COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th January 2011


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Crowe, S.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dowds, R.
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	Maloney, E.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Kearns, P.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, C. Henehan, J. Walsh

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Ni Dhomhnaill, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, P. Murphy, M. Fagan, E. O’Gorman

	County Architect 
	E. Conroy

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon

	Senior Planner
	N. O’ Byrne 

	Administrative Officer
	J. Browne

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor M. Duff and Councillor C. King.

CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

H1a)/0111
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 13th December 2010   which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
H1b)/0111 
Minutes of 2011 Budget Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 21th December 2010 - 
Councillor E. Coburn raised two queries on the draft minutes as follows:

· Councillor Coburn stated that she had raised a query at the budget meeting in relation to how the Local Government Fund and Commercial Rates were allocated across the Divisions and that Head of Finance Clodagh Henehan had clarified the position (that there was a typographical error in ancillary documentation for Table F which did not affect the calculation in the statutory tables).  Councillor Coburn stated this was not articulated in the draft budget meeting minutes as circulated.
·  The second query was in relation to reference in the minutes to an increase in Miscellaneous Costs in relation to the Homeless Three Year Programme which Councillor Coburn did not recall being articulated at the Budget Meeting.

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, Mr B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community, and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries Services responded that a report would be brought to the February Meeting in relation to both queries and confirmation and reaffirmation of Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting, 21st December 2010 which had been circulated, was DEFERRED.

REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2a)/0111

CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 1st DECEMBER 2010
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this 
grant, 
in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1991
	Balgaddy Working Together Group
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	12/11/10
	€1,000



It was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
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The report was NOTED it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 1st December 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2b)/0111 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 2nd DECEMBER 2010
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING  
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants


“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this 
grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	St. Thomas Senior School
	Contribution towards their annual book week.
	11/06/10
	€250



It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and 
RESOLVED:

            “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
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The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor D. Looney: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) – 2nd December 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0111 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 6th DECEMBER 2010
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/0111 
LUCAN  AREA COMMITTEE – 7th DECEMBER 2010
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2e)/0111
 
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 14th DECEMBER 2010
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS)
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this 
grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1987
	Ballyroan Youth & Community Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	26/10/10
	€30,000



Application for Arts Contribution

Applications for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, have 
been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these 
contributions, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the 
amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Templeogue Orchestral Performance Summer School
	Contribution towards an orchestral event.
	21/10/10
	€500

	Dublin Youth Orchestra
	Contribution towards presenting the symphony orchestra’s tour in Florida in 2011.
	22/11/10
	€800



It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart, and 
RESOLVED:


 “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE 
the grants and contributions as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
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The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee – 14th December 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3/0111
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0111
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES






It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0111
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13f, Questions numbered Q1 – Q4 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
 Q1/0111
PARKING FINES 


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to make a statement on County Council parking fines.

(a)  How much has been collected since they were introduced?

(b)  What is done with the money collected?


REPLY:

(a)     In 2010 up to the end of November 2010 receipts from fines amounted to 
€170,156.


(b)     The income from Pay and Display parking forms part of the overall Roads 
Department revenue and is primarily used to install, renew and maintain all the 
equipment required to run the system, and to meet the cost of an appropriate level 
of enforcement by the contractors employed for that purpose.
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 Q2/0111
HORSES 


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager what is being done to tackle the problem of loose, frequently starving horses, in our County?
REPLY:

Where the Council is aware that there are loose or abandoned horses in the public 
domain, the Council's Parks Department will round up the animals and bring them 
to the horse pound in Dunlavin.  Inspections are carried out to establish where the 
horses actually are where necessary.  In addition the Council is now part of a 
regional contract for horse roundups and pound services.

Bottom of Form

 Q3/0111
HOUSING UNITS 



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed breakdown of all housing units acquired by SDCC from private developers in each of 2009 & 2010 and likely to be acquired in 2011, to include details on the location of scheme, the developer and the price paid; and to ask the Manager to further confirm that no monies to acquire housing units have been paid to developers who have yet to pay outstanding development contributions?


REPLY:

The list hereunder detail all part V acquisitions in 2009 and 2010.   In regards 2011 
the Council is currently negotiating the completion of Part V arrangements in 
respect of a number of developments in the County in accordance with the 
legislative requirement.   Given current housing market conditions it is difficult to 
provide an estimate of when these developments  may be completed, the number 
 might be agreed. Part V agreements are contractual agreements that the Council is 
obliged to honour.


The Councils Development Contributions Schemes exempt units provided in 
accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
from a requirement to pay development contributions.


In addition it is also proposed to purchase one off 1 bed units in 2011 for homeless 
allocation and this will be funded by the DOELGH from a special fund.  The numbers 
and prices of these purchases has yet to be finalised


In respect of leasing schemes such as RAS and other recent schemes, there is 
liaison between the Planning and Housing Departments to ensure that 
developers/individuals who owe development contributions are not admitted to such 
schemes. In this regard already this year some developers have been refused 
admission to such schemes due to non-compliance with the relevant planning 
conditions.


The setting off of payments in respect of units to be purchased by the Council 
(against development contributions owing) in one particular case is also currently 
being examined.
	Social/Affordable units purchased into stock by SDCC under Part V arrangements

	
	
	
	

	Development name/location
	 Developer
	no. of homes acquired
	total value

	2009
	
	
	

	Cornerpark
	Opus Developments
	10
	€1,950,000.00

	Slade Castle
	GaryAron Homes
	34
	€7,650,000.00

	Stocking Lane
	Deane Homes
	40
	€10,241,020.00

	Weaver Court
	L.T construction
	8
	€1,182,000.00

	Newcastle Lyons
	Maplewood Homes
	31
	€7,072,000.00

	The Paddock's
	Maplewood Homes
	4
	€968,000.00

	Eaton Rathcoole
	Stanley's
	4
	€980,000.00

	2010
	
	
	

	Blackthorn Hill Close
	Durkan New Homes
	1
	€138,842.00

	St. Edmund's
	Glenkerrin Homes
	3
	€650,000.00

	Stocking Lane
	Deane Homes
	21
	€4,823,950.00

	Citywest Plaza
	Place Properties
	4
	€620,500.00

	College Drive, Terenure
	Jackie Green Construction Ltd
	23
	€5,236,920.00

	Millrace 
	William Neville & Sons Construction
	4
	€1,005,673.00
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 Q4/0111
WINDOW REPLACEMENT 



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the number of units to have full or partial window replacement works carried out in 2010, per electoral area, and to further advise on the number of units aimed to completed in 2011?

REPLY:

The total number of completions out of the 2010 budget will be 203 and listed 
below is the breakdown into electoral areas.  It should be noted that there were 
484 units at the start of the 2010 requiring replacement but 429 was added on 
during the year, which gives a total of 913 and after deducting the completions 203 
for this year there is still a balance of 710 requiring replacements.   The number of 
units to be completed in 2011 will depend on funding.
	Rathfarnham
	Tallaght South
	Tallaght Central
	Lucan
	Clondalkin
	Total

	12
	60
	23
	7
	77
	179 (completed)

	7
	4
	6
	2
	5
	24 (in progress)

	19
	64
	29
	9
	82
	203 
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DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
H6/0111
Castle Riada Avenue - Footpath Only
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 7th 
December, 2010.

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to 
consider the making of a declaration that the footpaths in the following estate,


Castle Riada Avenue, Lucan 


as set out in the Schedule attached, be public footpaths.


No objections were received. 


It is recommended that the footpaths be declared to be public.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its 
next meeting.”


It was proposed by Councillor D Keating, seconded by Councillor G O’Connell and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 
footpaths on Castle Riada Avenue, Lucan as set out in the above report to be 
public.” 

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That the footpaths referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared 
to be public footpaths.”
SCHEDULE FOR:  Castle Riada Avenue. Footpaths Only.
          


 LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan
	                         TOWNLAND:  Ballyowen.  
	
	            B.C. NO: 1261 / 2  
	

	      ELECTORAL DIVISION: Lucan
	
	      DATE: September 2010
	


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Castle Riada Avenue. Footpath ‘A’.
	
	92m
	Footpath only.

From its junction with footpath of Griffeen Way at house no. 1, southeastward, southward and southeastward to a point at the gable end of house no. 8.

	Castle Riada Avenue. Footpath ‘B’.
	
	171m
	Footpath only.

From a point adjacent to house no. 19, northwestward, southwestward, southeastward, and northeastward to a point at the gable end of house no. 30

	Castle Riada Avenue. Footpath ‘C’.
	
	145m
	Footpath only.

From a point adjacent to house no. 49, southwestward, southeastward, northward to a point at the front of house no. 58.

	Castle Riada Avenue. Footpath ‘D’.
	
	69m
	Footpath only.

From a point adjacent to house no. 90, northwestward, southwestward, southward  southwestward and southeastward to a point adjacent to house no. 91.

	Castle Riada Avenue. Footpath ‘E’.
	
	99m
	Footpath only.

From its junction with footpath of Griffeen Way at house no. 116, southeastward, southward, southeastward, southward and southwestward to a point at the front of house no. 109 


            Total Length of Footpath for TIC:  576m”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That the footpaths referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public footpaths.” 


PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H7a)/0111  Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0111
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FREEHOLD INTEREST IN PLOT OF LAND AT THE REAR OF   RAHEEN COTTAGE, NANGOR ROAD, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MR. NIALL NOLAN
Director of Services Mr. J. Walsh advised that at the request of the members, this item was being DEFERRED to a later meeting.
 H8/0111
NEILSTOWN BOXING CLUB - APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF MINISTER FOR TOURISM, CULTURE & SPORT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
 “The Council recently completed an extension to Neilstown Community Centre to accommodate Neilstown Boxing Club.

The Council has been approved by the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport the sum of €350,000 from the 2007 Sports Capital Programme, towards the cost of the above works. 

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council, as registered owner of the property, to enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport to ensure the continued use of the facility for community and sporting purposes for a specified period of fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies.

 In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed 
thereon.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

 “That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €350,000, to continue the use of the facility at Neilstown Boxing Club, Neilstown Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 (property as shown outlined in red on attached O.S. Sheet No. 3261-19 and floor plan) for community and sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds: 
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €350,000, to continue the use of the facility at Neilstown Boxing Club, Neilstown Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 (property as shown outlined in red on attached O.S. Sheet No. 3261-19 and floor plan) for community and sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.  
Councillor R. Dowds referred to difficulties previously experienced by groups in gaining access to another facility within the county and sought confirmation that there would be no adverse issues with access to this community facility, which will be widely used.

H9/0111
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING PROGRAMME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“Following representations from the Elected Members regarding the operation of a 
Christmas Tree Recycling Programme for the county the situation has now been 
reviewed and it has been decided to run a programme on this occasion.  However,  
the diversion of resources to Christmas tree recycling will impact negatively on other 
work programmes within the Parks Department, specifically the Tree Planting and 
Maintenance Programme.


It should be noted that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees 
and would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and 
enable the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is 
the week commencing 10th January. The cost of operating this programme will be 
reviewed in terms of any future programme.


Details of the Council's Christmas Tree Recycling Programme has been placed on 
the Council's website and notice of the programme will also appear in local media 
on the 5th January 2011.


The following is the schedule of locations where Christmas Trees can be recycled:- 


LUCAN

Beechpark open space, Sarsfield Park open space, Hayden's Lane Car Park in 
Griffeen Valley 


PALMERSTON

Glenaulin Park

CLONDALKIN

Corkagh Park (St. John's Road entrance car-park), Corkagh Park (Green Isle car-
park at Caravan Park entrance), Collinstown Park, Quarryvale Park, Foxdene open 
space, Foxborough Park open space, Grand Canal Park (junstion Bawnogue and 
Lockview Rd.)


SAGGART

Park's Depot on Mill Lane


TALLAGHT

Raheen Open Space (Opposite Raheen Shopping Centre), Sean Walsh Park - 
Storage area (behind Old Bawn Community School) near Parks Depot off 
Whitestown Way.


GREENHILLS

Tymon Park - Limekiln car park, Tymon Park - Tymon North Road car park


TEMPLEOGUE

Tymon Park - Willington Car Park


OLD BAWN

Aylesbury open space (beside shopping centre)


FIRHOUSE

Car park at Cherryfield (off the link road between Firhouse Road and Spawell 
Roundabout).


RATHFARNHAM

Rathfarnham Castle Park - car park


Trees can be left at the above locations from Thursday 6th January to Saturday 
15th of January 2011. The trees will be shredded for recycling.”
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The Mayor Councillor E. Maloney determined that Motions 9 & 14 of the same subject matter be taken in conjunction with this item:
M9/0111     CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

Councillor E. Walsh 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that:
“Go ndeánfaidh An Chomhairle a chinntiú seo go mbeidh Bailiúchán Chrainn Bairr Thobair ar leith i mbliana.

(That this Council will ensure that there will be a specific Christmas Tree 
Collection this year.)”
REPORT:

“I ndiaidh teagmhálacha ó na Comhaltaí Tofa maidir leis an gcur i bhfeidhm Chlár 
Athchúrsála de Bhailiúchán Chrainn Nollag sa chontae, tá athbhreithniú déanta ar an 
gceist seo agus tá sé beartaithe clár a thosú i mí Eanáir 2011. Cuirfidh an tógáil 
acmhainní seo isteach, áfach, ar oibreacha eile atá ar bun cheanna laistigh de 
Rannóg na bPáirceanna agus ar Chlár Chur Crann agus Cothabhála go sonrach.


Caithfear a thabhairt faoi dearadh go bhfuil an araid donn go maith le 
haghaidh na diúscartha chrainn Nollag agus chuirfeadh sé seo stop ar an ngá do 
chónaitheoirí na crainn a bheir chuig aon áit eile agus chuirfeadh sé ar chumas 
chónaitheoirí na crainn a dhiúscairt go topaidh óir go mbeidh an chéad bhailiúchán 
araidí donn sa bhliain 2011 i rith na seachtaine atá ag tosú leis an 10 Eanáir.


Beidh tuilleadh eolais maidir le Clár Athchúrsála de Bhailiúchán Chrainn Nollag ar fáil 
sa mheán áitiúil ar an 5 Eanáir 2011.


(Bhí an Clár Athchúrsála de Bhailiúchán Chrainn Nollag mar ábhar fhreagra faoi Mhír 
Uimhir 
25426 maidir le Cruinniú Samhna den Chomhairle Contae.)


http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=30162

(Following representations from the Elected Members regarding the operation of a 
Christmas Tree Recycling Programme for the county, the situation has now been 
reviewed and it has been decided to run a programme in January 2011. 
However, the diversion of resources to Christmas tree recycling will impact 
negatively on other work programmes within the Parks Department, specifically 
the Tree Planting and Maintenance Programme.


It should be noted that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees 
and would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location 
and enable the speedy 
disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 
2011 is the week commencing 10th January.


Notice of the Councils Christmas Tree Recycling Programme will appear in local 
media on the 5th January 2011.


(The Christmas Tree Recycling Programme was subject of reply under Item No. 
25426 to the November Meeting of the County Council).)”
Bottom of Form

M14/0111
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council confirms that it will provide a Christmas tree recycle facility to all residents in South Dublin on the same basis as last year.”

REPORT:

“Following representations from the Elected Members regarding the operation of a 
Christmas Tree Recycling Programme for the county the situation has now been 
reviewed and it has been decided to run a programme on this occasion.  However,  
the diversion of resources to Christmas tree recycling will impact negatively on other 
work programmes within the Parks Department, specifically the Tree Planting and 
Maintenance Programme.


It should be noted that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees 
and would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and 
enable the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is 
the week commencing 10th January. The cost of operating this programme will be 
reviewed in terms of any future programme.


Notice of the Councils Christmas Tree Recycling Programme will appear in local 
media on the 5th January 2011.


The following is a schedule of locations for Christmas Tree Recycling - 


LUCAN


Beechpark open space, Sarsfield Park open space, Hayden's Lane Car Park in 
Griffeen Valley (to replace the Green Waste Facility at Esker)


PALMERSTON


Glenaulin Park

CLONDALKIN


Corkagh Park (St. John's Road entrance car-park), Corkagh Park (Green Isle car-
park at Caravan Park entrance), Collinstown Park, Quarryvale Park, Foxdene open 
space, Foxborough Park open space, Grand Canal Park (junstion Bawnogue and 
Lockview Rd.)

SAGGART


Park's Depot on Mill Lane

TALLAGHT


Raheen Open Space (Opposite Raheen Shopping Centre), Sean Walsh Park - 
Storage area (behind Old Bawn Community School) near Parks Depot off 
Whitestown Way.

GREENHILLS


Tymon Park - Limekiln car park, Tymon Park - Tymon North Road car park

TEMPLEOGUE


Tymon Park - Willington Car Park

OLD BAWN


Aylesbury open space (beside shopping centre)

FIRHOUSE


Car park at Cherryfield (off the link road between Firhouse Road and Spawell 
Roundabout).

RATHFARNHAM


Rathfarnham Castle Park - car park


Trees can be left at the above locations from Thursday 6th January to Saturday 
15th of January 2011. The trees will be shredded for recycling.”
Councillors P. Kearns and C. Brophy thanked the Parks Department for the relocation of the proposed collection site at Orwell Park Green to an alternative more suitable location, while Councillor P. Cosgrave condemned a recent burning incident at Firhouse.
The reports were NOTED.

H10/0111
PRESENTATION ON ANNUAL REPORT ON THE DUBLIN MOUNTAIN PARTNERSHIP

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
Presentation on Annual Report on the Dublin Mountain Partnership 
Mr F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, introduced Ms Karen Woods, Recreation Manager with the Dublin Mountain Partnership and Mr Bill Murphy from Coillte who is Chairman of the Dublin Mountain Partnership, who delivered a presentation on the the Annual Report.
Following the presentation Councillors Dowds, Walsh, Tuffy, Hannon, Ridge, Keane, O’Connell , Coburn and Maloney all spoke about the positive attitude and enormous work being done through this project in promoting the Dublin Mountains as a place for recreation and as a tourist attraction within the County.  The following questions were also posed by the Members:
· What was being done to promote this facility among local communities, schools and tourists

· How stakeholders were involved and volunteers recruited
· How would access to the trails and amenities be achieved 

· If there were any specific proposals in relation to Friarstown 
· Necessity to expedite trails for scrambler bikes

· Need for car parks to be manned and open at times appropriate to visitors

· Need for link bus to take in more routes

· Would there be bridle paths for horse riders
· Orienteering projects

Ms Woods and Mr. Murray responded to all Members’ queries stating that the project had been highlighted on RTE programmes and that further promotion would be done with the assistance of Fáilte Ireland (who recognized the need for this recreation facility for both citizens and tourists).  Stakeholders had become involved when a study had been conducted by consultants, and workshops were run highlighting the need for the facility. Volunteers were recruited through the DMP website and national newspaper advertisements.

Members noted that there are no plans at the moment for Friarstown but any proposals in relation to the DMP would be in line with the County Development Plan.

Ms Woods stated that it was hoped to complete the scrambler bike project later in the year, and that the subject of bridle paths had been explored but there were problems such as access for horseboxes etc., which need to be addressed.  
It was also hoped that with the assistance of the Department of Education it would be possible to make contact with all schools in the area to promote such activities as orienteering and asked for the Council’s assistance, if possible, with provision of the list of schools in the area.

The Mayor acknowledged that this project had evolved over a long period of time and thanked Council staff, in particular Mr. Neil O’Byrne and Mr. Michael Hannon, who had been very involved in the planning and promotion of the project.
Ms Woods extended an invitation to all Members to travel to the mountains to see work done and hoped that an organized tour of the facilities could be arranged at a later date.
The report was NOTED.

H11/011
REPORT TO CORPORATE POLICY GROUP ON ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“Report from Roads Section on Adverse Weather Conditions From 24th October 2010 to 31st December 2010

Arising from experiences gained during the prolonged period of adverse weather in 
2009/2010, a programme to manage Winter Maintenance was agreed for the 
2010/2011 season which included the following actions, staff resources and plant:

· South Dublin County Council would operate a fleet of 8 Gritters and would have a 
compliment of 8 Gritting Ploughs.

· A schedule of gritting routes across the County was agreed and these were 
presented and agreed by the Area Committees in advance of the gritting season.

· The schedule covers approximately 350 km of road and these are prioritised as 
categories 1, 2 and 3 to be operated in extreme conditions and in emergency 
situations.

· The salt barn at Ballymount, which has a capacity of 750 ton, would continue to be 
the base for the gritting operations and this would be shared when the new 
additional barn off the N4 was completed.

· Salt would be procured by a National Tender under the control of the NRA who 
would distribute to Local Authorities depending on usage and demand.

· The spread application would be in accordance with NRA Winter Services Manual 
Rev D1 of October 2010. 

· Co-ordination of footpath clearing by available staff would be a key response again 
in the 2010/2011 season.

· Members of South Dublin County Council and Members of the Oireachtas would be 
kept informed of the current situation on an ongoing basis during periods of adverse 
weather.

· The public and business community would be kept advised of the ongoing situation 
using the Council’s Website, Customer Care Team, Twitter, Facebook, E-Mail, SMS 
text and regular press releases.


The 2010/2011 gritting season commenced with the first call out on 


24th October 2010 and from this date to 31st December 2010 the response of the 
Council to the adverse weather was as follows:

· 
The gritting crews were all out on 92 occasions.

· during the protracted period of adverse weather (25th November 2010 to 31st December 2010) gritting crews were called out 82 times and in this period gritting was being carried out daily, almost on a 24 hour basis.

· 
The Council spread over 3,000 tonnes of salt on the scheduled routes.

· 
A further 1,800 tonnes of grit was also applied.

· 
All Council appropriate plant, supplemented by additional hired plant (JCBs, mini 
diggers, tractor shovels), were assigned to the clearing of non scheduled roads. 

· 
Approximately 150 – 200 staff were deployed daily (total of 15,000 man hours) 
during continuous adverse period to clear footpaths – giving priority to Schools, 
Hospitals, Churches and Community buildings. 


The total cost of the Council’s response to this period is estimated to be €700,000 
and when added to the expenditure incurred from January 2010 to March 2010 the 
total cost of dealing with the Winter Maintenance Programme for 2010 is 
approximately €1.3 million.  

Report from Environmental Services


Waste Management Service


The severe weather conditions resulting in poor road conditions particularly in 
housing estates affected the waste collection service performance in December 
2010. The green, black and brown bin collections were hampered by the situation 
and in the case of the brown bin, the material froze in the bins.


The uncertainty of the conditions made it difficult to plan for additional collections 
as without a considerable improvement in the conditions no such collection would 
be possible to implement.


Issues addressed

1. Brown bin – material freezing in the bin.


This was a new issue for the council as it was the first time organic waste was held 
separately.  It was also the first indication of the very cold weather affecting the bin 
collections.  Where customers had less than 5kg of waste emptied from their bins 
the Council is making refunds and accounts are at present being credited.   

2. Brown/ Black Bin collections affected.


Road conditions hampered collections throughout the month of December.  Road 
conditions made driving hazardous, increased volumes of cars were parked in 
estates and the footpath conditions also hampered the collection.  Assessments of 
ability to enter had to be made on a case-by-case basis.  Conditions were, at times, 
changing from hour to hour.

Mid December


Disruption was experienced in some areas in the week of 6th December.  Backlog 
collections were arranged each day with an additional collection on Saturday 11th 
December. These collections were to overcome the disruption.   A black bin 
collection was arranged for customers in the afternoons throughout week 
commencing 13th December – a brown bin collection week. 


End December


Disruption occurred again on the week of 20th December.  Collections of both brown 
and black bins were arranged Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (December 29 to 
31), both bins were collected together and special arrangements made so that the 
waste from these collections went directly to landfill. 


Even though weather conditions changed from Sunday December 26th the road and 
footpath conditions in many estates continued to pose problems during the early 
part of the week.  As a result it was necessary to continue to run spare trucks 
through the entire week collecting from areas that were missed on their normal 
schedule due to the poor conditions.  


Taking the second sever weather incident and an analysis of collection data on 
week commencing the 20th December shows presentation rates reducing 
significantly from Wednesday 22nd December and low tonnages collected.


For comparison purposes the average presentation on a black bin week averages 
50% (or 7500 lifts per day), while on a brown bin week averages 20% (or 3000 lifts 
per day).

	Date
	Collection type
	Number of lifts
	Presentation rate
	Tonnage collected

	
	
	
	
	

	20/12
	Black bin
	9,731
	65 %
	283 tonnes

	21/12
	Black bin
	6,929
	46 %
	194

	22/12
	Black bin
	1,590
	11 %
	46

	23/12
	Black bin
	3,411
	23 %
	86

	24/12
	Black bin
	2,018
	14 %
	56

	
	
	
	
	

	27/12
	Brown bin
	407
	3 %
	10 tonnes

	28/12
	Brown
	1,957
	13 %
	46

	29/12
	Brown & Black
	9,243
	31 %  **
	306

	 30/12
	Brown & Black
	9,748
	33 %  **
	300

	31/12
	Brown & Black
	8,651
	29 %  **
	262

	
	
	
	
	

	3/1
	Black bin
	5,415
	36 %
	162 tonnes



** Note – Presentation rates shown on December 29, 30 & 31 are calculated on the 
basis of both bins being acceptable for presentation on these 3 days and therefore 
the calculation is on the basis of total possible presentation.


Cost of extra collections:


The total additional cost of labour to provide additional collections is approximately 
€68,000 including bank holiday collections. €18,000 relates to the extra collection 
caused by weather conditions.

3. Green Bin collections affected:


The road conditions also affected green bin collections.


Additional collections were arranged and it was agreed that additional waste may 
be placed beside the green bin provided it is neatly and securely tied up to and 
including Monday 17th January.  The green bin contract contains clauses to deal 
with missed collections and the full range of problems will be dealt with in this 
context.


Communications


Information was made available to householders as facts emerged. The website and 
social media were used to provide the most up to date information throughout this 
period. In addition customers who had provided mobile contact details were 
contacted by sms when there were changes to the service.  The conditions were 
such that the best means of communication was as near to the event as possible.  
The text service provided excellent up-to-the-minute information to customers with 
105,274 texts issuing in December compared with 3,663 in the same period in 2009.


Water Services


Regional and South Dublin water demand began to increase significantly from the 
end November 2010 as the changes in weather and temperature began to take 
their toll.
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In order to maintain water storage levels to feed supply, on the 1st Dec, South 
Dublin County Council reduced water pressures throughout the County during the 
day and to a greater extent at night.  While this action had some impact it did not 
reduce demand in South Dublin sufficiently (5th Dec -74.8ML, 6th Dec 75.4ML) and 
also led to customer raising issues of very low pressure in the day time period.  
Therefore on 7th Dec it was agreed to revise the strategy to give full water supply 
pressure during the day and to restrict water levels at night.  This regime continued 
during the freezing conditions until 26th Dec.  
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The ground temperature variation from Christmas Day to St Stephens day was 
approx 20 degrees from -17.1 deg C (25th Dec) to + 2.7 deg C (26th Dec) as 
recorded at the Casement Aerodrome.  When there are sudden changes in 
temperature the movement in the earth alone can cause pipes to burst.  This 
resulted in water demand increasing to 120% of normal daily demand in South 
Dublin rising to 85,600ML.  On 27th Dec the water levels at the Belgard reservoir 
were critically low and a decision was taken to turn off water supply in the 
Lucan/Clondalkin area.  It was agreed that South Dublin along with the wider Dublin 
region would have to impose widespread restrictions in order to manage the limits 
of production, storage and demand.  South Dublin initiated countywide water shut 
offs from 7pm to 7am each night.  On the first day 27th Dec, all areas that could be 
shut off were shut at 7pm, and Lucan which had been off since 11am was turned 
on from 7pm until midnight. The county-wide shut-off however is easier to follow 
for customers and removes ambiguity.  This regime has been in place since with the 
exception of New Year’s Eve to allow for the traditional celebrations.  Customers 
were helpful in not storing water unnecessarily and usage levels began to stabilize 
enabling the gradual build-up of storage.  


The rise in demand was cause by a number of reasons including:-

 
1. Thaw causing frozen services and internal domestic and commercial plumbing to 
burst 


2. Significant temperature change resulting in ground movement and water mains 
breaking.  The Water Section repaired 41 burst mains in December 2010 which is 
the highest number in the past 4 years. Attached is a summary of burst mains from 
2007 to 2010. 


3. Frozen water mains and fittings thawing and bursting.  This occurred on mains 
that are not buried, e.g. mains strapped to bridges. 


4. Wastage due to some customers leaving taps running
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The burst history illustrates the large volume of natural bursts which took place on 
the public mains.   Third party bursts are those which are caused to the main. 


In addition there were a substantial number of individuals who had issues with their 
own supply.  The drawing below indicates where the responsibility of the local 
authority lies.  While the Council crews did provide assistance in some instances and 
answered a number of calls to verify the position ultimately both domestic and non-
domestic customers are responsible for their own connections to the mains.  There 
can be a number of reasons why such bursts happen including the depth to which 
the services are buried below ground resulting in them being more exposed to the 
freezing temperatures.  Reductions in pressure to conserve water did in some 
instances affect apartment dwellers and the absence of adequate internal pumping 
within the developments hindered their supply 

[image: image4.emf]

Business Sector


The Business sector use approximately 20% of water produced in the County 

All premises are required to have 24 hour storage available to them which is 
adequate to meet their needs.  Some non-domestic customers will now need to 
review their individual requirements and reassess their storage needs with a view to 
ensuring they have this storage on hand as well as exploring conservation measures 
to maximise their storage.  Section 12.3 of the Agreement and Conditions for Supply 
of Water states that the “consumer shall provide sufficient water based on 
anticipated maximum water consumption to the satisfaction of the relevant County 
Council Engineer.”  The recent conditions demonstrate that this condition is not 
being adhered to and the Council will now engage in an audit of non-domestic 
customers using meter readings against the on-site storage to assess the situation 
and to ensure that consumers bring their storage capacity to their own required 
levels.

Dublin Regional Water Conservation Programme 


The updated Generále Des Eau Report 2000 recommended a reduction of 
distribution losses to 20% by 2007 and 16% by 2016.  


SDCC is working progressively towards the 2016 Distribution Losses (DL) target.  


The final audit of all corrected 2009 demands indicates that our 2009 DL: averaged 
21.91% 


Using this as our starting point for 2010, the average target DL for 2010 is 21.07%.  


Subject to end of year results this target will reduce annually by 0.845%.  South 
Dublin has the lowest leakage in the region.

Report from Housing Department

	Emergency Callouts from 23rd December to 3rd January
	
	
	
	
	

	Heating
	Burst Pipes
	Air Locks
	Electrics
	Alarm Actv.
	Vandalism
	Leaks
	No Water
	Misc
	Total

	Tallaght
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	10
	3
	2
	1
	3
	
	
	1
	26

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rathfarnham
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clondalkin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	11
	5
	2
	
	
	2
	
	
	46

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lucan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	7
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	15

	Overall T
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	89

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Report from Corporate Services & IT Services


Communications Update 


During the adverse weather conditions and the water disruptions which followed 
during the period 26th November 2010 to the 4th January 2011.The Council used all 
our media outlets including the Web, Facebook and Twitter on an ongoing basis 
(including weekends and the holiday period) to keep the Public and Elected 
Members updated with the latest news and projections. The Council received some 
very positive responses from the public in relation to the timeliness and quality of 
information that was made available to them over this period. In addition the 
Council monitored customer queries throughout the weekend/holiday period and 
appropriate staff were in place to deal with situations as they arose. In order to deal 
with the number of queries in relation to water supply restrictions/disruptions 
over the holiday period additional staff from the Customer Care Unit and the IT 
Department were deployed over the holiday period, especially on the 30th and 31st 
December to deal with web queries and take calls on the Council’s landline 01-
4149000. In addition to the Council’s emergency number 01-4574907 was available 
24/7 over the Christmas/ New Year period. 

Customer Contact system





   
       Dec 2010

           Dec 2009


Phone calls



26,701


    20,751


Web based queries


  1,745


        747


Customers at Counter

  
  2,243

                 2,640


The figures show a large increase in customer contact activity both on the   phones 
and through the web in comparison to figures for December 2009. 

Members update


The Mayor and elected members were updated by email on a daily basis or as 
relevant information was available. 


SDCC Website


South Dublin County Council’s updates and information on the adverse weather 
conditions and water supply restrictions were placed on the front page of the 
website www.sdcc.ie on an ongoing basis in November and December 2010 and 
January 2011 (including regular updates over the holiday period).


Web Views:

26th November 2010 to 4th January2011
  


Page views: 1,423,201

User sessions: 335,294

Unique users: 165,288


Page Views: Month of December, 2010 
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Social Media 


Twitter - December 2010

Elected Members and the Public were also able to follow South Dublin County 
Council on our Twitter Account www.twitter.com/sdublincoco. The number of 
followers on Twitter increased from 378 to 1009 over this period. On average the 
council posted 20.4 tweets per day, totalling 635 tweets for the month of December 
2010.
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Tweet Density: Times of the Day.  Coverage from 7am - 12midnight
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Tweet distribution over days of the week
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Facebook – December 2010


The Council also created a Facebook Page to keep the Public/Elected Members 
informed when the adverse weather conditions first commenced over the week-end 
of the 26th /27th November 2010. www.facebook.com/SouthDublinCountyCouncil 
now has over 550 followers and 593 comments have been created on SDCC 
Facebook page since its creation.


Facebook Impressions:
 


Facebook Stream Impressions - 244,269

Unique Logged in FB Users - 1,968

Page views from Logged in FB Users - 6002

Comments created on SDCC FB Page - 593
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Media Queries


Press releases  and updates to website were circulated to the media on a daily 
basis. 
Over 50 queries and interviews were dealt with regarding the Council’s 
response to weather conditions and water supply information. In addition the 
national and local media were also following SDCC on Twitter and Facebook and 
relaying this information to the public through their media channels. 


National Task Force and Inter – Agency Meetings


Throughout the adverse weather period South Dublin County Council gave daily and 
sometimes hourly updates to the National Task Force that was set up to co-ordinate 
responses nationally. These meetings were attended by the Ministers and officials 
for Transport, Defence and Environment, Met Eireann, Michael Phillips Dublin City 
Engineer and John Tierney (on behalf of the Dublin LA’s), the NRA, the HSE, the 
HSA, Bus Eireann, Dublin Bus, LUAS, Irish Rail and the CCMA.”



Roads

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads presented his report in relation to Roads and highlighted the following points:

· Spread rates for grit was decided on priority and severity basis

· Gritters out on 92 occasions a 24/7 operation

· NRA tender for salt supply

· Problems encountered in relation to footpath clearing and need to involve businesses and community in clearing their own spaces

· Cost during 2010 amounted to €1.3m (incl Early 2010 season)
· Need to upgrade/replace/refit equipment to cope with snow levels
Environment
Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager & Director of Environmental Services, presented her report in relation to Water, Drainage and Waste and highlighted the following points:

Waste
· Difficulties encountered by some crews in accessing certain routes 
· Need for situation to be assessed on a day to day basis prior to prioritizing routes

· Issues with materials in brown bins freezing and hampering emptying of bin – refunds where appropriate will be issued

Water and Drainage
· Reduced level in reservoirs 
· Burst services which occur during thaw

· Need to reduce pressure/or cut off supply at certain hours

· Where responsibility lies with Council and that of the householder

· Ability of Council to communicate problems and shut downs by means of text messaging due to large database of mobile numbers which has been collected

Housing
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community presented his report and highlighted the following issues:
· Largest problem heating breakdowns due to excessive use putting pressure on systems – in excess of 400 calls received and all dealt with within 24 hours of call 
· Council did have storage and mobile heating systems as a backup where required in extreme situations
· Focus was on sheltered complexes housing elderly to ensure snow cleared, essential supplies provided etc.
Corporate Services
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources & Libraries Services presented her report and highlighted the following issues:

· Council  endeavored to make full use of all media available to inform residents on a daily/hourly basis of situation in relation to all services

· Calls were up eight thousand on the previous spell of adverse weather and totaled 26,700 together with 2,500 visitors to the customer care counter

· There were 1.4m views on the webpage and 100,000 texts were sent regarding Waste services

· Full use was made of social networks such as Twitter and Facebook and followers have increased from 300 to 1,000 during the event
Following the presentations the Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, commented on the adverse weather which had recently been experienced which was the worst in the history of records. While the bill of €1.3m was not welcomed he praised the commitment of all staff involved and especially to those who worked over the Christmas (and New Year where applicable) period.  The Mayor also queried what funding was available to the Council from central Government.
Councillors Keating, Lavelle, O’Connell, Walsh, Kearns, Lahart, Ridge, Looney, Coburn, Keane, Crowe and Kenny all joined the Mayor in expressing their gratitude for the flow of information which they received during the period of extended bad weather and also their thanks to all the staff, particularly those at the frontline for their commitment to their duty during a very difficult time for all residents.

The Members went on to query a number of points in the Reports and request clarification on some issues:

· Clarification on areas of responsibility ( Council v householders) in relation to service pipes when there is a burst on the system

· Explore possibility of relaying some services which are not deep enough and cause the pipe to freeze during extreme cold
· Council to commence campaign to encourage residents to register mobile numbers to aid communications on an individual household basis when required

· Clarify additional costs set out in report for Waste collections

· Re examining how and what priority is given to gritting schedule
· How the situation in regard to water cut off/shortages was received by the business community

· Council to investigate why crews were unable to access certain roads when other delivery trucks, such as oil were in a position to make deliveries on the same routes

· Possibility of hand carts and extra cleansing to deal with the issue of fly tipping which followed the adverse weather conditions

· Possibility of providing salt silos in areas which could be accessed by Residents Associations and communities to grit their own areas voluntarily

· Possibility of residents associations hiring their own machinery and clearing routes within estates themselves.  Council to clarify position in relation to public liability.
· Possibility of providing water tankers during times of water shut downs
Ms P. Poole responded that there was a regional contract with Greyhound in relation to collection of green bins and the problems encountered would be discussed at the next monthly meeting.  The contract operates on a “no lift no payment” arrangement. The issue of lack of information to residents will also be raised.

She agreed that the black bin collection had experienced an uneven performance and this would be reviewed as some crews had stayed out and lifted virtually every bin on their route while others had not.  She did point out that there were varying conditions with other providers – early morning conditions, different trucks, different routes etc. She clarified that the €50,000 figure in the report related to the additional payments for the Bank Holiday collections and the €18,000 was due to double collections where crews went back in the afternoon to try and clear the backlog caused by the first weather issue.

The use of the new credit system which enabled over 100,000 texts to be sent to customers enabled timely and up to the minute communication when the situation was changing from day to day, and indeed hour to hour, and this was by far the most effective means of updating,

The fly tipping and litter issue was exacerbated by cleansing crews being involved in scraping snow from footpaths.  This gave rise to the importance of use of CCTV in the future, and also highlighted the importance of work carried out by this crew but ultimately, this illegal activity is one which must be addressed by everyone – citizens and council alike.
Ms Poole stated that the Water Services staff had done a tremendous job working all over the severe weather incident and including the entire Christmas period to minimize the impact on people and providing assistance (even where it was the direct responsibility of householders).  Again the communication with customers had been throughout the period including the Christmas period and even Christmas day itself.
The issue of private services in homes was due to depth of services, the extent of which is unknown.   The Council did provide water containers in extreme situations however the provision of water tankers was considered unnecessary as the problem was isolated to individual houses in all but one instance.    Ms Poole stated that unlike in other administrative areas where there were major bursts the most sustainable temporary solution for individuals was a reliance on neighbours, and that hopefully we will never need tankers in this county.
Ms Poole confirmed that the County is still 12 years away from a new water supply into the region and until then residents must be vigilant in water conservation.  A campaign focusing on water conservation and householders responsibilities will run during the summer to highlight the need for good water management.   She also stated that the Council will issue guidelines which will make the householder aware of where their responsibility lies in relation to repairs on burst services.  She also highlighted the need for businesses to be reminded that under their agreement for water supply from the Council they must provide adequate storage facility for 24 hours.   It has come to light that many businesses do not comply with this requirement.

Mr. J. Walsh responded to the queries on roads issues and stated that the lack of salt and grit was not an issue for the Council on this occasion: supplies in November in the salt barn were low but sufficient supplies had been sourced and no gritters had to be stepped down.  He also stated that as there are 500 kilometers of footpaths and 1,000 kilometers of roads in the County it is not practical to cover all roads and footpaths.  He agreed to review the current priority routes.
In relation to residents associations hiring and using equipment, Mr. Walsh  stressed the importance of those associations ensuring that they had adequate public liability insurance and all necessary Health and Safety requirements must be met.

In relation to the Council’s own fleet it was currently looking at the possible use of current grass cutters, tractors and mini diggers, by procuring equipment which could be attached quite easily to convert them into machines for clearing footpaths etc.

Mr. Walsh also confirmed that the Finance Officer had applied for additional funding following the January/February freeze and €540,000 had been allocated to South Dublin County Council.

The Manager, Mr J. Horan, concluded by informing Members that over the Christmas period there had been 250 interactions between the Management Team, all of which had been viewed by him.  He stated that lessons had been learned from the previous bout of adverse weather in January/February 2010 and advised that any Members who felt that the information they had to hand was insufficient should make contact by email with the Management Team for clarification or updates.  
On the issue of businesses operating on domestic storage levels Mr. Horan  stressed that businesses must take responsibility for their supplies and this issue will be addressed with the Chamber of Commerce.

The report was NOTED.

 H12/0111 
REPORT TO CORPORATE POLICY GROUP ON THE COUNCIL’S STRATEGIC SUPPORT TOWARDS BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND BUSINESS SURVIVAL

THIS HEADED ITEM WAS NOT REACHED 

CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial
Co1/0111
Letter, dated 22nd December 2010, from Minister for Transport regarding 
motion passed in relation to Nine-year Rule.

Other

Co2/0111
Letter, dated 13th December 2010, from Coillte regarding District Strategic Plans.

Co3/0111
Letter, by email dated 14/12/10, from Edenderry Town Council regarding Postal Service.

 Co4/0111
Letter, by email dated 15/12/10, from Macroom Town Council in 
relation to 
NPPR charges.

 Co5/0111
Letter, dated 20th December 2010, from Taxi Regulator regarding two motions passed in relation to nine-year rule.
The above letters were NOTED.

EM/0111
Emergency Motion:

An emergency Motion as follows was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and was put to the floor by the Mayor in accordance with Standing Order 15.5:
“That South Dublin County Council calls on the National Transport Authority to refuse the proposed imminent request by Dublin Bus for a fares increase given the very serious unresolved service disimprovements experienced by many commuters across our county as a result of some of the recent ‘Network Direct’ changes; and the absence of any transparent and verifiable process for the assessment of the impact of these changes.”
The Motion was AGREED. 


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
M4/0111 
FEES FOR LEGAL WORK 


It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That the Manager outline the legal costs of the Council in 2008 and 2009 in 
total and by department as requested by me at a pre-budget meeting.”

REPORT:

“The Council incurs fees in respect of legal work associated with its many operations 
and functions.  The fees are two-fold and relate to 

· fees paid to external suppliers in respect of services delivered, whose costs 
are budgeted for and paid directly by the Council's user departments  

· the Council's Law Department, whose cost centre is budgeted at zero but 
whose costs (Payroll and Non Payroll) are charged out to the Council's user 
departments.


The attached report outlines the spend by department on legal services for 2008 
and 2009, excl of VAT, as well as details of legal costs recouped.  
	2008 SPEND BY DEPARTMENT ON LEGAL SERVICES
	
	
	LAW DEPARTMENT 
	OUTSIDE SUPPLIER
	AMOUNT OF SPEND RECOUPED FROM OUTSIDE SOURCE
	NET COST TO SDCC

	Architects
	
	
	3,133.25
	0.00
	
	

	Community
	
	
	2,601.40
	 
	
	

	Corporate Services
	
	
	1,452.88
	0.00
	
	

	Development
	
	
	162,289.93
	687,379.89
	4,010.50
	 

	Environment
	
	
	97,709.42
	2,150.00
	
	

	Finance
	
	
	179,718.75
	516,704.45
	
	

	Human Resources
	
	
	687.27
	0.00
	
	

	Housing
	
	
	909,170.57
	                        221,437.56 
	97,945.24
	

	I.T.
	
	
	214.05
	0.00
	
	

	Libraries
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Parks
	
	
	53,557.37
	0.00
	
	

	Planning
	
	
	34,609.66
	119,002.00
	93,125.00
	

	Roads
	
	
	13,169.52
	563,166.89
	198,202.95
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	€
	1,458,314.06
	2,109,840.79
	393,283.69
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2009 SPEND BY DEPARTMENT ON LEGAL SERVICES
	
	
	LAW DEPARTMENT
	OUTSIDE SUPPLIER
	AMOUNT OF SPEND RECOUPED FROM OUTSIDE SOURCE
	

	Architects
	
	
	1,730.78
	0.00
	
	

	Community
	
	
	8,024.28
	 
	
	

	Corporate Services
	
	
	4,365.93
	0.00
	
	

	Development
	
	
	297,971.37
	678,001.90
	 
	

	Environment
	
	
	188,914.71
	10,666.38
	
	

	Finance
	
	
	228,136.87
	333,366.15
	
	

	Human Resources
	
	
	3,879.57
	2,250.00
	
	

	Housing
	
	
	623,977.31
	204,293.17
	41,880.80
	

	I.T.
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Libraries
	
	
	445.13
	778.00
	
	

	Parks
	
	
	38,647.71
	0.00
	
	

	Planning
	
	
	37,991.72
	77,942.00
	142,283.00
	

	Roads
	
	
	26,741.23
	1,073,346.10
	867,140.52
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	€
	1,460,826.61
	2,380,643.70
	1,051,304.32
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The report was NOTED (without debate).
M17/0111
BOHERBOY SCHEME 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That the Manager assure the members and residents with regard to the 
completion of the Boherboy scheme by Pierse Contractors, and in particular 
outstanding works at Orlagh Grove, Prospect Manor and the Green Route 
from Old Bawn to Scholarstown”

REPORT:

“The outstanding civil works on the Boherboy Water Scheme are mainly at the two 
reservoir sites at Saggart and Kiltalown where the site works including roads, 
footpaths, landscaping and fencing still have to be started or finished. There are 
two short pieces of water main still to be laid at the bottom of Stocking Lane and in 
Citywest beside the Blessington Road and a number of tie-ins between the newly 
laid mains and the existing mains. All these new mains except the line to Newcastle 
from Saggart which is in service have to be cleaned and sterilised. 


Pierse Contracting have gone into liquidation.  The Council is looking at all 
options for the completion of the work.  A team is in place to assess the 
implications and schedule the actions to be taken. The Resident 
Engineering Staff 
with our Consultants are compiling an exhaustive list of 
outstanding works and 
snags so that 
these can be priced. The snag list will include all outstanding 
works at Orlagh Grove, Prospect Manor and the 
Green 
Route from Old Bawn to 
Scholarstown. A bond is in place and the Council is confident that the scheme will 
be completed though it will be behind schedule. The current expected completion 
date is now the mid 2011.”


The report was NOTED (without debate).
M18/0111
ADAPTED HOUSING 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That this Council mindful of the severe budgetary restraints imposed will nonetheless ensure that in its budgetary allocations for 2011, that monies be provided for the provision and/or construction, this coming year of specially adapted housing for the fewer than 20 persons previously determined as being a 'medical priority' by the Council's medical assessors given the fact that many of them are waiting on that list for a number of years.”

REPORT:

“Due to reducing levels of Capital Allocation for new-build social housing, no new 
schemes have commenced on site since 2008.  This obviously has a considerable 
impact on the options available to the Council to meet the specially adapted housing 
need.


As reported to the members at the May meeting, the 2010 allocation for the Social 
Housing Investment Programme (SHIP) was €16,110,000, reduced from €35m in 
2009.  The majority of this €16m allocation covers the cost of ongoing projects and 
projects which have not yet reached final account stage.  Traditionally, this was the 
procurement route to meet specially adapted housing requirements i.e. that they 
would be provided as part of larger social housing new-build schemes. The provision 
of specially adapted accommodation was provided for within this allocation and did 
not feature as a separate allocation.


There is no opportunity in the coming years to cater for approved applications for 
specially adapted houses through the social housing building programme.  These 
needs will have to be met through casual vacancies of Council housing stock, with 
the assistance of the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme, which itself is under 
considerable pressure to cater for existing demand. However, this procurement 
route often presents difficulties in terms of plot size required to accommodate 
ground floor sleeping accommodation which is many cases is required for individuals 
in need and their carers.  The Council will continue to explore all options to assist in 
dealing with current and future applications.”
Bottom of Form

The Report was NOTED (without debate).
Meeting concluded at 6.40 pm.

Motions not reached:
(M1)
GREY AND BROWN BIN COLLECTION

MAYOR’S BUSINESS – Councillor E. Maloney


That this Council give due consideration to the results of a survey conducted by a resident of the County to establish the views/experiences of senior citizens in relation to our Grey and Brown Bin collection. 52 pensioners were surveyed and replies from 47 were received: Please see details of survey attached. 

Survey:

Question 1: South Dublin County Council brown bin collection offers 3

lifts every quarter. How often will your household be putting out your brown

bin in each quarter?

* 40 replied they might have sufficient waste to put out their brown

bin once or twice in each quarter, but not three times.

* 3 expected to put that bin out twice in each quarter, and thought

they might put it out three times occasionally, but rarely.

* 3 believed their brown bin would be put out twice in one or two

quarters, and maybe once in one of the other two quarters.

* 1 stated they would never put out the brown bin.

Question 2: The black / grey bin collection is provided on the basis of 3

lifts every quarter, how often will your household need to put out your

black / grey bin in each quarter?

* 32 replied that they would usually need to put out their black /

grey bin 4 times in each quarter

* 9 responded that they would probably put that bin out three times in

each quarter and, occasionally would need a further lift in some quarters.

* 4 believed three black / grey bins would be put out in two quarters,

and 3 or 4 in the other two quarters.

* 2 stated they could manage on 3 black / grey lifts per quarter, but

expressed concern about storing rubbish for longer periods.

* 19 commented in various ways on the strong probability that the new

restrictions would cause significant difficulties when they would be forced

into compacting waste in their black / grey bins due to the reduction in

lifts.


(M2)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor C. Jones

That the Manager will give a report on the progress of the Social Housing Leasing Scheme within the County.
(M3)
PUBLIC REALM

Councillor W. Lavelle


That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report to form 
the basis for discussion with the elected member on proposals to improve the 
management of the public realm in our county, including the need for 
improved and more regular litter-cleansing and grass-cutting services and the 
need to pursue greater coordination and innovative working arrangements 
between council departments and noting the provision of funding in 
the adopted budget for 2010 for ‘public realm transformation’. 

(M5)
PARKS BYE- LAWS

Councillor R. Dowds


That South Dublin County Council enacts the Parks Bye-Laws so that the Gardai 
can enforce them.

(M6)
FREEFONE LITTER LINE 


Councillor B. Lawlor 

That this Council agrees to introduce a Freefone 1800 Litter Line Number to facilitate the public in contacting the Council to report illegal dumping. This new initiative is in response to the growing environmental issues, including increased dumping and fly-tipping, and will encourage and facilitate more residents to support this Councils efforts to resolve this menace, including providing additional support to the work of our litter wardens throughout South Dublin. 
Further the public launching of this project will give new hope to the residents of this county for a cleaner environment to the future.

(M7)
COVENANT OF MAYORS 


Councillor C. Keane

That this Council recommends that South Dublin county Council signs up to the Covenant of Mayors which is a commitment by signatory towns and cities and counties to go beyond the objectives of EU energy policy in terms of reduction in CO2 emissions through enhanced energy efficiency and cleaner energy production and use.

(M8)
NRA

Councillor T. Gilligan

That this Council contacts the Department of Environment & Local Government and asks them how much money is granted to the NRA from 
the Government?  From the government through the National Development Plan? 
From the EU?  In general how much money do they get for free?  Is it a case that the NRA should be abolished and its functions brought back under the Department of Transport?
(M10)
SUPPORTING SERVICES 


Councillor D. Keating 

That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the range of supporting services this Council provides for our youth and children in the areas of sport, music, play, social, drama and the arts, indoor and in our parks. At a time of deep recession many families in this county appreciate these services, and would the Manager set out what services can be developed or extended for the benefit of the many young people and families of this county, and would the 
Manager also consider producing an A-Z of free facilities available for the families of this county, hard copy or electronically?

(M11)
REMOVAL OF DEBRIS 


Councillor T. Ridge 


That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces 
owned or maintained by this council where youths congregate for drinking 
and drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles) 
being discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children, my query 
is to ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.
(M12)
OLDER AND BOLDER ALLOWANCE


Councillor G. Kenny  

Recognising that the State Pension and associated supports form a crucial safety net for the elderly, and recognising that over 84% of older people in Ireland rely on the public pension and related supports to keep them from the risk of poverty, and believing that the State Pension must not suffer any cuts, direct or indirect, in the next budget, this Council declares its support for the campaign to Defend the State Pension organised by the Older and Bolder Alliance and calls on the Taoiseach and the Government to make a long term commitment to a fair and secure State Pension now and in the future.
(M13)
REVENUE 


Councillor E. Coburn 
That the Manager outline as a result of the revenue deficit as projected in this years Budget what departments and areas in departments will cover cutbacks and can the Manager confirm of the cutbacks will total €7, between now and end of 
December?

(M15)
PLC COURSES 


Councillor E. Tuffy
That this Council rejects the Government proposal in the 4 Year Plan to introduce a course fee of €200 for students on PLC courses, requests the Manager to convey this view to the Minister for Education and Skills, and also to convey to the Minister the view of this Council that the cap on the number of PLC places should be lifted for September 2011 to allow County Dublin VEC to increase its intake of PLC students, and the number of PLC courses it provides, in view of the very high levels of unemployment amongst young adults, between 18 and 25 years old, in the County.
(M16)
DOG FRIENDLY AREAS 


Councillor R. Dowds

This Council calls on the Manager to investigate whether New York has dog friendly areas in public parks; if so, how they operate, and whether we could use a similar system in our parks so as to avoid the problem of dog fouling.

(M19)
NAMA

Councillor C. Keane

That this council discuss the result of the talks that have taken place with with NAMA and the County and City Managers Associations re the shortfall in development levies - taking into consideration that Councils issue the certificate of compliance which can only be issued when development contributions are paid to the satisfaction of the local authority. That the course of action to be taken on each development in the SDCC area be discussed and agreed with this council, this discussion to take place with the aid of an up to date report on outstanding development levies of circa 34m  broken down into (a) not developed (b) partially developed (c) completed developments ; as levies are only collectable on completed works, and to state the current economic value of outstanding levies. 
(M20)
DSPCA DESIGNATED INSPECTORS
Councillor W. Lavelle

That this council recommends that the Manager, in accordance with section 3 of Control of Horses Act 1996, designates inspectors from the Dublin SPCA as 'Authorised Officers' as defined by the Act, for the purpose of supporting South Dublin County Council in meeting it's responsibilities under the Act and to allow the DSPCA to more effectively undertake it's duties in relation to horse welfare.

Signed: ___________________________

Mayor

Date:    ___________________________
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