COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS 

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee 
held on 22nd November 2010 in the Council Chamber

Attendance:

Members:




Officials:

Cllr P. Cosgrave – ChairDesignate

Teresa Walsh, Director of Services

Cllr S. Crowe




Michael Fleming, Music Development 

Co-Ordinator







Orla Scannell, Arts Officer
Cllr C. Jones




Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer
Cllr C. Keane





Cllr M. Duff

Cllr E Walsh

Sectoral:




Apologies:

John Conroy




Cllr. T. Delaney



Meg Murphy



     
Cllr. M. Corr






Ann Fitzpatrick







Jim Fay

At the commencement of the meeting Director of Service Teresa Walsh advised of Cllr Corr’s apologies and of her imminent replacement as Chair by Cllr Paddy Cosgrave





Chair designate Councillor P. Cosgrave presided
H (1) Minutes

The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee meeting of 27th September 2010 were proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H (2) Update on Higher Education Grants - Academic Year 2010-2011

SEO Mary Maguire advised the meeting of details of the Higher Education Grants Scheme, published by the Department of Education & Skills in May 2010 and formally approved by South Dublin County Council at it June 2010  Meeting.
She outlined a summary of the changes made to the 2010 Scheme over the 2009 Scheme in particular those changes relative to the inclusion of certain Social Welfare allowances and entitlements as reckonable income, changes in the residency requirement and break in studies and the ineligibility of students to qualify for a grant if in receipt of Back to Education Allowance.
Statistical data in relation to the numbers of applications (new and renewal) received, approved and value of payments was also provided.

Ms Maguire responded to queries raised by Councillor Jones and Councillor Walsh in relation to proposals for receipt of on-line applications and perceived anomalies associated with Clause 7.7 relative to postgraduate students and progression to further postgraduate courses
H (3) Music Education Programme 

Music Development Co-Coordinator Michael Fleming delivered a presentation on the SDCC Music Education Programme.  

Mr Fleming’s presentation covered the overall context of the programme from the 2003 feasibility study through to the current multi-strand programme which covers 

· instrumental and voice tuition

· songwriting and composition programmes

· multi-discipline arts project collaborations

· strategic development

He outlined a range of benefits for participants including the music students and schools / youth services and presented proposals for the future of the programme including a defined plan for partnership consolidation and programmatic R&D; National Music Education Programme (NMEP) tender and 3 year implementation plan (funded by U2 and The Ireland Funds) proposals to broaden instrumental tuition reach and range, ensemble and choral development, nurturing talent and provision of performance opportunities  
The members congratulated and commended Mr Fleming on the exceptional depth and quality of the programme currently being undertaken and proposals for the future  and Mr Fleming responded to queries raised by each member of the committee present in relation to pipe / marching bands, strings, tuition methods, scholarships, ethnic/traditions, mentorship, costs and benefits. 
H (4) Developing a 21st Century Library Service
Director of Service Teresa Walsh (on behalf of the County Librarian) delivered a presentation on the Library Service website and in doing so highlighted the citizen centre focus and consultation behind the development of the new site.

Ms Walsh outlined 24/7
· online registration 

· online cataloguing 

· online renewals and reservations

· download ebooks

· online reference/ newspapers

· homework help

· podcasts and videos

Members were advised of the extend of the 

· books service available including  reviews / Staff picks etc

· children’s zone

· digital books

· online research

· images

· memory of the county

· villages 

· heritage maps ranging from 1760 to date 

· plans for 2011

The members present congratulated the County Librarian and her staff on the extent of the wonderful services being made available online and encouraged further promotion of the availability and benefits of the site. 
H (5) AOB
Ms Maguire advised that the January / February 2011 calendar of meeting dates was recently approved and of the scheduling of the next SPC meeting for Monday 28th February 2011
The meeting concluded at  7.00pm

