COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Planning, Development, Parks, Housing, Corporate and Libraries, Environment, Community and Road’s Business held on 7th December 2010 at 3.00pm

	PRESENT



	Cllr. D. Keating

	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. G. O’Connell

	Cllr. E. Tuffy


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Tuffy presided.  

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

	G. Byrne
	County Librarian

	J. McLoughlin, T. O’Grady
	Senior Engineers

	P. Hogan
	Senior Planner

	P. Murphy, W. Sheils, J. Quinlivan, A. Jacob    
	Senior Executive Officers

	D. Fennell, M. Hannon
	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

	M. O’Connor
	Senior Executive Planner

	J. Browne, T. Shanahan
	Administrative Officers

	E. Colgan
	Senior Staff Officer

	M. Heffernan
	Assistant Staff Officer Assigned


LC/1227/10   H-I (1) CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES


Item ID: 25595
The Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee dealing with Roads, Planning, Parks, Development, Housing, Corporate Services & Libraries, Environment and Community Business held on 23rd November, 2010, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Meeting held on 23rd November be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
PLANNING
LC/1228/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1to 3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1229/10 TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF LARKFIELD & MT BELLEW ESTATES Item ID: 25935
Question (1):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager for a further update, including a likely timeframe, for completion of the taking-in-charge of Larkfield and Mount Bellew Estates in Lucan, both of which were developed by Fitzgibbons Bros?”
REPLY:
“The developer of Larkfield and Mount Bellew is Fitzgibbon Bros.

In respect of Larkfield, the taking in charge process is now at the point where CCTV is required so that the Council may establish if underground services are completed to the required standard. Surface items are currently generally acceptable, with some very minor items to be attended to. 

Once received, if a review of CCTV indicates that underground services are acceptable and the minor surface works completed, then the Council will be able to initiate the statutory taking in charge process.

In respect of Mount Bellew surface works are generally acceptable, again the significant remaining issue being the provision of CCTV and as constructed drawings.

In respect of the provision of the CCTV and drawings for both developments the Council met the Construction Industry Federation in November (the bondholder for these developments) and advised that the Council will place a claim on the bonds unless the necessary matters are attended to. The CIF has indicated that they will liaise with the developer to obtain these surveys and drawings as a priority.

Finally in respect of open spaces, the open spaces at Larkfield Estate have been taken in charge since July 2010 and works have been completed to open spaces at Mount Bellew, though the open space is not yet formally taken in charge in this development”
LC/1230/10 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN ROSSE COURT, LUCAN
Item ID: 25961
Question (2):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will make a report on any representations received from individual residents in Rosse Court, Lucan, and or the Management Company for the development, regarding incidents of anti-social behaviour, if the Council has had any discussions with An Garda Síochana or the Developer, and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

REPLY:
“Insofar as can be ascertained, the Council has not received representations from individual residents in Rosse Court, Lucan, and or the Management Company for the development, regarding incidents of anti-social behaviour and there have not been any discussions with the Garda Síochana or the Developer.  In recent weeks a member of the management company was advised by the Planning Department that planning permission would be required for the removal of the existing playground in the development, as had previously been advised to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee in September 2009.”
LC/1231/10 LIFFEY VALLEY TOWN CENTRE’S PLANNING APPLICATION
Item ID: 25967
Question (3):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if there has been any discussions between the Planning Department and the owners of the Liffey Valley Town Centre, who made the Planning Application recently rejected by An Bord Pleanála, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY:
“There has been one meeting between the Planning Department and the owners of the lands at Liffey Valley Town Centre subject to the Planning Applications recently refused planning permission by An Bord Pleanála.  The meeting was soon after the decision and also related to other matters.  The developers were still assessing the implications of the decisions.  They took on board the initial assessment of the Planning Department and indicated that they wished to further consider the decisions.”
LC/1232/10 HEADED ITEM (2)





Item ID: 25611
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
LC/1233/10 HEADED ITEM (3)





Item ID: 25613
PLANNING FILES






The following reports were presented by Ms. M. O’Connor, Senior Executive Planner:
A) Large applications under consideration 
	SD10A/0147
	Reg. Date: 19-Nov-2010 Applicant’s Name: Tierra Ltd. Submission Type: Significant Additional Information        
	Location: Junction of Mount Bellow Way & Willsbrook Road, Ballydowd Manor, Lucan, Co. Dublin. Proposed Development: Construction of 19 no. residential units (3 no. 1 bed, 9 no. 2 bed, 3 no. 3 bed apartments and 4 no. 3 bed duplex apartments) and a shop unit in 3 no. 3 storey blocks and associated works. Significant Additional Information: revised plans - the development will consist of the construction of 15 no. residential units (6 no. 3 bed duplex units, 3 no. 3 bed apartments and 6 no. 2 bed apartments),  a shop unit and 2 commercial service units in 2 no. 3 storey blocks and associated works. Decision Due on or before: 17-Dec-2010  


Following a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle, Ms. M. O’Connor, Senior Executive Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
B)
Files Requested by Members
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
LC/1234/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25601
COR (1)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25975
LC/1235/10 MOT (1)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

LC/1236/10 MOT (2) BOND ON RIVERSDALE ESTATE, LUCAN

Item ID: 25917
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager bring forward a report detailing how the bond for the Riversdale Estate was dealt with (Item ID 24704 at the September meeting), and in particular to explain what, if any amount, was retained in lieu of the failure of the developer to deliver on Condition No. 9 of the Grant of Planning Permission which stated inter alia:

‘The walls at the rear of the proposed houses numbers 2 to 24 and along the western boundary of the site shall be retained at their existing heights and shall, prior to the construction of any of the houses hereby permitted, be repaired, made good and improved, where necessary, with walling that matches the said walls…..’ and to explain why the Council did not use the bond to address the situation. 

Furthermore, this Committee notes that the wall in question was not erected as a boundary wall for the houses that back onto it (as is implied in the Report presented at the September meeting) but is rather a heritage wall that bounds the park and which An Bord Pleanála stipulated had to be preserved.  The wall in question is at least as much the responsibility of the County Council as the owners of Waterstown Park as it is of the neighbouring residential properties.  Both parties were entitled to have it properly maintained as per the planning condition prior to or at the same time as both the Estate and the Park were taken in charge/into Council ownership.

This Committee recommends that the matter be referred the next full Council meeting with the objective of having the Council carry out without delay the necessary works to the wall that should have been done as set out by An Bord Pleanála on Condition 9 and at no expense to the residents concerned.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
Condition no 12 of the planning permission granted on 31st October 1989 by An Bord Pleanála under Register Reference 88A/0666 and PL/6/5/78396 for the construction of houses at Riversdale, Lucan Road, Palmerstown, Co. Dublin stated:

The developer shall lodge with Dublin County Council a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company, or other security acceptable to the Council to secure the satisfactory completion and maintenance until taken in charge by the Council of roads, footpaths, sewers, watermains, drains, open spaces, street lighting and other services required in connection with the proposed development, coupled with an agreement empowering the Council to apply such security or part thereof for the satisfactory completion or maintenance, as aforesaid, of any part of the said services. The form, amount, and arrangements for lodgment of the security shall; be as agreed upon between the developer and the Council or, in default of an agreement, shall be as determined by An Bord Pleanála.

Reason: to secure the satisfactory completion of services required in connection with the proposed development and to be provided by the developer as part of the proposed development.

In compliance with this condition cash security in the sum of £30,000 (€38,000 approx) was lodged. During 2000 and 2001 all of this money was used to complete works required to bring the services in the development to taking-in-charge standard.

As the wall to which the motion refers was not to be taken in charge it did not come within the terms of the condition requiring the security.

There is now no course of action open to the Council under the terms of the planning permission, or the Planning Acts, in relation to this wall. 

As stated in the previous report the wall in question is private property and as such the maintenance and upkeep of the wall is the responsibility of the owners.

Regarding the wall the Parks department has reported: “There are no footpaths or convenient access by the public to the rear of this wall. The wall is the responsibility of the adjoining householders including the consequences arising from their failure to maintain it.”

As previously reported, the Architect’s Department has inspected the wall and found that its condition did not warrant any action under the Dangerous Structures legislation.”
Following a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/1237/10 MOT (3) OPEN SPACE AT MOUNT ANDREW ESTATE & MOUNT ANDREW RISE
Item ID: 25902
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy
“That this Committee requests the Manager to agree to take in charge the open space as part of Mount Andrew Court and Mount Andrew Rise, and that the Manager would agree to initiate the necessary procedures under Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 for the taking in charge of this land in keeping with my previous representations on behalf of local residents in Mt. Andrew Court and Mt. Andrew Rise, and that if agreed by the elected members the Manager would then agree to meet the residents of Mt. Andrew Court and Mt. Andrew Rise again as part of this process.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“Section 180 (as amended) states (inter alia):

Where a development for which permission is granted under section 34 or under Part IV of the Act of 1963 includes the construction of 2 or more houses and the provision of new roads, open spaces, car parks, sewers, watermains or drains, and the development has been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority in accordance with the permission and any conditions to which the permission is subject, the authority shall, where requested by the person carrying out the development, or, subject to subsection (3), by the majority of the owners of the houses involved, as soon as may be, initiate the procedures under section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993 .

In general terms, in order for the provisions of Section 180 to be carried out, the holding of a plebiscite to ascertain the views of the majority of the owners of the houses involved in the development, is required. On receipt of a request for services to be taken in charge the Council would arrange such a plebiscite. The Council therefore cannot initiate this process, it must emanate from the owners of the units in question, possibly initially in the form of a petition.

The Council has not operated this procedure under Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended by the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act, 2010) and therefore there is a need to clarify the practical implications of how the matter might proceed.

For example the amended Section 180 states that the plebiscite must involve the owners of the houses involved. The Council would therefore require owners participating in the plebiscite to provide documentary proof their ownership of the home. Under the previous Section 180 the provisions of said section could be operated following a plebiscite from the majority of qualified electors. This matter was easier to verify with reference to the electoral register. 

In addition, there are more significant legal concerns in respect of this particular development in the context of utilizing Section 180. The development in question was carried out by Maplewood Homes and the relevant permission contains a condition requiring the establishment of a management company for the maintenance of services on the site. It is our understanding that such a management company exists (Mount Andrew Management Company Ltd.) and that one of its functions is the maintenance of the open space.

This planning permission was granted with the expectation that the open space (among other services) in relation to the part of the development in question were to be managed and maintained through a management company. The open spaces in question were permitted on that basis. 

To alter this situation now could represent a breach of the conditions of the planning permission and it is most likely that, to alter the situation, a new planning application altering/removing a condition in relation to management of the open space, would be required.

On the basis that the management company, membership of which is ordinarily enshrined in the contract to purchase, acquires such areas to be held in trust for the purchasers, the planning application would most likely have to be lodged by the legal owners of the open space, which, in the normal scenario of such managed developments, would be the Management Company. 

Finally, the permission was granted and the development carried out on the basis of these open spaces being subject to the care of a management company. The Parks Department has advised that, while the areas are completed in line with the planning permission, the areas are small and intensive and require small machinery and large labour inputs to maintain them, and were permitted on the basis that such areas are appropriate for a managed environment rather than for taking in charge. 

Given the number and complexity of the issues raised above, the Planning Department will seek the legal and other advices required and report back to the members.”
The report was NOTED and Councillor D. Keating requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with PARKS Business.”
LC/1238/10 MOT (4) FORWARD-PLANNING PROJECTS FOR LUCAN
Item ID: 25937
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Area Committee, further to the report presented to the November meeting of the council's OP&F Committee on future projects stemming from Development Plan objectives, requests the Manager to present a detailed report on future forward-planning projects for the Lucan electoral area as either identified in the new Development Plan or otherwise considered necessary or appropriate by the Manager, and that this report would form the basis for discussion with the elected members on the selection of priority projects in the Lucan electoral area to be progressed over the coming year. In particular the Manager is requested to report on the resources likely to be required to progress the following three specific projects which may be considered as priorities by the elected members:

Review of the Liffey Valley Town Centre LAP- on foot of the two recent planning refusals by An Bord Pleanála;
Review of Adamstown SDZ planning scheme - taking account of changed market conditions and radically-altered development potential; and to provide an opportunity for existing residents of the SDZ to input on the future development of THEIR community;

12th Lock Masterplan -in conjunction with interested landowners.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Arising from the adoption process for the County Development Plan 2010-2016 a wide range of plans/projects and strategies have been identified (in excess of 100 in number).  These are in addition to many ongoing responsibilities and projects overseen by the Planning Department.

As advised at the OP&F meeting, the progression of Development Plan projects/strategies for the County as a whole must be viewed in the context of: 

statutory obligations, 

the identified need to prioritise the stimulation of economic and enterprise activity 

and the allocation of resources.  

The above must also be in the context of ongoing responsibilities.  Accordingly, an updated work programme will be developed by the Planning Department on behalf of the County Manager for the County as a whole.  

It would therefore be premature to provide commitments regarding the progression or allocation of resources to the three Lucan area-specific projects referred to above.  Notwithstanding this, all three projects are noted and will be considered in due course.

It is further noted that it has recently been agreed to progress consideration of a Liffey Valley SAAO extension and review, a longstanding issue that primarily relates to the Lucan Area (i.e. at the November 2010 Lucan ACM) and requires a certain level of resource allocation.”
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and D. Keating, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
DEVELOPMENT
LC/1239/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 4 and 5 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1240/10 COUNCIL’S ALLOTMENTS IN PALMERSTOWN

Item ID: 25964
Question (4):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on the Council's Allotments in Palmerstown, the report to include information the number of allotments, the total rental income received from plot holders in 2010, and the number of allotment holders who were eligible for the reduced rental rate in 2010? “

REPLY:

The South Dublin County Council allotment facility in Mill Lane, Palmerstown consists of 73 plots.  The total rental income received from Mill Lane allotment holders in 2010 was €2,916.  Fourteen allotment holders were eligible for a reduced rate of €30 per plot in 2010.
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LC/1241/10 LAND RENTAL FROM LANDOWNERS AT CLONBURRIS & ADAMSTOWN SDZ









Item ID: 25965
Question (5):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will consider, and investigate, the possibility of the Council renting land from the owners of the Clonburris and Adamstown SDZ, in view of the probability that substantial proportions of these lands are likely to remain undeveloped during the next 5 years, for the purpose of providing allotments, under short lease terms, to persons from Lucan and Palmerstown on the Council's waiting list for allotments?”

REPLY:

“In light of costs associated with the development of new allotment sites i.e. access road, boundary fencing, fencing of individual plots, water supply, secure gates, paths, storage facilities, it is not possible within existing Council financial resources to fund such a temporary scheme.

The Park's Department has been requested to examine the Council's recreational landholding with a view to identifying sites for future permanent allotment facilities.”
LC/1242/10 HEADED ITEM (4)





Item ID: 25607
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1243/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25597
COR (2)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25974
LC/1244/10 MOT (5)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

LC/1245/10 MOT (6) PROPOSED 2011 RENTAL INCREASE FOR ALLOTMENT HOLDERS









Item ID: 25950
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
That this Committee, given the impact of the four year National Plan on the citizens of this County, calls on Council Management not to implement the proposed 2011 increase in the rent for Allotments in the Lucan EA and that a more modest increase, reflective of the fact that this is basically a social service and not a commercial venture, be prepared for inclusion in the forthcoming Budget.

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Council at its meeting in October 2009 (Minute number M9/1009) NOTED a report advising the Members of a review of the Allotment Scheme adopted by the Members in September 2005.  The Members NOTED, following considerable discussion,  that the fees for allotments for the years 2010 - 2012 inclusive were increasing to  €1 per sq. metre and that the increase was necessary to fund  the servicing of existing sites and extensions of these and new Allotment Sites to facilitate a waiting list of over 450 applicants.   The increased fee structure is considerably less than those prevailing on the open market and represents excellent value for money.
	Plot Size  
	Fees 2010 – 2014

	c.100sqm
	€100.00 per year   €50.00 SW  

	c.120sqm
	€120.00 per year   €60.00 SW  

	c.250sqm
	€250.00 per year   €125 SW


The scheme provides for, where applicants demonstrate their sole income to be from one of the following, they are entitled to a discount of 50% of the allotment fee.

Job Seekers Allowance

Job Seekers Benefit

OAP Contributory

OAP Non Contributory

One Parent Family

Disability Allowance

Disability Benefit

·        Only plot holders with a sole income from one of those listed above are entitled to a discount of 50% of the allotment fee.  

·       There are 4 allotment facilities in the County at Friarstown, Bohernabreena, Mill Lane, Palmerstown, Corkagh Park, Clondalkin and Tymon Park, Tallaght.  The Council will be canvassing the opinions of allotment holders on their views regarding the formation of a representative group consisting of allotment holders and staff members at each of the 4 allotment facilities.  The roll of the representative group will be:

To increase the participation of the allotment holders in the running and maintenance of the facility 

To establish a forum for each site through which the allotment holders and the Council would communicate, liaise and address issues relevant to that site 

The intention would be to hold monthly/bi-monthly meetings with agenda items submitted at least 10 days in advance of the meeting.  All agenda items to be submitted through the representative groups

Nothing in the above arrangement will amend or alter the terms of the Allotment Licence Agreement and the Council's right to manage the sites.

In 2010 the estimated expenditure for allotments will be in excess of €28,000 not including staff costs, comprising of the following:

Maintenance of all four allotment facilities 

Clearing of unused or abandoned plots 

Replacement and renewal of keys 

Clearing of composting areas at both facilities 

Insurance costs 

Pest Control 

Payment of water charges for the facilities

It should be noted that this expenditure does not provide for any extensions to any of the allotment facilities.  The income for 2010 for allotments is €11,099 and with expenditure in excess of €28,000 there will be a shortfall of at least €17,000.

The Council, in considering the Annual Budget for 2010, agreed to defer the increase in fees for the year 2010 to allow the Council adequate time to notify existing allotment holders of the pending increase and to allow adequate notice to be given to applicants on the waiting list seeking an allocation of an allotment.

If the Council is to continue to provide and service allotments within the County and to consider extensions of the sites, it is intended that the scheme, as noted in October 2009, be implemented for the years 2010 – 2012 inclusive with the exception of the deferment of the increase in fees to 2011.
Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. Browne, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
PARKS
LC/1246/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 6 to 9 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1247/10 CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING SERVICE


Item ID: 25929
Question (6):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to provide full details of the planned Christmas tree recycling service for January 2011 in the Lucan area?”
REPLY:

“The following locations have been designated for Christmas Tree Recycling

LUCAN

Beechpark open space

Sarsfield Park open space

Hoydens Lane Car Park in Griffeen Valley (to replace the Green Waste Facility at Esker)

A report on the 20ll Countywide Christmas Tree Recycling Programme will be presented to the December Meeting of the Council to be held on l3th December next.”

LC/1248/10 COUNCIL’S PLAY POLICY




Item ID: 25930
Question (7):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager for an update on the ongoing review of the Council's Play Policy and to request that provision of a children’s play-area in Palmerstown be included in the revised policy?”
REPLY:

“The review of the Council's Play Policy is ongoing.  As part of the review process, the Five Year Playground Construction Programme 2007-2012 will also be reviewed as an action arising from the Play Policy.  The request for the provision of a children's play area in Palmerstown is noted. The advancing of playground projects included in the Playground Construction Programme will be dependant on the identification of the necessary finance at that time.”
LC/1249/10 REMOVAL OF HEDGING ALONG CELBRIDGE ROAD

Item ID: 25934
Question (8):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to arrange for the removal of hedging along the Celbridge Road at Kew Park estate i.e. “ the Daisy Patch”  and for the removal of hedging leading to Weston Park Estate from this area. The removal of this hedging will help mitigate localised problems relating to vermin infestation and anti-social behaviour?”
REPLY:
“The hedge at this location forms a natural boundary between the open space at Kew Park estate, Weston Park estate and the Celbridge Road.  Not only does this natural resource serve a biodiversity function it also acts as a barrier to prevent users of the open space from falling onto the Celbridge Road which is located below the level of the open space.  In accordance with the County Development Plan 2010-2016, it is Council Policy to protect the natural resources of the County and conserve the existing wide range of flora and fauna in the County though the protection of wildlife habitats and wildlife corridors wherever possible.

A recent site inspection of this area indicated that a significant volume of garden waste is being dumped in the hedgerow in the vicinity.  The Parks & Landscape Services Department has requested the Residents Association to encourage its members to refrain from this activity which in turn may assist in reducing the vermin activity that is being experienced.  The Council's Litter Warden for the area will also be contacted to review the dumping problem and recommend actions that might be taken to deal with the issue.  In addition, contact will be made with the Pest Control Section of the Health Board to arrange for bait to be laid to deal with the vermin. Incidents of anti social behaviour should be reported to the Gardaí or alternatively, if the incident arises during working hours, to the local Park Rangers.”
LC/1250/10 ENTRANCE TO KENNELSFORT GREEN


Item ID: 25951
Question (9):
Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager to have the writing on the name stone at the entrance to Kennelsfort Green restored as it has become invisible and a number of public service vehicles have had serious difficulties in locating houses in the estate recently, luckily there was not any tragedy as a result, but there could have been?”
REPLY:
“The provision of namestones in residential areas has come about as result of Developers providing them or Resident Associations providing them after consultation with the relevant Council Departments.  The subsequent maintenance and upkeep of the namestone and where applicable, the planted area around them, is the responsibility of the Residents Association.  

Such namestones can be attractive local features and while they may act as an additional guide to visitors to an area, it was never intended that they would replace the standard street nameplates which are specifically provided for directional purposes. In relation to repainting the namestone, the Resident Association should be advised to contact the Community Department where some assistance may be available under the Environmental Improvement Grant scheme.”
LC/1251/10 HEADED ITEM (5)





Item ID: 25610
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1252/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25600
COR (3)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25956
LC/1253/10 MOT (7)
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee, noting the contents of the reply to Question 16 at the ACM of 23rd November, requests the Manager to provide a Christmas Tree Re-Cycling Collection in the Lucan EA, in early January, for the following reasons:

1. This is the first Christmas since the closing of the Esker Re-cycling Centre. 

2. The Brown Bin System has only recently been introduced in many parts of the EA, and householders are still getting used to the system, how best to use it etc.

3. It is not feasible to expect that a significant number of households will be prepared to cut up, pack etc. trees which in many households are quite large, and this method of disposal is likely to be beyond the ability of elderly householders.

 4. The use of the Brown Bin for waste/surplus food is likely to increase very substantially in the period around Christmas/New Year, and there will not be room for chopped up trees.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Christmas Tree Recycling Programme was subject of reply under Item No. 25426 to the November Meeting of the County Council 

http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=30162
Following representations from the Elected Members regarding the operation of a Christmas Tree Recycling Programme for the county the situation has now been reviewed and it has been decided to run a programme on this occasion.  However,  the diversion of resources to Christmas tree recycling will impact negatively on other work programmes within the Parks Department, specifically the Tree Planting and Maintenance Programme.

It should be pointed that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees and would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and enable the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is the week commencing 10th January.

The cost of operating this programme will then be reviewed in terms of any future programme.

The 2011 Christmas Tree Recycling Programme will be presented to the December Meeting of the Council under H-I 9 on 13th December.”
Bottom of Form

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/1254/10 MOT (8) SPECIFIC LOCAL OBJECTIVE 25 OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Item ID 25918
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on the matters to be considered in progressing implementation of Specific Local Objective 25 of the newly-adopted County Development Plan 2010-2016, i.e. to "facilitate completion of the boundary fence that separates Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way running eastwards as far as the Outer Ring Road".”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“In order to progress implementation of Specific Local objective 25 of the County Development Plan 2010 -2016, the Council will also have to consider a number of other policies set out in the Development Plan: 

Theme 1, Section 3, Social Inclusion, Community Facilities and Recreation, Green Routes Network Policy SCR47;  

Theme 1, Section 4, Sustainable Neighbourhoods, Policies SN1, SN9;

Theme 2, Section 2, Cycle Policy Framework, Policies T13 and T14. 

These policies set out the principles in relation to the movement of pedestrians and cyclist through existing and new development in the county. The policies are intended to encourage and facilitate pedestrian and cycle movement, in particular, for local journeys accessing local facilities such as schools, shops and public transport links as a viable alternative to the motor car. 

The section of boundary between Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way running eastwards as far as the Outer Ring Road (ORR) is comprised of three distinct elements as described below.

At the west end of the boundary there is approximately 42 meters of bollards which are spaced at 1.5 meter centres.  

The next section moving east towards the ORR consists of a mature hedgerow and is approximately 70 meters long.  There is a 1.2 meter high post and rail fence erected along this section of the boundary.  

The final section between the mature hedgerow and the ORR is approximately 37 meters long and consists of a 1.2 meter high post and rail fence with a recently planted hedge comprised of Fagus, Rosa, Ilex and Cratageus sp.

There is strong evidence of a pedestrian 'desire line' existing between Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way.  Any proposal to remove the bollards from this location and replace them with a fence will have to take account of this desire line and make provision for a link between the two estates to facilitate access to the local primary school, public transport on the ORR and local facilities at the Castle Shopping complex.  The link would need to connect existing paths between the two estates and may therefore have to move away from the existing desire line.  Note: The ORR can be accessed through a pedestrian link at Mount Bellew Green.  The removal of the bollards and their replacement with a fence and pedestrian link would be subject to the availability of the necessary resources.

The mature hedgerow is in good condition and there are no gaps along its length.   There is no requirement to strengthen this section with additional fencing.  The hedgerow is also the subject of local dumping of green waste (grass clippings & shrub prunings) which can and should be disposed of via the brown bin system. 

The final section nearest the ORR has a small gap approximately 1.5 meters wide where a desire line has been created.  The hedge that was planted at this location has been damaged as a result of the movement of pedestrians through the gap.  It is the experience of the Park’s Department that closing gaps such as this one, where strong desire lines exist, is very difficult to achieve.  It may be more beneficial to regularise this desire line as it facilitates users to maximise on the extent of the linear open space that runs along the western side of the ORR.”
Following contributions from Councillor W. Lavelle, D. Keating and E. Tuffy, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/1255/10 MOT (9) GRIFFEEN VALLEY REGIONAL PARK

Item ID: 25531
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would consider allocating a small section of Griffeen Valley Regional Park as a "Dog Park" whereby residents can allow their dogs exercise without dog leads, and that this initiative be introduced as a pilot project, and that this pilot project would incorporate the usual dog litter regulations.  As previously stated such a facility has been requested by quite a number of residents who would be very supportive of such a new initiative in South Dublin County Council.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“Griffeen Valley Regional Park is designed to cater for both passive and active recreation.  Dog owners are welcome within the park and extensive areas of land do exist where owners can exercise their dogs.  The controlling and supervision of dogs is legislated under the Control of Dogs Act 1986 and is a matter for the owner.  It is also important to note that in accordance with Section 4.1.1(b) of the parks bye-laws “no person shall take into or allow to remain in a park any dog unless it is on a leash”.  

To provide a special and restricted area for dogs within Griffeen Valley Park will require an amendment to the bye-laws.  This matter is currently being advanced as part of the Parks Bye-law review process.  The provision of a dog run in Griffeen Valley Park will be considered on a pilot basis subject to the identification of a suitable site and the availability of the necessary resources.  The site required would be similar in size to the area occupied by a football pitch.”

Following contributions from Councillor D. Keating, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
HOUSING
LC/1256/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Question 10 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1257/10 RESPONSE FROM DEVELOPERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS ON THE LEASING OF THEIR OF HOUSING UNITS IN THE LUCAN AREA



Item ID: 25968
Question (10):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager for a report on the response, from developers and property owners in the Lucan EA, to the Council's invitation to offer housing units on lease to the Council for allocation to Housing List applicants under the recent Government Initiative?”
REPLY:

“The Social Housing Leasing Initiative provides an opportunity for private property owners to make residential properties available to a local authority under lease arrangements for allocation to social housing applicants. 

The  details of the initiative have been  promoted and advertised by the  Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency. since it was rolled out in June 2010. The scheme is also advertised on the Council’s website together with an outline FAQ.

To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 350 properties of which 57 are in the Lucan electoral area.

Of the 57 properties in Lucan electoral area, 33 were made available for Council inspection. These properties are at various stages of assessment and inspection for inclusion in the leasing scheme. To date lease agreements have been completed in the case of 3 properties in the Lucan electoral area and have been made available for allocation to housing applicants.  

The Social Housing Leasing Initiative is gathering momentum and the yield of properties for allocation to housing applicants from this source is expected to rise.”

LC/1258/10 HEADED ITEM (5)





Item ID: 25609
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1259/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25599
COR (4)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25957
LC/1260/10 MOT (10) SHELTERED HOUSING AT PRIMROSE LANE, LUCAN
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to report on any recent discussions with members of the Presbyterian Church in Lucan, regarding its intentions to build a Sheltered Housing Facility on its lands at Primrose Lane, Lucan as supported by the Council's inclusion of a Local Objective in the new and previous County Development Plan, and if there has not been any recent discussions that the Manager write to the Presbyterian Church in Lucan, confirming that the Local Objective has been included in the Plan, and advising that Lucan EA Councillors are supportive of the realization of the Objective.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“Oaklee Housing Trust in conjunction with the Presbyterian Church in Lucan, have submitted a proposal to SDCC under the Capital Assistance Scheme for a 20 bedroom, sheltered housing scheme for the elderly on a site at Primrose Lane, Lucan.

On the 4th June 2010, the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government advised all Local Authorities of a "Call for Proposals" under the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) for the provision of special needs housing. This special 'Call for Proposals' was designed to target newly built housing units or units which are close to completion and/or capable of adaption to meet specific categories of housing need on condition that funding under this scheme was to be spent and the units acquired before the end of 2010.  Approved housing bodies submitted their proposals and following examination and assessment by the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government, South Dublin County Council received approval for the provision of 20 units under this scheme in Saggart, West Tallaght and Tallaght Village in association with three Voluntary Housing Bodies. The Primrose Lane proposal did not fall within this category of proposal. 

Funding for any further general  'Call for proposals' under the Capital Assistance Scheme in 2011 has not yet been announced  by the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government.   The Primrose Lane scheme will be submitted for consideration at the next available opportunity.”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
LC/1261/10 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1262/10 HEADED ITEM (7)





Item ID: 25606
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1263/10 HEADED ITEM (8)





Item ID: 25604
LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS
The following report was presented by Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian:
December 2010 / January 2011
	Branch
	Events
	Date
	 

	Tallaght
	Book Launch “Mist Shrouds the Morning” a poetry collection by Mae Newman will be launched, with special guest Eileen Casey
	Monday 6th December from 6pm
	

	 
	Children’s Christmas Writing Competition - Launch by Mayor of the Children's Christmas Writing Competition in conjunction with The Civic Theatre, and The Echo, and ourselves.  Members of the cast of "Scrooge's Christmas" also to attend.  Children's library
	Monday 13th December at 6pm
	

	 
	Festive Music Featuring the Blue Heaven Barbershop Chorus and Vladimir Jablokov and the Slovak Festival Orchestra
	Monday 20th December at 6.45pm
	

	 
	FAS E-Learning  
	Mondays from 11am – 1pm
	 

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with pupils from St. Roses, Balrothery
	Mondays from 1.30pm – 2.30pm
	

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with clients from St John of Gods
	Mondays from 2.30pm – 3.30pm
	

	 
	National Learning Network - using Digital training suite
	Tuesdays at 11am
	

	 
	Irish Conversational Group  
	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm
	

	 
	Computer Classes for Beginners
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm  
	

	 
	Spanish Classes
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm
	

	 
	Toddler Time Nursery rhymes, stories, activities for pre-school children
	Wednesdays at 10.30am
	

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with clients from St John of Gods
	Wednesdays from 11.30am – 12.30pm
	

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Wednesdays from 3pm – 4pm
	

	 
	English Conversation Group
	Wednesdays, Beginner; 5.30pm – 6.30pm Intermediate; 6.45pm – 7.45pm
	

	 
	FAS E-Learning  
	Wednesdays from 6pm – 8pm
	

	 
	Citywise Education Centre, Jobstown - Group Visit including Library Tour
	Thursdays from 10am – 11am
	

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Thursdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm
	

	 
	German for Beginners  
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm
	

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with clients from St John of Gods
	Fridays from 10am – 11am
	

	 
	BRI Support Group Art Classes - Acquired Brain Injury Support Group Art Classes
	Fridays from 2pm – 4pm
	

	 
	St Michael’s House - Exhibition of Work  
	20th December – 8th January 2011  
	

	 
	Exhibition - Oil Paintings of Old Tallaght by Margaret Kennedy
	4th – 8th January & 24th – 31st January
	

	 
	Skills for Work Tallaght Adult Education Programme
	Tuesdays 4th, 11th & 18th January from 3pm – 6pm
	


	               
	Adult Book Club New Members always Welcome. www.tallaghtbookclub.com
	Tuesday 4th January from 6.45pm

	 
	Skills for Work Tallaght Adult Education Programme
	Thursdays 6th, 13th & 20th January from 3pm – 6pm

	 
	“The Saturday Club” Junior Book Club for 9 – 12 year olds
	Saturday 8th & 22nd January from 11am

	 
	Exhibition of Paintings - Marie Bailey and Linda Carey
	10th – 22nd January

	 
	Oil Painting Exhibition - Pawel Porebny
	10th – 24th January

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Tuesday 11th January from 11am – 12noon

	 
	Storytime for Children
	Tuesdays 11th, 18th & 25th January from 3.30pm

	 
	Support for Exam Students Shakespeare for Schools
	Wednesday 12th January from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	 
	Comic Books for Transition Year Students - with Firhouse Community College
	Mondays 17th & 24th January from 10am – 12.30pm

	 
	Class Visit Sacred Heart Junior School, Killinarden
	Tuesday 18th January from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	 
	Support for Exam Students Support for Your History Project
	Wednesday 19th January from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	 
	Reading With Your Child - Barnardos – Macuilliam Group Visit - for parents of preschool children
	Tuesday 25th January from 10am

	 
	Stories from Africa With Estherinteractive storytelling session.  Class Visit
	Tuesday 25th January from 11.30am – 12.30pm

	 
	Support for Exam Students Study Skills
	Wednesday 26th January from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	 
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library Title to be confirmed
	Tuesday 27th January at 7.30pm

	 
	Photographic Exhibition - Dorel Filip
	31st January – 19th February

	 
	Exhibition of Work - Students of ITT – Environmental Course
	31st January – 5th February


December 2010 / January 2011
	Branch
	Events 
	Date

	Lucan
	Christmas Musical Tots Fun, educational music class for 6months – 3 years.  Booking necessary
	Monday 13th December from 9.45am – 10.45am

	 
	Children’s Book Club Booking necessary
	Tuesday 14th December from 3.45pm - 4.45pm

	 
	Christmas Carols All welcome
	Tuesday 21st December at 6.30pm

	 
	Christmas Storytime with special visitor!  All welcome
	Wednesday 22nd December at 3.30pm

	 
	Class Visits All classes welcome Booking Necessary
	Monday – Thursday mornings

	 
	Lucan Knitting Club All welcome.
	Mondays from 11am – 12.30pm

	 
	FÁS E Learning Adult Computer Classes Booking necessary
	Mondays from 5.15pm -7.30pm

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Tuesdays from 9.45am – 12.15pm

	 
	FÁS E Learning Adult Computer Classes Booking necessary
	Tuesdays from 9.45am – 12noon

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Wednesdays from 11am-1pm

	 
	Class Visit Stewart’s Hospital 
	Every Thursday and Friday morning

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Fridays from 9.45am – 12.15pm

	 
	Lucan Creative Writing Group New members welcome
	Saturday 10th & 24th January from 10.30am -12.30pm

	 
	TEEN writing group New members welcome
	Saturday 10th & 24th January from 2pm – 3.30pm 

	 
	U3A Book Club Booking through U3A
	Monday 11th January from 11am

	 
	French Conversation Class Booking necessary  
	Restarts Monday 11th January from 6.45pm -8pm

	 
	Children’s Book Club Booking necessary
	Tuesday 11th & 25th January from 3.45-4.45pm

	 
	English Language Class Booking necessary
	Restarts Tuesday 12th January from 5.30pm -7pm

	 
	Italian Conversation class Booking necessary
	Restarts Wednesday 13th January10am – 11am

	 
	Japanese Family Group Parent and children group with arts and crafts activities for local Japanese families.
	Thursday 13th & 27th January from 2.15pm - 3.45pm

	 
	Children’s Arts and Crafts for8-11 year olds Booking necessary
	Restarts Wednesday 13th January from 3.30pm - 4.30pm

	 
	Bridge Class Booking necessary
	Restarts Wednesday 13th January (except last Wednesday of month) at 7pm

	 
	Spanish Conversation Class Booking necessary
	Restarts Thursdays 14th January from 10am - 11am

	 
	Irish Conversation Class Booking necessary
	Restarts Thursday 14th Januaryfrom7pm – 8pm

	 
	Home Delivery Service  
	Friday 21st January  

	 
	Book Club New members welcome
	Wednesday 27th January from 7-8pm


January 2011
	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Stewarts
	Book Club The Room by Emma Donoghue
	Tuesday 4th January at 4pm


For further information contact 651 8129 or library@stewartscare.com or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook

 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch.
Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, the members complimented Library Services on the service provided during the year.  Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/1264/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25603
COR (5)

(a) Letter from CDVEC regarding Design Team Framework – Item ID: 25291
(b) Letter from Minister Haughey, Department of Education and Skills regarding the number of approved PLC places in the Lucan/Clondalkin Electoral Areas – Item ID: 25157
(c) Letter from P. Doherty, Dublin Bus regarding bus shelters on Kennelsfort Road - Item ID: 24898
(d) Letter from P. Doherty, Dublin Bus regarding the Introduction of the Introduction of the New Network Direct Bus Schedules – 2 x Emergency Motions November Meeting
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUISNESS





Item ID: 25960
LC/1265/10 MOT (11) POLICY STATEMENT IN THE NEW DEVELOPMENT PLAN
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to write to the Department of Education and Skills, drawing its intention to the policy statement in the new County Development Plan supporting the location of Childcare/Crèche Facilities on or adjacent to Primary School campuses, and recommending to the Department that in planning its next permanent Primary School in Lucan, in particular at the site acquisition stage, it gives serious consideration to providing for a Childcare/Crèche Facility adjacent to the school.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Department of Education and Skills for their attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”

The motion was PASSED.
ENVIRONMENT

LC/1266/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 11and 12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1267/10 HAND CART SERVICE IN THE LUCAN SOUTH AREA

Item ID: 25931
Question (11):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager, further to my repeated motions seeking introduction of a permanent hand-cart service in the Lucan South area, to update on my request that this matter be examined as part of reforms that may be proposed and introduced under the Croke Park agreement?”
REPLY:
“As advised in response to this suggestion at last months meeting, this proposal will be considered in the broader context of achieving the efficiencies required under the Agreement.”
Bottom of Form

LC/1268/10 ILLEGAL DUMPING IN LUCAN AND PALMERSTOWN

Item ID: 25962
Question (12):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on the problem of illegal dumping in Lucan and Palmerstown, giving information on the extent of illegal dumping in 2010 compared to recent years, an account of the measures taken by the Council to address the problem, and a figure, even if approximate, of the cost to the Council in removing illegally dumped material (as distinct from litter) in 2010?”
REPLY:

“There have been a total of 779 clean up tasks completed in the Lucan Palmerstown area during 2010 (to the end of November).  This included three substantial clean ups ( two at Lynches Lane and one at Liffey Valley Link Road).  The estimated cost for hire of plant, materials and waste disposal costs is approximately €41,000 with the major clean ups comprising around 70% of this cost (which excludes direct labour costs).  These costs are broadly in line with those of recent years.

Continual patrol and monitoring of areas where there is consistent dumping forms part of the duties of the local Litter Warden as well as inspection of dumped material for any evidence to support enforcement action.  There are also awareness programmes and information leaflets to highlight the problems of illegal dumping as well as the penalties for same.  In addition, the Housing Department are making arrangements for CCTV at a location that is subject to major dumping and (consequently major clean ups) and will liaise with the Environment Department to ensure that any evidence used is available for enforcement purposes.”
LC/1269/10 HEADED ITEM (9)





Item ID: 25608
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1270/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25598
COR (6)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25973
LC/1271/10 MOT (12)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

LC/1272/10 MOT (13) DUMPING & FLY TIPPING IN THE BACK LANES OF PALMERSTOWN
Item ID: 25919
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“In view of the fact that the level of dumping and fly tipping in the back lanes in Palmerstown, especially close to the Primary Schools, has reached crisis point, that the Manager bring forward a plan for consideration and the subsequent approval of this Committee so that this blight on the Palmerstown Community, which is also a drain on the resources of this Council, can be eliminated once and for all.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The laneways/walkways are the subject of regular dumping and are patrolled as frequently as possible by the local Litter Warden.  The Warden also receives regular calls form local residents about the condition of the laneways.  Evidence is sought from the material to support litter fines/prosecutions where possible and clean ups are arranged by Cleansing as required. 

Consultations will take place with the Litter Warden, the Cleansing Inspector and other relevant personnel with regard to formulating a proposal to address this issue.  In this regard, suggestions from the Elected Members and local residents are welcome and will be considered, subject to available resources.”

Following a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and it was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting.  The report was NOTED.
LC/1273/10 MOT (14) RETURNING OF SDCC BINS IN THE LUCAN AREA
Item ID: 25920
In the absence of Councillor C. Jones the following motion FELL:
“That this Committee expresses its continuing disappointment at the manner in which SDCC bins are returned in the Lucan area by the waste management staff following them being presented for collection.”
COMMUNITY

LC/1274/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’ Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 13 and 14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1275/10 COMMUNITY AQUATIC & SPORTS COMPLEX IN ADAMSTOWN


Item ID: 25932
Question (13):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on negotiations with the developer of Adamstown SDZ on the provision of a Community Aquatic and Sports Complex?”
REPLY:

“Discussions in respect of proposals submitted by the Adamstown developers for the joint provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown remain ongoing.  A meeting between the developers and the relevant Council officials took place earlier this year.  Following that meeting, the developers undertook to do some further research on the matter and to submit revised details for further consideration.  The Developers revised submission is awaited.”
LC/1276/10 NUMBER OF COUNCIL WORKS ASSIGNED TO THE LUCAN ELECTORAL AREA
Item ID: 25963
Question (14):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager for a report on the number of Council Community Workers assigned to the Lucan EA and a summary of the organisations and groups with which the Community Workers are working/providing support? “
REPLY:

There are a total of three Community Workers assigned to look after the Clondalkin / Lucan/ Newcastle/ Palmerston Area. They are involved in working with the local communities at grass-roots level and are very active indeed across a diverse range of events and activities. The following list gives an indication of the range and type of these activities. The area covered by these Community Workers includes newly- developing communities such as Adamstown, as well as established communities such as those in Lucan and Palmerston.      

Clondalkin/ Lucan/ Newcastle/ Palmerston Area Team Events 

Clondalkin & Palmerston Profiles – Presentation on the profile of Clondalkin

These presentations have been delivered to local schools, residents and older groups. These presentations have developed great interest among the general public, schools and Libraries Department.

Annual Adamstown Christmas Party – Adamstown party was attended by over 300 children and families.

Adamstown Film Club – On the Block by RTE 2. This programme showcased young Adamstown people, having a voice by expressing their own feelings and attitudes about living in the area.

Griffeen Community Development Group – the Parent and Toddler Group has over 100 families registered. They provide a welcoming environment for Toddlers & Parents to meet other families. GCDG have carried out programmes with the parents such as “Healthy Eating” and “First Aid”.

Adamstown Parent and Toddler Group is currently up and running in the Adamstown Area. This group is slow to start as many parents are reluctant to get involved in the organising and running of the group. The community team are working with parents to encourage and support them to take ownership.

Griffeen Women’s Group – a new women’s group supported by the GCDG and SDCC is in the process of starting up in the Griffeen area of Lucan. First meeting took place in November. 17 local women have currently shown interest in getting involved in the group.

Palmerston Walking Route was established in February. 67 older people turned up for the 1st walk of the route. Since the great success of the augural walk, the community team developed a committee to organise a walking group and since then they meet on a weekly basis and the group is growing in numbers each week.

Adamstown Walking Groups – in the past year there has been two walking groups set up in the Adamstown area. One in the Castlegate Area and one in the Paddocks Area.

Palmerston, Adamstown, Deansrath and Newscastle Lyons have all hosted coffee mornings. These mornings provide a platform for community groups/ organisations to highlight and promote their positive contribution to the locality while providing individuals with information.

Adamstown Summer Project and Adamstown Community Games public meetings took place throughout the year to engage residents to volunteer and participate.

Smarter travel Adamstown – SDCC was commissioned by the DTO to develop and implement a personalised travel planning pilot in Adamstown. This we hoped would help imbed sustainable behaviour into new residential developments in Ireland. This study was carried out by going door to door and engaging residents. Much information was given out to residents and a report was compiled and presented to the DTO.
Palmerston Youth Club is been supported by the Community Team. Some of the supports offered are as follows:

-          organising events and competitions within the club

-          Organising youth club committee to meet with other youth groups to see how they are organised.

Neilstown Boxing Club - many meetings took place with the community team on the new extension of the Neilstown Community Centre. Boxing club was completed and official opened in October.

Older and Active in Palmerston took place in May. This event was run in conjunction with the Sports Officer. 60 older people attended and it was a great success.

Older and Active seminars took place on the 27th of April, 4th of May, and the 18th of May. 50 older people attended. An example of issues that rose at meetings included, information board, drop - in – centre, safety, transport and communication and networking. One of the responses to these seminars by SDCC was to develop an Active Retirement Association in the Clondalkin Area. This Association currently has over 300 members spread out over 15 active groups.

Unemployment information day took place on the 19th of April in Lucan. This event brought many local agencies together and gave them a platform to get information out to the local unemployed people. This event was well attended.

Palmerston Community Festival took place the 20th – 27th of June. This event included activities such as bands, face painting, bouncy castles, and 5k race. This festival was a success and a very positive initiative which is lead by the community and supported by SDCC. This initiative boosts community spirit and participation in Palmerston.

Lucan Community Festival took place for its second year from the 20th – 26th of September. This event was a huge success with over 5000 people turning up to the family day alone. This event included activities such as cinema mobile, historical walk, cricket tournament, and multi cultural event on the Sunday. This festival is a very positive initiative for the local people of Lucan. A committee has been set up by the community team with the majority of members been local residents to organise and run the festival.

Lucan Community Festival Fundraising events took place on the 22nd July and the 2nd of September to raise money for the festival. These events were organised by the festival committee and showcased local community groups.

Balgaddy clean up days have taken place in the Balgaddy area. These days were organised by the Balgaddy working together group and supported by SDCC

Balgaddy Summer Family Day was a huge success with many residents turning out to enjoy the day. This was an initiative by the local residents, SDCC and CPLN.

Balgaddy Gardening Workshop organised by SDCC and An Taisce took place in March.

Palmerston Artist in the Community Project – this is an innovative project with SDCC taking the lead as the first local authority in the research and development of Sap navigation technology. SDCC’s major road networks, particularly the M50 toll bridge will be linked with the natural environmental sounds of the Waterstown Park, to provide drivers with a more relaxing and pleasurable driving experience.

Arts and disability conferring ceremony took place on the 24th of June. The pilot training programme is the first council project for graduates to be awarded a 3rd level certificate.

Older and Active in Clondalkin Summer Project ran from the 23rd – 29th of August. This event was run by Knockmitten Youth and Community Centre and supported by SDCC. The programme had many activities of an interest to older people. This project was very successful and can be used as a blueprint for future older person’s projects throughout the county.

The Phoenix Clubhouse BBQ and Art Exhibition took place on the 13th of July. This event was supported by the Community team and the purpose of the event was to celebrate the successful completion of the clubhouse improvement works to the appearance of the premises.

Palmerston Family Cycle took place on the 20th of June. This event was run by SDCC and was successful with 40 local people of all ages taking part in the event.

Adamstown Family Cycle Event took place on the 19th of June. This event was run by SDCC and was a very successful event with over 250 residents participating in the family cycle and the activities on offer by SDCC and the Community Gardaí.

Griffeen Community Teddy bears picnic took place in Corkagh Park in June. Over 32 adults and 50 Children turned up to enjoy the picnic. This event was a joint initiative by Community Team and Griffeen Community Development Group.

Adamstown 10k Road Race took part on the 11th of September. This is an initiative of the Adamstown Community Partnership. 300 Residents took part in the race.

Newscastle Retirement Active Men’s Social was established in September by the Community Team. The purpose of the men only group is to provide services, activities and social access to the high number of older men living in this semi – rural area. There are currently 48 members and is growing each week. 

An Art and Disability Seminar took place on the 15th of September. Approximately 50 artists and local services providers attended.

Summer projects – the community team are working on a committee to develop new ways to engage communities and volunteers to develop and deliver local area Summer Projects. A series of local community summer projects meetings will take place across the South Dublin County to encourage local volunteerism and community assets building.

South Dublin Dragons event took place on November.

Comhairle Na Nóg AGM took place on the 3rd of November. Over 75 young people attended.   There has been a recent hand over to the Youth Service to be the lead agency of Comhairle Na Nog.

LC/1277/10 HEADED ITEM (10)





Item ID: 25605
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1278/10 HEADED ITEM (11)





Item ID: 25594
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1279/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25596
COR (7)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25921
LC/1280/10 MOT (15) SWIMMING POOL, LUCAN
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell
“That this Committee re-affirms and will not give up on its commitment to the provision of a public Swimming Pool in Lucan, condemns unequivocally the decision, supported by all the Coalition parties and members including FF, Green and Independent Dáil Deputies representing Lucan, to abandon, after the relevant Government Department had led this Committee and the Council "up the garden path" for years, including the years of the dear departed Celtic Tiger,  by giving repeated written replies referring to the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme, the scheme of financial  support for Local Authority Swimming Pools, recognises that this betrayal of the Lucan Swimming Pool Project, combined with the collapse in Development Levy income to the Council makes it very difficult for the Manager to raise the necessary finance for a Swimming Pool Project, nevertheless requests the Manager to meet with Lucan EA Councillors to discuss and explore any options that might be open to the Council, and the community of Lucan, to bring a Lucan Swimming Pool project to fruition.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

Following a contribution from Councillor D. Keating, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and Councillor E. Tuffy requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with COMMUNITY Business.

LC/1281/10 MOT (16) LUCAN SWIMMING POOL, LUCAN

Item ID: 25922
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the long-awaited and planned Swimming Pool for the Lucan area. In the light of years of effort and representations by the Lucan community and Lucan Public Representatives, including many Motions passed by the Council and Area Committees in pursuit of this water leisure facility, and the Manager's efforts to provide a Swimming Pool for Lucan, that the Manager would report on his most recent efforts and discussions with the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and the Department's response to our most recent request for funding through the Swimming Pool Programme, and what alternative initiatives, including possible joint ventures can be explored to deliver a Lucan Swimming Pool.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year Rolling Capital Programme under the category “projects planned” 

The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport has not yet formally indicated to the Council when it expects to re-open its swimming pool programme which has been closed since July 2000.
The Department of the Environment by circular letter LG /03/ 08 dated 2/4/08 required each Local Authority to carry out a comprehensive audit of all arts, community and sports facilities within its area, this audit has been completed and returned to the Department.

The Community Department has embarked on this route to assist in the wider exercise of putting in place a more strategic approach to provision of facilities generally and ensure the development of necessary sports facilities throughout the country.

In the meantime, the Community Department has forwarded to the Department its Water Leisure Strategy Review to support the Council’s strategic view in this County.

The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced.

Following any announcement of the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme the Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to the project. In this regard the Department has stated that "No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the programme".

In addition there may be further financial challenges with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which may negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.

It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these challenges before fully assessing this project further.

Community Department is committed to the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan but can only do so within the resources available. So far, we have not been able to identify any alternative sources of finance to fund this project.

The proposals submitted by the developers for the provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown are still under active active consideration and discussion with the relevant Council officials.  A meeting between the developers and the relevant Council officials took place earlier in the Summer. Following that meeting, the developers undertook to do some further research on the matter.

The options open to the Council in this case are as outlined in this report and, in the present circumstances, it is not possible to surmise when these options might change.
The report was NOTED and Councillor D. Keating requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with COMMUNITY Business.

LC/1282/10 MOT (17) DEPUTATION MEETING WITH ROSSE COURT RESIDENTS
Item ID: 25969
In the absence of Councillor C. Jones the following motion FELL:
“That the Manager agrees to a deputation meeting with the Rosse Court Resident's Association to investigate resident's issues.”
ROADS

LC/1283/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 15 to 20 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1284/10 MEASURES TO TACKLE TRAFFIC TAILBACKS ON THE NEWCASTLE ROAD, LUCAN








Item ID: 25933
QUESTION (15):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to outline all measures being pursued, including traffic light co-ordination and re-sequencing, installation of new road markings etc, in an effort to tackle the serious traffic tailbacks on Newcastle Road in Lucan?”
REPLY:

“It should be noted that a certain amount of traffic congestion is to be expected in the urban environment and every effort is made to keep this to a minimum. This involves the modifications / adjustments mentioned.  However an adjustment made at one location can have a detrimental effect elsewhere on the network. The Newcastle Road (R120) is a major road artery for the development of the County and traffic movements at this location are under constant review.”
LC/1285/10 POSSIBLE RE-OPENING OF TANDY’S LANE-N4 LINK ROAD
Item ID: 25936
QUESTION (16):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to write to the National Roads Authority to request a meeting with the elected members of this Committee and relevant managers and engineers from the Road's Department to discuss the future possible reopening of the Tandy's Lane - N4 link road as provided for in SLO 19 of the new County Development Plan. It is noted that this road link was successfully and safely reopened to facilitate the recent Lucan Festival.  It is also noted that in their submission on the amendments to the draft Development Plan the NRA indicated that they “remain available to discuss the situation with the Council” (submission ref. 0023).?”
REPLY:

“It should be noted that this junction was closed on safety grounds and was only opened to facilitate the Lucan festival at the request of the Lucan Gardaí who were responsible for safety at the junction. The NRA will be contacted to arrange such a meeting.”
LC/1286/10 TRAFFIC SURVEY AT THE JUNCTION OF THE N4/OVAL AND KENNELSFORT ROAD/WHEATFIELD ROAD





Item ID: 25952
QUESTION (17):
Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager if the traffic survey I requested into traffic movements between the junction at the N4/Oval and the junction of Kennelsfort Road/Wheatfield Road in both directions has been completed and when will it be brought before this Committee?”
REPLY:

“Due to pressure of work these traffic counts have not been carried out. However it is hoped, subject to availability of resources, to carry out the traffic survey early in 2011.”

LC/1287/10 DISTRIBUTION BOX OUTSIDE 39 OAK COURT LAWNS
tem ID: 25953
Question (18):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager to arrange the examination of the recently installed distribution box outside No 39 Oak Court Lawns as it is already a focal point for anti-social behaviour and appears to have been installed without any consideration for the impact it may have locally.  Secondly, does such a retro-fit of a public utility require planning permission or/and does the local authority have to be consulted and if yes was it and what was the input into the decision to locate at this point?”
REPLY:

“A roadside electrical cabinet was installed in early November 2010 by UPC Ltd as part of a broadband upgrade project being carried out in the area. A licence was applied for and granted by the South Dublin Roadworks Control Unit. The cabinet was sited on the grass verge, away from adjacent private residences. This unit is typical of others throughout the county which have been erected by telecommunications companies.”

LC/1288/10 GULLIES IN THE DINGLE




Item ID: 25954
Question (19):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask that the gullies in the Dingle, particularly that outside No 10, cleaned out as a matter of urgency as many sections of this roadway are subject to regular ponding and flooding?”
REPLY:

“The gullies will be inspected by the road maintenance crew and cleaned out as required.”

LC/1289/10 INSTALLATION OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS BY LOCAL BUSINESSES










Item ID: 25966
Question (20):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if the Council supports, in any way, the installation of Christmas lights? Would the Council would be supportive of an initiative by local businesses in Lucan to put Christmas lights on the trees on the public footpaths around the Village Green in Lucan?”
REPLY:

“There is a dedicated supply available for Christmas tree lighting in the Village Green. This is used to light the large Christmas tree erected by Park's Department every year and to festoon the nearby mature trees within the park. However it is unsuitable to supply lighting for the trees on the footpath due to the difficulty of getting a safe electrical connection from this supply box across the river.”

LC/1290/10 HEADED ITEM (12)





Item ID: 25612
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1291/10 HEADED ITEM (13)





Item ID: 25614

The following report was presented by Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer:

PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS


CASTLE RIADA AVENUE FOOTPATH ONLY

MAP
STATUTORY NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN IN THE PUBLIC PRESS OF THE COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO CONSIDER THE MAKING OF A DECLARATION THAT THE FOOTPATHS ONLY IN THE FOLLOWING ESTATE,

Castle Riada Avenue, Lucan 

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public.

 The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday 22th November – no objections were received.

 It is recommended that the footpaths be declared to be public.

 The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

SCHEDULE FOR:  Castle Riada Avenue. Footpaths Only.

           LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:
“That this Committee RECOMMENDS that South Dublin County Council declare the footpaths only in Castle Riada Avenue, Lucan as set out in the above report to be public.” 
The report was NOTED.
LC/1292/10 HEADED ITEM (14)





Item ID: 25915
The following report was presented by Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer:
INITIATE A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC CONGESTION OF THE ROAD NETWORK IN LUCAN SOUTH OF N4
This report has arisen from the Area Committee meeting in June 2010 wherein it was decided that further report would issue to the Area Committee in relation to traffic congestion in the South Lucan area. 

The Council does not have the resources to provide a detailed analysis of the traffic pattern as requested in the recent motion at this time. However, in an effort to address the issue and identify the scope of such analysis a comparison has been made as an example from extracts from the following 

(a)The traffic assessment of the EIS for the Outer Ring Road Scheme, (b) Traffic counts carried out as part of the Lucan Luas scheme in 2008 and(c) the current projected flows from the traffic movements carried out at a number of junctions in the area through analysis of current movements at a number of the junctions where the MOVA system operates are attached herewith. These will show the complexity of the information available and the incompatibility of conclusions that can be drawn from such information.

By way of explanation the following should be noted: 

(1) The MOVA system stands for Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation. Designed by TRL (Transport Research Laboratory) in the UK during the 1980s, it is now a very well established strategy for the control of traffic light signals at isolated junctions – i.e. junctions that are uncoordinated with any neighbouring signals. 

It is particularly useful at 

(a) Sites with high traffic flow, particularly where there are seasonal or intermittent traffic flow fluctuations. 

(b) Sites experiencing capacity difficulties under VA control with congestion on one or more approaches. 

(c) Where additional capacity is required it allows pedestrian facilities and safer staging structures to be introduced. 

(d) Where more than one junction is situated too close to be considered as isolated, there are ways in which two or more junctions can be linked by the use of MOVA control. 

 Although designed for isolated junctions, a number of linked schemes have also been installed by SDCC particularly in the South Lucan area. South Dublin County Council has over 20 sites on MOVA.

This traffic signal technology provides efficient control of the junctions ensuring the capacity of a junction or a set of junctions is maximised.

MOVA is designed to cater for the full range of traffic conditions, from very low flows through to a junction that is overloaded. For the major part of the range - before congestion occurs, MOVA operates in a delay minimising mode; if any approach becomes overloaded, the system switches to a capacity maximising procedure. MOVA is also able to operate at a wide range of junctions, from the very simple ‘shuttle-working’, to large, multi-phase multi-lane sites. 

The system also provides for optimum cycle times for vulnerable road users. 

(2) The ORR EIS is based on the DTO Saturn model, this is a forecasting and estimating tool that uses previous traffic flows and expected growth factors. It is useful for selecting the best road and other transport options to be provided in a scheme and provides an estimation of future traffic flows for the expected growth factors. As with any model it is the closest virtual version of reality that can be provided without actually providing the real scheme. 

The figures produced in the EIS are demand volumes estimated by the model and not the capacity that the constructed junctions will have. 

Since the completion of the scheme several other, but not all, transportation elements included in the model have been provided, N4 and M50 upgrades are complete, but not the Lucan Luas and Metro North or the Hazelhatch dart line. 

(3) Some traffic counts have been carried out since the ORR scheme was completed. Most notably junction surveys were carried out by the RPA as part of their Luas Line F (Lucan) evaluation. 

These included the junctions on the proposed route along the Outer Ring Road The number of vehicles arriving and leaving each arm of each junction, traffic flows between each junction and capacity of traffic provided by each junction have also been identified.

Limited data is also available from the signal controllers along the Outer Ring Road which has provided data on signal throughput. 

Care should be taken in the use of this data as it requires considerable expertise to carry out detailed analysis and involves more than simple statistical analysis and comparison with actual and theoretical flows. The delay in the delivery of public transport infrastructure gives rise to anomalies when comparing actual with theoretical traffic flows as the modelling assumptions made are not comprehensively represented in the current existing road network. For this reason it is not correct to compare actual traffic flows with those figures projected in the EIS reports.  

In an urban context the capacity of a road network is constrained and determined by the operational capacity of its junctions.  In assessing the operational performance of junctions a number of criteria have been established to evaluate performance.  These are identified as

· The maximum Ratio of Flow to Capacity (RFC) of any normal approach to a junction which should ideally not exceed 90% of its theoretical capacity. 

· Average maximum acceptable delay per vehicle at a junction should not exceed 2 minutes. 

The junctions in Lucan south area are under constant review with regard to traffic flows as these traffic lights are vehicle activated to provide maximum through of traffic in accordance with set criteria relating to road hierarchy and those mentioned above. 

The vehicle activated traffic lights system provided contribute greatly to the efficient movement of traffic and maximisation of capacity.   

It should be borne in mind, however, that it is not possible to cater for all traffic flows at each junction at all times.  Traffic congestion is a part of life and well never be removed fully, particularly when the school run continues to be the major contributor to peak traffic flows. 

Prior to ORR opening severe congestion was experienced especially in south Lucan this was instantaneously resolved with the opening of the ORR. The removal of this congestion eventually permitted previously suppressed trips to be undertaken as modelled. There was a brief window where the provision of the new road permitted a very high level of service prior to the establishment of normal traffic flows and acceptable congestion. This was interfered with during the construction of the M50 upgrade and the N4 upgrade and it will take time to settle down. Traffic counters are only now being reinstated on the major routes and these will not be fully operable in 2010. 

“Acceptable congestion” is the level of congestion that drivers will tolerate and still choose to drive a busy route. This congestion can be very high where alternatives such as public transport are difficult to access. In this case bus corridors have been provided to encourage the switch to public transport as far as possible on the ORR and N4 route. In the absence of additional public transport initiatives being provided or delayed due financial constraints these junctions have a finite capacity and cannot cater for all traffic flows.   

The completion of the Lucan Bypass scheme has altered the flow of traffic in the Lucan area. e.g. in the evening, traffic no longer avoids the queues at the old Newcastle / N4 junction and traffic now leaving the City arrives in Lucan earlier in the evening and the peak hour has been shortened . Similar changes have occurred to traffic heading in other directions.  

The Traffic section continues to monitor all of the signalised junctions on the Outer Ring Road and the Newcastle road and Fonthill road in order to recalibrate and validate the signal configurations as necessary. 

Example; For instance in the case of the Outer Ring Road EIS several options were modelled, the option 1(f) is the approved scheme. The figures are shown below for each section of road along and joining the Outer Ring Road. In 2008 the RPA carried out full junction counts and these are shown next to the relevant EIS figure. (The figures are extracted from section 5.8 of the Outer Ring Road EIS page 76. and RPA traffic counts with this report).

TABLE 1
	Description
	Link
	Direction
	EIS approved scheme
	RPA 2008 count

	9 ORR – South of Balgaddy RB 
	9
	NB
	500
	 

	10 ORR (Balgaddy – Pennyhill)
	10
	NB
	130
	391

	10 ORR (Balgaddy – Pennyhill)
	10
	SB
	490
	704

	11 ORR (Pennyhill – Ballyowen) 
	11
	NB
	890
	912

	11 ORR (Pennyhill – Ballyowen) 
	11
	SB
	270
	698

	12 ORR – South of N4
	12
	NB
	870
	931

	12 ORR – South of N4
	12
	SB
	650
	889

	24 Griffeen Avenue West of ORR 
	24
	WB
	460
	 

	24 Griffeen Avenue West of ORR 
	24
	EB
	710
	 

	25 Griffeen Avenue East of ORR
	25
	EB
	910
	 

	25 Griffeen Avenue East of ORR
	25
	WB
	300
	 

	26 Castle Road West of ORR
	26
	WB
	140
	147

	26 Castle Road West of ORR
	26
	EB
	500
	321

	27 Castle Road East of ORR
	27
	EB
	60
	338

	27 Castle Road East of ORR
	27
	WB
	690
	308

	28 Esker Lane
	28
	WB
	220
	529

	28 Esker Lane
	28
	EB
	690
	335

	29 Ballyowen Road
	29
	EB
	1100
	236

	29 Ballyowen Road
	29
	WB
	220
	554


It should be noted that the figures are distorted as the M50 works and the N4 works have been undertaken during the 2005 to 2009 period and care should be taken when analysis of these most recent flows have been taken. 

For better understanding of junction performance the EIS figures are collated on a junction by junction basis. This allows comparison between the EIS model, RPA counts and data recovered from the traffic signal controllers

TABLE 2

	AM Peak  hour junction comparison 

	Outer Ring Road junctions
	EIS - 2019
	RPA -2008
	MOVA - 2010
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ballyowen/ Willsbrook Junction
	2450
	2690
	2444
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Castle Road junction
	1590
	1718
	2099
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Griffeen Road junction
	2000
	-
	2352
	 


In table 2 it can bee seen that the Willsbrook junction has a similar capacity to that suggested in the Outer Ring Road EIS, but that during 2008 it was substantially higher, perhaps due to nearby major road works. Conversely the Castle road junction has substantially less possibly due to avoidance of this route and congestion noticed at the Ballyowen Willsbrook Junction. This has now reversed benefiting local movements. 

In contrast Table 1 indicates a divergence of estimated and recorded traffic flows (all be it during the N4 upgrade) in any case the signal system redistributes the capacity to accommodate the realised traffic demand. Photos of the junctions operating during the morning are shown below. Please note the time stamp on the upper right corner. From the photos it can be observed that the signals clear queues on each cycle of the signals. Additional photos are available.

Extract of traffic signal controller log files
Traffic signal controller or MOVA data files. In each case the vehicle detectors data file was interrogated for the number of detections. It should be noted that the detectors are designed for signal operation and not necessarily counting of vehicles although in effect this is what they do. TOTX is the total vehicles entering the junction form all approaches. The data is selected for 9:00am as that is the hour modelled for the EIS. Full spreadsheet and data files are available with this report.

Ballyowen/ Willsbrook Junction 

Table 3
	day
	Hour
	time
	TOTX

	28-Sep
	09:00
	28/09/2010 09:00
	2510

	29-Sep
	09:00
	29/09/2010 09:00
	2456

	30-Sep
	09:00
	30/09/2010 09:00
	2424

	01-Oct
	09:00
	01/10/2010 09:00
	2401

	02-Oct
	09:00
	02/10/2010 09:00
	857

	03-Oct
	09:00
	03/10/2010 09:00
	464

	04-Oct
	09:00
	04/10/2010 09:00
	2443

	05-Oct
	09:00
	05/10/2010 09:00
	2393

	06-Oct
	09:00
	06/10/2010 09:00
	2397

	07-Oct
	09:00
	07/10/2010 09:00
	2500

	08-Oct
	09:00
	08/10/2010 09:00
	2473

	 
	 
	Week day average
	2444


Castle Road junction

Table 4

	day
	Hour
	time
	TOTX

	27-Sep
	09:00
	27/09/2010 09:00
	2057

	28-Sep
	09:00
	28/09/2010 09:00
	2144

	29-Sep
	09:00
	29/09/2010 09:00
	2092

	30-Sep
	09:00
	30/09/2010 09:00
	2207

	01-Oct
	09:00
	01/10/2010 09:00
	2087

	02-Oct
	09:00
	02/10/2010 09:00
	629

	03-Oct
	09:00
	03/10/2010 09:00
	292

	04-Oct
	09:00
	04/10/2010 09:00
	2075

	05-Oct
	09:00
	05/10/2010 09:00
	2146

	06-Oct
	09:00
	06/10/2010 09:00
	1982

	 
	 
	Week day average
	2099


Griffeen Road junction

Table 5

	day
	Hour
	time
	TOTX

	28-Sep
	09:00
	28/09/2010 09:00
	2358

	29-Sep
	09:00
	29/09/2010 09:00
	2332

	30-Sep
	09:00
	30/09/2010 09:00
	2354

	01-Oct
	09:00
	01/10/2010 09:00
	2336

	02-Oct
	09:00
	02/10/2010 09:00
	609

	03-Oct
	09:00
	03/10/2010 09:00
	314

	04-Oct
	09:00
	04/10/2010 09:00
	2363

	05-Oct
	09:00
	05/10/2010 09:00
	2401

	06-Oct
	09:00
	06/10/2010 09:00
	2319

	 
	 
	Week day average
	2352


Bottom of Form

The report was NOTED.
LC/1293/10 HEADED ITEM (15)





Item ID: 25971
The following report was presented by Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer:
REVIEW OF POLICY ON WINTER GRITTING
“Since the commencement of the adverse weather on Thursday 25th November the Council has been managing the clearing, gritting of the main roads in the County.  The Council has also responded to numerous requests from public transport providers, ambulance and hospital services, the Luas operators, Gardaí and fire brigade for spot gritting of specific locations to assist in the continuity of their services.  

Yesterday morning (Monday 6th of December, 2010) the Council's gritting crews engaged with a full scheduled gritting programme, and repeated the same exercise at 3:00pm (the full scheduled programme). Spot gritting continued to take place on a prioritised basis throughout the day. The crews returned to work at midnight and worked until 6 am today clearing the snow that had fallen.

The gritting schedule which has been previously published is available as a map or as a downloadable pdf

Irrespective of gritting having taken place, the Council continues to urge extreme caution to all road users as the prevailing conditions represent a serious hazard and the advice to motorists is to avoid all unnecessary travel. 

With regards to the footpaths within the County, all available outdoor staff will continue to be mobilised and deployed to footpath clearance on a prioritised basis. Works are being concentrated in the vicinity of Hospitals, Schools, Churches and Community buildings. The Council urges footpath users to take extreme caution as the packed snow and ice on footpaths is expected to deteriorate with heavy frost. It is also vital to exercise extreme caution when using any cleared areas as such areas continue to be extremely slippy even after clearance. 

 

This report and all further reports will continue to be updated to the Council's web site, twitter page and facebook
Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, D. Keating, G. O’Connell and W. Lavelle, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.  The members wished to thank all staff involved in the maintenance of our roads during this inclement weather.  It was AGREED that a further report would go to the next Strategic Policy Committee Meeting.

LC/1294/10 SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to vary the order of business as set out in the agenda to deal with the following Emergency Motion:

The following motion was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and D. Keating:

“This Area Committee commends the Council Staff involved for the outstanding and excellent service provided during the current Artic spell and for their success in keeping the main traffic arteries, as well as key public locations, safe despite the persistently atrocious weather conditions.  It is the view of this Area Committee that the policy of just keeping traffic moving on main traffic arteries is not sufficient or acceptable to the public.  Safe movement for pedestrians along all footpaths and for motorised traffic on County Estates are probably just as critical. While recognising the severe financial constraints on public finances at this time, this Committee calls for a review of policy and practice and in particular that arrangements be put in place to involve volunteers from local communities, with access to gritting material, in a manner that will supplement the work of Council staff, individual households and property owners, in rendering footpaths and Estate roads safe and that this be a headed item at the December Monthly meeting of SDCC.”

The motion was PASSED.
LC/1295/10 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID: 25602
COR (8)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25959
LC/1296/10 MOT (18) PLANTING OF FAST GROWING TREES ON THE LANDS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ALONGSIDE THE N4
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee recommends that the Manager requests the Park's Department to plant suitable fast growing trees on lands owned by the Presbyterian Church alongside the N4 in Lucan, following the removal of trees from the piece of land acquired from the Church lands for the N4 Upgrade Project, to reduce the noise levels which have increased substantially at this location as a result of the removal of the trees.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“All accommodation works associated with the N4 upgrade at this location has been carried out and there is no funding available from the National Roads Authority for the provision of additional planting.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, W. Lavelle and G. O’Connell, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that a further briefing should be given by the NRA, the report was NOTED.
LC/1297/10 MOT (19) INTRODUCTION OF SCHEMES IN THE LUCAN AREA TO ECNOURAGE CHILDREN TO CYCLE TO SCHOOL




Item ID: 25916
In the absence of Councillor C. Jones the following motion FELL:
“That the Manager will explore initiating a scheme and supporting schools in the Lucan area to encourage cycling to school. As part of the initiative that a pilot school would be chosen to determine the effectiveness in providing: a) road safety education to cyclists b) education on the health benefits of cycling and c) practical facilities such as bike racks.”
LC/1298/10 MOT (20) INTRODUCTION OF THE  SCHOOL-TIME HEAVY GOODS RESTRICTION ON NEWCASTLE ROAD, LUCAN





Item ID: 25719
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would set out the schedule leading to the introduction of the agreed School-Time Heavy Goods Restriction on the Newcastle Road, Lucan, in keeping with Council Policy as included in our County Development Plan, as agreed with Council Management, and that specifically this new and agreed measure will be introduced on 1st January 2011.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“As stated at the previous meeting of this committee the Council will endeavour to implement this  policy as included in the Development Plan and shown below:

Section 2.2.31.iv Policy T30: Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction

"It is the policy of the Council to introduce a School-Time Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction on the Newcastle Road, Lucan.  Whilst the enforcement of this measure is a matter for the Gardaí, the Council, by way of policy, is considering the safety of all concerned, including school-going children".

In this regard the Council has written to the Garda Commissioner to ascertain his views on the matter.  When a response is received from the Gardaí it will be placed as a Headed Item on both the Transportation SPC and Economic Development SPC.  In the interim a further full examination of traffic management and safety issues on the Newcastle Road adjacent to schools will be undertaken to ensure that all appropriate measures are in place for the safety of all pedestrians at this location.”

Following a contribution from Councillor D. Keating, the report was NOTED.  Councillor D. Keating requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with ROADS Business.”
LC/1299/10 MOT (21) IMPLEMENTATION OF A SCHOOL-TIME HGV RESTRICTION









Item ID: 25905
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Area Committee recommends again that South Dublin County Council, subject to the Garda Commissioner’s approval, implement a school-time HGV restriction on Newcastle Road in Lucan without any further delay.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“As stated at the previous meeting of this committee the Council will endeavour to implement this  policy as included in the Development Plan and shown below:

Section 2.2.31.iv Policy T30: Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction

"It is the policy of the Council to introduce a School-Time Heavy Goods Vehicles Restriction on the Newcastle Road, Lucan.  Whilst the enforcement of this measure is a matter for the Gardaí, the Council, by way of policy, is considering the safety of all concerned, including school-going children".

In this regard the Council has written to the Garda Commissioner to ascertain his views on the matter.  When a response is received from the Gardaí it will be placed as a Headed Item on both the Transportation SPC and Economic Development SPC.  In the interim a further full examination of traffic management and safety issues on the Newcastle Road adjacent to schools will be undertaken to ensure that all appropriate measures are in place for the safety of all pedestrians at this location.”

Following a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle, the report was NOTED.  Councillor W. Lavelle requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with ROADS Business.”
LC/1300/10 MOT (22) TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN THE LUCAN SOUTH AREA
Item ID: 25906
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Area Committee, noting the findings of the report, presented at the November meeting, on traffic congestion in the Lucan South area; and noting in particular that MOVA-recorded vehicle usage of Outer Ring Road junctions in 2010 was at, or in excess of, projected usage in 2019; and further noting the significant safety risks posed by motorists queuing side-by-side on the approach roads and encroaching onto cycle-lanes; RECOMMENDS that the Manager implement junction improvements to the Ballyowen/ Willsbrook, Castle Road (Penny Hill) and Griffeen Avenue junctions, including traffic light re-sequencing and creation of new dedicated filter turning lanes on the approach roads to the ORR; and requests the Manager to present detailed drawings showing such proposals for discussion with the elected members.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Observation of the junction operation along the outer ring road as presented in the report at the last ACM notes that progression at each junction was such that the side roads cleared consistently, in so far as only one or two vehicles were approaching the junction as the signals went to red, allowing traffic held further back to approach the junction. The provision of additional lanes can only be effective, particularly at Willsbrook Road, where traffic queues on the roads heading across the N4 are uncongested. Currently when this is the case the need for the additional lanes dissipates. Increasing the capacity approaching the origin of congestion can only further exacerbate the situation and it is not recommended that an additional lane be provided at this junction.  The practice whereby 2 lanes are made by traffic at this location only makes the situation worse causing difficulties for cyclists and traffic exiting the side roads.

At the junctions further south, congestion is a result of specific activities and not general traffic (Shopping at Castle Road and school traffic at Griffeen Avenue). Improvements were made previously at Castle Road to assist detection of vehicles at the shopping area. The Griffeen Avenue approach to the outer ring road is already two lane.

This road is designed with the needs of all road users in mind, this results in the combination of vehicle and cycle lanes on the approach to junctions. New road schemes will continue to have this type of configuration. The encroachment onto cycle tracks to make two lane queues approaching junctions is undesirable but may be a factor until this road configuration becomes the norm.”

Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Planner responded to queries raised, it was AGREED that a visit to the Traffic Management Centre would be arranged for the Members.  The report was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 5:00 pm.

Signed: ______________




Date: ___________
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