COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th March 2011


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Devine, M.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Higgins, E.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	


 OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, C. Henehan, J. Walsh

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Ni Dhomhnaill, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, P. Murphy   M. Fagan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan 

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’ Neill

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	I.T.
	C. Whelan


The Deputy Mayor, Councillor C. King, presided.
The Deputy Mayor opened the meeting by conveying the condolences of the Council to the people of Japan and New Zealand who had both suffered devastating earthquakes recently.  A minutes silence was observed.
H1/0311 
CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th February 2011, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
Proposal for variance in the sequence of Business
Councillor C. Brophy addressed the Meeting stating that under Standing Order 13 he wished to propose a variation in the sequence of listing of the items on the agenda in order that Headed Item 6 be taken first. This was seconded by Councillor T. Ridge who stated that the Election of the Mayor, when required, had always been the first item on an Agenda.   

Councillor Ridge requested sight of legislative back-up and clarification for the alleged administrative change to precedence resulting in the sequencing of items as per the circulated agenda.   She also wished it to be noted that (in the absence of former Councillor and Transportation SPC Chair Derek Keating) she had been denied right to attend the Corporate Policy Group meeting which was held earlier in the day having been advised that there is no provision for deputy SPC chairs. 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor C. King stated that listing for the co-option of new Councillors (before the election of the Mayor) had been done on the advice of the Law Agent and the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government and he requested that Members accept this advice and proceed with the Meeting.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries Services, addressed the Meeting and advised of the Council’s Standing Orders and Standing Order No 78 which states that a casual vacancy shall be filled in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001.  In this regard Ms Walsh advised that S 19 and all legislation was “silent” on the sequencing of such items outside of business to be conducted at an Annual Meeting, and in the absence of clear legislation on the matter and following advice from the Department of the Environment and the Council’s Law Agent, (who considered having regard to the Irish Constitution and in the interest of good democracy that co-option should be the first item) the Agenda had been set out in this manner.  She then read from the advice received from the Law Agent and the relevant passages of legislation relating to Election of a Mayor as follows:

Extract from Legal Advice 

 “…………I have reviewed the relevant statutory provisions relating to your query (as set 
out on the attached sheet) and I confirm there is no legislative guidance contained 
within the said statutory provisions that gives any clarity on this issue. 
Furthermore, the Council’s Standing Order No. 13 relating to order of business at Council meetings refers to “other business prescribed by Statute” at 13(g) but 
gives no guidance on the order of statutory business where there are a number of 
items of business prescribed by statute to be dealt with by the Council.


However, I consider that the constitutional role of local government needs to be 
considered in the context of your query. Article 28A(1) of the Irish Constitution 
recognises the role of Local Government in providing a democratic forum for the 
democratic representation of local communities, in exercising and performing at 
local level, powers and functions conferred by law and promoting by its initiatives 
the interests of such communities.
 This provision is also re-stated in section 63 of 
the Local Government Act, 2001. Furthermore Article 28(A)5 of the Irish 
Constitution expressly makes reference to casual vacancies by saying that casual 
vacancies in the membership of local authorities shall be filled in accordance with 
the law.


Because the democratic representation of local communities is recognised in the 
Irish Constitution, I consider that the Council has a constitutional imperative to 
given effect to such democratic representation by putting a full Council in place 
before carrying out any other business (i.e. the election of a new Cathaoirleach) 
and accordingly the co-option of new members to the Council should be the first 
item of business on the agenda at the Council meeting next Monday”.


A debate followed in which some Members stated that the Motion should be 
withdrawn and felt that if the meeting was to proceed with a variance in the 
sequencing of business as proposed that the Mayor might not enjoy the 
confidence of the Council as a body. 

The Law Agent Mr. J. Healy was then called upon to address the Meeting to 
give his advice and he reiterated the advice given to the Director of Service and 
also quoted as follows from Bunreacht na hÉireann:


Extract from Bunreach na hÉireann – Art 28A


“1. The State recognises the role of local government in providing a forum for 
the democratic representation of local communities, in exercising and 
performing at local level powers and functions conferred by law and in 
promoting by its initiatives the interests of such communities.


2. There shall be such directly elected local authorities as may be determined by 
law and their powers and functions shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Constitution, be so determined and shall be exercised and performed in 
accordance with law.


3. Elections for members of such local authorities shall be held in accordance 
with law not later than the end of the fifth year after the year in which they 
were last held.

4. Every citizen who has the right to vote at an election for members of Dáil 
Éireann and such other persons as may be determined by law shall have the 
right to vote at an election for members of such of the local authorities referred 
to in section 2 of this Article as shall be determined by law.


5. Casual vacancies in the membership of local authorities referred to in section 
2 of this Article shall be filled in accordance with law.”
A lengthy debate ensued during which Councillor C. King requested that the Members accept the Law Agent’s advice, and invoking Standing Order No 76 he ruled Councillor Brophy’s Motion out of order.  This was refuted by some members present and following extensive debate Councillor Brophy then addressed the Meeting stating that having listened to the advice of the Law Agent he wished to withdraw his Motion.

The Meeting then continued.
H2/0311
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.19 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 FOLLOWING THE  ELECTION  TO  DAIL EIREANN  OF  COUNCILLOR  SEAN  CROWE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“As a result of the election of Councillor Seán Crowe to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 26th 
March 2011, a casual vacancy has occurred on South Dublin County Council (Tallaght 
Central Electoral Area )


Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy 
shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy 
and such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the 
expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the 
expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit. 


 Ms  Maire Devine  has been duly nominated by Sinn Fein, being the registered political 
party who nominated Councillor Crowe for election, and in accordance with Section 
19 (5)  Ms Devine's written consent to her proposed co-option has been 
received. 


Members are required to ratify the co-option of Ms. Devine at today’s meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:
“That Ms Máire Devine be co-opted to fill the vacancy occurring as a result of the election of Councillor S. Crowe to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 26th March 2011.”
H3/0311
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.19 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT  ACT  2001  FOLLOWING  THE  ELECTION  TO DAIL  EIREANN  OF  COUNCILLOR  ROBERT  DOWDS 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“As a result of the election of Councillor Robert Dowds to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 
26th March 2011, a casual vacancy has occurred on South Dublin County Council 
(Clondalkin Electoral Area).


Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy 
shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy 
and such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the 
expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the 
expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.


 Ms  Breeda Bonner has been duly nominated by the Labour Party, being the 
registered political party who nominated Councillor Dowds for election, and in 
accordance with Section 19 (5)  Ms Bonner's written consent to her proposed co-
option 
has been received.


Members are required to ratify the co-option of  Ms Breeda Bonner at today’s 
meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy,  seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and AGREED:
“That Ms Breeda Bonner be co-opted to fill the vacancy occurring as a result of the election of Councillor R. Dowds to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 26th March 2011.”
H4/0311
FILLING  OF  CASUAL  VACANCY  ON  SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY COUNCIL  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  S.19  OF  LOCAL GOVERNMENT  ACT  2001  FOLLOWING  THE  ELECTION  TO DAIL  EIREANN  OF  COUNCILLOR  DEREK  KEATING

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“As a result of the election of Councillor Derek Keating to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 
26th March 2011, a casual vacancy has occurred on South Dublin County Council 
(Lucan Electoral Area).


Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy 
shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy 
and such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the 
expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the 
expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.

 
Ms Emer Higgins has been duly nominated by Fine Gael, being the registered political 
party who nominated Councillor Keating for election, and in accordance with Section 
19 (5) Ms Higgins's written consent to her proposed co-option has been received.


Members are required to ratify the co-option of Ms.  Emer Higgins at today’s 
meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED:
“That Ms Emer Higgins be co-opted to fill the vacancy occurring as a result of the election of Councillor D. Keating to Dail Eireann on Saturday 26th March 2011.”

 H5/0311
FILLING  OF  CASUAL  VACANCY  ON  SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY COUNCIL  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  S.19  OF  LOCAL GOVERNMENT  ACT  2001  FOLLOWING  THE  ELECTION  TO DAIL  EIREANN  OF  COUNCILLOR  EAMONN  MALONEY

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“As a result of the election of Councillor Eamonn Maloney to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 
26th March 2011, a casual vacancy has occurred on South Dublin County Council 
(Tallaght South Electoral Area).


Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy 
shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy 
and such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the 
expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the 
expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.


Mr. Chris Bond has been duly nominated by the Labour Party, being the registered 
political party who nominated Councillor Maloney for election, and in accordance with 
Section 19 (5) Mr. Bond's written consent to his proposed co-option has been 
received.


Members are required to ratify the co-option of Mr. Chris Bond at today’s meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:
“That Mr. Chris Bond be co-opted to fill the vacancy occurring as a result of the election of Councillor E. Maloney to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 26th March 2011.”

Councillor King offered his congratulations to all outgoing Councillors who were elected to the Dail.
H6/0311
FILLING  OF  CASUAL  VACANCY  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  MAYOR, SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL  OR  ANY CONSEQUENTIAL  VACANCY  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  S.38 LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  2001 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“In accordance with Section 31 of the Local Government Act 2001 each local 
authority shall have a Mayor.


As a result of the election of the  Mayor, Cllr. Eamon Maloney on Saturday 26th 
March 2011 a casual vacancy has occurred in the office of Mayor, South Dublin County 
Council


In accordance with Section 38 of the Local Government Act 2001 where a 
casual 
vacancy occurs in the office of Mayor or Deputy Mayor of a local authority the 
members of the authority present at the next meeting of the authority after the 
occurrence of the vacancy, shall elect one of their number to be Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor as the case may be.  A person elected to fill a casual vacancy in the office of 
Mayor or Deputy Mayor shall be elected for the remainder of the term of office of his 
/ her predecessor


Section 37 of the Local Government Act (Method of election) shall apply in relation 
to the election of a member to fill a casual vacancy in the office of Mayor.


It is now before the members to elect a member of this council to fill the casual vacancy 
in the office of Mayor and / or any consequential vacancy for a period up to the 2011 
Annual Meeting”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:

“That Councillor M. Corr be elected to fill the casual vacancy in the office of Mayor arising from the election of the Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, to Dáil Eireann on Saturday 26th March 2011 and / or any consequential vacancy for a period up to the 2011 Annual Meeting.” 

It was unanimously AGREED that Councillor Corr be elected as Mayor.

Councillor C. Brophy, on behalf of the Fine Gael Party, welcomed the new Councillors and pledged the party’s support to Councillor Corr’s nomination as Mayor. He acknowledged her superb work in representing people of South Dublin and the Council. These sentiments were reiterated by Councillors, Keane, Hannon and Kenny.

Councillor Corr responded to the comments and thanked all Members for their support.  She welcomed the new Members and their families to the Meeting and congratulated all Members of the Council who had put themselves forward for election in the recent Dail Elections, both those who had been elected and those who had been unsuccessful.  She acknowledged that canvassing during the campaign had been gruelling and this reinforced the need for change.  She said that elected Representatives now had a duty to engage with people and use their franchise in a very wise way.  

Mayor Corr acknowledged that South Dublin County Council has been chosen again this year as Council of the Year and stated that it was a privilege to be a part of this organisation, and both Management and Members would now face huge challenges during the current economic times.

The Manager, Mr. J. Horan, welcomed Councillor Corr back to the Chair, he welcomed the new Councillors and acknowledged those Members who had achieved success in the recent Dail Elections.  He stated that Management will study the Programme for National Recovery closely and will work with the SPCs and CPG to tick as many boxes as possible.  

REPORT  OF  AREA  COMMITTIES
H7a)/0311 
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE -  8th FEBRUARY 2011
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H7b)/0311 
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 16th FEBRUARY 2011
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H7c)/0311 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  21st FEBRUARY 2011
DEALING WITH COMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants


Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme 
have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, 
in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1956
	Newhall Court Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	17/06/10
	€500

	GF1957
	Newhall Court Residents Association
	Minor Equipment Grant
	17/06/10
	€500



It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE 
payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King: 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 21st February 2011 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H7d)/0311 
LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 22nd FEBRUARY 2011
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme 
has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1994
	Lucan St. Patrick's Day Parade
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County
	04/01/11
	€2,000



 It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE 
payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee - 22nd February 2011 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H7e)/0311
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 28th FEBRUARY 2011
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H8/0311
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 



FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

H9a)(i)/0311
Report of Economic Development (incl. Planning and Development) SPC



Meeting of 9th February 2011

Economic Development SPC Meeting 9TH Feb 2011
Report to March Council meeting.

Attended

	Donie Anderson
	Cllr Guss O Connell

	Neil Durkan
	

	Jim Fay
	

	John Kearns
	

	Garrett Robinson
	

	Cllr Colm Brophy
	

	Cllr Emma Coburn
	

	Cllr Sean Crowe
	

	Cllr Trevor Gilligan
	

	Cllr Cathal King
	

	Cllr Pamela Kearns
	



Apologies: Sean Giblin, Cllr. William Lavelle, Cllr Robert Dowds, Cllr 

Catriona Jones, Cllr Eamon Tuffy (Chair).


In the absence of Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Cllr Guss O Connell presided as An 
Cathaoirleach.

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 10th November 2010 were proposed by Cllr Guss O Connell and seconded by Cllr Emma Coburn.



	Headed Item 2
Reports from Working Groups 

a)      Working Group on Urban Centres
Director of Planning, Transportation and Land Use, Mr. Frank Nevin presented a report on the Urban Centre Working Group meeting of January 28th 2011.
Following contributions and questions from Cllrs Pamela Kearns and Cllr Emma Coburn, Mr. Nevin clarified that a further workshop would be held to review recommendations with a view to developing a template for a strategic economic approach to Urban Centres that could be applied countywide, as was the original brief in the establishment of the Urban Centre Working Group.

b)      Working Group on Economic Policy
Mr. Nevin indicated that the main issues covered by this report would be best addressed by proceeding to Headed Item 3 on the agenda – Business Supports. 



	

	Headed Item 3 Business Supports
Frank Nevin presented a report on Business Supports which summarised a series of actions and objectives in relation to the promotion and support of business in the County. Mr. Nevin articulated the view that the specific actions in the report should become the focus of the Economic Policy Working Group and in particular focussing on reviewing/comparing the Economic Strategy document of the South Dublin Chamber prepared in 2006 to the more recent actions outlined in the Business Supports Report.

Contributions followed from Cllr Emma Coburn, Garrett Robinson, John Kearns, and Neil Durkan.
In responding to questions Mr. Nevin outlined how the scope of a proposed analysis of the Councils Development Contributions scheme would be to present, by end June 2011, a position paper from the SPC to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government on the matter. In this regard both Mr Nevin and Cllr Guss O Connell (as Chair) welcomed any participation from members of the SPC. Mr Nevin stressed however that it would be important in presenting any such paper to bear in mind the need for consultation with the other Dublin Authorities so as to retain consistency in our respective contributions schemes.

On the matter of promoting indigenous craft industry in the County Cllr Coburn indicated that it would be beneficial for public buildings outside Tallaght to be examined. Mr. Nevin indicated that a survey by the Arts Officer into the needs of various artists etc indicated that a mix of venues were needed and that the Council would be exploring various types of venues.

The report was noted by the committee.

	

	Headed Item 4  - Promotion of Rathfarnham as Fairtrade Town Status 

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner presented a report on the promotion of Rathfarnham as Fairtrade Town Status. It was outlined to the members that this item emanated from a motion proposed by Cllr Paddy Cosgrave agreed by the Rathfarnham Area Committee. Mr. Ryan stressed how the process was one which must start with community involvement. Mr Ryan outlined that from research that Nenagh, Co Tipperary, which has fair-trade status, appears to have approached the issue in a very practical way and therefore the SPC members agreed with the proposal to communicate with Nenagh fairtrade group to seek guidance from their experience of obtaining fair-trade status. 

Cllr Pamela Kearns contributed to the debate. 



	

	Headed Item 5 - Proposed Joint Meeting with Transportation SPC
Frank Nevin outlined the proposed agenda for a joint meeting with the Transportation SPC. It was agreed by the committee that given the likely agenda of the next Economic Development SPC that the proposed Joint Meeting should focus only on the transport matters outlined in the report and that the normal scheduled Economic Development SPC should occur in April/May.

The committee in general agreed that 29th March date proposed was a suitable date and Mr. Nevin advised members that this date could be finalised in the context of the Organisation Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting.
The meeting ended at 6.10pm

	AOB


The report was NOTED.
H9a)(ii)/0311 
Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development (incl. Planning and Development) SPC of 10th November 2010
Attendance

	Cllr. Colm Brophy
	Frank Nevin, Director of Economic, Transport, and Land Use Planning

	Cllr. Emma Coburn
	Neil O Byrne, Senior Planner

	Cllr. Sean Crowe
	Colin Ryan, Senior Planner 

	Neil Durkan
	Tony Shanahan, Administrative Officer

	Cllr. Trevor Gilligan
	

	Garrett Robinson
	

	Cllr. Eamon Tuffy
	

	Cllr Robert Dowds
	

	Cllr William Lavelle
	

	Cllr Guss O Connell
	

	Cllr Catriona Jones
	



Apologies: Sean Giblin, John Kearns, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr Pamela Kearns


An Cathaoirleach Cllr Eamon Tuffy presided


Apologies from Cllr O Connell for non attendance at working groups
	Headed Item 1

Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 29th September 2010 were noted and approved.

It was suggested and agreed that for future notifications in relation to meetings of the working groups that SMS messaging would be used in addition to the normal communication methods in use.



	Headed Item 2

Reports from Working Groups 
Frank Nevin  presented reports from the Sub-Groups on Economic Policy and Urban Centres

The first presentation dealt mainly with the Think Local Campaign and outlined the marketing strategy being employed.

Contributions followed from Cllrs Jones, Crowe, Brophy, Coburn, Tuffy, Dowds and Mr Garrett Robinson.

Frank Nevin responded to a number of items arising and suggested convening the Economic Policy working group before the next SPC with representation from the economic sub group of the County Development Board particularly in relation to South Dublin Tourism, management of Tallaght Stadium and the County Enterprise Board. 

__________

The second presentation by Frank Nevin dealt mainly with the Urban Centres and indicated that there would be a focus on 3 village centres, Tallaght, Lucan and Rathfarnham and a workshop was to be facilitated in these villages on 3rd December 2010.

Cllr Coburn contributed to the discussion.



	

	Headed Item 3 LAMA Awards – IEN Submission
Frank Nevin presented a report on the IEN Submission for LAMA Awards in particular focussing on the notable features of the project.
The report was noted by the committee.

	

	Headed Item 4 DMP – Launch of Dublin Mountains Way

Frank Nevin presented a report on the launch of the Dublin Mountains Way 

Specific questions were asked by Cllr Coburn and Cllr Jones and responded to by Neil O Byrne
Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Dowds, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Lavelle contributed to the discussion welcoming the Dublin Mountains Way.

	

	Headed Item 5 Metro West – Railway Order Application

Frank Nevin presented a report on the Metro West – Railway Order Application
Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Dowds, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr O Connell, Neil Durkan and Garrett Robinson contributed and the elected members sought clarification as to submissions in relation to the Railway Order application.

Frank Nevin responded to the questions arising in the course of the discussion and outlined the potential positive impact of the project for the County.



	AOB


The minutes were NOTED.
H9b)(i)/0311  
Report of Meeting of Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC of 28th February 2011

Introduction to the Council's Strategic Support for Business and 
Employment 

Frank Nevin, Director of Planning delivered a presentation on the strategy which had 
recently and responded to queries raised by Councillors Cosgrave and O’Connell and 
Ms Murphy which focused on

· Examination of vacant and available public buildings for quality initiatives and try to match vacancy with demand 

· Requirement for incubation units with low rent and rates and collaboration in that regard with County Enterprise Board and PARTAS 

· Multiplicity of opportunities that could present through Year of Craft 

 
Presentation on Creative Village 

Frank Nevin, Director of Planning delivered a presentation on the proposed use of 
vacant spaces in the vicinity and focused primarily on:

· Aims of the proposal 

· Potential Benefits to participants 

· Specific Criteria 

· Research undertaken 

· Respondents 

· Uses of available space 

· Next steps…identifying potential tenants and spaces / liaising with 
receiver(s)/ mobile expo of craft


The presentation was warmly welcomed and received the unanimous support of the 
committee, who referred to possibilities for Tallaght under this initiative and 
favourable comparisons with Dublin’s Temple Bar.


 Year of Craft

County Librarian Georgina Byrne delivered a presentation on proposals to mark the 
40th anniversary of Crafts Council of Ireland, the objective of which is to promote the 
craft profession and provide opportunities to make, see, collect and learn. 


Ms Byrne outlined details of the 2011 South Dublin Programme including details of 

· 4 major exhibitions  

· Programme organized through the SDC Library Service 

· Christmas Craft Fair 


Ms Murphy referred to the imminent centenary celebration of Whitechurch Library 
which could be incorporates into the programme and Cllr O’Connell suggested that 
crafts synonymous with the ICA, Travelling Community, “New World” should also be 
included.   Cllr Keane suggested that a photographic programme be incorporated and 
that efforts should be made to ensure that there is continuity with the initiative with 
focus on craft for pleasure and craft for economic purposes. 


Mr Conroy congratulated the County Librarian and her staff once again on the 
excellent programme outlined.  


Establish Subcommittee of ACGE&L SPC to progress relevant business and 
employment initiatives 

Teresa Walsh Director of Services advised that having regard to the business items 
already considered and the need to progress certain initiatives directly through this 
SPC, it is recommended that a subcommittee be established to work specifically on 
these initiatives.


It was unanimously agreed that the following four members would form a 
subcommittee:


Cllrs Gus O’Connell, Cllr Paddy Cosgrave, Cllr. Cait Keane and Mr John Conroy 


Update on Student Support 


Mary Maguire, SEO updated the meeting in relation to application statics for 
2010/2011 v 2009/2010, financial comparison for the same academic periods, pilot 
scheme for automated data entry and implications of the Student Support Act passed 
in early February including the establishment of a single agency to administer the 
grants currently administered by VECs and Local Authorities.


Cllr O’ Connell noted that CDVEC and Donegal made a joint bid and Cllr Keane 
highlighted difficulties in making representations on behalf of VEC students”
The report was NOTED.
H9b)(ii)/0311  
Minutes of Meeting of Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC of 22nd November 2010

Attendance:


Members:




Officials:


Cllr P. Cosgrave – ChairDesignate

Teresa Walsh, Director of 








Services


Cllr S. Crowe




Michael Fleming, Music Development 

Co-Ordinator








Orla Scannell, Arts Officer


Cllr C. Jones




Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr C. Keane







Cllr M. Duff


Cllr E Walsh


Sectoral:




Apologies:


John Conroy




Cllr. T. Delaney





Meg Murphy



     
Cllr. M. Corr








Ann Fitzpatrick








Jim Fay


At the commencement of the meeting Director of Service Teresa Walsh advised of 
Cllr Corr’s apologies and of her imminent replacement as Chair by Cllr Paddy 
Cosgrave







Chair designate Councillor P. Cosgrave presided


H (1) Minutes


The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy 
Committee meeting of 27th September 2010 were proposed by Councillor P. 
Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true 
record 
and signed.


H (2) Update on Higher Education Grants - Academic Year 2010-2011


SEO Mary Maguire advised the meeting of details of the Higher Education Grants 
Scheme, published by the Department of Education & Skills in May 2010 and formally 
approved by South Dublin County Council at it June 2010  Meeting.


She outlined a summary of the changes made to the 2010 Scheme over the 2009 
Scheme in particular those changes relative to the inclusion of certain Social Welfare 
allowances and entitlements as reckonable income, changes in the residency 
requirement and break in studies and the ineligibility of students to qualify for a grant 
if in receipt of Back to Education Allowance.


Statistical data in relation to the numbers of applications (new and renewal) received, 
approved and value of payments was also provided.


Ms Maguire responded to queries raised by Councillor Jones and Councillor Walsh in 
relation to proposals for receipt of on-line applications and perceived anomalies 
associated with Clause 7.7 relative to postgraduate students and progression to 
further 
postgraduate courses

H (3) Music Education Programme 


Music Development Co-Coordinator Michael Fleming delivered a presentation on the SDCC Music 
Education Programme.  


Mr. Fleming’s presentation covered the overall context of the programme from the 
2003 feasibility study through to the current multi-strand programme which covers 

· instrumental and voice tuition

· songwriting and composition Programmes
· multi-discipline arts project collaborations

· strategic development


He outlined a range of benefits for participants including the music students and 
schools 
/ youth services and presented proposals for the future of the programme 
including a defined plan for partnership consolidation and programmatic R&D; National 
Music Education Programme (NMEP) tender and 3 year implementation plan (funded 
by U2 and The Ireland Funds) proposals to broaden instrumental tuition reach 
and range, ensemble and choral development, nurturing talent and provision of 
performance opportunities  


The members congratulated and commended Mr Fleming on the exceptional depth 
and quality of the programme currently being undertaken and proposals for the 
future  
and Mr. Fleming responded to queries raised by each member of the committee present 
in relation to pipe / marching bands, strings, tuition methods, scholarships, 
ethnic/traditions, mentorship, costs and benefits. 


H (4) Developing a 21st Century Library Service


Director of Service Teresa Walsh (on behalf of the County Librarian) delivered a 
presentation on the Library Service website and in doing so highlighted the citizen 
centre focus and consultation behind the development of the new site.


Ms Walsh outlined 24/7

· online registration 

· online cataloguing 

· online renewals and reservations

· download ebooks

· online reference/ newspapers

· homework help

· podcasts and videos


Members were advised of the extend of the 

· books service available including  reviews / Staff picks etc

· children’s zone

· digital books

· online research

· images

· memory of the county

· villages 

· heritage maps ranging from 1760 to date 

· plans for 2011


The members present congratulated the County Librarian and her staff on the extent 
of the wonderful services being made available online and encouraged further 
promotion of the availability and benefits of the site. 


H (5) AOB


Ms Maguire advised that the January / February 2011 calendar of meeting dates was 
recently approved and of the scheduling of the next SPC meeting for Monday 28th 
February 2011

The meeting concluded at  7.00pm”
The minutes were NOTED.
H10/0311
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13f, Questions numbered Q1 – Q9 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0311
DOG POUND



QUESTION:  Councillor C. Keane

To ask the Manager for an up to date report on the Dog Pound used by this council -1.  the facilities available,   2. no. of inspections carried out in the last 3 years, -   3. results of same;   4. total nos. of dogs in pound used by SDCC - 5. and conditions laid down in legislation to ensure dogs have habitable happy homes when in pound also staff ratio etc. etc.     6. Nos. of dogs impounded in 2010 in SDCC administrative area & statistics to compare with 3 previous years;  7. Nos. of Dog wardens employed by SDCC;  Nos. of Dogs in SDCC admin. area - with licence;  and without licence (if there is any way of checking this?).  8. The administrative & operative cost to this council for the past 3 years.

REPLY:

The Council's Dog Pound is located in Dunboyne County Meath. The total no of dogs 
impounded by the Council in the last four years are as follows:


(a)    2007 - 1097 no.


(b)    2008 - 920 no.


(c)    2009 - 920 no.


(d)    2010 - 836 no.


(e)    2011 (at 02/3/11)  - 105 no impounded


Inspections:

There were 28 inspections carried out by the Council's Veterinary Staff of the pound 
during 2008, 2009 and 2010.  The pound has also been inspected in January, 
February and March of this year.  There are currently three full-time staff working at 
the pound.  The numbers of dogs varies - at the time of the most recent inspection 
there were 9 dogs present (highest number counted during an inspection was 20 
dogs).  Structurally, the pound is satisfactory.  All kennels contain a  bed and 
blanket.  In addition, each individual kennel is provided with an infra red heating 
lamp.  
Each individual kennel is large enough to accommodate all breeds and sizes of dogs.  
The standard of sanitation is satisfactory with the pound being visibly clean at all times.  
From an animal welfare point of view, the dogs appear to be well looked 
after and cared 
for and as the pound is operated by a Veterinary Surgeon, prompt veterinary assistance 
is available at all times.


Over the three year period in question, the only issue that has arisen is damage to 
part of the roof during the recent bad snow.  Temporary measures have been put in 
place to remedy this until such time as the damage is permanently repaired.  The 
damage to the roof has not had any affect on the dogs at the times of the 
inspections.  The total number of kennels at the pound is 35.


There are no set ratios in relation to number of staff/dog laid out in legislation and 
the structural requirements for animal shelters are not set out in detail in legislation 
either.  However, in the opinion of the County Veterinary Officer the facilities and 
level of staffing in place at the pound are satisfactory.


The Council currently employs two full time Dog Wardens.  There are currently 11,147 
valid dog licences on the system.  South Dublin County Council do not have the figures 
for the nos. of Dogs without licences.  However, the Dog Wardens issue 
fines to 
owners 
who do not possess a current dog licence.  The no. of fines issued to owners 


(a)  2008 - 644 no. 


(b)  2009  - 715 no.


(c)  2010 - 758 no.


(b)  2011 (at 31/1/11) - 67 no.


The costs to the Council for the operation and administration of the service for the 
last three years is as follows:-


2008 - €396,643


2009 - €474,361


2010 - €388, 747

Q2/0311
CONTROL OF HORSES



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to discussions on my motion at the February meeting, to provide an update on my proposal to designate inspectors from the Dublin SPCA as 'Authorised Officers'  in accordance with section 3 of Control of Horses Act 1996?

REPLY:

An application was received from the DSPCA and three staff from the Dublin SPCA 
have now been appointed as authorised persons under Section 3 of the Control of 
Horses Act 1996. 

Q3/0311
LITTER BIN LOCATIONS



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to advise on the proposed location of litter bins to be installed during 2011 and to further advise if residents association were to independently fund and arrange for the installation of an approved model of litter bin in their estate whether the council would agree to remove the contents as part the regular bin-cleansing rota?

REPLY:

An update on the proposed locations of litter bins will be presented to the Area 
Committees at the April meetings.


The allocation of resources for Litter Bin Servicing duties is something that must be 
done in a planned manner. The Council places litter bins where there is a need for 
bins and assesses this need on the basis of litter surveys carried out over time. The 
Council is indeed willing to consider the siteing of bins at locations proposed and 
funded 
by Residents Associations, however, siteing and servicing of the bins will only be 
agreed 
to where the resourcing/necessity criteria for siteing of bins are met.


Residents Associations that wish to pay/contribute towards the siteing of bins should 
make an application to the Environment Department with their proposals. 
Applications will only be considered where agreement is sought in advance of the 
siteing of the bins and where they can be accommodated as part of a route for 
emptying such bins.  
Q4/0311
LIFFEY VALLEY TOWN CENTRE





QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to update on discussions with the land-owners/developers of the Liffey Valley Town Centre lands (spanning both the Lucan and Clondalkin electoral areas) on their future plans following the recent planning refusal by an Bord Pleanala?

REPLY:

As requested by and agreed at the Area Committee meeting a briefing on the current 
position on the Liffey Valley Town Centre Lands following the Bord Pleanala decision 
is being prepared and will be presented to both the Lucan and Clondalkin Area 
Committees in March 2011.
Q5/0311
PART V



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide details on any binding pre-2010 Part V agreements entered into with private developers for social and affordable housing units not yet acquired, including details of the location of the development, number and types of units to be acquired and agreed costs per unit?

REPLY:   


Legal agreements are in place under Part V arrangements for the provision of social 
and affordable housing units, not yet acquired, as follows:

	Development
	Unit description
	Date of Agreement
	Agreed Cost
	Current development status

	Tallaght Cross
	26 x 1 bed apartments, 41 x 2 bed apartments and 7 x 3 bed apartments.
	Sep-08
	€15.19m
	Development substantially complete. Developer in receivership.

	Saggart Lodge, Saggart Village
	4 x 2 bed houses and  2 x 3 bed houses
	Dec-07
	€1.25m
	Development substantially complete. Developer in receivership.

	New Bancroft, Tallaght
	 6 x 1 bed apartments and 13 x 2 bed apartments  
	Jun-08
	€3.8m
	Development incomplete and works stalled

	St Edmunds, Liffey Valley
	 11 x 1 bed apartments and 46 x 2 bed apartments   
	 Mar - 08
	 €13m
	No works commenced

	Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham
	20 x 2 bed apartments
	Dec-07
	€4.6m
	No works commenced

	Newcastle Lyons, Newcastle
	 15 x 2 bed apartments
	 Jul- 07
	 €3.18m
	No works commenced

	Airpark, Stocking Lane
	7 x 2 bed apartments
	Aug-08
	€1.58m
	Development complete. Acquisition at an advaced stage.

	Castlegate, Adamstown
	11 x 3 bed apartments
	 Mar - 08
	 €2.88m
	Development complete



The Council continues to engage with the respective developers and their agents 
using all available options in efforts to renegotiate previously agreed terms where 
possible. The named developments continue to be monitored for progress in tandem 
with the life of the relevant planning permissions.  

Q6/0311
EMPTY AND UNSOLD HOUSES 





QUESTION:  Councillor T. Ridge

To ask the Manager, 1. Numbers on all lists and  2. Proposals as to how these applicants can be housed.  3. Is this Council going to acquire empty /unsold and partly finished houses and apartments?

REPLY: 


There are approximately 10,150 housing applicants on the council's social housing 
waiting list. Of these approx 6,300 are living in accommodation supported by rent 
supplement and approximately 1000 are living in RAS tenancies. All of these tenants 
chose their own homes.


This means that only 2,850 of our applicants are not benefiting from state housing 
support.


There are no capital monies allocated to us by the Department for new build social 
housing or house acquisition programmes.  In addition there are no current proposals 
to acquire empty /unsold or partially unfinished houses and apartments other than by 
the leasing initiatives.


The council will continue to use all available means to procure social housing for 
these 
applicants mainly through the Social Housing Leasing Programme, RAS, the completion of 
infill developments, casual vacancies, Part 5 procurements and the growing involvement 
of the Voluntary Housing Sector. 


The growing involvement of the Voluntary Housing sector in the delivery of social 
housing is instanced by the nearing completion of the Voluntary housing development 
at Springfield where over 200 units will be delivered by the summer by Respond and 
St John of Gods to which the council will have nomination rights.


There are now 1,257 RAS homes in the county. The RAS target for this year is 300 
additional homes and 50 had been delivered by the end of February. There are 33 
leased homes in the county to date and the target for 2011 is 200.  
Q7/0311
PLAYGROUND PROGRAMME




QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated Report on the Review of the Council's 5 Year Playground Programme, and if he will confirm that as part of the Review the possibility of providing small local playgrounds in small local parks and estate open spaces is being considered?

REPLY:

The 5 Year Playground Construction Programme was adopted by the Council in 
December 2006 and arises from the Council’s Play Policy –    Developing Play in 
South 
Dublin County 2006 – 2009.


The detail of the playground construction programme, as approved by the Council, is 
set out below:

	Location
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Lucan Clondalkin



 Two of the playgrounds listed on the programme have been completed and are now 
in public use. 


The playground at Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght was opened to the public in March 
2009 
and the one at Rathfarnham Castle Park was opened in 2008.


 Arrangements are being made to commence the Part 8 public consultation process 
for the proposed replacement playground in Tymon Park.


A Part 8 consultation process has been completed for the proposed playground in the 
Grange Park section of Griffeen Valley Park.


Design work on playgrounds at Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park is subject to 
identification of suitable sites.  


All of these projects are also subject to the availability of finance in the Rolling Capital 
Programme. 


In addition to the above programme, playgrounds have also been provided in recent 
years, with grant assistance from the RAPID  Programme, at Quarryvale Community 
Centre, Collinstown Park, Killinarden Community Centre, Fettercairn Community Centre, 
Jobstown Community Centre, Brookfield Community Centre, and Kiltalown Park. 
Unfortunately, the playground at Collinstown Park, which was not directly 
overlooked or actively supervised, was subject to ongoing vandalism. As a result of 
the levels of damage sustained, the council had no option but to remove it on grounds 
of public safety.  A playground was also provided in association with the new 
swimming pool in Clondalkin in 2008. 


There are now a total of 14 modern playgrounds provided by South Dublin County 
Council at various locations around the county including public parks, community 
centres and leisure facilities. A further 8 small playgrounds have also been provided 
by developers in residential developments at locations such as Adamstown, Balgaddy, 
Ballycullen, Scholarstown and developments at Tallaght Town Centre area with 
varying 
degrees of success. 


As part of the review of the Play Policy, the review group will consider the possibility 
and feasibility of providing small local playgrounds in local parks and housing estate 
open spaces, having regard to best practice and experience of playground 
provision in the county.  

Q8/0311
STRATIGIC REVEIW




QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will provide an updated Report on the Strategic Review of the Council's household bin collection system, and if he will confirm that he support of the Councillors for the preservation of the waver system for low income families is being fully taken into account in the review?

REPLY:

The Council under Section 33 of the Waste Management Act (as amended) "shall 
collect, or arrange for the collection of, household waste within its functional area".  
The escalating costs of the direct provision of this service have led to the Council 
undertaking a review of options which include keeping the service as it is, 
understanding the value and interest of the market in the service, procuring the 
service 
or indeed simply standing back from the service.


The Council is progressing with exploring these options and is at an advanced stage 
and is also in discussion with the trade unions.  The Council in so doing is acting 
within 
the scope of the Public Service Agreement (Croke Park). This will represent a 
significant on-going saving to the Council and marks a substantial efficiency achieved 
under the auspices of the Croke Park Agreement.  The new "Government for 
National Recovery 2011-2016" states that there will be "competitive tendering 
for local waste collection services by the private sector....."  It also states that 
waivers 
will be addressed and as part of the current process the Council is also 
examining this 
situation.  The current process is inline with government policy and no jobs will be lost 
as a result. The role of the Council as regulator will be strengthened by this action 
should it proceed.  The Council will be acting under the Waste Management Act 1996 
as amended.   

Q9/0311
STRATEGIC REVIEW



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated Report on the Strategic Review of the Council's household bin collection system, and if  he will confirm that the Review is having full regard to the formally adopted view of the elected members that the bin collection system should continue to provided by the Council, that the Black and Brown Bins should be managed and collected  by Council staff and that a majority of the elected members are opposed to the privatization of the system?  

REPLY:
South Dublin operates a refuse collection service in the county.  This is a three bin system - green, brown and black - as required under the Council's Bye-Laws.  There are a number of private providers also operating in the county and providing the same service to customers.  Recent years have seen dramatic changes in presentation levels and increasing costs in relation to disposal.  Each day that the Council collects waste it now costs €55,000.  This situation is unsustainable.  The Council under Section 33 of the Waste Management Act (as amended) "shall collect, or arrange for the collection of, household waste within its functional area".  The Council therefore is undertaking a review of options which include keeping the service as it is, understanding the value and interest of the market in the service, procuring the service or indeed simply standing back from the service.

The Council is progressing with exploring these options and is in discussion with the trade unions.  The Council in so doing is acting within the scope of the Public Service Agreement (Croke Park).  There will be no loss of jobs from any action taken to bring about a change in waste collection within the county.   The action complies with government policy and in particular the programme for government which states "competitive tendering for local waste collection services by the private sector..."  The Council's position as regulator will be enhanced and bye laws will be regularaly reviewed.  This action will represent a considerable efficiency being achieved under the Croke Park Agreement and the issue of waivers will be included in any negotiation which is undertaken.  

The Council will be operating within the Waste Management Act 1996 (as amended).
H11/0311
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H12a)/0311  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H12b)/0311 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND ADJACENT TO 10 NEWLANDS AVENUE,    CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO BRIAN D. WALSH
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application was received from Mr. Brian D. Walsh to acquire a strip of land 
adjacent to his home at 10 Newlands Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, which 
immediately adjoins an area of open space.


 The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicant.


 Accordingly, I recommend, that the Council dispose of an area measuring 0.014ha or 
thereabouts to the side of 10 Newlands Avenue as shown outlined in red on attached 
Drawing No. LA/02/11  to Brian D. Walsh  in accordance with Section 211 of the 
Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of 
the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions, as 
recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-


 1.     That the applicant shall pay the Council the sum of €20,000 for the freehold 
interest in the land. The applicant will be responsible for removal of services on the 
subject land and for the payment of a contribution to Parks Department in the sum of 
€500 towards the removal of an existing hedge by the Council and a deduction of 
these costs (subject to the combined figure of the deductions being not more than 
€10,000) shall be made from the consideration of €20,000.


 2.     That the plot is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.


 3.     That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. 
LA/02/11, having a net area of 0.014ha.


 4.     That the applicant incorporates the area and constructs a boundary feature 
that is satisfactory to the Council.


 5.     That the applicant shall pay Valuers fees of €250, plus VAT.


 6.     That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees, plus VAT & Outlay.


 7.     That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 
include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.


 8.     No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


 The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Kevin Loughnane & Co. 
Ltd in 2009 for open space purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of an area measuring 0.014ha or thereabouts to the side of 10 Newlands Avenue as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/02/11  to Brian D. Walsh  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”

H12c)/0311 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF STRIP OF LAND AT REAR OF 18-20 MAPLE GROVE, RATHCOOLE, CO. DUBLIN TO  ANTOINETTE & FINTAN KING AND MARY & DENIS MCHUGH, THE RESIDENTS OF 18 & 20 MAPLE GROVE RESPECTIVELY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“An application has been received from the residents of properties at 18 and 20 
Maple 
Grove, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin to acquire a strip of land at the rear of properties at 18-
20 Maple Grove. The strip of land in question is somewhat secluded and is bounded by 
the back gardens of houses at Maple Grove on one side and the 
boundary barrier along 
the N7 on the other side. The applicants have indicated that the area is susceptible 
to anti social behaviour and also contains significant overgrowth which attracts litter 
and vermin. The residents of 18- 20 Maple Grove have agreed that the strip of land in 
question be divided as outlined on the attached 
indicative drawing. 


The lands were acquired by the Council in accordance with the Compulsory Purchase 
Order for Saggart Rathcoole Interchange and the title has yet to be registered to the 
Council.


The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has 
recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.


Accordingly, I recommend, that following completion of registration of the Council’s 
title that the Council dispose of a strip of land comprising of an area of 0.044Ha or 
thereabouts at the rear of 18-20 Maple Grove, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin as shown outlined in 
blue and green on Indicative Drawing No. LA/07/11  to be divided between the 
houseowners of No 18 and 20 Maple Grove, Antoinette & Fintan King and Mary & Denis 
McHugh respectively in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development 
Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief 
Valuer:-

1. That the Council shall dispose of Plot A as shown outlined in blue on 
Indicative Drawing No. LA/07/11  comprising of an area of 0.031Ha to the 
houseowners of No 20 Maple Grove, Rathcoole, Mary & Denis McHugh for the 
consideration of €3,500.00 (three thousand five hundred euro) plus VAT, if 
applicable. 

2. That the Council shall dispose of Plot B as shown outlined in green on 
Indicative Drawing No. LA/07/11 comprising of an area of 0.013Ha to the 
houseowners of No 18 Maple Grove, Rathcoole , Antoinette & Fintan King  for 
the consideration of €1,950.00 (one thousand nine hundred and fifty euro) 
plus VAT, if applicable. 

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession 
subject to the wayleave referred to at No 4 hereunder. 

4. That the Council shall retain a wayleave over the area shown shaded in yellow 
on Indicative Drawing No. LA/07/11 to access services that exist in the above 
land. 

5.  That no structure is to be located within the wayleave area.  

6. That the applicants shall incorporate the plots into their properties and shall 
construct a boundary feature to the satisfaction of the Council. No load bearing 
walls, hedging or boundary treatments shall be erected that would prevent 
access between properties along the area of the wayleave. Any boundary feature 
erected shall not interfere with the barrier along the N7 which adjoins the rear of 
the subject plots. 

7. That the applicants shall be responsible for the removal of overgrowth and 
debris from the subject plots.  

8. That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees in this matter. 

9. That the applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €250 (two hundred 
and fifty euro), plus V.A.T. 

10. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 
include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

11. No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.

 
The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Mulholland 
Development 
Company Limited under the Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase 
(Saggart/Rathcoole Interchange) Order, 1993 for roads purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and AGREED:

“That following completion of registration of the Council’s title, that the Council dispose of a strip of land comprising of an area of 0.044Ha  or thereabouts at the rear of 18-20 Maple Grove, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin  as shown outlined in blue and green on Indicative Drawing No. LA/07/11  to be divided between the houseowners of No 18 and 20 Maple Grove, Antoinette & Fintan King and Mary & Denis McHugh respectively in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”

H12d)/0311 
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF LAND AT CASTLEWARDEN, STRAFFAN, CO. KILDARE TO PHILIP MURPHY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council proposes to transfer the site outlined in red and hatched in blue on 
Drawing No. LA/53/10 - having an area of 281 square metres or thereabouts to Philip 
Murphy, Sandiacre, Castlewarden, Straffen, Co Kildare, for the nominal sum of €100 
(one hundred euro) in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development 
Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001.


As part of the terms and conditions for the acquisition of lands from Philip Murphy in 
respect of the South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (N7 Rathcoole to 
Kildare County Boundary - Road Improvement Scheme) Order 2002 the Council 
proposed on completion of the scheme to dispose of any portion of the lands not 
required back to Philip Murphy.  It is proposed to transfer these lands for a nominal 
sum of €100 (one hundred euro) subject to the approval of the members. 




_

County Manager”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:
“That the Council transfer the site outlined in red and hatched in blue on Drawing No. LA/53/10 - having an area of 281 square metres or thereabouts to Philip Murphy, Sandiacre, Castlewarden, Straffan, Co Kildare, for the nominal sum of €100 (one hundred euro) in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
H13/0311
PART  8  REPORT  -  PROPOSED  RATHFARNHAM  Q.B.C. ENHANCEMENTS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was Considered at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on 8th 
February, 2011.


Following consideration of the report it was Recommended by the Committee that the 
Scheme be implemented in accordance with the report.


It is now proposed to proceed with the Scheme in accordance with the attached report.

MEETING OF RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, February 8th, 2011

HEADED ITEM NO 6

Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007


Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 
outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. 


These regulations apply to the proposed Rathfarnham QBC Enhancements Scheme.

 RATHFARNHAM QBC ENHANCEMENTS SCHEME


The Committee at its meeting held on the 9th June, 2010 approved initiation of the Part 8 
Public Consultation Procedure for the Rathfarnham QBC Enhancements Scheme.


Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of the plans and particulars of the 
proposed scheme was given in the public press on Tuesday 3rd August 2010. Submissions 
and observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper 
were invited to be made in writing to the County Council before 4.30 pm on Friday 1st 
October 2010. 

(a) Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof: -


The Rathfarnham QBC Enhancements scheme forms part of the QBC Network linking bus 
routes from Grange Road and Nutgrove Avenue proceeding to Dublin City Centre along 
sections of Grange Road and Rathfarnham Road. 


The sections of bus lanes proposed are as follows: 


Inbound 

· Provide shared bus/cycle lane by widening carriageway on Grange Road between 
its junctions with Beaufort Downs and Nutgrove Avenue.

· Provide a right turning facility on Rathfarnham Road to enter the car park of 
Rathfarnham Castle.

· Extend the existing bus lanes on the approach to Grange Road/Willbrook Road, 
Grange Road/Butterfield Avenue, Rathfarnham Road/Main Street and 
Rathfarnham Road/Dodder Park Road junctions.

· Relocate the existing bus stop on Rathfarnham Road outside the Texaco Service 
Station to a position north of the Main Street junction.


Outbound 

· Extend the existing bus lane on Rathfarnham Road on the approach to the 
Butterfield Avenue junction.

· New pavement extension and signalised crossing at the junction of Castleside 
Drive and Rathfarnham Road.


Provide a signalised pedestrian crossing south of the Brookvale junction.


The Scheme has the potential to provide considerable benefits for public transport users 
on the route as follows: 

· Improved bus journey times and reliability by reallocation of road space and road 
widening and providing Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI).

· Improved facilities for cyclists, pedestrians and the mobility impaired and 
disabled.

· Upgraded traffic signal control system.

· Safety improvement measures.


All of the above are as detailed in QBNPO drawing numbers 116-DSL-001 to 005 
inclusive.
(b) Evaluation of the likely implications, if any, of the proposed development with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated: -

The scheme involves the implementation of a number of measures that will improve the efficiency of bus services operating along the route. A significant amount of bus lanes will be provided.

In addition, junctions along the route will be upgraded and modified to provide improved facilities for pedestrians and other vulnerable road users. Cycle facilities are also proposed along the majority of the route.

The strategy of the Council for Transportation in the County is as follows:

· Promote and facilitate the development of Integrated Land-Use and Transportation proposals based on delivery of the public transport measures outlined in Transport 21 and the forthcoming National Transport Authority Strategy and Implementation plan for the Greater Dublin Area for the period 2010-2030.

· Promote and facilitate the improvement and further development of the public transport system in the County.

· Promote and facilitate the development of cycling and pedestrian facilities in the County for all users in accordance with national and regional policy.

· Promote road safety measures throughout the County, including traffic calming, road signage and parking.

· Continue to implement an integrated traffic management system to make more efficient use of road networks and integrate it in an effective way with public transport.

In light of the above, the proposed development is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

(c) List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development: 
	 
	Name
	Address

	1
	Peter Ryan
	10 Loftus Square, Rathfarnham Gate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

	2
	Mary Maguire
	Beaufort Downs Residents Association, c/o 126 Beaufort Downs, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	3
	Olivia Mitchell 
	TD on behalf of local residents.

	4
	Ciaran Farrelly
	44 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	5
	 Paulette, Patrick & Mary Imelda O’Riordan
	55 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

	6
	Trish Lynch 
	trishmlynch@hotmail.com


	7
	A Kearney
	angela600@eircom.net


	8
	Emma Nolan
	10 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

	9
	John & Teresa Byrne, 
	89 Beaufort Downs – beaufortdowns@gmail.com

	10
	Una Ui Dhuinn
	unauidhuinn@hotmail.com


	11
	Myra O’Regan
	moregan@tcd.ie


	12
	Agatha Fleming
	afleming@ireland.com


	13
	Martin & Emma Gilligan
	 mmgilligan@eircom.net


	14
	Minister Eamon Ryan 
	on behalf of Mary Maguire, 126 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	15
	Jane Sweetman
	resident of Beaufort Downs – jane.sweetman@gmail.com


	16
	Superintendent Eamon Dolan
	Tallaght Gardaí, Belgard Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

	17
	Marian Hendrick
	hengo1@eircom.net

	
	Name
	Address

	18
	Dave Sheenan 


	Representative of Longwood and Stonepark Abbeywood Residents Committee – rescomspalw@googlemail.com

	19
	 Deirdre Boyd
	123 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 – boyddeir@ie.ibm.com


	20
	Imelda O’Neill
	9 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – ioneill93@gmail.com

	21
	Shane O’Neill
	9 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – ioneill93@gmail.com


	22
	 Graham Long
	50 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – grhm.long@gmail.com


	23
	 Ruairi Evers
	‘Fairfield’, 9 Sallynoggin Villas, Upper Glenageary Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin.

	24
	Tim Murphy
	16 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	25
	 Paul O’Reilly
	 5 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	26
	Cllr Cait Keane 
	Represents Agatha Fleming – 
afleming@ireland.com
 

	27
	Dorothea Depner
	50 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – depnerds@gmail.com


	28
	 Cllr Cait Keane
	Motion 12 RACM 14/9/10

	29
	Cllr Emma Coburn 
	Motion 12 RACM 14/9/10

	30
	Peter Murphy
	109 Beafort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	31
	 Andrew O’Connor
	 47 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	32
	C O’ Flynn,
	 130 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	33
	John Walsh
	1 Stonepark Abbey, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	34
	Donal O’Leary
	105 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	35
	Maura P Mullaney
	maura.p.mullaney@goodbody.ie


	36
	 David Manzor
	 Longwood Park, Dublin 14 – dmanzor@gmail.com


	
	Name
	Address

	37
	Andrew & Mary Whelan
	14 Stonepark Abbey, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. marywhelan14@gmail.com

	38
	Elaine Cassells
	153 Stonepark Abbey, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. elainecassells@eircom.net


	39
	Jim & Sheelagh Sharkey
	85 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	40
	 Resident
	9 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. 

	41
	Elizabeth Murphy
	31 Fairbrook Lawns, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	42
	Patricia & Seamus Hannan
	80 Longwood Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	43
	John Keogh, Stonepark Abbey
	john.keogh@bif.ie


	44
	Tom Kitt 
	reps Beaufort Downs residents

	45
	NRA, Olivia Morgan
	St Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, Dublin 4.

	46
	Larry Fenlon
	15 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	47
	Phil Murphy
	48 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – philomurphy@gmail.com


	48
	 Niall Gormley
	107 Whitecliff Estate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	49
	Lea Martin & Chloe Brelsin
	11 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	50
	 Roxana Cabaua
	Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – 75roxana@gmail.com


	51
	 E Walsh
	32 Stonepark Abbey, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	52
	Linde Lunney
	73 Pine Valley Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – family@lunney.net


	53
	Edmond O’Connor
	125 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	54
	Brian O’G.
	42 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	55
	 Miriam McNamee
	42 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.



	
	Name
	Address

	56
	Evelyn ?
	45 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	57
	Jim Davenport
	19 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	58
	Martina & Michael O’Grady
	7 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	59
	Noel M.
	106 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	60
	Claire Dunphy
	8 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	61
	Martin O’Neill
	9 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. 

	62
	Sharon Young
	 12 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	63
	Ken Noble
	18 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	64
	Joan Flood
	20 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	65
	Mary Griffin
	21 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	66
	Catherine Brosnan
	 17 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	67
	 Betty & Jim Fogarty
	97 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	68
	Kevin O’Connell
	98 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	69
	John Keane
	99 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	70
	Ann McHugh
	100 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	71
	Resident
	 46 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	72
	Resident
	 101 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	73
	Jarlath P Keogh
	102 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	74
	Ian Sheerin & Paddy Lord
	 103 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	
	Name
	Address

	75
	Resident
	49 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	76
	Karen O’Malley Doyle
	52 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	77
	Resident
	51 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	78
	Resident
	54 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	79
	Charles Byrne
	56 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	80
	Grace McCauley
	59 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	81
	Resident
	59 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	82
	Resident
	119 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	83
	Resident
	2 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	84
	Niamh Ryan
	 93 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	85
	Gabrielle O’Connell
	131 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	86
	Eithne W
	129 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	87
	Bernard & Mary Maguire
	126 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	88
	Resident
	124 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	89
	Alan D Sullivan
	121 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	90
	Sean Gillard
	120 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	91
	Siobhan Dennehy
	118 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	92
	Niall Walsh
	114 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	93
	Eimear & Rody Campion


	113 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	
	Name
	Address

	94
	Anthony 
	104 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	95
	Resident
	95 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	96
	Rob Whelan
	94 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	97
	Jane Mc  C
	88 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	98
	Resident
	84 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	99
	Natasha Limbb
	82 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	100
	Resident
	 82 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	101
	Anthony Hickey
	40A Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	102
	Steve Goodwin & Jane Sweetman
	36 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	103
	Ann & Gerry O’Meara
	35 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	104
	Gabriel Byrne
	34 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	105
	Joan Byrne
	34 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	106
	M & Paul Doyle
	32 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	107
	Ursula Ellis
	31 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	108
	David & Adrienne Darcy
	28 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	109
	Harriet Coudell
	26 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	110
	Resident
	24 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	111
	Resident
	23 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	112
	Resident


	96 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	
	Name
	Address

	113
	Joseph & Lorraine Lalor
	37 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	114
	Agatha Fleming
	14 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	115
	 Mary P Heffernan & John 
	7 Beaufort Court, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	116
	Anne Martin
	11 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	117
	Moira Staines
	66 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	118
	Brian Hunt
	77 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	119
	Alison Hunt
	77 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	120
	Irene Gavin
	Stonepark Abbey, Dublin 14. – gavinfamily@ireland.com


	121
	Alan Shatter, TD 
	on behalf of residents of Beaufort Downs alan.shatter@oireachtas.ie


	122
	Cllr Cait Keane 
	on behalf of residents of Beaufort Downs ckeane@sdublincoco.ie


	123
	 Anne & Graham
	11 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	124
	Angela O’Donoghue, Vice Person
	Glendoher & District Residents Association, 17 Glendoher Close, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	125
	Angela O’Donoghue
	Ballyboden, Willsbrook and Rathfarnham Residents Association, 17 Glendoher Close, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	126
	Paul O’Neill
	153 Stonepark Abbey, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	127
	Mark Woods
	Chairperson, Silveracre Residents Association, c/o 9 Grange Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	128
	Andrew Shorten
	114 Longwood Park, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	129
	Tony Conroy
	69 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – tonyconroy@dublin.ie



LATE SUBMISSIONS

	
	Name
	Address

	130
	Catriona Ward
	67 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	131
	Christine Warde
	71 Beaufort Downs, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

	132
	Helen O’Connell,
	Stonepark Abbey, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. – oconnellhelen@live.ie


	133
	Suzanne O’Hare
	2 Beaufort Court, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


SUMMARY of Submissions received within the specified period.

The main issues raised were:
	#
	Issue
	Response


	Submission no.
	Number of submissions
	% of total submissions

	1. 
	Objection to the works proposed to the trees and boundary wall at Beaufort Downs, Grange Road.
	All proposed works to the boundary wall and trees at Beaufort Downs, Grange Road will be omitted. The left turning slip road from Grange Road to Rathfarnham Road and the car park improvements will continue to form part of the scheme. This will not impact the trees or the boundary wall.
	All except 1, 10, 12, 16, 41, 45, 48 and 52. 
	125
	94

	2. 
	Suggests there is merit in the left filter lane. 
	The left turning slip road from Grange Road to Rathfarnham Road and the car park improvements will continue to form part of the scheme.


	32, 47, 53
	3
	2.2

	3. 
	What is the cost of the scheme?
	The scheme will be 100% funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA). A cost estimate for the scheme will be prepared and submitted to the NTA for funding approval. 


	12, 26
	2
	1.5

	4. 
	What are the benefits? 


	Time savings, signal upgrading and safety improvements will benefit pedestrians, cyclists, buses and general traffic through out the scheme. This scheme will form part of the Green Route and will connect Tallaght, Rathfarnham and Sandyford.  


	12, 26
	2
	1.5

	5. 
	Noise and vibrations have become more pronounced with the frequency of buses and enhancements to the inbound bus corridor between the junction of Rathfarnham Main street and Butterfield Avenue will lead to increases in vehicular speed (with further implications for noise levels).  

Planting evergreen shrubbery in the central median would help as a noise dampening effect.


	The bus lane along this section will be extended for a short distance from the junction of Butterfield Avenue and to the junction of Main Street, making this a continuous bus lane. There will be no change to the lane configuration or alignment of the road.

Planting on the median will be incorporated in to the scheme, the Parks Department will advice on suitable planting.

Investigations in to the use of low noise surfacing will be carried out.
	1
	1
	0.75

	6. 
	Where is the money to finance this scheme coming from? 


	This scheme will be funded 100% by the National Transport Authority.
	8
	1
	0.75

	7. 
	Suggests all bus stops should have seats and bins. 

Existing leaking bus stops should be repaired.


	These comments will be forwarded to the Dublin Bus.


	10
	1
	0.75

	8. 
	The timing of buses needs to be altered so the 16 and 16a don't arrive at the same time.            

                                                                                                       
	These comments will be forwarded to the Dublin Bus.


	11
	1
	0.75

	9. 
	Altering the signals at the Dodder junction may improve the bus service.

                                
	All signals along the route are going to be upgraded and optimised as part of the scheme.


	11
	1
	0.75

	10. 
	Have other locations on Grange Road been considered for the 16, the bus depot? 


	The extents of the scheme on Grange Road are between the entrance to Beaufort Downs and Loreto Terrace. 


	12
	1
	0.75

	11. 
	Has it be considered to extend the time span of the Grange Road, Rathfarnham Junction signals?


	The signals at the junction of Grange Road, Rathfarnham Road will be upgraded and optimised, it is proposed that all signals along the scheme will be upgraded. 


	12
	1
	0.75

	12. 
	Have the local schools been informed of the proposed scheme?


	Public notices were printed in the national and local press and site notices were also erected.
	12
	1
	0.75

	13. 
	Loss of car parking near the boy’s school. Availability of parking spaces for parents at school time is a current problem along Grange Road.


	The scheme has been amended along Grange Road. No changes are proposed for this section of road.
	18
	1
	0.75

	14. 
	Concern About Dublin Bus changing the current 16 and 16a services.


	These comments will be forwarded to the Dublin Bus.


	25
	1
	0.75

	15. 
	Believes that the overall scheme is a waste of resources and will not reduce the travel times to the city centre.


	Time savings, signal upgrading and safety improvements will benefit pedestrians, cyclists, buses and general traffic through out the scheme.  

This scheme will form part of the Green Route and will connect Tallaght, Rathfarnham and Sandyford.
	30
	1
	0.75

	16. 
	Suggests the left turning filter light should remain at the junction of Rathfarnham Road and Butterfield Avenue.


	The left turning filter light will be retained.
	34
	1
	0.75

	17. 
	Questions why the 74a bus route wasn’t referred to in the plan?

Improvements to the Rathfarnham QBC seem good otherwise.


	The 74a and several other bus routes will benefit from the proposed scheme.
	41
	1
	0.75

	18. 
	Object to the proposed section of bus lane between Yellow House Public House and the Butterfield Avenue Junction and the removal of the left turn filter lane.


	The proposed bus lane between Willbrook Road and Butterfield Avenue is currently a pinch point and causes great delay to the buses at peak times. The traffic signals will be reviewed as part of the detail design stage.


	46
	1
	0.75

	19. 
	Objects to the relocation of the Bus shelter at Texaco, as the new location is a much narrower point of the road and will only add to the problems for motorists and further congestion. 


	The new location for the bus stop on Rathfarnham Road will be more accessible and will no longer be in conflict with the entrance and exit of the service station.


	46
	1
	0.75

	20. 
	Bus and cycle lane on Grange Road is a good proposal, although it may have objections in relation to environmental and cost issues.          Comments that the cycle lane could be reinstated on the opposite footpath between Butterfield Avenue and Willbrook Road junctions.  The removal of the cycle lane on Rathfarnham Road between Brookvale Road and Castleside Drive junctions and the transfer of the road space to a new bus lane is probably justified. The Toucan crossing on the east side of the Dodder Park Road junction should be reinstated. 


	All proposed works to the boundary wall and trees at Beaufort Downs, Grange Road will be omitted. The left turning slip road from Grange Road to Rathfarnham Road and the car park improvements will continue to form part of the scheme. This will not impact the trees or the boundary wall.

The out bound off road cycle lane between Butterfield Avenue and Willbrook Road junctions will be reviewed at the detailed design stage.

It is proposed to upgrade and improve all pedestrian facilities along the route. 


	48
	1
	0.75

	21. 
	Delighted about the proposed changes to the Dodder Park Road junction and the elimination of the right turn out of town.  


	The proposed right turn ban to Rathdown Park is being considered as part of the DCC Part 8 process. A decision will be made in March.


	52
	1
	0.75

	22. 
	Would like a solution to the hold up for buses from Grange Road turning left on to Rathfarnham Road, where the bus does not need to stop. 


	A left turning slip lane for buses and cyclists is proposed at the junction of Grange Road and Rathfarnham Road. 

 
	52
	1
	0.75

	23. 
	Commented on the status of Taylor’s lane QBC and the financial constraints of SDCC.


	Taylor’s Lane QBC forms part of the QBN network. This scheme will be 100% funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA).
	124,125
	2
	1.5

	24. 
	Suggests electronic bus arrival times should be displayed at major bus stops and ticket machines should be at bus stops.  


	RTPI along the scheme is included in the proposals. 

This comment will be forwarded to Dublin Bus.
	128
	1
	0.75

	25. 
	Comments that there are no radial bus services from Rathfarnham to Sandyford Industrial Estate or Leopardstown.  


	The QBN Office is working on proposals for the Green Route QBC which will connect Tallaght, Rathfarnham and Sandyford. 


	128
	1
	0.75

	26. 
	Suggests that bollards should be erected along the footpath outside Beaufort Downs, Grange Road to prevent parking along this section of road.
	This section has been omitted from the scheme.
	129
	1
	0.75


(d) Indication of the manner in which it is proposed to proceed:


Following consideration of the submissions received, the following modifications to 
the scheme are proposed:

· All proposed works to the boundary wall and trees at Beaufort Downs (94% 
of submissions referred to this section) Grange Road will be omitted. The left 
turning slip road from Grange Road to Rathfarnham Road and the car park 
improvements will continue to form part of the scheme. This will not impact 
the trees or the boundary wall.

· The detailed design of the scheme will keep reference to the submissions 
above in accordance with the responses.


This report is submitted in compliance with the requirements of the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000 – 2006 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 – 2007.


Managers Recommendations:


It is recommended that the County Council approve of the proposed scheme as set 
out in 
the foregoing report and as shown on the recommended scheme drawings.


END REPORT: QBN Project Office – 25.01.2011”
 Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads,  presented the report and highlighted a number of issues.
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That the Council proceed with the Scheme in accordance with the attached report.”
H14/0311
PROPOSED  EXTINGUISHMENT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  RIGHT  OF WAY  OVER  LANEWAY  TO  SIDE  AND  REAR  OF  16 TYMONVILLE  DRIVE  AND  REAR  OF  12 - 14  TYMONVILLE DRIVE,  TALLAGHT

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was Considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 
Monday 28th February, 2011. 


It was Proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and Agreed:


 “that this Committee Recommends to the Council that the Public Right of Way over 
laneway to side and rear of 16 Tymonville Drive and to the rear of 12-14 Tymonville 
Drive, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 1055 be extinguished.”


The extinguishment is to be effected by means of incorporation into the gardens of 
14 and 16 Tymonville Drive.


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.  If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following 
resolution is required:


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 
Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right of way over laneway to side and 
rear of 16 Tymonville Drive and to the rear of 12-14 Tymonville Drive, Tallaght, as 
shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 1055 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY, 2011

HEADED ITEM  NO. 5 


PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER 
LANEWAY TO SIDE AND REAR OF 16, TYMONVILLE DRIVE AND TO THE 
REAR OF 12 – 14 TYMONVILLE DRIVE, TALLAGHT,  DUBLIN 24.  DRAWING 
RE 1055.

The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 
22nd  November, 2010.


“Drawing No. RE 1055 shows a laneway to side and rear of 16, Tymonville Drive, and 
to the rear of 12-14, Tymonville Drive, Tallaght, shaded in red. 


The Development Department have negotiated terms for the disposal of this laneway 
to the owners of 14 & 16 Tymonville Drive, and have requested that the procedure to 
extinguish the public right of way over this laneway be initiated.


If the Committee agree, the procedure to extinguish the public right-of-way as listed 
above will be initiated.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 
2nd December, 2010 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of 
the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and 
requests for an oral hearing was 
Monday 31st January, 2011.

 
No submissions were received.

Report on Existing Services


Public Lighting: There is 1 public lighting column in the laneway which will be 


       removed by the Roads Department.  


Water and Drainage:  no objections.


Bord Gais and Eircom:  no objections.


UPC/NTL:  has underground services within that part of the laneway adjoining 16, 
 Tymonville Drive. The applicant should contact UPC/NTL prior to carrying 
        
out any work in this area.


ESB:  have no objection but insist they are contacted before the commencement of     
any works.


It is proposed to affect the closure by incorporating the laneway into the gardens of 
14 and 16, Tymonville Drive.  


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved 
function of the Council. 


Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the 
Council.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED that:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right of way over laneway to side and rear of 16 Tymonville Drive and to the rear of 12-14 Tymonville Drive, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 1055 be extinguished.” 
H15/0311
2010  AUDIT  COMMITTEE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The Mayor introduced Mr. Thomas Stone, Chairperson of the Audit Committee and the following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“2010 Audit Committee Annual Report 

Circular Fin 11/2007 requires the Audit Committee to report to Council at least 
annually and in any event within three months of the end of each calendar year.  The 
members of the current Audit Committee were only appointed by Council on 9th 
November 2009.  As a result the presentation of an annual report in respect of 2009 
was not possible.  However, in order to comply with the requirement to report 
annually, a report on 2010 activity at that date was presented to Council at its 
meeting on the 13th September 2010.    


The Audit Committee had scheduled meetings on the following dates in 2010: 


9th March


8th June


14th September


14th December   (The meeting on the 14th December was cancelled as a quorum was 
not reached).


 In summary, the following matters were addressed by the Committee at the three 
meetings held during 2010:

1.  Financial Situation 

2. Annual Financial Statement & Report of Local Government Auditor 

3. Strategic Audit Plan 2010 - 2014 

4. Annual Audit Plan 2010/2011 

5. Audit Recommendations 

6. Risk Management 

7. Progress Report on implementation of recommendations on VFM Report 23 
(Development of Internal Audit in Local Authorities) 


It is confirmed that during the course of 2010 the Committee has not become aware 
from its own work and has not been advised by management of any materially 
adverse instances occurring in the financial and operational management of Council 
activities.  

The committee is of the opinion that its work programme to date complies with 
requirements of the function of the Audit Committee.


The Committee wishes to thank the County Manager and his staff for their 
cooperation and support. 


Thomas Stone


Chair


Audit Committee


South Dublin County Council Audit Committee

The second Audit Committee was established by resolution of the Council on the 9th 
November, 2009.  The Committee consists of seven members, four external and 
three Councillors as follows:

 
External Members:

Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology


Tallaght (Chair)


Mr. Gerry Lynch, FCA, MBA, Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital 
incorporating the National Children’s Hospital


Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, New Mark Solutions (Nominee of South Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce)


Mr. Peter Byrne, CEO South Dublin Chamber of Commerce


 Councillors:

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell


Cllr John Lahart


Cllr Derek Keating

 Schedule of Attendance 
	Attendance 2010
	March 
	June 
	September 
	December 2010

	Elected Members
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cllr. Gus O’ Connell
	Yes
	Apologies
	Yes
	Cancelled quorum not achieved 

	Cllr. Derek Keating
	Apologies
	Apologies
	Yes
	

	Cllr John Lahart
	Apologies
	Yes
	Apologies
	

	External Members
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mr.   Thomas Stone
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Cancelled quorum not achieved

	Mr. Gerry Lynch
	Yes
	Apologies
	Yes
	

	Mr. Gerry O’Reilly
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	

	Mr. Peter Byrne
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



Councillor W. Lavelle thanked Mr. Stone for the report and queried if a meeting of the Committee was due to take place prior to the casual vacancy being 
filled.  It was noted that a recommendation on filling the casual vacancy would be filled at the next Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting which is due to be held on Thursday 24th March in advance of the next Audit Committee meeting.
 H16/0311
MINISTER  FOR  DEFENCE'S  COMMENTS  ON  COUNTY DEVELOPMENT  PLAN  (AERODROME  AT  BALDONNEL)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Members will be aware that the issue of the Security zone around Casement 
Aerodrome was the issue of extensive discussion during the adoption of the 
Development Plan. At the amendments to the Draft Development Plan stage in May 
2010 the elected members decided to include the following policy:


Policy EE39A: Casement Aerodrome- Security Consultation Zone

It is the policy of the Council to amend the current Department of Defence 
Security Zone Restriction around Casement Aerodrome so that it becomes 
a Security Consultation Zone, within which standard security measures will 
be applied in line with international best practice at military and civilian 
aerodromes.  The state airports at Dublin, Cork and Shannon operate the 
highest levels of security.  The security measures at Baldonnell should be 
the same as those imposed at these state airports. 

 Having considered relevant Motions, the submissions made on this matter including 
those from the  Department, legal advice and the advice of the County Manager in 
relation to Casement Aerodrome, at the September 2010 meeting it was the decision 
of the Council to finalise the wording of the relevant revised new policy as follows:


"Policy: Casement Aerodrome – Security Consultation Zone

That it is the policy of South Dublin County Council to seek to amend the 
Security Zone restriction around Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell, so that 
it becomes a Security Consultation Zone, within which standard security 
measures will be applied in line with international best practice at military 
and civilian aerodromes.  Furthermore, the said issue shall be brought back to 
this Council within one year of adoption of this Development Plan to be considered by 
way of variation of the Development Plan when full technical and legal advice is 
available to the Members.’  
 
The elected members of South Dublin County Council strongly requested that the 
County Manager pursue the above policy with the Department in a prompt fashion. 
Accordingly, a letter issued to the Minister for Defence on 21st September, a meeting 
with officials was held on 17th November (at which the members views as expressed 
at the meeting were outlined), and a reply has been received from the Minister 
Eamon O’ Cuiv, T.D. dated 17th February 2011, (listed under correspondence for 
today’s meeting).

 
In the letter the Minister states (inter alia) that : “in my capacity as a prescribed 
body…..I wish to outline my position… it has been Government policy to 
retain…(Casement)…..exclusively for military purposes…….I do not intend to change 
that policy.”   On Security he states : “The Department is not prepared to amend the 
security restricted  zone……..to a security consultation zone…..” However he does 
indicate that the Department is prepared to discuss an “agreed protocol” subject to 
strict conditions including that the “set criteria ..would be adhered to in all 
circumstances with no possible deviation”,  that “discussions would only be 
conducted between officials of the Department and officials of South Dublin County 
Council”  and that  “no third parties would be allowed to participate nor .. be advised 
of the content of any protocol until it is finalised”.

 Given the objective as stated in the Plan the Members should now consider the 
position  as outlined by the Minister and whether discussions should proceed with the 
Department on a “protocol” subject to the conditions as set out above.”
Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner presented this report and outlined the issues which it raised.
Councillor T. Delaney expressed his disappointment, although not surprise, at the Minister’s response, which he described as complete non engagement and he strongly urged the Council to relay this disappointment to the Minister.
Councillors Lavelle, Corr, Keane, Hannon and Brophy also spoke in similar terms and were very disappointed at the tone of the letter.  The Members stated that the adoption of the County Development Plan was a reserved function and the Minister’s letter conveyed a significant lack of clarity as to what a “security zone” entailed. Members also took exception to being described as a “third party” when it was quite clear that Members had the right to decide what happens in the preparation of the Development Plan. They agreed that difficulties in seeking clarity will only be resolved through discussions with the Department.
Mayor Councillor M. Corr stated that this matter was discussed at the CPG Meeting earlier at which it had been noted that there is now a new Minister for Defence in place, and the CPG recommended that the Council should seek clarification on whether the position as outlined in the letter from the previous Minister reflects the view of the new Minister and his Department.
It was unanimously AGREED to seek a review of the decision.

The report was NOTED.

H17/0311
COUNCIL  APPROVAL  FOR  BORROWING  IN  2011 FOR COMPLETION PHASES OF FINAL CAPPING AT ARTHURSTOWN LANDFILL
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council, on behalf of Dublin City Council, Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council and ourselves, has responsibility for undertaking the 
planning, development and operation of the landfill site at Arthurstown, Kill.


Following the closure of the Arthurstown facility, works are now required to complete 
the final capping of the site as required under the EPA Licence. Final capping has 
been completed on the substantial part of the site however, the final phases of works 
are to be undertaken during 2011 and 2012 and involve the capping of the remaining 
75,000 sq metres.


The works involve ongoing engineered capping with HDPE (High Density 
Polyethylene) being placed over Landfill waste in addition to 800mm subsoil and 
200mm topsoil cover.  Works also include construction of a gas collection pipe 
network system and a leachate collection system which protects groundwater from 
pollution and reduces odours, as well as minimising the fire risk from methane gas 
caused by waste decomposition and the estimated cost of works required in 2011 is 
€5.5 million with an additional €4.5 million requirement for 2012.


It has previously been agreed by the three Dublin Authorities that such works should 
be funded by means of a loan to be funded by contributions from each of the 
Authorities on a per use basis. As the lead authority, the seeking of approval and 
quotations for the loan is arranged by South Dublin County Council.


The estimated capital expenditure in respect of these works is as follows:

	Arthurstown Landfill Capping
	 

	2011 Requirement
	€5.5m

	2012 Requirement
	€4.5m

	 
	 

	TOTAL
	€10.0m



Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €10 
million subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government.”
Councillor E. Coburn requested clarification on term of loan and interest rates being sought.  Councillor W. Lavelle noted that this item was on the Agenda last year and queried why the Council did not borrow sufficiently then to cover the costs associated with the capping of the landfill.  Councillor T. Gilligan queried how the Council would be in a position to borrow this money as most businesses were being refused loans and also requested clarification on how this loan would be repaid.

Councillor C. Keane acknowledged that this work had to be done as part of the initial licence for Kill and would be on a per capita basis with Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council and South Dublin County Council. She also queried if a method is in place for capture of methane gases.

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance replied to the Members queries and stated that the money would possibly be drawn down in two tranches.  She explained that the work was weather dependent and it was hoped to carry out some of the work during 2011 and the final quarter of 2012.   She confirmed that interest rates would be dependent on the market at the time of drawdown.  The two options open to the Council are by tendering or application to the Housing Finance Agency (if the money required had a domestic element to the purpose of the loan).  South Dublin County Council’s usage of the site is approx 28-30% and accordingly the repayment would be based on this percentage usage.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services, informed the Members that the Council’s liability for this landfill will be ongoing for the next 20 years to comply with high environmental standards.  She also stated that the Council has a contract in place for the capture of the methane gas.

Ms Henehan undertook to forward full details on capping costs to the members and to clarify the position in relation to drawing down money from the Housing Finance Agency.

The report was NOTED and it AGREED on the proposition of Councillor M. Corr,  seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Council approve the raising of a loan for €10 million subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

H18/0311
2011  FIXED-TERM  TENANT  PURCHASE  SCHEME  FOR  LONG-STANDING  TENANTS 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Scheme is for the sale of houses under Section 90 of the Housing Act 1966 and 
in compliance with the Housing (Sale of Houses to Long-Standing Tenants) 
Regulations 2011, S.I. 82 of 2011. 


The new scheme will only apply to tenants of 10 years standing, or longer. The 
scheme will only be open for applications to 31st December 2011 and all sales must 
be finalised by 31st December 2012 ( The Scheme will expire on that date) . The 
2011 Scheme provides for a maximum discount of 45% on market price, based on a 
3% discount for each year of tenancy up to a maximum of 15 years. The current 
scheme, adopted in 1995, remains in place until June 2012 as previously advised to 
the Members. The 2011 scheme will be additional to the existing scheme for the 
period of time it is in force. Under the Regulations the 2011 Purchase Scheme has to 
be adopted no later than 15th April 2011. 


All eligible tenants will be notified of the new scheme once it has been adopted. 
Purchases under this scheme may be funded by the tenants own resources, or by 
means of a mortgage from a commercial financial institution or by way of a Local 
Authority loan., ( which is subject to the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 
2009 and the related Credit Policy). 


The purchase money for a dwelling shall be paid in full on the completion of the sale. 
The Market Value of the dwelling will be the amount which (in the opinion of the 
Council that owns it) a dwelling if sold on the open market in its existing state of 
repair and condition. The dwelling will be sold in fee simple, by means of a transfer 
order and the dwelling shall be occupied as a normal place of residence by the 
purchaser  and the dwelling shall not, without the consent of the Local Authority be 
mortgaged, under s.90 of the Housing Act 1966- (same as existing scheme). 

There are some dwellings excluded from the 2011 scheme including homes provided 
for the elderly, apartments, houses that should not be sold for reasons of housing 
stock management or on account of their structural condition or due to proposed 
improvement works, caravans and mobile homes and traveller group housing.


I recommend the adoption by the Members of the Draft 2011 Purchase Scheme for 
Long-Standing tenants as set out below.

2011 PURCHASE SCHEME FOR LONG-STANDING TENANTS


THE 2011 PURCHASE SCHEME FOR LONG-STANDING TENANTS ADOPTED 
BY SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL (THE HOUSING AUTHORITY) FOR 
THE SALE OF HOUSES UNDER SECTION 90 OF THE HOUSING ACT 1966 AND 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE HOUSING (SALE OF HOUSES TO LONG-STANDING TENANTS) REGULATIONS 2011 IS AS FOLLOWS:-

 Dwellings covered by this Purchase Scheme

1.                  Subject to paragraph 2, dwellings provided by the housing authority 
that are owned by them and let to tenants with reckonable tenancy in excess of 10 
years shall be offered for sale under this Purchase Scheme in their existing state of 
repair and condition to those tenants or joint tenants.  Reckonable tenancy shall be 
calculated in accordance with paragraph 5.

Exclusions from this Purchase Scheme

2.                  There shall not be offered for sale under this scheme:


(a)   dwellings that have been specifically designed for occupation by one or more 
than one elderly person;


(b)   separate and self-contained flats in a premises, divided into two or more flats; 
which would require arrangements for the upkeep and management of common 
areas, works or services other than by the purchaser;


(c)   dwellings specifically designed for occupation by travellers, where more than one 
such dwelling is provided on the land concerned;


(d)   caravans, mobile homes or a structure or a thing (whether on wheels or not) 
that is capable of being moved from one place to another (whether by towing, 
transport on a vehicle or trailer, or otherwise);


(e)   dwellings that in the opinion of the housing authority ought not to be sold for 
reasons of proper management of the authority’s stock of housing accommodation or 
on account of their structural condition;


(f)    dwellings that ought not to be sold for the time being on account of proposals 
the authority has to carry out reconstruction or improvement works under section 12 
of the Housing Act 1988 or for the regeneration of the area concerned.


Purchase money and definition of market value

3.                  (1)  The purchase money for each dwelling shall be its market value 
reduced first by the amount of the discount under paragraph 4 and then by any 
allowance under paragraph 6.


(2)   In paragraph (a) “market value” means the amount which, in the opinion of the 
housing authority that owns it, a dwelling, if sold on the open market in its existing 
state of repair and condition and not subject to the special conditions 
referred to 
in paragraph 10,might reasonably be expected to realise, reduced,


(i)   where improvements have been carried out to a dwelling other than by or on 
behalf of the authority, by the portion (if any) of such amount that, in the opinion of 
the authority, is attributable to such improvements, and


(ii)  where the site of a dwelling was provided to the authority for a nominal sum, by 
the excess (if any) of the market value of the site over such sum.


Discount

4.                 The discount to be applied when determining the purchase money 
under paragraph 3 shall be an amount equal to 3 per cent of the market value in 
respect of each year of the reckonable period of tenancy determined by the housing 
authority in accordance with paragraph 5, subject to a maximum of 45 per cent of 
the market value.


Reckonable tenancy

5.                 (1) Subject to subparagraphs (2) and (3) below, the reckonable period 
of tenancy shall be the aggregate, on the earlier of the date of the completion of the 
sale or 31 December 2011, of the following periods to such extent as they are not 
contemporaneous:


(a)   the period of the tenancy of the purchaser or his or her spouse or civil partner of 
the dwelling being purchased and of any other dwelling let by and not purchased 
from a housing authority,


(b)  the period (if any) during which the purchaser or his or her spouse or civil 
partner occupied the dwelling as a purchaser under the terms of a previous sale of 
the dwelling by the housing authority, and


(c) where the purchaser or his or her spouse or civil partner –


(i)   was, for a period of at least one year immediately preceding his or her 
appointment as tenant of any dwelling by a housing authority, bona fide resident in 
such dwelling as a member of the household of the preceding tenant, and


(ii)  succeeded to the tenancy of such dwelling, the period that would be reckonable 
in respect of such preceding tenant by virtue of this paragraph if such tenant were 
purchasing the particular dwelling to which the purchaser succeeded him or her as 
tenant.


 (2)   In the case of joint tenants of a dwelling, the longest period of a joint tenant in 
each category referred to in subparagraph (1) shall be included in the reckonable 
period of tenancy for the purposes of this Scheme.


 (3)   The reckonable period of tenancy determined in accordance with 
subparagraphs (1) and (2) shall be rounded up to the next number of complete years 
where such rounding up would not result in the addition of more than six months to 
such period.


 Allowance for capital paid.

6.                    An allowance shall be deducted from the market value, after the 
discount under paragraph 4 has been allowed, of an amount equal to the amount (if 
any) of capital paid to the housing authority by the purchaser or his or her spouse or 
civil partner in accordance with the terms of a previous sale of the dwelling to him or 
her or to his or her spouse or civil partner by the authority, provided that the 
authority did not repay such capital to the purchaser or his or her spouse or civil 
partner.


Sale in Fee simple

7.                   A dwelling shall be sold in fee simple, by prescribed transfer order.


 Payment for the dwelling

8.                  (1)  The purchase money for a dwelling shall be paid to the housing 
authority in full on the completion of the sale.


 (2)  Where any portion of the purchase money is being financed by way of a loan by 
a housing authority to the purchaser under section 11 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1992, “paid” means, in relation to the said portion, the completion by 
the purchaser of a mortgage contract in respect of such loan.


 State of repair

9.                  No warranty shall apply or be deemed to be implied as to the state of 
repair or condition or the fitness for human habitation of a dwelling being sold.  All 
responsibility for the repair and maintenance of the dwelling shall rest with the 
purchaser.


 Special conditions

10.                The following special conditions shall apply to a dwelling sold under 
this purchase scheme for a period of 20 years from the date of the transfer order –


(a)  the dwelling shall, unless the housing authority otherwise allow, be occupied as a 
normal place of residence by the purchaser or the purchaser’s successor in title or by 
a member of the purchaser’s family or the family of his successor in title,  


(b)  the dwelling or any part thereof shall not, without the consent of the housing 
authority, be mortgaged, charged or alienated otherwise than by devise or operation 
of law.


 Period of application of this Purchase Scheme and closing date for the 
receipt of applications

11.              (a)  This purchase scheme shall apply from the date of its adoption until 
31 December 2012.


(b)  The period within which the housing authority shall receive an application by a 
tenant to purchase a dwelling under this purchase scheme shall begin on the date of 
its adoption and end on 31 December 2011.”
A discussion on the Scheme took place with contributions from Councillors Looney, Duff, Keane, and Coburn.  The main points discussed were as follows:

· Timeframes applicable 

· Mechanisms in place to ensure people with history of anti-social behaviour are excluded from purchasing under the Scheme

· Provision for claw-back / restrictions on future sell-on and right of Council to request details of new purchaser

· Impact of negative equity on the purchaser/Council

· Equations and arbitration to arrive at market price 

· Availability of local authority loans to finance TPs

· Implications of sale of LA housing stock

Mr B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community, responded to all Members queries as follows: 

· Valuations will be prepared on behalf of the Council based on market value at time of application to purchase, with a right of the purchaser to appeal and seek an independent valuation

· Council loans are available subject to usual criteria

· In the interest of good estate management and to create stable communities Garda vetting will take place  

· Need to create a balance between generating internal capital receipts against loss of housing stock to ensure continued funding for other housing associated services 

· All applications for the Scheme to be submitted by the end of 2011 and all transactions to be completed by December 2012.

Mr. Coman concluded by stating that if required by the Members he would be happy to have this item on the agenda of the next Housing SPC to discuss further.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M Corr,  seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:

“That the Council adopt the  2011 Purchase Scheme for Long-Standing tenants as set out in the foregoing report.”
H19/0311
NEILSTOWN  BOXING  CLUB  -  APPROVAL  OF  REGISTRATION OF  CHARGE  IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  MINISTER  FOR  TOURISM, CULTURE  AND  SPORT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Item number H – 1 (8) approving the Registration of Charge in favour of the 
Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport in relation to the extension to Neilstown 
Community Centre to accommodate Neilstown Boxing Club was approved at the 
January Council Meeting.


This charge was in relation to a grant from the Department of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport the sum of €350,000 from the 2007 Sports Capital Programme, towards the 
cost of the above works. 


 In drawing up the legal pack, it has come to light that the Chief State Solicitor’s 
Office wishes to have a further Rapid Top-Up grant payable from the Department of 
Community ,Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs, in the sum of €105,000, included in the 
Deed of Covenant and Charge.  This brings the overall grant allocation to €455,000.


 A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council, as registered 
owner of the property, to enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister 
for Tourism, Culture and Sport to ensure the continued use of the facility for 
community and sporting purposes for a specified period of fifteen years and in the 
event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This 
Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s 
title to enable the draw down of grant monies.


 In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may 
approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, 
guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this 
nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition 
would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds 
provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.


 Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:


 “That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the 
Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Tourism, 
Culture and Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved 
state grant funding of €455,000, to continue the use of the facility at Neilstown 
Boxing Club, Neilstown Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 (property as shown outlined in 
red on attached O.S. Sheet No. 3261-19 and floor plan) for community and sporting 
purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to 
do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of 
Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”. 

Mr. B. Coman clarified to the Members that this Item was previously considered by the Council in January 2011 but was now required to be brought back to the March meeting as the Chief State Solicitor’s office required that a RAPID top up of €105,000 be included in the Deed of Covenant.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €455,000, to continue the use of the facility at Neilstown Boxing Club, Neilstown Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 (property as shown outlined in red on attached O.S. Sheet No. 3261-19 and floor plan) for community and sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.
CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial
 Co1/0311
Letter, dated 08th February 2011, from Minister for Community, Equality & Gaeltacht Affairs in further reply to SDCC's letter of 15/01/2010 regarding Drugs Funding ( M12 January 2010, item no. 21543)

Co2/0311
Letter, dated 17th February 2011, from Minister for Defence regarding the County Development Plan
Co3/03/11
Letter, dated 22nd February 2011, from Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Innovation in further reply to SDCC's letter of 15/01/10 regarding Minimum Wage  ( M1 December 2010, item no. 26061)

Other
Co4/0311
2 x Letters, by email dated 14th February 2011, from Galway City Council regarding:-


(1) sentencing of Sakineh Ashtiani to Death by Stoning;  (2) Magdalene Laundries.
Co5/0311
Letter dated 24th February 2011, from Monaghan Town Council regarding votes for the Irish Diaspora.
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION


ROAD MARGINS AND OPEN SPACES

M1/0311
In accordance with Standing Order No 20 as Councillor T. Ridge was not present when this item was reached the motion was dropped:

“That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces owned or maintained by this council where youths congregate for drinking and drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles) being discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children, my query is to ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.”
M2/0311
LITTER MANAGEMENT


It was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle and seconded by Cllr E. Coburn:

“That this Council, further to discussions at the February 2011 Council meeting, requests the Manager to present a detailed report on the implementation and outcomes of the now-lapsed County Litter Management Plan 2008-2010, with particular reference to the implementation plan for Objective 1 i.e. to "identify litter black-spots and organise an operational plan to eliminate them"; and to further request the Manager to again consider my repeated requests to expand the council's hand-cart services to areas of the county, such as Lucan South, where residents' groups are very active in arranging community clean-ups but where there is currently no permanent regular cleansing service as exists in other urban areas of the county, given that such a hand-cart service could be most beneficial in helping to eliminate litter black-spots.”

REPORT:

“The Litter Management Plan 2008-2011 was adopted by the Council in June 
2008 and is due to expire in June 2011. The initiation of the Review process is 
scheduled for discussion at the next meeting of the Environment SPC. The Review 
process will include the presentation of a comprehensive report on the 
implementation of the plan along with proposals for inclusion in a new Plan.


With regard to the provision of Handcart Services in the South Lucan Area and as 
advised in previous discussion at Area Committee level, this proposal will be 
considered in the broader context of achieving the efficiencies required under the 
Croke Park Agreement.  As part of the current years work and included in the 
proposals for the next Litter Management Plan is a number of campaigns aimed at 
reducing the level of littering in the county thereby reducing the resource required to 
clear up after the offenders.”
Councillor Lavelle spoke of his continued exasperation on the litter problems. He stated that money was not the answer to the problem and once again requested that extra staff (to include hand cart services) be re-introduced into the area.  Councillor E. Coburn fully supported the Motion and referred to the need to break the cycle of littering which has become a habit to many individuals.


Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services, advised that the new Draft Litter Management Plan and a number of initiatives would be discussed at the Environment SPC.  As the Council is working under the Croke Park Agreement it is doing it’s best to address issues where there was the greatest need.


The Motion was PASSED.
M3/0311
GARDA VETTING PROCESS


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Council calls on Garda Management to give a commitment to ensure that their vetting process for housing allocations takes no longer than 28 days, as the extremely lengthy delays in the current  Garda vetting process are severely punitive and unacceptable and deny the timely progression of eligible families into their new homes/schemes.”

REPORT:

“The Council is obliged to carry out Garda checks in relation to the following areas of 
its Housing activity.


A. Checks on applicants who have applied for Council Housing and who are nearing 
the top of the waiting list.


B. Tenants seeking transfers to alternative accommodation.


C. Applicants under the Rental Accommodation Scheme


D. Applicants for housing who have presented to the Council as homeless persons


E. Housing applicants about to be nominated to Voluntary Housing bodies.


F. Applicants who have applied to be included on the rent in a Local Authority 
dwelling.


G. Existing tenants who have been reported to the Council as being responsible for 
anti social behaviour.


H. Applicants seeking housing under the Applicant Sourced Housing and Choice 
Based Leasing schemes.


There are currently 251 Garda checks outstanding from 33 Garda Stations, many of 
which are outside the Dublin area.  


The Council is aware that demands for Garda Checks have grown significantly over 
recent years due to such matters as child protection, Employment vetting, Voluntary 
and Community activity etc. It is further understood that the process of carrying 
out each check can be cumbersome since each incident involving an individual will 
 have a separate PULSE ID.


The Council is in regular contact with the local Garda Superintendents and Chief 
Superintendents and has sought at all times to increase their awareness of the 
urgency of Gardai checks and the good working relationships which exist have been 
invaluable in this regard.  The matter will be included for discussion also at a future 
Joint Policing Committee.


If this motion is passed the terms thereof will be conveyed to Garda Management.”

Councillor Corr spoke on the need for a protocol to be adopted through the Joint Policing Committee as the current delays in Garda vetting were leaving tenants very frustrated and unable to progress with attaining suitable housing.

Councillors King, Duff and Kearns all strongly supported the Motion and stated that the vetting processes is becoming one of the biggest burdens to both applicants and staff.  A turnaround time of 28days was felt to be a reasonable length of time but there was an acknowledgement of difficulties in dealing with Garda stations outside of the South Dublin County area which is proving to be a very lengthy ordeal for most, as well as the burden of requirement for multiple vettings (of any one individual) for various reasons..


Councillor J. Lahart suggested that the matter be brought as a Headed Item to the Joint Policing Committee.


Mr. B.Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community, acknowledged the difficulties being experienced and stated that the Council would endeavor to also have a look at internal procedures.

The motion was PASSED.
M4/0311
COVENANT OF MAYORS 


 It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council signs up to The Covenant of Mayors which is a commitment by signatory towns and cities and counties to go beyond the objectives of EU energy policy in terms of reduction in CO2 emissions through enhanced energy efficiency and cleaner energy production and use.”

REPORT:

“South Dublin County Council has been very pro-active in recent years in the area of 
developing and implementing sustainable energy initiatives.


The South Dublin Sustainable Energy Strategy 2008-2011 is an energy action 
plan to achieve improvements in our energy systems and supplies in the interests of 
greater efficiencies, long term sustainability and limiting our impact on climate 
change.


The South Dublin County Council Climate Change Strategy 2009 was 
developed through the Environment Strategic Policy Committee in accordance with 
the National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 to promote best practice in relation 
to climate change issues.


There have been a range of SDCC-led initiatives in relation to our Housing Stock 
and Municipal Energy Supply aimed at increasing energy efficiency including an 
ongoing Council housing refurbishment programme (boilers, insulation, and windows) 
and re-tendering of the municipal energy supply. SDCC has also piloted individual 
renewable technologies such as solar, biomass and CHP in public buildings.  


SDCC has also led the planning and implementation of new large scale rail-based 
Sustainable Communities in Adamstown and Clonburris, where the focus has 
been on land-use and transport integration as well as up-front facilities provision. 


The Tallaght Pilot Energy Study 2010 was the first step in the preparation of a 
baseline inventory of energy consumption for the entire county to inform future 
policy and strategy. This inventory was the first stage in the preparation of a 
Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) for South Dublin County as required 
by the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2010-2016. The purpose of 
the SEAP is to show how this Council can achieve its CO2 reduction target by 2020. It 
is required to include actions concerning both the public and private sector operating 
within the geographical area of the plan.


South Dublin County Council has registered with the Energy Management System 
(MAP) supported by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) which 
enables the management and monitoring of all initiatives through the appointment of 
an Energy Champion and interdepartmental Energy Team. The Energy Team within 
the Council has met relevant energy stakeholders within Tallaght Town Centre with a 
view to exploring the possibility of establishing a local sustainable community 
network in Tallaght using the Pilot Energy Study as a starting point for these 
discussions.


In addition, South Dublin County Council is part of a project team with partners from 
several EU countries co-ordinated by the Town and Country Planning Association 
(TCPA) which sought EU funding for a Local Energy Action Leadership Project 
under an EU IEE call for bids. A major part of this is to prepare a Sustainable 
Energy Action Plan (SEAP) for South Dublin County. The EU has approved the bid 
in principle and negotiations are now taking place on the detailed actions required. 


As part of the SEAP preparation process South Dublin County Council will register 
with the EU ‘Covenant of Mayors’, an ambitious European Commission initiative 
directly targeting local authorities and their citizens to take the lead in the fight 
against global warming.  All Covenant of Mayors signatories make a voluntary and 
unilateral commitment to go beyond EU objectives in terms of reduction in CO2 
emissions.


Local authorities have a key role in mitigating climate change. Over half of 
greenhouse gas emissions are created in and by cities. 80% of the population lives 
and works in cities, where up to 80% of energy is consumed. Local authorities, being 
the closest administration to the citizens are ideally positioned to understand their 
concerns. Moreover, they can address the challenges in a comprehensive way, 
facilitating the conciliation between the public and private interest and the integration 
of sustainable energy into overall local development goals, be it development of 
alternative energy, more efficient energy use or changes in behaviour. 


Local governments must therefore become leading actors for implementing 
sustainable energy policies, and must be recognised and supported in their effort. 
The Covenant of Mayors gives the lead to Europe's pioneering cities to mitigate 
climate change through the implementation of intelligent local sustainable energy 
policies that create stable local jobs, increase citizens' quality of life and address 
crucial social issues. The formal commitment of signatories is translated into concrete 
measures and projects. Signatory cities undertake to report and being monitored on 
their implementation of their Action Plans. Signatories also commit to allocating 
sufficient human resources to the tasks, mobilising society in their geographical areas 
to take part in implementation of the action plan, including organisation of local 
energy days, and networking. The Covenant also affords valuable opportunities to 
share experience and best practices with others.


The attached document sets out the terms and conditions of joining and the following 
link provides access to the Covenant of Mayors website which includes a Frequently 
Asked Questions section - http://www.eumayors.eu/home_en.htm.


In order to make application to join the Covenant of Mayors, a resolution of the 
Council is required which commits the Council, amongst other things, to submit a 
Sustainable Energy Action Plan including a baseline emission inventory which 
outlines how the objectives will be reached, within one year of formally signing the 
Covenant. The basis of the EU Project bid envisages the SEAP to be completed by 
mid 2012 therefore a formal signing of the Covenant of Mayors would be premature 
before mid 2011 at the earliest in order to give sufficient time for the very extensive 
work involved in preparing the SEAP and submitting it to the EU within the timescale 
required. 


This matter will be kept under review and a further report will be brought to the 
Council recommending the adoption of the necessary resolution, when appropriate, in 
order to comply with this times.”

Mayors Covenant Terms & Conditions 


Councillors Keane and Looney congratulated the Council on the way it deals with sustainability / environmental issues at present and wanted to ensure that South Dublin County Council has signed to The Covenant of Mayors as outlined in his Motion.


Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect reiterated the Council’s commitment to the Covenant and of the need to submit a Sustainable Energy Action Plan, including a baseline emission inventory which outlines how the objectives will be reached, within one year of formally signing the Covenant and asked that while the motion be approved that the signing be deferred until mid year.


The motion was PASSED.

SNOW 1

M5/0311
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council considers the merits and legality of introducing bye laws requiring house occupiers to clear snow from driveways and footpaths in front of their homes.”
The Mayor proposed and it agreed with the consent of the members to consider Councillor Lahart’s Motion No. 11 in tandem with Motion 5:

M11/0211
SNOW 2

“That this Council considers the merits and legality of introducing bye laws requiring house occupiers to clear snow from driveways and footpaths in front of their homes to maintain the grass verges in front of their homes.”


REPORT:

“The Council considers it prudent that householders should clear snow and ice from 
their driveways and from the footpaths in front of their homes and in the course of 
the recent severe weather events issued advices in that regard. If this work is to be 
undertaken then householders should ensure that it is carried out in a manner which 
does not cause a danger and with due consideration for all users of the public 
domain. The overall manner in which this work should be carried out is at present 
part of the overall ongoing review of our responses to the recent severe weather 
events. The need for the introduction of a legal mechanism to require a mandatory 
response needs very careful consideration especially in regard to the physical 
capability of individual householders to undertake what can be a very physical task.


If the motion is passed the Council's Law Agent will be consulted to examine the 
mechanisms for the drafting and introduction of such a byelaw. The making of any 
Bye Law is a matter reserved to the Members of the Council.”
Councillor Lahart spoke on the motions and on noting the Manager’s report on the difficulty in imposing a mandatory response,  urged the Council not to exclude this motion purely on the legal implications.

 Mr J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads reiterated a number of points in his report and said the Council is looking at the possibility of bye- laws but there were many aspects to introducing and enforcing bye laws.  In the meantime the Council would issue guidance notes and ask the communities to play their part when required.

 The Motions were AGREED.
Meeting concluded at 6.30pm.
MOTIONS NOT REACHED 
(M6)              
Councillor C. King

That this Council invites the Chief Executive of the HSA (Health & Safety Authority) Martin O'Halloran to present a report to this Chamber on the impact of HSA regulations and Guidelines on this Council in relation to Road Maintenance and grass cutting etc and the interpretations of these regulations by the City and County Manager's Association.
(M7)

Councillor T. Delaney

That this Council recognises the serious issue of pedestrian safety along the Newcastle Road in Lucan but insists that the proposed implementation of a local HGV ban coincides with a lifting of the existing HGV ban on the Outer Ring Road.
(M8)

Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council compliments the Manager on his initiative to Improve Business Competitiveness in South Dublin County and requests the Manager to present a Report on the Initiative, including actions taken and planned at the March Council Meeting.
 (M9)

Councillor T. Ridge

That an update be given re Geothermal site at Greenogue Newcastle.
(M10)

Councillor C. Keane

That this council discuss the result of the talks that have taken place with NAMA and the County and City Managers Associations re the shortfall in development levies - taking into consideration that Councils issue the certificate of compliance which can only be issued when development contributions are paid to the satisfaction of the local authority. That the course of action to be taken on each development in the SDCC area be discussed and agreed with this council, this discussion to take place with the aid of an up to date report on outstanding development levies of circa 34m  broken down into (a) not developed (b) partially developed (c) completed developments ; as levies are only collectable on completed works, and to state the current economic value of outstanding levies.
(M12)

Councillor W. Lavelle

That this council requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on all matters, including subsequent planning processes, pertaining to the land-swap agreement approved by councillors in November 2006 in which this council disposed of 41.5 acres of land at Balgaddy/Kishogue to Shelbourne Developments in return for 42.56 acres of land at Cooldrinagh; and in particular to advise if this land-swap has ever been subject to an external value-for-money audit or review.
(M13)
Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council reaffirms its view that South Dublin County Council continues to be treated unfairly in the matter of the allocation it receives per head of population from the Local Government Fund and requests the Manager to write to the Minister responsible for Local Government seeking a meeting to discuss the unfair treatment of SDCC.  

Signed: __________________________

Date:____________________________
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