COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 08th November, 2010


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Coburn, E.
	Keating, D.

	Corr, M.
	Kenny, G.

	Crowe, S.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dowds, R.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman,  C. Henehan, J. Walsh, E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, M. Maguire, P. Murphy, Y. Dervan, A. Jacob, M. Fagan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officer
	M. 0’Neill 

	T./Senior Staff Officer
	B. Reilly

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT
	C. Whelan 


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.
Apologies from Councillor C. King and Councillor J. Lahart.


Prior to opening the Meeting the Mayor paid respects to the Council’s  recently deceased well respected colleague Jerry Judge RIP and extended sympathy to Jerry’s family and the family of Joan Lahart RIP, mother of Councillor John Lahart.   A minute’s silence was observed.
H1/1110 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th October 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

 The Minutes were proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by  Councillor R. Dowds.

REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2a)/1110     RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 12th OCTOBER 2010

DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS)

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1953
	Woodstown Village Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	15/06/10
	€200

	GF1955
	Woodstown Village Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	15/06/10
	€500
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It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE  
the Grants, as recommended in the foregoing report.””
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Keane: 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting of 12th October 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H2b)/1110
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 18th OCTOBER 2010

DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING  

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants 


Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this 
grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1981
	St. Aengus Active Retirement Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	29/09/10
	€200



Application for Arts Contribution


Applications for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been 
received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these contributions, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	YMCA Brookfield
	Contribution towards programming a music festival in Brookfield and participation in a concert for the opening of Brookfield Youth and Community Centre
	04/10/10
	€600



It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and 
RESOLVED:

            “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
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The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) Meeting of 18th October 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/1110    LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 20th OCTOBER 2010  DEALING WITH PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/1110
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 26th OCTOBER 2010   DEALING WITH HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants 

Application for Arts Contribution 

Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been 
received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	County Dublin VEC (Collinstown Sports Complex) Neilstown Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
	Contribution towards providing Arts Workshops for a Christmas Event. 
	04/10/10
	€200



It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and 
RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
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The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) Meeting of 26th October 2010 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2e)/1110
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 27th OCTOBER 2010

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H3/1110 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE  
AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H4/1110
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/1110
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS:
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q29 
be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
 Q1/1110
BOHERBOY WATER SCHEME

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Coburn

To ask the Manager to provide an update with regard to the status of the works on Boherboy Water Scheme and to outline what works are outstanding and the timeframe for completion. Can the Manager also outline the status of the relationship with the contractor and what plans are in place to ensure the completion of the scheme and to highlight any potential risks to SDCC (including financial) for completion of this project?


REPLY:

The Boherboy Water Scheme Civil Works Contract which was awarded to Pierse 
Contracting Ltd is 90% or more completed. The outstanding works are mainly at 
the two reservoir sites at Saggart and Kiltalown where the site works including 
roads, 
footpaths, landscaping and fencing still have to be started or finished. 
There are two short pieces of water main still to be laid at the bottom of Stocking 
Lane and in Citywest beside the Blessington Road and a number of tie-ins between 
the newly laid mains and the existing mains. All these new mains except the line to 
Newcastle from Saggart which is in service have to be cleaned and sterilized. 


Pierse Contracting have gone into liquidation.  The Council is looking at all 
options for the completion of the work.  A team is in place to assess the 
implications and schedule the actions to be taken.  A bond is in place and the 
Council is confident that the scheme will be completed though it will likely be 
behind schedule.   
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Q2/1110
RIVER LIFFEY MAINTENANCE 



QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager who is responsible for the maintenance of the banks of River Liffey in the South Dublin County Council Area?  Many sections of the banks are overgrown and I would have concerns in relation to flooding during the winter?


REPLY:

The landowners i.e. the riparian owners are responsible for the maintenance of the 
banks of River Liffey in the South Dublin County Council area except where it flows 
through or along land or parks that are in public ownership. The Council does have 
a legislative role in ensuring pollution does not occur and a maintenance role in 
ensuring blockages are dealt with so flooding does not occur. Under normal 
circumstances, the Council does not tamper with the natural ecology of the 
riverbank and dead or fallen trees that do not present a risk of blockage 
downstream are not removed. The Drainage Section of the Environmental Services 
Department has a programme of regular screen cleaning on rivers and streams 
which is increased when bad weather is forecast. The Drainage Section will attend 
to a stream in an emergency capacity where it is felt that a significant blockage 
may occur downstream.
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Q3/1110
FAS WORK PLACEMENT SCHEME


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds



How many people can South Dublin County Council place on the FAS Work 
Placement Programme and what is the nature of the positions they can be 
offered?


REPLY:

Further to a second meeting with local FAS officials, the Council has proceeded to 
specify and register 7 work placement opportunities with FAS. These are in the 
areas of Finance/Accountancy, IT, Archaeology, Green Energy Management, CCTV 
Monitoring and Reporting and Sports. It is expected that these posts will be 
advertised on the FAS website in coming days and that interested persons will 
submit their CV to the Council who will arrange for interview and offering of 
placement opportunity.
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Q4/1110

APPRENTICE ROTATION SCHEME



QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

How many apprentices can South Dublin County Council place on the FAS Redundant Apprentice Rotation Scheme and what type of positions can be offered?


REPLY:

In relation to the FAS Apprentice Scheme, South Dublin County Council will be in a 
position to offer four placements in the areas of plumbing, carpentry and painting. 
In addition to this the Council will facilitate on a rolling basis at least four 12 week 
placements for individuals who have completed their apprenticeship but need a 12 
week placement to comply with requirements for final certification. The local FAS 
office are submitting relevant CV's of local unemployed apprentices to the Council's 
Human Resources Department to enable placements to progress in a short 
timeframe. It is expected that the first placements will commence within the next 
few weeks.
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 Q5/1110
LITTER BINS

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Manager to confirm that it is Council policy to replace all damaged litter bins, especially bins located at or near Luas stations or bus stops and areas of high pedestrian usage?
REPLY:

The policy in respect of replacement of damaged litter bins is that bins will be listed 
for replacement except where they are subject to repeated malicious damage.
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Q6/1110
HALLOWEEN 2010


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

That the Manager would report on the Halloween 2010 related activities including:

· The number of bonfires reported in the South Dublin area 

· A report on the volumes of materials gathered in South Dublin 

· The approximate cost if reinstatements were to take place in all public places where damages occurred 

· The number of emergency calls reported in South Dublin, including the Gardaí and Fire and Ambulance Fire Services?

REPLY: 

Information on the cost of Halloween is being compiled at this stage and the 
location, size and cost of each bonfire will be recorded and mapped following 
Halloween. This information will provide a very precise picture of the number of 
bonfires, the damage caused as a result and the overall cost of the cleanup. 
Material left after bonfires will be removed and disposed of however there will be 
no reinstatement of damaged area this year. Last year 2009 the cost of the disposal 
of material was €100,000, the budget has been reduced by 50% in 
2010.  Measures to divert the amount of material provided for bonfire this year 
includes free access to the Civic amenity, Ballymount on Saturday 30th October for 
South Dublin County Council's customers only with their waste charges card, 
targeted WEEE collections and the  Bulbs not Bonfires scheme. 


The Council has worked closely with other agencies in the County - Gardai  and Fire 
Services prior to Halloween and there will be a collation of all the calls made during 
this period and a review of all the initiatives after Halloween and this will be 
reported to the Council.


At this stage however there are a number of updates under the Halloween Bulbs 
not Bonfires Programme:-


A series of advance planning meetings involving the Environment, Parks and 
Housing Departments in conjunction with the Gardai took place


The normal practice of identifying and removing illegally dumped material, likely 
bound for Halloween bonfires, were removed by staff in the run-up to Halloween

The CCRI WEEE Collectons took place throughout the county though some WEEE 
was still seized during the Sunday clear-out


On the Halloween Sunday squads of Parks and Cleansing Staff seized materials 
from areas where reports were received and where the Gardai and the squads 
could find materials


The "Spooky Walk" in Corkagh Park attracted considerable attendance


The free access to Ballymount yielded 163 ton of waste compared with the average 
Saturday tonnage of 66


Two organised Bonfires took place - North Clondalkin at Letts field and West 
Tallaght at Butler McKee Park


From preliminary reports it appears that there were less bonfires and that more 
spaces were kept bonfire free.  There was a substantial amount of co-operation 
from local communities in protecting their green spaces as part of the initiative and 
a full report will be made available when all data has been collated.
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Q7/1110
STAFF BY DEPARTMENT 



QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to outline the number of administrative staff and the number of technical staff by department and to compare these figures from 2009 and 2008?


REPLY:

Administrative and Technical Staffing levels in at 31 st December 2008 and 
2009 for the organisation were as follows:

                                                                 
 2008      
2009


Administrative Staff                                624      
 587


Technical Staff                                       143          
139


Staff assignment across Departments is subject to change on the basis of 
workloads and in response to work volumes.
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Q8/1110 
BOHERBOY SCHEME


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to outline the original tender cost for the Boherboy scheme and to detail the cost to date along with the final estimated cost and to explain the overrun and outline from where these cost will be met - to also set out the original timeline and the expected date of completion?


REPLY:

The Boherboy Water Scheme Civil Works Contract which was awarded to Pierse 
Contracting Ltd is 90% or more completed. The outstanding works are mainly at 
the two reservoir sites at Saggart and Kiltalown where the site works including 
roads, footpaths, landscaping and fencing still have to be started or finished. There 
are two short pieces of water main still to be laid at the bottom of Stocking Lane 
and in Citywest beside the Blessington Road and a number of tie-ins between the 
newly laid mains and the existing mains. All these new mains except the line to 
Newcastle from Saggart which is in service have to be cleaned and sterilised. 


Pierse Contracting have gone into liquidation.  The Council is looking at all options 
for the completion of the work.  A team is in place to assess the implications and 
schedule the actions to be taken.  A bond is in place and the Council is confident 
that the scheme will be completed though it will likely be behind schedule.   


It is not possible to comment on the issues raised in the question given the new 
status of the contract however an update was given at a previous meeting which 
may be helpful
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Q9/1110
SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager as to whether the Council applied for funding under the Sustainable Travel project in 2010 given the successful applications by other Dublin authorities and to outline whether the scheme is open for applications in 2011?


REPLY:

South Dublin County Council made a bid for smart travel funding under the 
'Sustainable Travel Areas' Programme in October 2009. Stage 1 bids had been 
invited from all local authorities by the Department of Transport National 
Sustainable Travel Office. In December 2009, a total of eleven areas, spread 
throughout the Country, were short listed for seed funding to assist with the 
submission of stage 2 bids by March 2010. South Dublin was not one of the short 
listed areas, but was highly placed, just outside the Stage 2 list.  

 


The successful areas further to the Stage 2 bidding process, (expected to be 2-3) 
were to be announced in July 2010.  To date, there has been no announcement 
and there is no information whether there will be any further calls for bids or 
projects in the future.  The Department of Transport has scheduled a meeting of 
the Local Authority Smart Travel network for late November and this will be 
attended by the relevant staff from South Dublin County Council.

 


In June 2009, South Dublin County Council was successful in attracting in excess of 
two million euro from the Department of Transport sustainable travel programme 
for a specific project, an extension of the Grand canal cycleway via a new bridge 
over the Canal to Adamstown and Griffeen Valley Park in South Lucan.  This project 
is currently at an advanced stage and will be complete in 2011.

 


The Council also successfully piloted a 'Personalised Travel Planning' or 'PTP' smart 
travel project in Adamstown, jointly funded by the National Transport Authority, 
which is the other principal source of sustainable travel funding.  It is understood 
that further funding is available from the National Transport Authority for 
sustainable travel projects, including the improvement of pedestrian and cycle 
facilities and measures to influence travel behaviour in favour of more sustainable 
modes. A joint submission to the National Transport Authority is currently being 
finalised by the Planning and Transport Departments.
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Q10/1110 
BROWN BIN SYSTEM



QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to provide an update on the Brown Bin system?


REPLY:

The Council commenced delivery of brown bins to customers on the high density 
routes on June 21st 2010 and the first brown bin collections took place on the 28th 
June 2010, with some 8.5 tonnes of bio waste collected.  The roll-out of the brown 
bins has now reached over 95% of domestic customers at this stage and the 
collection schedule of alternating black and brown bin collections is now operating 
for customers and is being carried out using existing collection staff resources.  On 
week commencing 4th October 2010 some 326 tonnes of bio waste was collected.  
This indicates that customers have a good understanding of the materials to be 
placed in the bin.  The tonnage collected from black bins on the 
fortnight commencing 28th June was 1,750 tonnes while the corresponding figure 
for the fortnight commencing 4th October was 1,340 tonnes.


Presentation rates of the black bin fortnightly is approaching 50%, while the brown 
bin fortnightly presentation rate is approximately 25%.  The Green bin has a 70% 
presentation rate. 


Tonnages of residual waste and bio waste collected and the presentation rates of 
both the black bin and the brown bin will continue to be monitored to obtain 
accurate figures for assessment of the impact of the introduction of the new 
system.
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Q11/1110 
BIODEGRAGEABLE BAGS



QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline whether or not biodegradable bags can be used in Brown Bins as happens in other Dublin Local authorities?

REPLY:

Following discussions with the Treatment Facility the Council are permitting the use 
of 100% Compostable refuse bags and liners only in the brown bin. 


Biodegradable and Plastic bags are not permitted.  


The 100% Compostable products are available to purchase in hardware stores, 
on supermarket shelves and on the internet. Some of the Compostable products 
state on the wrapper that they are suitable for use in council brown bins.  These 
Compostable products are available in different sizes for domestic household 
waste, garden waste and bin liners. 


When purchasing a product the customer is advised to check the product label to 
determine whether it is Compostable, if this is not clearly indicated on the 
label/packaging they are not suitable for the brown bin but could be used in the 
black bin to store residual waste. 


The Council will continue to monitor the contamination levels of brown bin to obtain 
accurate figures for assessment of the impact of the introduction of these products 
on the new system.
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Q12/1110
CAPITAL SPENDING


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the total amount of capital spending by this council on parks development and improvement works in each of 2008, 2009 & 2010 including details and costs of any significant individual projects?


REPLY:

The following table provides a breakdown of Capital spending in the years 


2008, 2009 and 2010
	2008
	2009
	2010
	Total

	€3.3m
	€867,500
	€547,000
	€4.7million


 
Examples of significant capital works delivered over the three year period are as 
follows:- 

	Project
	  €

	Greenhills Bowling Green
	428,000

	Lucan Village Promenade
	432,000

	Rathfarnham Castle Playground
	413,000

	Rathfarnham Castle Park/formal garden
	251,000

	Saggart/Rathcoole - Upgrade Depot Building, Footpaths, Trees & Shrubs 08/09 Planting Season
	142,000

	Waterstown Park Car Park
	227,000

	Upgrade Limekiln Car Park & Entrance
	93,000

	Restoration Farm Buildings Corkagh Park
	235,000

	St John’s Car Park at Corkagh Park
	281,000

	Griffeen Valley – Floodlighting & Public Address System at Esker Running Track
	124,000

	Jobstown -Installation of 2 MUGAS 
	122,000

	Sean Walsh Park – Upgrade fountain & pond. Repair of bridges
	70,000

	Outer Ring Road Car park Corkagh Park  
	68,000

	Refurbishment of Jobstown Playground
	48,000

	Dodder Valley Linear Park
	37,000

	Sean Walsh Park Playground
	388,000

	Paving area between Hospital & Luas line
	37,000

	Garden for all seasons Sean Walsh Park
	120,000

	Dublin Mountain Partnership
	200,000

	Loftus Arch Rathfarnham – Essential repairs & conservation works
	169,000

	Open Space Ardmore - Boundary Improvements
	51,000

	Dev. Pedestrian Path Kiltipper
	33,000

	Camac Valley Caravan Park - Provision of lighting, CCTV
	32,000 TOTAL €4,001,000



The balance of €700,000 was spent on a number of smaller individual projects 
throughout the County over the three year period 2008 - 2010 inclusive.
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Q13/1110
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a detailed breakdown of the cost of the Christmas Tree recycling service in 2009 and to request that a similar service be provided in 2010 noting that it would not be appropriate to ask residents to cut-up Christmas Trees and put in their brown bins, in particular in the case of elderly residents or those with reduced physical ability?

REPLY:

The Council provided a Christmas Tree recycling programme from 6th to 16th 
January 2010. The total cost of the programme was €41,500. A total of 16,701 
Christmas trees were shredded at 47 locations around the county. The main costs 
involved were labour (1280 man-hours) and machinery (wood chippers, tractors 
and trailers). 


Of the 16,642 trees recycled, 6,419 trees were processed in the Lucan / 
Palmerstown / South West Clondalkin area, 8,557 were processed in the 
Templeogue / Knocklyon / Rathfarnham / Limekiln area, 1,167 were processed in 
the Clondalkin area, 434 were processed in the Town Centre / Old Bawn area 
and 65 trees were processed in West Tallaght / Saggart / Rathcoole area. The cost 
of the programme works out at €2.48 per tree recycled.


The matter of providing a Christmas tree recycling programme in January 2011 is 
under review and no final decision has been made at this stage.


It should be pointed that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees 
and would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and 
enable the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is 
the week commencing 10th January.
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Q14/1110
UNFINISHED HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to advise if this council has established, or is planning to establish, an ‘Unfinished Housing Developments Team’ to prepare prioritised actions and to assist in developing Site Resolution Plans in conjunction with developers, banks, receivers and NAMA, as recommended at the recent publication of the National Housing Development Survey?


REPLY:

Officials of South Dublin County Council worked with the Department in the 
preparation of the Survey and continue to be in contact with the Department in this 
regard. Set out below is an analysis of the survey findings in relation to South 
Dublin. 


The summer 2010 DoEH&LG survey indicates that are a total of 2,016 recently built 
housing units vacant or under construction in the SDCC area.  This equates to less 
than 2% of housing stock in the County and is less than 1 years required supply of 
housing to meet Regional Planning Guidelines and County Development Plan 
growth expectations.  A total of 1,286 or 64% f the 2,016 units in South Dublin are 
complete and vacant and the remainder (36%) are at various stages of 
construction.  


In SDCC figure there are 2,016 dwellings vacant or under construction. The figures 
for the adjoining authorities are: 

· 2,688 in the Fingal area, 

· 3,444 in Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown and 

· 3,820 in Dublin City Council  


The greatest number of the 1,286 complete and vacant dwelling units in South 
Dublin are located in Tallaght (586) Citywest-Saggart (286) and Adamstown (139).  
It must be noted however, that almost all the units in Tallaght are located in the 
Tallaght Cross East and West Developments (561), currently in receivership, 
awaiting sale.  The Citywest-Saggart figure is spread over 7 different developments 
prior to the completion of the Luas extension and the Adamstown figure must be 
related to the 1,215 complete and occupied units in the Adamstown development 
as a whole.   


Of the 730 dwellings at various stages of construction in South Dublin, the greatest 
number are located in Tallaght (348), with the bulk of these in two developments, 
Bancroft Centre (150) and Respond (154).  The Council is in discussion with the 
Developer of the Bancroft Centre and the Respond Development is for a housing 
association that is proceeding to completion.  Other significant developments under 
construction in South Dublin include the St. Lomans site in Lucan (122 units) and 
the Adamstown development area (92).


 Whilst the greatest number of complete but vacant or units under construction are 
located in Tallaght, this is principally in four developments.  The survey also 
identifies a further 1,000 occupied homes that were recently completed in the 
Tallaght Town Centre


As indicated above a cross departmental team has been meeting with receivers in 
relation to the developments that are in that position. In terms of developments 
that may be in NAMA this Council will be available to meet with, and provide, the 
appropriate information/advice in relation to individual schemes as required 
by NAMA. 
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Q15/1110
EASTERN RIVER BASIN



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide an update on the Eastern River Basin District plan and to report on the initial programme of works now planned and to advise on how these works are to be funded?

REPLY: 

The Eastern River Basin Management (ERBM) Plan including a Programme of 
Measures (PoMs) was initially published in Draft in December 2008. After a 6 month 
consultation process it was issued in final form in September 2009.  This version 
included extensive changes to the EPA’s status evaluations and identification of 
waters where the status was based on extrapolated rather than measured data. 
Delays in production of the Plans in Ireland’s other River Basin Districts (RBDs) 
resulted in postponement of the Minister of the Environment’s review of the ERBD 
Plan until July 2010.  Just prior to this date the EPA issued an updated revision to 
the river status which again introduced large numbers of changes. Since the Plan 
represents the baseline against which progress will be measured the Final Plan was 
updated to reflect these changes as well as the comments introduced by the 
Minister. This final Plan was forwarded to the EU by the Minister of the Environment 
on the 7th of July 2010. 


The initial programme of works includes:-

· Small Stream Risk Score (SSRS) (invertebrate) monitoring at those sites 
deemed to be at less than good status but based on extrapolated data; 

· Initial focus on waters targeted to be restored to good status by 2015; 

· Protection of high status waters; 

· Protection of waters within designated areas; 

· Initiation of priority demonstration projects; and 

· Initiation of measures in all other waters.


The Government has set up the National Advisory Committee (NAC) which will be 
advising them on how the River Basin Plans Programme of Measures will be funded. 
This is unlikely to happen before the Budget in early December 2010.
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Q16/1110
HORSES


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide an update on both the tender process for the provision of a regional Horse pound and Seizure Service and my request for the inclusion of nominated Members of the DSPCA on the List of Authorised Officers?


REPLY:

The Council has been part of a regional tendering process with regard to the 
removal of horses from the county where required as well as the provision of a 
pound service.  This tendering process is now complete and a successful tenderer 
has been secured.  There are a number of issues to be worked through prior to the 
signing of the contract.


In relation to the Authoritised Officers issue there have been discussions at national 
level with the Department of Agriculture regarding practices with all local authorities 
and the on-going issue of wandering horses.  While all local authorities have had 
contact with the DSPCA, it is not proposed to appoint them as Authorised Officers 
as control of horses remains an issue for the Council.
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Q17/1110
HALLOWEEN



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a preliminary report on Halloween 2010 including the number of bonfires detected on open spaces in the charge of the council and the number of residents and community groups who registered for the 'Bulbs not Bonfires' initiative?

REPLY:

Information is being compiled at this stage regarding the number of bonfires 
occurring in the County. 125 queries have been received to date, this includes 
requests for the removal of material and information on the Bulbs not Bonfires 
scheme. A link to the Bulbs not Bonfires webpage is available on the Council's 
website www.sdcc.ie and community groups can apply for the scheme online, 
to 
date over 20 groups have enquired about the scheme. The location, size and cost 
of each bonfire will be recorded and mapped following Halloween, this will provide 
a very precise picture of the number of bonfires and the damage caused as a result.


At this stage however there are a number of updates under the Halloween Bulbs 
not Bonfires Programme:-


A series of advance planning meetings involving the Environment, Parks and 
Housing Departments in conjunction with the Gardai took place


The normal practice of identifying and removing illegally dumped material, likely 
bound for Halloween bonfires, were removed by staff in the run-up to Halloween

The CCRI WEEE Collectons took place throughout the county though some WEEE 
was still seized during the Sunday clear-out


On the Halloween Sunday squads of Parks and Cleansing Staff seized materials 
from areas where reports were received and where the Gardai and the squads 
could find materials


The "Spooky Walk" in Corkagh Park attracted considerable attendance


The free access to Ballymount yielded 163 ton of waste compared with the 
average Saturday tonnage of 66


Two organised Bonfires took place - North Clondalkin at Letts field and West 
Tallaght at Butler McKee Park


From preliminary reports it appears that there were less bonfires and that more 
spaces were kept bonfire free.  There was a substantial amount of co-operation 
from local communities in protecting their green spaces as part of the initiative and 
a full report will be made available when all data has been collated.
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Q18/1110
COMMERCIAL RATES



QUESTION:  Councillor B. Lawlor

To ask the Manager, if small businesses in the County would be allowed to defer payments on their commercial rates if they find that they are in serious financial difficulties?

Given that rates are one of the biggest single expenditures for any business, I would appeal to the Manager that an arrangement could be arrived at, where such businesses can defer their rates for a period of twelve months.

Ultimately no business in S.D.C.C should be forced to close its doors, because of rate arrears. In the same vain – businesses shouldn’t be forced to reduce employee hours or let staff go because of their liability to S.D.C.C.


REPLY:

The commercial rates bill as issued by the Council is based on the valuation 
provided by the Valuation Office which is the state agency charged with providing 
valuations for non-domestic property.  The Valuation Office acts independently and 
liaises with property owners and occupiers when applying such valuations.  The last 
review of valuation was carried out in 2006/2007 during the revaluation by the 
Valuation Office, of the rates base in South Dublin County Council’s administrative 
area. Properties were revalued with effect from the 1st of January 2008.The aim of 
the review was to bring more equity, fairness and transparency into the system.


Following the revaluation the only circumstance where a rateable valuation can be 
amended is if there is material change in the property i.e. an extension or reduction 
in the size of the property. This will require a revision of the valuation and is carried 
out by the Valuation Office. The Valuation Office can be contacted at Irish Life Mall, 
Abbey Street, Dublin 1 or on telephone number (01) 8171000 or their website, 
www.valoff.ie, has detailed information about the revaluation process. 


The Valuation Acts govern the way that Rateable Valuations are calculated and 

maintained in the Valuations List by the Commissioner for Valuations.  The Council 
is obliged to levy and collect Commercial Rates in accordance with legislation 
enacted by the Government. (i.e. the Poor Relief Acts and Local Government Acts). 
The Council has no flexibility in relation to changing the amount of the rates bill as 
the legislation does not allow for an adjustment to be made. 


Rates are a property based tax levied by Local Authorities on the occupiers of 
commercial/industrial properties and in some cases, the owners of properties in 
their administrative area. This valued contribution by the commercial ratepayers is a 
vital component in the provision of services by this Council. Economic activity in 
South Dublin has increased considerably over the past 10 years. The strength and 
growth in the commercial sector is an integral part of the future development of 
South 
Dublin. The Council conscious of the current financial climate, decreased 
the rates by 2.34% .in 2010. 

Rates have contributed in 2010 to the provision of services in the areas of housing, 
road transportation and safety, water supply and drainage, planning and 
development, environmental protection, libraries, parks and community services 
and other services. Any shortfall in rates income affects the level at which the 
Council provides these services. 


The Council has a number of methods of payment available, such as payment 
through our Cash Office, by Cheque, EFT Payment, Standing Order and Direct 
Debit. The Council is conscious of the difficulties some businesses are experiencing 
at present but under the legislation governing the collection of rates, the Council is 
duty bound to collect the rates due. Notwithstanding this, the Council has on 
occasion accommodated ratepayers with cash flow difficulties by entering into 
payment arrangements so that their rates and arrears are cleared within an agreed 
period of time. 


A report published by Forfas in December 2008 noted that the cost of commercial 
rates represented on average between 1% and 4% of the annual operational costs 
for retail operations - the percentage varied within this range depending on the 
scale of the enterprise.  


The table below has been extracted from this report which is available at the 
following link 
www.forfas.ie/media/forfas081222_retail_running_costs.pdf
	Figure 1:  Operating Cost Profiles by Retail Format (Costs excluding the Costs of Goods) 
	 

	 
	Convenience 
	Multiple 
	Department Store 
	Retail Park

	Number of Stores 
	1
	2
	2
	2

	Labour Costs 
	54%
	37 - 60%
	46 - 49% 
	32 - 35% 

	Property Costs (incl. Service Charges; Maintenance) 
	32%
	16 - 18%
	25 - 28% 
	26 - 29% 

	Transport and Distribution 
	 
	1 - 18% 
	0 - 2% 
	9 - 24%

	Utilities (incl. Water & Waste) 
	11%
	6 - 9% 
	3 - 5% 
	4%

	Security and Cleaning 
	1%
	3%
	3 - 5%
	2 - 3%

	Advertising and Marketing 
	 
	4 - 8% 
	3 - 4% 
	5 - 10% 

	Local Authority Rates 
	 
	1 - 2% 
	3 - 4%
	3 - 4% 

	Other Business Services 
	2%
	4 - 10%
	10%
	3 - 7% 

	Total Operating Costs
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Source: Forfás, The Cost of Running Retail Operations in Ireland, Dec. 2008: 5
	 
	 
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Note 1:  Costs Exclude the Cost of Goods 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Note 2:  Based on Survey of Dublin Businesses.  
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Q19/1110
CLEANSING PLAN


QUESTION:  Councillor B. Lawlor

To ask the Manager, to outline the Council’s Cleansing plan that is implemented in the area surrounding Tallaght stadium following major sporting and entertainment events.

And if the provision of temporary bins could be used when such events are taking place?

REPLY: 


Most of the events staged at Tallaght Stadium take place at the weekend, most 
often on a Friday evening. While there have been quite a number of major events 
over the 20 months that the stadium has been open, there does not appear to 
have been a cleansing problem in the immediate area surrounding the stadium. The 
absence of complaints recorded on the Customer Care system would seem to 
confirm that cleansing has not been an issue. 


The licence signed by Shamrock Rovers requires the club to make an annual 
contribution towards the cost of providing a cleansing service for the areas 
adjacent to the Stadium. They are responsible for cleansing within the curtilage of 
the stadium after games as are event operators who also acquire use of the facility. 
The Council will continue to monitor the situation and if any cleansing issue should 
arise, it will be addressed as appropriate.  
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Q20/1110
HOUSING UNITS


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to prepare and provide a report on the number of vacant housing units in the area of South Dublin County Council, broken down by accommodation type, size of development and Local Electoral Area?

REPLY:

There are currently 91 housing units vacant countywide, 23 in Clondalkin/ Lucan 
and 68 in Tallaght/Rathfarnham.  30 of these have only been surrendered back into 
stock since the 1st of September.  There are 20 of these ready for allocation and 
tenants have been sourced for 36 of these units.  21 of these units are being 
upgraded under the energy programme, which means these particular units take a 
bit longer.   The following is the list of vacant properties in electoral area, date 
property was surrendered, current status of work, tenant sourced, size of 
accommodation and any further comments: 

	Address
	Electoral Area
	Date Vacant
	Current Status of Relet work
	Tenant Sourced
	Size
	comments

	Buirg An Ri Terrace 3
	Clondalkin
	21/05/2010
	started
	yes
	1 
	  

	Buirg An Ri Walk 19
	Clondalkin
	08/10/2010
	2 weeks  
	no
	2
	

	Deansrath Green 1
	Clondalkin
	20/04/2010
	2/3 wks 
	no
	1
	 

	Deansrath Lawns 15(energy)
	Clondalkin
	14/07/2010
	ready
	yes
	3
	Choice Based Letting (CBL)

	Foxdene Avenue 33
	Clondalkin
	29/09/2010
	not started
	no
	2
	 

	Foxdene Drive 64
	Clondalkin
	11/10/2010
	not started
	no
	2
	 

	Greenfort Gardens 35
	Clondalkin
	09/08/2010
	ready
	no
	4
	 

	Greenfort Gardens 66
	Clondalkin
	24/08/2010
	1 week
	no
	4
	 

	Kilmahuddrick Road 9
	Clondalkin
	01/10/2010
	not started
	no
	3
	 

	Lealand Avenue 40
	Clondalkin
	03/09/2010
	1 week
	no
	1
	

	Lindisfarne Avenue 25
	Clondalkin
	24/09/2010
	3 weeks
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Liscarne Dale 9
	Clondalkin
	23/09/2010
	1 week  
	no
	1
	OAP

	Liscarne Gardens 46
	Clondalkin
	28/09/2010
	not started
	no
	3
	energy

	Meile An Ri Green 15
	Clondalkin
	07/10/2010
	not started
	no
	2
	 

	Rowlagh Gardens 12
	Clondalkin
	22/09/2010
	not started
	no
	3
	 

	Shancastle Crescent 36
	Clondalkin
	22/03/2010
	ready
	no
	4
	 

	Shancastle Lawns 35
	Clondalkin
	20/08/2010
	3 weeks
	no
	4
	 

	St Marks Drive 7C
	Clondalkin
	29/04/2010
	ready
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Kishogue Park 6
	Lucan
	17/09/2010
	not started
	yes
	4
	 

	Sarsfield Close 10
	Lucan
	21/07/2010
	1 week
	yes
	1
	

	Tor An Ri Court 22
	Lucan
	24/08/2010
	ready
	no
	4
	 

	Tor An Ri Lane 56
	Lucan
	29/10/2009
	ready
	No
	2
	

	Tor An Ri Walk 35
	Lucan
	13/10/2010
	not started
	no
	2
	 

	Balrothery Estate 279
	Tallaght Central
	01-Aug-10
	ready
	yes
	1
	 allocated 29th Oct

	Balrothery Estate 281
	Tallaght Central
	31-May-10
	ready
	no
	1
	 

	Castle Park 81 (energy)
	Tallaght Central
	30-Aug-10
	4 weeks
	yes
	3
	 

	Castle Park 200 (energy)
	Tallaght Central
	02-Feb-10
	3 weeks
	yes
	3
	 

	Greenhills Grove 1
	Tallaght Central
	09-Aug-10
	not started
	yes
	4
	 

	Greenhills Grove 5
	Tallaght Central
	21-Jul-10
	not started
	yes
	4
	 

	Greenhills grove 1A
	Tallaght Central
	31-Mar-10
	ready
	yes
	1
	 

	Ard Mor Drive 4
	Tallaght South
	22/09/2010
	2/3 weeks
	no
	1
	 

	Ard Mor Walk 18
	Tallaght South
	21/10/2010
	not started
	no
	2
	 

	Ard Mor Park 15
	Tallaght South
	19/08/2010
	1 week
	yes
	3
	 

	Bawnlea Drive 13
	Tallaght South
	21/10/2010
	not started
	no
	4
	 

	Bawnlea Drive 24 ( Energy)
	Tallaght South
	08/09/2010
	4 weeks
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Bawnlea Green 25(energy 2010 )
	Tallaght South
	16-Sep-09
	2 weeks
	no
	3
	CBL

	Bawnlea Green 20 ( energy )
	Tallaght South
	15-Jun-10
	1/2 weeks
	yes
	3
	 

	Brookview Crescent 6(energy )
	Tallaght South
	09-Sep-09
	ready
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Brookview Drive 30 (Energy)
	Tallaght South
	08-Apr-10
	1 week
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Brookview Green 1
	Tallaght South
	16-Mar-10
	3 weeks
	Yes
	2
	

	Brookview Parade 1
	Tallaght South
	30-Aug-10
	1 week
	no
	2
	

	Brookview Grove 12
	Tallaght South
	01-Mar-10
	1 week
	yes
	3
	 

	Brookview Park 14
	Tallaght South
	27-Sep-10
	not started
	no
	3
	 

	Cloonmore Green 11 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	22-Mar-10
	2 weeks
	no
	3
	 

	Cloonmore Lawns 15 (energy )
	Tallaght South
	02-Nov-09
	1 week
	yes
	3
	 

	Cloonmore Park 20(energy )
	Tallaght South
	15-Jun-10
	1 week
	no
	3
	 

	Cloonmore Crescent 25 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	10-Aug-10
	2 months
	no
	3
	 

	Cushlawn Close 22
	Tallaght South
	05-Feb-10
	ready
	yes
	3
	 

	Cushlawn Park 60
	Tallaght South
	10-May-10
	not started
	yes
	3
	 

	Cushlawn Park 485
	Tallaght South
	02-Sep-10
	not started
	no
	3
	 

	Cushlawn Park 486
	Tallaght South
	08-Sep-10
	not started
	no
	3
	 

	Cushlawn Walk 54
	Tallaght South
	17-Aug-10
	ready
	no
	2
	 

	Cushlawn Way 39
	Tallaght South
	26-Jul-10
	not started
	yes
	2
	 

	Donomore Avenue 5 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	11-Oct-10
	not started
	no
	 3
	 

	Donomore Crescent 118
	Tallaght South
	09-Aug-10
	4 weeks
	no
	3
	 

	Donomore Crescent 90
	Tallaght South
	20-Aug-10
	2 weeks
	no
	3
	CBL

	Donomore Green 16 energy
	Tallaght South
	08-Oct-10
	not started
	no
	3
	 

	Drumcairn Green 10B
	Tallaght South
	07-Apr-10
	not started
	no
	2
	 

	Fortunestown Close 9
	Tallaght South
	29-Jun-10
	not started
	yes
	3
	 

	Glenshane Grove 34(energy)
	Tallaght South
	04-Jun-10
	1 week
	no
	3
	CBL

	Glenshane Park 21 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	09-Mar-10
	1 week
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Hazel Hill 7
	Tallaght South
	09-Jul-09
	ready
	yes
	4
	 

	Kiltalown Road 2
	Tallaght South
	26-Oct-10
	not started
	no
	4
	 

	Kilcarrig Crescent 37
	Tallaght South
	05-Jul-10
	ready
	no
	3
	 

	Killinarden Heights 149
	Tallaght South
	22-Jul-10
	1 week
	yes
	3
	 

	Killcarrig Green 41
	Tallaght South
	19-Aug-10
	5/6 weeks
	no
	3
	 

	Kilcarrig Crescent 57
	Tallaght South
	05-Jul-10
	ready
	no
	2
	 

	Kilcarrig Green 38
	Tallaght South
	19-May-10
	2 weeks
	yes
	3
	CBL

	Kilclare Crescent 19 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	13-Sep-10
	READY
	yes
	3
	 

	Kilmartin Gardens 8
	Tallaght South
	21-Sep-10
	2 weeks
	yes
	3
	 

	Kilmartin Crescent 11 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	13-Sep-10
	2 weeks
	no
	3
	 

	Kilmartin Avenue 28 (energy )
	Tallaght South
	12-Feb-10
	4 weeks
	no
	4
	 

	Kilmartin Crescent 15 (energy)
	Tallaght South
	15-Apr-10
	1 week
	no
	3
	 

	Kiltalown Court 12
	Tallaght South
	19-Aug-10
	4 weeks
	no
	2
	 

	Kiltalown Heights 2 (energy )
	Tallaght South
	10-Jun-09
	1 week
	yes
	4
	 

	Kiltalown Path 10
	Tallaght South
	04-Aug-10
	ready
	no
	2
	 

	Marlfield Crescent 19
	Tallaght South
	17-Sep-10
	1 week
	no
	3
	 

	Mac Uilliam Grove 10
	Tallaght South
	27-Jul-10
	ready
	no
	3
	 

	Mac Uilliam Lawns 1
	Tallaght South
	21-Jul-10
	ready
	no
	3
	 

	Mac Uilliam Parade 14
	Tallaght South
	27-Aug-10
	1 week
	yes
	3
	 

	Montpelier Walk 7
	Tallaght South
	21-Jul-10
	4 weeks
	no
	3
	CBL

	Rossfield Green 12
	Tallaght South
	04-Jul-09
	1 week
	yes
	3
	 

	Rossfield Park 47 (energy ) 
	Tallaght South
	14-Apr-09
	ready
	No
	4
	 

	Russell View 8
	Tallaght South
	08-Sep-10
	not started
	no
	1
	 

	Glenmore Green 9
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	25-May-10
	2 weeks
	yes
	1
	 

	Kimmage Manor 4
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	08-Apr-10
	not started
	no
	4
	 

	Quarry Drive 9
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	22-Jun-10
	1 week
	Yes
	1
	 

	Quarry Drive 18
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	28-Sep-10
	not started
	yes
	1
	 

	Whitechurch Way 56
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	13/07/2010
	2 weeks
	yes
	3
	 

	Whitechurch Court 6
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	07/10/2010
	not started
	no
	1
	 

	Whitechurch Way 9
	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	21/10/2010
	not started
	no
	3
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Q21/1110
REDUNDANT APPRENTICES


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update on my question in June of this year regarding any existing or planned scheme to enable redundant apprentices to complete their qualifications working for the County Council, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

In relation to the FAS Apprentice Scheme, South Dublin County Council will be in a 
position to offer four placements in the areas of plumbing, carpentry and painting. 
In addition to this the Council will facilitate on a rolling basis at least four 12 week 
placements for individuals who have completed their apprenticeship but need a 12 
week placement to comply with requirements for final certification. The local FAS 
office are submitting relevant CV's of local unemployed apprentices to the Council's 
Human Resources Department to enable placements to progress in a short 
timeframe. It is expected that the first placements will commence within the next 
few weeks.
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Q22/1110
HALLOWEEN CLEAN UP



QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for a report on the costs associated with Halloween clean up this year, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

Information on the cost of Halloween is being compiled at this stage and the 
location, size and cost of each bonfire will be recorded and mapped following 
Halloween, this information will provide a very precise picture of the number of 
bonfires, the damage caused as a result and the overall cost of the cleanup. Last 
year 2009 the cost of the disposal of material was €100,000, the budget has been 
reduced by 50% this year.  Measures to divert the amount of material provided for 
bonfire this year includes free access to the Civic amenity, Ballymount on Saturday 
30th October for South Dublin County Council's customers only with their waste 
charges card, targeted WEEE collections and the  Bulbs not Bonfires scheme. 
There will be a review of all the initiatives after Halloween and this will be reported 
to the Council as soon as the information is to hand.  


At this stage however there are a number of updates under the Halloween Bulbs 
not Bonfires Programme:-


A series of advance planning meetings involving the Environment, Parks and 
Housing Departments in conjunction with the Gardai took place


The normal practice of identifying and removing illegally dumped material, likely 
bound for Halloween bonfires, were removed by staff in the run-up to Halloween


The CCRI WEEE Collections took place throughout the county though some WEEE 
was still seized during the Sunday clear-out


On the Halloween Sunday squads of Parks and Cleansing Staff seized materials 
from areas where reports were received and where the Gardai and the squads 
could find materials


The "Spooky Walk" in Corkagh Park attracted considerable attendance


The free access to Ballymount yielded 163 ton of waste compared with the 
average Saturday tonnage of 66


Two organised Bonfires took place - North Clondalkin at Letts field and West 
Tallaght at Butler McKee Park


From preliminary reports it appears that there were less bonfires and that more 
spaces were kept bonfire free.  There was a substantial amount of co-operation 
from local communities in protecting their green spaces as part of the initiative and 
a full report will be made available when all data has been collated.
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Q23/1110
HYDROELETRIC GENERATION

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide a report on the potential for micro hydroelectric generation on rivers in the County, including the Liffey, Dodder, Poddle and Camac, while noting the need to preserve and protect the visual and environmental amenity provided by those rivers?


REPLY:

Most rivers and streams in South Dublin County Council area are in the ownership 
of the landowners through whose land they flow and only in the situation where 
they flow through public parks would South Dublin County Council have any 
jurisdiction over them. The River Liffey would be an exception to the above 
situation as it is controlled by the ESB by an Act of Parliament and there are already 
two hydro electrical dams on it at Leixlip and Ballymore Eustace. The potential for 
generating electricity from micro hydro electrical stations at weirs through water 
wheels will be taken up with our Parks Department. Small hydro stations have 
advantages over wind, wave and solar power in that they have 1) high efficiency  
(70-90%), by far the best of all energy technologies, 2) a high capacity factor 
(typically >50%) compared with 10% for solar and 30% for wind, 3) a high level of 
predictability varying with annual rainfall patterns and 4) slow rate of change –the 
output power varies only gradually from day to day (not from minute to minute).
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Q24/1110
FAS WORK PLACEMENT


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if there has been any progress in identifying potential suitable work through which the Council could participate in the FAS Work Placement Programme, and if the matter has been explored with the Trades Unions and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

Further to a second meeting with local FAS officials, the Council has proceeded to 
specify and register 7 work placement opportunities with FAS. These are in the 
areas of Finance/Accountancy, IT, Archaeology, Green Energy Management, CCTV 
Monitoring and Reporting and Sports. It is expected that these posts will be 
advertised on the FAS website in coming days and that interested persons will 
submit their CV to the Council who will arrange for interview and offering of 
placement opportunity. The Trades Unions are aware of this programme and are 
supportive of it.
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Q25/1110
BROWN BIN SYSTEM



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will present an updated report on the implementation of the Brown Bin system in the County since its introduction and if he will include figures for the tonnage collected in the Brown Bins, and the reduction, if achieved, in the tonnage presented in Black Bins since the introduction of the Brown Bins?

REPLY:

The Council commenced delivery of brown bins to customers on the high density 
routes on June 21st 2010 and the first brown bin collections took place on the 28th 
June 2010, with some 8.5 tonnes of bio waste collected.  The roll-out of the brown 
bins has now reached over 95% of domestic customers at this stage and the 
collection schedule of alternating black and brown bin collections is now operating 
for customers and is being carried out using existing collection staff resources.  On 
week commencing 4th October 2010 some 326 tonnes of bio waste was collected.  
This indicates that customers have a good understanding of the materials to be 
placed in the bin.  The tonnage collected from black bins on the 
fortnight commencing 28th June was 1,750 tonnes while the corresponding figure 
for the fortnight commencing 4th October was 1,340 tonnes.


Presentation rates of the black bin fortnightly is approaching 50%, while the brown 
bin fortnightly presentation rate is approximately 25%.  The Green bin has a 70% 
presentation rate. 


Tonnages of residual waste and bio waste collected and the presentation rates of 
both the black bin and the brown bin will continue to be monitored to obtain 
accurate figures for assessment of the impact of the introduction of the new 
system.
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Q26/1110
MAYORS INITIATIVE PROJECTS 



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on progress on the implementation on the two projects under the Mayor's Initiative, at Balgaddy and  Mac Uilliam Estates, and to compliment the Manager and staff of the Community and Housing Departments in achieving additional funding for these projects?

REPLY:

At its meeting held on 13/9/2010 South Dublin County Council approved the Report 
under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - 2007 for both 
Schemes to construct a new public park and other associated landscape works at 
Meile An Ri and Tor An Ri in Balgaddy and at Mc Uilliam in Tallaght.


In respect of the Project at Balgaddy,  prepatory works are well underway for the 
removal of waste from the site, the re location of hardcore on site, the re grading of 
the entire site and relocation of top soil mounds to create a smooth surface ready 
for the installation of the park.  Tender documents are currently being prepared in 
respect of the construction of the Playground and MUGA.  Construction of the 
footpaths is currently in progress and kerbing works are due to be carried out 
within the next month.  The sowing of wild flowers is due to be carried out within 
the next month and the trees will be planted during the planting season in 
November/December.


In respect of the Project at Mc Uilliam, ground works are well underway and waste 
has been removed from the site.  Scrub and vegetation have been removed and the 
entire site regraded to finished levels.  The sub base for the footpaths has been 
installed and timber edgings and macadam base is currently underway.  Cultivation 
and seeding will be complete this week.  Tender documents are currently being 
prepared in respect of the construction of the Playground and MUGA.  Trees will be 
planted during the planting season in November/December.


Both Projects are due for completion by end of 2010.
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 Q27/1110
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager how many applications have been received by the Council to date for grants under the Higher Education Grants System (including applications from new applicants and applications for continuation grants), how many applications have been determined, and how many students have received payments of parts of their grants to-date?

REPLY:
	New Applications
	Renewals
	Granted New
	Granted Renewal
	Ineligible
	Awaiting Further Information

	806
	922
	189
	505
	232
	430



As of Friday 29th October, a total of €540,370 has been paid for the current 
academic year (Sep/Oct).  First maintenance payments of €327,940 have been paid 
to 541 students which is a mix of new and renewal applicants.  Payments totalling 
€105,660 have also been made to those students who are eligible for Special 
Maintenance. 

 `
Tuition fee payment of €6,270 as invoiced has been made in respect of one student 
and €100,500 has been paid upon invoice in respect of registration fees for 67 
students (@ €1500 each). Further payments of fees will continue as invoices are 
received from the Colleges.  

 
Table below shows the current situation and a comparison to last year’s payments. 

	Full Financial Year 2009 (Jan-Dec)
	Amount Paid
	Academic Year (Sep-Oct) 2009
	Amount Paid

	 
	€4,599,750    
	 
	€409,800  

	Full Financial Year 2010 (Jan to end October)
	Amount Paid
	Academic Year (Sep-Oct) 2010 
	Amount Paid

	 
	€3,352,020    
	 
	€540,370


  
Breakdown – 2009 (Jan- Dec) 


1st Maintenance                        - €280,346


2nd Maintenance                       - €635,500


3rd Maintenance                        - €921,220


Special Maintenance                 - €437,557


Fees                                             -€2,325,117


 Breakdown – 2010 (for Sep/Oct)

1st Maintenance                       -€327,940


Special Maintenance                 -€105,660


Reg Fees                                    -€100,500


Tuition Fees                              -€6,270
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Q28/1110
HOMELESS



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on the current activities of the Housing Department in the provision of housing for persons who were deemed to be homeless by the Council, the report to include information on direct provision by the Council and provision by Housing Agencies/Homeless Agencies where SDCC has an involvement, including securing Government funding, or otherwise?

REPLY:

Since August, the Council is represented on a Regional Procurement Team 
comprising a representative from the housing department of each of the Dublin 
Housing Authorities which is charged with procuring homes for homeless persons in 
Dublin.


Homes are being sourced and procured in South Dublin for that cohort of the 
Dublin Homeless population with origins in or who have expressed a desire to live in 
the county.  At present there are 116 such clients registered with the Council.


While the regional team is sourcing and agreeing prices on the properties, in South 
Dublin, the new procurement unit will be completing the transactions.


To date the following homes have been sourced from the sources listed:


Leased:           14 almost complete (with a further 6 under consideration)


Purchased:      Offers made on 6 properties and prices have been agreed on 4


Casual vacancies in housing stock:              2


RAS:                                                               1


CAS Properties:                                             5


All leased properties will be funded from national leasing funds.  RAS properties will 
be funded from RAS funds and the purchasing of CAS properties will be funded 
from SHIP funds.


Prior to this concentrated procurement initiative commencing, the following casual 
vacancies in our council stock and in voluntary housing stock in the county were 
utilised for Homeless Persons this year:


Social Housing Stock:                                    19


Voluntary Housing Stock:                              3


RAS Properties:                                             4


Unsold Affordable Unit:                                 1

 
An additional 4 homeless applicants have been housed in long-term supported 
accommodation with a specialised voluntary body.  

 
To date a total of 31 homeless applicants have been housed by South Dublin 
County Council since January 2010. 
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Q29/1110
NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting the Minister to advise when it is intended to publish the National (Climate Change) Adaptation Strategy, noting that intended dates announced by the Government for its publication have long passed?

REPLY:

If the question is approved a letter will issue to the Minister for the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government and a copy of his reply will be circulated when 
received.
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H6/1110
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS
Hunter’s Wood, Old Court, Tallaght
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 
27th October, 2010.

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to 
consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,


Hunters Wood, Oldcourt, Tallaght, Dublin 24  


as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.


No objections were received. 


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its 
next meeting.”


It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor C King and AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 
roads in Hunters Wood as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to 
be public roads.”

                                  SCHEDULE FOR:  Hunters Wood
                      LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:  Tallaght South
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Oldcourt
	B.C. NO:
	1339

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght
	DATE:
	April 2010


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Hunters Avenue
	415m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Ballycullen Road, southwestward and westward to a point opposite house no. 33, then northward to a point at house no. 89.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 33, southwestward to and including courtyard area fronting house nos. 39-41.

	Hunters Court
	244m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Avenue opposite house no. 17, northwestward to a point opposite house no. 31, then westward and northward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 21.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 15 southwestward and westward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 13.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 31, eastward and northwestward to a point at house no. 47 also from a point opposite house no. 47 southeastward to a point at house no. 12. 

	Hunters Way
	317m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Avenue, southwestward and southward to its junction with Hunters Walk and Hunters Parade.

Also including that part from its junction at unit’s no. 17-27, eastward to and including courtyard area at house nos. 29-39.

	Hunters Walk
	444m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Way and Hunters Parade, eastward, northeastward and northwestward to a point opposite house no. 79.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 84, southeastward to its junction with Hunters Place.

Also including that part from its junction at house no. 19, northward to and including courtyard area serving units no. 33-43.

	Hunters  Crescent
	171m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Walk, southward, southeastward, eastward, and southeastward to its junction with roundabout on Hunters Road.

	Hunters Parade
	144m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Way, southwestward, southward and southeastward, to its junction with Hunters Green.



	Hunters Green
	439m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Crescent, southwestward to its junction with Hunters Parade, then southeastward and northeastward to the end of carriageway at unit no. 59.

Also including that part from a point opposite unit no. 69, northwestward to a point opposite house no. 2. 

	Hunters Grove
	224m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with roundabout on Hunters Road, southeastward to a point opposite house no. 30.

	Hunters Hill
	333m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Grove, northward to a point opposite house no. 10, then eastward and southward to a point opposite house no. 20.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 10, westward and southwestward to a point at house no. 21.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 10, northward, northwestward and southwestward to a point opposite house no. 17.

Also including central parking area. 

	Hunters Meadow
	302m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Grove, southwestward and southward to a point opposite house no. 7, and then eastward and southeastward to its turning bay and northeastward to a point at the side of house no. 31.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 7, westward and southwestward to its turning bay at pump house opposite house no. 38.

	Hunters Lane
	321m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Hunters Grove, southwestward and westward to a point at house no. 26, then northwestward to a point opposite house no. 44, then northeastward to its turning bay at house no. 74.

	Hunters Walk

Footpath ‘A’.
	14m
	From its junction with Hunters Walk, northward to its junction with footpath of Hunters Avenue.



Total Length of Road for TIC: 3,354m 


Total Length of Footpath for TIC: 14m”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor. M. Duff and AGREED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”


PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITE

H7a)/1110 
Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/1110
 Proposed Disposal of Fee Simple Interest
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant 
(Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the 
Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed 
hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple 
interest in the properties


ADDRESS                 LESSEE(S)                                         PURCHASE PRICE

 70 Castle Lawns          James & Maureen Staunton                   €41.19


 185 Limekiln Rd           Patrick & Carmel Gorman                    €111.74


 94 Castle Lawns           Peter & Bernadette Clarke                   €111.74


129 St Maelruans Pk      Deborah Murphy Legal Per. Rep             €41.26

                                      
 of James & Margaret Noctor


J. Horan


County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That this Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed in the foregoing report. The persons named in the foregoing report have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.”

 H7c)/1110
 Proposed Disposal of Fee Simple Interest -Small Builders Scheme
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant 
(Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and 
subject to the provisions of Section 183 of 
the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site 
listed hereunder to Mr. John Hallissey Legal Personal Representative of Mr. 
Michael Hallissey to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the 
Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. John Hallissey Legal Personal 
Representative of Mr. Michael Hallissey has applied in accordance with the 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire 
the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per 
annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	8 Balrothery Estate Tallaght Dublin 24         .
	Mr. John Hallissey Legal Personal Representative of Mr. Michael Hallissey.
	15/11/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea 
	€338.00                            



J. Horan

_____________

County Manager” 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:
“That this Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Mr. John Hallissey Legal Personal Representative of Mr. Michael Hallissey to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. John Hallissey Legal Personal Representative of Mr. Michael Hallissey has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.”

H7d)/1110 
Proposed Transfer of lands at Greenhills Road – Calmount Road to BWG Foods Limited
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


 “South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Greenhills Road – Calmount 
Road Reconfiguration) Order 2007 was made on 23rd July 2007.  Notice of 
Confirmation was served on all landowners 18th June, 2008.  Notice to Treat was 
served on 17th November, 2009.


The owners of Plot 9 identified on Drawing No. CPO-20-Rev G in grey and purple – 
BWG Foods Limited lodged a claim for compensation which was subsequently 
referred by the owners to the property Arbitrator.  However the Councils Valuer 
entered into negotiations and has agreed a figure of €1.2m in respect of 
compensation for Plot 9.  The payment of this amount however is subject to the 
transfer of the area coloured green to the west of Plot 9, having a gross area of 991 
sq. m. or thereabouts in exchange for the area hatched green having an area of 
1585 sq. m. or thereabouts to the South of Plot 9 (severed lands owned by BWG).  
The lands coloured green are required as part of the accommodation works to 
facilitate the replacement of circa 32 car parking spaces which BWG Foods Limited 
will loose within Plot 9, when acquired for the scheme.  


The land to be transferred (coloured green) is currently owned by Dublin City 
Council, who have approved its transfer to South Dublin County Council as part of a 
separate land transfer.  The registration of the land to South Dublin County Council 
is awaiting completion.  It is proposed to transfer the land to BWG Foods Limited, 
on completion of the registration of title.  


Accordingly the Council proposes to transfer the site coloured green on Drawing No. 
CPO-20-Rev G having a gross area of 991 sq. m or thereabouts to BWG Foods 
Limited in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, 
Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1960 and subject to the Provisions of S183 of the 
Local Government Act, 2001 in exchange for the area hatched green (severed lands 
owned by BWG Foods Limited) having an area of 1585.4 sq. m or thereabouts of 
which 236 sq. m or thereabouts is roadbed.  

             J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED:
“That this Council transfer the site coloured green on Drawing No. CPO-20-Rev G having a gross area of 991 sq. m or thereabouts to BWG Foods Limited in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1960 and subject to the Provisions of S183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 in exchange for the area hatched green (severed lands owned by BWG Foods Limited) having an area of 1585.4 sq. m or thereabouts of which 236 sq. m or thereabouts is roadbed.”

 H8/1110
REPORT ON PART VIII OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - 2008.  PROPOSAL 1 FOR TEMPORARY SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION AT 2 - 4 LISCARNE GARDENS (deferred from October Council meeting)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“REPORT AS PRESENTED AT COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING OF 11TH 
OCTOBER 2010:

 "The vision contained in the Homeless Agency’s Action Plan 2007 – 2010 is for the 
ending of long-term homelessness and the need for people to sleep rough in Dublin 
by the end of 2010.


The Council is obliged under the Pathways Model for the elimination of 
homelessness to provide for homeless persons from its administrative area 
presenting to the Council from 2010 onwards.  The Council has established a 
Homeless Unit to provide for the assessment and placement, where necessary, of 
homeless persons presenting to the Council into supported accommodation suited 
to their needs. A property has been identified by the Council at Liscarne Gardens, 
Clondalkin which is considered suitable for use as a short-term accommodation 
facility.   Plans have been developed for such use.  The proposed facility is designed 
to provide accommodation for 8 persons with relatively low support needs.  It is not 
envisaged that those with acute drug or alcohol dependency issues would be 
accommodated at the proposed facility.  The Council will enter into a service level 
agreement with an experienced organisation with a view to the management of the 
facility along with the provision of required supports to the residents.


Having regard to the nature of the proposed facility and the proposed change of 
use, the public notification procedure under Part 8 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 - 2008 was enacted by way of the publication of a 
public notice in the national press on 30th July 2010. 


Pursuant to the requirements of the above, notice was given of the proposal to 
alter, extend and refurbish two existing houses to 8 Units of Supported Temporary 
Accommodation at:


2 & 4 Liscarne Gardens, Neilstown Road, Clondalkin,

Dublin 22

Material Alteration and extension of Houses:

· 6 bedrooms (with ensuite) 

· 2 bedrooms (without ensuite) 

· Reception / Office 

· Kitchen / Laundry 

· Dining / Living room 

· Single-storey conservatory extension


Drawings of the proposed extension were on public display at the Headquarters of 
South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24, at the Civic Offices in 
Clondalkin, Dublin 22, and on http://www.sdcc.ie/ during the period from 30th 
July 2010 to 10th September 2010.


The latest date for the receipt of submissions or observations was 4.30pm on Friday 
24th September 2010.


Three submissions in relation to the proposal were submitted from the following:


Councillor Trevor Gilligan


Senator Frances Fitzgerald


Liscarne Action Group.


Councillor Gilligan does not support any proposals for a homeless shelter at 2/4 
Liscarne Gardens and cannot think of a worse location due to many factors.  He 
indicates that Supervalu have indicated that it would have an impact on them 
staying in the area.  Councillor Gilligan further states that there are local schools 
nearby and that it will also have an impact on local residents within the Liscarne 
Estate.  He therefore wants to give his full backing and support to the Liscarne 
residents group in their endeavors to halt a homeless shelter at this location.


Senator Fitzgerald, while appreciating that the Part 8 process is in itself a 
consultation, feels that there has been a lack of information and consultation in 
relation to the proposal.  She refers to concern being expressed by a wide range of 
residents, local business and two local school communities.  Local residents have 
highlighted to her continuously a range of social issues which they are currently 
experiencing and which are well known to Gardai and the Council.


Senator Fitzgerald outlines a range of concerns which have been voiced in relation 
to the proposed development which are listed below together with the Council's 
response:

· What numbers does the Council intend to accommodate in this hostel?

The Council projects that the number of clients in the accommodation will 
not exceed 8 at any one time. 

· What support systems will be put in place to assist the operation of this 
facility should it proceed?

It is proposed that the facility be managed by an experienced professional 
organisation which will also provide required supports to the clients using 
the service. 

· What criteria will be used to establish admission policy for this facility?

Admission policy will involve a full assessment being done by the Council's 
Homeless Unit prior to placement of an individual. 

· Is it expected that there will be a significant turnover of people residing at 
this accommodation?

It is intended that persons accommodated will have a degree of certainty 
regarding access to the accommodation pending a move to long-term 
accommodation.  It is not intended that the accommodation be filled on a 
night by night basis. 

· Has the Council considered other sites given the range of concerns in this 
particular area?

The Council has considered other locations in the area and is satisfied that 
this property is the most suitable and most readily available. 

· What is the catchment area for this proposed development?

The catchment area will include the Lucan, Clondalkin and Palmerstown 
areas primarily. 

· Can the Council clarify what stage the tendering process is at for this 
facility?  Is there a contract in place between the Council and a service 
provider for the operation of this hostel?

While discussions have been held with organisations interested in managing 
the proposed facility no contracts have yet been entered into by the 
Council. 

· Has the Council advanced the refurbishment of these premises for the 
purpose of a hostel in advance of the Part 8 being approved?

No refurbishment works have been done at the premises to date.


Senator Fitzgerald stated in her submission that she "would like to formally support 
the concerns of the local community who feel that this is not an appropriate 
location for a hostel, given the range of difficulties the community is facing at 
present and the range of concerns expressed by schools, residents and local 
business".


Liscarne Action Group's submission acknowledges the need to provide 
accommodation for homeless persons but objects to the location of the proposed 
facility based on "the wide ranging social problems of North Clondalkin", the 
proximity to two local primary schools and objections voiced by local business.  The 
Group also raised concerns regarding a lack of information and consultation in 
relation to the proposal and makes reference to possible alternative sites for the 
location of the proposed facility. The Group states that the placement of persons 
who are homeless in an area with the wide ranging social problems of North 
Clondalkin would not be the best solution for people who may be undergoing 
rehabilitation from addiction or wishing to change  their way of life on release from 
prison, undergoing mental health problems etc.


Response:

Apart from the Part 8 consultation process, the Council has also engaged in a 
process of consultation with various interested parties in the community.  The 
provision of accommodation in a supported environment will provide a level of 
stability for the persons accommodated, some of whom will be from the North 
Clondalkin area and would heretofore have either had to access emergency 
accommodation outside the locality or resorted to rough sleeping.

Written submissions were received from the Liscarne Action Group, the two school 
principals and local shop owner prior to the proposal going to consultation outlining 
their concerns for a homeless facility at this location. In determining the proposal 
these concerns were taken into account in terms of the number of units, location, 
management of the facility and service level agreement to be entered into.


Since the closing date for submissions the Council has met with the local shop 
owner, the two school principals and representatives of the Community to allay 
their fears and concerns and address a number of misconceptions in relation to the 
proposal. a number of meetings were also held with the elected representatives on 
the proposal. it should be noted that a visit to the homeless facility at Mount Brown 
for local elected members and local representatives was also arranged prior to 
initiation of the Part 8 process.


The Council has investigated other suggested locations for this facility in the 
Clondalkin area but none were suitable due to inaccessibility, not in ownership of 
the Council and/or otherwise unsuitable for purpose or unavailable. 


In the circumstances and as the proposed development is in accordance with the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area and satisfies the Council's 
commitments under the Action Plan on Homelessness in Dublin 2007 - 2010 it is 
recommended that the provision of accommodation proceed as proposed."


It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:


“That the Manager’s Report on Part 8 of Planning and Development      
Regulations  2001 - 2008  Proposal 1 for Temporary Supported  
Accommodation at  2 - 4 Liscarne Gardens be rejected.”
            A roll call vote was taken and the result was as follows:

            FOR THE MOTION: 12 (TWELVE)
           AGAINST THE MOTION: 13 (THIRTEEN)
           ABSENT: 1 (One) – Councillor J. Lahart.
            The motion was LOST.

 
 It was AGREED at the meeting that the motion to Defer the item to the 
November Meeting be accepted and that the item be DEFERRED to the 
November Council Meeting. 


Since the Council meeting in October a further meeting was held with 
representatives of the local community following which the Council agreed to the 
following to meet with a number of their concerns:


1/ The Council is willing to set up a monitoring and evaluation committee to 
oversee the operation and management of the temporary supported facility 
comprising representatives of  the Local Residents Group (3/4), Local elected 
members (3), Garda (1/2), Voluntary Housing Association (1/2), SDCC Officials (2) 
and CYC representative (1). The role of this group is to bring issues as they arise 
for discussion and resolution and keep updated on the management and operation 
of the facility. The committee will be chaired by agreement by one of the 
representatives on the committee.


2/ secondly if after 12 months of operation and evaluation it is considered that 
there are issues with the facility which cannot be satisfactorily resolved the 
operation of the facility as a temporary supported accommodation will cease and 
the units will be returned to the Councils housing stock.


Despite the above proposals it has been indicated that the local residents will not 
accept the provision of the proposed temporary supported accommodation at this 
location.


However in view of the lack of alternatives and as the proposed development is in 
accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and 
satisfies the Council's commitments under the Action Plan on Homelessness in 
Dublin 2007 - 2010 it is recommended that the provision of accommodation 
proceed as proposed.
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“That in view of the lack of alternatives and as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and satisfies the Council's commitments under the Action Plan on Homelessness in Dublin 2007 – 2010, the provision of accommodation proceed as proposed.”
Councillor E. Tuffy proposed the following Motion, which was seconded by Councillors S. Crowe and G. O’Connell, all of whom pledged their continuing commitment to the delivery of a homeless facility within the county while intimating that lessons should be learned from the handling of this project.

“That on the basis of information received during the additional consultation period afforded on this Part 8 at the October meeting, we propose that the Manager withdraw this proposal in view of the following:

The unsuitability of this particular location which we believe cannot provide a facility which will meet the needs of the proposed service users, local stakeholders and the aims and firm commitment of this Council to achieve an exemplary and successful model of accommodation for homeless people”

A lengthy debate followed with contributions from Councillors Brophy, Ridge, Dowds, Kenny, Keating, Jones and Lavelle.

Members reiterated their commitment to the provision of a homeless unit within the County and clarified that having had a month to further consider the proposal (following the deferral of the Item at the October meeting)  had formed the opinion that the location was unsuitable, was not what local residents wanted, and considered that there were perceived flaws in the Part V111 process generally but not in how the Council applied the process.

Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire drew attention to the provisions of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 pertaining to this item which states as follows:

“(1) (a) The members of a local authority shall, as soon as may be, consider the proposed development and the report of the manager under subsection(3).

            (b) Following the consideration of the manager's report under paragraph   (a), the proposed development may be carried out as recommended in the manager's report, unless the local authority, by resolution, decides to vary or modify the development, otherwise than as recommended in the manager's report, or decides not to proceed with the development.

(c)A resolution under paragraph (b) must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager's report”

and advised that a resolution of the Council would be required to vary or modify the proposals, or to decide that the Council not proceed with the development.

Accordingly Councillor M. Corr proposed to amend Councillor Tuffy’s Motion and Councillor P. Kearns seconded the amendment to read

“That on the basis of information received during the additional consultation period afforded on this Part 8 at the October meeting, we propose that this proposal should not proceed in view of the following:

The unsuitability of this particular location which we believe cannot provide a facility which will meet the needs of the proposed service users, local stakeholders and the aims and firm commitment of this Council to achieve an exemplary and successful model of accommodation for homeless people”

Mr. B Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development addressed the Members in relation to the difficulties faced by Councillors and Officials in trying to deliver a project of this kind.   He highlighted the continuing need for the provision of a homeless accommodation unit, and stressed that difficult decisions needed to be made.  He reiterated his continued efforts to meet the needs of communities, and advised of attendance at many meetings at which he had listened to residents’ concerns.  He reiterated that he had at all times operated within the remit of legislation

A roll call vote on the amendment as proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns was taken with the following result:


[image: image1.emf]
For

-
22

Against
-
  0

Absent

-
  3

Abstained
-
1
The amended Motion not to proceed with the proposal was AGREED.
The Mayor thanked the Manager for his efforts in relation to this proposed project and Mr. Coman in response committed to continuing to work with Members to deliver Council policy and to find a suitable location within the county for delivery of a homeless unit.

H9/11110
REPORT ON THE PART 8 PUBLIC CONSULTATION IN RELATION TO THE PROPOSED ROAD TO THE REAR OF DODSBOROUGH COTTAGES, LUCAN

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

REPLY: 


“A report and presentation outlining the proposal to proceed to Part 8 Statutory 
Public Consultation in connection with the above was noted at the Lucan-Clondalkin 
Area Committee (1) meeting held on 16th June 2010 and it was agreed to proceed 
with the Part 8 consultation.   A report on this Public Consultation was presented to 
the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee (1) meeting held on the 20th October 2010 
and the recommendation to proceed with the proposal was noted by Elected 
Members. 


The details of the proposal and the report on the Public Consultation is as follows. 


The following report was presented to the Elected Members at the Lucan Clondalkin 
Area Committee (1) on the 16th June 2010. 


Part 8 Public Consultation for a Proposal to Construct An Access Road to the Rear of 17 - 23 Dodsborough Cottages, Lucan 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2007  


Proposed Part 8 Public Consultation for the construction of a new section of road to the rear of 17 to 23 Dodsborough Cottages, Lucan. 


Proposal

This is a proposal to construct an access road to serve proposed new individual 
housing units (subject to planning permission) in the rear gardens of the houses at 
17 to 23 Dodsborough Cottages in Lucan.  There is no access at present to these 
gardens since the gardens themselves back onto the open space at Airlie Heights 
Estate.   There is a short section of road that was constructed by the Lucan United 
Football Club to provide access to their recently constructed clubhouse and car park 
and the proposal would extend this road as far as the rear garden of 23 
Dodsborough Cottages. 


In order to facilitate this proposal it would be necessary to construct a road parallel 
with the garden boundary across the open space.  The feasibility and the impact of 
this proposal have been examined.  There would be no negative impact on the 
existing playing pitches and minimal impact on the quantum of open space that 
would be affected.  A section of hedgerow to the rear of the gardens would have to 
be removed but there may be a possibility of retaining some of the trees – which 
are of a relatively young age.  On the positive side there would be an increase in 
passive supervision of the open space. 


The proposal incorporates the construction of the road to normal Council standards 
including the provision of public lighting, drainage, footpath, a low concrete wall 
boundary to the open space and access points for Council maintenance equipment 
and also to the Lucan United car park.  The boundary wall will be screened on both 
sides by a hedge and with a line of street trees to provide for the creation of an 
avenue. 


This Part 8 proposal is to facilitate this development.  The road itself would be 
constructed, at no cost to the Council, by the owners of the sites acting as a 
consortium and subject to conditions agreed with the Council.  The plans for the 
individual sites would be subject to applications for planning permission in the 
normal way. 


Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection 
or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy at: 


(a) South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 
between the hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm 
on Friday (Inspection and purchase), 


(b) County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 between the hours of 
9.45am-8.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.45am - 4.30pm Friday and Saturday 
(inspection only). 


From Monday 21st June 2010 to Friday 30th July 2010. 


Written submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, 
dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which 
the development would be situated, may be made in writing before 4.30 p.m. on 
Friday 13th August 2010 to the:- 


Senior Executive Officer, Parks Department, South Dublin County Council, County 
Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  E-mail address: - parks@sdublincoco.ie Website: 
www.sdublincoco.ie 


It should be noted that the Freedom of Information Act applies to all records held 
by South Dublin County Council. Web: www.southdublin.ie 


Three submissions were received by the closing date;
1. Paul O Connell and Associates on behalf of Lucan United FC 

2. A group of residents from Airlie Heights 

3. G and F Consultants on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. J Dalton, 23E Dodsborough 
Cottages 


The submissions made and the response of the Council to them is detailed 
as follows.  (Some of the individual items in the separate submissions 
that are essentially similar have been grouped 


 and treated together for ease of reference):

1 Lucan United FC


In principle there is no objection to the proposal

LUFC are concerned that the low concrete stub wall and associated hedging is 
located too close to one of the main entry points of the clubhouse. Further, they 
are concerned that it will restrict the movement of bulky items of club apparatus 
such as temporary goal posts in and out of the building.   Response There is no 
reason that the concrete stub wall and associated hedging should restrict 
movement of bulky items from the club house.  The Council can discuss the details 
of the wall construction with the club prior to commencement of the project in 
order that any possible problems can be dealt with in an organised manner. 


An alternative to the wall construction is suggested that would eliminate possible 
anti social activity.  There is also concern about the height of the hedge. Response 
The wall is considered to be the most appropriate form of boundary to prevent 
unauthorized encroachment and combined with the hedgerow will be an 
aesthetically pleasing addition to the area.  The hedgerow will be maintained at a 
height of 600 – 800mm which will provide a clear vision across the open space that 
will enhance the security of the area. 


The club is concerned that balls kicked from the adjoining pitch might pose a health 
and safety hazard to road users and it requests a high netting to prevent this. 
Response There is no reason to suppose that this will present a problem and 
therefore high netting is not considered to be a necessary addition to the proposal. 


LUFC would ask that in the event of the cost of their insurances increasing due to 
the proximity of the new roadway that, the developer be responsible for any such 
ongoing increases.   Response There is no reason to believe that insurance cover 
for the club will increase as a result of the extension of the public road system in 
the estate. 


LUFC understand that the roadway is not intended to be extended beyond the 
location shown on the drawings. Response It is not intended to extend the 
roadway beyond the location shown on the public consultation drawings. 


It is noted that there is no provision for on street car parking in the plans 
exhibited.  It is likely therefore, that visitors to any new end of garden dwellings will 
park on the roadway affecting traffic flow or alternatively park in the spaces 
presently intended to service the clubhouse close to the Airlie Heights housing and 
directly beside the clubhouse. It is reasonable to suggest that additional off street 
car parking is essential.   Response The proposed road is a cul de sac and as such 
should pose no problems in terms of excessive car parking or interfere with the car 
parking for the club.  It is not intended to provide additional car parking spaces. 


The sectional drawing indicates the proposed location of lighting standards on the 
side of the new roadway closest to Dodsborough Cottages gardens. LUFC would ask 
that consideration be given to their relocation to the northern side of the roadway. 
This would help to increase the general lighting levels about the exterior of the 
clubhouse and help to reduce potential anti-social behavior and increase security. 
Response The detail of the positioning of the lighting standards will be a matter 
for the final design of the road and that design will be undertaken by the consultant 
appointed by the group of residents in conjunction with the Roads Department of 
the Council.  Consideration will be given at that time to having the lighting 
standards positioned as requested but only if this would comply with the 
appropriate safety and design standards. 


It is noted that LUFC would wish that in the event of a new roadway being 
constructed that it be speedily taken in charge by the Local Authority to ensure that 
it is adequately maintained and so that LUFC have a direct reference point in the 
event of any ongoing defects with its construction, maintenance, bin collections, 
removal of abandoned vehicles etc.   Response   It is intended that the road will, if 
constructed, be taken in charge by the County Council subject to the normal taking 
in charge process. 


LUFC would wish to see a method statement relating to the construction period in 
advance of any decision to grant permission for its construction. Such should 
include a programme for construction, and deal with the issues associated with 
likely disruption etc. to the day to day operation of LUFC’s clubhouse. A bond to 
ensure satisfactory completion of the construction stage should be in place before 
any construction is permitted to start.   Response   All of the matters raised above 
will be included in documentation that is a normal requirement for such projects. 


2  A group of residents from Airlie Heights


The group of residents object to the proposal “on the grounds that if the 
development went ahead, it would result in significant increases in the levels of 
traffic problems and noise in Airlie Heights.  It will have a serious impact on the 
current parking problems in the estate”. Response If the road is constructed to 
allow for the construction of houses in the rear gardens in Dodsboro Cottages it is 
likely that at most a total of 8 houses would be constructed.  It is not considered 
that the volume of traffic generated by this development would result in any 
significant increase in traffic generation in Airlie Heights estate or contribute to car 
parking problems in the estate. 


3  G and F Consultants on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. J Dalton, 23E 
Dodsborough Cottages


The proposed access road will create unnecessary noise and turning areas are 
renowned for anti social loitering by younger drivers. Response The road will be a 
short cul de sac road and therefore traffic will move at a relatively slow speed that 
will not create undue noise intrusion. This area (Airlie Heights) and the adjoining 
Dodsboro Cottages estate have a number of cul de sacs and it is not accepted that 
anti social activity will be higher than normal as a result of the construction of this 
road. 


The natural environment would be destroyed and there would be serious effects on 
the natural light and overlooking of adjoining properties. The characteristics of the 
surrounds will be negatively impacted upon. Response This area is in the main an 
urban housing area and it is not intended to destroy any of the existing natural 
environment but it may be necessary to remove a section of hedgerow to the rear 
of Dodsboro Cottages.  Any removal of hedgerow will be controlled by condition in 
any subsequent planning application and it would be the intention of the Council to 
preserve this hedgerow if at all possible.  The issue of natural light and overlooking 
will also be dealt with through the planning application process.  There will be a 
change in the character of the surroundings but it is intended that this will be 
ameliorated by additional planting, including street tree planting and conditions in 
relation to the materials to be used in any subsequent building work as a result of a 
grant of Planning Permission. 


Sufficient details regarding accommodation works have not been provided and the 
proposed concrete stub wall is insufficient to provide adequate security. Response 
The Council contends that sufficient details have been provided as part of the public 
consultation process that would allow for a proper understanding of the purpose of 
the proposal as well as the likely impact of it on the surrounding area and the 
residential population. It is also contended that the concrete stub wall is adequate 
to provide the necessary security to the open space and this has already been 
provided in other areas of the same open space. 


Insufficient detail has been provided in relation to surface water, foul sewage and 
potable water supply. Response Surface water runoff will be accommodated 
through the existing system in Airlie Heights or as advised by the Environmental 
Services Department. Foul sewage will also be accommodated through the existing 
system in Airlie Heights and Environmental Services Department has advised that 
there is sufficient capacity in the system to accommodate this. There is sufficient 
capacity to cater for water demand and the supply to the client’s property should 
not be affected by the construction of a system to cater for the proposed 
development. 


The public lighting on the proposed road will spill into the client’s property and 
create unnecessary lighting in the rear garden. Response The public lighting will 
be directed onto the road and any spillage will not impact negatively on the 
adjoining properties.  


The access road provides a direct route to the rear of our Client’s property leaving 
the potential for burglary and unwanted access to the rear of our Clients property. 
Response The existing housing area in Dodsboro Cottages is open at the rear to 
an open space in Airlie Heights and there will essentially be no change to this if the 
proposal is implemented. 


Construction of the proposed access road and future development will create 
unnecessary construction nuisances such as noise, vibration, dust and dirt on the 
local roads. Response Construction is a normal activity particularly in an urban 
environment. Any construction work creates dust and noise and this is regulated by 
way of condition arising from Planning Permission and this will be done in the event 
of an application for Planning Permission to construct the road. 


For many years the green area proposed for the road has been used by the children 
and parents of Dodsboro Cottages as a walkway to the local school.  The proposed 
road would take this access away forcing parents to drive to the school. Response 
There will be no change in the use of the open space as a result of the construction 
of the proposed road and no reason for parents to be forced to drive their children 
to school as a result. 


Having considered the three submissions received it is considered that the proposal 
is in accordance with proper planning and sustainable development and that the 
issues raised can be dealt with by way of conditions arising from a subsequent 
planning application by the group of residents who wish to build in the rear gardens 
of 17 to 23 Dodsboro Cottages.  It is therefore recommended that the Part 8 
Proposal is approved by the Elected Members”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and AGREED: 
“That as the proposal is in accordance with proper planning and sustainable development and the issues raised can be dealt with by way of conditions arising from a subsequent planning application by the group of residents who wish to build in the rear gardens of 17 to 23 Dodsboro Cottages, the provision of the road proceed as proposed in the above report”. 

On behalf of the Residents of the area Councillors W. Lavelle, D. Keating and G. O’Connell thanked the staff of the Parks Department for their efforts in bringing this matter to a successful conclusion.  
H10/1110
OVERDRAFT ACCOMODATION FOR 2011
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“Due to anticipated cash flow concerns it is considered prudent to seek approval for 
overdraft accommodation for the period 01/01/2011 to 31/12/2011. 


Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council approve, subject to the sanction of 
the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of 
overdraft accommodation to a limit of €30m for the period 01/01/2011 to 
31/12/2011.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:
“That this Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €30m for the period 01/01/2011 to 31/12/2011.”

H11/1110
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


“The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 has been commenced and it now 
requires each Housing Authority to draw up and adopt An Anti Social Behaviour 
Strategy in respect of 

· Dwellings let by the Housing Authority to tenants under the Housing Acts 
1966 to 2009 

· Dwellings in which relevant purchasers reside 

· Sites for the Accommodation of Travellers 

· Dwellings covered by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 

· Dwellings which are the subject of long term leasing by the Council 


The significant anti-social behaviour provisions in the 2009 Act came into operation 
on 1 December 2009, as provided for in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009 (Commencement) Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 449 of 2009) primarily:

· Section 35 of the Act, requires the elected members of each housing 
authority to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy within one 
year of the commencement of the section, that is to say, by 30 
November 2010. The strategy must set out measures to promote good 
estate management and co-operation with other bodies, such as the 
Gardaí, that have a role to play in combating anti-social behaviour 


The new Strategy will have the following mission statement 


to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of 
South Dublin County Council by actively tackling anti-social behaviour through prevention, enforcement, support and rehabilitation

It also includes the following policy statement 


South Dublin County Council recognises that anti social behaviour can have a very 
significant adverse effect on the quality of life of its tenants and on their 
communities.  It also recognizes that the majority of householders are law abiding and that a very small number engage in unacceptable behaviour.  

The Council realizes that it has a duty of care to all its tenants to promote the 
peaceful occupation and enjoyment of their dwellings. It is therefore the policy that 
anti social behaviour will not be tolerated and the Council undertakes to work in 
partnership with its tenants and various other stakeholders to take proactive steps to prevent and eliminate such behaviour.  

Introduction: 


The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 has commenced and it now 
requires each Housing Authority to draw up and adopt An Anti Social Behaviour 
Strategy in respect of 
· Dwellings let by the Housing Authority to tenants under the Housing Acts 
1966 to 2009 
· Dwellings in which relevant purchasers reside 
· 
Sites for the Accommodation of Travellers 
· Dwellings covered by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
· Dwellings which are the subject of long term leasing by the Council 

The significant anti-social behaviour provisions in the 2009 Act came into operation 
on 1st  December 2009, as provided for in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2009 (Commencement) Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 449 of 2009) primarily:
· Section 35 of the Act, requires the elected members of each housing 
authority to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy within one 
year of the commencement of the section, that is to say, by 30 
November 2010. The strategy must set out measures to promote good 
estate management and co-operation with other bodies, such as the 
Gardaí, that have a role to play in combating anti-social behaviour
·  Items 1(a) and 5 of Part 5 of Schedule 2, amending the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, to extend the definition of "anti-social 
behaviour" to cover graffiti and damage to property, and to apply existing 
anti-social behaviour provisions, including the power to exchange 
information about housing applicants or beneficiaries engaged in anti-social 
behaviour, to a broader range of social accommodation, including 
accommodation provided through rental arrangements. 

South Dublin County Council is committed to the prevention and elimination of anti 
social behaviour in its estates.  The Council is acutely aware of the detrimental 
effects which this type of behaviour can have on the lives of both tenants and 
homeowners and the communities of which they live.

Since 1998 the Council has maintained a number of Anti social behaviour response 
teams.

 The Council, as a public Housing Authority, has a responsibility to all of its tenants, 
whether they are victims or perpetrators of anti social behaviour.  The Council must 
attempt to strike a balance between the rights of the victim (to live without having 
to endure the anti social behaviour of others on the one hand), with the rights of 
the perpetrator to a fair hearing, to the opportunity to redeem themselves through 
changing their behaviour and most significantly to their right to public housing, on 
the other.

The Council is also committed to supporting tenants and members of their families 
who lapse in their behaviour as citizens.  A system of escalating actions will be 
utilized as part of an enforcement regime geared towards eradicating unacceptable 
behaviour or alternatively to removing errant tenants or subtenants from our 
communities.  It should be noted however that while the Council is usually prepared 
to give such persons every chance to mend their ways, cases will arise where the 
Council will seek to remove tenants in the interest of protecting other members of 
the community.  

Following an extensive consultation process a formal anti social behaviour policy 
was adopted in February 2005.  The spirit of that policy was aimed at achieving a 
balance between the conflicting rights referred to above through the 
implementation of Programmes and projects that where designed with the 
principles of Prevention, Enforcement, Support and Rehabilitation as a guide. Since 
then a dual approach has been developed in dealing with individual cases consisting 
of 

 ·                    A more clearly defined enforcement / legal process that is designed 
to enable efficient and effective responses by the Council in cases where 
enforcement is the only option and

 ·                    A well developed and focused Welfare / Support Services where 
perpetrators are offered the opportunity to work with the Council and other 
agencies to vindicate their own rights through the use of Acceptable Behavioral 
Agreements, Family support services and welfare action plans.

 Where co-operation is obtained through these welfare arrangements an anti social 
tenant can avoid legal action and ultimately eviction but where co-operation is not 
forthcoming the Council priortises the rights of the victim by seeking the eviction of 
the problem tenant.

 One of the priorities of the Council’s Estate Management function is the creation of 
strong, settled communities within the Local Authority Estates throughout the 
County.  We endeavor to ensure that functioning communities can develop through 
the creation of a sense that tenants will not have to endure the type of behaviour 
that is destructive of a properly functioning society.

 There remains a constant reluctance on the Council’s part to transfer either victim 
or perpetrator of anti social behaviour in case others may be subjected to the 
unacceptable behaviour and resulting in houses being vacated around the anti 
social family and allowing “sink estates” to develop.

The Strategic proposals outlined in the document are dealt with under the following 
headings 

· Interagency approach 

· Communication 

· Good Practice 

· Complaint Management/Monitoring


Submissions on the draft strategy were received from the following organisations:

· An Garda Siochana 

· Focus Ireland 

· The Mercy Law Resource  Centre 

· Circle Voluntary Housing Association 

· South Dublin Community Platform 


Set out below is the link to the new legislation and the strategy for information 


http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2009/a2209.pdf

It is recommended that this Council hereby resolves to adopt the SOUTH DUBLIN 
COUNTY COUNCIL ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY 2010 - 2014 in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 35 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:  

“That this Council hereby resolves to adopt the SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY 2010 - 2014 in accordance with the provisions of Section 35 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.”

Councillor T. Ridge requested that her Motion (M4) be taken at the same time as it was of a similar nature.

M4/1110
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 


 It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and Seconded by Councillor E. 
Maloney:
“That this Council asks the Minister of State for housing to meet a delegation of local Cllrs. and housing staff to request him to review the Housing (miscellaneous) Act 1997 to allow for realistic and effective methods of dealing with the escalating anti-social problem in local authority housing.  The review to include effective measures to prohibit tenants engaging in said activities and to include measures to deal with same problem in privately owned houses in Council estates.”


REPORT:
“Local Authorities were given extensive powers to combat anti social behaviour by its tenants or by members of their households under the Housing Act 1966 and the Housing (Miscellanous Provisions) Act 1997.   

The Legal powers available to South Dublin County Council for dealing with anti social behaviour include:


1.      Excluding Order - Housing (Miscellanous Provisions Act 1997), Section 3 
subsection 2

         “a Housing authority may, in respect of a house provided by the authority under the 
Housing Acts, 1966 to 1997, apply to the District Court for an excluding order 
against a respondent whom the authority believes to be engaging in anti social 
behaviour where the authority

(a)    having consulted the tenant and the health board in whose functional area 
the house is situate, believe that a tenant may be deterred or prevented by 
violence, threat or fear from pursuing an application for an excluding order, and

(b)   consider that, in the interest of good estate management, it is appropriate, in 
all circumstances, to apply for the excluding order.”

Link to 1997 Housing MiscellanousProvisions Act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

2. Garda Checks   -     Section l4 and l5 Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act l997


Link to 1997 Housing Miscellanous Provisions Act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

3. Deferral of Housing application   - Part 2, No 14, applications rules and 
general procedures


 Link to Scheme of Letting Priorities - 


http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications//do
c/Scheme%20of%20Letting%20Priorities%202006.18042007.doc                     
             


4. Refusal to dispose of a Council House under Sales Scheme     - S 90 
Housing Act l966  


 Link to 1966 Housing act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1966/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

5. Illegal Occupiers   - Section 20 Housing (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 
l997, Section 1 a


Link to 1997 Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

 6. Notice to Quit -      Section 62 of the Housing Act, 1966, (as amended) and 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1997.


S62 (1) in case
      
  “(a) there is no tenancy in – 
         
(1) a dwelling provided by a housing authority under this act,
     
   (11) any building or part of a building of which the authority are the owner and 
which is required by them for the purposes of this act, or
    
   (111) a dwelling of which the National Building Agency Limited is the owner,
      
 Whether by reason of the termination of a tenancy or otherwise, and

(b) there is an occupier of the dwelling or building or any part thereof who neglects 
or refuses to deliver up possession of the dwelling or part thereof on a demand 
being made therefore by the authority or Agency, as the case may be, and

(c) there is a statement in the demand of the intention of the authority or Agency 
to make application under this subsection in the event of the requirements of the 
demand not being complied with.
 
The authority or Agency may (without prejudice to any other method of recovering 
possession) apply to the justice of the District Court having jurisdiction in the 
district court district in which the dwelling or building is situate for the issue of a 
warrant under this section.”

Many Local Authorities including South Dublin have experienced difficulties before 
the Courts on foot of proceedings taken against problem tenants under Section 62 
of the Housing Act 1966.  This Council is now taking enforcement action against 
such tenants under Landlord / Tenant legislation which requires proof of anti social 
behaviour to be produced and that a sequence of warnings from verbal to written 
have not been complied with by the tenant.


Link to 1966 Housing act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1966/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

Link to 1997 Housing Miscellanous Provisions Act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

These powers were strengthened by the Housing (Miscellanous Provisions) Act 
2009.


Link to 2009 Housing Miscellanous Provisions Act


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2009/en/act/pub/0022/index.html

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 has been commenced and it now 
requires each Housing Authority to draw up and adopt An Anti Social Behaviour 
Strategy in respect of 

· Dwellings let by the Housing Authority to tenants under the Housing Acts 
1966 to 2009 

· Dwellings in which relevant purchasers reside 

· Sites for the Accommodation of Travellers 

· Dwellings covered by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 

· Dwellings owned and provided by Housing Associations 

· Dwellings which are the subject of long term leasing by the Council 


The significant anti-social behaviour provisions in the 2009 Act came into operation 
on 1 December 2009, as provided for in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009 (Commencement) Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 449 of 2009) primarily:

· Section 35 of the Act, requires the elected members of each housing 
authority to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy within one 
year of the commencement of the section, that is to say, by 30 
November 2010. The strategy must set out measures to promote good 
estate management and co-operation with other bodies, such as the 
Gardaí, that have a role to play in combating anti-social behaviour 

· Items 1(a) and 5 of Part 5 of Schedule 2, amending the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, to extend the definition of "anti-social 
behaviour" to cover graffiti and damage to property, and to apply existing 
anti-social behaviour provisions, including the power to exchange 
information about housing applicants or beneficiaries engaged in anti-social 
behaviour, to a broader range of social accommodation, including 
accommodation provided through rental arrangements


A good deal of preparatory work has been undertaken in the drawing up of a 
draft strategy by a sub committee of the last Housing and Social SPC.   Set out 
below is a link to that draft strategy


http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=22582

While it is recognised that it will be necessary to redraft the document to take on 
board the new legislation it is considered that this draft strategy contains a good 
start at a blueprint for how the Council will deal with Anti Social Behaviour in the 
future in a multi-faceted way.  The valuable working relationships which have been 
cultivated with the Gardaí and the HSE will be utilised to the full so as to deal 
effectively with the serious cases which the Council is presented with.  Experience 
has shown that a multi agency approach produces the most positive outcomes 
when dealing with complicated cases where anti social behaviour is often a 
symptom of underlying dysfunctionality within families.  All too often the obvious 
solution of eviction may not be the best solution in the interest of all family 
members.


The first step in the coordinated and collaborative approach to serious anti social 
incidents, which is being implemented, involves ensuring that all sections and 
departments of the Council are fully involved and engaged in finding solutions to 
the numerous problem cases which arise annually.


It should be noted however that the Council is now adopting a very tough attitude 
to tenants or sub-tenants who show unwillingness to engage in a meaningful way 
with it or other agencies incorporating a regime of warnings whereby a Verbal 
Warning will be followed by a Written Warning and subsequently Notice to Quit and 
proceedings in the Civil Courts if initial responses are not considered adequate and 
genuine.


It should also be noted that as the responsibility for the reception and placement of 
homeless persons coming from South Dublin now rests fully with the Council.  
These changes require us to take a more strategic approach to eviction and dealing 
with those who end up homeless as a result of such action.  Accordingly we 
propose to strengthen areas of intervention with problematic tenants within the 
powers as provided for in current legislation, both before and after the ultimate 
sanction of eviction is invoked.   In this regard we are endeavoring to include a 
process/protocol whereby persons rendered homeless through eviction will be 
required to adhere to behavioral norms before being rehoused in conventional type 
accommodation.   


In this regard we are consulting widely with approved housing bodies who we hope 
will be in a position to play a major role in achieving the aforementioned objectives 
and in line with the proposed Local Authority Assessment & Placement Operational 
Plan for the Dublin Region.


In relation to meeting the deadline required under the legislation it is proposed to 
follow the following timelines


·        May 2010 draft document sent out for consultation to the following bodies - 
Gardai, HSE, Dublin Authorities, Homeless Agency.  Request for submissions or 
comments by 30th May. In this regard some of the parties to whom the draft 
Strategy was circulated, have made submissions, meetings are to be held with 
others and some responses are awaited. All submissions received will be included in 
forthcoming reports on the strategy.


.       20th May 2010 report to the SPC on the draft strategy


·        June 2010 strategy amended to include the new legislation provisions and 
new interventions indicated above 


·         June 2010 consultation with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee


·        Consideration of any submissions received and if required amend the draft 
strategy 


·        September 2010 bring amended and final strategy to the Joint Policing 
Committee 


·        October 2010 bring amended and final strategy to 3 Area Committees 


·        08th November 2010 adoption of Strategy by full Council 


A similar  Motion -- Motion No 1 under Mayor's business - was passed at the June 
Council Meeting held on 14th June 2010 following which a request has been 
forwarded to the Minister of State with responsibility for Housing matters at the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government ,seeking a 
meeting. An acknowledgement has been received to the request and a follow up 
request has been issued.


South Dublin County Council's proposed Anti Social Behaviour Strategy as presented 
to the Area Committees, Housing SPC and the South Dublin County Joint Policing 
Committee is before the Council at the November meeting for adoption.”
Councillor Ridge highlighted instances of anti social behaviour within housing estates and requested that the Manager consider a pilot “caretaker” programme which would provide for a permanent 24/7 presence of a caretaker with authority to respond to severe instances of intimidation and attacks between neighbours.
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Discussion on the item followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, G. O’Connell, S. Crowe, C. Keane and R. Dowds.  The main points for discussed were:

· Unsuccessful attempts to engage with the Minister and the need to communicate the Council’s disappointment with the Minister’s inadequate responses to date;
· Need to extend Anti social behaviour policy to tenants in private rented accommodation;
· Need for greater tracking mechanisms to identify individuals and impose sanctions on tenants engaging in anti social behaviour who are receiving rent allowance;
· Recognition of the amount of work undertaken on the ground by Council staff in tackling anti social problems;
· Need to engage with all Agencies involved in tackling problems within communities as a whole;
· Need to evaluate the time and money being spent on the anti social aspect of the Council’s work to ensure VFM is being achieved;
· Explore possibility of “trial tenancies” to ensure tenants are compliant with their agreements.
Mr. B Coman thanked the Members for their contributions.  He acknowledged difficulties associated with this issue and referred to flexibility within the strategy to introduce new initiatives and programmes to help deal with problems.  

He highlighted the benefits of the relationship which has developed with the Joint Policing Committee, which has led to co operation on the ground particularly through the now established Local Policing Fora. He highlighted the importance of communities reporting incidents so that continued efforts are made to concentrate on areas experiencing most difficulties, and the availability of staff to meet groups and individuals on a regular basis to help resolve problems.

Mr. Coman advised that if the Strategy is adopted it will be forwarded to the Minister along with a further request for a meeting with him (Minister) to discuss extending the Council’s powers under legislation.

The Mayor called for a roll call vote on the Strategy:

[image: image2.emf]

For 

- 
18


Against
-
  0


Abstain
-
  0


Absent 
- 
  8

THE SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL ANTI SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY 2010 - 2014 was ADOPTED

CORRESPONDENCE 
Co1/1110
Letter dated 05th October 2010, from HSE regarding motion passed in relation to Neurological Care.

Co2/1110
Letter, dated 12th October 2010, from North Tipperary County Council regarding Glass Bottle refunds
Co3/1110
Letter, dated 12th October 2010, from Monaghan Town Council regarding proposal to abolish Town Councils
Co4/1110
Letter, dated 27th October 2010, from Waterford City Council regarding Minimum Wage
Co5/11/10
Letter, dated 01st November 2010, from Donegal County Council regarding Alzheimer's Disease & Dementia
 Co6/1110
Letter, dated 01st November 2010, from Donegal County Council regarding PSO Levy on Electricity
 Co7/1110
Letter (email), dated 02nd November 2010, from New Ross Town Council regarding Radon Testing

The above letters were NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/1110
TAXI REGULATOR

Mayors Business –

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and Seconded by Councillors  P. Kearns, M. Duff, W. Lavelle and P. Cosgrave:
“That this Council urges the Minister for Transport, Mr. N. Dempsey to recognize that his decision to establish a Taxi Regulator has failed the taxi industry and should be immediately abolished.”

REPORT:  


“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister 
for Transport Mr. N. Dempsey and upon receipt a copy of his reply will be circulated 
to the members.”
The Mayor spoke on the Motion and stated that in his opinion the market was flooded.  He suggested that there are too many taxis resulting in long established drivers finding themselves in financial trouble and young and new drivers who have invested in taxi plates are losing their livelihoods. 

A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors P. Kearns, W. Lavelle, M. Duff, P. Cosgrave, S. Crowe, J. Hannon and M. Corr. The main issues raised centered on 

· inability of taxi drivers to earn a reasonable wage;
· problems with “cloned” taxi plates;
· Lack of accountability of the Regulator;
· 13,000 taxis in 4 Boroughs in New York yet Dublin now had 17,000 taxis; 

· The fact that the public felt that the taxi industry had failed them in previous years due to the severe shortage of taxis but now it had gone to the other extreme suggesting -
· A need for some form of regulation;
· Car culling was not the best prospect for those trying to make living;
· An element of racism appeared to be entering taxi ranks.

The Mayor felt that as it was the Minister who appointed the Regulator the Motion should be unchanged and the Council should await the response from the Ministers Office.
The Motion was PASSED.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order. 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney proposed and the members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with the next Motion (M2) and one emergency motion as follows:

M2/1110
PROCUREMENT- VEOLIA


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney and seconded by Councillor  
M. Corr:
“That this Council, in light of the ongoing suffering of the Palestinian people, recognises (1) that Veolia is a leading partner in the consortium contracted to build a light railway system linking Israel to illegal settlements in occupied East Jerusalem, (2) that the Irish government and the U.N does not recognise Israel’s annexation and occupation of East Jerusalem and have repeatedly stated their views that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank contravene international law and (3) that Veolia’s involvement in the project is in contravention of the UN’s stated demand that Israeli settlement activities and occupation should not be supported, and calls on the County Manager not to sign any new or renew any existing contracts with Veolia.”
REPORT:

“All public procurement is covered under EU and national policy, the main aim of 
which is to achieve value for money having regard to probity and accountability.


There are specific steps to be followed in conducting an appropriate competitive 
process under EU and national rules, as well as selected provisions from the Treaty 
of Rome.  Stringent Remedies Directives and infringement proceedings must 
be considered at all times and all awarding authorities must award contracts on the 
basis of criteria prescribed by European Communities (Award of Public Authorities' 
Contracts) Regulations 2006. These directives prescribe that the processes in 
procuring goods and services must be transparent, non - discriminatory, equal and 
proportionate in all aspects of the life of the procurement.


Accordingly it is not possible under existing statutory procurement regulation to 
accede to the request as outlined in the motion and recommends that the 
motion not be passed.”
Councillor Looney spoke on the Motion and stated that a number of other Local Authorities had passed similar motions.  Councillor Looney read details in relation to the current line of the light rail system.  The Member stated that he appreciates what the Manager can and cannot enact but wished to call on the Manager to make a stand on the issue.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate Services stated that the Motion contravenes procurement law and the Manager cannot be called on to do something which is illegal.  As a result Councillor C. Keane stated that Members cannot vote on the Motion unless the last statement is removed.

The Mayor suggested that the Members pass the Motion based on its sentiment in principle.  However the County Manager, Mr. J. Horan reiterated that he could not implement the Motion as set down on the agenda.

Councillor D. Looney then proposed that the Motion be amended as follows to leave out the final statement.  Councillor E. Tuffy seconded this proposal.

“That this Council, in light of the ongoing suffering of the Palestinian people, recognises (1) that Veolia is a leading partner in the consortium contracted to build a light railway system linking Israel to illegal settlements in occupied East Jerusalem, (2) that the Irish government and the U.N does not recognise Israel’s annexation and occupation of East Jerusalem and have repeatedly stated their views that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank contravene international law and (3) that Veolia’s involvement in the project is in contravention of the UN’s stated demand that Israeli settlement activities and occupation should not be supported.”
The amended notion was PASSED carried on a show of hands.

The amended notion was PASSED carried on a show of handsBottom of Form

SM/1110
CHRISTMAS RESPITE GRANT

The following Suspensory Motion proposed without notice by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney was considered in accordance with Standing Order No 74. 

That this Council calls on the Health Services Executive to reverse the recent decision made not to grant the Christmas Respite Grant through National Lottery Funding to the National Council for the Blind in Ireland – South Dublin Region. The users of the NCBI are some of the most vulnerable in our community, and savings can be made by this Government by eliminating some of the more extravagant spendings. 

All Members present were in favour of considering the MOTION and it was PASSED.
The Meeting concluded at 6.40p.m.
MOTIONS NOT REACHED 

M3
GAZA

Councillor C. King

That this Council Condemns the Israeli attack on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla’s aid mission that resulted in deaths and injuries of those attempting to bring much needed aid to the besieged city of Gaza, which has been subject to an illegal Israeli blockade.

Commends those Irish citizens who participated in this humanitarian mission to bring 10,000 tones of aid to the people of Gaza.

Recognizing that this attack is an affront to international law and has endangered the lives of Irish citizens, calls on the Irish Government to expel the Israeli Ambassador, use it’s influence to discontinue the EU’s preferential trade agreement with Israel and Support and seek the backing of other countries for a new international aid mission to Gaza which will ensure that necessary vital supplies reach the suffering people of that besieged area.


M5
SOCIAL HOUSING LEASING 


Councillor C. Jones

That the Manager will give a report on the progress of the Social Housing Leasing Scheme within the County.
M6
HOUSEHOLD WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council affirms its  support for the publicly provided and managed household waste management system operated by SDCC, acknowledges the importance of certain features of the system including the Council funded Waiver Scheme, the absence of a standing charge, and the 3 Bin system to promote waste reduction and re-cycling. We express our commitment to working with the Manager and staff in solving the problems experienced in recent months, including Bank Holiday Monday collections, and uncertainties and difficulties being experienced by  many householders in using the Brown Bin as effectively and safely as possible, and requests the Manager to provide a report on the Bin collection system and its operation since the beginning of the roll out of the Brown Bins, and to confirm that the instructions for use of the Brown Bin have been fully assessed and are compliant with best practice and all regulations. We further request the Manager to consider an expanded programme of providing information to householders on using the 3 Bin system correctly and with maximum cost effectiveness to them.
M7
BLACK BIN COLLECTION


Councillor C. Brophy

That this council calls for -

1 The reintroduction of the Saturday Collection of Bin for customers of this Council who have Black bin Collections on a Bank Holiday Monday.

2. The introduction of a new system to inform people of problems, collection date changes and increases in charges as the current methods are not working satisfactorily. 

3. A rotation of the day that households have there bins collected, a 5 year rotating basis would ensure fairness for all households in relation to the impact of bank holidays.

M8
BLACK AND BROWN BINS

Councillor E. Coburn

That this Council requests the Manager review the current collection sequence for Black & Brown Bins in order to maximise the collection options for households and minimise the type of non -recyclable waste accumulating (e.g. nappies).
M9
PUBLIC REALM


Councillor W. Lavelle

That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report to form the basis for discussion with the elected member on proposals to improve the management of the public realm in our county, including the need for improved and more regular litter-cleansing and grass-cutting services and the need to pursue greater coordination and innovative working arrangements between council departments and noting the provision of funding in the adopted budget for 2010 for ‘public realm transformation’.
M10
LEGAL COSTS


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager outline the legal costs of the Council in 2008 and 2009 in total and by department as requested by me at a pre-budget meeting.
M11
PARKS BYE-LAWS


Councillor R. Dowds

That South Dublin County Council enacts the Parks Bye-Laws so that the Gardai can enforce them.
M12
FREEFONE LITTER LINE


Councillor B. Lawlor

That this Council agrees to introduce a Freefone 1800 Litter Line Number to facilitate the public in contacting the Council to report illegal dumping. This new initiative is in response to the growing environmental issues, including increased dumping and fly-tipping, and will encourage and facilitate more residents to support this Councils efforts to resolve this menace, including providing additional support to the work of our litter wardens throughout South Dublin. Further the public launching of this project will give new hope to the residents of this county for a cleaner environment to the future.
M13
COVENANT OF MAYORS 


Councillor C. Keane

That this Council recommends that South Dublin county Council signs up to the The Covenant of Mayors which is a commitment by signatory towns and cities and counties to go beyond the objectives of EU energy policy in terms of reduction in CO2 emissions through enhanced energy efficiency and cleaner energy production and use.
M14
NRA

Councillor T. Gilligan

That this Council contacts the Department of Environment & Local Government and asks them how much money is granted to the NRA from the Government?  From the government through the National Development Plan? From the EU?  In general how much money do they get for free?  Is it a case that the NRA should be abolished and its functions brought back under the Department of Transport?
M15
CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION

Councillor E. Walsh

Go ndeánfaidh An Chomhairle a chinntiú seo go mbeidh Bailiúchán Chrainn Bairr Thobair ar leith i mbliana.

(That this Council will ensure that there will be a specific Christmas Tree Collection this year.)

M16
SUPPORTING SERVICES FOR YOUTH / CHILDREN

Councillor D. Keating

That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the range of supporting services this Council provides for our youth and children in the areas of sport, music, play, social, drama and the arts, indoor and in our parks. At a time of deep recession many families in this county appreciate these services, and would the Manager set out what services can be developed or extended for the benefit of the many young people and families of this county, and would the Manager also consider producing an A-Z of free facilities available for the families of this county, hard copy or electronically?
M17
DOG FRIENDLY AREAS


Councillor R. Dowds

This Council calls on the Manager to investigate whether New York has dog friendly areas in public parks; if so, how they operate, and whether we could use a similar system in our parks so as to avoid the problem of dog fouling.
M18
ROAD MARGINS AND OPEN SPACES


Councillor T. Ridge

That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces owned or maintained by this council where youths congregate for drinking and drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles) being discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children, my query is to ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.
M19
BIN COLLECTIONS

Councillor D. Looney

That this Council, in light of the severe inconvenience caused to many local residents due to the non-collection of bins on the August Bank Holiday and the increased health and safety risk caused by delays in collecting the newly-introduced brown bins, calls for the implementation of either (a) Bank Holiday Monday refuse collections or (b) the organisation of alternative collections for residents missing out on collections due to Bank Holidays, in advance of the October Bank Holiday.
M20
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE


Councillor W. Lavelle

That this Council supports the recommendations contained in ‘Reclaiming our Parks’, the report of the South Dublin Joint Policing Committee parks sub-group which was adopted by the September meeting of the JPC; and requests the Manager to present a detailed report on the progressing of implementation of these recommendations.
M21
REVENUE

Councillor E. Coburn

That the Manager outline as a result of the revenue deficit as projected in this years budget what departments and areas in departments will suffer cutbacks and can the Manager confirm if cutbacks will total €7m between now and end of Dec 2010?

Specifically can the Manager outline what Programmes will have all funding stopped and or partially withdrawn in Parks, Roads and Housing?

M22
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING


Councillor C. Brophy

That this council confirms that it will provide a Christmas tree recycle facility to all residents in South Dublin on the same basis as last year.

M23
BOHERBOY SCHEME


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager assure the members and residents with regard to the completion of the Boherboy scheme by Pierse Contractors, and in particular outstanding works at Orlagh Grove, Prospect Manor and the Green Route from Old Bawn to Scholarstown.
M24
UNIVERSAL SERVICES OBLIGATION 


Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council requests the Manager to write to An Taoiseach and to the Minister for Communications, and convey to them the Council's views on the postal services provided by An Post and the need to protect the Universal Services Obligation by legislation, as expressed in the following:

"South Dublin County Council calls on the Government to recognise the unique and vital role of the postal service in Ireland, as a means of communication, as a vital economic tool and as an intrinsic part of the fabric of the community. 

Our postal service has a social value and an economic value; these must be properly protected as the Government drafts legislation to open the postal market to full competition.  Postmen and women provide an important public service and also function as an integral part of the social fabric of their community, particularly for the elderly and the isolated citizens whose only human contact might be their post person. Furthermore An Post’s extensive delivery and collection network is an intrinsic part of the economic and business infrastructure of the country.  Reaching every corner of the country and by delivering to every front door An Post is an essential partner in business from a marketing, payment collection and business generation point of view.

As Ireland prepares to liberalise its postal market it is essential that the Government acknowledges this important public service, ensures that the Universal Service Obligation is protected by legislation and does not allow the opening of the market to lead to wide spread job losses, social dumping and an erosion in service levels as has happened in other countries who have already opened their postal market to competition."
SIGNED: ________________________


    Mayor

Date: ____________________________
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