Economic Development SPC Meeting 9TH Feb 2011
Report to March Council meeting.
Attended

	Donie Anderson
	Cllr Guss O Connell

	Neil Durkan
	

	Jim Fay
	

	John Kearns
	

	Garrett Robinson
	

	Cllr Colm Brophy
	

	Cllr Emma Coburn
	

	Cllr Sean Crowe
	

	Cllr Trevor Gilligan
	

	Cllr Cathal King
	

	Cllr Pamela Kearns
	


Apologies: Sean Giblin, Cllr. William Lavelle, Cllr Robert Dowds, Cllr Catriona Jones, Cllr Eamon Tuffy (Chair).
In the absence of Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Cllr Guss O Connell presided as An Cathaoirleach.
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 10th November 2010 were proposed by Cllr Guss O Connell and seconded by Cllr Emma Coburn.


	Headed Item 2
Reports from Working Groups 

a)      Working Group on Urban Centres
Director of Planning, Transportation and Land Use, Mr. Frank Nevin presented a report on the Urban Centre Working Group meeting of January 28th 2011.
Following contributions and questions from Cllrs Pamela Kearns and Cllr Emma Coburn, Mr. Nevin clarified that a further workshop would be held to review recommendations with a view to developing a template for a strategic economic approach to Urban Centres that could be applied countywide, as was the original brief in the establishment of the Urban Centre Working Group.

b)      Working Group on Economic Policy
Mr. Nevin indicated that the main issues covered by this report would be best addressed by proceeding to Headed Item 3 on the agenda – Business Supports. 


	

	Headed Item 3 Business Supports
Frank Nevin presented a report on Business Supports which summarised a series of actions and objectives in relation to the promotion and support of business in the County. Mr. Nevin articulated the view that the specific actions in the report should become the focus of the Economic Policy Working Group and in particular focussing on reviewing/comparing the Economic Strategy document of the South Dublin Chamber prepared in 2006 to the more recent actions outlined in the Business Supports Report.
Contributions followed from Cllr Emma Coburn, Garrett Robinson, John Kearns, and Neil Durkan.
In responding to questions Mr. Nevin outlined how the scope of a proposed analysis of the Councils Development Contributions scheme would be to present, by end June 2011, a position paper from the SPC to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government on the matter. In this regard both Mr Nevin and Cllr Guss O Connell (as Chair) welcomed any participation from members of the SPC. Mr Nevin stressed however that it would be important in presenting any such paper to bear in mind the need for consultation with the other Dublin Authorities so as to retain consistency in our respective contributions schemes.

On the matter of promoting indigenous craft industry in the County Cllr Coburn indicated that it would be beneficial for public buildings outside Tallaght to be examined. Mr. Nevin indicated that a survey by the Arts Officer into the needs of various artists etc indicated that a mix of venues were needed and that the Council would be exploring various types of venues.

The report was noted by the committee.

	

	Headed Item 4  - Promotion of Rathfarnham as Fairtrade Town Status 

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner presented a report on the promotion of Rathfarnham as Fairtrade Town Status. It was outlined to the members that this item emanated from a motion proposed by Cllr Paddy Cosgrave agreed by the Rathfarnham Area Committee. Mr. Ryan stressed how the process was one which must start with community involvement. Mr Ryan outlined that from research that Nenagh, Co Tipperary, which has fair-trade status, appears to have approached the issue in a very practical way and therefore the SPC members agreed with the proposal to communicate with Nenagh fairtrade group to seek guidance from their experience of obtaining fair-trade status. 
Cllr Pamela Kearns contributed to the debate. 


	

	Headed Item 5 - Proposed Joint Meeting with Transportation SPC
Frank Nevin outlined the proposed agenda for a joint meeting with the Transportation SPC. It was agreed by the committee that given the likely agenda of the next Economic Development SPC that the proposed Joint Meeting should focus only on the transport matters outlined in the report and that the normal scheduled Economic Development SPC should occur in April/May.
The committee in general agreed that 29th March date proposed was a suitable date and Mr. Nevin advised members that this date could be finalised in the context of the Organisation Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting.
The meeting ended at 6.10pm

	AOB


