COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th December, 2010


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Crowe, S.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	Maloney, E.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Kearns, P.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, C. Henehan, J. Walsh, F. Nevin

	County Architect 
	E. Conroy

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	A/Chief  Veterinary Inspector 
	J. Murphy 

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, P. Murphy, H. Hogan, Y. Dervan

	Senior Executive Parks  Superintendent 
	D. Fennell

	Senior Engineers
	J. McLoughlin, T. O’Grady

	Senior Executive Engineer
	C. Lambert

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin

	A./Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T. 
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

H1/1312
CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 08th November 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
The Minutes were proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy.


Prior to commencing the meeting, the Mayor made reference to the recent spell of bad weather and the resulting pressure on local authorities in regard to road gritting etc.  He commended the council staff who were at the coalface of services from early hours in the morning, returning out again at night.  The Mayor spoke of the dangers confronted by the workers on the roads and parks and of the many phone calls he had received from members of the public who registered their appreciation for the sterling work done by the council which in many cases was beyond the call of duty.  The Mayor asked that the Members sentiments be conveyed to all staff involved. 

Councillors Brophy, Tuffy, Hannon, King, Kenny, Ridge, Walsh, Crowe and O’Connell on  a personal basis, and on behalf of their respective parties wished to be associated with the Mayor’s comments.  Members agreed that the response of the Council had been excellent and the information which was supplied by text and via the website was accurate and timely.  Members also praised those who worked on public transport who kept buses etc. on the roads during that time.


Councillor S. Crowe requested that management carry out a review of the council’s response in the new year in order to continue to improve services into the future during similar bouts of bad weather.  He also requested that information in relation to clearing of footpaths outside homes be conveyed to residents.

The Manager responded and confirmed that a review of the council’s response is planned, and the council will learn from an evaluation to ensure responses are meeting with standards required.  The Manager stressed the importance of engaging with the public in trying to solve the problems which this type of weather causes,  in particular with regard to awareness of reservoir levels and the impact of leaving taps running (which adds considerably to the problem of water shortages). The Manager also noted that more people are now clearing snow from their own surroundings and the council will continue to promote actions that the public can take through social networking.  

Mr. Horan complimented Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services, her team and colleagues within the region who responded so well from day one of the weather crisis. This involved coordination with other agencies, including the HSE and Gardai. He also thanked Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Services, for his hands-on approach and for all the work of his staff on their efforts to cope with the extraordinary weather conditions. He thanked the Members for their comments and assured them that their sentiments would be passed on to staff.


REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES

H2a)/1312 
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 9th NOVEMBER 2010

DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES, COMMUNITY

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2b)/1312 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 15th NOVEMBER 2010

DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING  

Community Business

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1982
	Spraoi
	Start Up Costs Grant for Community Group
	12/10/10
	€1,000

	GF1977
	Sacred Heart Football Club
	Seed Management/ Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	14/09/10
	€8,000

	GF1985
	Rathcoole Baton Twirlers
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	12/10/10
	€200

	GF1988
	Newtown Rangers AFC
	Start Up Costs Grant for Community Group
	27/10/10
	€800



It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor  D. Looney and 
RESOLVED: 

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) Meeting of 15th November 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/1312 
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 17th NOVEMBER 2010

DEALING WITH PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2d)/1312 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 22nd NOVEMBER 2010

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2e)/1312 
LUCAN  AREA COMMITTEE – 23rd NOVEMBER  2010

DEALING WITH HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

STANDING COMMITTEES  -  ORGANISATION,  PROCEDURE  AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE
H3a)/1312 
DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Services and was CONSIDERED:

“The following Amended Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the 
Members at the  Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 
18th November 2010:

	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 03/01/11
	
	
	

	Tues. 04/01/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 04/01/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 06/01/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 07/01/11
	
	 
	


	DATE 


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 10/01/11
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 pm – 2.00 pm

3.30 pm – 6.30 pm
	17/12/2010**
Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 11/01/11
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm


	20/12/2010**
Business to SEO Roads Department 

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 12/01/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 13/01/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 14/01/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by   05/01/2011

	DATE 


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 17/01/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing


	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm 


	04/01/2011

Business to SEO Housing Department



	Tues. 18/01/11


	
	
	

	Wed. 19/01/11


	Clondalkin Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  Civic Offices, Clondalkin)
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm


	06/01/2011

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below) 

	Thurs. 20/01/11
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)


	1.15 pm – 3.30 pm

3.30 pm – 5.30 pm
	07/01/2011
Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 21/01/1
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by   13/01/2011

	DATE


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24/01/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning¹, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm


	11/01/2011

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 25/01/11
	Lucan Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning², Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  Civic Offices, Clondalkin) 
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	12/01/2011
Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 26/01/11
	Deputations
	2.00 pm  – 6.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 27/01/11


	
	
	

	Fri. 28/01/11
	
	 
	


* Planning file requests to be received by   ¹18/01/2011;  






  ²19/01/2011

	February

DATE 


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 31/01/11
	
	
	

	Tues. 01/02/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 02/02/11
	Sports, Recreation, Community   Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	
	23/12/2010 **
Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 03/02/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 04/02/11
	
	
	


	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 07/02/11
	Environment  Strategic Policy Committee

	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	06/01/2011

Business to Director of Environmental Services 



	Tues. 08/02/11
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries


	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	26/01/2011

Business to SEO Roads Department 

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 09/02/11
	Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee


	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm


	10/01/2011

Business to Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning

	Thurs. 10/02/11
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	11/01/2011

Business to Director of Roads Department

	Fri. 11/02/11
	Joint Policing Committee Meeting
	 3.00 pm – 5.00 pm
	


* Planning file requests to be received by   02/02/2011

	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 14/02/11
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm – 6.30 pm
	01/02/2011

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 15/02/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 16/02/11
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries 
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm


	03/02/2011

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Thurs. 17/02/11
	Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee


	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm


	18/01/2011
Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Fri. 18/02/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 10/02/2011 

	DATE  


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 21/02/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing


	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm 
	08/02/2011
Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 22/02/11
	Lucan Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  Civic Offices, Clondalkin)


	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	09/02/2011
Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 23/02/11
	Deputations
	2.00 pm  – 6.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 24/02/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 25/02/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 16/02/2011 

	DATE


	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28/02/11
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm

5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	15/02/2011

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)
27/01/2011

Business to Director of Corporate, Human Resources & Library Services

	Tues. 01/03/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 02/03/11
	
	
	

	Thurs. 03/03/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 04/03/11
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 22/02/2011 


** January County Council & Rathfarnham Area Committee, & Sports S.P.C. 
meetings all have  early closing dates due to Christmas Closure.   

It was agreed that Environment Strategic Policy Committee meetings will, from 
February 2010 on, be scheduled for the first Monday of each month.  The above 
Calendar reflects this change.”

Ms T. Walsh drew attention to the fact that as a result of the Christmas Closure the January County Council Meeting, the Rathfarnham Area Committee, and the Sports S.P.C. meetings all have early closing dates. 

The Calendar was APPROVED.

H3b)/1312
REPORT ON CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was APPROVED at the Organisation, Procedure and 
Finance Committee Meeting held on 18th November 2010:


 “Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization 
of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are 
conferences which have been notified to us to date.  Members who have expressed 
an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

HOME CONFERENCES 2010 FROM NOVEMBER 

	NAME
	HOST
	VENUE
	DATE 
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE

	Septic Tanks and Sewage Treatment Plants 
Rules and Regulations 
Professional Indemnity Insurance
	Esperanza Enterprises


	Silver Tassie Hotel & Spa, 
Ramelton Rd., Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	16th -17th November 2010
	
	€150

	Exploring Options for the Unemployed
 Indemnification against the unforeseen
	
	Carlton Atlantic Coast Hotel, 
The Quay, Westport,

Co. Mayo.
	19th -21st November 2010
	
	€170

	Council Budgets 2011


	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel,

Letterkenny.  Co. Donegal
	19th -21st November
	Cllr. J. Hannon

Cllr. C. Brophy
	€145

	 Clare Tourism

 Conference

 Achieving  World

 Class  Tourism
	Clare Tourism Council
	Falls Hotel Ennistymon,

Clare


	26th -27th November  2010
	Cllr. C. Brophy
	€229

	Waste Management 
(Food Waste) 
Regulations

 2009

NEW
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Silver Tassie Hotel & Spa, 
Ramelton Rd., Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	3rd -5th December 2010
	
	€170

	Building Regulations, 
Renewable Energy Requirement, 
Home Insurance

NEW
	Esperanza
	Manor West Hotel Spa & Leisure Club, 
Killarney Rd., Tralee, 
Co Kerry
	17th -19th December 2010


	
	€170


CONFERENCES ABROAD 2010 FROM NOVEMBER 

	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	Host
	Venue
	Date


	Councillors Attending 
	Fee

	IFHP 54th World Congress
	
	Porto Alegre,

Brazil
	13th -17th November


	
	€200



The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad 
from 11th September to Date 

	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	Host
	Venue
	Date


	Attended  By
	Fee



	Local Government Efficiency Reform, Conference
	Kadenza Consultancies


	Whites Hotel,

Wexford
	1st -3rd October
	Cllr. C. Keane 

Cllr. T. Delaney
	€150

	National Youth Employment Conference
	National Youth Employment Council
	Croke Park,

Dublin
	5th October 2010
	Cllr W. Lavelle
	€80

	LAMA Winter Conference 
	Local Authorities 

Members Association
	Listowel 

Co. Kerry
	8th -9th October 2010
	Cllr. C. Keane

Cllr. W. Lavelle

Cllr B. Lawlor

Cllr. T. Delaney

Cllr. C. Brophy
	€160

	Planning and Development Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Hannon’s Hotel,

Athlone Road,

Roscommon
	15th -17th October 2010
	Cllr. C. Brophy
	€170

	Criminal Law (Defence and the Dwelling) Bill 2010 Insurance Issues for the Home and Business 

Enforcement of Social Standards in Local Authority Housing
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Maldron Hotel 
Oranmore, 
Galway
	29th -31st October 2010
	Cllr. T. Delaney
	€170



As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to 
pass the following resolution:

 “In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 
attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”  


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and 
RESOLVED:


“That, in accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 
attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is 
hereby authorized.”  
Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED.


STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED: 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:-
 H4a)(i)/1312  Minutes of Meeting  28th September 2010

“Attended
	Cllr Eamon Tuffy
	Frank Nevin, Director of Economic, Transport, and Land Use Planning

	Cllr Gus O’ Connell
	Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

	Cllr Emma Coburn
	Willie Purcell, Senior Engineer

	Cllr Colm Brophy
	Mairead Hunt, Administrative Officer

	Garrett Robinson
	

	Sean Giblin
	

	Cllr Catriona Jones
	

	Cllr William Lavelle
	

	Cllr Trevor Gilligan
	

	Cllr Robert Dowds
	

	
	



 Apologies: Neil Durkan, Cllr Cathal King.


 An Cathaoirleach Cllr Eamon Tuffy presided

Cllr Gus O’ Connell extended his sympathy to Cllr E. Tuffy on his recent 
 bereavements, and proposed a minutes silence as a mark of respect.

	Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 5th May 2010 were noted and approved.  

There followed a discussion to which Cllr O’ Connell, Garrett Robinson, Sean Giblin, and Cllr Brophy contributed.  The members of the SPC requested more timely notification of the agreed calendar of SPC Meetings, and that the Minutes be circulated as soon as possible after the meeting.  Frank Nevin responded to queries raised and agreed to have the calendar of meetings and Minutes circulated as requested.

	

	Development Plan Update and Discussion

Frank Nevin presented a report to the members on the Development Plan review process, and he and Colin Ryan responded to questions and comments from Cllr O’ Connell, Garrett Robinson, Cllr Brophy, and Cllr Tuffy.

	

	Taking in Charge Policy

Frank Nevin presented a report to the members on the Draft Taking in Charge Policy, and he and W Purcell responded to questions and comments from Cllr Coburn and Cllr Dowds.  It was AGREED that the Draft Taking in Charge Policy be recommended to the Council for approval and adoption.

	IEZ Update

Frank Nevin presented a report and update on the Innovation Enterprise Zone project. Cllr Tuffy contributed to the discussion.

	

	

	SPC Workplan for consideration.

The following are three initial suggestions for consideration.

(a)     Development Plan projects/plans.
(b)    Economic policy for South Dublin County.
(c)     Sub group on traditional urban centres
Following discussions to which Garret Robinson and Cllr Tuffy contributed, Frank Nevin responded to queries raised.

It was proposed by Cllr Tuffy that HI 5 (b), and (c) be agreed as a workplan for the SPC over the coming 12 months.

Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Coburn contributed to the discussion and Frank Nevin responded to queries raised.  It was agreed that sub groups be set up in relation to HI5(b) and HI5(c).  Frank Nevin suggested that Peter Byrne, Chair of CDB be requested to attend the initial meeting of the subgroup under HI5(b).  It was agreed that an invitation to attend each sub-group issue to each SPC Member. Working group meeting times and dates to be agreed with the membership of each group when established. This was AGREED.
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The meeting concluded at 19.05.”

 The minutes were NOTED.

H4a)(ii)/1312 Report of Meeting 10th November 2010

  “  Attended

	Cllr. Colm Brophy
	Frank Nevin, Director of Economic, Transport, and Land Use Planning

	Cllr. Emma Coburn
	Neil O Byrne, Senior Planner

	Cllr. Sean Crowe
	Colin Ryan, Senior Planner 

	Neil Durkan
	Tony Shanahan, Administrative Officer

	Cllr. Trevor Gilligan
	

	Garrett Robinson
	

	Cllr. Eamon Tuffy
	

	Cllr Robert Dowds
	

	Cllr William Lavelle
	

	Cllr Guss O Connell
	

	Cllr Catriona Jones
	



Apologies: Sean Giblin, John Kearns, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr Pamela Kearns


An Cathaoirleach Cllr Eamon Tuffy presided


Apologies from Cllr O Connell for non attendance at working groups

	Headed Item 1

Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 29th September 2010 were noted and approved.

It was suggested and agreed that for future notifications in relation to meetings of the working groups that SMS messaging would be used in addition to the normal communication methods in use.

	Headed Item 2

Reports from Working Groups 
Frank Nevin  presented reports from the Sub-Groups on Economic Policy and Urban Centres

The first presentation dealt mainly with the Think Local Campaign and outlined the marketing strategy being employed.

Contributions followed from Cllrs Jones, Crowe, Brophy, Coburn, Tuffy, Dowds and Mr Garrett Robinson.

Frank Nevin responded to a number of items arising and suggested convening the Economic Policy working group before the next SPC with representation from the economic sub group of the County Development Board particularly in relation to South Dublin Tourism, management of Tallaght Stadium and the County Enterprise Board. 

__________

The second presentation by Frank Nevin dealt mainly with the Urban Centres and indicated that there would be a focus on 3 village centres, Tallaght, Lucan and Rathfarnham and a workshop was to be facilitated in these villages on 3rd December 2010.

Cllr Coburn contributed to the discussion.

	

	Headed Item 3 LAMA Awards – IEN Submission
Frank Nevin presented a report on the IEN Submission for LAMA Awards in particular focussing on the notable features of the project.
The report was noted by the committee.

	

	Headed Item 4 DMP – Launch of Dublin Mountains Way

Frank Nevin presented a report on the launch of the Dublin Mountains Way 

Specific questions were asked by Cllr Coburn and Cllr Jones and responded to by Neil O Byrne
Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Dowds, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Lavelle contributed to the discussion welcoming the Dublin Mountains Way.

	

	Headed Item 5 Metro West – Railway Order Application

Frank Nevin presented a report on the Metro West – Railway Order Application
Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Dowds, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr O Connell, Neil Durkan and Garrett Robinson contributed and the elected members sought clarification as to submissions in relation to the Railway Order application.

Frank Nevin responded to the questions arising in the course of the discussion and outlined the potential positive impact of the project for the County.

	AOB


The report was NOTED.
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE:-

H4b)(i)/1312   Minutes of Meeting 27th September 2010

“PRESENT:


Members:                                           Council Officials:

	Cllr P. Cosgrave  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr C. King       
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr P. kearns    
	E. Conlon
	Staff Officer

	Cllr M. Duff     
	 
	 

	Cllr R. Dowds    
	 
	 

	Cllr B. Lawlor
	 
	 

	Cllr T. Gilligan     
	
	

	Cllr D Looney   
	
	

	  
	
	

	Ben Healy, Environment / Conservation
	
	



H-I(1)  Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
Meeting held on 20th May, 2010 were proposed by Councillor M. Duff seconded by 
Councillor D. Looney and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)  Matters Arising  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


H-I(3)  PRESENTATION BY FOCUS IRELAND ON – HOUSING EXPERIENCE 
OF MIGRANTS – A NEW REPORT JUST COMPLETED

 Mr Billy Coman, Director of Services introduced Mr Mike Allen who gave a 
presentation on behalf of Focus Ireland on the Housing Experience of Migrants – a 
new  report just completed.


Following a discussion to which Councillors P Cosgrave, R. Dowds, P. Kearns 
contributed Mr M. Allen and Mr B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries 
raised.


The report was NOTED.


H-I(4)  UPDATE ON NEW LEASING INITIATIVE ASH (APPLICANT SOURCED 
HOUSING)

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“In an effort to drive the leasing initiative in South Dublin, Department of the 
Environment Heritage & Local Government approval was received to operate the 
ASH (Applicant Sourced Homes) programme on a pilot basis. This represents an 
exciting new opportunity for housing applicants to source their own home which, 
subject to suitability of the property and agreement with the property owner, will be 
leased by the Council. The ASH programme has just commenced and is being rolled 
out to persons on the housing list on an incremental basis.


In order to deliver the schemes in a fair and equitable manner and to give housing 
applicants maximum opportunity it was decided to roll out the schemes in 
manageable tranches. To date 150 applicants on the housing list have been 
contacted with full information on both schemes and requested to submit a 
preference for either option.


An Information Booklet (pdf document) outlining the opportunity   for property 
owners for making properties available to a local authority under the initiative was 
published an advertised by the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency. A 
follow up national newspaper advertisement was carried out in August 2010. The 
scheme is also outlined on the Council’s website together with an outline FAQ for 
landlords who may be interested in the scheme. 


To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across 
a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 100 properties 
which are at various stages of assessment and inspection for suitability for inclusion 
in the scheme.


The Social Housing Leasing Initiative is in the early stages of development and 
implementation."


Mr B. Coman, Director of Services, summarised the report.


The Housing Department have written to 153 people on the Housing list. 20 tenants 
responded. Problems associated with the scheme are:


1.      Major developers or landlords do not appear to be interested in the scheme 
due to the levels of rental supplement available


2.      Private landlords wary of the inspection process and shying away from BER 
Certs


3.      There is no option for the tenant to purchase the leased unit


It was pointed out that there was a slow take up of RAS units but now there are 
1200 RAS units. It is expected ASH will be the same and that there will be a greater 
take up of the scheme further down the Housing list.


Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, P. Kearns, D. Looney, P. 
Cosgrave, and B. Lawlor Mr B. Coman, Director of Services, and Mr H. Hogan, Senior 
Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.


The report was NOTED.


H-I (5) UPDATE ON HOUSING MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ACT 2009

The presentation on the update of the Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2009 
which had been circulated was NOTED. The matter will be further discussed at the 
next meeting of the Housing and Social SPC due to be held on the 11th November, 
2010.


H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Anti Social Behaviour


Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, gave a presentation on Anti-Social 
Behaviour. Prevention of Anti Social Behaviour in a multi-agency approach is 
important. All incidents are mapped. This indicates pockets of where Anti Social 
Behaviour occurs. This information is shared with the Gardai. In order to 
capture data properly it is important that all incidents are recorded. 


Following a discussion to which Mr. B. Healy, Councillors P. Cosgrave, P. Kearns 
and M. Duff contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. B. 
Coman, Director of Services responded to queries raised.


The report was NOTED.

  
The meeting concluded at 7.10  pm     


Sìniù:   _____________________                Dàta    :_____________________


Paddy Cosgrave


An Cathaoirleach”        

Bottom of Form


The minutes were NOTED.
H4b)(ii)/1312 Report of Meeting 11th November 2010
“PRESENT:


Members:                                           Council Officials:

	Cllr P Cosgrave  

	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr C King
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	Cllr M. Duff      
	 
	 

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	 
	 

	Cllr R Dowds  
	 
	 

	Cllr T Gilligan     
	
	

	Cllr M McDonagh  
	
	

	 
	
	

	Cllr D Looney  sent his apologies for inability to attend.
	
	

	 
	
	

	Ben Healy, Environment / Conservation
	
	

	 
	
	

	Sam McGuiness, Simon Community.
	
	



H-I (1)  MINUTES
 
The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
Meeting held on 23rd September, 2009 were proposed by Councillor M. Duff seconded 
by Councillor P. Cosgrave and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)  MATTERS ARISING  
            It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


H-I(3)  PRESENTATION - SIMON COMMUNITY   -  SAM MCGUINNESS

Mr B. Coman, Director of Services introduced Mr Sam McGuinness, Simon 
Community,  to the meeting. Mr McGuinness then gave a  presentation on the 
Dublin Simon Community. 

 
Mr. McGuinness spoke about the work Simon carries out with the homeless and their 
Pathway to Home Model. The Simon Community have 123 staff, 30 of whom are 
volunteers and event volunteers. Simon Dublin requires funding of €10 million per 
annum. 50% comes from the State through the HSE and the DoEHLG. This is likely to 
decrease due to the economic situation whereas the workload is expected to increase 
for the same reasons. The other €5 Million then has to be raised through fund 
raising. 


 Following a discussion to which Councillors P. Cosgrave, P. Kearns and M. Duff 
contributed Mr Sam McGuiness and Mr B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to 
queries raised.


The report was NOTED.


H-I(4)  UPDATE ON HOUSING MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ACT 2009

The presentation on the update of the Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2009 
which had been circulated was NOTED. The matter will be further discussed at the 
next meeting of the Housing and Social SPC.  


H-I (5) UPDATE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CBL AND ASH 

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government granted approval 
to South Dublin to operate two pilot schemes namely CBLS (choice based letting 
scheme) and the ASH (applicants sourced housing) in support of the Social Housing 
Leasing Initiative which commenced in June 2010. The two pilot schemes represent a 
new and exiting method in the allocation and provision of social housing to persons 
on the housing list.  The Social Housing Leasing Initiative is in the early stages of 
development and implementation.


In order to deliver the schemes in a fair and equitable manner and to give housing 
applicants maximum opportunity it was decided to roll out the schemes in 
manageable tranches. To date 500 applicants on the housing list have been 
contacted with full information on both schemes and requested to submit a 
preference for either option. 


The ASH (Applicant Sourced Homes) programme represents an exciting new 
opportunity for housing applicants to source their own home which, subject to 
suitability of the property and agreement with the property owner, will be leased by 
the Council. The ASH programme has just commenced and is being rolled out to 
persons on the housing list on an incremental basis.  To date the Procurement Unit 
has received Expression of Interest in respect of 38 properties through ASH of which 
19 are at various stages of prcessing for inclusion in the leasing scheme.  The 
remainder of the units were either not suitable or the property owner was not 
interested in the scheme.


An Information Booklet (pdf document) outlining the opportunity  for property 
owners for making properties available to a local authority under the initiative was 
published an advertised by theHousing & Sustainable Communities Agency. A 
follow up national newspaper advertisement was carried out in August 2010. The 
scheme is also outlined on the Council’s website together with an outline FAQ. for 
landlords who may be interested in the scheme.  


To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across 
a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 250 properties 
which are at various stages of assessment and inspection for suitability for inclusion 
in the scheme. 


Regarding Choiced Based Lettings the Council advertised 14 vacant three bedroom 
dwellings in the first three tranches. 8 vacancies were in the Tallaght South area, of 
these, 2  were successfully tenanted, 3 dwellings are currently ‘reserved' for 
prospective Tenants, 3 dwellings have had no expression of interest and will be 
readvertised. 6 vacancies were in the Clondalkin area, 3 have been  successfully 
tenanted with 3 ‘reserved’ for prospective Tenants, with one unsuccessful applicant 
i.e. applicant expressed an interest in dwelling, however, dwelling was allocated to 
another applicant higher on the Housing List.


The fourth tranche was issued 02/11/2010, to an increased number of applicants i.e. 
100 for 2 bedroom accommodation and 100 for 3 bedroom, in order to address the 
current vacant dwelling list of which a total of 20 vacant dwellings have been 
advertised, as follows:-

            Clondalkin - three – three bedroom dwellings and  three – two bedroom dwellings

           Tallaght South   - thirteen – three bedroom dwellings and One  -  two bedroom 
dwelling


Both pilot schemes will continue to be rolled out on an incremental basis and the 
members will be receiving regular updates on their progress.”


Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, 
summarised the report. 500 applicants from the Housing list have been contacted. It 
is expected that the further down the list they go the higher the uptake will be. A 
new website is being developed to include Council and Voluntary leasing. The 
numbers are small partly due to prohibiting factors;    people changing details and 
not informing the Council; problems with the DOE. Landlords receiving 80% of rent 
as opposed to 100%


However Leasing is the only way at the moment – there is no option of new-build. 
The Vacant list in November 2009 was 143 and is 92 at the moment. The Housing 
Department are making inroads on efficiencies. 


Following a discussion to which Councillors M. McDonagh, P. Cosgrave and M. Duff 
contributed Mr H Hogan and Mr B Coman responded to queries raised.


The report was NOTED.


H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


The meeting concluded at   7.15 pm.”       


The report was NOTED.
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC  POLICY COMMITTEE:-

H4c)(i)/1312
Minutes of Meeting 20th September 2010

“Members



Officials


Cllr John Hannon 


P. Poole Director of Service

Cllr Robert Dowds


L. Magee Senior Engineer


Cllr William Lavelle


T. Moyne Senior Engineer


Cllr Eamonn Maloney


S. O’Brien Environmental Awareness Officer


Cllr Gus. O’Connell


S. Kelly Administrative Officer


Cllr Eamon Tuffy

Cllr Emma Coburn


Cllr Eamon. Walsh



Sectoral Interests


Connie. Kiernan – Community Forum


Pat Lee


Sherri Brennan

Apologies


Mary Clare Wallace

Una Ruddock

Cllr Sean Crowe


Cllr John. Lahart


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.

Item 1


Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 17th May2010. 


Proposed by Cllr Gus O’Connell, seconded by Cllr William Lavelle and Agreed


Item 2


Matters Arising 

· Waste Bye-Laws will be put on public display following formal agreement on 
outstanding refuse issues
· Visit to Ballymore Eustace was confirmed for 4th November 
· Beautiful South Dublin County Competition was announce as being held  21st 
September 2010

Item 3


New Water Source Report 


Jerry Grant and Emily Ledwith were present from RPS. A PowerPoint presentation on 
the new water source report was presented by Jerry Grant, RPS. Following 
contributions from the SPC members Mr Grant responded to the issues raised by the 
members.

Item 4


Draft National Waste Policy - Call for Submissions & Steering Group Draft 
Waste Policy 30/07/10 (RPS presentation)

A PowerPoint presentation on the Draft National Waste Policy was presented Mr L 
Magee, Senior Engineer. Following contributions from the SPC members Mr Magee 
responded to the issues raised by the members. Based on a query from Cllr Coburn, 
Mr Magee suggested that a presentation on 2009 Annual Progress Report on the 
Dublin region Waste Management Plan be given to the SPC upon its availability.


Ms Philomena Poole, Director of Services informed the SPC Dublin Waste Region 
Executive would be submitting an executive submission which Ms Poole would 
circulate to the members. 

Item 5


Section 60 Policy Direction Capping Incineration of Municipal Waste and 
Other Matters - Call for Submissions 


A summary presentation on Section 60 Policy Direction Capping Incineration of 
Municipal Waste and Other Matters was presented by Mr L Magee. Following 
contributions from the SPC members Mr Magee responded to the issues raised by the 
members

Item 6


Litter Fines and Enforcement - Discussion on Level of Enforcement and 
Collection Rates – Item not reached


Item 7

A.O.B. 

Litter Fines and Enforcement - Discussion on Level of Enforcement and 
Collection Rates will be placed at top of next SPC meeting on 15th November 2010


The meeting concluded at 7.05pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.
H4c)(ii)/1312 
Report of Meeting 15th November 2010 

“Attendance
 
Members                                             Officials

Cllr John Hannon                                 John Quinlivan – Senior Executive Officer


Cllr Robert Dowds                                S. O’Brien - Environmental Awareness Officer 


Cllr Sean Crowe                                   Dermot Finch - Senior Engineer


Cllr William Lavelle                               Stephan Deegan -Senior Executive Engineer


Cllr Gus. O’Connell                               Brian Sheehan - Senior Parks Superintendent


Cllr Eamon Tuffy


Cllr Emma Coburn

Sectoral Interests

Connie. Kiernan – Community Forum


Pat Lee


Mary Clare Wallace


Una Ruddock

 
Apologies

Cllr. John Lahart


Cllr. Eamon Walsh


Cllr. Eamonn Maloney


Sherri Brennan


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.

 Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 20th September 2010. 


Proposed by Cllr Dowds, seconded by Cllr Coburn and Agreed

 Item 2

Matters Arising 


v      Waste Bye-Laws not put on public display as of yet as formal 
agreement on outstanding refuse issues has yet to be agreed


v      Dublin Waste Region Executive submission on Draft National Waste Policy 
to be circulated to the members. 

 
Item 3

Litter Fines and Enforcement - Discussion on Level of Enforcement and 
Collection Rates

A PowerPoint presentation on the Level of Enforcement and Collection Rates was 
presented Mr J Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from 
the SPC members Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members. 


Based on queries from the members, Mr Quinlivan said that the Litter Enforcement 
section from the Waste Management Plan would be circulated to the committee. 


In addition it was agreed that a letter would be written to the Courts on behalf of the 
SPC to bring to their attention the discrepancy between the amounts of monies 
awarded and collected in relation to fines.


Item 4

Forestry 

Conor Devan from Coillte and Karen Woods from the Dublin Mountain partnership 
were present. A PowerPoint presentation on forestry in the Wicklow & South Dublin 
Region was presented by Conor Devan, Coillte. Following contributions from the 
SPC members Mr Devan and Ms Woods responded to the issues raised by the 
members.


 Item 5

CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk And Assessment Management) in South 
Dublin 

Mark Adamson from the OPW was present. A PowerPoint presentation on CFRAMS 
was presented by Mark Adamson, OPW. Following contributions from the SPC 
members Mr Adamson responded to the issues raised by the members.


Item 6

A.O.B.

 
The meeting concluded at 8.10 p.m.”


The report was NOTED.

SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE:-

H4d)(i)/1312 
Minutes of Meeting 15th September 2010

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials 

	Cllr C King
	Billy Coman , Director of Services

	Cllr D Looney
	Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, Community

	 Cllr D Keating
	Alison Silke, Sports and Recreation Officer 

	 Cllr B Lawlor
	Thomas McDermott Sports Partnership

	Cllr P Cosgrave
	Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

	Cllr T Ridge
	Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, Parks 

	Cllr M Mc Donagh
	 

	Cllr T Delaney
	 

	Carmel Mc Cartney
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 

	Sean Reid
	 


            
Apologies: Cllr G. Kenny

             An Leas Meara Cllr. Cathal King presided.
            1)    Minutes of previous meeting held on 12th of May 2010      
                   Proposed: Cathal King

                   Seconded: Cecil Johnston

            2)   Matters arising.

                               None

            3)   Presentation on Late Night Soccer Leagues.

            Presented by Alison Silke, Sports & Recreation Officer  

Report on the roll out of the Late Night Soccer programme in Tallaght and Clondalkin in partnership with Football in the Community Development Officers and the Gardai.  

The members commended the work to date on the programme. C McCartney and   Cllrs C King, M Mc Donagh, contributed to a debate on the presentation particularly  on the further development of the programme to other areas

Alison Silke and Billy Coman responded to the queries raised and the presentation   was noted.

            4)        Parks Bye Laws Review

            Presented by Brian Sheehan Senior Parks Superintendent 

            A detailed presentation on the review of the current Parks Bye laws was 
presented 
to the members

Following a debate to which C McCartney, S Reid, C Johnston and Cllrs D Looney,  C King contributed to discussions arising from the presentation in relation to the  proposed amendments to the current bye laws.

            Brian Sheehan responded to all queries raised and the presentation was 
noted

            5)        AOB

            None

            Meeting concluded at 7.00pm.”

The minutes were NOTED.

H4d)(ii)/1312 
Report of Meeting 17th November 2010

“Attendance

	Members
	Officials 

	Cllr C King
	Billy Coman , Director of Services

	Cllr M Mc Donagh
	Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, Community

	Cllr D Keating
	Alison Silke, Sports and Recreation Officer 

	Cllr B Lawlor
	Thomas McDermott Sports Partnership

	Cllr P Cosgrave
	Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

	Cllr M Duff
	 

	Cllr T Delaney
	 

	Cllr G Kenny
	 

	James Coghlan
	 

	Carmel Mc Cartney
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 

	Sean Reid
	 



Apologies: Cllr T Ridge

            An Leas Meara  Cllr. Cathal King presided.
            1)    Minutes of previous meeting held on 15th of September 2010      
                        Proposed: Cllr C King

                       Seconded: C Johnston

            2)   Matters arising.
            None

            3)   Launch of Sports Strategy - 
            Presented by Thos Mc Dermott, South Dublin Sports Partnership 
            Co-ordinator 
            Mayor Eamonn Maloney and Mr John Tracey, CEO Irish Sports Council, joined the 
members to officially launch the strategic plan for Sport & Recreation and Physical 
Activity 2010 – 2016.  A brief overview was presented to the members.  Members 
commended staff on the work to date in relation to sport, physical activity and 
recreation across the county.

            4)        Halloween Presentation 
            Presented by Brian Sheehan Senior Parks Superintendent 

            A detailed presentation on the programme for Halloween 2010 was presented to the 
members. 

            Parks department where commended on their programme of works, particularly the 
opening of Ballymount Depot, and the Bulb programme by C. McCartney, Cllrs King, 
Mc Donagh, and Duff. The programme was deemed to be successful all round. 

            Brian Sheehan responded to all and the presentation was noted

            5)        Tallaght Stadium
            Presented by Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, Community Services

            A detailed presentation on Tallaght Stadium was presented to the members , 
highlighting the progress in the Stadium from it’s inception to this very day.  SDCC 
where commended on the standard of the facility and the work completed to date. 


B Coman highlighted the standards achieved by all involved with Tallaght Stadium in 
such a short period of time, Tallaght Stadium is and always will be a multi purpose 
community facility for all to avail of.  The range of programmes and events offered to 
date in Tallaght Stadium has be vast and it will continue to grow over the next few 
years.


Discussion around the sustainability and versatility of the Stadium ensued, members 
where reassured that all avenues of income where being explored and that every 
effort will and has been made to ensure Tallaght Stadium will remain a multi use 
facility for the county.


W Sheils & B Coman responded to all queries raised and the presentation was noted

            6)         Leisure Facilities Presentation 

Presented by James Morrissey, A/Area Community Officer, Community Services


A detailed presentation on Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan Leisure Centres was 
presented to the members, detailing the user groups of each facility and vast range 
of activities on offer in each centre. 


Presentation on the Community facilities by Daniel Walsh was postponed until the 
next SPC


Meeting concluded at 7.00pm. 


Presentation was made to the players from South Dublin County of the Dublin Ladies 
Football Team, All Ireland Champions 2010 – 2011.”
The report was NOTED.

ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE:-


H4e)(i)/1312 
Minutes of Meeting 27th September 2010

Attendance:


Members:




Officials:


Cllr M. Corr – Chair


Teresa Walsh, Director of Services


Cllr P. Cosgrave



Georgina Byrne, County Librarian


Cllr S. Crowe



Ronan Herron, Connect  eChampion


Cllr C. Jones



Orla Scannell, Arts Officer


Cllr C. Keane



Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr M. Duff


Cllr E Walsh


Sectoral:




Apologies:


John Conroy




Cllr J. Hannon





Meg Murphy
(designate)


Cllr. T. Delaney








Ann Fitzpatrick








Jim Fay


H (1) Minutes


The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy 
Committee meeting of 24th May 2010 (as amended reflecting attendance of Cllr M. 
Duff) were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and 
confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


Correspondence 


Correspondence from Bank of Ireland in relation to the Arts Collection was noted


H (2) Update on Ballyroan Library Project


The County Librarian, Georgina Byrne updated the committee on the proposed 
Ballyroan Library Project, including notification of approval of grant funding of 50% of 
the project cost of €4.2m, an outline of the proposed timelines and the requirement 
to treat as a new build as opposed to a refurbishment project.  Ms. Byrne advised of 
the proposed restoration of an existing Maud Cotter mural and reference to stained 
glass work in neighboring church as part of the 1 % for Arts and of proposals to 
reopen the new facility with a Sean Keating exhibition. 


Ms Byrne responded to queries raised in relation to the proposed timelines and 
relocation / alternatives for continuation of the existing service during construction. 


H (3) Update on Innovation Dublin 2010 


Ms Byrne outlined the very varied schedule of events which have been arranged for 
the forthcoming Innovation Dublin 2010 between 10th and 21st November 2010, 
including the prestigious TEDx Tallaght (Ideas Worth Spreading) which is the first 
Irish Local Authority event of this kind, Innovators of tomorrow, Ryan Academy, 
South Dublin Dragons, and Play to Stage premier performance.


The committee congratulated Ms Byrne, Ms Ni Dhomhnaill and the County Manager 
on the quality of the schedule of planned events and wished them well with the 
festival. 


H (4) Update on Consultation on Arts Strategy


The County Arts Officer Ms Orla Scannell presented a report on the consultation 
process currently being undertaken in relation to development of a new Arts Strategy 
2011 – 2015.  To date 100 participants have shared their views through focus 
groups, ongoing on-line presence and an arts consultation -seminars. The closing 
date for submissions is 10th October 2010


Ms Scannell outlined the many benefits which have already presented from the 
consultation process and it is expected that a draft strategy will be available in the 
New Year.


H (5) Connect Educate 


Mr. Ronan Herron Connect eChampion presented a full report on the Connect School  
Project which is being undertaken in St Aidan’s Community School in Brookfield.   
This project is in its fifth and final year.


The presentation covered the following main areas:

· Background and Aims

· Partners

· Implementation

· Content and training

· Evaluation and recommendations

· Impact of project

· Snapshot of content


The committee commended Mr. Herron, Mr. Horan and the Council for pressing 
forward with this initiative back in 2005 and recommended that the initiative be rolled 
out on a national basis.    


Mr. Herron responded to queries raised in relation to 

· capital and current costs, 

· resource investment from partners , 

· cost of Farrell Sparks Grant evaluation,

· implications of required material and software updates, 

· interaction between students (hits), 

· taking home policy 

· challenges in developing a model for possible roll out 

· presentation / support / buying of joint Oireachtas Committee on Education


The meeting concluded at  6.45pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.
H4e)(ii)/1312 
Report of Meeting 22nd November 2010

“Councillor P. Corr presided.


H (1) Minutes


The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy 
Committee meeting of 27th September 2010 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, 
seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and 
signed.


H (2) Update on Higher Education Grants - Academic Year 2010-2011


SEO Mary Maguire advised the meeting of details of the Higher Education Grants 
Scheme, published by the Department of Education & Skills in May 2010 and formally 
approved by South Dublin County Council at it June 2010  Meeting.


She outlined a summary of the changes made to the 2010 Scheme over the 2009 
Scheme in particular those changes relative to the inclusion of certain Social Welfare 
allowances and entitlements as reckonable income, changes in the residency 
requirement and break in studies and the ineligibility of students to qualify for a grant 
if in receipt of Back to Education Allowance.


Statistical data in relation to the numbers of applications (new and renewal) received, 
approved and value of payments was also provided.


Ms Maguire responded to queries raised by Councillor Jones and Councillor Walsh in 
relation to proposals for receipt of on-line applications and perceived anomalies 
associated with Clause 7.7 relative to postgraduate students and progression to 
further postgraduate courses

H (3) Music Education Programme 


Music Development Co-Coordinator Michael Fleming delivered a presentation on the SDCC Music 
Education Programme.  


Mr. Fleming’s presentation covered the overall context of the programme from the 
2003 feasibility study through to the current multi-strand programme which covers 

· instrumental and voice tuition

· songwriting and composition programmes

· multi-discipline arts project collaborations

· strategic development


He outlined a range of benefits for participants including the music students and 
schools / youth services and presented proposals for the future of the programme 
including a defined plan for partnership consolidation and programmatic R&D; 
National Music Education Programme (NMEP) tender and 3 year implementation plan 
(funded by U2 and The Ireland Funds) proposals to broaden instrumental tuition 
reach and range, ensemble and choral development, nurturing talent and provision of 
performance opportunities  


The members congratulated and commended Mr Fleming on the exceptional depth 
and quality of the programme currently being undertaken and proposals for the 
future  and Mr Fleming responded to queries raised by each member of the 
committee present in relation to pipe / marching bands, strings, tuition methods, 
scholarships, ethnic/traditions, mentorship, costs and benefits. 


H (4) Developing a 21st Century Library Service


Director of Service Teresa Walsh (on behalf of the County Librarian) delivered a 
presentation on the Library Service website and in doing so highlighted the citizen 
centre focus and consultation behind the development of the new site.


Ms Walsh outlined 24/7

· online registration 

· online cataloguing 

· online renewals and reservations

· download ebooks

· online reference/ newspapers

· homework help

· podcasts and videos


Members were advised of the extend of the 

· books service available including  reviews / Staff picks etc

· children’s zone

· digital books

· online research

· images

· memory of the county

· villages 

· heritage maps ranging from 1760 to date 

· plans for 2011


The members present congratulated the County Librarian and her staff on the extent 
of the wonderful services being made available online and encouraged further 
promotion of the availability and benefits of the site. 


H (5) AOB


Ms Maguire advised that the January / February 2011 calendar of meeting dates was 
recently approved and of the scheduling of the next SPC meeting for Monday 28th 
February 2011

The meeting concluded at 7.00pm.”
The report was NOTED.
 
TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE:-

H4f)(i)/1312 
Report of Meeting 25th November 2010
1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Keating, seconded by Cllr. C. Keane, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 30th September 2010 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. Presentation by Irish Rail

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Gary Keegan from Irish Rail to the meeting to the meeting. Mr. Keegan gave a wide ranging presentation to the committee on the DART Underground Project (Heuston to Connolly Interconnector) and the Kildare Route Project outlining the background and reviewing the current position in relation to both projects.

Following contributions from Cllr Coburn, Cllr. T. Ridge, Cllr. P. Cosgrave, Cllr. C. Keane and Cllr. D Keating; Mr. Keegan responded to the Members queries and the presentation was NOTED.

3. Report on Draft Work Programme

The Members discussed and NOTED the report submitted outlining the 
Proposed Work Programme for the Committee in 2011 which resulted from submission from the Members.

4. Motions

The Motion in the names of Cllr W Lavelle and Kevin Farrell was not put, due to the absence of both, but it was decided that as the core matter of the motion was listed in the work programme at item 3 information attached to the report could be circulated.
5. AOB

It was requested that the date of the SPC committee be reexamined as some members found it difficult to attend on Thursday. It was agreed that this matter would be raised with the O&P meeting to seek resolution and that members be requested to give their views.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

 _______________                              _______________

Councillor D. Keating                            Date

Cathaoirleach.”
The report was NOTED.
H4f)(ii)/1312 
Minutes of Meeting 30th September 2010
“Present:
Elected Members:

Councillor E. Coburn

Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor C. Keane

Councillor D. Keating

Councillor W. Lavelle

Councillor T. Ridge

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Sectoral Interests: 
Ms. Nuala Maher, Chambers Ireland




Mr. T. Newton, Community Forum

Council Officials: 
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer




Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer

Guests:

Mr. M. Sheedy, Railway Procurement Agency 




Mr. D. King, Railway Procurement Agency

Apology: 

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Services and Mr. M. Moran, IBEC


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor D. Keating presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. D. Keating, seconded by Cllr. C. Keane, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 27th May 2010 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.
2.
Presentation by Railway Procurement Agency
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Michael Sheedy and Mr. David King from Railway Procurement Agency to the meeting. The Railway Procurement Agency made a wide ranging presentation on the background to their strategic approach to the delivery of their programme. The presentation reviewed the current position on all the planned Transport 21 projects within their remit and outlined the current programme for future delivery of the planned projects in the County. Reference was also made to the review at present being undertaken by the NTA.

Following contributions from Cllr. T. Ridge, Cllr. P. Cosgrave, Mr. T. Newton, Cllr. C. Keane and Cllr. W. Lavelle; Mr. Sheedy and Mr. King responded to the Members queries and the presentation was NOTED.
3.
Presentation by Tom Newton
Mr. Tom Newton gave a personal presentation on his vision for transport in the Greater Dublin Area which he indicated was the result of over 40 years studying the issue. His presentation focused on the difficulties arising from the current radial system and proposed that a two way circulatory system was the alternative. Mr. Newton stressed that his plan could be implemented in a phased way as the finances to do so became available.

Following contributions from Cllr. C. Keane and Cllr. W. Lavelle; Mr. Newton responded to the queries raised and the presentation was NOTED.
4.
Review of Policy on Winter Gritting
Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented a policy paper on the Review of Policy on Winter Gritting. He indicated that the detail of the review would be the subject of individual presentations to each of the Area Committees of the Council.

The policy was NOTED.
5.
Report on Draft Work Programme

The report which had been circulated was NOTED. The Cathaoirleach indicated that in preparing the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee that he would be informed by the contents of this report and invited all Members of the Committee to contact him with their individual proposals.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.
_______________                              _______________
Councillor D. Keating                            Date
Cathaoirleach.”
The minutes were NOTED.
H5/1312
REPORT OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 19th NOVEMBER 2010
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

(i)  “The Joint Policing Committee met on 19 November  in Clondalkin Civic Centre.  The report of the  Meeting of 10th September adopted.


The members present considered the following:

· Report on Halloween 2010 and how the Bonfire initiative worked out.  

· Report from South Dublin County Council responding to the Parks Sub-group 
presented to the September Meeting.  

· Garda Reports presented by Chief Superintendent John Manley and Chief 
Superintendent Declan Coburn.

· Report on Local Policing Fora in Tallaght and Clondalkin areas

· Presentation on Suicide Prevention Actions and initiatives throughout South 
Dublin County 


A number of documents were also circulated which are available on the CMAS System

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 11th February 2011. ”

(ii)
Reclaiming our Parks County Managers Response 


The report was NOTED.

H6/1312
REPORTS  REQUESTED  BY  AREA  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS:
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q24 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/1312
HOUSING LISTS 



QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager can he give a report outlining what is causing the actual delay in the availability of the Council's various housing lists and the position of applicants.

REPLY: 

As members will be aware, Leasing has been promoted by the DoEHLG for some 
years now as the future of social housing. If we are successful in this initiative---and 
with up to 65% of applicants on our waiting list living in private rented 
accommodation with the benefit of a state support in the form of rent supplement—
this council is well placed to maximise the use of Leasing and RAS to provide homes 
to those of our citizens in need of social accommodation. 


The Council has now introduced the two new Pilot Schemes - Applicant Sourced 
Homes and Choice Based Lettings as the new methods of allocating Council dwellings 
to applicants on the housing list.  


These schemes modify and simplify the allocation process allowing more flexibility for 
the applicant and the Allocations Section as well as improving the way we do 
business. The outcome will entail efficiencies in the letting process resulting in more 
choice for the applicant and a more speedy turn around of Council vacancies. 


As a result of these new schemes the exact position on the housing list is no longer 
as important as it was.  All applicants on the list will be contacted over the coming 
months in as the new methods of allocating houses gathers momentum. 


As individual offers are phased out and advertising available housing on a 
monthly/fortnightly basis becomes the norm for allocating housing the necessity to 
establish exact positions on the list becomes defunct/ unnecessary.   Therefore to 
avoid confusion it has been decided not to issue a Housing List at this time.  Where 
there is a competing list of applicants seeking a specific house or apartment their 
priority will continue to be awarded through time on list.


Those applicants who are not interested and who do not express an interest will 
remain on the waiting list, their application will not be affected in any way and they 
will be housed as opportunities and units become available.


Please note any applicants who are currently in line for offer of accommodation will 
receive such as soon as a suitable vacancy arises, in accordance with the Council's 
Scheme of Letting Priorities

Q2/1312
 BUILDING ENERGY REGULATION



QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe


To ask the Manager does the Building Energy Regulation (BER) Cert for newly allocated housing stock include the need for quality windows and at what grade of windows are relets being given?

REPLY:

A Building Energy Rating (BER) is an indication of the energy performance of a 
building.  It covers energy use for space heating, water heating, ventilation and 
lighting calculated on the basis of standard occupancy.  A good energy efficiency, in 
broad terms, is based on how well insulated the envelope of the dwelling is and the 
efficiency of the heating system.  If improvements are carried out which affect the 
buildings insulation or heating system then the BER rating will improve.  


A BER is similar to the energy label for a household electrical appliance like a fridge.  
The label has a scale ranging from A to G. A- rated homes are the most energy 
efficient and will tend to have the lowest energy bills.  The BER does not set a 
minimum or desirable standard for elements of insulation or heating efficiency e.g. 
through specifying particular quality windows/insulation standards.  These are factors 
which are covered by the particular Building Regulations in force at the time of 
construction.


When houses are being re let the windows are inspected and replaced where and 
when necessary.  Double glazed windows are always used for replacement.  
However, if the windows are not in a bad condition they are not replaced even if they 
are single glazed.  It is estimated that we replace approximately 75% of windows in 
relets.

Q3/1312
POLLING STATIONS 



QUESTION:
Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will the proposed changes in relation to polling stations as recommended and agreed by this Local Authority be in operation for the next election?

REPLY:

A number of circumstances have given rise to changes to the Register of Electors., 
including the 2008 Local Electoral Area review and the subsequent making of the 
COUNTY OF SOUTH DUBLIN LOCAL ELECTORAL AREAS ORDER 2009.   Some 
changes were enforced due to the new constituency boundaries and others were 
made to improve voting arrangements than those already in place for some electors. 
A number of physical ground conditions and natural boundaries have also had 
impact. 


During the preparation of the Polling Scheme a number of meetings were held with 
Councillors and the County Sheriff. The Sheriff agreed where possible, to 
accommodate the Council’s requests for Polling Stations.   Members were advised in 
the course of later debate on the Polling Scheme where the Sheriff did not consider it 
feasible to accommodate their  requests. 


The Polling Scheme which was adopted by the Council at it’s meeting on the 13th 
September 2010 will be in use from 15th February 2011 and any changes to Polling 
Places will take effect from that date. The Polling Scheme can only nominate “Polling 
Place” and this is the area within which the Electors will be accommodated to vote.  
The actual building or Polling Station which will be used on polling day is 
determined by the County Sheriff and these buildings do not form part of the 
Council's Polling Scheme.  


A meeting was recently held with the Sheriff to receive an update on progress with 
implementation of South Dublin County Council's recommendations to change / 
relocate polling stations well in advance of the imminent general election.  It appears 
that the recommendations which could be facilitated have been facilitated in the 
Sheriff's Polling Scheme which is currently being finalised.    Confirmation of these 
changes will be made available once the Sherriff has completed his scheme, and 
details of these new locations will be well publicised when Polling Cards are issuing to 
the electors affected by such changes. 

Q4/13121
HOMELESS




QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he outline what he has done to source a new site for homeless accommodation in the County since the failure of Part 8 Proposal at the last Council meeting held to discuss this issue and what timescale is he working towards supplying this accommodation?


REPLY:

The Council has initiated a process of identifying properties in the Council's 
administrative area which may be suitable for use as Temporary Supported 
Accommodation for persons who are homeless.  This is being done as a priority.

Q5/1312
PARKS BYE - LAWS



QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he/she give a report outlining how the scheme is functioning and how many fines have actually been given and processed in relation to individuals drinking alcohol in parks and public spaces since the passing of the South Dublin County Council Byelaws in relation to this matter?

REPLY:

The Bye-Laws that are currently being enforced by the Council's Parks Department 
are the Prohibition of Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Bye-Laws, 2001 
which came into affect on 9th of August 2001.


The licence to sell alcohol is administered by the Court Services in association with 
the Garda Siochana.


These bye-laws prohibit the consumption or attempted consumption of intoxicating 
liquor in a public place within the functional area of the Council or the possession of 
intoxicating liquor in a public place within the functional area of the Council with the 
intention to consume it in a public place or to supply it to any person for consumption 
in a public place within the functional area


A person who contravenes the Bye-Laws shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,269.74


Where an authorised person or a member of the Garda Siochana suspects with 
reasonable cause that an offence under the bye-laws is being or has been committed 
he/she may seize, remove and destroy the intoxicating liquor and the containers 
relevant to the suspected offence.


Where an authorised person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana has reasonable 
grounds for believing that a person is contravening or has contravened a provision of 
these Bye-Laws, he/she may direct the person to refrain from acting in such a 
manner and leave immediately the vicinity of the place concerned in a peaceable and 
orderly manner.


A person who obstructs or impedes or refuses to comply with a request of an 
authorised person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana in accordance with 
section 5(1) of the bye-laws shall be guilty of an offence under the bye laws and shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1269.74.


Where an authorised person and/or member of the Garda Siochana is of the opinion 
that a person is committing or has committed an offence to which the bye-laws 
relate, the authorised person and/or the member of the Garda Siochana may demand 
the name and address of such person


Where a person whose name and address is requested of him/her under sub-section 
4 of the bye-laws, refuses or fails to give his/her name and address, or gives a name 
and address which is false or misleading he/she shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1269.74


Where a member of the Garda Siochana is of the opinion with reasonable cause that 
a person is committing or has committed an offence under these Bye-Laws, that 
member may arrest such person without warrant.


Notwithstanding the remedy provided for in paragraph 3 of these Bye-Laws, i.e. 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1269.74, an authorised person or a 
member of the Garda Siochana may, pursuant to Section41 of the Local Government 
Act 1994, serve a fixed payment notice (within the meaning of Section 41 aforesaid) 
on any person who in his/her opinion is committing an offence by virtue of a 
contravention of these Bye-Laws. Such fixed payment notice shall specify the amount 
of the fixed payment and the period within which the fixed payment must be paid in 
order to avoid prosecution and shall be in the general form of the notice set out in 
the first schedule of the Local Government Act, 1994 (Bye-Laws) Regulations, 1995 - 
SI No. 360 of 1995, (or as provided for in any amending regulations) but subject to 
alterations thereto as the Council may consider appropriate in the case of these Bye-
Laws. The amount of the fixed payment applicable to the fixed payment notice shall 
be €63.50.


The procedure for pursuing offenders is as follows;


Gardai notify the Council to issue Fixed Payment Notice with relevant details re: 
name, address & date of birth,


Parks Staff issue Fixed Payment Notice allowing 21 days for payment, failing this a 
Reminder notice is issued stating that if payment is not received within 7 days legal 
proceeding will be commenced. If no payment is received the Councils legal 
Department is instructed to issue summons and seek a Court date. 


Since August 2001 3,906 fines have issued and a total of 2,089 fixed payment notices 
have been paid which represents 53%. 


Of the remaining cases which were sent to Court - 59% resulted in Fines and the 
remainder were unsuccessful.

Q6/1312
SALT /GRIT 



OUESTION: Councillor T. Delaney

To ask the Manager to consider locating local salt/grit banks throughout the County where resident & community groups can collect same and distribute within estates, school & church yards, etc.?


REPLY: 

Since the commencement of the adverse weather on Thursday 25th November the 
Council has been managing the clearing, gritting of the main roads in the 
County.  The Council has also responded to numerous requests from public transport 
providers, ambulance and hospital services, the Luas operators, Gardai and fire 
brigade for spot gritting of specific locations to assist in the continuity of their 
services.  


In addition to the above the Council has deployed all available recourses to the 
clearing of footpaths during normal working hours. Having regard to the 
necessary 
high usage of salt to keep the main roads of the County open in 
these extreme 
conditions, it is not possible to create local salt banks throughout the County.

Q7/1312
LITTER FINES 



QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to provide the following information in relation to litter fines:-

(a)  How much has been collected-

      1. In 2009.

      2. In 2010.

(b) What is done with the money collected?


REPLY:
	2009
	 

	On the spot fine payments received
	 €     78,347.00 

	Court Fines/Legal Costs/Cleanups awarded 
	 €     43,032.00 

	Court Fines/Legal Costs/Cleanups received 
	 €     12,373.00 

	Outstanding
	 €     30,659.00 

	2010 up to 31/10/2010
	 

	On the spot fine payments received
	 €     30,166.00 

	Court fines/Legal costs/Cleanups Awarded
	 €     13,345.00 

	Court Fines/Legal Costs/Cleanups received 
	 €       7,013.00 

	Outstanding 
	 €       6,332.00 



The monies collected for Litter Fines goes towards the cost of the provision of the 
Litter Warder Service.

Q8/1312 
GRIT AND SALT RESERVES



QUESTION: Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager how many days and nights of gritting can be achieved with our current levels of grit and salt reserves?

REPLY: 


We are currently being kept informed of salt deliveries by the NRA on a day to day 
basis.  To date, we have been able to keep all main routes in the County in good 
condition with the reserves that we have currently in stock. 

Q9/1312
PUBLIC TRANSPORT


QUESTION: Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager to ensure that all roads that facilitate public transport i.e buses, be included on the priority gritting routes as some areas such as Killinarden Heights were excluded earlier in the year leaving workers with no means of getting to their place of employment?


Each year the Council reviews its gritting routes following the experiences derived 
from the previous season and proposed routes are presented to the Area Meetings.  


Killinarden Heights is included in the current gritting schedule and this route has 
been gritted consistently in line with all other routes on the schedule since 
the commencement of the current period of adverse weather from Thursday 25th 
November. 

Q10/1312  
SNOW AND ICE IN CEMETERIES 



QUESTION: Councillor C. King


To ask the Manager to ensure that internal cemetery roads and paths are gritted sufficiently to ensure safe access for mourners, as this was not the case weekend 26th-28th/Nov/2010 where hearses and family cars were stuck in snow and ice significant distances from relevant gravesides?

REPLY:

The Council staff is monitoring the graveyards so as to provide safe passage for 
mourners.  


The gritting crews are on standby in case of access problems for the vehicles 
entering the cemeteries and this has been availed of.


Pedestrians are advised to take extreme care as frequent and heavy snow showers 
are impacting on visibility and walking conditions.

Q11/1312 
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to advise if a decision has been made on provision of the Christmas Tree recycling service in January 2011; noting that it would not be appropriate to ask residents to cut-up Christmas Trees and put in their brown bins, in particular in the case of elderly residents or those with reduced physical ability?

REPLY:

The Christmas Tree Recycling Programme was subject of reply under Item No. 25426 
to the November Meeting of the County Council 


http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=30162

Following representations from the Elected Members regarding the operation of a 
Christmas Tree Recycling Programme for the county the situation has now been 
reviewed and it has been decided to run a programme on this occasion.  However,  
the diversion of resources to Christmas tree recycling will impact negatively on other 
work programmes within the Parks Department, specifically the Tree Planting and 
Maintenance Programme.


It should be noted that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees and 
would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and enable 
the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is the week 
commencing 10th January. The cost of operating this programme will be reviewed in 
terms of any future programme.


The 2011 Christmas Tree Recycling Programme will be presented under H-I 
9 at today’s meeting.

Q12/1312
CROKE PARK AGREEMENT





QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on implementation of the Croke Park Agreement with respect to South Dublin County Council and to advise on what reform proposals are being put forward by management?

REPLY:

The Local Action Plan for South Dublin has been finalised by Management and 
submitted to the DoEHLG. Briefings for staff have been undertaken and meetings 
have taken place with the unions representing staff. 


Timescales are set out for each action identified in the plan and a progress 
monitoring system has been put in place.  Currently a protocol is being agreed 
between management and unions for progression of the actions under the terms of 
the Agreement.


 Management have identified actions under all headings in the plan addressing re-
structuring, productivity and performance, e-government, procurement.

Q13/1312
WORK PLACEMENT SCHEME 



QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the roll-out of both the council's Work Placement Programme and apprentice training scheme and and to outline what council work areas are to benefit from these programmes?

REPLY:

The Council have offered 8 work placements under the FAS Work Placement 
Programme in the following areas:


Library Local History Research


Library Digitisation of Material


CCTV Monitoring


Energy Management Researcher


Sports Programme Manager


Sports Research post


All of these placements have been advertised on the FAS Website and Local Offices 
and CV's are being sent directly to the Human Resources Department. FAS have been 
notified this week that a sufficient number of CV's have been submitted for the posts 
of Energy Management Researcher, CCTV Monitor and Sports Programme 
Manager.  Shortlisting and Interviews will commence next week for these posts with 
a view to the commencing the placements immediately thereafter.


Specifications for a further 6 placement opportunities under this programme are 
being finalised and will be advertised shortly.


In addition the Council are ready to proceed with  12 placements under 
the  Redundant Apprentice Scheme in a number of disciplines, e.g. Plumbing, 
Painting, Carpentry, Mechanic, Stone Mason, Plastering  and are awaiting CV's from 
FAS. Contact has been made on a number of occasions to progress this matter and it 
is expected that the CV's will arrive early next week. The Council will proceed without 
delay to select candidates and commence placements.

Q14/1312
LINKS WITH  PHILANTHROPIC ORGANISATIONS 



QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on this council’s current or planned engagement with philanthropic organisations on joint projects to provide community facilities and/or programmes throughout the county?


REPLY:

The Council is in the very early stages of negotiation with the Childhood Development 
Initiative (CDI) which is an organisation partly funded by a philanthropic organisation, 
Atlantic Philanthropies. 


The Council along with CDI is currently considering a joint proposal on how they may 
be able to combine resources in certain areas of work to optimise the benefit to the 
community.


The Council has considerable resources in the form of its experienced and dedicated 
staff. In particular, it may be possible for staff in both the Housing Department and 
the Community Services Department to assist, advise and augment the programmes 
rolled out by CDI.  


The Council further assists both financially and in kind CPLN (Clondalkin Partnership) 
on a number of projects that attracts funding from Atlantic Philanthropies such as the 
Incredible Years Programme, FFT and the proposed Childhood Development Project 
for Balgaddy.    

(Q15)
INNOVATION ENTERPRISE NETWORK

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to outline all supports, other than the Innovation Enterprise Network, offered by this council to aide start-up enterprises in the county?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council supports enterprise in the County across many of its 
functions and activity’s. Set out below is an outline of some of these actions: 

· The strategic development of the County both in terms of physical 
development and quality of life issues. This of course involves the provision 
of transport infrastructure and services but also the strategic planning that 
attracts and delivers commercial opportunities. No less important is the 
community infrastructure that has also been delivered and managed in 
swimming pools, parks, community centres, libraries etc. that are vital to 
good quality of life. 

· The Council has had direct involvement in provision/management  of 
Enterprise Centres. SDCC can continue to support same through site 
identification, planning issues etc. 

· The Council participates in and supports the County Development Board and 
the County Enterprise Board. 

· The libraries provide a learning environment for residents in the County and 
are a major driver for knowledge, change and innovation in the County. 

· Direct involvement with FAS/DSW in creating and supporting employment 
opportunities. 

· Direct involvement with Enterprise Ireland, IDA in marketing the County, 
particularly the Council developments at Grange Castle. 

·  Direct engagement with all relevant bodies in tourism, education, South 
Dublin Chamber etc…


It should be noted that the IEZ/IEN created a working partnership with FÁS, 
Department of Social Welfare, South Dublin County Enterprise Board, local 
Partnerships and training bodies and the Institute of Technology Tallaght, South 
Dublin County Council which led to the following opportunities:- 


·          The Council provided physical space capacity, at no cost, to training agencies 
to facilitate training within its facilities.  These facilities included state of the art digital 
training suite and lecture room in the County Library, a multi media suite, 
performance/theatre area, board rooms in the County Arts Building – Rua Red and 
various training suites, conference rooms and community rooms in the Council offices 
and Centres throughout the County.  


·          The Council directly targeted, with the help of the Department of Social 
Welfare, those high skilled individuals that were on the live register, with the aim of 
streaming these individuals into an online virtual and physical networking 
environment.


·          The Council developed the website www.iez.ie as a virtual social and 
business campus to encourage networking between unemployed high-skilled 
professionals.  The website was developed for the specific needs of the unemployed 
high skilled / professional.   Virtualisation is an important aspect of the initiative as 
allowed individuals to work and interact without being at a physical location.  The 
website contained a private, secure log-on area where members of the initiative 
share professional profile information and network using an online forum.


·          The Partnership of the agencies above, (and others: CPLN, Partas, Tallaght 
Partnership..), was formalised through a steering group supported by South Dublin 
County Council which met regularly to monitor and drive the project.

·          The Council set up a local one-stop-shop (Innovation Hub) in which the 
County Enterprise Board, FÁS, Ryan Academy, Partnership Boards, Partas, all could 
cooperate to provide key essential information to unemployed high skilled 
professionals and SMEs.  This model of combined information availability has the 
capacity to be developed regionally in public buildings. 


·           The IEN is now being developed Regionally through the DRA.


Members will be aware the the CEB are now physically located in County Hall and he 
physical location of the SDCEB and the experience of and continuing existence of the 
network created during the IEZ process provides a platform to develop theconcept of 
shared service. The value of, and the need for, the synergy is clear. The overall aim 
of the Council is to gain maximum benefit and opportunity for enterprise in the 
County from all investment in the County, whether in the form of financial or other 
supports. 
Q16/1312
SALT/GRIT

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager if the council would distribute salt/grit to interested residents associations who could disperse themselves on roads not subject to the council gritting schedule?

REPLY: 


Since the commencement of the adverse weather on Thursday 25th November the 
Council has been managing the clearing, gritting of the main roads in the 
County.  The Council has also responded to numerous requests from public transport 
providers, ambulance and hospital services, the Luas operators, Gardai and fire 
brigade for spot gritting of specific locations to assist in the continuity of their 
services.  


In addition to the above the Council has deployed all available rescourses to the 
clearing of footpaths during normal working hours. Having regard to the necessary 
high usage of salt to keep the main roads of the County open in these extreme 
conditions, it is not possible to create local salt banks throughout the County.

(Q17)
FIRE HYDRANTS


QUESTION: Councillor T. Ridge

 To ask the Manager for safety guidelines regarding access to fire hydrants in residential areas in view of blocking of same by vehicle owners who park blocking hydrants?
REPLY:


Fire hydrants are usually located on footpaths and the parking of cars on footpaths is 
not permitted.  Where vehicles prohibit or obstruct access to hydrants in an 
emergency situation, these vehicles are removed by the emergency services.  Any 
instances of such obstructions should be notified to the Council and/or the Gardai. 

 Q18/1312
PROVISION OF HOUSING FOR HOMELESS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on the current activities of the Housing Department in the provision of housing for persons who were deemed to be homeless by the Council, the report to include information on direct provision by the Council and provision by Housing Agencies/Homeless Agencies where SDCC has an involvement, including securing Government funding, or otherwise?

REPLY:

Since August 2010, the Council is represented on a Regional Procurement Team 
comprising a representative from the Housing Department of each of the Dublin 
Housing Authorities which is charged with procuring homes for homeless persons in 
Dublin.


Homes are being sourced and procured in South Dublin for that cohort of the Dublin 
Homeless population with origins in or who have expressed a desire to live in the 
county.  At present there are 113 such clients registered with the Council.


While the regional team is sourcing and agreeing prices on the properties, in South 
Dublin, the new procurement unit will be completing the transactions.


Since mid August and up to Friday, the 3rd of December 50 homes had been sourced 
from the following sources :


Leased:           15 almost complete (with a further 6 under consideration)


Purchased:       Sales prices agreed on 17 properties 


Casual vacancies in housing stock:              8


 Voluntary                                                         2


RAS:                                                               2


Capital Assistance Scheme Properties:        6


All leased properties will be funded from national leasing funds.  RAS properties will 
be funded from RAS funds and the purchasing of CAS properties will be funded from 
SHIP funds.


Prior to this concentrated procurement initiative commencing, the following casual 
vacancies in the Council’s housing stock and in voluntary housing stock in the county 
were utilised for Homeless Persons this year:


Social Housing Stock:                                    20


Voluntary Housing Stock:                              4


RAS Properties:                                             4


Unsold Affordable Unit:                                 1


An additional 4 homeless applicants have been housed in long-term supported 
accommodation with a specialised voluntary body.  

Q19/1312
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise if the Council will provide a Christmas Tree Re-Cycling Service, with tree collection points located throughout the County, in early January 2011, as it has provided in recent years?


REPLY:

The Christmas Tree Recycling Programme was subject of reply under Item No. 25426 
to the November Meeting of the County Council 


http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=30162

Following representations from the Elected Members regarding the operation of a 
Christmas Tree Recycling Programme for the county, the situation has now been 
reviewed and it has been decided to run a programme on this occasion. However, the 
diversion of resources to Christmas tree recycling will impact negatively on other 
work programmes within the Parks Department, specifically the Tree Planting and 
Maintenance Programme.


It should be noted that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees and 
would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and enable 
the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is the week 
commencing 10th January. The cost of operating this programme will be reviewed in 
terms of any future programme.


The 2011 Christmas Tree Recycling Programme will be presented under H-I 
9 at today’s meeting.

Q20/1312
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can advise if any progress has been made in discussions with the DoE,H and LG to have South Dublin treated on a par with the other Dublin Region Local Authorities in regard to the amount of the Local Government Fund Grant per resident allocated to the County, and in particular if the Department accepts that South Dublin should at least be allocated funding at the level of Fingal. and if he will make a statement on the matter?


REPLY:

The 2011 Local Government Fund allocation for South Dublin County Council is 
€€21,709,971.    


This Council has consistently made the case that the Local Government Fund should 
be allocated on a "per capita" basis, a case which has not been favourably considered 
by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.   Nonetheless, 
the 2011 LGF has corrected our position versus Fingal by €1M in 2011 (€1.4M 
correction to date)  and the difference in allocation for 2011 is €4.5m (from €5.5m in 
2010, and €5.9m in 2009).

	 
	ADOPTED
	DRAFT

	 
	2010
	2011

	LGF allocation to Fingal
	€29,799,877
	€26,267,018

	LGF allocation to South Dublin
	€24,289,702 €5,510,175
	€21,709,971 €4,557,047



The full schedule of the 2011 Local Government Fund allocations for all Local 
Authorities is attached for reference


Local Government Allocations 

Q21/1312
SOCIAL HOUSING LEASING INITATIVE


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the operation to date by the Council of the Government's Social Housing Leasing Initiative?


REPLY:

The roll out and active promotion in South Dublin of the Social Housing Leasing 
Initiative in accordance with Department of the Environment Heritage & Local 
Government circulars N3/07 and SHIP 2010.07 commenced in June 2010 following 
the adoption of the Croke Park Agreement 


An Information Booklet (PDF document) outlining the opportunity  for property 
owners for making properties available to a local authority under the initiative was 
published an advertised by the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency. A 
national newspaper advertisement promoting the scheme was carried out in 
August 2010. More recently the scheme was advertised on www.irishlandlord.com

The scheme is also advertised on the Council’s website together with an outline 
FAQ.

To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across 
a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 350 properties of 
which over 200 have been made available by the owners for Council inspection. 
These properties are now at various stages of assessment and inspection for 
suitability for inclusion in the leasing scheme. Lease agreements have been 
formalised in the case of 14  properties and made available for tenanting.


In support and as a driver to the leasing initiative in South Dublin, Department of the 
Environment Heritage & Local Government approval was received to operatethe ASH 
(Applicant Sourced Homes) programme on a pilot basis. This represents an exciting 
new opportunity for housing applicants to source their own home which, subject to 
suitability of the property and agreement with the property owner, will be leased by 
the Council. The ASH programme  is being offered  to persons on the housing list on 
an incremental basis. The Council has now issued 300 letters to persons on the 
housing giving full information on the ASH programme of which to date responses 
have been received from 60 housing applicants. Accrding as the ASH  programme is 
rolled out  it is anticipated that the leasing initiative will gather momemntum as a 
source of social housing provision for housing applicants as the availability of Council 
stock properties declines.

Q22/1312
IEZ

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the Council's Innovation Enterprise Zones Initiative, including a report on the extension of the IEZ Initiative to other Dublin Local Authorities?

REPLY:

The IE Network is the next stage development from the pilot scheme, IEZ, which 
was founded in September 2009 by South Dublin County Council for the benefit of its 
unemployed high-skilled/ professionals which it recognised had limited assistance 
from existing State and local employment and welfare resources, most of which 
catered to the traditional low-skilled worker.


The Innovation Enterprise Network (IE Network) is an innovative network catering for 
the professional and social needs of unemployed high-skilled/ professionals in the 
Dublin region.


The purpose of the IE Network is threefold:


1.     To facilitate professional and social networking amongst the peer group of 
unemployed high-skilled/ professionals and to consolidate the existing services 
available to them;


2.     To target these to Members, so that they can either go about setting up their 
own business, or simply brush up on their job-seeking skills, such as CV writing and 
interview techniques; and

3.   To supplement public services with tailored professional social training and 
events to the specific needs of  Members


 While professional Network works for the benefit of currently unemployed high-
skilled/ professionals, the Dublin Regional Authority is instigating this initative and 
providing financial support. 


Networking events are the cornerstone of the project and the IE Network Manager is 
currently meeting members one morning each week to discuss any and all issues, 
particularly, the development of the IE Network and the needs of the individual 
members.  Further, members enjoy these meetings as it provides them with an 
opportunity to talk openly with like-minded high skilled professions who are in the 
same boat.  


The website is still being upgraded and amended, as good suggestions are made, 
and work is ongoing on providing members with current news and event.  Further the 
website will be linked to other relevant bodies, such as, universities, ITs, local 
authorities, professional bodies and others, as identified.


Contacts are ongoing with the DRA in this regard and members will be updated on 
the progress of the initiative.

Q23/1312
WORK PLACEMENT SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated Report on the Council's participation in the FAS Work Placement Scheme, and in particular if he can advise on the number of Council placements which have been filled to-date?


REPLY:

The Council have offered 8 work placements under the FAS Work Placement 
Programme in the following areas:


Library Local History Research


Library Digitisation of Material


CCTV Monitoring


Energy Management Researcher


Sports Programme Manager


Sports Research post


All of these placements have been advertised on the FAS Website and Local Offices 
and CV's are being sent directly to the Human Resources Department.FAS have been 
notified this week that a sufficient number of CV's have been submitted for the posts 
of Energy Management Researcher, CCTV Monitor and Sports Programme 
Manager.  Short listing and Interviews will commence next week for these posts with 
a view to the commencing the placements immediately thereafter.


Specifications for a further 6 placement opportunities under this programme are 
being finalised and will be advertised shortly.


In addition the Council are ready to proceed with  12 placements under 
the  Redundant Apprentice Scheme in a number of disciplines, e.g. Plumbing, 
Painting, Carpentry, Mechanic, Stone Mason, Plastering  and are awaiting CV's 
from FAS. Contact has been made on a number of occasions to progress this 
matter and it is 
expected that the CV's will arrive early next week. The Council will 
proceed without delay to select candidates and commence placements.
Q24/1312
NATIONAL RECOVERY PLAN



QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can provide to members a report identifying those aspects of the Government's National Recovery Plan 2010 - 2014 which will significantly impact on the services provided by this Council, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The  National Recovery Plan 2010-2014 was published in November to reduce the 
country’s budget deficit . Specifically the plan is a blueprint for a return to sustainable 
growth in the Irish economy. In particular, it sets out measures that will be taken to 
restore order to public finances and identifies the areas of economic activity which 
will provide growth and employment in the recovery. 


It is not possible at this point in time to provide a comprehensive outline on those 
aspects of the National Recovery Plan 2010-2014, which will significantly impact on 
the services provided by this Council over the lifetime of the plan. However for ease 
of reference the report hereunder identifies a number of specific issues identified in 
the NRP. The Impact of the NRP and the EUIMF Programme for Financial Support will 
become more evident as we progress through 2011 and further reports will be 
provided as situations present.


Housing 4 Year Plan


The level of funding available to support the social housing investment programme 
has been dropping since 2008. The new budgetary framework requires a further 
significant downward adjustment of the Department's capital allocation, from just 
over €1 billion in 2011 to €500m in 2014 [see Appendix]. These figures, like all others 
set out in the framework document, are subject to a number of underlying 
assumptions regarding economic growth, demographic patterns and employment 
trends.  


The process of shifting the focus of social housing delivery away from reliance on 
construction and acquisition towards a greater role for more flexible delivery 
mechanisms was underway well before the current economic downturn. This shift 
commenced with the introduction of the Rental Accommodation Scheme in 2004 and 
was carried forward in 2009 with the announcement of the Social Leasing Initiative. 
In the current budgetary framework the move towards these new forms of social 
provision will have to be accelerated if housing authorities are to meet their 
responsibilities in terms of meeting social housing need.  


1. Restructuring the Social Housing Investment Programme


While it is important that leasing should not be seen as the only mechanism for 
delivering social housing it is expected that over the next number of years it will take 
on a much greater role as the provider of mainstream social housing. 


2. SHLI - Progress to date and targets for future years


To the end of October, 30 local authorities and 13 approved housing bodies have 
been issued approval by the Department to proceed with leasing projects covering 
over 2,700 units. Of the units approved for leasing, almost 1,000 are operational and 
a further 1,156 units have received full funding approval and are at the point where 
legal agreements and negotiations are being finalised. 


For 2010, the Department anticipates that around two thirds of all social housing 
output will be delivered through RAS and leasing (i.e. approximately 4,000 of a total 
of some 6,000). Rising levels of social housing need will require that this level of 
output be significantly increased in 2011. With fewer completions under the various 
capital Programmes into the future, a target output of 7,000 units under RAS and 
leasing is being set for next year.  Further, more exacting targets will be set for 
subsequent years. 


3. Role of the voluntary and cooperative sector - direct lending and mixed 
funding


Through the leasing initiative, the Department foresees an important role for the 
voluntary and co-operative housing sector in the delivery of social housing. As of 
now, the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) has in place a mechanism for lending 
directly to approved housing bodies. Through this mechanism, and through the use 
of private loan finance, the voluntary and cooperative housing sector will move from 
reliance on 100% state support towards a more sustainable funding model.

                            


4. Policy Directive


Section 4 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 empowers the Minister 
to give a general policy direction to a housing authority in relation to the performance 
of its functions under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2009. To support the ongoing roll-out 
of the leasing initiative, the Minister will shortly be issuing such a directive to all 
authorities. 


Summary:


The Department’s overall capital provision (including water, housing, built heritage, 
libraries, fire services) in year four of the plan will be equivalent to half of the main 
local authority housing programme in 2008;


on the basis of both the clearly articulated policy rationale and strong value for 
money arguments, a combination of RAS and leasing will be the principal delivery 
mechanisms for the foreseeable future;


in consequence, there will be very limited capital investment in local authority 
construction or acquisition and what capital funding is available will be prioritised to 
meet special needs, to support regeneration and to maintain and improve the 
housing stock;


future new-build projects in respect of standard social housing will be primarily 
delivered by the voluntary and cooperative sector through build-to-lease and other 
innovative financial mechanisms. 


***Detailed Information relating gross current expenditure ceiling proposed for each 
Government Department is set out at Annex 8.Page 115. This Annex also details 
the specific measures proposed for implementation in 2011, and for consideration 
over the period 2012-2014. 


4.9.2 Scheme for Water Charges – Page 77


Part of the expenditure savings package will arise from the introduction of a scheme 
for the metering and charging for domestic water. This will lead to significant capital 
and current savings to the Exchequer and the General Government Sector over the 
medium term. This reflects the overall consolidation strategy outlined in Chapter 3 
which emphasises the importance of reasonable charging mechanisms to mitigate the 
costs of public service delivery and reduce waste. 


Charging for water will introduce a new revenue stream to meet costs at present 
funded by taxation. The cost for the provision of water services to the domestic 
sector in 2008 was €590 million. The proposed charging for this - less an adjustment 
for the cost of the proposed free allowances - will improve the General Government 
position. The Exchequer also provided €508m in 2010 to fund capital investment in 
water services. 


It is intended that domestic water charges will cover local authorities’ operational 
costs. A proportion of the capital cost of providing water services to the domestic 
sector will also be recovered through the charge. Overall it is anticipated that these 
measures could lead to annual savings of up to €500 million per annum on operating 
costs with further significant capital savings arising on a graduated basis the 
following years. These savings will arise as a result of the new revenue accruing from 
the water charges. 


In addition, savings will result from the incentive effects of the metering system 
which will reduce demand to economically efficient levels over both the short and 
long term. It is estimated that the value of the operational and capital savings that 
will accrue in this manner will be significant.


5.2.4 Investment in Water -    Page 84


Water services investment continues to be a key priority for Government and can 
deliver significant returns. We intend to prioritise investment in this area to achieve 
and 
maintain compliance with various requirements (including those arising from 
the implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive), to address issues in 
relation to the condition of water infrastructure in key urban centres  and to meet 
future demand requirements. Policy in this area is also geared toward reducing the 
level of water lost through leakages in the distribution network. It is intended that by 
2014 this investment will begin to be part funded by water charges. 


Water billing for domestic customers will be made on the basis of metered charges. 
This will require a nationwide project to install meters in domestic residences. The 
Department of Finance and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government have been in discussions with the NPRF regarding the funding of the 
domestic meter installation programme. The NPRF has agreed in principle to fund this 
programme up to an amount of €550 million subject to certain pre-conditions and in 
keeping with its commercial statutory remit. It is recognised by Government that a 
crucial element of implementing this initiative will be the appointment of a Water 
Regulator. 


The intended introduction of water charges by 2014 will start to reduce the level of 
general government investment required and lead to significant capital expenditure 
savings.


6.8 Financing Local Services – Page 98


One of the fundamental challenges we face is to put the funding of locally delivered 
services on a sound financial footing, to improve accountability and to better align 
the cost of providing services with the demand for such services. 


The Plan commits to a funding platform for local Government on a phased basis. An 
interim Site Value Tax will be introduced in 2012, applicable to all land other than 
agricultural land and land subject to commercial rates. The interim measure will 
involve a fixed local service contribution of about €100 per annum (€2 per week) 
which will raise €180 million from households. The final Site Value Tax will be 
introduced in 2013 when valuations have been completed.  


It is estimated that Site Value Tax will apply to 1.8 million households and zoned 
lands that would equate to an estimated further 700,000 houses. At an average of 
just over €200 per dwelling (or site) this would raises the €530 million full year 
amount targeted for the Plan period.   For full implementation of the tax, commercial 
rates will be moved to a site value basis also. 


These measures will have significant implications for the financing of local authorities, 
including a lower contribution from the Exchequer and from motor tax revenues. 


The Government revised the vehicle registration tax and motor tax systems on cars 
to be based on the CO2 emissions of the vehicle, rather than on engine size, with 
effect from 1 July 2008. This change has been highly successful in encouraging 
people to purchase lower emissions cars. However, the change in purchasing 
patterns, combined with other factors, is having an impact on revenue yields, 
especially in the case of motor tax over the medium term. 


During the Plan the current CO2 bands and rates structures will be examined in the 
light of the overall reductions in CO2 emission levels being made by car 
manufacturers and the standards set internationally with a view to adjusting the 
bands in line with technological advances on 1 January 2013.
H7/1312
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

Hayden’s Lane Access Road
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


REPLY:

“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 23rd 
November, 2010.


“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to 
consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,


Hayden’s Lane Access Road, Lucan 


as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.


No objections were received. 


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.”


It was proposed by Councillor D Keating, seconded by Councillor W Lavelle and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 
roads in Hayden’s Lane Access Road, Lucan as set out in the above report to be 
public roads.” 


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to 
be public roads.”


SCHEDULE FOR: Hayden’s Lane Access Road

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan
	                   TOWNLAND:   Adamstown 
	       B.C. NO: 1369
	 

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:   Lucan
	    DATE: August 2010
	 


 
	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Haydens Lane Access Road
	L5149
	475m
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with 12th Lock Road (R120), eastward to its junction with acces of Haydens Lane Pedestrian Footbridge and then southward for 40m. 



Total Length of Road for TIC: 475m”     
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge  and AGREED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”


PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES:-
H8a)/1312 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H8b)/1312 
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


“Re:    Tenant Purchase Scheme – Proposed Sale of Fee Simple 
Interests


It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed 
hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple 
interest in the properties


ADDRESS                               LESSEE(S)                      PURCHASE PRICE


52 Limekiln Green                   Angela Coyne                   €105.62


4 St. Patricks Cottages,


Grange Rd, Rathfarnham          Michael Mooney               €41.26

J. Horan


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor E. .Maloney, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe  and AGREED:
“That this Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001  disposes of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties
ADDRESS                               LESSEE(S)                      PURCHASE PRICE

52 Limekiln Green                   Angela Coyne                   €105.62

4 St. Patricks Cottages,

Grange Rd, Rathfarnham          Michael Mooney               €41.26”

H8c)(i)/1312 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME

15 Alpine Heights, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed 
hereunder to Marion and Michael Deegan to whom the site has been leased under 
the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Marion and Michael Deegan   have 
applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) 
(No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent 
payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	15 Alpine Heights   Clondalkin Dublin 22.  
	Marion and   Michael Deegan    
	29/09/1976
	Edward O’Dowd
	€313.00


J. Horan

County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  and AGREED:
“That this Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Marion and Michael Deegan to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Marion and Michael Deegan   have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum”.

H8c)(ii)/1312
Map - 15 Alpine Heights
H8c)(iii)/1312
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE 
SIMPLE INTEREST  



227 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght,  Dublin 24
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mrs. Maureen McDonnell to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mrs. Maureen McDonnell has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	227 Balrothery Estate Tallaght Dublin 24  
	Mrs. Maureen McDonnell    
	29/09/1972
	Siobhan O’Dea 
	€313.00


 
J. Horan


_____________________


County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  and AGREED:
“That this Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mrs. Maureen McDonnell to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mrs. Maureen McDonnell has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.”

H8c)(iii)/1312
Map - 227 Balrothery Estate
H8d)/1312  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT ESKER, LUCAN TO MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i)  Disposal:-  


“The Department of Education and Skills approached the Council to identify a site in 
the Lucan area for a  primary school. Having carried out an extensive examination of 
the Council’s lands, a site in Esker was identified, as outlined on Indicative Drawing 
No. Dev 11/2010  attached, as being suitable. 


I accordingly recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose of a site comprising 4.34 acres or 
thereabouts at Esker, Lucan as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing 
No. Dev 11/2010 to the Minister for Education and Skills, subject to the following 
terms and conditions:

 
1.     That the Council will dispose of the freehold interest in that part of the lands 
shown outlined in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. Dev 11/2010 c
comprising of approximately 4.34 acres to the Minister for Education and Skills.  A 
detailed drawing will be prepared and agreed between the parties.  


 2.     A monetary consideration in the sum of €450,000 (four hundred and fifty 
thousand) euro per acre plus VAT if applicable shall be paid by the Minister for 
Education and Skills to the Council on the closing of the sale.  


 3.     The Council will relocate the existing Parks Depot within the subject lands to 
other land in its ownership and the Minister for Education and Skills will carry all costs 
associated with the relocation of the existing Parks Depot to the new location.  This 
will include for the construction of a new Depot, ancillary building, facilities, 
boundaries, access road and services.  The completed Depot to be to a turn- key 
finished standard.  The estimated cost of the Depot is in the region of €2,250,000 
(two million two hundred and fifty thousand) euro plus VAT if applicable.  

 4.     The Minister for Education and Skills shall allow the Council sufficient time for 
the purposes of providing vacant possession of the subject lands.  


 5.     The Minister for Education and Skills shall notify the Council in writing i.e. the 
Director of Development, Parks and Roads two months in advance of its intention to 
enter onto the subject lands in order that the Parks Department may remove all 
workshop equipment and two portacabins.  For the avoidance of doubt the Council 
will not be responsible for carrying out any further works on the site prior to disposal.


 6.     The Minister for Education and Skills agrees to the transfer the full 
consideration of €4,203,000 (four million two hundred and three thousand) euro plus 
VAT if applicable to the Council by 20th December, 2010.  The foregoing monies shall 
be held by the Council on trust for the Minister until such time as legally binding 
contracts are entered into between the Minister and the Council.


 7.     The Minister for Education and Skills shall provide and erect a new boundary 
on the line A – B as shown on Indicative Drawing No. Dev 11/2010 and shall agree 
details with the Council’s Environmental Services Department.  

 
8.     The Minster for Education and Skills shall be responsible for payment of all the 
Council’s reasonable valuer’s and legal costs associated with the conveyance of the 
development.  


 9.     That the Council shall prepare accurate maps of the subject lands suitable for 
Land Registry purposes.  


 10. That the Council shall retain a wayleave and right of way for no consideration, 
over area hatched yellow on Indicative Drawing No. Dev 11/ 2010 for the purpose of 
access to and maintenance of services that exist within the subject lands or to any 
new services laid therein in the future, subject to the appropriate re-instatement of 
any lands so affected.  The Minister for Education and Skills will be responsible for 
the relocation of all or any services within the subject lands necessary for the 
development of the site, subject to agreement with the Council’s Environmental 
Services Department.


11. The Minister for Education and Skills shall identify a site within the subject lands 
or elsewhere in the Esker area for the provision of a pre-school.


 12. That the Minister for Education and Skills shall obtain planning permission for the 
proposed development of the subject lands.  


 13. That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and may 
include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions 
and modifications thereto as shall be agreed between the Council and Minister for 
Education and Skills.  

 
The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council 
(formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands 
pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 


J. Horan 

County Manager”

(ii)  Map of Site at Esker
(iii)Proposal to Initiate PART 8:- 

“Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2007 

“Proposed Part 8 Public Consultation for the construction of a Park Depot, 
ancillary services and changing room pavilion at Griffeen Valley Park, 
Hayden’s Lane, Lucan. 


It is proposed to commence a Part 8 public consultation process for the construction 
of a park depot in Griffeen Valley Park. The proposal arises from the proposed 
disposal of the existing park depot, located at Esker Lodge, Esker Lane, Lucan, to the 
Department of Education who recently sought the Council’s assistance in the 
provision of a site for the construction of a primary school in the Esker area. 


The proposal is to provide a replacement park depot in the Griffeen Valley Park 
Regional Park with access from the existing park entrance at Hayden’s Lane in 
accordance with the attached plans and particulars. The teams accommodated on the 
exiting pitch on the subject site will be accommodated on alternative pitches in 
Griffeen Valley Park.


The proposal will include the following:-

1) Construction of a park depot building of approximately 755m2 which will 
include staff welfare facilities (changing and lockers, showers & canteen), 
office, reception area for schools / park visitors.

2) Construction of a machinery/vehicle storage building of approximately 825m2 
incorporating craftsman workshop of approximately 273m2. 

3) Construction of staff car parking, bunded diesel fuel tank, material storage 
bays, external storage area, vehicle wash bay, safe circulation area and 
landscaping and boundary treatment.

4) Construction of a pavilion of approximately 380m2 to provide  permanent 
changing room facilities for the playing pitches in the park. Ten dressing 
rooms, referee changing facilities, toilets, showers and storage space will be 
provided in this building. 

5) Construction of a new access road, as indicated on Site Location 
Drawing No. 
P08 – 001, with vehicle passing bay, low rail boundary treatment and 
pedestrian crossing points from the existing entrance off Hayden’s Lane to 
the location of the new depot. Provision of services including water, drainage, 
utilities and telecoms.

6) Minor re-alignment of existing, previously approved footpath and cyclepath 
circulation routes.

7) Vehicle access bridge across the Griffeen River.


All on a site of approximately 2 acres ( 8,000m2) as indicated on Site Location 
Drawing No. P8 - 001. 


With the agreement of the Members, it is proposed to advertise the proposed works 
at the earliest opportunity.”
Mr J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Road, gave a comprehensive presentation on both the proposal to dispose of the site to the Department of Education site for the construction of a primary school in the Esker area, and of the intention to commence a Part 8 public consultation process for the construction of a new park depot in Griffeen Valley Park, to replace the existing depot located in the proposed disposal site at Esker. 

Mr. Walsh stressed that in order for this site to be successfully disposed of to the Department of Education and Skills that it was imperative that the proposed relocation of the depot under the Part 8 procedure be successful.  The instigation of the Part 8 procedure would ensure that the Department of Education and Skills would lodge the agreed €4.2m with the council for the purchase of the site and cost of the depot relocation.


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Lahart, Dowds, Tuffy, Keating, Lavelle, O’Connell, Jones, Crowe and Gilligan.


All Members who spoke were in favour of the disposal as most had campaigned for many years for additional educational facilities in this area and welcomed the proposed construction of a new school.  The discussion also centered around the proposed relocation of the new depot in Griffeen Valley Park and while most Members were in agreement that the facilities such as pre-school in the new school and changing rooms adjacent to the depot were welcome in the area, some were concerned at the likely impact of the development of a new depot on traffic congestion around the school and what measure must be put in place to alleviate any problems of this nature.


Councillor E. Tuffy expressed his appreciation of the efforts of management in ensuring that the Part 8 application which would go on public display had been sufficiently altered to take residents concerns into consideration, and all Members acknowledged the considerable negotiations which were undertaken by Mr. Walsh with the Department of Education and Skills and the successful outcome of those negotiations.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds   and  AGREED that a Roll Call Vote would be taken on this motion:  
“That subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 this Council disposes of a site comprising 4.34 acres or thereabouts at Esker, Lucan as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. Dev 11/2010 to the Minister for Education and Skills, subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report”.
The result of the vote was as follows:
FOR:               24 (Twenty Four)

AGAINST:       0 (None)
ABSENT:          2 (Two)   (Councillors Gilligan and Lahart)
ABSTAINED:   0 (None)


The disposal was AGREED. 
The report on initiation of Part 8 was NOTED.
Mr. Walsh thanked the local Members and the Community representative for their input.

H9/1312
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING PROGRAMME
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The following are designated locations  throughout the County for disposal of 
Christmas Trees - the Programme will run from 6th to 15th January  2011 inclusive.


 LUCAN

 Beechpark  open space


 Sarsfield Park open space


 Hayden’s Lane Car Park in Griffeen Valley (to replace the Green Waste Facility at 
 Esker)

PALMERSTON
 
Glenaulin Park

 


CLONDALKIN
 
Corkagh Park (St. Johns Road entrance  car park)

 
Corkagh Park (Green Isle car park at  entrance to caravan park)

 
Collinstown Park

 
Quarryvale Park

 
Foxdene open space

 
Foxborough Park open space

 
Grand Canal Park (junction Bawnogue and Lockview Road)


 
 SAGGART

 Parks Depot on Mill Lane

 TALLAGHT

 Raheen open space (opposite Raheen Shopping Centre)


 Sean Walsh Park - Storage area behind Old Bawn Community College, near Parks 
 Depot, off Whitestown Way

 GREENHILLS

 Tymon Park - Limekiln car park


 Tymon Park - Tymon North Road car park


 
 TEMPLEOGUE

 Orwell open space - opposite Orwell Shopping Centre

 OLD BAWN

 Aylesbury open space (beside shopping centre)


 
 FIRHOUSE

 Car park at Cherryfield (off the link road between Firhouse Road and Spawell 

 Roundabout)


 
 RATHFARNHAM

 Rathfarnham Castle Park - Car Park.”

Councillor P. Kearns noted that at a deputation meeting of local residents the location for collection of trees at Orwell Park was discussed. Residents felt that this location was not suitable and requested this collection point be moved to the adjacent car park.

A discussion followed in relation to location of collection points and clarification on final decisions was requested.  The Mayor requested that Members contact the Manager for final clarification.


A general discussion on the programme cost and the inevitable negative impact it would have on other aspects of the Parks programme, such as pruning and planting followed.  Members were informed of the payroll cost of the operation.


Councillors Ridge and O’Connell both agreed that due to the large costs involved in providing this service the “Polluter Pays Principle” should be applied to disposal of Christmas Trees.
The report was NOTED.

FILLING OF COMMITTEE VACANCIES:-

H10a)/1312
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


 “Section 36 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (PDF, 312KB) provides for the 
establishment of a joint policing committee in each local authority administrative 
area. The function of the committees is set out in section 36(2) of the same Act.  


In accordance with the guidelines published by Minister for Justice, Equality and Law 
Reform and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, South 
Dublin County Council shall have 14 Elected members with at least 2 from each local 
electoral area.  In addition, the Cathaoirleach shall be an ex-officio member of the 
JPC South Dublin County Council has 14 elected representatives on the South Dublin 
Joint Policing Committee as follows:


Councillors  Robert Dowds, Paddy Cosgrave, Sean Crowe, Gino Kenny, Matthew 
McDonagh, Guss O’Connell, Catriona Jones, William Lavelle, Brian Lawlor, Cait Keane, 
Emma Coburn, John Lahart, Eamonn Walsh and John Hannon. 


Councillor Cait Keane has recently advised of her resignation from the committee and 
it is now a matter for this committee to make a recommendation for the filling of this 
vacancy.”   


 It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and 
RESOLVED:


 “That Councillor C. Brophy be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Joint Policing 
Committee”.


This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED:
“That Councillor C. Brophy be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Joint Policing Committee”.
Councillor P. Cosgrave enquired as to why the JPC Meetings had been held in Clondalkin as opposed to the Council Chamber in Tallaght.  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development replied that it was felt that the Clondalkin offices were more conducive to meetings of this nature.

H10b)/1310 
ALTERNATING OF POSITION OF SPC CHAIR

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
 
“Councillor Paddy Cosgrave replaced Councillor Eamon Maloney as member and Chair 
of the Housing & Social Development in July 2010.   As a result he became a member 
of  4 SPCs (Housing & Social Development (CHAIR) Arts Culture Gaeilge, Sports and 
Transportation).


Councillor Marie Corr is currently a member  of two SPCs (Arts Culture Gaeilge and 
Economic Development).


In order to address this imbalance it is now being proposed that Councillor Cosgrave 
and Councillor Corr alternate SPC chairs with representation on SPCs as follows:


Cllr Cosgrave:
1. Arts Culture Gaeilge Education & Libraries SPC  (Chair) 

2. Sports SPC 

3. Transportation                           


Cllr Corr:
1. Housing and Social Development SPC (Chair) 

2. Arts Culture Gaeilge Education & Libraries 


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and 
RESOLVED:


 “That, in order to address this imbalance it is now being proposed that Councillor 
Cosgrave and Councillor Corr alternate SPC chairs with representation on SPCs as 
stated in the foregoing report”.


This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff  and AGREED:
 “That, in order to address the imbalance as outlined in the foregoing report, it is now being proposed that Councillor Cosgrave and Councillor Corr alternate SPC chairs with representation on SPCs as stated in the foregoing report”.

H10c)/1312 
NOMINATION TO LOCAL TRAVELLER CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee was established by the 


Council in 1999 under the provisions of S21 of the Housing (Traveller 
Accommodation) Act, 1998.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1998/en/act/pub/0033/sec0022.html" S22 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) 
Act, 1998 specifies that an appointing authority shall appoint a Chairperson and 
specifies that the number of members of the Council to be appointed to the 
Consultative Committee shall not exceed one half of the membership and the number 
of representatives of Local Travellers and Traveller bodies shall be not less than one 
quarter of the membership of the Consultative Committee.


At South Dublin County Council meeting on the 12th October 2009 Elaine Cussey Co-
Ordinator  of Tallaght Traveller Community Development Project was appointed to 
the LTACC.


Ms Cussey has now resigned form TTCDP and by letter dated 29th September 2010 
TTCDP have proposed that their newly appointed Co-Ordinator Mark Bradley be 
appointed to the LTACC as her replacement.


It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement for Ms Cussey to the LTACC 
and this is now before the Members for consideration.”  


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and 
RESOLVED:


“That Mr. Mark Bradley of Tallaght Travellers Community Development 
Programme be appointed to the LTCC to replace Ms Cussey.”


This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor  E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge  and AGREED:
“That Mr. Mark Bradley of Tallaght Travellers’ Community Development Programme is appointed to the Local Traveller Consultative Committee to replace Ms Cussey”.

H11/1312
PROVISION OF FSAI STATUTORY FUNCTIONS ON BEHALF OF DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL BY SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL.  (PROPOSED AGREEMENT UNDER SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) is responsible under the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland Act, 1998 for the enforcement of food safety standards 
throughout the country. This is acheived in the Dublin Region through a contracting 
arrangements with the Dublin Local Authorities and is delivered through the 
Veterinary Services Sections of the Councils. In relation to the South Dublin, Fingal 
and Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown administrative areas, Agreements are in place between 
the Local Authorites for South Dublin County Council to provide the service for and on 
behalf of the other local authorities in their areas. 


Dublin City Council has to date provided the service within it's own area. The City's 
current FSAI contract is due to expire on 31st December 2010 and in accordance with 
Section 48 (10) of the Act, the City Council has notified the FSAI that the City Council 
is not in a position to renew the contract for a further period.


South Dublin County Council have been in discussions with the FSAI with regard 
to providing the food safety functions in the Dublin City Council administrative 
area. The FSAI have confirmed that additional costs of such an arrangement will be 
recouped in full from the FSAI and future payments will be made directly to South 
Dublin County Council. Agreement has been reached that South Dublin County 
Council is therefore in a position to provide the service from 01/01/2011. 


In order for this arrangement to be put in place an agreement under Section 85 of 
the Local Government Act 2001 between South Dublin County Council and Dublin 
City Council is required. As the making of an agreement under Section 85 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 is a reserved function, it will be necessary for the following 
motion to be passed by this Council -


“That South Dublin County Council enters into an agreement under Section 85 of the 
Local Government Act 2001 with Dublin City Council to carry out statutory Food 
Safety Functions on behalf of Dublin City Council for the City of Dublin.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That South Dublin County Council enters into an agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Dublin City Council to carry out statutory Food Safety Functions on behalf of Dublin City Council for the City of Dublin.”
H12/1213
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF PARKING BYE-LAWS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The attached Motion was tabled at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting held 
on Tuesday, 9th November, 2010.


Following discussion, the Area Committee AGREED that 


“this Area Committee recommends to the Council that Schedule 2 of the Control of 
Parking Bye-Laws 2010 be amended to include pay parking on Saturdays in 
Rathfarnham Village as requested by the Traders Association, Rathfarnham Village."


If the Council agrees the parking bye-laws will be amended accordingly.
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday, November 09, 2010

MOTION NO. 11


MOTION: Councillor C. Keane

"That this Committee recommends that the Rathfarnham Parking Bye-laws schedule 
2 be amended to include pay parking on Saturdays on Main Street Rathfarnham 
Village as requested by the Traders Association Rathfarnham village."


REPORT:

Following the public consultation for the Control of Parking Bye Laws 2010 the 
proposal for Monday to Saturday paid parking in Rathfarnham village was 
inadvertently removed for the Main Street and adjoining area. Should this motion be 
approved the necessary arrangements will be put in place to provide ‘tariff A – 
Monday to Saturday’ so that all areas in Rathfarnham are Monday to Saturday.”
It was proposed by Councillor E, Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff  and AGREED:
"That Schedule 2 of the Control of Parking Bye-Laws 2010 be amended to include pay parking on Saturdays in Rathfarnham Village as requested by the Traders Association, Rathfarnham village”.

 H13/1312
REPORT ON PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER EXISTING PATHWAY 
ALONGSIDE 1 RAHEEN DRIVE, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght  Area Committee Meeting (2) 
held on Monday 22nd November. 2010.


Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, 
seconded by Councillor M. Duff, and AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the procedure to extinguish 
the  public right of way over existing pathway and open space along side of 1, 
Raheen Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24  as outlined in red on map marked 1355-02, not 
be initiated.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 
Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the procedure to extinguish the  public right of 
way over existing pathway and open space along side of 1, Raheen Drive, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24  as outlined in red on map marked 1355-02, not be initiated.”
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 22ND NOVEMBER, 2010

HEADED ITEM NO. 12(i)


PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER EXISTING PATHWAY AND OPEN SPACE 
ALONG SIDE OF 1, RAHEEN DRIVE. TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24. MAP MARKED 
1355-02.


At the County Council Meeting held on 9th November, 2009 South Dublin County 
Council in exercise of its power pursuant to Section 73 of the Roads Act 1993, made 
a decision not to extinguish the public right-of-way over the pathway alongside 1, 
Raheen Drive, Tallaght, map ref RE 0703 refers.


By letter 15th October, 2010 McMahon Goldrick Solicitors have stated that the owner 
of 1, Raheen Drive, Tallaght is the owner of a strip of land outside his boundary wall. 
This strip of land comprises a public footpath and open space both of which are in 
the maintenance and charge of the Council.  The resident has submitted a map 
marked 1355-02 outlining in red the strip of land in his ownership.  He proposes to 
relocate the existing footpath as per this drawing.  To progress this proposal it would 
be necessary to extinguish the public right of way over the area outlined in red on 
map marked 1355-02.   


This proposal is before the Committee for its recommendation.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff   and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the procedure to extinguish the  public right of way over existing pathway and open space along side of 1, Raheen Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24  as outlined in red on map marked 1355-02, not be initiated.”

H14/1312
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OVER LANEWAY TO SIDE OF 2 BEECHFIELD CLOSE AND TO REAR OF 2 - 18 (EVEN) BEECHFIELD CLOSE, DUBLIN 12

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght  Area Committee Meeting (2) held on Monday 22nd November. 2010.


Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, 
seconded by Councillor D. Looney, and AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of 
way over laneway to side of 2 Beechfield Close and to rear of 2-18 (even) 
Beechfield Close, Dublin 12. Map Ref:  RE 1036 be extinguished.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 
Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over laneway to side of 2 
Beechfield Close and to rear of 2-18 (even) Beechfield Close, Dublin 12. Map Ref:  RE 
1036 be extinguished.”

COMHAIRLE CONTAE  ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS 

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF TALLLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

22ND NOVEMBER, 2010

HEADED ITEM NO 12(iii)


PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER 
LANEWAY TO SIDE OF 2 BEECHFIELD CLOSE AND TO REAR OF 2-18 (even) 
BEECHFIELD CLOSE, DUBLIN 12.  MAP REF: RE 1036

The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 
26th April, 2010.


“A Petition has been received from Residents of Beechfield Close and Wellington 
Court requesting the closure of the laneway to side of No 2 Beechfield Close and to 
rear of 2-18 Beechfield Close, Dublin 12 due to anti-social behaviour.  It is proposed 
to affect the closure by means of the erection of a gate to the side of No 2 Beechfield 
Close and the construction of a wall to the rear of No 18 Beechfield Close.”

             Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 
6th May, 2010 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the 
Roads 
Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for 
an oral hearing was Tuesday 22nd June, 2010.


No submissions were received.


Public Lighting have reported no columns located in this laneway.


Water Section report “a 4 inch diameter watermain is located in the side lane 
adjacent to 2, Beechfield Close which serves Wellington Court apartments.  
Unhindered access to this watermain is required at all times.”


Drainage Section
Surface water Sewer: No surface water implications





Foul Sewer:

 No foul sewer implications


Bord Gais have reported the presence of a 90mm Gas main within the proposed 
extinguishment. They will require access to this main at all times, alternatively it 
might be possible to alter this main but this is a chargeable activity.” 


Eircom have no services in the laneway.


UPC have no issue with this proposal. 


ESB have services in the laneway but have no objections but insist there are 
contacted before the commencement of any works.


It is proposed to affect the closure by means of the erection of a gate to the side of 
No 2 Beechfield Close and the construction of a wall to the rear of No 18 Beechfield 
Close. The residents have confirmed that they will apply for planning permission for 
these works and that they will give a key for the gate to the Council’s Environmental 
Services Department and Bord Gais.  


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved 
function of the Council. 


Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the 
Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor D. Looney  and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over laneway to side of 2 Beechfield Close and to rear of 2-18 (even) Beechfield Close, Dublin 12. Map Ref:  RE 1036 be extinguished.”

H15/1312
RAISING OF LOANS FOR HOUSING PURPOSES FOR 2011 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for 
the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.


It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a 
general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than 
specific resolutions for individual loan types.


Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €34,000,000


from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing 
Acts during the year ending 31st December 2011, and including:

· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King   
and AGREED:
“That this Council raise loans to a limit of €34,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2011, and including:
· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ministerial
Co1/1312
Letter, dated 16th November 2010, from Minister for Community, Equality & Gaeltacht Affairs regarding motion passed in relation to Drugs Task Force funding

Co2/1312
Correspondence, dated 17th November 2010, from Minister for Health regarding motion passed in relation to Tallaght Hospital Review

Co3/1312
Correspondence, dated 24th November 2010, from Minister for Health & Children regarding motion passed in relation to closure of childrens hospital in Tallaght.

Other

Co4/1312
Letter, dated 03rd November 2010, from Dublin City Council regarding Cash for Gold enterprises.
Co5/1312
Letter, dated 04th November 2010, from Monaghan Town Council regarding Plight of the Self-Employed

Co6/1312
Correspondence, dated 12th November 2010, from Offaly County Council to ESB regarding proposed electricity price increase.

Co7/1312
Correspondence, dated 25th November 2010, from North Tipperary County Council regarding JPCs

Co8/1312
Correspondence, dated 25th November 2010, from Monaghan Town Council in relation to Fuel Allowance.
The above letters were NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/1312
Mayors Business -

MINIMUM  WAGE

It was proposed by  Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:


“That this Council condemns the government decision to push the lowest paid in society by reducing the minimum wage.”


REPORT:

“Details of this motion, if passed, will be conveyed to the Taoiseach, Minister for 
Finance and Minister for Social Protection.” 
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, spoke on this Motion and his opposition on the government’s decision to reduce the minimum wage in the Budget 2010.  He stated that the whole concept of the minimum wage was to protect the most vulnerable members of society.

Councillors King, Cosgrave, Jones, Corr, Duff, Brophy, Kearns, Dowds, Crowe, Looney, Keating and Gilligan all spoke in support of the motion.  Members were of the opinion that the decision would force huge numbers into poverty and would eventually have a detrimental effect on Social Welfare payments, leading and encouraging people not to work. It was also suggested that the cut would not in fact raise any additional income for the government but would only manage to give the money back to employers.  

Councillor Gilligan, although in support of the motion, spoke in defence of the government’s action and challenged the views of other Members.
The Motion was AGREED.
M3/1312
HOUSEHOLD WASTE MANAGEMENT 


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor M. Corr: 

“That this Council affirms its  support for the publicly provided and managed household waste management system operated by SDCC, acknowledges the importance of certain features of the system including the Council funded Waiver Scheme, the absence of a standing charge, and the 3 Bin system to promote waste reduction and re-cycling. We express our commitment to working with the Manager and staff in solving the problems experienced in recent months, including Bank Holiday Monday collections, and uncertainties and difficulties being experienced by  many householders in using the Brown Bin as effectively and safely as possible, and requests the Manager to provide a report on the Bin collection system and its operation since the beginning of the roll out of the Brown Bins, and to confirm that the instructions for use of the Brown Bin have been fully assessed and are compliant with best practice and all regulations. We further request the Manager to consider an expanded programme of providing 
information  to householders on using the 3 Bin system correctly and with 
maximum cost effectiveness to them.”


REPORT:

“South Dublin County Council currently operates an integrated waste 
management 
system that services over 75,000 households and the council 
commitment to the collection is such that this service is provided countywide 
regardless of location or economic status of the customer. The Council has 
implemented an electronic waste management system that makes the Council 
service easier and more efficient by eliminating tags and adopting a modern 
innovative and technology waste charge card system. South Dublin County Council 
is committed to a pay per lift system only and 
there are currently over 18,000 
households availing of the waiver system operated by the authority.  It should be 
noted that the waiver scheme has seen a significant increase in the number of 
applications received since January.


In relation to the bank holiday issue a proposal for the restructuring of the refuse 
collection service in tandem with the introduction of the brown bin included a 
provision for collections to take place on the actual bank holiday itself was negotiated 
with the unions with talks concluding in May this year.    This negotiated proposal 
was however rejected following a ballot of refuse collection staff.   Following this 
there was intensive discussions with the Labour Relations Commissions which 
enabled the introduction of the brown bin.  Part of the agreement at that time with 
the LRC was that there would be further talks in early October which would 
encompass the presentation rates following the brown bin.   Arrangements were 
made to ensure that a collection was provided on Bank Holiday Monday 25th 
October  at a cost of approximately €19,000 and some 3,700 bins were collected.  It 
is also worth noting that the presentation rates of brown bins on Monday routes are 
quite good considering the early stage of its introduction we are at and as a result 
this is reducing the issue in relation to the black bin collections.  


The Integrated Waste System includes all of the elements, which contribute to a 
cleaner county.  In essence it includes the residual waste collection, the bio waste 
collection, the green bin service, the civic amenity centre, the major infrastructure of 
the landfill, baling station and regional waste to energy project, the awareness and 
promotion elements, the bring banks, the enforcement unit. The Council is providing 
the maximum control of waste costs to each household. Every household will have 2 
Brown Bin (140 litre),2 Green Bin (240 litre) and 2 Black Bin (240 litre) collection 
each month.


The Council commenced delivery of Brown bins free of charge to customers on the 
high density routes on June 21st 2010.   Each Household received a 140 litre Brown 
Bin and an information pack explaining the Environmental Requirements for the 
introduction of the bin system and a calendar detailing the alternating presentation 
schedule.  A self-adhesive schematic was provided for the householder to attach to 
the bin to give a quick overview of what could be disposed of into the bin. To aid 
householders in utilising the brown bin a lo-call line was set up for customers with 
queries relating to the Brown bin and the nature of the waste to be disposed of 
therein.


The Council has information on its website relating to the Brown bin and following 
discussions with the treatment facility the Council has agreed to permit the use of 
Compostable bags into the bins if the customer wishes to use such a product to 
contain their waste matter. The Council will continue to monitor the presentation of 
waste within the bins and will advise customers accordingly when issues arise.


 The projection figures for waste diversion were 30% of the waste from Black bins 
being diverted to the brown bin. This would give an annual figure of 17,000 tonnes of 
bio-waste being collected, which equates to approximately 330 tonnes of bio waste a 
week.   The first brown bin collection was on the 28th June 2010 and the tonnage 
collected was 8.5 tonnes.   


During the week commencing 15th November, approximately 364tonnes of bio waste 
was collected from over 13,000 customers. These figures show that customers have 
a good understanding of the materials to be placed in the bin. The key elements of 
this service will be the participation and the average bin weights presented.  The 
Council will continue to monitor the brown bins and engage with the stakeholders to 
gather information in relation to awareness, technical knowledge and attitudes.”
It was agreed to take Motions 4, 5 and 15 as follows in conjuction with this Motion:
M4/1312
WASTE MANAGEMENT 


It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this council calls for -


1 The reintroduction of the Saturday Collection of Bin for customers of this 
Council who have Black bin Collections on a Bank Holiday Monday.


2. The introduction of a new system to inform people of problems, collection date changes and  increases in charges as the current methods are not working satisfactorily. 


3. A rotation of the day that households have there bins collected, a 5 year rotating basis would ensure fairness for all households in relation to the impact of bank holidays.”

REPORT:


“A proposal for the restructuring of the refuse collection service in tandem with the 
introduction of the brown bin included a provision for collections to take place on the 
actual bank holiday itself was negotiated with the unions with talks concluding in May 
this year.    This negotiated proposal was however rejected following a ballot of 
refuse 
collection staff.   Following this there was intensive discussions with the 
Labour Relations Commission which enabled the introduction of the brown bin.  Part 
of the agreement at that time with the LRC was that there would be further talks in 
early October which would encompass the presentation rates following the brown 
bin.  Therefore talks under the auspices of the Labour Relations Commission to 
resolve the issue of bank holiday refuse collections and other issues took place and 
resulted in the provision of a collection on Bank Holiday Monday 25th October at a 
collection only cost of approximately €19,000.  Some 3,700 bins were collected on 
this day.  When this is compared with statistics used to analyse the previous saturday 
collections it is a presentation of which is a presentation rate of 24%.  The 
previous Saturdays yielded approximately 10% while the daily presentation was 40%.


Saturday collections in lieu of bank holidays were discontinued because of low grey 
bin presentation rates combined with high costs of providing such collections.  The 
presentation rates for these collections were running at between 5% and 10% and 
the discontinuing of it was part of the strategy of keeping costs to the customer at a 
minimum.


There has been an ongoing campaign to encourage refuse collection customers to 
register their mobile phone numbers for text updates in relation to the service and to 
date almost one third of all customers have done so with more than 24,000 numbers 
now stored.  This shows that the preference of customers for the text message 
communication which it is considered best suits the refuse collection service as the 
service is subject to short notice changes which do not easily lend themselves to 
other means of communication.  This service is complimented by the standard 
practice of web and e-mail updates which combine to reach large numbers of 
customers and facilitates information spreading by word of mouth thereafter where it 
is not possible to communicate directly with every resident of the County at short 
notice.  Plans are in hand to enable customers to register for information on the 
Council website so that direct communication across a wide range of services can be 
provided.


However, where possible, and where necessary, such as in the case of the recent 
price changes for the waste collection service, leaflets can be delivered to every 
household in the County and other media such as press releases and adverts as well 
as social network media can also be used.  The recent increase in charges was 
notified to every household by means a direct leaflet campaign.  The brown bin has 
been delivered to each customer’s home and has been accompanied by an 
information pack.  There was significant advertising in the media prior to the 
introduction of the automated advance credit system and this was followed by each 
customer being individually notified with an information pack accompanying their new 
waste card.  The Council uses all media available to it in communicating with 
customers


It has previously been acknowledged that customers ordinarily collected on Mondays 
are affected more than others and refuse routes are being examined to explore 
available options to lessen this impact.  Additionally, it was agreed following 
discussions in the Labour Relations Commission after the ballot referred to above, 
that a full examination of refuse collection routes will be carried out  using route 
optimisation software and current supply issues to determine what improvements can 
be made to the overall service having regard for the customer base, location and 
presentation rates.


 considering the early stage of its introduction we are at and as a result this is 
reducing the issue in relation to the black bin collections.  In addition, refuse 
collection staff have collected all backlogs of waste including any side waste 
presented in black bin collections following the bank holiday over two days - Monday 
16th August and Saturday 21st August.  A combined total of 9,904 bins were 
presented - giving a presentation rate of 50% and containing 384 tonnes of residual 
rate.  It should also be noted that on the Monday directly after the bank holiday a 
brown bin collection took place and there were 4,544 bins presented - a presentation 
of 30% and containing 105 tonnes of bio waste.  The review of routes will form part 
of an overall review.”
M5/1312
CURRENT BIN COLLECTION


It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn and seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Council requests the Manager review the current collection sequence for Black & Brown Bins in order to maximise the collection options for households and minimise the type of non -recyclable waste accumulating (e.g. nappies).”


REPORT:

“A proposal for the restructuring of the refuse collection service in tandem with the 
introduction of the brown bin included a provision for collections to take place on the 
actual bank holiday itself was negotiated with the unions with talks concluding in May 
this year.    This negotiated proposal was however rejected following a ballot of 
refuse collection staff.   Following this there was intensive discussions with the 
Labour Relations Commissions which enabled the introduction of the brown bin.  The 
situation in relation to waste is one which requires on-going review as presentation 
rates and customer behaviour alter continuously.    While the bank holiday issue was 
resolved for October, with a collection provided on the Bank Holiday Monday  at a  
straight collection cost of approximately €19,000 and with some 3,700 bins 
collected.   When this is compared with statistics used to analyse the previous 
Saturday collections it is a presentation of  which is a presentation rate of 24%.  The 
previous Saturday yielded approximately 10% while the daily presentation was 
40%.Further discussions on other issues which are relevant to the overall customer 
base will take place including the collection sequence but it should be noted that 
where residual or bio-waste is wrapped well issues of odour are controlled.


It has previously been acknowledged that customers ordinarily collected on Mondays 
are affected more than others and refuse routes are being examined to explore 
available options to lessen this impact.  Additionally, it was agreed following 
discussions in the Labour Relations Commission after the ballot referred to above, 
that a full examination of refuse collection routes will be carried out using route 
optimisation software to determine what improvements can be made to the overall 
service having regard for the customer base, location and presentation rates.  The 
issue raised can be included in the parameters set to the optimisation software.”
M15/1312   
BANK HOLIDAY COLLECTION


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney and seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh:


“That this Council, in light of the severe inconvenience caused to many local 
residents due to the non-collection of bins on the August Bank Holiday and the 
increased health and safety risk caused by delays in collecting the newly-
introduced brown bins, calls for the implementation of either (a) Bank Holiday 
Monday refuse collections or (b) the organisation of alternative collections for 
residents missing out on collections due to Bank Holidays, in advance of the 
October Bank Holiday.”


REPORT:

“As previously acknowledged, there was some inconvenience to customers on Bank 
Holidays since the switch to fortnightly refuse collections and, in line with previous 
commitments, negotiations with staff representatives to provide a resolution to this 
issue resulted in waste collections being provided on Monday 25th October to all 
regular Monday routes at a cost of approximately €19,000.  Members and customers 
were notified by text message, web updates and twitter messages and resulted in 
approximately 3,700 bins being collected.”
         
Councillor Tuffy outlined his position in relation to Motion 3.
A debate followed on the matter with contributions from Councillors Brophy, Coburn, Looney, Keating, Cosgrave, O’Connell, Corr, Kearns, Lavelle, Gilligan and Hannon.

The main points raised were in relation to:


· Reintroduction of Saturday collections
· A rotating schedule to ensure each residents shares the burden of Bank Holidays
· Problems being experienced with Brown Bin collections
· The Council competing on a real level with private Contractors
· The current Waiver System and its impact on our expenditure
· The use of text messaging and website updates which may exclude large number of elderly in our area
· Importance of the Council continuing to provide this service

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental 
Services responded to the Members comments and stated that:-

· The Council makes enormous effort to provide a value for money service.
· The issue with the Brown Bins was being investigated and any residents who were due a refund – where under 5 kg emptied -  as a result of bins not emptying properly would be accommodated.  
        Using text and web messaging to reach all residents: acknowledgement  that although there was a minority who did not use these methods it was by the far the most effective of getting timely information to people where the service requires an up to the minute update.  The issue of advertising in papers was not possible due to the timeframes and significant cost involved. 
     It might be that a calendar could resolve some issues but not where immediate changes are required
        There are 18,500 residents on waivers and this was costing in the region of €3.4m which is directly taken from the Council’s own budgets and the cost has decreased per customer.
        There was a problem with green bins however Greyhound will be collecting “side waste” (once it is properly presented) following recent disruptions to the service
        Closure of Kill landfill had presented serious implications for the management of the county’s residual waste.
County Manager Mr. J. Horan advised that waste management is an executive function and that the passing of any motion would be considered in that context.  
Councillor C. Brophy proposed the following amendment to Motion 3 which was seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:

“That this Council affirms its support for the publicly provided and managed household waste management system “on the basis of a value for money ethos” operated by SDCC acknowledges the importance of certain features of the system including the Council funded Waiver Scheme, the absence of a standing charge, and the 3 Bin system to promote waste reduction and re-cycling. We express our commitment to working with the Manager and staff in solving the problems experienced in recent months, including Bank Holiday Monday collections, and uncertainties and difficulties being experienced by  many householders in using the Brown Bin as effectively and safely as possible, and requests the Manager to provide a report on the Bin collection system and its operation since the beginning of the roll out of the Brown Bins, and to confirm that the instructions for use of the Brown Bin have been fully assessed and are compliant with best practice and all regulations. We further request the Manager to consider an expanded programme of providing information to householders on using the 3 Bin system correctly and with maximum cost effectiveness to them.
Not all Members present supported the amendment and it was put to the floor for a show of hands resulting as follows: 

For 
   6

Against  8
The amendment to the Motion FELL and MOTION 3 was PASSED while 
County Manager Mr. J. Horan reiterated that waste management is an executive function and that the passing of any motion would be considered in that context.  
There followed a show of hands in relation to the Motions 4, 5 and 15 as follows:

MOTION 4 was PASSED 
County Manager Mr. J. Horan advised that waste management is an executive function and that the passing of any motion would be considered in that context.  
MOTION 5 was PASSED 
County Manager Mr. J. Horan advised that waste management is an executive function and that the passing of any motion would be considered in that context.  

MOTION 15 was PASSED  

County Manager Mr. J. Horan advised that waste management is an executive function and that the passing of any motion would be considered in that context.  
SM/1312    SUSPENSORY MOTION  - Submitted by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor M. Corr
In accordance with Standing Order no. 74, Mayor Councillor E. Maloney proposed to suspend Standing Orders for 10 minutes in order to deal with a Suspensory Motion submitted by Councillor G. Kenny subject to the requirement that two-thirds of the Members present vote in favour.  The majority was reached.

Suspensory Motion:

 “We support the stance taken by the students of Coláiste Bríde and Moyle Park in relation to educational cuts that will have a direct impact on all students in Ireland. We view with concern reports that any student could be facing expulsion from school for such actions. We as Councillors appeal to any board of management not to punish any student in standing up for his or her fellow student’s educational future”.

At the outset of the debate Councillor T. Ridge wished it to be noted that no student had at this point been expelled from the school in question.
Councillors T. Delaney and C. Brophy stated that they did not support this Motion as discipline in classrooms was essential and although they both acknowledged a person’s right to protest, they  did not agree with the manner in which this particular protest had been made.

Councillors Looney, Cosgrave, Kearns and O’Connell spoke in favour of the Motion and supported the students’ action.
The motion was put to the floor and the result was as follows:

For
       8

Against      4

The Motion was CARRIED.

M17/1312
GEOTHERMAL ENERGY

It was 
proposed by Councillor T. Delaney seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED without debate:
“That this Council, following the enthusiastic support for the geothermal planning application at the October Council meeting now resolves to write to Minister Conor Lenihan asking him to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure that deep geothermal technology becomes part of the renewable energy feed-in tariff scheme, REFIT, without which the project is unlikely to proceed.”


REPORT:
“If the motion is passed a letter will issue to Minister Conor Lenihan asking him to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure that deep geothermal technology becomes part of the renewable energy feed-in tariff scheme, REFIT.”
M18/1312
 BAN ON FUR

It was Proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED without debate:
“This Council condemns the importation and sale of real fur in Ireland and supports the campaign by CAFT Ireland by agreeing to ban the importation and sale of real fur in South Dublin County.”


REPORT:
“While it is not possible for the Council to enforce a ban on the importation and sale of real fur by independent retailers within the county, details of the motion, if passed, will be published.”
M19/1312 
TAXI REGULATOR

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED without debate:

“That this Council calls on the Taxi Regulator to abolish the 9 year rule that is due to come into force in 2011.”


REPORT:

“If the motion is passed a letter will issue to the Taxi Regulator conveying the 
members' sentiments and a copy of the reply will be circulated when received.”
M21/1312
 RECLAIMING OUR PARKS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor D.Looney and AGREED without debate: 

“That this Council supports the recommendations contained in ‘Reclaiming our Parks’, the report of the South Dublin Joint Policing Committee parks sub-group which was adopted by the September meeting of the JPC; and requests the Manager to present a detailed report on the progressing of implementation of these recommendations.”


REPORT:
(i)  “The Parks sub-group was established at the November 2009 meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee in accordance with Priority Area 3 of the Annual Work Programme 2009: “to deter crime and anti- socialbehaviour in public parks.” It was agreed that the two parks to be primarily examined would be St. Cuthbert’s Park in Clondalkin and Killinarden Park in West Tallaght.  
The sub-group was made up of the following members:

Councillor William Lavelle    
Chairman

Michael Hannon                        Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

Michelle Kearns                         South Dublin Community Platform

Inspector Mel Smyth                  Clondalkin Garda Station 

Inspector. Gerry Delmar             Tallaght Garda Station 

Inspector Raymond Blake          Tallaght Garda Station 

The report of the sub-group:  "Reclaiming our Parks" was noted by the members of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee at their  September meeting.  The County Manager, Mr. Joe Horan, Chief Superintendent John Manley and Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn considered the document and a detailed report was presented to the Joint Policing Committee meeting of the19th November 2010. It was agreed that a sub committee be set up to consider progress on a number of recommendations of the report.”
(ii)  Response to “Reclaiming our Parks” Report
M25/1312
AN POST 


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED without debate: 

“That this Council requests the Manager to write to An Taoiseach and to the Minister for Communications, and convey to them the Council's views on the postal services provided by An Post and the need to protect the Universal Services Obligation by legislation, as expressed in the following:
"South Dublin County Council calls on the Government to recognise the unique 
and vital role of the postal service in Ireland, as a means of communication, as a 
vital economic tool and as an intrinsic part of the fabric of the community. 
Our postal service has a social value and an economic value; these must be properly protected as the Government drafts legislation to open the postal market to full competition.  Postmen and women provide an important public service and also function as an integral part of the social fabric of their community, particularly for the elderly and the isolated citizens whose only human contact might be their post person. Furthermore An Post’s extensive delivery and collection network, is an intrinsic part of the economic and business infrastructure of the country.  Reaching every corner of the country and by 
marketing, payment collection and business generation point of view.
As Ireland prepares to liberalise its postal market it is essential that the Government acknowledges this important public service, ensures that the Universal Service Obligation is protected by legislation and does not allow the opening of the market to lead to wide spread job losses, social dumping and an erosion in service levels as has happened in other countries who have already opened their postal market to competition.”


REPORT:


“If the motion is passed a letter will issue to An Taoiseach and to the Minister for 
Communications conveying to them the Council's views on the postal services 
provided by An Post and the need to protect the Universal Services Obligation.  A 
copy of their replies will be circulated when received.”
M28/1312
TAXI REGULATOR 


It was proposed by Councillor B. Lawlor, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED without debate:


“That South Dublin County Council calls on the Taxi Regulator and the Minister for Transport to, abolish, or at the very least postpone the introduction of the 9-year rule.”


 REPORT:

“If the motion is passed a letter conveying the members' sentiments will issue to the 
Taxi Regulator and the Minister for Transport and a copy of their replies will be 
circulated when received.”
M29/1312
TREES


It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED without debate:


“That this Council calls on the Manager to explore the possibility of setting aside a proportion of the trees that the Council cuts down in the County for converting into logs for distributed via charitable organisations to people who cannot afford to buy heating fuel this winter”.


REPORT:

“The majority of the Council's tree maintenance programme involves pruning trees 
rather than felling trees and the material generated is normally shredded on site. The 
number of trees felled each winter is relatively small as is the volume of timber that 
could be converted to logs.  


Timber that has been freshly cut is generally not suitable for burning because of the 
high moisture content of fresh wood which is typically greater than 50%. Timber is 
normally stored (seasoned) for a number of months to reduce the moisture content 
to below 30% which improves the burning efficiency. 


Unseasoned logs can be burned in an open fireplace but are best burnt with solid 
fuels, which burn at higher temperatures, in order to reduce the amount of 
tar condensates building up in the chimney and the consequent risk of chimney fires. 
Unseasoned logs can lead to severe damage if burnt in closed appliances because of 
tar condensates building up inside the appliance. Timber that will be cut this winter 
would not therefore be considered suitable for burning until next autumn/winter after 
undergoing a seasoning period in dry storage.


The matter will be explored with charitable organisations such as the Vincent de Paul 
to establish if such a scheme is practical, given the range of issues that 
would need 
to be addressed.”
The Meeting concluded at 6.45pm.

Motions not reached:
(M2) 
SOCIAL HOUSING SCHEME


Councillor C. Jones 

That the Manager will give a report on the progress of the Social Housing Leasing Scheme within the County.
(M6)
PUBLIC REALM


Councillor W. Lavelle


That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report to form the basis for discussion with the elected member on proposals to improve the management of the public realm in our county, including the need for improved and more regular litter-cleansing and grass-cutting services and the need to pursue greater coordination and innovative working arrangements between council departments and noting the provision of funding in the adopted budget for 2010 for ‘public realm transformation’. 
(M7)
LEGAL COSTS 


Councillor J. Lahart


That the Manager outline the legal costs of the Council in 2008 and 2009 in total and by department as requested by me at a pre-budget meeting.

(M8)
PARKS BYE - LAWS

Councillor R. Dowds


That South Dublin County Council enacts the Parks Bye-Laws so that the Gardai 
can enforce them.

(M9)
FREEFONE 1800 LITTER LINE


Councillor B. Lawlor 

That this Council agrees to introduce a Freefone 1800 Litter Line Number to facilitate the public in contacting the Council to report illegal dumping. This new initiative is in response to the growing environmental issues, including increased dumping and fly-tipping, and will encourage and facilitate more residents to support this Councils efforts to resolve this menace, including providing additional support to the work of our litter wardens throughout South Dublin. 
Further the public launching of this project will give new hope to the residents of this county for a cleaner environment to the future.

(M10)   COVENANT OF MAYORS 


Councillor C. Keane

That this Council recommends that South Dublin county Council signs up to the The Covenant of Mayors which is a commitment by signatory towns and cities and counties to go beyond the objectives of EU energy policy in terms of reduction in CO2 emissions through enhanced energy efficiency and cleaner energy production and use. 

(M11)
NRA

Councillor T. Gilligan

 That this Council contacts the Department of Environment & Local Government and asks them how much money is granted to the NRA from 
the Government?  From the government through the National Development Plan? 
From the EU?  In general how much money do they get for free?  Is it a case that the NRA should be abolished and its functions brought back under the Department of Transport?

(M12)
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 

 
Councillor E. Walsh 


Go ndeánfaidh An Chomhairle a chinntiú seo go mbeidh Bailiúchán Chrainn 
Bairr Thobair ar leith i mbliana.


(That this Council will ensure that there will be a specific Christmas Tree 
Collection this year.)
(M13) 
SUPPORT SERVICES

Councillor D. Keating 

That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the range of supporting services this Council provides for our youth and children in the areas of sport, music, play, social, drama and the arts, indoor and in our parks. At a time of deep recession many families in this county appreciate these services, and would the Manager set out what services can be developed or extended for the benefit of the many young people and families of this county, and would the 
Manager also consider producing an A-Z of free facilities available for the families of this county, hard copy or electronically?

(M14) REMOVAL OF DETRITUS 


Councillor T. Ridge 


That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces 
owned or maintained by this council where youths congregate for drinking and 
drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles) being 
discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children, my query is to 
ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.
(M16)
OLDER AND BOLDER ALLIANCE

Councillor G. Kenny  

Recognising that the State Pension and associated supports form a crucial safety net for the elderly, and recognising that over 84% of older people in Ireland rely on the public pension and related supports to keep them from the risk of poverty, and believing that the State Pension must not suffer any cuts, direct or indirect, in the next budget, this Council declares its support for the campaign to Defend the State Pension organised by the Older and Bolder Alliance and calls on the Taoiseach and the Government to make a long term commitment to a fair and secure State Pension now and in the future.

(M20)
DOG FRIENDLY AREAS 


Councillor R. Dowds

This Council calls on the Manager to investigate whether New York has dog friendly areas in public parks; if so, how they operate, and whether we could use a similar system in our parks so as to avoid the problem of dog fouling.

(M22)
REVENUE 


Councillor E. Coburn 
That the Manager outline as a result of the revenue deficit as projected in this years Budget what departments and areas in departments will cover cutbacks and can the Manager confirm of the cutbacks will total €7, between now and end of 
December?


Specifically can the Manager outline what Programmes will have all funding  
stopped and or Partly with drawn in Parks, Roads and Housing?

(M23)  CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLE FACILITY

Councillor C. Brophy

That this council confirms that it will provide a Christmas tree recycle facility to all residents in South Dublin on the same basis as last year.

(M24) BOHERBOY SCHEME


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager assure the members and residents with regard to the completion of the Boherboy scheme by Pierse Contractors, and in particular outstanding works at Orlagh Grove, Prospect Manor and the Green Route from Old Bawn to Scholarstown.
 (M26)
 SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING 

Councillor E. Walsh

That this Council mindful of the severe budgetary restraints imposed will nonetheless ensure that in its budgetary allocations for 2011, that monies be provided for the provision and/or construction, this coming year of specially adapted housing for the fewer than 20 persons previously determined as being a 'medical priority' by the Council's medical assessors given the fact that many of them are waiting on that list for a number of years.      

(M27)
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES 


Councillor C. Keane

That this council discuss the result of the talks that have taken place with with NAMA and the County and City Managers Associations re the shortfall in development levies - taking into consideration that Councils issue the certificate of compliance which can only be issued when development contributions are paid to the satisfaction of the local authority. That the course of action to be taken on each development in the SDCC area be discussed and agreed with this council, this discussion to take place with the aid of an up to date report on outstanding development levies of circa 34m  broken down into (a) not developed (b) partially developed (c) completed developments ; as levies are only collectable on completed works, and to state the current economic value of outstanding levies.   

Signed: _________________________


  Mayor 

Date:___________________________
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