COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th February 2011


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Crowe, S.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Kearns, P.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, J. Walsh, F. Nevin, B. Coman, C. Henehan, T. Walsh

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Ni Dhomhnaill, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, P. Murphy, E. O’Gorman, M. Fagan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Engineer
	C. Lambert

	Senior Engineer
	L. McGee

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Office
	E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill 

	T/Senior Staff Officer
	B. Reilly

	A/Senior Staff  Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.
Apologies received from Councillor D. Keating who was unable to attend the meeting.

CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

H1a)/0211
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th January 2011, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
H1b)/0211
 Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting, 21st December 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2a)/0211
 RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 11th JANUARY 2011
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES, COMMUNITY
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/0211
 TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 17th JANUARY 2011
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2c)/0211
 CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 19th JANUARY 2011
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES -
Community Business

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

An application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, 
in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1992
	Clondalkin Active Retirement Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	08/12/10
	€500

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 19th January 2011 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/0211
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 24th JANUARY 2011
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H2e)/0211  LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 25th JANUARY 2011
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 H3a)/0211
Calendar of Meeting Dates

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate Services and was CONSIDERED:
“DRAFT  CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

MARCH - APRIL 2011


The following Amended Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the 
Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 
20th January 2011:

	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28/02/11
	
	
	

	Tues. 01/03/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 02/03/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 03/03/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 04/03/11
	
	 
	


	DATE 


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 07/03/11
	
	
	

	Tues. 08/03/11
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries

Audit Committee Meeting
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm

5.30 pm – 7.30 pm
	24/02/2011
Business to SEO Roads Department 

*(For Planning files see below)

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Wed. 09/03/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 10/03/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 11/03/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 02/03/2011

	DATE 


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 14/03/11
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting

	12.30 pm – 2.00 pm

3.30 pm – 6.30 pm

	01/03/2011

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 15/03/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 16/03/11


	Clondalkin Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries  (Venue:  Civic Offices, Clondalkin)
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm


	03/03/2011

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For Planning files see below) 

	Thurs. 17/03/11
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Fri. 18/03/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 10/03/2011

	DATE


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 21/03/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing
	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm 

	07/03/2011 

Business to SEO Housing Department



	Tues. 22/03/11
	Lucan Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  Civic Offices, Clondalkin) 


	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	08/03/2011 

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For Planning files see below)

	Wed. 23/03/11


	Deputations
	2.00 pm  – 6.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 24/03/11


	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)


	1.15 pm – 3.30 pm

3.30 pm – 5.30 pm
	10/03/2011 

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 25/03/11
	
	 
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 15/03/2011  
	DATE 


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28/03/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm


	14/03/2011 

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For Planning files see below)

	Tues. 29/03/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 30/03/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 31/03/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 01/04/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 22/03/2011  

	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 04/04/11
	
	
	

	Tues. 05/04/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 06/04/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 07/04/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 08/04/11
	
	
	


	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11/04/11
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm – 6.30 pm
	29/03/2011

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12/04/11
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	30/03/2011

Business to SEO Roads Department 

*(For Planning files see below)

	Wed. 13/04/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 14/04/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 15/04/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 06/04/2011 
	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18/04/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning¹, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	2.00 pm – 5.30 pm 


	05/04/2011

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For Planning files see below)

	Tues. 19/04/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 20/04/11
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning², Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries 
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm


	07/04/2011

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For Planning files see below)

	Thurs. 21/04/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 22/04/11
	GOOD FRIDAY
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by  ¹ 12/04/2011 

                                                           ² 14/04/2011

	DATE


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25/04/11
	EASTER MONDAY
	
	

	Tues. 26/04/11
	Lucan Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  Civic Offices, Clondalkin)


	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	11/04/2011

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For Planning files see below) 

	Wed. 27/04/11
	Deputations
	2.00 pm  – 6.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 28/04/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 29/04/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 18/04/2011 
· Note 1:   March meetings of Tallaght Area Cttee. (1), Lucan Area Cttee., 
O.P.&F., Tallaght Area Cttee. (2) all have early closing dates due to St. 
Patrick’s Day Bank Holiday  (1 day early)
· Note 2:  April meeting of Lucan Area Cttee. has early closing date due to 
Easter Closing  (2 days early)


It was agreed that:

· Tallaght ACM (1) & (2) both to be held on Monday 18th April 2011 
commencing at 2.00 p.m. and finishing at 5.30, to facilitate the Easter break.


The above calendar reflects this change.”

Ms Walsh highlighted early closing dates for the O.P.&F. and Area Committee Meetings due to St. Patrick’s Day and the Easter period.  She noted that Tallaght Area Committees 1 and 2 would both meet on Monday 18th April from 2pm to 5.30pm due to the Easter Bank Holiday on Monday 25th April.
The Calendar was APPROVED and AGREED.
H3b)0211 
 Report on Conferences/Seminars 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources & Libraries Services and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was APPROVED at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance 
Committee Meeting held on 20th January 2011:


 “Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization 
of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 


Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County 
Council  and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group 
in accordance with Circ Letter 02/10


 Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also 
listed:

 
HOME CONFERENCES 2011 FROM JANUARY  
	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending 
	Fee

	European Legislation on Human Rights, 

Irish Legislation and Irish Case Law 

The Effects on Local Authority Housing 

Insurance Issues 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park,

Dublin Road, 

Galway City. 


	14th -16th January 2011
	
	€170

	Volcanic Ash, Major Flooding;        Freezing Spells”

“Crises Impacts on Ireland.”
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Silver Tassie Hotel Letterkenny
	21st -23rd January2011
	
	€145

	Local Authority Water Supply

NEW 
	Esperanza 

Enterprises
	The Glenroyal Hotel
Straffen Road, Maynooth,
Co. Kildare
	28th -30th January

2011 
	
	€170

	The Role of State Institutions & Law Reform in promoting Irelands Economic Future 
	TJK Conferences


	Thomond Park Stadium

Limerick
	28th -29th  January 2011
	
	€120

	Merriman Winter School
	Cumann Merriman
	The Meyrick Hotel 

Galway.
	28th -30th January

2011
	
	None advised as yet

	Anti Social Behaviour and Health and Safety
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Clonea Strand Hotel,

Clonea, Dungarvan,

Co. Waterford
	4th -5th February 2011
	
	€145

	AMAI Spring Seminar
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	West Lodge 

Hotel ,

Bantry

Co. Cork 


	11th -12th February 2011
	Cllr. J. Hannon 
	€200

	Colmcille Winter School
	Colmcille Heritage
	Colmcille Heritage Centre
	25th -27th February 2011
	
	None Advised 

as yet

	Association if County and City Councils Annual Conference
	Association of County and City Councils
	Tullamore Court Hotel,

Tullamore, Co. Offaly
	24th -25th March 2011
	
	€125



The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad 
from 19th November to Date 
	 NAME OF CONFERENCE
	HOST 
	VENUE
	DATE
	ATTENDED BY 
	FEE 

	Exploring Options for the unemployed Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Carlton Atlantic Coast Hotel, 

The Quay, Westport, Co. Mayo.
	19th – 21 November 2010 
	Cllr. B. Lawlor 
	€170

	Council Budgets 2011
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	19th – 21 November 2010
	Cllr. J. Hannon

Cllr C. Brophy

Cllr. D. Keating 
	€145

	Clare Tourism Conference
	Clare Tourism
	Falls Hotel,

Ennistymon,

Co. Clare
	26th -27th November 2010
	Cllr. C. Brophy 
	€229

	Budget 2011
	Superior Training
	Millrace Hotel
	10th -12th November
	Cllr D. Keating 
	€170

	Rainwater Harvesting Conference
	Ashford Building Services
	The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park,

Dublin Road, 

Galway City. 
	14th -15th December 2010
	Cllr. Brian Lawlor
	€150

	Building Energy Regulations Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor West Hotel Spa & Leisure Club, 
Killarney Road, 
Tralee, 
Co Kerry.
	17th -19th December 2010
	Cllr D. Keating 

Cllr B. Lawlor

Cllr. W. Lavelle 
	€170



As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to 
pass the following resolution:


 “In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance 
by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby 
authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED.

 H3c)0211
 Report on Strategic Support for Business and Employment

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by  Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning  and was CONSIDERED:
“Improving Business Competitiveness.

A. Introduction :

The Manager presented a detailed report on strategic supports for business to CPG 
and the report was listed for the full Council at monthly 
meetings on 10th January 
2011. (Report and presentation under Headed Item 12 on Council agenda). In 
the course of the discussion he outlined proposed collaboration with 
local 
business and a number of actions he proposed to proceed with. 


In this regard it was confirmed that a work plan would be prepared and 
reported 
on on a monthly basis to the CPG and as appropriate to the County 
Development Board. 


B. Priority Actions : 
1. Assist the IDA to make this County more attractive for Foreign Direct Investment:

Given the current national and international economic climate it is essential that the 
Council continue to identify in partnership with the IDA potential investors and 
market the Park aggressively.  In a falling market competition is becoming far 
more 
intense with our Eastern European neighbours and Middle Eastern 
countries competing for investment.  Grange Castle however, is in a unique 
position given its strategic location within the County and the range of additional 
services that the Council can offer a potential client.


In the context of these lands and in discussions with the IDA employment creation is 
the primary focus for the future use of the lands. 
 
2.     Ensure that land pricing policy in Grange Castle is such so 
as to be 
competitive in the national and global markets.

Current expenditure within Grange Castle Business Park relates to the provision of 
infrastructure and services within the Park, which are required to keep pace with 
new 
technological and other developments.  This strategic expenditure in Business Park 
infrastructure is an essential element when the IDA markets the park on 
behalf of 
the Council.


In 2011, the following works will be undertaken:

· Traffic Management Plan within the Park.

· Provision of road signage.

· Upgrading of Grange Castle pumping station.


 At a meeting of the Council held on 12th July 2010 Members agreed the 
following 
item under Mayors Business:


“That this Council in an effort to promote the County as a prime location 
for new 
industry supports the re-establishment of a local I.D.A. office.


To this end, we request that the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Innovation, Mr. 
Batt O’ Keeffe would meet with the Mayor, County Manager and 
representatives of 
South Dublin Chamber”.


An exploratory meeting was held with Minister Conor Lenihan Minister of 
State at the 
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Mayor Maloney, 
County Manager J Horan and South Dublin CEO P Byrne on the 14th October to 
discuss how South Dublin County Council could facilitate the IDA to promote the 
County. A follow up meeting is planned with the Minister and representatives of 
the 
IDA shortly with a view to taking appropriate steps to assist the IDA to 
promote 
this County.


3. Development Contribution Scheme. 

We must identify alternative capital incomes for infrastructural 
costs 
spread over a wider base other than new developments 
and seek to have 
the appropriate legal basis established for this approach.

The nature and requirements of DCS arrangements are set out in the Planning Acts 
and changes to same would require legislation.  However, methods of facilitating 
development at planned areas which have already been the subject of significant 
public investment must be identified. These may include:

· Reductions in DCS in identified prioritised areas,

· “set off” of additional infrastructural requirements costs against 

standard contributions,

· “real cost”  contributions on developments which, by their nature 
and/or location, impact significantly on public infrastructure in an 
unsustainable manner. 


Discussions have commenced with other Authorities and the DoEHLG in 
this regard. 
In relation to the current scheme, (which provides for indexation in line with the 
Wholesale Price Index (WPI),as outlined to the 
CPG on 10th January, having 
reviewed the various construction indices it is apparent that there is an 
abnormal 
variance between the Tender Price Index and the Wholesale Price Index 
(Building 
and Construction Materials) (-11% versus +2.9% respectively). Given this anomaly in 
the indices and in light of the current depressed economic circumstances and the 
further depressed rate of commenced development during 2010, and the potential 
impact of increased development contributions on same 
during 
2011, it is proposed 
that the level of charge for development contributions for 2011 be set at the same 
rate applicable for 2010, subject to further review.


 4.  Support the winning bid for “Your Country Your Call” known as the 
“Data Ireland Strategy” the promoters of the bid named 
Grange Castle as 
its preferred location.

This Council welcomes the fact that the winning bid named Grange Castle as a 
location for this initiative, the proposal seeks to make Ireland the optimum 
location for storage and distributing digital services to Europe’s new internal Digital 
Market. 


 This Council commits to work with the group driving the proposals which 
could make the area an International innovation area.

5. Focus efforts to expand our Rate Base.

It is proposed to carry out an analysis of the performing and non performing 
elements of the rate base and to create a data base of vacant properties types to 
assist in marketing vacant property.    


Promoting business awareness on cost reduction issues is vital to assist in 
expanding the rate base. This Council is working proactively on issues such as 
energy, social media, smart travel and security.


(Actions 6 - 9 below will be based on an agreed and co-funded approach with South 
Dublin Chamber and other business in the County to ensure 
maximum 
participation in, and effectiveness of, the work plan and 
actions flowing from it. It is 
envisaged that a "champion" will be identified to drive and implement the 
programme.) 
 
6. We will foster a social media community of practice for 
professionals and small to medium business operators to share 
experience 
and benefit small business.

The objective will be to introduce and encourage the use of the 
communication 
opportunities offered by social media.


7.   In both energy and travel planning a collaborative approach 
with local 
business to developing and implementing initiatives will be the focus of 
seminars as part of ongoing projects.

8. Security : Our role in this area is to foster collaboration between 
adjoining business operations.

9. Develop a new model in partnership with the South Dublin 
Chamber 
to ensure business survival.

A project plan will be agreed with the South Dublin Chamber and a 
range of seminars and one on one briefings form part of 
this programme.

10. Take innovative steps to encourage activity in vacant 
commercial property through a “Creative Village Concept”.

A survey of potential participants is currently underway, 
completion date 
16th January.

Position ourselves to use the “National Year of Craft” to generate activity. The year of 
craft web site link is attached - 
http://www.craftinireland.com/    he County 
librarian and County Arts Officer will develop a programme of activities to 
celebrate the National Year of Craft. 


11. This Council will make available public buildings for quality 
initiatives 
during the year.  


·During 2011 it is proposed to take a number of initiatives to further develop the 
Innovation Enterprise hub. Information sessions are planned for delivery through 
the Library Services and other locations across the region.   


Arrangements are being made for a series of library networking 
events 
across the region.  This will be organised when the posters have been 
printed later this month.  Arrangements are being made with Dublin City 
Council to use some of the JC Decaux posters during February and 
posters and leaflets will be 
placed in Dept of Social Welfare offices later 
this month.

 12.   Embrace the opportunities of the Government Placement 
Scheme to 
enhance opportunities for people who are 
unemployed to assist them in 
gaining experience.

 The FAS Work Placement Programme (WPP)  allows for providers 
(private or 
public sector organisations) to temporarily place registered local participants for work 
placement opportunities. The Council is pro-actively working with FAS to bring 
this 
programme to fruition in the County and provide a number of work placements for 
both graduates 
and non-graduates.


The Council has offered 12 work placements under the FAS Work Placement 
Programme in a range of areas such as, Library Local History Research, Library 
Digitisation of Material, CCTV Monitoring, Energy Management Researcher, 
Archaeology, ICT, Sports Programme Manager 
and Sports Research post.


13.   Further develop the innovative scheme delivered by South 
Dublin 
County Council and FAS which involves work based training.

 This Council is open to further initiatives with FAS along the same lines 
as our Work Placement Based Training Scheme. 

C. Conclusion : 
 


Following the presentation and discussion at the Corporate Policy Group 
on 10 
January 2011, it was agreed that:
· the Economic Development Sub Group of the County Development Board be 
requested to continue the review the Integrated Economic Strategy for 
South Dublin County 
· the Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee :review 
national 
issues in relation to the Development Contributions Scheme and make a 
report to Council in relation to issues to be addressed at National level and 
review the emerging issues in relation to the impact of energy costs on 
businesses. 
· the Transport Strategic Policy Committee study the emerging issues in 
relation to Smart Travel and their impact on business. 
· the Arts and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee examine the issues in 
relation to the National Year of Craft and other issues that could have a 
positive impact on business development. “

The CPG has agreed a reporting format in relation to all the issues identified to be 
considered on a monthly basis and reports made available to the Members following 
the Corporate Policy Group meeting.”
 

Bottom of Form

Following presentation of the report Councillors Coburn, Tuffy and Gilligan posed questions to Mr. Nevin in relation to:

· Development Contributions Scheme: Current scheme, the high cost, need for a review and the fact that businesses are finding it quite prohibitive and to clarify how it compares with other Local Authorities

· The need to support businesses who are already trading in South Dublin 

· The need for more detailed discussions between Members and the Manager to seek clarity on the cost and expected benefits of the project

· The need to benchmark the project to gauge it’s progress and viability 

Mr. Nevin responded to Members’ queries.     He confirmed that the current Development Contributions Scheme was the subject of a full review in 2008/2009 and was adopted by the members at the December 2009 Council meeting.  The Scheme was done in consultation with sister Authorities and it is not possible to amend it without a full review. He drew the members attention to the indexation issue raised in the report.   

Mr. Nevin also referred to the issues associated with the S 49 Supplementary Contribution Scheme and other infrastructural requirements which may  act as an impediment to development in areas identified as development areas and where significant public investment has already taken place. 

Mr. Nevin said there would be strict objectives to the strategy, a defined work plan and monthly reporting to CPG to gauge the progress of the project.  The Council will work with all relevant agencies in the area on the project.

The Mayor stated that this was the most important initiative ever taken by the Council and showed the pro business attitude being adopted.

The report was NOTED.



STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES






H4a)/0211 
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY & PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i) Report of Meeting  02nd February 2011

“Report of Meeting 02nd February 2011


Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr Cathal King
	Billy Coman Director of Services

	Cllr Therese Ridge
	Willie  Sheils Senior  Executive  Officer

	Cllr Derek Keating
	Donal Walsh Senior Community Officer

	Cllr Paddy Cosgrave
	Jimmy Morrissey Area Community Officer

	Sean Reid
	Neil O’Byrne Senior Planner

	Cecil Johnston
	 



Apologies:  Cllrs Mick Duff, Gino Kenny, Tony Delaney and Carmel McCartney


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1. Minutes of previous meeting held on  17th November 2010 


Proposed: Cllr Paddy Cosgrave


Seconded: Cecil Johnston


2. Matters Arising - None 


3. Leisure Centre Facilities presentation – presented by James Morrissey 
A/Area Community Officer.  A detailed presentation of Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan 
Leisure Centres was presented to the  members, the vast amount of activities 
available in each centre was highlighted. A discussion ensued regarding different 
aspects of facilities to which Cllrs. King and Ridge and S. Reid and C. Johnson 
contributed.  J. Morrissey responded to questions and the presentation was noted. 


4. Community Facility Presentation – Donal Walsh Senior Community 
Officer outlined the huge range of Community Facilities in the South Dublin Area.  S. 
Reid acknowledged the constant support from this Council and highlighted the need 
for this support to continue.  A  discussion ensued  regarding aspects of Licences 
and  Leases issues to which  Cllrs  King and Ridge  and C. Johnston contributed -  
Report on Licences  and  Leases to be placed on next SPC  agenda . 


5. Dublin Mountain Way Presentation - Neil O’Byrne highlighted different 
aspects of the very valuable resource of Dublin Mountains – Neil  responded to 
questions. An Cathaoirleach Cllr. King thanked Neil for the very informative 
presentation and the report was noted. 


6. St Patrick’s Day Celebrations – Tallaght. W. Sheils presented a report on 
activities being arranged for this year’s St. Patrick’s day Celebrations to be hosted in 
Tallaght Stadium. A copy of the report will be circulated to all members of this SPC. 


7. AOB – Billy Coman briefed the members on the Council’s intention and focus of 
the CDB to take the initiative in exploring opportunities for developing business and 
employment creation in South Dublin County, utilising the inter-agency approach and 
developing actions to progress an interagency approach, Security, Creative Village 
Concept. He referred to the Quality of Life agenda, work with the IDA, focus on Rate 
Base analysis, Costs reduction and energy efficiency, Social media and other cost 
reduction initiatives, Smart Travel and new initiatives such as TUS, Government 
Placement Scheme, Redundant Apprentice Scheme. He suggested to the SPC that a 
Business Sub Committee be set up consisting of both elected members and external 
members of this SPC, including the Chair Cllr King. Agreed that C. Johnston, S. Reid.  
James Coghlan also to be invited to join this committee and one further elected 
member to be decided at next meeting. This was agreed. 


 Meeting concluded at 7.05p.m.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 17th November 2010

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials 

	Cllr C King
	Billy Coman , Director of Services

	Cllr M Mc Donagh
	Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, Community

	Cllr D Keating
	Alison Silke, Sports and Recreation Officer 

	Cllr B Lawlor
	Thomas McDermott Sports Partnership

	Cllr P Cosgrave
	Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

	Cllr M Duff
	 

	Cllr T Delaney
	 

	Cllr G Kenny
	 

	James Coughlan
	 

	Carmel Mc Cartney
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 

	Sean Reid
	 



Apologies: Cllr T Ridge


An Leas Meara  Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1)  Minutes of previous meeting held on 12th of May 2010      

 Proposed: Cllr C King


 Seconded: C Johnston


 2)   Matters arising.

None


3)   Launch of Sports Strategy - 

Presented by Thos Mc Dermott, South Dublin Sports Partnership Co-
ordinator 

Mayor Eamonn Maloney and Mr John Tracey, CEO Irish Sports Council, joined the 
members to officially launch the strategic plan for Sport & Recreation and Physical 
Activity 2010 – 2016.  A brief overview was presented to the members.  Members 
commended staff on the work to date in relation to sport, physical activity and 
recreation across the county.


4)   Halloween Presentation 

Presented by Brian Sheehan Senior Parks Superintendent 


 A detailed presentation on the programme for Halloween 2010 was presented to the 
members. 


Parks department where commended on their programme of works, particularly the 
opening of Ballymount Depot, and the Bulb programme by C. McCartney, Cllrs King, 
Mc Donagh, and Duff. The programme was deemed to be successful all round. 


Brian Sheehan responded to all and the presentation was noted


5)   Tallaght Stadium

Presented by Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, Community Services


A detailed presentation on Tallaght Stadium was presented to the members , 
highlighting the progress in the Stadium from it’s inception to this very day.  SDCC 
where commended on the standard of the facility and the work completed to date. 


B. Coman highlighted the standards achieved by all involved with Tallaght Stadium in 
such a short period of time, Tallaght Stadium is and always will be a multi purpose 
community facility for all to avail of.  The range of programmes and events offered to 
date in Tallaght Stadium has be vast and it will continue to grow over the next few 
years.


Discussion around the sustainability and versatility of the Stadium ensued, members 
where reassured that all avenues of income where being explored and that every 
effort will and has been made to ensure Tallaght Stadium will remain a multi use 
facility for the county.


W. Sheils & B. Coman responded to all queries raised and the presentation was noted


6)   Leisure Facilities Presentation 

Presented by James Morrissey, A/Area Community Officer, Community Services


A detailed presentation on Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan Leisure Centres was 
presented to the members, detailing the user groups of each facility and vast range 
of activities on offer in each centre. 


Presentation on the Community facilities by Daniel Walsh was postponed until the 
next SPC


Meeting concluded at 7.00pm. 


Presentation was made to the Dublin Ladies Football Team, All Ireland Champions 
2010 – 2011.”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4b)/0211
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i) Report of Meeting 07th February 2011
“Attendance
 
Members  

Councillor John Hannon, Cathaoirleach


Councillor Guss O’Connell


Councillor Emma Coburn


Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


Councillor Eamonn Walsh 


Sectoral Interests

Connie. Kiernan – Community Forum


Mary Clare Wallace


Una Ruddock


Officials 

Philomena Poole, Director


Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer


Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, Senior Executive Officer


Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer


Sheila Kelly, Administrative Officer


Apologies

Cllr John Lahart


Sherri Brennan


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.

 Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 15th November 2010 were 
agreed.

Item 2 / Item 3

Matters Arising

It was agreed that the issue of collection of court fines would remain on the agenda 
for a further meeting to assess progress


The Data Protection issue in relation to “Name and Shame” was discussed and 
further advice is awaited.


 Item 4

Business Survival and Water Conservation 

A comprehensive report on water usage and businesses was presented.  This action 
forms part of the overall Business Survival Package being initiated by the Council in 
conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce.  The Members welcomed the report and 
the connection being made between water conservation and saving money for 
business.


Item 5

Water Conservation for Summer Months

A report was presented setting out the water issues over last summer and the 
correlation between increase of temperature, reduced rainfall water production and 
availability.  There was discussion about the best means of publicizing a water 
conservation campaign.  It was agreed that any suggestions be forwarded but that 
publicizing models of good practice through awards and advice on gardening for 
warm weather would be helpful.  The issue of power hoses was discussed however it 
was agreed that the introduction of ban would pose considerable enforcement issues.


Item 6

Community Clean-Up Guidelines

A report was presented setting out the issues in relation to community clean-ups and 
advice for community organizations.  The difficulties caused by garden waste and 
even domestic waste being added to these clean-ups and in particular the mounting 
disposal costs was discussed.  It was agreed that while it was a problem and indeed 
that a structure involving notice and making arrangements would be helpful the 
introduction of a contribution towards the disposal costs was premature.  A further 
report will be brought to the next SPC but meanwhile the advice and notice 
arrangements would be put in place.


There was no other business and the meeting concluded at 7.10 p.m.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 15th November 2010


Attendance

Members                                             Officials


Cllr John Hannon                                    John Quinlivan – Senior Executive Officer


Cllr Robert Dowds                                  S. O’Brien - Environmental Awareness 






Officer 


Cllr Sean Crowe                                     Dermot Finch - Senior Engineer


Cllr William Lavelle                                 Stephan Deegan - Senior Executive 






Engineer

Cllr Gus. O’Connell                                  Brian Sheehan - Senior Parks 







Superintendent

Cllr Eamon Tuffy


Cllr Emma Coburn


Sectoral Interests


Connie. Kiernan – Community Forum


Pat Lee


Mary Clare Wallace


Una Ruddock

 


Apologies


Cllr John. Lahart


Cllr Eamon. Walsh


Cllr Eamonn Maloney


Sherri Brennan

 
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.

 
Item 1


Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 20th September 2010. 


Proposed by Cllr Dowds, seconded by Cllr Coburn and Agreed

 
Item 2


Matters Arising 


v      Waste Bye-Laws not put on public display as of yet as formal agreement on 
outstanding refuse issues has yet to be agreed


v      Dublin Waste Region Executive submission on Draft National Waste Policy to be 
circulated to the members. 


Item 3


Litter Fines and Enforcement - Discussion on Level of Enforcement and Collection 
Rates


A PowerPoint presentation on the Level of Enforcement and Collection Rates was 
presented Mr J Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from the 
SPC members Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members. 

 
Based on queries from the members, Mr Quinlivan said that the Litter Enforcement 
section from the Litter Management Plan would be circulated to the committee. 


In addition it was agreed that a letter would be written to the Courts on behalf of the 
SPC to bring to their attention the discrepancy between the amounts of monies 
awarded and collected in relation to fines.


Item 4

Forestry 


Conor Devan from Coillte and Karen Woods from the Dublin Mountain partnership 
were present. A PowerPoint presentation on forestry in the Wicklow & South Dublin 
Region was presented by Conor Devan, Coillte. Following contributions from the SPC 
members Mr Devan and Ms Woods responded to the issues raised by the members.


Item 5


CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk And Assessment Management) in South Dublin 


Mark Adamson from the OPW was present. A PowerPoint presentation on CFRAMS 
was presented by Mark Adamson, OPW. Following contributions from the SPC 
members Mr Adamson responded to the issues raised by the members.


Item 6


A.O.B.

 
The meeting concluded at 7.10pm.”
 
The minutes were NOTED.
H5/0211
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13f, Questions numbered Q1 – Q22 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0211
WATER UPGRADING PROGRAMME 


QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the growing demand for water in the County will the Manager outline the investment and upgrading programme proposed by this and other Dublin local authorities and if the modernisation of the current water treatment centre’s will dramatically increase the supply situation?

REPLY:

The production of drinking water from the four main Treatment Plants in the Greater 
Dublin Area barely outstrips demand at the best of times but failed in the cold spell 
due to burst watermains and householders running their taps as they felt this would 
prevent freezing of their services - which it doesn't.   However the recent extension 
and upgrading of Ballymore Treatment Plant to take in the maximum amount of 
untreated water allowable under their abstraction license helped to decreased the 
amount of time the water restrictions had to be in place.


The recent rehabilitation of old watermains under the Watermains Rehabilitation 
Project in the Dublin City Area and some in the Dunlaoghaire and now in South 
Dublin County Council's administrative area in Walkinstown and elsewhere will reduce 
the leakage in these areas and therefore help the production/demand ratio for the 
better.  Recently, tender documents for the extension and upgrading of Leixlip Water 
Treatment Plant were received back by Fingal County Council. These will be 
evaluated and approval sought from the Department of Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government (DEHLG)and hopefull by the end of the year a Contractor will be 
on site and additional drinking production will come on stream by early 2014. 
Consultants RPS, in joint venture with Veolia Water, were appointed by Dublin City 
Council in 2005 to carry out long term planning studies into how best to provide 
adequate supplies of drinking water for the Dublin Region Water Supply Area by 
2031. Work to date includes the preparation of a Feasibility Study Report into a range 
of water supply options (DONE), consultations with all statutory bodies and interested 
parties on these options (DONE), Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) and 
appropriate assessments under the Habitats Directive and  the preparation of a 
Preliminary Report on the new water supply options. The Consultants are still working 
on the draft Preliminary Report. This final draft is scheduled to be available  in April 
2011 for briefing to the Greater Dublin Steering Group and should be lodged with the 
DEHLG shortly afterwards.  The new source of water will take approximately 12 
years to be delivered.

Q2/0211
COUNCIL HOUSING STOCK


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to make a statement on the Council's approach to refurbishing Council housing stock which becomes vacant:-

(a)  Is such housing stock always renovated?

(b) If so why and could some such properties be left unchanged making money available for housing repairs elsewhere?


REPLY:

Before reletting any vacant houses the Council carries out renovation works to them 
where necessary to bring them up to letting standard but the amount of work 
depends on the condition and age of each individual unit.  Each year the Council 
renovates in the region of 300 houses under the relet repair system.  They are 
categorised into three types.


Units under 10 years which are in good condition are usually just given an electrical 
and mechanical inspection and a general cleanup and redecoration where required.  
There is usually a short turnaround time on these units. 


The second type is houses which are older and require more work.  This work could 
include windows and door replacement, upgrading of heating, internal and external 
repairs including painting and upgrading the woodwork where required. The aim 
would be to bring to a common quality standard.  The policy of the housing 
maintenance department is to repair rather than replace but this is not always cost 
effective. 


The third type is the houses built in the 1970s and early 1980s that are in very poor 
condition and in need a lot of work. The work in these houses is carried out under 
the energy programme funded by grant from the Department of the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government.  The grant allocation for 2010 was €850,000. 
The programme was introduced in 2009 and the Council has upgraded 79 houses 
under this programme in the last two years.  The Council receives a grant of up to 
€15,000 for each house that receives a C1 BER rating under this Programme.  The 
additional work here can include wall and attic insulation, replacement of windows 
and door and the installation of heating or upgrading of same where required.  


The Council has an extensive €1,000,000 window and door replacement programme 
in place for 2011.

 Q3/0211
SOCIAL HOUSING 


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to outline what South Dublin County Council's response is and will be to people who, because they are unable to repay their mortgage, have to give up their homes and therefore are in need of Social Housing?

REPLY: 

The Council is aware of an increase in such cases over recent months and would 
refer to the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears recently published by the Central 
Bank of Ireland which outlines framework for dealing with borrowers in arrears for 
Banks, Building Societies and other Financial  Institutions. The framework is effective 
from the 1st January 2011 and sets out the details to be applied to relevant cases on 
provision of information, Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), 
Communications, Financial Information, Assessment, Resolution, Appeals and 
Repossessions.


In cases involving borrowings from the Council  a very proactive approach is taken in 
working with the borrowers on a personal basis on arrangements being put in place 
to manage the financial difficulties they face and arrears that have arisen. This is 
compliance with the most recent directives issued by the Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government.


It should be noted that while someone owns a residence or a share in a residence, in 
most circumstances the council will not consider them to have a housing need and an 
application for social housing will not be accepted as they do not not meet the criteria 
of need as set out in the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities. However, once the 
house has been repossessed or surrendered, an application will be accepted, they will 
be placed on the Housing list and then housed in the normal way reflecting their 
need and in accordance with the Scheme of Letting Priorities.


In cases where the client is genuinely homeless through the loss of the family home 
they will be placed on the Homeless list and prioritised for housing using the many 
initiatives operated by this Council

 Q4/0211
BOHERBOY WATER SCHEME

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to provide an update on the Boherboy Water Scheme to include projected completion date, additional costs, if any, arising from the demise of the main contractor, and how, in these circumstances, it is proposed to complete the Scheme through the appointment of another contractor or otherwise?


REPLY:

The Consulting Engineers, Nicholas O’Dwyer, for this Scheme are currently drawing 
up Contract Documents listing all the outstanding works and snags with the help of 
the Council's Resident Engineering Staff.  These documents should be ready for 
review in early February 2011. When approved, they will be issued to a number of 
Contractors for pricing. It is hoped to appoint a Contractor to complete the Boherboy 
Water Supply Scheme and have this Contractor on site in May 2011 and the Scheme 
should be substantially complete by September 2011.  The contractor will be 
appointed by the bondsman as it is covered under the bond.  This timetable assumes 
no major snags arising or legal challenges. It is envisaged that only minor additional 
costs will be associated with this completion contract. 

 Q5/0211
MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE


QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager to report on increases in the number of householders who are in receipt of mortgage assistance from the Council owing to low income?

REPLY:

The Consulting Engineers, Nicholas O’Dwyer, for this Scheme are currently drawing 
up Contract Documents listing all the outstanding works and snags with the help of 
the Council's Resident Engineering Staff.  These documents should be ready for 
review in early February 2011. When approved, they will be issued to a number of 
Contractors for pricing. It is hoped to appoint a Contractor to complete the Boherboy 
Water Supply Scheme and have this Contractor on site in May 2011 and the Scheme 
should be substantially complete by September 2011.  The contractor will be 
appointed by the bondsman as it is covered under the bond.  This timetable assumes 
no major snags arising or legal challenges. It is envisaged that only minor additional 
costs will be associated with this completion contract. 

Q6/0211
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000



QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager if there have been any applications for declarations under section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and have any of these related to works to have the external walls of a house insulated and have any declarations been made that the works were not an exempted development and if the Manager will make a statement on the matter?


REPLY:

To date there have been 3 applications for Declarations of Exemption under Section 5 
of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended)  in relation to the provision 
of external wall insulation. In each case it was decided that such work is not 
considered to be exempted development and therefore does require planning 
permission.

 Q7/0211
RIGHTS OF WAY



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the rights and responsibilities of local authorities with respect to the creation of new rights-of-ways in the context of the recent High Court ruling on the Lissadell case?

REPLY:

There is a distinction in Irish law between public and private rights of way.   A private 
right of way is the right to enter on to private lands for the purposes of gaining 
access to or exiting from another piece of land.   A public right of way is a persons 
right of passage along a path or road.   Historically, public roads and public rights of 
way were the same thing and came about in the same way.   Members will be 
familiar with the “taking in charge” of a road by the Local Authority.   Taking in 
Charge means that Local Authority formally decide to become responsible for the 
maintenance and upkeep of a roadway to a minimum standard suitable for cars and 
traffic.   On the foundation of the State, roads became regulated and registers were 
kept of all roads taken in charge from or about 1925 onwards.   Unfortunately, the 
same did not apply for public rights of way until very recently.   The maintenance of 
a register of public rights of way is now required under the Planning Act,  as 
amended, for all public rights of way recognised or created under the Act.   
Unfortunately, a lot of information was lost between 1925 and 2000 and the process 
of registering public rights of way is still in its infancy.   The statutory provisions were 
further amended by the recent 2010 Planning Act.


Public rights of way were often creatures of common law or arose from court 
decisions.   In general, it can be said that any road or pathway that was and is still 
used by the public since before time immemorial, that is before 1189, is a public 
way.   Otherwise, public rights of way were created by an event called a Dedication 
by a freehold landowner to use of his property by the public coupled with an 
Acceptance by the public of that dedication.   A dedication is an absolute statement 
of permission that the landowner is no longer to be involved.   The kernel therefore 
of any dispute of a public right of way is proving that the essential dedication and 
acceptance took place.   The public or any agency acting in the public interest must 
prove their case and the onus of proof is theirs.   In the absence of direct knowledge 
as to what actually happened (experience from recent high profile cases is testament 
that the matter is not at all straight forward nor simplistic) a court in reaching a 
decision is required to look at all aspects of the case, both historical and current, in 
reaching its decision.  The recent High Court ruling on the Lissadell case is testament 
to this.


In addition, no discussion on rights of way would be complete without addressing the 
rights of landowners and walkers.   The Occupiers Liability Act 1995 includes the 

definition of “recreational user” as a category of users of privately owned land.   
Under this act, a recreational user is a person present on the land of a private citizen, 
without payment of a charge (other than a reasonable charge possibly for parking 
facilities) for the purposes of engaging in recreational activities.   In such 
circumstance, the owner of the land is obliged only not to intentionally harm the 
recreational user.


Permissive Paths

“The Wicklow Way” is an established route that has been in the Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown and Wicklow development plans for years.   All the landowners, public and 
private, have given permission for the route across their property, and all the private 
landowners have been indemnified against any claim by a user of the Wicklow Way.   
It is not a right of way, it is a "permissive path" and landowners may withdraw 
permission after giving reasonable notice.  The phrasing of some development plans 
listing rights of way and access routes together may lead people to believe that an 
"access route" confers some right of usage by the public.   The legal opinion, 
received by the promoters of the route is clear - no Right of Way can exist unless 
designated by the owner.   Hence "permissive paths" and "access routes" cannot be 
converted into rights of way by the simple decision of a local authority, unless of 
course it is prepared to buy the land and thus become the “owner.” 


The Dublin Mountains Way recently established in South Dublin from Tallaght, and 
linking with the Wicklow Way in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown has been developed as a 
"permissive path" with all landowners, public and private, needing to give permission 
for the stretch across their property, and all the private landowners have been 
indemnified against any claim by a user of the way.

 Q8/0211
COMMENCEMENT NOTICES


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the total number of residential units for which commencement notices were lodged with the Building Control Authority during 2010?

REPLY:

Commencement Notices were submitted for 166 residential units during 2010.

Q9/0211
WASTE COLLECTION DISPOSAL


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide further detail on the council’s planned investigation of the strategic options available in waste collection and disposal and it’s testing of the market to establish which option will be most beneficial to the Council and the customer?

REPLY:

Refuse collection staff representatives were advised on Thursday, 20th January, 2011 
that the Council was investigating the strategic options available in waste collection 
and disposal and is now testing the market to establish which option will be most 
beneficial to the Council and the customer.  This process is ongoing and several 
meetings have taken place with staff representatives in this regard.  The Members 
will be advised when there are further developments in this regard.

Q10/0211
GREEN BINS



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on recent meetings with the council’s green bin contractor regarding service problems that arose during the adverse weather condition in December/January?

REPLY:

The Council's green bin contractor encountered severe difficulties in maintaining 
fortnightly green bin collections during December due to adverse weather and road 
conditions, resulting in some areas not receiving a collection on their scheduled day.  
While the contractor attempted to reschedule collections in the days following any 
missed collections, it was not possible to do so in all cases with the uncertainty of 
conditions making it difficult to plan for additional collections.   However, where 
possible updates were provided on the company website and by their customer care 
phone line.  The contractor continued the time period for acceptance of additional 
side waste to the week ending 14th January and also provided additional operatives 
to trucks to address backlogs of recyclable materials.


However, a meeting between officials from the Dublin Local Authorities and senior 
representatives from the contractor to address the issues that arose took place on 
13th January and, in particular, the following items were discussed: the need for 
improved communications by Greyhound to customers in relation to missed 
collections and the need for improved contingency arrangements where collections 
are missed.  It is expected that this will result in improvements from the contractor in 
future and it will be kept under review.

Q11/0211
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to further update on the council’s Work Placement Programme and to advise of any consideration being given to introducing community-employment and/or training schemes directed at outdoor work areas?

REPLY:

Under the Work Placement Programme a total of 8 placements have been offered 
by the Council. The first of those has commenced in the area of Green Energy 
Management and interviews for a further 5 placements are scheduled within the next 
2 weeks. 


The Council will engage 12 apprentices under the redundant apprentices scheme in 
all of the main trade areas and placements will include both stage 5 and stage 7 
qualified apprentices. There have been delays in progressing the Redundant 
Apprentices Placement Scheme [RAPS] on the FAS side but we are reliably informed 
that the names of suitable participants will be forwarded to the Council very shortly. 
We will progress very rapidly to interview and placement stage then.  


8 people are currently employed under the Job Initiative Scheme.  


This Council has had a continuous involvement in Community Employment Schemes 
over many years and will seek to facilitate and support the Partnership Companies to 
achieve their objectives under the newly announced Tus Scheme. 

Q12/0211
PUBLIC REALM


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on how and when the elected members will be consulted regarding the roll-out of the ‘Public Realm Transformation Initiative’ during 2011 noting that €300,000 is allocated in Budget 2011 and that a further €180,000 not expended in 2010 was transferred to capital reserves and is also available for expenditure in 2011?

REPLY:

In 2010 it was agreed that transforming the public realm was a priority albeit a 
significant challenge. 


There is no doubt that co-ordination between Departments will enable a more 
focused approach with regard to maintaining the public realm of the County - e.g. 
ensuring that the litter picking takes place in advance of grass cutting and work is on-
going on bringing schedules such as these more in line with each other. In addition 
the area of community clean-ups requires coordinated effort in removal of materials, 
though this area is under review as it is important that communities are in a position 
to manage such clean-ups and that the costs associated with disposal are scheduled 
in as part of the work programme budgets.


 Other measures which will prevent / reduce illegal dumping are also being explored. 


There are other complex IR issues in relation to some areas but where possible 
coordinated responses are being pursued across the Roads, Environment and Parks 
Departments on particular problem sites.  However we must also build into any 
transformation the role of communities in preventing damage to the public realm 
whether that is through littering, graffiti, illegal dumping, bonfire activity, or vehicle 
damage on open spaces. The Council has long been involved and supportive of 
building social capital in the County through its Community Work team, the Estate 
Management staff, Environmental Awareness initiatives and other activities which 
have supported communities to develop their own transformational agenda. A new 
strand of the Social Capital Building Programme in the form of a Social Credits Pilot 
Project which will be launched shortly will enable the Council to provide "rewards" as 
small additional incentives for communities who engage in maintaining their own 
areas.


In addition to this work, consultation meetings were held with the Members to 
identify a number of areas where a "once off" spend would remove the need to 
continually expend resources on maintaining areas. This consultation process served 
to identify a number of common issues throughout the County, e.g. dumping, 
littering, graffiti, derelict sites, grass cutting and the need for extended CCTV 
coverage throughout the County.  These findings were analysed  with solutions 
proposed  and a full schedule of the works, on a priority basis, was circulated to the 
Members.  Input was subsequently received from the Members and a revised 
schedule of works is now being prepared and will be re-presented to the Members in 
March 2011.

 Q13/0211
DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADE



QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update on the review to the service provided by Dublin Fire Brigade, and to make a statement on the matter.

REPLY:

Background

Dublin City Council commissioned a strategic overview of Dublin Fire Brigade which 
was carried out by the Chief Fire and Rescue Adviser for England.  The purpose of 
the review was to examine particular areas of interest and provide guidelines as to 
the strategic direction which should be taken by the Brigade.  The review sets out a 
list of recommendations to achieve that objective and a development Board has been 
established to support Brigade Management to implement the recommendations set 
out in the report.  


The board consists of a representative from each of the four Authorities as well as 
the Department of Environment, ICTU and a representative of the CFRA.  The board 
is chaired by Cllr. Naoise O’Muiri, Chairperson of the Environment and Engineering 
Strategic Policy Committee.  The purpose of the board is to monitor progress, advise 
and coordinate support to Brigade Management in the implementation of the 
recommendations in the Report.  


 The Board meet monthly and agreed a number of initial priorities including 
Implementation of a Strategic Plan for DFB, Finance, a review of Current Work 
Practices and Engagement with the HSE on the provision of the Emergency 
Ambulance Service


 Update on priorities

The Strategic Plan is the main strategic business plan for the Brigade and is clearly 
aligned with the medium term financial plan.   This plan outlines a balanced strategy 
for the Brigade into the future, and it sets out eight strategic objectives for 2011 
along with a service improvement plan for the same period.   In support of these 
strategic objectives six key development areas will be undertaken during 2011.


1.                  Organisation Structure Review 


2.                  Operational Response Review 


3.                  Income Generation Programme 


4.                  Introduction of a Service Level Agreement with Heath Services 


          Executive 


5.                  Review of Control and Mobilising Facility 


6.                 Develop of a Strategic Plan for 2012 – 2015  

This plan has been approved and is currently being implemented.  Through the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for 2011 the main recommendations of the 
Report will be delivered with an emphasis on delivering an efficient and effective 
service whilst cutting costs and improving value for money. 


 In addition a Technical Sub Group has also been established to progress issues of a 
Fire Service Technical nature including a review of existing work practices and a 
review of the Risk Based Approach which will determine the service to be provided, 
this sub group reports back to the Development Board on a monthly basis.  The 
board also receives monthly updates on DFB Finance including generation of income 
and progress on discussions with the HSE.  


Summary

In summary the Board ensures that there is an integrated approach to focus on 
improvement within the Fire Brigade with the emphasis on implementation of the 
recommendations as set out in the report. 

Q14/0211
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to report on any contact with the "Local Government Efficiency Review Group," and to make a statement on the matter.

REPLY:

The Local Government Efficiency Review Group issued their final report in July 
2010. The group which was established by the then Minister for the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government comprised 

· Pat McLoughlin, Chief Executive, Irish Payment Services Organisation and 
former Deputy Chief Executive of the HSE (Chairperson) 

· Donal McNally, Second Secretary General, Department of Finance; 

· John O’Hagan, Professor of Economics, Trinity College; 

· John Quinlivan, former County Manager; 

· Ian Talbot, Chief Executive, Chambers Ireland; 

· Geraldine Tallon, Secretary General, Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government.


The final report contained 106 recommendations under the following headings: 

· Organisational Efficiency Issues, 

· Local Government Staffing, 

· Value for Money and Audit, 

· Shared Services, 

· Procurement, 

· Housing, 

· Roads, 

· Water, 

· Planning, 

· Waste Management, 

· Motor Tax and Driving Licences, 

· Other Operational Efficiencies, 

· Local Government and the Wider Public Service and 

· Cost Recovery and Revenue Issues. 


A number of the recommendations made by the group have been incorporated for 
implementation as National Level actions into the Local Authority Sectoral Action 
Plan under the Croke Park [Public Service] Agreement in particular those related to 

· staffing levels, 

· organisational efficiency issues, 

· shared services and 

· procurement. 


A general action [1.1] is also included which requires that the Local Government 
Sector fully co-operate with the implementation of the recommendations of the 
Transforming Public Services Agenda, the Local Government Efficiency Group and the 
White Paper on Local Government

Q15/0211
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS 



QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide a report on the Higher Education Grants Scheme for the current academic year, detailing the numbers applying, the numbers processed comparisons to previous years, the performance of new systems and any planned changes for the coming academic year in light of the advanced status of the Student Support Bill in the Oireachtas.

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council in agreement with the other Dublin Local Authorities 
extended the Department of Education’s closing date of 31st August 2010 to 26th 
November 2010.  As of that date the Council had received a total of 1,807 
applications.  This compares to a total of 1,578 (708 new and 870 renewals) in the 
previous year. The breakdown between new and renewal applications for the current 
year are as follows:


Application Statistics

2010/2011 (to date)
	New Applications
	Renewals
	Granted New
	Granted Renewal
	Ineligible total new & renewal
	Awaiting Further Information
	Forwarded to other Local Authorities

	872
	959
	382
	 675
	 376
	 252
	146



 2009/2010
	New Applications
	Renewals
	Granted New
	Granted Renewal
	Ineligible total new & renewal
	Awaiting Further Information
	Forwarded to other Local Authorities

	  708
	870
	 474
	  726
	  301
	  0
	77



Financial Position 
	Academic Year 
	1st Main
	2nd Main
	3rd Main
	Special Main
	Fees
	TOTAL

	2009/2010  
	                  384,690  
	                    1,246,843  
	  434,774                      
	  507,134                      
	                   2,444,614
	  5,018,555

	2010/2011   (Academic Year to date)
	494,673
	265,464 *combination of 1st & 2ndM 
	 
	242,080
	1,208,852
	2,211,069



It should be borne in mind that payments for all categories continue throughout the 
year depending on particular circumstances e.g., final approval of grant on receipt of 
all documentation, return of Registration Form, College verification of attendance etc.


In view of the increase in applications it is envisaged that the total amount of grants 
for 2010/2011 will be in excess of the €5m paid in the previous year, albeit that there 
has been a monetary downward adjustment of 4% applied (at national budget) by 
the Department of Education & Skills for the 2nd and 3rd maintenance installments for 
the current academic year.  This over expenditure has been approved during the 
Budget process and all money paid is fully recoupable from the Department of 
Education and Skills.


The EFT method of payment to students which was introduced in the 2009/2010 
academic year is working to the satisfaction of the Local Authorities, Colleges and 
Students Union alike.  Since the introduction of the Electronic Funds Transfer the 
second maintenance payments are dependent on the return of ongoing student 
registration verification files from each institution.   Subject to satisfactory verification 
of students’ attendance by the colleges, all payment are processed and transferred to 
students’ bank accounts within ten days.    This method gives greater clarity as to 
when grants will be paid as the agreed dates are Countywide.  It relieves pressure on 
College administration offices and gives students instant access to funds when 
transferred directly to their bank accounts.   


Although internal systems continue to be reviewed to identify gaps in the current 
practices the process remains quite laborious, requiring staff to identify on a case by 
case basis if all appropriate documentation has been submitted, contacting students 
by phone, letter and SMS to follow up applications, and dealing with individual 
applications where circumstances are unique.  


A number of significant advances have been made at national level in terms of 
service provision which should positively impact at local level within a short period of 
time


A Pilot Scheme for automation of HEG data entry rolled out in September 2010 for 
2010/2011 Academic Year.  There are 11 awarding authorities involved in the 
partnership involving Department of Education & Science, CDVEC, Centre for 
Management and Organisation Development and Revenue and the project is 
managed by the CDVEC.  


The Dublin Local Authorities are represented on the pilot by DLR County Council and 
while SDCC is not part of this initial pilot it is kept fully informed of developments and 
is considering involvement in the further roll out for 2011/2012.   There has been 
strong positive customer reaction to the pilot which provides


·              Greater resource efficiency on data input 


·              The “intelligent” online data entry reduced the form size 


·              Initial reports suggest significant qualitative improvements through fully 

    completed forms – system requirement 


·              Production of documentation checklist based on completed fields


Student Support Act 2011

Student Support Act 2011 was signed into law on 2nd February 2011.    Under its 
terms, four types of student grant will be replaced by one, with one agency to 
administer it. At present, 66 agencies, made up equally of Vocational Education 
Committees (VECs) and local authorities, handle student grants. The current grant 
schemes are 


·        the higher education scheme for the university sector; 


·        the third-level maintenance grant scheme for trainees and students at levels 
six and seven in institutes of technology; 


·        the VEC scholarship scheme; and 


·        the maintenance scheme for students attending post-Leaving Certificate 
courses, which are mostly run by the Further Education and Training Awards Council.


Single Agency System: Invitation for Expressions of Interest for designation as the 
single awarding authority for student grants” has been issued by Department of 
Education & Skills. Responses are due by mid-February. 


Any recommendations, enhancements or changes to the Scheme as a result of the 
recent passing of the Act will be fully embraced by South Dublin County Council.


Finance Bill:

In another move aimed at the third-level sector, an amendment to the Finance Bill 
has enabled parents of students who pay registration fees to deduct the fees against 
their tax liability if they have more than one child at college. 

Q16/0211
HOUSEHOLD BIN COLLECTION


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if, noting that Motion (3) was passed by the Council at its December 2010 meeting, he will give a report on the present position of the strategic review of the options available for the continued provision by the Council of a Household Bin collection service by direct labour, and if he will report to members on what measures and actions have been considered, and where appropriate discussed with the Trades Unions representing staff, to improve the performance of the current Black and Brown Bin systems, including the possibility of using trucks which can collect Black and Brown Bins together, alternative options to the existing alternating Black and Brown Bin schedules, the potential to achieve more efficiency in the management and work practices at present being implemented, and the verification measures implemented to ensure that only householders who meet the household income waiver conditions are in receipt of waivers?

REPLY:

Refuse collection staff representatives were advised on Thursday, 20th January, 
2011 that the Council was investigating the strategic options available in waste 
collection and disposal and is now testing the market to establish which 
option will 
be most beneficial to the Council and the customer.  This process is ongoing and 
several meetings have 
taken place with staff representatives in this regard.  the 
Members will be advised when there are further developments in this regard.

Q17/0211
FIVE YEAR PLAYGROUND REVIEW 



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the review being carried out of the Council's Five Year Playground Programme, and if, as Part of that review, he will examine the option of a revised programme which includes, as well as the provision of regional and local playgrounds, the possibility of the Council working with local residents groups to provide small local play facilities in selected areas on estate open spaces, small parks, where local residents might be prepared to contribute to the financial resources required to provide equipment and the management of such small playgrounds?


REPLY:

The 5 Year Playground  Construction Programme was adopted by the Council in 
December 2006 and arises from the Council’s Play Policy –    Developing Play in 
South Dublin County 2006 – 2009.


The details of the playground programme, as approved by the Council, is set out 
below:

	Location
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Lucan Clondalkin



Two of the playgrounds listed on the programme have been completed and are now 
in public use. 


The playground at  Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght was opened to the public in March 
2009 and the one at Rathfarnham Castle Park was opened in 2008.


 The provision of new playgrounds at Griffeen Valley Park, Tymon Park, Corkagh Park 
are at various stages.

·  A Part 8 proposal for the development of the Griffeen Valley Park (Grange 
Lands) was advertised and adopted in June 2006. This proposal included for 
the provision of a playground as part of the development of the park.  

· Design work on playgrounds at Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park is subject 
to identification of suitable sites.  

· A pre Part 8 proposal for the replacement playground at Tymon Park (on the 
Tymon North side of the park) was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee 
(2) on 22nd November 2010 and was NOTED by the Members. It is proposed 
to advertise this for Public Consultation in mid February 2011.


All of these projects are subject to the identification of finance as part of the Capital 
Programme. 


Playgrounds have also been provided under successive RAPID Playground 
Programmes at Quarryvale, Collinstown Park, Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, 
Brookfield, and Kiltalown. Unfortunately, the playground at Collinstown Park was 
subject to continuous  vandalism and had to be removed. 


 It should also be noted that a number of playgrounds have also been provided in the 
county by private developers e.g. at Adamstown, Balgaddy and Ballycullen.  


A new playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 
2008.  


An interdepartmental Play Policy review group has been establised with members 
from Parks, Community and Planning Departments as well as the Elected Members.  
The Play Policy review group will have regard to the experience gained to date, 
particularly in relation to unsupervised playgrounds - this will also include 
consideration of the proposal made by Councillor Tuffy for smaller playgrounds in 
estates in consultation with the local residents and the possibility of participation in 
the management of them.  The Policy Review Group will also have regard to the 
provision of exercise facilities for Teenagers and adults. Arising from the review and 
adoption of a new Play Policy by the Council, it is envisaged that one of the actions of 
the new Play Policy will be the review and updating of the existing Playground 
Construction Programme which will have regard to the new policy as well as 
the availability and identification of the necessary finance at that time.

  
(Q18)
ZONED LAND

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will approach owners of land zoned for residential and industrial development in the County to discuss with them the possibility of parts of their lands being used for the provision of temporary/short term allotments, under low or zero rent lease agreements which would allow land owners to move quickly on the development of their lands when the economic situation improves in coming years?


REPLY:

It is the policy of the Council to support the development of allotment facilities 
throughout the County.


Section 1.3.41 of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2010 - 2016 on 
allotments, states that there are 245 allotments allocated throughout the County, in 
Corkagh Park, Clondalkin, Mill Lane, Palmerstown, Friarstown, Bohernabreena and 
Tymon Park, Tallaght.

Allotments have been constructed in a number of public parks and they have been an 
outstanding success to date.  It is an objective of the Council to provide allotments in 
parks taking into consideration the demand for the facilities and the presence of a 
high level of supervision within the park.  Allotments offer the opportunity to provide 
education in horticulture as well as on the sustainable value of home food production.

Section 1.3.42.i states that it is the policy of the Council to examine the potential to 
promote and extend the Allotment Schemes throughout the County to accommodate 
the increasing demand for allotment space and that horticulture amenities are 
developed to meet the needs of the County.

Section 1.3.42ii states that it is the policy of the Council that in areas zoned 
residential of mixed development that a proportionate area of land for allotment use 
be promoted and encouraged where the development proposed is substantially or 
completely apartment style development.

To ascertain the ownership of residential and industrial zoned land throughout the 
County would be a very time consuming and costly process.  The required 
infrastructure to support allotments, i.e. roads, paths, fencing, water supply, car 
parking, storage and toilet facilities, is also very costly and its provision on a short 
term basis could not be justified having regard to the financial position of the Council.


While the Council is examining its landholding with a view to identifying sites suitable 
for the development of further allotments, the sourcing of funding for such 
development is challenging.  However, the Council is supportive of private sector 
involvement in the provision of allotments and encourages its expansion throughout 
the County.

Q19/0211
BLACK AND BROWN BINS 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will provide members with data that show, on an Electoral Area Basis, trends in presentation rates of Black and Brown Bins since the full implementation of the Brown Bin Service, and if he can advise members on how this Council is in compliance with the Government order requiring reduction of waste presented for land fill, and if he can provide comparative information for other local authorities, including LAs which have outsourced their household waste collection system, and LAs which have not?  

REPLY:

Comprehensive data on the presentation rates of black and brown bins on an 
Electoral Area Basis since the introduction of the brown bin will be circulated to the 
Members - this involves a comprehensive gathering of data - and this will show the 
tonnages of biodegradable waste diverted from landfill consistent with EU, National 
and Regional Policy, by regulatory requirements arising from the EU Landfill 
Directive. 


During the three months October to December, 2010 there were approximately 
210,000 black bins presented for collection in comparison with in the region of 
78,000 brown bins presented while the respective tonnages collected were of the 
order of 8,200 tonnes of “black” waste and just over 1,500 tonnes of brown waste.  
It should be noted brown bin waste would necessarily be lower during the winter 
months due to limited organic garden waste requiring disposal during that period.  
This data is captured on a route by route basis rather than by local electoral area, 
with routes criss-crossing local electoral areas in many instances. 


This Council's roll out of brown bins was completed in September 2010, and since 
then the required diversion of biodegradable waste away from landfill has been 
achieved as required by the landfill directive.  The EPA system for monitoring and 
reporting of diversion of biodegradable municipal waste is based on the type of waste 
collected and sent on to landfill.  As all domestic waste collected by this Council is 
from a three bin collection system it is deemed to contain 47% BMW (Biodegradable 
Municipal Waste) and therefore can be accepted at landfill with no further treatment 
required.  Waste accepted at landfill and originating from a three bin collection 
system is in compliance with the landfill directive which was why it was essential that 
the Council introduced a brown bin system by July of 2010.


The annual EPA returns will detail comparative information for all Local Authorities in 
their annual National Waste Report but the 2010 data is not yet compiled and is 
unlikely to be available for some time given that the 2009 Report is not yet 
completed (data will be available on www.epa.ie when compiled).

Q20/0211
TRAFFIC CALMING 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise on the expenditure on traffic calming schemes/projects, by Electoral Area, in the last two years, and if in view of the shortage of funds for traffic calming, he will examine the feasibility of implementing small scale (eg one or two ramps, or other appropriate road alteration measures) at locations where there are significant safety risks, as opposed to the large scheme approach of recent years, which are now not financially viable on a County wide basis?


REPLY:

Some minor traffic calming work was carried out as follows:

· 2 ramps on Knocklyon Road in the vicinity of the Gael Scoil at a cost of 
approximately €7,000.00, and 

· 1 ramp on Kiltipper Way at a cost of €4,000.00. 

· Earlsfort Drive, Lucan in May 2009 at a cost of approximately €3,000.00.  


Due to the lack of finance, it has not been possible to install traffic calming measures 
in any other part of the County during the past two years.  


There is no specific provision for such measures in the 2011 Budget to progress the 
implementation of small scale traffic calming measures as suggested.  


Following the recent severe frost considerable damage has been done to many 
existing ramps and platforms throughout the County and the priority of the Council 
now is the repair of this damage.

Q21/0211
EMERGENCY PLAN


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Walsh

1. An mbeadh Plean Éigeandála ag an gComhairle dá dtarlofaí dóiteán mór nó beag sa chontae, agus an mbeadh dóthan uisce ar fáíl don Bhriogáid Dóiteáin Bhaile Átha Cliath  i gcás srianta/ciorraithe uisce curtha i bhfeidhm ag an gComhairle, mar a tharla an mhí seo caite?

2. An bhfuil Prótocail ann don chás seo?
3. An bhfuil siad ar eolas ag daoine sa Bhriogáid Dóiteáin agus sa Chomhairle Contae?  
 (1. Does the Council have an Emergency Plan in the event of a large or small fire in the County that enough water would be available to the Dublin Fire Brigade in case of cuts or water restrictions being in place, as happened last month?
2. Do Protocols exist for such a case?

3. Are they known to people in the Council and Fire Brigade?)


REPLY:

Tá nósanna imeachta ag Briogáid Dóiteáin Átha Cliath i gcás tine mór nó beag sa 
Chontae nuair atá srian ar uisce nó ciorraithe i bhfeidhm. Bíonn breis inneall dóitean 
lán le uisce sa stáisiún dóiteáin ina bhfuil sianta/ciorraithe i lathair agus chomh maith 
leis sin is feidir leo inneall dóitean o cheanntar eile a fháil i gcás tine mór go 
hathraithe.


Cuirtear an Seirbhís Dóiteáin ar eolas chomh luath agus a cuitear srianta/ciooaithe i 
bhfeidhm agus is feidir an seirbhís a theorú go dtí ceanntar nach bhfuil na srianta 
uisce i bhfeidhm. I gcás da mbeadh an Seirbhís Dóiteáin ar eolas go mbeadh uisec ag 
teastail uatha cuirfaidh an Chomhairle deireadh leis na srianta ar an bpoinnte agus 
beidh uisce ar fail sa cheanntar. Ba cheart a rá nach raibh aon deacaracht ó thaobh 
an Seirbhís Dóiteáin agus ganntanas uisce le gairid.


(Dublin Fire Brigade has standard procedures that are put in place in the event of a 
large or small fires in the County when water restrictions or shut offs are in place. 
The Fire Station covering an area with water restrictions will have additional Fire 
Tenders filled with water on standby within the Station ready for use and will also be 
able to call up additional Fire Tenders from other Station if it is felt necessary as is 
the normal practise in the event of a large fire anyway. The Fire Service is notified 
and is aware of areas with water restrictions or water shut offs and can direct Fire 
Tenders to unrestricted areas to refill. In the event that the Fire Service indicate that 
they require water in a restricted area because of the size or intensity of a fire, once 
notified South Dublin County Council would immediately open the closed valves and 
supply water to the area of the fire.  It should be noted that there were no issues 
regarding the fire service and a lack of supply of water during the recent water 
restrictions.)

Q22/0211
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Walsh

Cad iad na gníomhartha a bheidh ar siúl chun Lá Fhéile Pádraig a cheilliúradh sa Chontae?
(What are the activities planned for St Patrick's Day in the County?)


REPLY:

Beidh parade  i Leamhcán arís i mbliaina. Beidh cúig banna mór agus suas le fiche 
grupaí áitiúil sa paráid. Cabhróidh Comhairle Contae Átha Theas leis an paráid i 
Leamchán ó thaobh airgeadas dhe agus eagruchan.


Ní raibh aon comóradh formiúil Lá le Padraig i dTamhlacht le blianta beag anuas. Trid 
an tír bíonn bailte beaga in ann Lá le Padraig a chomóradh ina mbealach fhéin agus 
ní raibh  ceilliúradh ar bith i Tamhlacht, cé go bhfuil daonra níos mó ná  cathracha 
eile sa tír. 


I mbliaina, tá an Chomhairle eineacht le munitir Tamhlacht ag ullmhú chun Lá le 
Padraig a cheilliúradh. Beidh an ócáid seo ar siúil i Stadiam Tamhlacht sa trathnóna.


Beidh trí banna áitiúil ag maircseail.. Beidh clubanna spóirt agus daoine suntasach 
áitiúil pairteach, chomh maith le reimse mór grupaí aitiúil agus damhsoirí. Cuirfaidh 
tine ealaíne deireadh leis an ócáid.


Sé atá i gceist ná go mbeadh an oiread daoine áitiúil agus is feidir pairteach san 
ócáid, chun siamsa a chuir ar fail don lucht féachana.


Beidh seans ag grupaí agus clubanna áitiúil léiriú spéise  a chuir síos, chun pairt a 
bhaint san ócáid. Beidh teorann ar an meid grupaí a bheas in ann pairt a ghlacadh 
san ócáid.


Tá taithí ar móran daoine ar Staidiam Tamhlacht ó bheith ag dul ag cluichaí agus 
ócáid spoirt ó d’oscail an Staidiam dhá bhliain ó shin. Beidh seans ag daoine nach 
raibh riamh san áit, gabhail isteach agus an áis iontach seo a fheiceal don chead uair. 
Is áis do phobal Átha Cliath Theas é seo agus ionad spóirt don chead scoth.


Is feidir le aon duine freastail ar an ceilliúradh soar in aisce. Tá súil again go beidh 
seans ag Muintir Tamhlacht pléisúir a bhaint as an lá san Staidiam i gcompóird. Beidh 
an spraoi agus spórt dha chuir ar fail ag daoine áitiúil.


Riomh an ócáid san Staidiam beidh banna áitiúil leictreach ag seinn san carr chlós. 
Beidh sé seo ar siúil ar feadh uair a chloig agus leanfaidh an ceilliúradh istigh sa 
Staidiam ar feadh uair go leath.


Beidh maor, na Gardai agus baill den Chosaint Shibhialta i lathair. Beidh 
saincheadúnaí bia ar an suiomh chomh maith le tae, caife agus deoch neamh- 
mheisciúil ar fail. Ní bheidh alcól le fáil agus ní cheadófar é a thabairt isteach, ná é a 
ól san ionad.


Mar is gnath beidh ócáidí ar siúil i gclubanna Cumann Lúthchleas Gael tríd an chontae 
agus tá súil go leanfaidh said seo ar aghaidh chomh maith. 


(There will be a St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Lucan once again this year. The parade 
will include five major bands and twenty or more local groups   SDCC assists with the 
parade in Lucan both by supporting the parade financially and also by helping with 
the organisation of the parade 


There has been no formal St. Patrick’s Day celebration in Tallaght for many years and 
the Council, along with the people of Tallaght, is now making arrangements to mark 
St. Patrick’s Day this year. An event will take place in Tallaght Stadium. 


 At least three local marching bands will perform at Tallaght Stadium. Local sports 
clubs and outstanding individual sports people will be taking part, as well as a wide 
range of community groups and dancers. The event will close with a fireworks 
display. 


 The idea is to involve as many members of the local community as 
reasonably possible in a participatory role, and at the same time to provide 
entertainment for those attending the event as spectators.


 All local clubs and groups will have the opportunity to submit an expression of 
interest in taking part in the celebrations. However, places will have to be limited.   


 Tallaght Stadium is a county venue that many people will be familiar with through 
the football matches and several other sporting and Community events that have 
taken place there since it opened two years ago. However, there are many people 
who have never been to the facility and this gives them a great opportunity to see 
first-hand what a magnificent facility it is, and most importantly, that it is a 
community facility for the people of South Dublin, as well as being a venue for top-
class sport.


 Anyone who wishes to attend the celebrations will be able to do so free of charge. 
 We hope to provide an opportunity for the people to enjoy St. Patrick’s Day in the 
comfort of the Stadium, in a safe and secure environment and protected (to a certain 
degree) from the elements. It is envisaged that practically all the entertainment will 
be provided by local people.  


 Prior to the events inside the Stadium, it is planned to have local electric bands play 
in the Stadium car park. This will last approximately one hour, while the events inside 
the Stadium are expected to last a further one and a half hours   


 Traditionally, there are functions to mark the day in the various G.A.A. clubs across 
the county, and it is expected that they will take place as usual this year.)   
 H6/0211
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H7a)/0211  Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0211
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN FORMER LOCAL AUTHORITY DWELLINGS 
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

87 Homelawn Road           Edward & Maria O’Brien                       €418.45


66A Palmer Park               Gareth Collins & Emma Heskin               €41.30


86 Castle Park                   Bernadette Galligan                            €111.74”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

87 Homelawn Road           Edward & Maria O’Brien                       €418.45

66A Palmer Park               Gareth Collins & Emma Heskin               €41.30

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That the Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder.  The following has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

86 Castle Park                   Bernadette Galligan                                €111.74 ”

H7c)/0211 
PROPOSED  LEASE  OF  PAVILION  AND  CARPARK  AT  MILL LANE, PALMERSTON,  DUBLIN  20  TO  THE  TRUSTEES  OF PALMERSTOWN  RANGERS  FOOTBALL  CLUB
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“In 1997, the Council approved the leasing of existing pavilion structure, ground 
adjacent thereto and adjoining lands at Mill Lane, Palmerston comprising 8.98 acres 
or thereabouts to Palmerstown Rangers Sporting and Leisure Ltd subject to terms 
and conditions-  Certified Minute C/529/1997 refers. This lease was never finalised 
and Palmerstown Rangers Sporting and Leisure Ltd was subsequently dissolved. In 
the meantime, negotiations have taken place with the Trustees of Palmerstown 
Rangers Football Club, which Club has continued to be facilitated in these grounds, 
regarding the leasing of pavilion building and car park. The adjoining lands including 
pitches will remain in the ownership of the Council.


 I accordingly recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose by way of lease to the Trustees of 
Palmerstown Rangers Football Club, the existing pavilion building and car park area 
at Mill Lane, Palmerston, Dublin 20 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing 
No. PLS 1772-01 measuring an area of 1685 sq. metres or thereabouts, subject to 
the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:

  
1.     That the lease shall be for a period of 35 years. 


 2.     That the demised premises is the area as shown outlined in red on the 
attached Drawing No. PLS 1772-01 measuring an area of 1685 sq. metres or 
thereabouts together with the pavilion constructed thereon.


 3.     That the Council( for the benefit of itself,  its nominees, assigns, invitees etc) 
shall retain a right of way  over the area shown coloured in yellow on the Drawing 
No. PLS 1772-01 to access the adjoining public open space. 


 4.     That the annual rent shall be in the sum of €19,000 (nineteen thousand euro) 
plus V.A.T, (if applicable), exclusive of all outgoings and shall be subject to review at 
the end of every fifth year to the annual open market rent which shall be determined 
by a Chartered Valuation Surveyor appointed by the Council or on the basis of the 
increase (if any) in the Consumer Price Index or the passing rent, whichever is 
greater.  


 Notwithstanding the rent so reserved, the annual rent shall be abated to €200 (two 
hundred euro) ) plus V.A.T, (if applicable), exclusive of all outgoings subject to the 
property being used for the purposes as specified at term no 7, outlined below.

 
5.     The payment of rent is to be quarterly in advance by standing order. The 
abated annual rent shall be reviewed at the end of every fifth year on the basis of the 
increase in the consumer price index.


 6.     That the lessee shall be responsible for all outgoings including rates,  charges, 
fees, electricity bills and refuse charges  that may become payable on the premises 
during the period of the lease.


7.     That the demised premises shall be used solely by the Lessee for non profit 
making purposes and more specifically as a sports changing room and ancillary 
offices and storage and car park. In the event of it ceasing to be used for such 
purposes it shall revert free of charge to the Council or to the open market yearly 
rent.


8.     That the Lessee shall not sell, assign, grant any sub interests, sub-divide, 
alienate or part with the possession of the demised premises without the prior written 
consent of the Council.


 9.     That the Lessee shall keep the demised premises in a good state of repair and carry out all maintenance and repairs. An authorised Council Official shall be permitted to enter onto the demised premises schedule of dilapidations and the necessary works (if any) shall be carried out by the lessee within a reasonable period of time as stated by the Council.


10. That the Lessee shall at all times ensure that the demised premises are kept in 
such condition that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of 
pleasant resort and shall not  allow it to be used so to be a nuisance to persons 
resorting to it or to owners or occupiers of surrounding properties or members of the 
public. In particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from 
the building at any time during its opening hours. 


 11. That the applicant shall at all times maintain proper order and conduct on the 
demised premises and shall exclude there from any person or child whose conduct is 
not proper, orderly and decent. 


12. That the Lessee shall insure and keep insured the demised premises in a sum 
equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint names of the Council 
and the applicant against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an established 
insurance office to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or such sum 
of money necessary for that purpose and within 7 days after the same has become 
payable to produce to the Council the policy or policies of such insurance and the 
receipt for every such payment. In the event of loss or damage by fire or other 
cause, the lessee is obliged to reinstate the demised premises and every part thereof 
to it’s original state.


 13. That the Lessee shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4million or such 
other sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time to time in respect of any 
claims for injury or damage to any person or property through the use of the 
demised premises


 14. That the Lessee shall be prohibited from erecting any mast, tower, aerial or 
hoarding on the demised premises.


 15. That any signage if permitted shall be subject to Council approval and shall be in 
accordance with the specifications of the Council.


 16. That the Lessee shall not carry out any alteration or development of the demised 
premises or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written 
consent of the Council.


17. That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be 
permitted in or about the demised premises.


 18. That the demised premises or any part thereof shall not be used as a residence.


 19. That no trade or business shall be undertaken on the demised premises without 
the prior written approval of the Council. Any such business carried out on the 
demised premises must comply fully with all the legal requirements of the Council 
and other State Agencies where applicable and must be complementary to the 
permitted use of the premises i.e. a sports changing room and ancillary offices and 
storage and car park. 


 20. That the Lessee shall  comply with all statutory requirements and regulations 
and in particular  the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work  Act 1989 to 2005,  Waste 
Management Act 1996 as amended and Litter Pollution legislation and any 
amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in 
respect of the said Acts and Regulations.


 21. That the Council shall retain a right to wayleaves for no consideration, through 
any lands included in the lease or any related areas, or lands to which it holds title, 
for any of its statutory purposes subject to the appropriate re-instatement of any 
lands so affected.

 
22. The Lessee shall at the direction of the Council make adequate provision for the 
use of the leased area by other organisations and schools in the area at reasonable 
times and rates subject to it being used in a proper manner and subject to 
availability. Any entity, organisations and schools that may be given use of the leased 
area must ensure that they are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance 
for any such events organised therein, that the Lessee’s insurance should not be 
affected by any event which they have not directly organised or are not directly 
involved with.


 23. That if the leased area is not utilised to its full extent at any time the Council at 
its discretion shall be entitled to allow other sporting organisations to use the facilities 
on either a temporary basis or for the duration of the term of the lease.


 24. In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining lands, 
that the Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration to resume 
possession of the leased area and to relocate the Lessee temporarily or permanently 
to an equivalent facility in the locality.


25. That in the event of the Lessee failing to comply with any of the terms, 
conditions, warranties, covenants or the obligations and stipulations herein contained 
or becoming dissolved or going into   liquidation, the Council may revoke the lease by 
giving the lessee notice in writing to that effect or unless otherwise stated in such 
Notice, this agreement shall cease immediately upon such Notice having been given.


 26. That the Lessee shall be responsible for the payment of any V.A.T or other taxes 
or charges due to the creation of the lease.


27. That the lease shall include any amendments and/or other conditions as are 
deemed appropriate by the Council or Law Agent. 


28. That the Lessee will pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT. 


29.  That the Lessee shall pay Valuers fees of €800 (eight hundred euro) plus VAT.


30. That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.


 31. That the above proposal is subject to the necessary consents and approvals 
being obtained.


 32. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.

            The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Stewarts Hospital in 
2001 for open space purposes.

  
J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose by way of lease to the Trustees of Palmerstown Rangers Football Club, the existing pavilion building and car park area at Mill Lane, Palmerston, Dublin 20 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. PLS 1772-01 measuring an area of 1685 sq. metres or thereabouts, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H8/0211
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT KILCRONAN CRESCENT, CLONDALKIN
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“The attached report was considered at the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held 
on Wednesday, 19th January 2011.


Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, 
seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh, and AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of 
way over Portion of Kilcronan Crescent, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, as shown 
shaded red on Drawing RE 1046, be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 
Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over Portion of Kilcronan 
Crescent, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, as shown shaded red on Drawing RE 1046, be 
extinguished.”

“MEETING OF CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

HEADED ITEM NO. 12


Proposed Extinguishment of the Public Right of Way over Portion of 
Kilcronan Crescent, Clondalkin

REPLY:

The following report was submitted to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting 
on Wednesday, 15th September, 2010.


“The Council constructed three units of accommodation at Kilcronan Crescent, 
Clondalkin, as part of an infill development of 56 units.  The addresses of these 
houses are as follows:-


17 Kilcronan Grove,

78A Kilmahuddrick Road, and 

1A Kilcronan View.

Portion of these 3 units were constructed on part of the public road at Kilcronan 
Crescent as shown shaded red on Drawing RE:1046.  Accordingly, to regularise 
matters it is necessary to extinguish the public right-of-way over that portion of 
Kilcronan Crescent shown shaded red on Drawing RE 1046.” 


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on 
Thursday 30th September, 2010 and signs were erected on site in accordance with 
Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, 
representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 15th November, 2010.


No submissions were received.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved 

function of the Council. 


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the 
Council.””

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge 
and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over Portion of Kilcronan Crescent, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, as shown shaded red on Drawing RE 1046, be extinguished.”

H9/0211
AUTHORISATION OF OVER-EXPENDITURE 2010
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager, and was CONSIDERED:


“In accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval 
is required for increased revenue account expenditure in 2010. These over-spends 
were considered during and formed part of the 2011 Budget process.


Details of expenditure changes for the various Divisions and services are set out 
hereunder:

	Authorisation of Over - Expenditure for 2010

	
	Division and Service
	Amount Spent over Budget 2010

	
	
	

	A11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-23,200) 

	
	
	

	A
	Division Total
	(-23,200) 

	
	
	

	B02
	NS Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	(-492,500) 

	B08
	Road Safety Promotion & Education
	(-10,900) 

	
	
	

	B
	Division Total
	(-503,400) 

	
	
	

	C01
	Water Supply
	(-1,094,800) 

	C06
	Support to Water Capital Programme
	(-379,600) 

	C07
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-37,700) 

	
	
	

	C
	Division Total
	(-1,512,100) 

	
	
	

	D01
	Forward Planning
	(-5,500) 

	D03
	Enforcement
	(-31,900) 

	D06
	Community and Enterprise Function
	(-63,700) 

	D08
	Building Control
	(-63,000) 

	D12
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-2,700) 

	
	
	

	D
	Division Total
	(-166,800) 

	
	
	

	E02
	Recovery and Recycling Facilities Operations
	(-62,000) 

	E04
	Provision of Waste to Collection Services
	(-1,718,200) 

	E05
	Litter Management
	(-36,600) 

	E07
	Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement
	(-59,500) 

	E09
	Maintenance of Burial Grounds
	(-60,100) 

	E10
	Safety of Structures and Places
	(-10,300) 

	
	
	

	E
	Division Total
	(-1,946,700) 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	F
	Division Total
	0 

	
	
	

	G05
	Educational Support Services
	(-1,428,300) 

	
	
	

	G
	Division Total
	(-1,428,300) 

	
	
	

	H01
	Profit & Loss Machinery Account
	(-39,200) 

	H03
	Adminstration of Rates
	(-7,939,700) 

	H11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-8,500) 

	
	
	

	H
	Division Total
	(-7,987,400) 

	
	
	

	 
	Total for All Divisions
	(-13,567,900) 



A11 Agency & Recoupable Services



Increased costs relate to inspection of private rented dwellings and is funded by 
increased income.


B02 NS Road-Maintenance and Improvement 


Over-expenditure relates to works on N81 and at Citywest and is matched by grant 
income.


C01 Water Supply


Over-expenditure is due to an increase of €1.5m in the provision for bad and doubtful 
debts in respect of commercial water charges


C06 Support to Water Capital Programme


Due to the fall off in activity on the Water Capital Programme, it was necessary to 
charge a greater proportion of technical salaries and expenses to the Revenue 
Account.


D03 Enforcement


Over-expenditure due to costs previously charged to service D02.


D06 Community and Enterprise Function


Increase in expenditure re Social Inclusion Unit matched by increased grant income.


D08 Building Control


Increased costs relate to movement of staff from other areas.

E02 Recovery and Recycling Facilities Operations


Over-expenditure due to costs for white goods centre.


E04 Provision of Waste to Collection Services


Increased costs relate to refuse & recycling collection and movement of loan charges 
from service E01 which gives a corresponding saving of €1,428,800 in that service.


E05 Litter Management


Over-expenditure relates to contribution to CODEMA.


E07 Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement


Additional expenditure relates to legal and professional fees for enforcement of waste 
regulations.


E09 Maintenance of Burial Grounds


Increased expenditure relates to payroll and materials costs.


G05 Educational Support Services


Increased expenditure relates to Higher Education Grants and Fee Payments. These 
increased costs are matched by increased grant income.


Division H


Over-expenditure in Division H is principally in the area of Administration of Rates.  
An additional €1,100,000 was spent on refunds of rates, €200,000 of which was in 
respect of overpayment of rates which has a matching income.  An additional 
€7,321,300 was necessary to provide for bad debts write offs and provision for 
doubtful debts.


Overall this over-expenditure is offset by a combination of increased incomes and 
expenditure savings in other areas.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council approve the increased revenue account expenditure in 2010 as specified in the foregoing report. These over-spends were considered during and formed part of the 2011 Budget process.”
H10/0211
AUDITED AFS 2009 AND AUDIT REPORT
The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by the Manager, and were CONSIDERED:

“In accordance with Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001, the 
audited 
Annual Financial Statement 2009 and Auditor’s Report has been circulated 
herewith for consideration.


These reports were previously considered by the Members at the January 2011 
meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.”

Audited Annual Financial Statement 2009

The Report was NOTED.
 H11/0211 
REGISTRATION OF DEED OF COVENANT AND CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF THE MINISTER FOR TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORT  IN RESPECT OF SPORTS CAPITAL GRANT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CYCLE RACE TRACK AT CORKAGH PARK
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the manager, Mr. J. Walsh,  Director of Development, Parks and Road, and was CONSIDERED: 

                   

“The site of the proposed Cycle Track at Corkagh Park - Clondalkin, Dublin 22 is in 
Council ownership. It is proposed to develop a cycle race track on the lands which 
will be operated by CycleIreland (the governing body for the sport of cycling in 
Ireland) under a Management Licence to be issued by the County Council when the 
track is built– CycleIreland has been successful in obtaining approval for Sports 
Capital Grants from the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport, in the total sum 
of €400,000 for the purpose of constructing the track.

 


A  condition  of  the  payment  of the  grant  monies  requires  the Council, as 
registered owner of the property, to enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with 
the Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport  to ensure the continued use of the 
facility as a cycle race track for a specified period of fifteen years and in 
the event of 
it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of 
Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to 
enable the draw down of the grant monies.


The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport has requested the Council’s 
agreement to the registration of a Deed of Covenant and Charge on the land in the 
sum of €400,000.  The Council’s agreement to the registration of the Deed of 
Covenant and Charge is necessary to enable Cycleireland to draw down the funding 
from the Department.

 


In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council may 
approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, 
guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for works of this 
nature, such as approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.  The above 
definition would include accepting a charge against the Council property in respect 
of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

 


Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopts the following resolution:


“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that 
the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge as set out hereunder to 
continue the use of the cycle track facility at Corkagh Park Clondalkin (property as 
shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. PLS 1173-109B  as a cycle 
race track for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to 
do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale,  which Covenant 
and Charge is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant 
funding of €400,000. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a 
burden against the Council’s title.

Property          

Amount of Grant        

Specified Term 








Charged




                                                                    


Lands in Corkagh Park.                  €400,000                        Up to 15 years

Clondalkin, Dublin 22 – 

as shown on Drawing No.


PLS 1173-109B”
Councillor T. Gilligan queried the cost of this proposal which he considered to be high.
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks & Road stated that the project had gone through the Part 8 process, was not just an ordinary cycle track but would be used for training and racing competitively and was fully funded by Cycle Ireland.
Councillors Corr and Ridge welcomed the proposal stating that it would be of great benefit to the community at large.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councilor T. Ridge and AGREED:  
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge as set out hereunder to continue the use of the cycle track facility at Corkagh Park Clondalkin (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. PLS 1173-109B  as a cycle race track for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale,  which Covenant and Charge is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €400,000. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.
Property          

Amount of Grant        
Specified Term 







Charged


Lands in Corkagh Park.                  €400,000                        Up to 15 years
Clondalkin, Dublin 22 – 
as shown on Drawing No.

PLS 1173-109B ”
CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial
Co1/0211
Letter, dated 11th January 2011, from Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Innovation regarding motion passed in relation to Minimum Wage

Co2/0211
Letter, dated 27th January 2011, from Minister for Communications regarding motion passed in relation to Universal Services Obligation

Co3/0211
Correspondence from DoEHLG regarding Training & Development for Elected Members on the Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2010 (half-day seminar on morning of 11th April in Dublin Castle)
Co4/0211
Letter dated 8th February, from Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs regarding National Drug Strategy. 

Other
Co5/0211
Letters, dated 21st December 2010,  from Donegal County Council regarding 
(i) An Post and (ii) Undocumented Irish

Co6/0211
Letter, dated 23rd December 2010, from Limerick County Council regarding Planning Applications

Co7/0211
Letter, dated 5th January 2011, from Monaghan Town Council regarding Bulk LPG Market
Co8/0211
Letters, by email dated 12th January 2010, from South Tipperary County Council regarding (i) Postal Service and (ii) Sugar Industry
Co9/0211
Letter, by email dated 13th January 2011, from Clonmel Borough Council regarding the Postal Service
Co10/0211
Email, dated 14th January, from Castlebar Town Council, regarding policies in Primary and Secondary School
Co11/0211
Email, dated 14th January 2011, from Castlebar Town Council regarding the Rising Mortgage prices
Co12/0211
Letter, by email dated 26th January 2011, from North Tipperary County Council regarding Postal Services in Ireland
Co13/0211
Letter, dated 01st February 2011, from National Transport Authority regarding motion passed in relation to Dublin Bus fares increase
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION


MAYOR’S BUSINESS:
M1/0211
GREY AND BROWN BIN COLLECTION  


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor  M. Corr:
“That this Council give due consideration to the results of a survey conducted by a resident of the County to establish the views/experiences of senior citizens in relation to our Grey and Brown Bin collection. 52 pensioners were surveyed and replies from 47 were received.
Details of survey:
Question 1: South Dublin County Council brown bin collection offers 3

lifts every quarter. How often will your household be putting out your brown

bin in each quarter?

* 40 replied they might have sufficient waste to put out their brown

bin once or twice in each quarter, but not three times.

* 3 expected to put that bin out twice in each quarter, and thought

they might put it out three times occasionally, but rarely.

* 3 believed their brown bin would be put out twice in one or two

quarters, and maybe once in one of the other two quarters.

* 1 stated they would never put out the brown bin.

Question 2: The black / grey bin collection is provided on the basis of 3

lifts every quarter, how often will your household need to put out your

black / grey bin in each quarter?

* 32 replied that they would usually need to put out their black /

grey bin 4 times in each quarter

* 9 responded that they would probably put that bin out three times in

each quarter and, occasionally would need a further lift in some quarters.

* 4 believed three black / grey bins would be put out in two quarters,

and 3 or 4 in the other two quarters.

* 2 stated they could manage on 3 black / grey lifts per quarter, but

expressed concern about storing rubbish for longer periods.

* 19 commented in various ways on the strong probability that the new

restrictions would cause significant difficulties when they would be forced

into compacting waste in their black / grey bins due to the reduction in

lifts.”


REPORT:

“The Council is obliged by EU, National and Regional Policy, by regulatory 
requirements arising from the EU Landfill Directive and by contract with private 
sector Landfill Operators through whom the county’s waste is disposed, to minimise 
the amount of bio-degradable/organic waste being disposed of through landfill.


When the Council introduced it's alternating bin collection system in order to comply 
with the above, paying customers were incentivised to use brown bins through the 
application of a discounted charge for the brown bin. In order to provide an incentive 
for waiver customers to recycle their organic waste the availability of waivers was 
divided evenly between the black and brown bins. In this way the council continues 
to promote good environmental practice, awareness and compliance while helping to 
achieve the diversion targets set out by EU and Government Policy.”
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, spoke on the Motion and outlined his concern for protecting the jobs of staff involved in waste collection, while at the same time acknowledging that this was an Executive Function (and as such Members had no power over any decision of Management).  He queried if privitisation of the service would mean residents would be paying more once the private company was established and up and running.

Councillors Corr, Kenny, Tuffy, Jones, Gilligan, Hannon and Lahart all contributed to a lengthy debate on the Motion and the following issues and queries were raised:

· Whereas it was appreciated there were difficulties in operating the 
service it was envisaged that a private operators would eventually 
engage in undercutting of prices creating a monopoly and leaving some 
customers, particularly those on waivers, in difficult circumstances;
· Ability of staff employed to realize the importance of the service and 
work towards cost efficiences and providing a better service to the 
residents in consultation with Management and Unions;
· The problem of residents already opting out of the Council run service 
to go with private operators; 

· Current service level provided by the Council below standard of 
private operators;
· The quoted figure of €55,000 per day to operate the service was 
queried;
· Concerns regarding service to the rural population should the service 
be privitised; 

· Whether a private operator would be on contract or would be 
purchasing the service; 

· Problems with brown bin collections;
· Firefighting IR issues; 

· Not fully considering all the options.
The Mayor accepted Manager’s report and the report was NOTED.
MAYOR’S BUSINESS:


PRIVATISATION OF THE BIN COLLECTION SERVICE

M2/0211
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That the elected members of this Council opposes any decision to privatise the bin collection service. We oppose any loss of jobs from the bin service and believe that privatisation of the bin collection service will lead to a more expensive service for the householder”.

REPORT:

“South Dublin operates a refuse collection service in the county.  This is a three bin 
system - green, brown and black - as required under the Council's Bye-Laws.  There 
are a number of private providers also operating in the county and providing the 
same service to customers.  Recent years have seen dramatic changes in 
presentation levels and increasing costs in relation to disposal.  Each day that the 
Council collects waste it now costs €55,000.  This situation is unsustainable.  The 
Council under Section 33 of the Waste Management Act (as amended) "shall collect, 
or arrange for the collection of, household waste within its functional area".  The 
Council therefore is undertaking a review of options which include keeping the 
service 
as it is, understanding the value and interest of the market into he 
service, procuring the service or indeed simply standing back from the service.


The Council is progressing with exploring these options and is in discussion with the 
trade unions.  The Council in so doing is acting within the scope of the Public Service 
Agreement (Croke Park).  There will be no loss of jobs from any action taken to bring 
about a change in waste collection within the county.   The collection of waste is part 
of the Waste Management Plan and under Section 10 (d) of the Waste Management 
Act 1996 is an executive function.”
Councillor J. Lahart stated that he neither supported, nor did not support the Motion.  He felt that there were advantages for the Council if private operators were appointed as this would minimize costs to the Council which would allow for additional expenditure in other areas of need.  He stated that private contractors do (in certain instances) provide a better service than the Council is capable of in that it supplies odour filter systems, additional plastic bags and glass bottle collections.  He supported an open and lengthy debate on the matter. 
Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members’ queries and spoke of the large investment by the Council over the past number of years in providing this service.  She stated that the introduction and use of brown bins had been forced upon the Council to comply with landfill directive.  She went on to elaborate on the hidden charges which the Council is responsible for in waste disposal such as aftercare maintenance of Arthurstown Landfill, haulage of waste, disposal costs, leachate control etc.   Ms Poole also stated that the Council did not have the same flexibility as a private contractor, who could and were providing the service 20% cheaper than the Council.  She conceded that the Council’s service had inconsistencies for a number of reasons and customers were moving away from the Council to private operators because of this.  She clarified the figures for waste disposal and income set out in the report.

Ms Poole referred to the Croke Park Agreement and stated that a six week process of negotiations, in tandem with that agreement, was under way during which all possible options available to the Council for the operation of the service would be looked at.  She reiterated that the council is reviewing options available and that there was no agreement or decision made at this stage. There is however a responsibility to get the best deals possible.

The County Manager Mr. J. Horan refuted that all options were not being fully considered. He reported that negotiations were ongoing in the Labour Relations Commission, and that the Unions had accepted the timeline for the process.  This process will be transparent and will deal with all the issues involved. 

Councillor J. Hannon requested an undertaking from the Manager that, regardless of outcome of the process in the Labour Relations Commission, there would be no job losses.  He also queried if a private company would be subject to the disposal costs of €17m which the Council currently has to absorb.
Mr. J. Horan reiterated that there would be no job losses; that under the Croke Park Agreement there would be no involuntary redundancies and one way of dealing with that would be by way of redeployment. In relation to the costs, the Council was locked into a number of contracts due to the Public Procurement process which had very limited flexibility.

Councillor Lahart was not in agreement with the motion and there followed a show of hands prior to which the Manager reiterated that the waste management function is a management function and that the elected members did not have a reserved function in this regard.
In favour 10
Against 1
M3/0211
SOCIAL HOUSING SCHEME 


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor  E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager will give a report on the progress of the Social Housing Leasing Scheme within the County”.

REPORT:
“The roll out and active promotion in South Dublin of the Social Housing Leasing 
Initiative in accordance with Department of the Environment Heritage & Local 
Government circulars N3/07 and SHIP 2010.07 commenced in June 2010 following 
the adoption of the Croke Park Agreement. 

An Information Booklet (pdf document) outlining the opportunity  for property 
owners for making properties available to a local authority under the initiative was 
published and advertised by the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency. A 
national newspaper advertisement promoting the scheme was carried out in 
August 2010. More recently the scheme was advertised on www.irishlandlord.com

The scheme is also advertised on the Council’s website together with an outline 
FAQ.

To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across 
a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 360 properties of 
which over 200 have been made available by the owners for Council inspection for 
compliance with leasing standards. 


These properties are now at various stages of assessment and inspection for 
suitability for inclusion in the leasing scheme. Lease agreements have been 
formalised in the case of 25 properties and they have been made available for 
tenanting.


In support and as a driver to the leasing initiative in South Dublin, Department of the 
Environment Heritage & Local Government approval was received to operate the 
ASH (Applicant Sourced Homes) programme on a pilot basis. This represents an 
exciting new opportunity for housing applicants to source their own home which, 
subject to suitability of the property and reaching agreement with the property 
owner, will be leased by the Council. The ASH programme  is being offered  to 
persons on the housing list on an incremental basis. The Council has now issued 500 
letters to persons on the housing giving full information on the ASH programme of 
which to date responses have been received from 65 housing applicants. According 
as the  ASH  programme is rolled out  it is anticipated that the leasing initiative will 
gather momentum as a source of social housing provision for housing applicants as 
the availability of standard Council owned properties declines.”
Councillor C. Jones spoke on the Motion and asked if the Manager had an update on Leasing and the ASH scheme.  She expressed her reservations in regard to changes in social housing and the problems the current system could have in 15 to 20 years time by not providing social housing in the conventional way.  She stated that applicants felt they did not have sufficient support when looking for their own homes.  She also went on to state that real progress needs to be shown before applicants feel this is a viable opportunity.  She requested that the Manager keep the Members updated every 3 to 6 months on the progress.

Councillor M. Corr felt the ASH scheme was not ideal but an option and the biggest problem seemed to be the delay in the vetting process by the Gardai which due to lack of resources was taking, in some cases, up to six months. She asked if the Gardai could be persuaded to review their process in an effort to streamline the vetting of applicants.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community, confirmed that the report attached contained the up to date figures. He went on to discuss the ASH project which was solely a South Dublin County Council initiative and the problems which were being encountered with both applicants and landlords being unsure of what was entailed in the process. He expected this situation to improve as the initiative was rolled out to applicants.  Of the 364 expressions of interest in the Scheme 65 related to ASH (which had tenanted 24 applicants to date).  There were a number of problems in relation to unsuitable properties, negotiations breakdowns etc.  He also stated that of the 10,150 people on the housing list 65% have met their needs in some way through rental supplement or RAS and reiterated that for the foreseeable future there will be no new social housing building scheme.
He also said that the Council would speak to An Garda Siochana in an effort to decide on how best to clear the backlog on vetting.  However he could not stress enough the importance of the vetting procedure. 
The report was NOTED.
At this point the Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, had to unexpectedly vacate the chair and as the Deputy Mayor was not present he sought (in accordance with Standing Order 10) a proposal from the floor to take the Chair.  Councillor P. Kearns proposed Councillor M. Corr and this was agreed unanimously.
Councillor M. Corr then took the Chair and continued with the order of business.

M4/0211
PUBLIC REALM

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report to form the basis for discussion with the elected member on proposals to improve the management of the public realm in our county, including the need for improved and more regular litter-cleansing and grass-cutting services and the need to pursue greater coordination and innovative working arrangements between council departments and noting the provision of funding in the adopted budget for 2010 for ‘public realm transformation”.

REPORT:


“In 2010 it was agreed that transforming the public realm was a priority albeit a 
significant challenge. There is no doubt that co-ordination between 
Departments will enable a more 
focused approach with regard to maintaining the 
public realm of the County - e.g. ensuring that the litter picking takes place in 
advance of grass cutting and work is on-going on bringing schedules such as 
these more in line with each other. In addition the area of community clean-ups 
requires coordinated effort in removal of materials. though this area is under review 
as it 
is important that communities are in a position to manage such clean-ups 
and that the costs associated with disposal are scheduled in as part of the work 
programme budgets Other measures which will prevent / reduce illegal dumping 
are 
also being explored. There are other complex IR issues in relation to some areas but 
where possible coordinated responses are being pursued across the Roads, 
Environment and Parks Departments on particular problem sites. However we 
must also build into any transformation the role of communities in preventing 
damage to the public realm whether that is through littering, graffiti, illegal 
dumping, bonfire activity, or vehicle damage on open spaces. The Council has long 
been 
involved and supportive of building social capital in the 
County 
through its 
Community Work team, the Estate Management staff, Environmental Awareness 
initiatives and other activities which have supported communities to develop 
their own transformational agenda. A new strand of the Social Capital Building 
Programme in the form of a Social Credits Pilot Project which will be launched 
shortly will enable the Council to provide "rewards" as small additional incentives for 
communities who engage in maintaining their own areas.


In addition to this work, consultation meetings were held with the Members to 
identify a number of areas where a "once off" spend would remove the need to 
continually expend resources on maintaining areas. This consultation process 
served to identify a number of common issues throughout the County, e.g. dumping, 
littering, graffiti, derelict sites, grass cutting and the need for extended CCTV 
coverage throughout the county.  These findings were analysed with solutions 
proposed  and a full schedule of the works, on a priority basis,
was circulated to 
the Members.  Input was subsequently received from the Members and a 
revised 
schedule of works is now being prepared and will be re-presented to the 
Members shortly.”
Councillor Lavelle thanked the Manager for the report. He stated that keeping areas litter free should be a priority and felt the Council management of the litter problems was reactive as opposed to proactive.  He spoke at length on the problems in the South Lucan area and the exasperation being felt at this constant problem despite having raised the issue on numerous occasions in the chamber and having had on site meetings with engineers and cleansing staff to highlight the black spots.  He reiterated his request for a hand-cart service in the worst locations and asked if the probation services could be used beyond the graffiti removal service which is currently underway.
Councillors Walsh, Kearns, Corr and Ridge contributed to the debate and supported the Motion.  Councillor Corr pointed out that the €45,000 which was spent on Christmas Tree recycling in 2010 could have gone towards the provision of hand cart services and these were things over which the Members had control.  
All Members agreed that the persons responsible for dumping must be brought to task and made responsible for their actions. Members discussed the use of the probation services in organized clean ups and the possibility of deposits on drinks cans etc., to encourage return of these items so as to reduce litter.  Councillor Ridge requested a report by email of the number of fines which had been given for littering during 2010.  

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager & Director of Environmental Services responded to the Councillors queries and discussed the problems facing the County due to the culture of littering, how it gets so bad in some locations and who is responsible for it (the Council or the consumer), and the need for a change of mindset among residents and the business community alike.  She also confirmed that apart from the cost of removing litter from public places there was an additional cost of €100,000 allocated to Parks alone to clear up litter before grass cutting can take place.  The management of the public realm was about controlling littering and it was difficult to get that message across to the public.  She reported that annually €5m is spent on street cleaning alone, and this money could be spent more usefully in other areas.
Councillor Lavelle responded by stating that those responsible for littering were in the minority, that people paying taxes expect a level of service, and should receive this service on a on going basis and not as one off clean up basis.
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan, responded by stating that these problems and issues were included in the reports to the Strategic Policy Committees. He also noted that 11 staff had been redeployed to the Cleansing Section when work practices were changed.  He stated that the Council was hosting a presentation on the social credit system on Thursday next in an effort to engage the public in the whole concept of litter control for social credit.

The report was NOTED.
 M5/0211
PARKS BYE-LAWS 


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That South Dublin County Council enacts the Parks Bye-Laws so that the 
Gardai can enforce them.”

REPORT:

“The following Bye-laws for the Control and Regulation of the Use of Parks, Open 
Spaces and Recreational Playing Grounds owned, controlled by, or in the charge of 
South Dublin County Council came into effect on the 1st June l996.


Subsequently, Bye-laws Prohibiting the Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public 
Places within the County of South Dublin came into effect on the 7th Day of August, 
2001.


Downloads | Parks General - SDCC Mambo  - Link to Bye-Laws


An Garda Síochaná continues to actively enforce the provisions of these Bye-laws on 
behalf of the Council.


The following table sets out the numbers of Fixed Payment Notices issued by the 
Gardaí pursuant to the provisions of Paragraph 7 of the Bye-laws prohibiting the 
Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places.

	 2008
	119

	2009
	77

	2010
	261

	2011
	19 (at 6th February)



While the numbers of Fixed Payment Notices issued in 2009 was substantially down 
on previous years the number of FPN’s issued to date in 2010 (261) exceeded the 
overall numbers for previous years.


It is suggested the increase may be due to the favourable weather conditions where 
youths are engaging in alcohol related offences in parks, open spaces and 
recreational playing grounds.


A request for details has also been made to An Garda Síochána as to the numbers of 
fines issued pursuant to the provisions of Sections 23A and 23B of the Criminal 
Justice (Public Order) Act, 1994 which provides for the issue of a Fixed Charge 
Offence in respect of Intoxication in a Public Place. 


As a result of the substantial social, cultural and policy changes which have taken 
place since the current Bye-laws came into force in 1996, the Council’s Parks 
Department is undertaking a complete review of the Bye-laws to ensure that they are 
up to date and reflective of the issues that now face the Management and users of 
the Council’s parks, open spaces and recreational playing grounds.


It is also considered important that the 1996 Bye-laws be updated with a view to 
strengthening and coordinating the enforcement powers available to the Council and 
An Garda Síochána under the following Statutes, all of which impinge on the safety 
and enjoyment of persons using parks, open spaces and recreational playing grounds 
and which also impact significantly on the public realm:


Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 


Litter Pollution Act 1997


Casual Trading Act 1995


Control of Horses Act 1996


Control of Dogs Act 1986


Local Government (Water Pollution) (Amendment) Act, 1990, 


Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act, 1990


The attached report was brought before the meeting of the Sport, Recreation 
Community and Parks SPC on 14th September last  when it was agreed that Parks 
Dept would consult with the Gardai in relation to the proposed prohobition of use of 
quad bikes in Council parks,  that the draft bye-laws for parks and open spaces be 
referred to the Law Department for review and that the Council would engage in a 
broad consultative process with local community groups, residents' assocations and 
youth organisations throughout the County.  
http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=29446

Furthermore a meeting took place with Senior Gardai representatives on the 14th 
October 2010 to clarify details regarding the designation of public places and 
open spaces under the proposed Bye Laws as exist under the Roads Traffic Act 1994 
for the seizures of MPVs, Quads and scrambler bikes also the cost involved 
for seizures and storage of such vehicles. 


The draft Bye Laws will now be forwarded to the Councils Law Agent for his opinion 
and amendments where necessary, on receipt of this the Bye Laws will be 
forwarded to the Members for their observation prior to going on display for public 
consultation. When this exercise is complete the Bye Laws will be presented to the 
members for their approval as the making of a Bye Law is a Reserve Function.”
Councillor Dowds spoke on the Motion and was particularly concerned with the damage being caused to the public parks by use of illegal vehicles which the Gardai currently have no power to confiscate under existing Parks Bye Laws.
Councillors Ridge, Hannon, Lavelle and Corr all contributed to the debate which ensued and felt the assistance of the Gardai in these situations was crucial.  The increasing use of quad bikes in Parks was a worrying factor and in some situations was becoming quite dangerous.  Members also felt that it was necessary to strengthen the Bye-Laws.  It was noted that the lack of Gardai resources also was a factor in the lack of enforcement regardless of the Bye-Laws enactment.
Mr J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks & Road responded by stating the  current Bye-Laws go back to 1966 and a lot of work has gone into redrafting new Bye-Laws.  He acknowledged that it was a slow process but to ensure that the Bye-Laws adequately deal with the current problems of use of quad bikes, illegal drinking etc., it was essential that the wording is robust enough.  The current draft bye-laws have been approved by the Gardai and are with the Law Agent for approval.  He also confirmed that they would go on public display for 6 weeks when approved.

Councillor T. Ridge asked Mr. Walsh if he could investigate two separate locations which are in very bad and dangerous condition due to vehicles being run across the open space illegally.
The Motion was PASSED.
M6/0211
LITTERLINE NUMBER 


It was proposed by Councillor B. Lawlor, seconded by Councillor  W. Lavelle:
“That this Council agrees to introduce a Freefone 1800 Litter Line Number to facilitate the public in contacting the Council to report illegal dumping. This new initiative is in response to the growing environmental issues, including increased dumping and fly-tipping, and will encourage and facilitate more residents to support this Councils effort to resolve this menace, including providing additional support to the work of our litter wardens throughout South Dublin. 
Further the public launching of this project will give new hope to the residents of this county for a cleaner environment to the future.”
REPORT:


“The EPA currently operates a nationwide illegal dumping hotline.  The “Dump the 
Dumpers” service is designed to encourage reporting of illegal dumping of waste or 
of abandoned illegal dumps via a 24 hour call save telephone number - 1850 365 
121.  This information is followed up and checked by the enforcement authorities - 
local authorities, the EPA’s Office of Environmental Enforcement and the Gardaí - 
through the Environmental Enforcement Network.  The “Dump the Dumpers” phone 
line is staffed on a 24-hour basis so callers get to speak to a trained operator who 
elicits all necessary details to enable the matter to be investigated. While information 
can be provided anonymously, callers are encouraged to leave contact details so that 
clarification can be sought if necessary and so that feedback can be provided to the 
caller if requested.  Serious incidents of illegal dumping are reported immediately to 
the Gardaí and the relevant local authority so that activities can be investigated as 
appropriate. 


All other reports of litter offences should be made through the Council's existing 
customer contact systems, whether through the web, e-mail, SMS, phone, by post or 
in person.   This system enables tracking of all issues and ensures that matters are 
followed up and resolved.  This is the most effective means of managing issues in the 
County.  In addition to calls that to the EPA, the Environmental Services 
Department dealt with over 3,600 queries relating to litter and dumping in 
2010 through the Customer Contact System.  Therefore, it is not proposed to 
introduce a hotline because, as the above figures show, the current system has 
proved very effective in enabling reporting of litter issues.”
Councillor Lawlor stated that on enquiry it has emerged that only 69 people from South Dublin had contacted the IPA national number to report dumping incidents.  He suggested that this number be advertised on the Council’s Twitter and Facebook pages to encourage residents to be proactive in “dump the dumper” reporting.   Councillor M. Corr suggested that all Members also put this number of their private social network pages.
Councillor C. Jones suggested that now that the Council’s own Customer Care Contact System was up and running very successfully that consideration for a county hotline rather than a national one should be given.  If dumpers see little tolerance for their actions this may give basis for change in attitude.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager & Director of Environmental Services, stated that the number will be put on the Council’s social networking pages.  She highlighted the difficulties involved in prosecution for litter offences and promised to review the viability of a separate litter line for the county within budgetary constraints. 

The report was NOTED.
M7/0211
COVENANT OF MAYORS 


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor C. Keane fell:
“That this Council recommends that South Dublin county Council signs up to The Covenant of Mayors which is a commitment by signatory towns and cities and counties to go beyond the objectives of EU energy policy in terms of reduction in CO2 emissions through enhanced energy efficiency and cleaner energy production and use.”
 M8/0211
NRA FUNDING

In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor T. Gilligan fell:
“That this Council contacts the Department of Environment & Local Government and asks them how much money is granted to the NRA from 
the Government?  From the government through the National Development Plan? 
From the EU?  In general how much money do they get for free?  Is it a case that the NRA should be abolished and its functions brought back under the Department of Transport?”
M9/0211
SUPPORTING SERVICES 


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor D. Keating fell:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the range of supporting services this Council provides for our youth and children in the areas of sport, music, play, social, drama and the arts, indoor and in our parks. At a time of deep recession many families in this county appreciate these services, and would the Manager set out what services can be developed or extended for the benefit of the many young people and families of this county, and would the 
Manager also consider producing an A-Z of free facilities available for the families of this county, hard copy or electronically?”
M10/0211
ROAD MARGINS AND OPEN SPACES

In accordance with Standing Order 13 the following motion proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle was adjourned (for re-entry)  without discussion:

“That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces 
owned or maintained by this council where youths congregate for drinking and 
drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles) being 
discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children, my query is to 
ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.”
M11/0211
OLDER AND BOLDER ALLIANCE 


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor G. Kenny fell:
Recognising that the State Pension and associated supports form a crucial safety net for the elderly, and recognising that over 84% of older people in Ireland rely on the public pension and related supports to keep them from the risk of poverty, and believing that the State Pension must not suffer any cuts, direct or indirect, in the next budget, this Council declares its support for the campaign to Defend the State Pension organised by the Older and Bolder Alliance and calls on the Taoiseach and the Government to make a long term commitment to a fair and secure State Pension now and in the future.
M12/0211
REVENUE DEFICIT 


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor E. Coburn fell:
“That the Manager outline as a result of the revenue deficit as projected in this years Budget what departments and areas in departments will cover cutbacks and can the Manager confirm of the cutbacks will total €7, between now and end of 
December?”
M13/0211
PLC COURSES


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council rejects the Government proposal in the 4 Year Plan to introduce a course fee of €200 for students on PLC courses, requests the Manager to convey this view to the Minister for Education and Skills, and also to convey to the Minister the view of this Council that the cap on the number of PLC places should be lifted for September 2011 to allow County Dublin VEC to increase its intake of PLC students, and the number of PLC courses it provides, in view of the very high levels of unemployment amongst young adults, between 18 and 25 years old, in the County”.

REPORT:


“Details of this motion, if passed, will be conveyed to the Minister for Education & 
Skills.”
Councillor Tuffy spoke on the motion and while appreciating that it was not within the remit of this Council to change Government proposal he wished that the sentiment of the motion and the members of South Dublin County Council be expressed to the Minister.  He felt that this proposal would exclude many families from PLC courses and that no member of the community should be excluded from their right to education in this way

Councillor P. Cosgrave gave his support for what he said was a very good Motion and that any obstacle put in front of people who wished to further their education was not a good move.

The Motion was PASSED.
M14/0211
SNOW


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor J. Lahart fell:
“That this Council considers the merits and legality of introducing bye laws requiring house occupiers to clear snow from driveways and footpaths in front of their homes.”
M15/0211
WATER


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor S. Crowe fell:
“This Council calls on the Manager to give a report naming the estates in the South Dublin County Council area that have not been included in the nightly or daily water cuts to service as part of the response to the reduction in supply difficulties and outline the rational between one estate being effected since before Christmas and other areas seemingly having a full but reduced pressure service.”
M16/0211
DUBLIN MOUNTAINS PATRNERSHIP


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That this Council, recognising the enormous environmental, health, and tourism benefits of the approx 5,000 acres of publicly-run forest areas in the Dublin Mountains area, along with the excellent co-operation between this Council, Coillte and the Dublin Mountains Partnership in creating a fantastic amenity for local residents, supports the continued public ownership of Coillte and opposes any attempts to privatise the company”.

REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the Members sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for 
Agriculture and the Minister for Finance and, upon receipt, copies of their replies will 
be circulated to the members.”
Councillor Looney spoke on the Motion and the suggestions of possible privatisation of Coillte, which he described as a very regrettable situation and urged Members to support this Motion and to oppose any proposed privitisation.

Councillor J. Hannon strongly agreed with the Motion.
The motion was PASSED.
M17/0211
REMOVAL OF ELECTION POSTERS 


It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“Go gcinnteoidh gach ball den gComhairle seo go mbainfidh a bpáirtí polaitiúil gach postaer agus gach ábhar toghchánaíochta anuas i gceart ó na cuallí solais agus ó mhaoin eile na Comhairle agus nach bhfágfaidh aon rian den ábhar sin orthu; na ceanglóirí plaisteacha go háirithe, tar éis an olltoghcháin atá le teacht an mhí seo agus go n-úsáidfaidh sé/sí deimheas crann chun na críche sin”.   

“(That each member of this Council will ensure that their political party removes every poster and electioneering material from the lampposts and other Council property and that no trace of this material is left on them, especially the plastic binders, after the forthcoming election and that Garden Secateurs be used for such purposes.)”

REPORT:

“Cuileann mír 19(7) d’Acht um Thruailliú ó Bhruscar 1997 éileamh go 
mbeidh póstaer toghcháin togtha anuas taobh istigh de 7 lá taréis an toghchán. Tá 
iallach ar iarrthóirí póstaer, ábhar toghchanaíochta  agus uirlisi eile m.sh. 
ceangal plaisteach a bhaint ó aiteanna poiblí taobh istigh de 7 lá tar-éis an toghcháin. 
Muna bíonn póstaer, ábhar toghchanaíochta  agus uirlisi eile m.sh. ceangal plaisteach 
toghtha anuas taobh istigh den achar 7 lá sin, is feidir leis an Udarás Aitúil fineáil 
€150 a ghearradh ar gach póstaer.


(Section 19 (7) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 requires that election posters be taken 
down within 7 days of an election. Candidates are therefore obliged to remove all 
posters, electioneering material and associated appendages eg plastic tie from public 
areas within 7 days of the election. If Election posters, electioneering material and 
associated appendages eg plastic tie are not removed within the 7 day time period 
Local Authorities can issue fines of €150 per poster.)

Councillor Walsh urged all parties to ensure that all posters and binders be removed within the timeframe allowed and to ensure all posters etc., are disposed of in a proper manner. Councillor J. Hannon also urged the enactment of the bye-laws on those parties who do not adhere to the timeframes for removal of posters.  He also suggested that in future specific sites could be designated for the erection of election material.

The Motion was PASSED.
 M18/0211
HSA


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor C. King fell:
“That this Council invites the Chief Executive of the HSA (Health & Safety Authority) Martin O'Halloran to present a report to this Chamber on the impact of HSA regulations and Guidelines on this Council in relation to Road Maintenance and grass cutting etc and the interpretations of these regulations by the City and County Manager's Association.”
M19/0211
DOG FRIENDLY AREAS

In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor R. Dowds fell:
“This Council calls on the Manager to investigate whether New York has dog friendly areas in public parks; if so, how they operate, and whether we could use a similar system in our parks so as to avoid the problem of dog fouling.”
M20/0211
NAMA



In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor C. Keane fell:
“That this council discuss the result of the talks that have taken place with with NAMA and the County and City Managers Associations re the shortfall in development levies - taking into consideration that Councils issue the certificate of compliance which can only be issued when development contributions are paid to the satisfaction of the local authority. That the course of action to be taken on each development in the SDCC area be discussed and agreed with this council, this discussion to take place with the aid of an up to date report on outstanding development levies of circa 34m  broken down into (a) not developed (b) partially developed (c) completed developments ; as levies are only collectable on completed works, and to state the current economic value of outstanding levies.”
M21/0211
CONTROL OF HORSES 


It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:

“That this council recommends that the Manager, in accordance with section 3 of Control of Horses Act 1996, designates inspectors from the Dublin SPCA as 'Authorised Officers' as defined by the Act, for the purpose of supporting South Dublin County Council in meeting it's responsibilities under the Act and to allow the DSPCA to more effectively undertake it's duties in relation to horse welfare”.

REPORT:


“The possibility of authorisation of DSPCA staff under the Control of Horses Act has 
been discussed previously with the DSPCA and the Council has advised that it is 
something that could be considered. The DSCPA has not to date nominated any of 
their staff for authorisation.


It must be noted that the powers of authorised officers under the statutory powers 
available to local authorities tend to be strong and far reaching. In authorising any 
person to act on behalf of the local authority in the performance of any statutory 
powers the Manager must be satisfied that such authorisation is appropriate.  The 
Council is working with the other Dublin Authorities to ensure a unified approach to 
the full issue of control of horses and therefore is likely to move to a position of 
granting such authorisation subject to conditions which can be negotiated directly 
with the DSPCA.”
Councillor Lavelle pointed out the problems which occur in relation to public and animal health issues due to the number of horses throughout the county and the need for improved enforcement under the Control of Horses Act.  He stated that the D.S.P.C.A. have a lot of experience in animal welfare and have lobbied on a number of occasions to be authorised as inspectors under the Act which would give them statutory powers which would in turn benefit the council.


Councillor M. Duff supported the motion and stated that compulsory chipping of all horses would be an essential element to ensuring regulation as many horses are changing hands of very little money which is adding to the problem of control.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager & Director of Environmental Services, stated that the council would be very happy to work with the D.S.P.C.A., but she was not aware of any nominations having been made by the Society for authorisation as inspectors.  She also stated that the council and other agencies will be meeting with the Department of Agriculture soon in an effort to get a unified approach to horse control across Dublin.


The report was NOTED.
M22/0211
SNOW


In accordance with Standing Order 20 the following motion submitted by Councillor J. Lahart fell:
“That this Council considers the merits and legality of introducing bye laws requiring house occupiers to clear snow from driveways and footpaths in front of their homes to maintain the grass verges in front of their homes.”
M23/0211
GEOTHERMAL


In accordance with Standing Order 13 the following motion proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle was adjourned (for re-entry)  without discussion:
“That an update be given re Geothermal site at Greenogue Newcastle.”
M24/0211
LEAD SERVICE PIPES 



It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That the Manager will identify potential sources to provide assistance to householders who are in need of replacing lead service pipes at their homes. Further that the Manager will report on the extent of the problem where service pipes are not buried to the 45cm specification”.

REPORT:
“In the older parts of the County the service pipes between the public main and the house is often made from lead. These locations are largely known to the Council's Water Section from surveys that have been carried out and number approximately 4,000. Whilst financial resources do not permit a general replacement programme, the Water Section replaces the public portion of this service pipe at opportune times such as when the water main is being upgraded or replaced. Householders are notified in advance to facilitate the replacement of the private portion at this time also should the householder wish to take advantage of the opportunity which would reduce their costs.  The Council is not aware of the availability of any grants to facilitate this work but would recommend that householders avail of any opportunity to complete the work at reduced cost such as when carrying out renovations or building extensions to their homes.  House insurance may also cover lead service replacement. 

In late 2008 and 2009, the Water Section targeted some estates where it was known 
that there were lead services including  the Crannagh/Ballytore estates in 
Rathfarnham and replaced all the lead services. In December 2008, 30 lead services 
were replaced and during 2009, 235 lead services were replaced. Unfortunately,  due 
to reduced resources and the weather related water emergencies the lead 
replacement programme has slowed down considerably with 39 lead services being 
replaced in 2010. The Dublin Region Water Mains Rehabilitation Project  which has 
recently started in South Dublin County Council's administrative  area in Walkinstown 
will replace any lead services they come across. So far in St. Anthony’s Crescent and 
St. Malachy’s Drive all services with copper services which have been replaced. 


The list of frozen services which are probably not down the required 450 mm to 
specification has been compiled from queries/complaints received by Customer Care, 
Deansrath Depot switch and from the local inspector’s diary and from the number of 
houses that were supplied with 5 gallon containers of water to tie them over until the 
water returned when their services thawed. 220 properties have been identified with 
Rowlagh Estate in Clondalkin being particularly bad and will have the depth of their 
stopcocks checked to see if they are to the minimum specified depth. 


During the cold spell a number of services  were dug up and had their services and 
stopcocks lowered in the footpaths outside the houses. However, this did not mean 
the return of water to the house in all cases as the service in the front garden still 
remained frozen. South Dublin County Council Water Maintenance Section will from 
the compiled list lower all frozen service pipes and stopcocks in the footpaths outside 
these houses over the coming months if we feel the services are too shallow but this 
may not cure the problem in the future during very cold weather as the service in the 
front garden may freeze.


It is up to the houseowners to lower the services in their gardens/driveways to 
prevent this happening.”
Councillor Jones queried that if the Council had “signed off” on estates where it has now been identified that there is a problem with pipes not properly laid,  and where does the responsibility now lie.
Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager & Director of Environmental Services, informed the members that in many estates self certification (which was introduced some time ago) was the norm and consultants would have signed off on behalf of developers. It is only when problems arise that it comes to light that the certification was incorrect.  She also stated that there are a number of locations where the council is carrying out work and if suitable we notify and work with residents who require works carried out on pipes.
The Motion was PASSED.
M25/0211
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 



It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That this Council, noting that in other countries many Local and Regional Governments have put in place and are implementing Climate Change Adaptation Strategies, requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, urging the Minister to publish, at the earliest possible date, a National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, promised by Government in 2007, so that this Council, and neighbouring Local Authorities, can develop local and regional policies on Adaptation for inclusion in their overall Climate Change Policies”.

REPORT:
Architectural Services Department:-

“South Dublin County Council (SDCC), through the Environment SPC has prepared a climate change strategy for South Dublin.  This draft strategy has been prepared in association with CODEMA.

CO2, due to the amount released, is the greenhouse gas that has the strongest effect 
on climate change and the strategy focuses primarily on the reduction of CO2 gases.  
commonly in the form of fossil fuels, is strongly connected to climate change.  Due to 
the release of these gases the climate has already started to change and will 
continue to do so giving higher glove average temperatures, higher sea levels and 
changes in weather patterns leading to more extreme events with risk of 
extended periods of extensive flooding.


CO2 emissions in the County can be divided between five major sectors - residential, 
services, manufacturing, transport and agriculture.  There are also some emissions 
from the waste management sector.


The Climate Change Strategy for South Dublin County Council is in accordance with 
the National Climate Change Strategy and with other agencies and State 
Departments.  Close co-operation with all the local authorities in the Dublin Region is 
envisaged.  The strategy will cover the years 2009-2012 in the short-term, but also 
takes into account a medium-term view to 2020 and beyond.  Once each year the 
strategy will be reviewed and updated.


The Council is committed to a 30% Energy and Carbon Emissions reduction by 2020 
in line with EU directives.  The Council strategy commits to the preparation of a 
Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) in line with the protocols of the Covenant of  
Mayors.  South Dublin County Council will join the Covenant of Mayors group in 2011 
in line with the requests of the Elected members. A carbon base-line for the County 
as a whole will be completed in the coming months.  A further base-line for the 
carbon-footprint of the Council including its buildings, fleet and public lighting will be 
completed within a number of weeks.  Energy saving opportunities will be evaluated 
and actioned based on these base-line figures between now and 2020.”

Environmental Services Department:-

“Details of this motion, if passed, will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government.”
Councillor Tuffy stated that it was one of the great failures of the Green Party that they have not produced an adaptation policy which was promised in a White Paper in 2007. He urged that a letter be sent to the minister to draw attention to this fact.

The County Architect, Mr. E. Conroy stated that he would be happy to write to the minister on this matter. He also stressed that this type of adaptation strategy was very challenging and not straight forward to implement.
The Motion was PASSED.
Meeting concluded at 6.20pm.
Signed:______________________
Date:_______________________
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