COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Roads, Planning, Parks Development, Housing, Corporate Services and Libraries, Environment and Community held on 23rd November, 2010 at 3:00p.m
	PRESENT



	Cllr. C. Jones

	Cllr. D. Keating

	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. G. O’Connell

	Cllr. E. Tuffy


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Tuffy presided.  

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

	J. McLoughlin, W Purcell
	Senior Engineer

	P. Hogan, N. O’Byrne
	Senior Planner

	K. Swords
	Senior Executive Librarian

	H. Hogan, W. Sheils,   M. Maguire, J. Quinlivan
	Senior Executive Officers

	D. Fennell, M. Hannon
	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

	M. O’Connor
	Senior Executive Planner

	T. Curtin, T. Shanahan, M. Hunt
	Administrative Officers

	E. Colgan
	Senior Staff Officer

	A. McGee
	A/Staff Officer

	M. Heffernan
	Assistant Staff Officer Assigned


LC/1090/10   H-I (1) CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES


Item ID: 25433
The Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee dealing with Planning, Parks, Development and Roads Business held on 20th October, 2010, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Meeting held on 20th October, 2010, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
and

the Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee dealing with Environment, Community, Housing, Corporate and Libraries Services Business held on 26th October 2010, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Meeting held on 26th October, 2010, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
ROADS
LC/1091/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1to 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1092/10 LEFT TURN FROM COLDCUT ROAD ONTO KENNELSFORT ROAD










Item ID: 25746
Question (1):
Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager to make a statement on the possibility of barring private transport users from making a left turn from the Coldcut Road onto Kennelsfort Road?”
REPLY:

“The traffic using this junction includes trips connecting considerable local residential populations with essential amenities including shopping, education, leisure and employment. Restricting movements at this junction, such as the left turn onto Kennelsfort Road Upper, will significantly reduce the amenity value associated with residential areas affected. Such a restriction would have to show a large benefit to the wider community where the inconvenience is negligible and limited to those who wish to use this route and those living on the alternative route. There is little benefit in reducing rat running in one area in order to increase same in other areas. Each of the roads mentioned are local or regional distributor roads and such a ban would not be recommended.”
LC/1093/10 CYCLE LANE ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF WILLSBROOK ROAD  Item ID: 25747
Question (2):
Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager to comment on the lack of continuation of the cycle lane on the western side of Willsbrook Road outside Esker Wood which could be leading cyclists to make unsafe road crossings?”

REPLY:
“The completion of the cycle track at this location would be ideal, however this would involve the removal of the grass margin, street furniture and trees at this location. The council does not have the resources at this time.”
LC/1094/10 PEDESTRIAN LIGHTS AT LA BANCA RESTAURANT, LUCAN
Item ID: 25572
Question (3):
Councillor D. Keating
“To ask the Manager for an up-dated report on the planned date for installation for the new pedestrian lights at La Banca Restaurant in Lucan Village, and to thank the Manager for sourcing the funding for these much needed pedestrian lights?”
REPLY:
“It is intended that works will be completed before Christmas.”

LC/1095/10 REPAIR OF BALUSTRADING TO LUCAN BRIDGE

Item ID: 25732
Question (4):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager, further to my motion at the October meeting; for an update on my requests that the balustrading to Lucan bridge be repaired and repainted in accordance with recommendations of the National Tidy Towns 2010 adjudication report? “
REPLY:
“The Engineer has arranged to meet a contractor next week on site and will get a quotation from them.  Proposed work scope is to repaint the bollards (balustrade), replace the broken capping stone and power-hose the bridge deck. All works are subject to the availability of the necessary finance.”
LC/1096/10 SIGNALISED PEDEDSTRIAN CROSSING ON GRIFFEEN AVENUE
Item ID: 25734
Question (5):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to reconsider my previous request for installation of a signalised pedestrian crossing on Griffeen Avenue at Oldbridge Estate. The provision of a signalised pedestrian crossing at this location has been a long-held objective of the local community in Oldbridge, Rossberry, Tullyhall and Hayden’s Park Estates, from where many pedestrians, including hundreds of school children, have to cross the busy Griffeen Avenue to access Griffeen Valley Educate Together NS, the Griffeen Youth Centre, the local shops and bus-stops. The provision of a new signalised pedestrian crossing at this location could reliably be expected to increase the overall number of pedestrians crossing Griffeen Avenue and in particular to increase the numbers of children (and parents) walking to school; and therefore would the Manager agree that the fact that a traffic count warrant has not yet been reached should be disregarded as a reason not to install this importantly-strategic signalised pedestrian crossing?”
REPLY:
“The Council policy in relation to the provision of pedestrian traffic lights facilities relates to need to meet the traffic /pedestrian warrant and the availability of resources. The Council has difficulty in this economic climate in providing pedestrian facilities for those locations which actually meet this warrant and it would be unfair to provide such facilities where warrants are not met. It should be noted that the warrant arrangements are currently being examined with a view to reporting to the SPC next week.”

LC/1097/10 PUBLIC LIGHTING IN THE PALMERSTOWN AREA

Item ID: 25721
Question (6):
Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager to prepare a report on Public Lighting in the Palmerstown area and in particular as to why up to nine of the Lights on the N4 at Palmerstown are regularly out and why when a new pole was put erected in Waterstown Avenue the light (as in the former pole) was not replaced.”
REPLY:

“There is an intermittent cable fault on the N4 in the vicinity of the Oval.  This will be investigated further in the next week with a view to a permanent fix.  The ESB have been requested to provide a lantern on the new column which has been installed as part of the ESB pole renewals program at Waterstown Avenue.”
LC/1098/10 CUTTING OF GRASS ON THE N4 MEDIAN AT PALMERSTOWN










Item ID: 25722
Question (7):
Councillor G. O’Connell
“To thank the Manager for persevering until he got the necessary funding to cut the grass on the N4 median at Palmerstown and to compliment the staff on the good job they did on the week-end of the 6th Nov and the community hope that this standard will be maintained in the future.”
REPLY:
“The Road's Department received extra funding from the NRA in 2010 and it enabled the N4 grass cutting to take place. The grass cutting was carried out by the Park's Department and the Traffic Management was arranged by Roads.  Future maintenance will depend on the amount of funding received from the NRA in 2011.”
LC/1099/10 HEADED ITEM (2)





Item ID: 25450
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1100/10 HEADED ITEM (3)





Item ID: 25460
INITIATE A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC CONGESTION OF THE ROAD NETWORK IN LUCAN SOUTH OF N4
The following report was presented by Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer:
“This report has arisen from the Area Committee meeting in June 2010 wherein it was decided that further report would issue to the Area Committee in relation to traffic congestion in the South Lucan area. 

The Council does not have the resources to provide a detailed analysis of the traffic pattern as requested in the recent motion at this time. However, in an effort to address the issue and identify the scope of such analysis a comparison has been made as an example from extracts from the following 

(a)The traffic assessment of the EIS for the Outer Ring Road Scheme, (b) Traffic counts carried out as part of the Lucan Luas scheme in 2008 and(c) the current projected flows from the traffic movements carried out at a number of junctions in the area through analysis of current movements at a number of the junctions where the MOVA system operates are attached herewith. These will show the complexity of the information available and the incompatibility of conclusions that can be drawn from such information.

By way of explanation the following should be noted: 

(1) The MOVA system stands for Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation. Designed by TRL (Transport Research Laboratory) in the UK during the 1980s, it is now a very well established strategy for the control of traffic light signals at isolated junctions – i.e. junctions that are uncoordinated with any neighbouring signals. 

It is particularly useful at 

(a) Sites with high traffic flow, particularly where there are seasonal or intermittent traffic flow fluctuations. 

(b) Sites experiencing capacity difficulties under VA control with congestion on one or more approaches. 

(c) Where additional capacity is required it allows pedestrian facilities and safer staging structures to be introduced. 

(d) Where more than one junction is situated too close to be considered as isolated, there are ways in which two or more junctions can be linked by the use of MOVA control. 

 Although designed for isolated junctions, a number of linked schemes have also been installed by SDCC particularly in the South Lucan area. South Dublin County Council has over 20 sites on MOVA.

This traffic signal technology provides efficient control of the junctions ensuring the capacity of a junction or a set of junctions is maximised.

MOVA is designed to cater for the full range of traffic conditions, from very low flows through to a junction that is overloaded. For the major part of the range - before congestion occurs, MOVA operates in a delay minimising mode; if any approach becomes overloaded, the system switches to a capacity maximising procedure. MOVA is also able to operate at a wide range of junctions, from the very simple ‘shuttle-working’, to large, multi-phase multi-lane sites. 

The system also provides for optimum cycle times for vulnerable road users. 

(2) The ORR EIS is based on the DTO Saturn model, this is a forecasting and estimating tool that uses previous traffic flows and expected growth factors. It is useful for selecting the best road and other transport options to be provided in a scheme and provides an estimation of future traffic flows for the expected growth factors. As with any model it is the closest virtual version of reality that can be provided without actually providing the real scheme. 

The figures produced in the EIS are demand volumes estimated by the model and not the capacity that the constructed junctions will have. 

Since the completion of the scheme several other, but not all, transportation elements included in the model have been provided, N4 and M50 upgrades are complete, but not the Lucan Luas and Metro North or the Hazelhatch dart line. 

(3) Some traffic counts have been carried out since the ORR scheme was completed. Most notably junction surveys were carried out by the RPA as part of their Luas Line F (Lucan) evaluation. 

These included the junctions on the proposed route along the Outer Ring Road The number of vehicles arriving and leaving each arm of each junction, traffic flows between each junction and capacity of traffic provided by each junction have also been identified.

Limited data is also available from the signal controllers along the Outer Ring Road which has provided data on signal throughput. 

Care should be taken in the use of this data as it requires considerable expertise to carry out detailed analysis and involves more than simple statistical analysis and comparison with actual and theoretical flows. The delay in the delivery of public transport infrastructure gives rise to anomalies when comparing actual with theoretical traffic flows as the modelling assumptions made are not comprehensively represented in the current existing road network. For this reason it is not correct to compare actual traffic flows with those figures projected in the EIS reports.  

In an urban context the capacity of a road network is constrained and determined by the operational capacity of its junctions.  In assessing the operational performance of junctions a number of criteria have been established to evaluate performance.  These are identified as

· The maximum Ratio of Flow to Capacity (RFC) of any normal approach to a junction which should ideally not exceed 90% of its theoretical capacity. 

· Average maximum acceptable delay per vehicle at a junction should not exceed 2 minutes. 

The junctions in Lucan south area are under constant review with regard to traffic flows as these traffic lights are vehicle activated to provide maximum through of traffic in accordance with set criteria relating to road hierarchy and those mentioned above. 

The vehicle activated traffic lights system provided contribute greatly to the efficient movement of traffic and maximisation of capacity.   

It should be borne in mind, however, that it is not possible to cater for all traffic flows at each junction at all times.  Traffic congestion is a part of life and well never be removed fully, particularly when the school run continues to be the major contributor to peak traffic flows. 

Prior to ORR opening severe congestion was experienced especially in south Lucan this was instantaneously resolved with the opening of the ORR. The removal of this congestion eventually permitted previously suppressed trips to be undertaken as modelled. There was a brief window where the provision of the new road permitted a very high level of service prior to the establishment of normal traffic flows and acceptable congestion. This was interfered with during the construction of the M50 upgrade and the N4 upgrade and it will take time to settle down. Traffic counters are only now being reinstated on the major routes and these will not be fully operable in 2010. 

“Acceptable congestion” is the level of congestion that drivers will tolerate and still choose to drive a busy route. This congestion can be very high where alternatives such as public transport are difficult to access. In this case bus corridors have been provided to encourage the switch to public transport as far as possible on the ORR and N4 route. In the absence of additional public transport initiatives being provided or delayed due financial constraints these junctions have a finite capacity and cannot cater for all traffic flows.   

The completion of the Lucan Bypass scheme has altered the flow of traffic in the Lucan area. e.g. in the evening, traffic no longer avoids the queues at the old Newcastle / N4 junction and traffic now leaving the City arrives in Lucan earlier in the evening and the peak hour has been shortened . Similar changes have occurred to traffic heading in other directions.  

The Traffic section continues to monitor all of the signalised junctions on the Outer Ring Road and the Newcastle road and Fonthill road in order to recalibrate and validate the signal configurations as necessary. 

Example; For instance in the case of the Outer Ring Road EIS several options were modelled, the option 1(f) is the approved scheme. The figures are shown below for each section of road along and joining the Outer Ring Road. In 2008 the RPA carried out full junction counts and these are shown next to the relevant EIS figure. (The figures are extracted from section 5.8 of the Outer Ring Road EIS page 76. and RPA traffic counts with this report).

TABLE 1

	Description
	Link
	Direction
	EIS approved scheme
	RPA 2008 count

	9 ORR – South of Balgaddy RB 
	9
	NB
	500
	 

	10 ORR (Balgaddy – Pennyhill)
	10
	NB
	130
	391

	10 ORR (Balgaddy – Pennyhill)
	10
	SB
	490
	704

	11 ORR (Pennyhill – Ballyowen) 
	11
	NB
	890
	912

	11 ORR (Pennyhill – Ballyowen) 
	11
	SB
	270
	698

	12 ORR – South of N4
	12
	NB
	870
	931

	12 ORR – South of N4
	12
	SB
	650
	889

	24 Griffeen Avenue West of ORR 
	24
	WB
	460
	 

	24 Griffeen Avenue West of ORR 
	24
	EB
	710
	 

	25 Griffeen Avenue East of ORR
	25
	EB
	910
	 

	25 Griffeen Avenue East of ORR
	25
	WB
	300
	 

	26 Castle Road West of ORR
	26
	WB
	140
	147

	26 Castle Road West of ORR
	26
	EB
	500
	321

	27 Castle Road East of ORR
	27
	EB
	60
	338

	27 Castle Road East of ORR
	27
	WB
	690
	308

	28 Esker Lane
	28
	WB
	220
	529

	28 Esker Lane
	28
	EB
	690
	335

	29 Ballyowen Road
	29
	EB
	1100
	236

	29 Ballyowen Road
	29
	WB
	220
	554


It should be noted that the figures are distorted as the M50 works and the N4 works have been undertaken during the 2005 to 2009 period and care should be taken when analysis of these most recent flows have been taken. 

For better understanding of junction performance the EIS figures are collated on a junction by junction basis. This allows comparison between the EIS model, RPA counts and data recovered from the traffic signal controllers

TABLE 2

	AM Peak  hour junction comparison 

	Outer Ring Road junctions
	EIS - 2019
	RPA -2008
	MOVA - 2010
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ballyowen/ Willsbrook Junction
	2450
	2690
	2444
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Castle Road junction
	1590
	1718
	2099
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Griffeen Road junction
	2000
	-
	2352
	 


In table 2 it can bee seen that the Willsbrook junction has a similar capacity to that suggested in the Outer Ring Road EIS, but that during 2008 it was substantially higher, perhaps due to nearby major road works. Conversely the Castle road junction has substantially less possibly due to avoidance of this route and congestion noticed at the Ballyowen Willsbrook Junction. This has now reversed benefiting local movements. 

In contrast Table 1 indicates a divergence of estimated and recorded traffic flows (all be it during the N4 upgrade) in any case the signal system redistributes the capacity to accommodate the realised traffic demand. Photos of the junctions operating during the morning are shown below. Please note the time stamp on the upper right corner. From the photos it can be observed that the signals clear queues on each cycle of the signals. Additional photos are available.

Extract of traffic signal controller log files
Traffic signal controller or MOVA data files. In each case the vehicle detectors data file was interrogated for the number of detections. It should be noted that the detectors are designed for signal operation and not necessarily counting of vehicles although in effect this is what they do. TOTX is the total vehicles entering the junction form all approaches. The data is selected for 9:00am as that is the hour modelled for the EIS. Full spreadsheet and data files are available with this report.”
Ballyowen/ Willsbrook Junction 

Table 3

	day
	Hour
	time
	TOTX

	28-Sep
	09:00
	28/09/2010 09:00
	2510

	29-Sep
	09:00
	29/09/2010 09:00
	2456

	30-Sep
	09:00
	30/09/2010 09:00
	2424

	01-Oct
	09:00
	01/10/2010 09:00
	2401

	02-Oct
	09:00
	02/10/2010 09:00
	857

	03-Oct
	09:00
	03/10/2010 09:00
	464

	04-Oct
	09:00
	04/10/2010 09:00
	2443

	05-Oct
	09:00
	05/10/2010 09:00
	2393

	06-Oct
	09:00
	06/10/2010 09:00
	2397

	07-Oct
	09:00
	07/10/2010 09:00
	2500

	08-Oct
	09:00
	08/10/2010 09:00
	2473

	 
	 
	Week day average
	2444


Castle Road junction

Table 4

	day
	Hour
	time
	TOTX

	27-Sep
	09:00
	27/09/2010 09:00
	2057

	28-Sep
	09:00
	28/09/2010 09:00
	2144

	29-Sep
	09:00
	29/09/2010 09:00
	2092

	30-Sep
	09:00
	30/09/2010 09:00
	2207

	01-Oct
	09:00
	01/10/2010 09:00
	2087

	02-Oct
	09:00
	02/10/2010 09:00
	629

	03-Oct
	09:00
	03/10/2010 09:00
	292

	04-Oct
	09:00
	04/10/2010 09:00
	2075

	05-Oct
	09:00
	05/10/2010 09:00
	2146

	06-Oct
	09:00
	06/10/2010 09:00
	1982

	 
	 
	Week day average
	2099


Griffeen Road junction

Table 5

	day
	Hour
	time
	TOTX

	28-Sep
	09:00
	28/09/2010 09:00
	2358

	29-Sep
	09:00
	29/09/2010 09:00
	2332

	30-Sep
	09:00
	30/09/2010 09:00
	2354

	01-Oct
	09:00
	01/10/2010 09:00
	2336

	02-Oct
	09:00
	02/10/2010 09:00
	609

	03-Oct
	09:00
	03/10/2010 09:00
	314

	04-Oct
	09:00
	04/10/2010 09:00
	2363

	05-Oct
	09:00
	05/10/2010 09:00
	2401

	06-Oct
	09:00
	06/10/2010 09:00
	2319

	 
	 
	Week day average
	2352


Bottom of Form

PHOTOGRAPHS
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to RE-ENTER this headed-item on next month’s agenda.
LC/1101/10 HEADED ITEM (4)





Item ID: 25452
PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
The following report was presented by Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer:
Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Hayden’s Lane Access Road, Lucan 

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday 15th November – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

SCHEDULE FOR: Haydens Lane Access Road

           LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan
	                   TOWNLAND:   Adamstown 
	
	       B.C. NO: 1369
	

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:   Lucan
	
	    DATE: August 2010
	


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Hayden’s Lane Access Road
	L5149
	475m
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with 12th Lock Road (R120), eastward to its junction with access of Haydens Lane Pedestrian Footbridge and then southward for 40m. 


Total Length of Road for TIC: 475m
MAP 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare Hayden’s Lane Access Road, as set out in the above Report to be a public road”. 
LC/1102/10 HEADED ITEM (5)





Item ID: 25673
The following report was presented by Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer:
“NEW HGV SCHOOL TIME RESTRICTION ON NEWCASTLE ROAD

In accordance with the wishes of the members at the Last Area Committee the Council is pursuing the implementation of the Schooltime HGV ban on the Newcastle Road in the vicinity of St Thomas's and St Anne's National School and Lucan Community College. It should be pointed out that a viable alternative route cannot be identified without diverting this traffic through residential areas and roads with other schools. The enforcement of the ban is another matter to be considered as it is doubtful if the Garda Authorities would have the necessary resources to police such a ban at the times required particularly as the ban would be negated for deliveries to the shopping centre. 

This is one of the primary arteries for access to the N4 from the South of the County and is vital for the continued prosperity of the County and the Council's revenue resource. The Council will work with local businesses to try to limit the amount of heavy vehicles traversing the route at these times. 

It should be noted that there has been a considerable amount of pedestrian facilities, including traffic lights, pedestrian lights and footpaths put in place over the last year to improve safety at this location for all including school going children. In addition the Council have had discussions with local school management with a view to identifying measures to further improve safety and the opening of additional pedestrian entrances and to try and limit the amount of vehicular activity at the critical times on the Newcastle road.  

Please see the attached map which indicates the number of schools and other heavy goods vehicle bans already in place.   

It should also be noted that there has been a considerable input by the Garda authorities of late with regard to rat running through the shopping centre and better enforcement of the bus lane at this location”.
MAP
Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating, C. Jones, W. Lavelle and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that the Garda Commissioner would be contacted to seek his agreement to the HGV school time restriction.

LC/1103/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25540
COR (1)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25757
LC/1104/10 MOT (1)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

LC/1105/10 MOT (2) TRAFFIC CHAOS AT ESKER MEADOW ESTATE
Item ID: 25507
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on specific plans to resolve the chronic traffic chaos at the entrance to Esker Meadow Estate towards the entrance to Scoil Naomh Padraig and Colaiste Cois Life, particularly at school times? For many years I have made repeated representations to have this matter resolved, including representations to the Gardaí for a school-time presence in the interest of safety and a freer movement of traffic. To ask the Manager to report on proposals for the introduction of road markings that would restrict parking to one side of this road only, and that would allow better flows of traffic in both ways.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:  
“This matter was discussed at the TMM on the 18th and it was agreed that it was necessary to obtain agreement from the local residents with regard to the imposition of any parking restrictions at this location before any work was to proceed in relation to additional road markings. The main problem with regard to traffic congestion relates to parents leaving and picking up their children at the schools in what is effectively a Cul De Sac.  Further discussion is required with the school authorities and parents representatives in this regard. The traffic division remains of the view the best solution is the completion of the road link to Esker road which would provide a circulatory carriageway allowing traffic to flow. This is also the view of the Department of Education. This link has, however, been removed from the current development plan.”
LC/1106/10 MOT (3) ENCOURAGING CYCLING TO SCHOOL
Item ID: 25750
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the manager will explore initiating a scheme and supporting schools in the Lucan area to encourage cycling to school. As part of the initiative that a pilot school would be chosen to determine the effectiveness in providing: a) road safety education to cyclists b) education on the health benefits of cycling and c) practical facilities such as bike racks.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“An Taisce have been running the Green Schools initiative in schools for some time. A key part of the initiative is travel which includes the support and encouragement of cycling and walking. Included is education on road safety and cycle training. There are a number of schools in Lucan that have a green flag including St. Brigid's N.S Palmerston, Gaelscoil Naomh Padraig, St. Thomas J.N.S., St. Mary's B.N.S, Scoil Mhuire N.S., and Griffeen Valley Educate Together N.S.  It is felt therefore that this is the most effective way to encourage and promote cycling in schools in the Lucan area.”

The report was NOTED and Councillor C. Jones requested that this motion be RE-ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with ROADS Business.

PLANNING
LC/1107/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 8 to 12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1108/10 ROTATION OF LIFFEY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS BETWEEN LOCAL AUTHORITIES







Item ID: 25281
Question (8):

Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager to seek that a meeting of the Liffey Advisory Committee be held in Clondalkin Offices and that these meetings be rotated between the local authorities that have membership of the committees?”
REPLY:
“The last meeting of the Liffey S.A.A.O. Management Advisory Committee took place on Wednesday 31st March.  It was hosted by Fingal County Council.  It is anticipated that South Dublin County Council will host the next meeting, probably in the Clondalkin offices.  At this stage no date has been set for the next meeting.  South Dublin County Council will liaise with Fingal County Council to schedule a date for the next meeting.”
LC/1109/10 COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR ADAMSTOWN


Item ID: 25748
Question (9):

Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager to give the most up to date situation with regard to a community centre facility for Adamstown?”

REPLY:

“Castlethorn Construction confirmed in August 2010 that they remain committed to the delivery of the Adamstown Community Centre. It remains the intention of Castlethorn Construction to proceed with the project as soon as the funding environment permits, however there has been no development in terms of progress to date. In the meantime, space in the existing school buildings is available for use by the Adamstown community.”

LC/1110/10 PROVISION OF SPORTS PITCHES IN ADAMSTOWN

Item ID: 25749
QUESTION (10):
Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager to give details of the progress of providing sports pitches for various users in Adamstown?”
REPLY:

“The Developer consortium 'Chartridge Ltd.' confirmed in September 2010 that the playing pitches that have been provided adjoining the park and ride car park are complete and in use and are available to clubs and societies through the schools. At present the Developer is reviewing formalising the licensing whereby primary control of the pitches will be held by the schools.”
LC/1111/10 TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF GRIFFEEN GLEN COURTYARD & BOULEVARD 









Item ID: 25731
QUESTION (11):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to update on efforts to progress the taking-in-charge of Griffeen Glen Courtyard and Boulevard and in particular to advise on:

· What agreement has been reached on the taking-in-charge of open spaces; 

· Efforts to repair the leaking manhole at Griffeen Glen Courtyard; 

· Any other identified defects yet to be addressed; 

· When the taking-in-charge is likely to be brought before the elected members for final consideration?”

REPLY:
“In respect of the open space, the Council has been in dialogue with the developer, Newlyn Developments Ltd, about the taking in charge of the open space and in order for this to proceed official maps and documentation from the developer’s solicitor has been sought.

In respect of Griffeen Glen Boulevard, the developer has submitted as constructed drawings. A list of minor works mainly relating to footpaths, has been issued to the developer in order to complete same. Drainage is satisfactorily completed however there is a minor leak at a hydrant that needs to be attended to.

SDCC is currently reviewing all CCTV of underground drainage networks as part of the taking in charge process. It would be inappropriate to estimate the cost of repairs, if any, at this stage. When known it is likely that a claim on the bond for any defects will be taken.

An initial claim on the bond for the development in relation to identified defects (which includes the leaking hydrant) is being prepared and the Council is also meeting the institution which issued the bond for the development next week and hopes that following this it may have more clarity over plans to complete defects and in turn a possible target taking in charge date.”
LC/1112/10 TIE IN WORKS ON NORTHERN SIDE OF HAYDEN’S LANE OVERBRIDGE









Item ID: 25707
QUESTION (12):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if there has been any progress in securing a Contractor to carry out the "tie in" works on the northern side of the Hayden's Lane overbridge? (See Question 29, Lucan-Clondalkin 20th October 2010 ACM)?”

REPLY:

“Irish Rail has approved funding for the completion of the of the tie in on the northern side of the Haydens Lane overbridge.  A quote has been accepted and a pre-contract meeting has been held between the approved Contractor and SDCC.  It is envisaged that works will begin on site before the end of November and will be complete before Christmas.”
LC/1113/10 HEADED ITEM (6)





Item ID: 25449
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1114/10 HEADED ITEM (7)





Item ID: 25451
PLANNING FILES






The following reports were presented by Ms. M. O’Connor, Senior Executive Planner:
A) Large applications under consideration 
The following report was presented by Ms. P. Devlin, Senior Executive Planner:

	SD10A/0295
	Reg. Date:

01-Oct-2010
Applicant’s Name:

Minister for Education
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

St. Edmunsbury, Lucan Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin.
Proposed Development:

Primary School (16 to 18 classrooms) of approximately 2400 sq. m. ranging in height from one to two storey principally and part three to four storey with associated, ball courts, play areas, car parking, new vehicular and pedestrian access points from Lucan Road and ancillary works.
Decision Due on or before:

24-Nov-2010



The report was NOTED.
B)
Files Requested by Members
SD09A/0161

File Requested By:

Councillor W. Lavelle

Applicant:


Barkhill Ltd.

Location:


Liffey Valley Shopping Centre, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

Development:
Permission for the duration of 10 years for mixed use retail, commercial and civic/community developments adjacent to the existing built area of Liffey Valley Shopping Centre. The proposed development, described as Liffey Valley Town Centre Phase 2, comprises 2 primary elements:  a retail extension (60745sq.m. gross floor area) and a new Civic Quarter (7792sq.m. gross floor area) with a total combined gross floor area of 68537sq.m.  The area within the site boundaries is 18.08 hectares. The retail extension includes retail outlets (c. 38302sq.m.), food and beverage outlets (c.3796sq.m.), non-retail service outlets (c.3026sq.m.) with associated service, storage, management, toilet and circulation accommodation, provided in 8 primary buildings, arranged alongside 1 covered street and 1 open street  extending southeastwards from the existing shopping centre. The retail extension buildings are generally 3 storey retail scale in height arranged to address streets and plazas including a covered street with a glazed roof (20.8m maximum over ground level) having glass louvered openable vents along each side, an open street and a retail plaza linking both streets on the south side.    The Civic Building is 4 storeys (19.95m) high over basement level and accommodates a public library, community facilities, commercial offices (1265sq.m.) and centre management suites, food and beverage outlets, enterprise units, citizen support services and public service unit, with associated circulation, storage and toilet facilities, in a building located northwest of the existing buildings of the Liffey Valley Shopping Centre and displacing existing surface carparking.     The proposed development includes underground car parking under the Civic Building, additional car parking spaces at surface level and a multi-storey carpark (16.15m high) on 5 levels located east of the retail extension area.     The primary development proposals are located on lands encompassed within the Liffey Valley Ring Road defined by Bothair an Life and Ascail an Life.  Road and junction improvements and pedestrian crossings are proposed along Bothair an Life extending from its junction with Fonthill Road to its junction with Coldcut Road; at the junction of Coldcut Road with Fonthill Road; at the N4/Fonthill Road off-ramp, where lane improvements are proposed; and south of the pedestrian over bridge on Ascail an Life. The development also includes the re-alignment of the south eastern section of Ascail an Life.     Approximately, 1,530sq.m. of the existing buildings are to be demolished to facilitate redevelopment. Access to service yards is from existing private roads within the Liffey Valley Centre. The proposal includes all associated service yards, plant and equipment, including combined heat and power (CHP) plant, electricity substations, street lighting, public transport hub, landscaping and boundary treatments.    This application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) The planning application and EIS may be inspected or purchased, at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy. The co-applicants for this application are Quarryvale Two Ltd., Quarryvale Three Ltd., Grosvenor Quarryvale Ltd. and Anna Livia Properties Ltd.
Comments:
Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell noted An Bord Pleanala’s decision to refuse planning permission.
SD09A/0162

File Requested By:
Councillor W. Lavelle

Applicant:
Barkhill Limited

Location:
Liffey Valley Shopping Centre, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

Development:
2/3 storey height retail development (18.7m over ground level) on this site of 3.22 hectares. The proposed development has a total gross floor area of c.11,787sq.m. and will consist of the construction of:   (a) a retail structure with a retail anchor unit of c. 9767sq.m. gross floor area (3500sq.m. convenience net sales area and c.2998sq.m. comparison net sales area) including alcohol sales area, ancillary administration offices, staff facilities, bulk store and cage marshalling area at first floor level;  (b) a cafe on the first floor;  (c) circulation space to include an atrium at ground and first floor levels;  (d) signage;  (e) service yard at first floor level;  (f) 654 no. car parking spaces to be provided at grade, part under first floor retail;  (g) the re-alignment of the existing Ascail an Life Road; (h) ESB substation and all ancillary plant, landscaping, site works and services all on a site of 3.22ha to the southeast of Liffey Valley Shopping Centre. This application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) which may be inspected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy.

Significant Additional Information:  amendments to the design, layout and position on site of the proposed retail structure including:  (i) alterations to the western site boundary to incorporate a portion of the north-south pedestrian boulevard within the site;  (ii)  provision of an additional 722sq.m. of ground floor space for future retail/service units along the western facade;  (iii)  1 no. ground floor retail unit of 123sq.m. gross at the northwestern corner;   (iv)  additional entrance points on the northern facade;   (v)  alterations to the design of the northwest corner at first floor level and addition of a southwest corner feature;   (vi)  alterations to facade materials throughout;   (vii)  revised signage proposals;   (viii)  alterations to the service yard and access ramp and associated landscaping.
Comments:
Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell noted An Bord Pleanala’s decision to refuse planning permission.
SD10A/0331

File Requested By:

Councillor W. Lavelle

Applicant:


B. Creavin

Location:


Lucan Newlands Road, Dublin 22

Development:
A lawn cemetery comprising 3,461 no. plots;  a single storey management building (93sq.m.);  a toilet building (23sq.m.);  a storage building (68sq.m.);  columbarium wall (2m in height);  40 no. car parking spaces (includes 3 no. disabled parking spaces);  1 no. new vehicular entrance off Lucan Newlands Road and vehicular pathways, realignment and partial culverting of underground drainage pipe to enhance the existing watercourse;  provision of a water feature and contemplative area;  landscaping works including boundary treatment;  all other necessary site development, excavation works and associated development on site south of new Esker burial grounds close to Cherbury Park and abutting the N4 Lucan By-Pass and Vesey Park, Lucan.
Comments:
Councillor W. Lavelle noted the application.
SD10A/0325

File Requested By:
Councillor W. Lavelle

Applicant:
Gael Scoil Eiscir Riada

Location:
Griffeen Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin

Comment:
Councillors W Lavelle, D. Keating, G. O’Connell, C. Jones and E. Tuffy supported this application.  
It was AGREED to take Motion 10 in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy in conjunction with the 

Files Requested:-

MOT (10) APPEALS AGAINST THE LIFFEY VALLEY SAAO
Item ID: 25739
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager prepare a report on the recent decision by An Bord Pleanala, in the context of appeals against aspects the Councils Grant of Permission for the further development of the Liffey Valley lands, to reject the Council's Grant of Permission, and to advise if he considers that An Bord's decision has implications for the Council's approach to future Planning Applications for the lands covered by the Liffey Valley Town Centre LAP.?

The meeting concluded at 5:20 pm.”
 The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The two planning applications for large retail and mixed use developments in Liffey Valley town centre, SD09A/0161 and SD09A/0162, which were granted permission by South Dublin County Council on 4th of January 2010 were refused permission by An Bord Pleanála on 2 November 2010.

A Third Party appeal by Ster Century Limited (care of Declan Brassil) and a First Party appeal by Barkhill Limited and others (care of Simon Clear) were made against the decision by South Dublin County Council (SD09A/0161) to grant a ten year permission for a mixed retail, commercial and civic/community development with associated car parking and public transport hub at Liffey Valley Shopping Centre. Permission was refused by An Bord Pleanála Ref. PL 06S.235942 for the following reason:

The site is located within the area of the Liffey Valley Town Centre Local Area Plan (LAP), a key objective of which is to facilitate the development of Liffey Valley as a vibrant Town Centre. Key land uses envisaged for the area are civic, retail and residential uses. The Local Area Plan sets out a detailed policy in relation to the Civic Core with respect to the design and layout of this area. It is considered that the design of the Civic Core area in general, and the provision of a surface car park in particular, is inappropriate given that this area is a key entrance point for the planned new Town Centre. The proposal fails to provide a strong landmark feature in this location, does not facilitate adequate street/ground level activity along key frontages, and does not provide adequate enclosure/definition at the northern side of the proposed Civic Plaza.

The proposed development, therefore, fails to accord with the provisions of the Liffey Valley Town Centre Local Area Plan and would be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

 Following a Third Party appeal by RGDATA and a First Party appeal by Barkhill Limited (care of Simon Clear) against the decision made by South Dublin County Council SD09A/0162 to grant permission for construction of a two/three storey height retail (hypermarket) development to the south east of Liffey Valley Shopping Centre, An Bord Pleanála refused planning permission (PL 06S.235940) for the following two reasons:

1. Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed large scale convenience and comparison supermarket, when taken in conjunction with existing retail facilities in the area in terms of size, location, quality and convenience, it is considered that the proposed development would be a serious counter attraction to other established retail shopping areas in Lucan, Clondalkin and the statutory Strategic Development Zones of both Adamstown and Clonburris where planning schemes have been approved. The proposed development would, therefore, have a significant adverse impact on the distribution and pattern of existing and planned retail shopping in the area, would be prejudicial to the development objectives of the Strategic Development Zones and would be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

2. Having regard to the scale of development proposed, the Board is not satisfied that adequate information has been presented to enable satisfactory conclusions to be drawn in relation to the traffic impact of the proposed development, particularly having regard to its reliance on the delivery of Metro West and LUAS Line F (Lucan). It is considered that the traffic generated by the development of the scale proposed would interfere with the national and local road network in the area and would, therefore, tend to create serious traffic congestion and be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

 In deciding not to accept the Planning Inspector’s recommendation to grant permission, the Board noted the Inspector’s comment that there is a strong argument to prioritise retail expansion in the areas of key expanding population of Adamstown and Clonburris, but did not accept the Inspector’s conclusion that sufficient capacity exists without unacceptable adverse impacts on existing and planned retail centres.

Clearly these two Bord Pleanala decisions will have implications in the assessment of future planning applications in the Liffey Valley Town Centre LAP lands. The Planning Authority will need to be satisfied that the issues raised in the Board's decisions can be addressed in any future application(s).”
Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, W. Lavelle, and G. O’Connell, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/1116/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25439
COR (2)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25462
LC/1117/10 MOT (4) TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF ROSSBERRY AND GRIFFEEN GLEN BOULEVARD ESTATE








It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report on the Taking-in-Charge of Rossberry and Griffeen Glen Boulevard Estates, Lucan, the report to cover the taking-in-charge of Open Spaces as well as Roads and Services, and that the Manager would make a statement on the length of time taken by the Council to take housing developments in charge, and if, in the context of the extreme reduction in the amount housing construction in the area, residents can expect a significant decrease in the time taken to take completed developments in charge. “
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“In respect of the Rossberry development, the development was constructed by two developers, Kingscroft and Hollioake.

For the part developed by Hollioake, in respect of surface building control items the remaining items are mainly at Rossberry Avenue relating to repairs to footpaths and an isolated case of ponding. The developer is undertaking to engage a contractor in this matter and also for completion works to road surfaces at Tullyhall.

The more significant issue is the absence of CCTV footage of drains from the developer which is preventing the Council from surveying the adequacy of drainage in the development. The Council has requested this CCTV and is withholding the security of the developer pending its receipt.

In respect of the part developed by Kingscroft, the developer was required to provide a schedule by the end of September in respect of drainage. The developer has since carried out a full survey to identify misconnections and Environmental Services are testing water samples and hope to know if the water complies with required standards by the end of the month. If the tests indicate that the issue is not resolved the Council will proceed to carry out a survey and cover those costs from the developers security. To date the developer has paid for the Councils sampling costs in this matter.  

There is only one remaining surface issue in the Rossberry Park area. 

Therefore overall in Rossberry while surface issues are being addressed there is necessary analysis needed on drainage issues and the Council is obliged not to take in charge services that are not completed satisfactorily and therefore must insist on a high standard of completion.

The open spaces in Rossberry Estate are in the charge of the Council.  In the area off Griffeen Avenue outstanding works requested have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Parks and Landscape Services Department. The only remaining impediment to taking in charge of this area is the submission of documentation by the developer.  The developer is now arranging for this matter to be brought to a conclusion shortly.

In respect of Griffeen Glen Boulevard, the developer, Newlyn Developments Ltd has submitted as constructed drawings. A list of minor works mainly relating to footpaths, has been issued to the developer in order to complete same. Drainage is satisfactorily completed however there is a minor leak at a hydrant that needs to be attended to.

SDCC is currently reviewing all CCTV of underground drainage networks as part of the Taking in charge process. It would be inappropriate to estimate the cost of repairs, if any, at this stage. An initial claim on the bond for the development in relation to identified defects is being prepared.

In respect of the open space, the Council has been in dialogue with the developer about the taking in charge of the open space and in order for this to proceed official maps and documentation from the developer’s solicitor has been sought.

Traditionally taking in charge of services within developments progress best when construction activity is high. Developers were previously building and selling residential units and were more actively involved in work on sites within the County and in completing developments.

In the current climate, for the last two years, most of the developments where services have been taken in charge have reached this point through initiatives of the Council, involving claims on security, enforcement action and increased inspections, particularly of underground services. This action was not necessary during increased construction activity. As many developers are not currently active on site the Council increasingly is met with resistance to its demands to require works to be carried out to complete services to an acceptable standard. 

Accordingly, reduced construction activity effectively increases the reaction time from developers to complete outstanding items forcing the Council to use the available means at its disposal to progress the matter.”
LC/1118/10 MOT (5) PRESERVATION OF LIFFEY VALLEY LANDS
Item ID: 25463
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Council would agree, given the commitment made by South Dublin County Council to have the Liffey Valley lands, including at St. Edmundsbury, Woodville and Fonthill, preserved against housing development following the passing of my Motions, including at the June 2008 Planning Department Meeting: "That this Committee requests the Manager to write to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government requesting the Minister to make a Ministerial Order, under Section 202 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, to make further Special Amenity Area Order(s) to preserve the Liffey Valley Lands in South Dublin, including at St. Edmundsbury and Woodville.  Particularly in view of the unanimous decision of South Dublin County Council expressed in my Motion passed in South Dublin County Council on 10th March 2008, including “it is wholly undesirable that any future housing developments take place in the Liffey Valley, including at St. Edmundsbury and Woodville, that would undoubtedly further damage the Liffey Valley Park as did, for example, the earlier housing developments at Laraghcon”, in the interest of the preservation of these lands, and given subsequent Motions passed that prompted further correspondence between the Council and the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, to initiate the process of extending the Special Amenity Area Order given the obvious reluctance by the Minister to exercise his powers in extending the Special Amenity Area Order(s), especially given the pre-general election promise by the Green Party in 2007 to extend the SAAO to these lands, and particularly given the Minister's silence on this matter in advance of the review of the County Development Plan - the time-scale that I had identified in my Motion to this Council on 9th June 2008.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
In September 2008 the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requested that an evaluation be carried out of the lands between Palmerstown and Lucan Bridge, between the existing area of Special Amenity and N4/Old Lucan Road/Old Hill Road, to assess the suitability of some or all of these lands being designated a new area of special amenity, having regard to the provisions of Section 202 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.  

In March 2009, an Evaluation Report was submitted by the Manager to the Department of the Environment, as requested.  A response has yet to be received.

It is apparent  that Section 202 of the 2000 Act makes provision for an extension to an SAAO only where an order for an SAAO was previously made under Section 202 of the 2000 Act.  It therefore appears that procedurally, it would be necessary to proposed a new SAAO, either in addition to or in lieu of that already existing.

A response from the Minister to the Manager's submission of March 2009 was formally requested further to this matter being raised at the September 2010 Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee meeting.  

To progress the matter, it is now proposed to arrange an informal briefing for local elected members on the issues involved in initiating Section 202 of the Planning and Development Act, within the coming weeks.”
It was AGREED to take Motion 9 in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle in conjunction with the above Motion
MOT (9) LIFFEY VALLEY SPECIAL AMENITY AREA ORDER
Item ID: 25464
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Area Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council initiate the statutory processes required to exercise its powers under Sections 202 and 203 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to extend the area subject to the Liffey Valley Special Amenity Area Order to include all lands zoned ‘I’ in the new Draft South Dublin County Development Plan.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“In September 2008 the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requested that an evaluation be carried out of the lands between Palmerstown and Lucan Bridge, between the existing area of Special Amenity and N4/Old Lucan Road/Old Hill Road, to assess the suitability of some or all of these lands being designated a new area of special amenity, having regard to the provisions of Section 202 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.  

In March 2009, an Evaluation Report was submitted by the Manager to the Department of the Environment, as requested.  A response has yet to be received.

It is apparent that Section 202 of the 2000 Act makes provision for an extension to an SAAO only where an order for an SAAO was previously made under Section 202 of the 2000 Act.  It therefore appears that procedurally, it would be necessary to propose a new SAAO, either in addition to or in lieu of that already existing.  In addition, the motion refers to the new 'I' zone, which includes significant new lands in addition to those considered in the March 2009 Report to the Department.  It is therefore necessary to further evaluate these lands in the context of required characteristics for SAAO designation.

A response from the Minister to the Manager's submission of March 2009 was formally requested further to this matter being raised at the September 2010 Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee meeting.  

To progress the matter, it is now proposed to arrange an informal briefing for local elected members on the issues involved in initiating Section 202 of the Planning and Development Act, within the coming weeks.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating, W. Lavelle, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised, it was AGREED that a briefing would be held in December.
LC/1119/10 MOT (6) PROVISION OF AN ENTERPRISE CENTRE, CLONDALKIN Item ID: 25468
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to initiate a feasibility study into the provision of an Enterprise Centre and ‘jobs hub’ in the Lucan and Adamstown area to include physical space such as 'hot-desks' and 'incubator units' for use by local entrepreneurs and business start-ups as well as providing a base for Local Employment Services and for training programmes run by CPLN Area Partnership and other bodies. In conducting this feasibility study the Committee further requests the Manager to liaise with CPLN Area Partnership, the County Enterprise Board, Enterprise Ireland, the developers of Adamstown SDZ and other potential stakeholders and to research all funding opportunities and existing premises in Lucan and Adamstown available to let and to report back to a future meeting of this Committee with a report under a headed item.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The provision of an enterprise centre is part of the required infrastructure in the Adamstown phasing arrangements and the nature of same has been the subject of ongoing discussions with the developers. The Council works closely with the service providers mentioned in the Motion in the existing enterprise centres in the County and other related facilities. Set out below is a comprehensive update on the Innovation Network (formerly IEZ) which is about to be launched on a Regional basis.

1.       Introduction.

The Intellectual  Enterprise Zone (IEZ) was initially developed as new approach to addressing the needs of high skilled/professionals through co-ordination in the delivery of policies, services and training to these individuals with the view of facilitating their return to employment or enterprises.  The concept was and is the introduction of participants to new and creative ways of re-engineering their approach to “work” and to develop new strategies from this approach supported by their contacts with the other participants and the partner agencies. In order to truly reflect this concept the project was renamed the Innovation rather than Intellectual Enterprise Zone in June 2010.

 The IEZ was initially launched and piloted in South Dublin County and will now be relaunched at regional level to provide a viable scale of geographic coverage and capacity of high skilled unemployed/underemployed.

 Set out below is :

(a)     Outline progress on the initiative in South Dublin County.

(b)     Introduce the Regional proposals.

(c)     Conclude with the overall forward vision for the project.

 2.       Progress in South Dublin County.

(a)     Contact with participants : With the assistance of the Dept of Social Welfare written contact has been made with almost 3,000 individuals over a 12 month period, inviting them to sign on the IEZ website. More direct marketing options will require examination and implementation.

 (b)     Establishment of steering group: The steering committee guiding the initiative was established in late 2009 and meets in County Hall on a monthly basis and includes representatives from the Dept of Social Welfare, CEB, FAS, ACE, Tallaght IT the Partnerships etc. The meetings are convened by the IEZ co-ordinator. The Ryan Academy, supported by DCU and based in City West, have expressed interest in becoming involved.

The steering group reflects the type of inter agency approach developed in relation to the Children's Services Committee and Traveller services in South Dublin County.

 (c)     The Virtual Zone : The website is established and fulfills a number of functions. It is the first point of contact for many participants, it is a tool for virtual communication between participants and it is a means of communicating new information from agencies and relevant bodies to participants. Linkages with social media are included and the website is now being re-designed with a view to the Regional approach..

 (d)    The Physical Zone : The shared office space is fitted out with 13 PCs on a corporate network with high speed internet access and printing\photocopying facilities.  Take-up of the space has been below expectation, mainly because the target audience tend to have an equivalent setup at home.  There is an average of 4 to 5 people using the office space per day and the intention is that building on the social aspect would encourage more members to use the space.

 (e)     “Spaces for Change”: In addition to the office space in County Hall, the initiative has made extensive use of other public facilities such as the Library Seminar room and the multimedia lab in Rua Red. This has included training, monthly seminars and talks and opportunities for the participants to socially interact. It is interesting to note that participants have on a number of occasions indicated a preference for an opportunity to simply exchange ideas rather than a scheduled “event” and/or speaker. Agreement has been reached with the CEB, and our other partners, on converting the former Property Path office in County Hall, (the former very effective affordable housing sales office), to the current need as an Innovation centre for South Dublin. The CEB are in occupation and the public area is being set up as an "Innovation Hub”. The usage of the IEZ physical zone will be offered as an element of this centre. This element of the project may provide an opportunity to develop a method of combined information delivery that can be replicated at other public offices, the obvious potential being libraries.

 (f)      “Communities of practice” : The concept behind communities of practice is to develop new innovation and better ways of working across a number of actors/actions in a common field. Based on feedback from SDCC involvement in the Connect project, our partners and the participants, the first community of practice in relation to the teaching profession was launched in St Aidan's school on 21st April. Other communities of practice will be developed focusing on other professions including energy, property, finance etc. One example is the increasing role of social media in communications and information sharing which offers emerging opportunities for innovation. To this end mediasnackers facilitated a seminar on 9th June in County Hall on the use of social media. Council staff, members, our partner agencies and IEZ participants attended the sessions. The development of a community of practice in the social media field will be a priority in the progression of the initiative. SDCC ongoing projects in sustainable energy and transport can provide opportunities for other communities of practice.

 3.       Innovation Network on a regional basis
 As outlined above the Network was initially launched and piloted in South Dublin County and will be relaunched at regional level through the DRA to provide a viable scale of geographic coverage and capacity of high skilled unemployed/underemployed .

4.       Conclusion.

The project has been developed on a number of levels:

·         Virtual and physical project infrastructure development.

·         Training/information

·         Steering committee representative of partner agencies

·         Monthly seminars

·         Communities of practice

·         Innovation service and information centre

·         Regional initiative.

The renaming of the project has not changed but rather represents the concept of innovation in terms of examining valuable “work” as opposed to declining former employment opportunities. True innovation will lead to new economically efficient methods of delivering goods and services providing opportunities for participants and ultimately improving local and regional economic performance and sustainability.

SDCC will support the Regional project but local development of the initiative as outlined above will continue. Members will be kept informed of progress in this regard.
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and C. Jones, the report was NOTED.
LC/1120/10 MOT (7) BOND FOR RIVERSDALE ESTATE


Item ID: 25466

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager bring forward a report detailing how the bond for the Riversdale Estate was dealt with (Item ID 24704 at the September meeting), and in particular to explain what, if any amount, was retained in lieu of the failure of the developer to deliver on Condition No. 9 of the Grant of Planning Permission which stated inter alia:

‘The walls at the rear of the proposed houses numbers 2 to 24 and along the western boundary of the site shall be retained at their existing heights and shall, prior to the construction of any of the houses hereby permitted, be repaired, made good and improved, where necessary, with walling that matches the said walls…..’ and to explain why the Council did not use the bond to address the situation. 

Furthermore, this Committee notes that the wall in question was not erected as a boundary wall for the houses that back onto it (as is implied in the Report presented at the September meeting) but is rather a heritage wall that bounds the park and which An Bord Pleanála stipulated had to be preserved.  The wall in question is at least as much the responsibility of the County Council as the owners of Waterstown Park as it is of the neighbouring residential properties.  Both parties were entitled to have it properly maintained as per the planning condition prior to or at the same time as both the Estate and the Park were taken in charge/into Council ownership.

This Committee recommends that the matter be referred the next full Council meeting with the objective of having the Council carry out without delay the necessary works to the wall that should have been done as set out by An Bord Pleanála on Condition 9 and at no expense to the residents concerned.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Condition no 12 of the planning permission granted on 31st October 1989 by An Bord Pleanála under Register Reference 88A/0666 and PL/6/5/78396 for the construction of houses at Riversdale, Lucan Road, Palmerstown, Co. Dublin stated:

The developer shall lodge with Dublin County Council a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company, or other security acceptable to the Council to secure the satisfactory completion and maintenance until taken in charge by the Council of roads, footpaths, sewers, watermains, drains, open spaces, street lighting and other services required in connection with the proposed development, coupled with an agreement empowering the Council to apply such security or part thereof for the satisfactory completion or maintenance, as aforesaid, of any part of the said services. The form, amount, and arrangements for lodgment of the security shall; be as agreed upon between the developer and the Council or, in default of an agreement, shall be as determined by An Bord Pleanála.

Reason: to secure the satisfactory completion of services required in connection with the proposed development and to be provided by the developer as part of the proposed development.

In compliance with this condition cash security in the sum of £30,000 (€38,000 approx) was lodged. During 2000 and 2001 all of this money was used to complete works required to bring the services in the development to taking-in-charge standard.

As the wall to which the motion refers was not to be taken in charge it did not come within the terms of the condition requiring the security.

There is now no course of action open to the Council under the terms of the planning permission, or the Planning Acts, in relation to this wall. 

As stated in the previous report the wall in question is private property and as such the maintenance and upkeep of the wall is the responsibility of the owners.

Regarding the wall the Parks department has reported: “There are no footpaths or convenient access by the public to the rear of this wall. The wall is the responsibility of the adjoining householders including the consequences arising from their failure to maintain it.”

As previously reported, the Architects Department has inspected the wall and found that its condition did not warrant any action under the Dangerous Structures legislation.”

The report was NOTED and Councillor G. O’Connell requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of this Committee.
LC/1121/10 MOT (8) AMOUNT OF LAND ZONED IN THE LUCAN AREA
Item ID: 25467
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That the Manager would present for discussion a report on the amount of land zoned for industrial and commercial use in the Lucan and Clondalkin Electoral Areas (excluding Grange Castle Business Park), including figures for the total area of land zoned, how much of the land is serviced for water supply, drainage etc., the amount of such land, if any, in the ownership of the Council, and what actions does the Council implement to attract companies/businesses to locate their enterprises in the County.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:

“There are approximately 60 hectares of land zoned for employment use in the Lucan electoral area, most of which is developed and none of which is in Council ownership.   There are further lands zoned for commercial development in Lucan Village, Liffey Valley Town Centre and the Adamstown SDZ and Clonburris LAP, some or all of which could be developed/redeveloped for employment use.

The 2007 Industrial Survey, based on the 2004 Development Plan (as varied) indicates that in the Lucan - Clondalkin area, excluding Grange Castle, there were 612 hectares . Zoned ‘E’, of which 201.5 hectares were undeveloped.  A further 215 hectares were zoned EP 1,2, and 3, mainly in the Clondalkin electoral area (excluding Grange Castle) as part of the County Development Plan 2010-2016.  It is estimated that there are currently in excess of 400ha  of land available for industrial and commercial development, excluding Grange Castle, in the Lucan-Clondalkin area, the majority of which is regarded as serviced or serviceable.  

There are a total of 47 hectares of industrial/commercial land registered to South Dublin County Council, generally located to the west of the R120 Lucan-Newcastle Road and to the south of the Nangor Road, in the area to the north of Casement Aerodrome.  The Council works closely with the IDA and other stakeholders on an ongoing basis to attract major enterprises to the County and operates a network of enterprise centres.”

PARKS
LC/1122/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 13 to 16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1123/10 UPDATE ON TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF ROSSBERRY ESTATE
Item ID: 25730
Question (13):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the taking–in-charge of Rossberry Estate and the grass verge to the access road linking all Rossberry, Tullyhall and Hayden’s Park Estates to Griffeen Avenue?”
REPLY:
“The open spaces in Rossberry Estate are in the charge of the Council.  The area referred to off Griffeen Avenue has been the subject of discussion with the developer of the estate for some time and outstanding works that the Council has requested to be undertaken have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Parks and Landscape Services Department. The only remaining impediment to Taking in Charge of this area is the submission of the necessary documentation by the developer.  It now appears that the required documentation was to be submitted as part of a previous submission of documentation relevant to other areas adjacent to this particular site and that due to a misunderstanding this was not done.  The developer is now arranging for this matter to be brought to a conclusion shortly.  Prior to the taking in charge of the open space by the Council any signage will be removed by the developer.   The Council has also requested that the area be maintained in a proper manner until the Taking in Charge process is completed.”

LC1124/10 PROVISION OF CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS IN PALMERSTOWN
Item ID: 25277
Question (14):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager for a report on the provision of children’s play areas and to indicate what progress is being made in providing such a facility in the Palmerstown?”
REPLY:
“The review of the Council's Play Policy is currently ongoing.  The Play Policy review group will have regard to the experience gained to date, particularly in relation to unsupervised playgrounds. Consideration will also be given to the type and location of play facilities provided for children and also the provision of exercise facilities for adults. 

“Arising from the review and adoption of a new Play Policy by the Council, it is envisaged that one of the actions of the new Play Policy will be the review and updating of the existing Playground Construction Programme which will have regard to the new policy as well as the availability of finance at that time.  The provision of a playground in Palmerstown will be considered as part of this review.”
LC/1125/10 INSPECTION OF TREES IN SARSFIELD PARK ESTATE
Item ID: 25708
QUESTION (15):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will request the Park's Department to inspect trees in Sarsfield Park Estate, including trees in private gardens overhanging the footpaths) to establish if there are locations where tree branches/foliage are interfering with ESB wires (connecting public lamps, or otherwise) or are seriously reducing the effectiveness of the public lights in illuminating the footpaths/roads in the estate, and carry out any pruning which is warranted to eliminate the problem?”
REPLY:
“The Arboricultural Works Programme for 2010/2011 is currently under preparation and will be presented to the Elected Members following the adoption of the 2011 Estimates.

In preparing the 2009/2010 Arboricultural Programme, priority was given to tree pruning and removal on an estate by estate basis rather than on an individual tree basis.  While this approach has proved to be efficient and effective in making the best use of the available resources, it did mean that some areas had to be prioritised over others.  It is intended to use the same approach again this year.

It should be noted that the list of estates being considered for inclusion in the 2010/2011 programme is large and it will not be possible to include every estate.  The programme of works to be undertaken will be as extensive as the Council's resources and financial capacity will permit in the current economic climate. It is therefore intended to prioritise the work on an estate by estate basis, based on tree management principles and good arboricultural practice.  Priority will be given where works are required as a matter of urgency in the interests of public safety. 

An inspection of trees growing on public lands in Sarsfield Park Estate will be undertaken and any works considered necessary to improve public lighting will be listed for consideration in the draft Arboricultural Programme.

In relation to trees interfering with overhead power lines, the ESB undertake such maintenance work directly because of the health & safety issues involved. 

Where trees are growing on private property and causing a hazard or obstruction to public footpaths, these should be reported to the Roads Department who can serve notice on the property owner to address the issue under Section 70 of the Roads Act 1993.”
LC/1126/10 LOCATIONS IN LUCAN FOR CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING
Item ID: 25278
QUESTION (16):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will make a report listing the locations in the Lucan Electoral Area, to which householders can bring Christmas trees for recycling after Christmas, and if decided, the dates on which trees can be left for collection?”

REPLY:

“The Council provided a Christmas Tree recycling programme from 6th to 16th January 2010. The total cost of the programme was €41,500. A total of 16,701 Christmas trees were shredded at 47 locations around the county. The main costs involved were labour (1280 manhours) and machinery (woodchippers, tractors and trailers). 

Of the 16,642 trees recycled, 6,419 trees were processed in the Lucan / Palmerstown / South West Clondalkin area, 8,557 were processed in the Templeogue / Knocklyon / Rathfarnham / Limekiln area, 1,167 were processed in the Clondalkin area, 434 were processed in the Town Centre / Old Bawn area and 65 trees were processed in West Tallaght / Saggart / Rathcoole area. The cost of the programme works out at €2.48 per tree recycled.

The matter of providing a Christmas tree recycling programme in January 2011 is under review and no final decision has been made at this stage.

It should be pointed out that the brown bin is ideal for the disposal of Christmas trees and would save residents from having to bring the trees to any other location and enable the speedy disposal of the trees as the first brown bin collection in 2011 is the week commencing 10th January.”
LC/1127/10 HEADED ITEM (8)





Item ID: 25448
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1128/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25538
COR (3)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25744
LC/1129/10 MOT (11) DUBLIN MOUNTAINS PARTNERSHIP PROJECT
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:
“That the Lucan Area Committee congratulates the staff of the Parks Department for their work, in collaboration with the Dublin Mountains Partnership, Coillte, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown CC and Dublin City Council, on the Dublin Mountains Way Project, and requests the Manager to ask the Parks Department to investigate those aspects of that project, particularly the work with user groups, which could be used in a project to increase public access to and enjoyment  of the lands in the Liffey Valley.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The basis of the Dublin Mountains Partnership (DMP) was a collaborative project to devise a planned strategic approach to recreational activity in the Dublin Mountains.  At the outset, the project was recognised as a pilot exercise in recreation management on public owned land, close to a large population area.   This in large measure was facilitated by there being a single large-scale landowner committed to recreational management on its lands and prepared to co-operate with other landowners in recreation management, i.e. Coillte.  An additional benefit from the involvement of Coillte came from the availability of a wide range of recreational management experience to the project, and the involvement of Coillte's Recreation Manager as chair of the DMP.

The initial project aim was to develop a strategic vision and strategy for the area to progress this vision through an approach based on consensus. An important pre-existing circumstance was the formation of the Dublin Mountains Initiative (DMI).  This was an umbrella group, to which a wide spectrum of recreational users (including clubs, representative organisations, volunteer groups and individuals), were affiliated.  The DMI were able to bring to the process its own consensus on desirable objectives and priorities and were instrumental in achieving broad representative input into the development of the vision and strategic plan.  Almost as important, the DMI were able to tap into a significant voluntary effort contribution to help deliver the early initiatives of the strategic plan.

To aid the development of this pilot project, it was considered at an early stage appropriate that consultants and facilitators be appointed to help guide the process.  The success of this pilot project was that a shared vision was established and a strategic plan was agreed.  The strategic plan included recommendations on how it might be implemented;- via a partnership model based on consensus.  This was effectively a continuation of the pilot project process, but with a Memorandum of Understanding signed and agreed among the partners, with an initial 3 year commitment by all.  The Memorandum of Understanding was finalised in 2008, requiring the partners to the project an initial commitment until 2011.

To apply the approach of the DMP in the Dublin Mountains to the Liffey Valley, it would be necessary to explore the potential for the following key elements;

The establishment of an umbrella group to which a wide spectrum of recreational and environmental interests (including clubs, representative organisations and individuals), are to be affiliated.  This group would be instrumental in developing a consensus on a vision, objectives and priorities. 

The development of a consensus vision for the Liffey Valley. 

The development of an agreed strategic plan to deliver the consensus vision. 

Funding opportunities to implement strategic plan objectives 

The potential for voluntary contributions

A vision and the strategy for a Liffey Valley Park has been put forward in the publication of the report Towards a Liffey Valley Park.  The Office of Public Works (OPW), in association with Dublin City Council, Fingal, Kildare and South Dublin County Councils, commissioned ERM Consultants to draw up a strategy for the Liffey Valley.   The report, Towards a Liffey Valley Park, was published by the OPW in November 2006.   The report presented a regional vision for the entire Liffey area and outlined an approach to achieve this vision.  This approach is significantly different from that of the DMP.  The OPW has however not followed through on this report.   

At present there is in existence the Liffey Valley Special Amenity Area Management Advisory Committee charged with oversight of the management plan for the area.   The development of a new model to progress the vision of a wider Liffey Valley Park in a manner similar to the Dublin Mountains Partnership would probably require the existing Committee to reconstitute its role in favour of a different model. 

It is suggested that the idea of such a partnership would be discussed at the next meeting of the Liffey Valley Special Amenity Area Management Advisory Committee.”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  The motion was AGREED.
LC/1130/10 MOT (12) BEWLEY GROVE & MT. BELLEW WAY BOUNDARY FENCE










Item ID: 25457
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on the matters to be considered in progressing implementation of Specific Local Objective 25 of the newly-adopted County Development Plan 2010-2016, i.e. to "facilitate completion of the boundary fence that separates Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way running eastwards as far as the Outer Ring Road".”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“In order to progress implementation of Specific Local objective 25 of the County Development Plan 2010 -2016, the Council will also have to consider a number of other policies set out in the Development Plan: 

Theme 1, Section 3, Social Inclusion, Community Facilities and Recreation, Green Routes Network Policy SCR47;  

Theme 1, Section 4, Sustainable Neighbourhoods, Policies SN1, SN9;

Theme 2, Section 2, Cycle Policy Framework, Policies T13 and T14. 

These policies set out the principles in relation to the movement of pedestrians and cyclist through existing and new development in the county. The policies are intended to encourage and facilitate pedestrian and cycle movement, in particular, for local journeys accessing local facilities such as schools, shops and  public transport links as a viable alternative to the motor car. 

The section of boundary between Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way running eastwards as far as the Outer Ring Road (ORR) is comprised of three distinct elements as described below.

At the west end of the boundary there is approximately 42 meters of bollards which are spaced at 1.5 meter centres.  

The next section moving east towards the ORR consists of a mature hedgerow and is approximately 70 meters long.  There is a 1.2 meter high post and rail fence erected along this section of the boundary.  

The final section between the mature hedgerow and the ORR is approximately 37 meters long and consists of a 1.2 meter high post and rail fence with a recently planted hedge comprised of Fagus, Rosa, Ilex and Cratageus sp.

There is strong evidence of a pedestrian 'desire line' existing between Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way.  Any proposal to remove the bollards from this location and replace them with a fence will have to take account of this desire line and make provision for a link between the two estates to facilitate access to the local primary school, public transport on the ORR and local facilities at the Castle Shopping complex.  The link would need to connect existing paths between the two estates and may therefore have to move away from the existing desire line.  Note: The ORR can be accessed through a pedestrian link at Mount Bellew Green.  The removal of the bollards and their replacement with a fence and pedestrian link would be subject to the availability of the necessary resources.

The mature hedgerow is in good condition and there are no gaps along its length.   There is no requirement to strengthen this section with additional fencing.  The hedgerow is also the subject of local dumping of green waste (grass clippings & shrub prunings) which can and should be disposed of via the brown bin system. 

The final section nearest the ORR has a small gap approximately 1.5 meters wide where a desire line has been created.  The hedge that was planted at this location has been damaged as a result of the movement of pedestrians through the gap.  It is the experience of the Parks Department that closing gaps such as this one, where strong desire lines exist, is very difficult to achieve.  It may be more beneficial to regularise this desire line as it facilitates users to maximise on the extent of the linear open space that runs along the western side of the ORR.”
The report was NOTED and Councillor W. Lavelle requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with PARKS Business.

LC/1131/10 MOT (13) INSTALLATION OF CCTV ON GLENAULIN ROAD
Item ID: 25459
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“As a follow up to the offer made by Management in the Report to my Motion (Ref ID 24108) at the September meeting, this Committee calls on the Manager to have “movement sensitive lights” and CCTV installed on Glenaulin Park where it bounds Culmore Road, Glenaulin Road and Glenaulin Green.  Residents, many of whom are senior citizens, living in these areas have to endure a level of anxiety due to ant-social behaviour that results in constant worry, fear and disturbed sleep.  In addition, park users including young children, are in constant danger from quads, broken glass and other fall-out from un-controlled vandalism. It is very much in keeping with the Council's policy of reducing “the cost of yesterday” that such a pilot scheme be introduced in a park that was developed during an era when the problems associated with such “back-lands” could not be anticipated.  This Council owes it to its citizens that we protect them today from the trauma resulting from the effects of “yesterday’s decisions”.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“As previously reported at the September Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee meeting, the issue of CCTV in Glenaulin Park has been raised in discussions with Palmerstown Community Council and local residents. Part of the park on the Dublin City Council side is covered by a camera system installed in the Dublin City Council area which is under the control of the Gardaí. The possibility of extending this system will be examined in conjunction with the Gardaí and Dublin City Council having regard to the availability of resources.   The possibility of including movement sensitive lights will be considered as part of any CCTV proposal. It should be noted that lights operated by motion sensors can be triggered by animals as well as humans and may give rise to an increase in loitering and exacerbate existing problems as youths may perceive a fun element in activating the motion sensors. 

While CCTV has a role to play in minimising the issues outlined above, it is considered to form only one part of what needs to be an integrated approach involving other elements such as parental and community responsibility and measures such as zero tolerance policing and possibly other, more radical long term proposals to provide proper overlooking and supervision of the park to deal with the "back-land" issue in a permanent way.”

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and W. Lavelle, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting of this Committee in 2011. 
LC/1132/10 MOT (14) 2011 GRASS CUTTING PROGRAMME FOR LUCAN
Item ID: 25304
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the grass cutting programme for 2011 in the Lucan area. Specifically would the Manager report in detail on areas within our parks, open spaces etc., that have not as yet been taken-in-charge by this Council, or are currently in the process of being taken-in-charge by this Council, and that have been the subject of great inconvenience to local residents, Residents Associations etc., owing to great difficulties and delays in having these grasses areas cut on a regular basis.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The anticipated frequency of grass cutting in Lucan for 2011 during the summer months will be 14 working days.  While every effort will be made to achieve this frequency, it is important to note that cutting grass is dependant on a range of factors including other works on hand, staff resources available, weather conditions and machinery breakdowns, all of which can impact on the frequency and extend the cutting intervals. Notwithstanding the above, every effort will be made to allocate the resources available within the Park's Department on a prioritised basis to maximum effect, to ensure that the grass maintenance across the Lucan Area is to the highest possible standard.  In this regard, priority will be given to the maintenance of playing fields to ensure that they are available for play. 

Where grass has not been cut, it is generally because the open spaces in question are not in charge of the Council. 

In terms of the issues over the condition of grass verges etc in Tullyhall, Rossberry and Haydens Park, a senior member of the Park's Department met the developers involved in each estate in June of this year and the following was agreed;

Tullyhall:  Following meetings in June 2009, the developer has accepted that he is to attend to a number of minor issues in relation to replacement trees and areas prone to water retention and to prepare documents for a Deed of Transfer of the open space by the end of September 2009.  

Rossberry:  This open space within this development is in charge. The area referred to off Griffeen Avenue has been the subject of discussion with the developer of the estate for some time and outstanding works that the Council has requested to be undertaken have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Parks and Landscape Services Department. The only remaining impediment to Taking in Charge of this area is the submission of the necessary documentation by the developer.  It now appears that the required documentation was to be submitted as part of a previous submission of documentation relevant to other areas adjacent to this particular site and that due to a misunderstanding this was not done.  The developer is now arranging for this matter to be brought to a conclusion shortly.  Prior to the taking in charge of the open space by the Council any signage will be removed by the developer.   The Council has also requested that the area be maintained in a proper manner until the Taking in Charge process is completed.

Hayden's Park: The open space in this estate is in charge.  However, one grass margin on the entrance road from Griffeen Avenue has to be reinstated. The developer has agreed to carry out this work by the end of September 2009.

Johns bridge:  the Council is continuing to liaise with the developer to have the open spaces taken in charge.

Griffeen Glen:  the Council is continuing to liaise with the developer to have the open spaces taken in charge.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating, W. Lavelle and E. Tuffy, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and it was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting of this Committee in 2011.
LC/1133/10 MOT (15) HALLOWEEN CLEAN UP



Item ID: 25754
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager will give details about the extent of the post Halloween clean-up in the Lucan area.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Bulbs not Bonfires campaign was successful throughout the County with a 35% reduction  in the number of bonfires countywide. There were 114 bonfires recorded in the Lucan area in 2010.  This figure is down from 142 recorded bonfires in 2009.  This represents a 20% reduction.   All of the bonfires in the area were cleaned up within 2 working weeks.  

6 estates in the area applied for the "bulbs not bonfires" scheme and arrangements are now underway to distribute the bulbs to these estates.”
Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones, E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, 
Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting of this Committee in 2011.
LC/1134/10 MOT (16) ROADSIDE TREES AROUND PALMERSTOWN
Item ID: 25724
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager has all the roadside trees across the residential areas of Palmerstown examined and a report brought to this Committee before the next planting season showing how the Council intends to deal with those trees that are clearly unfit for purpose, e.g. some motorists have to “raise up” branches in  order to get cars in and out of their driveways; pedestrians on many footpaths cannot use umbrellas; some trees block out sunlight from houses; other trees overshadow front gardens killing plant life and promoting moss; other trees drip sap onto parked cars and driveways; some trees have fruit (pears and cherries) that is both a danger underfoot for pedestrians and are being pelted by vandals at nearby homes. The general consensus across the community is that many of these trees are not suitable for an urban environment, would be fine in a park and that they have been let “get out of hand” to the point where pruning may not be the answer.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Arboricultural Works Programme for 2010/2011 is currently under preparation and will be presented to the Elected Members following the adoption of the 2011 Estimates.

In preparing the 2009/2010 Arboricultural Programme, priority was given to tree pruning and removal on an estate by estate basis rather than on an individual tree basis.  While this approach has proved to be efficient and effective in making the best use of the available resources, it did mean that some areas had to be prioritised over others.  It is intended to use the same approach again this year.

The street trees in the housing estates of Palmerstown area were planted over time by a combination of the developers of the estates, Dublin Corporation (in some areas prior to 1986 boundary changes), the County Council and in some cases, local residents. It has been the experience of the Council that where street trees were originally planted by developers / residents, that unsuitable and inappropriate trees species were often planted which are now giving rise to a range of problems such as those highlighted in the motion.  Where the council has been directly involved in the selection of trees for roadside planting, as far as possible, species which are known to cause difficulties have been avoided. Trees have been selected on the basis of a range of factors including suitability (size of tree, size of margin), amenity (flowers / autumn colour), absence of conspicuous fruit or sterile forms, resistance to pests and disease and so on.

A significant number of tree queries are received each year, from a range of sources including the general public, Resident's Associations, Elected Public Representatives, other Council Departments and outside agencies such as Dublin Bus and An Garda Síochana. These are in addition to trees identified by our own staff as being in need of work. It is intended to prepare a targeted programme of tree works for the forthcoming season, with trees most in need of remedial works prioritised for action on the following basis:

Trees in poor condition i.e. dead and diseased trees. 

Trees causing an obstruction to pedestrians or road traffic. 

Trees obstructing public lighting.

In keeping with good arboricultural practice, trees will be removed where they are diseased, dying or dead.  Where trees are causing an obstruction to streetlights they will either be pruned or removed, depending on the particular circumstances.  Pruning is also undertaken where trees are causing an obstruction to passing pedestrians or vehicles. This includes dealing with trees associated with footpath problems. Request for tree pruning/removal are always inspected and any decision on the course of action is determined by the merits of the individual tree in question. Removal of the tree is generally the last option and all other possible options will be considered first.

It should be noted that the list of estates being considered for inclusion in the 2010/2011 programme is large and it will not be possible to include every estate.  The programme of works to be undertaken will be as extensive as the Council's resources and financial capacity will permit in the current economic climate. It is therefore intended to prioritise the work on an estate by estate basis, based on tree management principles and good arboricultural practice.  Individual trees  will only be included where works are required as a matter of urgency in the interests of public safety. 

Where residents have concerns in relation to trees, they are advised in the first instance to make contact with the Parks Department so that the details of the tree can be taken and arrangements made to inspect the tree. The inspection will determine what works, if any, are required. The inspection will also determine the priority of any works considered to be necessary, based on the criteria outlined above.”

Following a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
DEVELOPMENT
LC/1135/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Question 17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1136/10 LEFT TURN FROM COLDCUT ROAD ONTO KENNELSFORT ROAD










Item ID: 25746
Question (17):

Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager if there is any update with regard to bringing land into public ownership to accommodate an extension of Esker Cemetery? “

REPLY:
“The Environment Department is conscious of the need to provide adequately for future cemetery requirements throughout the County. Given the sensitive nature of any enquiries/discussions around the acquisition of land it is not possible to be more specific in this regard, however the availability of land suitable for such provision is kept under constant review and any opportunity to acquire lands that meet those requirements at reasonable costs is availed of.”
LC/1137/10 HEADED ITEM (9)





Item ID: 25445
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1138/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25435
COR (4)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25756
LC/1139/10 MOT (17)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

HOUSING
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 18 to 21 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1140/10 DWELLING UNITS IN ST. FINIANS’S ESTATE, LUCAN
Item ID: 25718
Question (18):

Councillor D. Keating
“To ask the Manager to set out the time-scale for provision of dwelling units at the former shop in St. Finian's Estate, Lucan, following earlier agreements I sought and got that this premises would not be utilised as a shop again. Recently there have been reported incidents to me of increased anti-social behaviour, including a recent fire, where it was reported to me that great stresses were caused to local residents in St. Finian's Estate?”

REPLY:

“The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have indicated their approval in principle which includes this site.

A Part 8 proposal is being prepared for the site having regard to the expressed wishes of the members of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee and bearing in mind the optimum use of the site in the context of the Council's social housing needs.

This proposal will be brought again to members in the first quarter 2011 and will then be discussed with local residents prior to any public notification issuing. The agreed proposal will then be submitted for approval by the DoEHLG.

Subject to DoEHLG approval, and funding availability form the Social Housing Investment Programme allocation, the project may proceed to tender and construction stage in 2011.

The shop is currently being demolished and the site secured by palisade fencing, which should alleviate the anti social behaviour. The house is being re furbished and should be ready for reletting in December.”

LC/1141/10 SERIOUS BUILDING DEFECTS – FOXFORD COURT, LUCAN
Item ID: 25735
Question (19):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to actively support the management company directors and residents of Foxford Court in seeking to address serious building defects which require urgent repair. While it is noted that South Dublin County Council has no legal interest in this development other than as mortgagee, the Council does have a duty of care to residents since this development was sold as affordable housing and the council should not therefore simply refer residents to either ‘Homebond’ or to the developer but should instead actively support the residents on this matter?”

REPLY:

“The 52 properties in Foxford Court, Lucan were sold under the Affordable Housing scheme. South Dublin County Council facilitated this development and provided the opportunity for eligible applicants to purchase affordable housing through a private sale. The properties were sold under the Homebond Scheme with a 10 year structural guarantee which is standard on the sale of all newly built private dwellings. The Foxford development is still within this time period and therefore any complaints in relation to defects should be directed to Homebond for their consideration.

Similar to other private Multi-Unit Developments around the County, the management and maintenance of the development is the sole responsibility of the Management Company. The Council has no legal interest in this development other than that as mortgagee for some of the dwellings and therefore there is little that the Council can do directly to resolve the problems being encountered in this private development.”

LC/1142/10 FORMER SHOP UNIT AT ST. FINIAN’S ESTATE, LUCAN
Item ID: 25736
Question (20):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to update on the design and Part 8 planning process for the proposed new residential units on the site of the former shop unit at St. Finian’s Estate?”
REPLY:

“This site is included in a small group of infill housing schemes which has been notified to the Department of  the Environment, Heritage and Local Government as priority schemes to address areas experiencing anti-social behaviour.

A Part 8 proposal is being prepared for the site having regard to the expressed wishes of the members of the Lucan/Clondalkin  Area Committee and bearing in mind the optimum use of the site in the context of the Council's social housing needs.

A meeting to outline the various options for the site will be informally discussed with local members prior to the January 2011 meeting of the committee and will then be discussed with local residents prior to any public notification (Part 8) process being commenced. The agreed proposal will then be submitted for approval to the DoEHLG.

The shop unit is currently being demolished and the site secured by palisade fencing.  The house is being re furbished and should be ready for re letting in December.

Subject to DoEHLG approval, and funding availability from Social Housing Investment Programme allocation, the project may proceed to tender and construction stage in 2011.”
LC/1143/10 TRAVELLER GROUP HOUSING AND HALTING SITES

Item ID: 25726
Question (21):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will provide a list, by location, of the Traveller Group Housing and Halting Sites in the Lucan Electoral Area, specifying in the case of Halting Sites the category of site, i.e. permanent, temporary and emergency?”
REPLY:

“10 no. residential caravan bays at Ballyowen Lane - permanent, due for refurbishment.

8 no. group houses at Haydens Lane - permanent.

10 no. residential caravan bays and 10 no. group houses at Kishogue Park - permanent.

3 no. residential caravan bays Lynch's Lane - emergency.

There are a number of caravans occupying land at Fonthill Road presently and the Traveller Accommodation Unit are in discussion with the families there about the immediate relocation to temporary accommodation pending agreement on an offer of permanent accommodation.”
LC/1144/10 HEADED ITEM (10)





Item ID: 25447
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1145/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25437
COR (5)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS





Item ID: 25709
LC/1146/10 MOT (18) MAINTENANCE REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM DROIM NA COILLE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager would present a report on the number of requests received in 2010 from residents of Droim na Coille Estate, Lucan to examine and remedy faults, including dampness and mould growth on walls and inside cupboards/wardrobes, and provide information on the measures taken by the Council to remedy such faults, and if any expenditure by the Council on work to remedy faults has or can be recovered from the developer.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The housing maintenance section have only received one reported dampness issue in relation to this estate and that was in March of this year.   This problem was dealt with by sealing and painting the bedroom wall in question.  There has been no further contact in relation to this matter.  There were approximately three incidents of leaking porches which have all been repaired and there has been no contact in relation to re-occurrence.  A painting programme was carried out in this estate last year and no reports of dampness or mould were reported to the Council staff on site during this work.”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/1147/10 MOT (19) ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR – ST. FINIAN’S AVENUE  Item ID: 25745
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would ensure that measures are taken to eliminate the anti-social behaviour taking place at the empty shop premises at St. Finian’s Avenue, Lucan.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“This shop was demolished on 17th/18th November and the rubble is currently being removed from the site.  The site has been secured with palliside fencing in conjunction with the Architectural Department's specification.  Relet repairs have commenced on the house that was attached to the shop and this house will be ready for allocation prior to the Christmas break.”
Following contributions from Councillor C. Jones, W. Lavelle and D. Keating, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
LC/1148/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 22 and 23 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1149/10 RESIDENTAIL FACILITY AT ST. LOMAN’S ROAD

Item ID: 25737
QUESTION (22):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to write to the HSE Local Health Manager to request details of the expected construction timeframe for the new residential facility currently under construction at St. Loman’s Road and to request details of the full ranges of services to be operated from this new facility?”

REPLY:
“If the question is approved the matter will be referred to the Local Health Manager of the HSE for their attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”
LC/1150/10 PLEBISCITE FOR PALMERSTON



Item ID: 25723
Question (23):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager to have the implications of the plebiscite that has resulted in the name “Palmerston” being officially applied indiscriminately (by the Council) across the community, e.g. the “Beautiful South Dublin” certificates recently awarded to Palmerstown Court were made out to “Palmerston Court”.  It is unacceptable to residents that the name of their estate is being changed without consulting them.  Can the Manager look into the possibility that, as a result of urbanisation, only residents and rate payers in “Palmerstown Village” need be consulted as to the correct name and/or is it necessary to have a plebiscite in each road and estate that has the name “Palmerstown” lodged with the planning authority when being developed?”

REPLY:

“The Council resolved in July 2008 to initiate the procedure to conduct a plebiscite in order to establish the consent of the qualified electorate to change the official place name of Palmerston to Palmerstown. 

The process was initiated, the geographical area in question approved, and the list of qualified electors was approved as being the qualified Electors as published comprised of all those electors registered on the Live Register of Electors for the Polling Districts of Palmerston 1(Register Book FJ), Palmerston 2 (Register Book FK), Cherry Orchard (Register Book FI) and development at Coldcut (in Register Book FG) and the Rated Occupiers of premises located within the geographical area in question.  

The plebiscite was held in May 2009 in accordance with the Section 79 of the Local Government Act 1946 and the Local Government (Changing of Place Names Regulations) 1956 (as amended by Section 67 of Local Government Act 1994).  

As the majority of the qualified electors did not vote in favour of the proposed change, no change to the official name of Palmerston could be made and details of the result of the plebiscite was communicated throughout the organisation: that all references to the official place name of Palmerston be made as such. 

It is sincerely regretted that an error occurred in the representation of the estate name of Palmerstown Court at the recent award ceremony and the Council can be assured that there was no intent to indiscriminately apply the result of the plebiscite in this instance.    It is acknowledged that there is a totally separate protocol in place for the initial naming of estates / roads etc and that these names represent / reflect local place names, heritage etc.  It is further acknowledged that any proposal to alter or change such name thereafter would require a prescribed process and there is no such process proposed. 

A new award certificate has issued to Palmerstown Court and there has been a reissue of instruction regarding the implications of the result of the 2009 plebiscite i.e. that all references to the official place name only of Palmerston be made as such.”
LC/1151/10 HEADED ITEM (11)





Item ID: 25444
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1152/10 HEADED ITEM (12)





Item ID: 25442
LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS
The following report was presented by Mr. Kieran Swords, Senior Executive Librarian:
December 2010
	Branch
	Events 
	Date

	Lucan
	Class Visits All classes welcome Booking Necessary
	Monday – Thursday mornings

	 
	FÁS E Learning - Adult Computer Classes.  Booking necessary
	Mondays from 5.15pm -7.30pm 

	 
	FÁS E Learning - Adult Computer Classes Booking necessary
	Tuesdays from 9.45am – 12noon

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Tuesdays from 10am – 12noon

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Wednesdays from 11am-1pm

	 
	Children’s Arts and Crafts for8-11 year olds.  Booking essential
	Wednesdays from 3.30pm - 4.30pm

	 
	Bridge Class Class full
	Wednesdays (except last Wednesday of month) at 7pm

	 
	Spanish Conversation Class Class full
	Thursdays from 10am - 11am

	 
	Class Visit Stewart’s Hospital 
	Every Thursday and Friday morning

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Fridays from 10am – 12 noon

	 
	School Visit St. Thomas National 
	Wednesday 1st & Thursday 2nd December from 10am – 12noon

	 
	Cuairt Naíonra Baile Phamer
	Monday 6th December 10am - 12noon

	 
	Archbishop Ryan National School Visit
	Tuesday 7th, 14th & 21st December from 11.30am – 1pm

	 
	Exhibition – Ceramics by Elena Buttner
	Thursday 9th - 16th December

	 
	Japanese Family Group Parent and children group with arts and crafts activities for local Japanese families.
	Thursday 9th & 23rd December from 2.15pm - 3.45pm

	 
	Lucan Creative Writing Group New members welcome, contact library to given name etc.
	Saturday 11th December from 10.30am - 12.30pm

	 
	TEEN writing group. New members welcome.
	Saturday 11th December from 2pm – 3.30pm 

	 
	U3A Book Club Booking through U3A
	Monday 13th December at 11am

	 
	Christmas Musical Tots Fun, educational music class for 6months – 3 years.  Booking necessary
	Monday 13th December from 9.45am – 10.45am

	 
	Children’s Book Club Booking necessary
	Tuesday 14th December from 3.45pm - 4.45pm

	 
	Home Delivery Service  
	Friday 17th December

	 
	Christmas Carols All welcome
	Tuesday 21st December at 6.30pm

	 
	Christmas Storytime with special visitor!  All welcome
	Wednesday 22nd December at 3.30pm

	 
	Book Club New members welcome
	Wednesday 22nd December from 7pm - 8pm


For further information contact 621 6422 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
 Follow Lucan Library on Facebook

 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook

 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch
 
December 2010
	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	FAS E-Learning 
	Mondays from 11am – 1pm

	 
	Irish Conversational Group  
	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm

	 
	Storytime for Children
	Tuesdays at 3.30pm  

	 
	Spanish Classes
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	 
	Computer Classes for Beginners
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	 
	Toddler Time Nursery rhymes, stories, activities for pre-school children
	Wednesdays at 10.30am

	 
	TTRS (Touch Type Read Spell) - with clients from St John of Gods
	Wednesdays from 11.30am – 12.30pm

	 
	TTRS (Touch Type Read Spell)
	Wednesdays from 3pm – 4pm

	 
	English Conversation Group
	Wednesdays, Beginner; 5.30 – 6.30pm Intermediate; 6.45 – 7.45pm

	 
	FAS E-Learning 
	Wednesdays from 6pm – 8pm

	 
	Citywise Education Centre, Jobstown -Group Visit including Library Tour
	Thursdays from 10am – 11am

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Thursdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	 
	German for Beginners
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with clients from St John of Gods
	Fridays from 10am – 11am

	 
	Art Exhibition - William O’Reilly
	29th November – 14th December

	 
	Art Exhibition - Edward Doran
	29th November – 18th December

	 
	Exhibition - Wood Turningwood turning demonstration on Thursday 9th December at 7pm
	6th – 10th December

	 
	Exhibition of Work by St Michael’s House
	20th December – 8th January 2011


	                
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with pupils from St. Roses, Balrothery
	Mondays from 1.30pm – 2.30pm                                                         

	 
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell - with clients from St John of Gods
	Mondays from 2.30pm – 3.30pm

	 
	Lecture Series on Teenage Issues Teenage Suicide and Suicide Prevention– Talk given by Ms Marguerite Kiely,   Psychotherapist, Pieta House The series is primarily for parents but is also relevant and appropriate for teachers and all who work with young people on a voluntary or statutory basis   All lectures are free but booking is necessary. For further information and to book please telephone 01-4620073 or email talib@sdublincoco.ie
	Wednesday 1st December at 7.30pm

	 
	Web Games Workshop for Transition Year Students
	Thursdays 2nd, 9th & 16th December from 10am – 1pm

	 
	Chess and Draughts for Teens With Des
	Thursdays 2nd, 9th & 16th December from 5.30pm

	 
	BRI Support Group Acquired Brain Injury Support Group meeting
	Thursday 2nd December from 6pm – 8pm

	 
	“The Saturday Club” Junior Book Club for 9 – 12 year olds
	Saturday 4th December, 11am

	 
	Lighting of the Christmas Tree Ceremony Including face painters, ICA Choir & Lambert’s Custard Pie Christmas Show
	Saturday 4th December at 2.30pm

	 
	Deaf Adult Literacy Service  - Computer Literacy
	Monday 6th December from 6pm – 8pm

	 
	Book Launch “Mist Shrouds the Morning” a poetry collection by Mae Newman will be launched, with special guest Eileen Casey
	Monday 6th December from 6pm

	 
	Class Visit St Columcilles
	Tuesday 7th December from 10am – 11am

	 
	Class Visit Sacred Heart Junior School, Killinarden
	Tuesday 7th December from 10.30am – 11.30am

	 
	National Learning Network - using Digital training suite
	Tuesdays 7th, 14th & 21st December from 11pm

	 
	Ballroom Dancing Class
	Tuesday 7th December at 12.15pm

	 
	Creative Writing Class Booking Essential
	Tuesdays 7th & 14th December from 6pm – 8pm

	 
	Adult Book Club New Members always Welcome. www.tallaghtbookclub.com
	Tuesday 7th December at 6.45pm

	 
	EVE Fetac Presentation Night for their trainees
	Wednesday 8th December at 5pm

	 
	Lecture Series on Teenage Issues What we can do to help our Young People – Talk given by Dr. Tony Bates, Senior Clinical Psychologist.   The series is primarily for parents but is also relevant and appropriate for teachers and all who work with young people on a voluntary or statutory basis   All lectures are free but booking is necessary. For further information and to book please telephone 01-4620073 or email talib@sdublincoco.ie
	Wednesday 8th December at 7.30pm

	 
	South Dublin County Disability Advisory / Consultative Panel
	Thursday 9th December from 10am – 12noon

	 
	Children’s Christmas Writing Competition - Launch by Mayor of the Children's Christmas Writing Competition in conjunction with The Civic Theatre, and The Echo, and ourselves.  Members of the cast of "Scrooge's Christmas" also to attend.  Children's library
	Monday 13th December at 6pm

	 
	Winter Festival Christmas Crafts for Children with Yvonne O’Neill.  Booking Essential.
	Tuesday 14th December at 4pm

	 
	Winter Festival Floral Demonstration with Brenda Joyce
	Thursday 16th December from 12.45pm – 2.45pm

	 
	Christmas Pyjama Storytime For Kids of All Ages! Kids come dressed in PJs, with Teddy and Torch for some stories, songs and Christmas disco.
	Thursday 16th December at 6.30pm

	 
	Christmas Movie suitable for all the family (title to be decided)
	Saturday 18th December at 1.30pm

	 
	Festive Music Featuring the Blue Heaven Barbershop Chorus and Vladimir Jablokov and the Slovak Festival Orchestra
	Monday 20th December at 6.45pm

	 
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library “An Education” All Welcome
	Tuesday 21st December from 7pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
 Follow Tallaght Library on Facebook

 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook

 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

December 2010
	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Stewarts
	Stewarts Reading Circle Book Club Meeting – Discussion on The Twin by Gerbrand Bakker
	Tuesdays  December from 4pm - 5pm

	 
	Ted Courtney Lecture Series: The Great Musicals
	Wednesdays at 7pm


For further information contact 6264444 ext 1129 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, the report was NOTED.
LC/1153/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25441
COR (6)
Bottom of Form

(a) Letter from Tánaiste, Mary Coughlan TD, Minster for Education and Science, Item ID: 21881
(b) Letter from Waterways Ireland, Item ID: 24397
(c) Letter from Waterways Ireland, Item ID: 24714
(d) Letter from Tánaiste, Mary Coughlan TD, Minister for Education and Science, Item ID: 25288
(e) Letter from CPLIN, Item ID: 24914
The correspondence was NOTED.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUINSESS





Item ID: 25279
LC/***/10 MOT (20) LUCAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That the Lucan Area Committee requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Education and Skills conveying to her the view of the Committee that the appointment of a Design Team for the approved Extension to Lucan Community College and requesting her to immediately communicate permission to appoint a Design Team to County Dublin Vocational Education Committee.”

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Education and Skills for her attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”

LC/1154/10 SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to vary the order of business as set out in the agenda to deal with the following Emergency Motions:

EMERGENCY MOTION – NETWORK DIRECT BUS SCHEDULES
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:

“That this Area Committee, noting the serious concerns and grievances already expressed by commuters in the first days following implementation of the newly-revised bus routes and timetables for the Lucan Road corridor, calls on Dublin Bus to honour the commitment given to members of this Committee at the briefing of October 26th, 2010 to hold a comprehensive review of the operation, efficiency and effectiveness of the new arrangements after six weeks; and furthermore requests that Dublin Bus management, as part of this six-week review, firstly initiates a process to invite and review comments and submissions from the public and secondly holds a further meeting with members of this Committee.”
EMERGENCY MOTION – NEWLY REVISED BUS ROUTES AND TIMETABLES

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:

“That this Committee requests the Manager to write to Dublin Bus as a matter of great urgency to express the serious concerns on the introduction of the new Network Direct Bus Schedules that had the effect of causing:

•
Unprecedented queuing delays for many residents in the Lucan and Palmerstown areas that caused serious inconvenience.

•
Great stress to local residents in Foxborough as a result of early and unacceptable noise levels at the new bus terminus in Foxborough Estate given the close proximity to local residents’ homes and longer delays for local residents in Foxborough in exiting the estate at morning peak times owing to increased traffic congestion at this new bus terminus.

Further that Dublin Bus would reply to this Area Committee immediately and set out clearly its response to remedy these matters.”
ENVIRONMENT
LC/1155/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 24 and 25 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1156/10 CLEANING UP OF FALLEN LEAVES IN LUCAN ESTATES
Item ID: 25717
Question (24):

Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager what is the schedule for the cleaning of fallen leaves in estates in Lucan and Palmerstown villages? Many of our footpaths are completely covered with fallen leaves that are wet, and this is of great concern for many residents owing to the health and safety issues that arise.

REPLY:
“This work is carried out by the Council's road sweeping contractor under the terms of that contract.  The contract requires that additional resources be provided during the period October to December each year to deal with the issue of fallen leaves on roads and footpaths.  These additional resources are in place and the work to remove leaves is underway.  The Council's cleansing section has provided the contractor with lists of areas in the County where leaf removal is required.  Due to the storms of the past few weeks these lists have become quite lengthy.  The lists are compiled on the basis of requests made by members of the public, public representatives, litter wardens and on the local knowledge of the cleansing staff themselves.  All areas brought to the attention of Environmental Services will be added to the list for cleaning, and any area that is identified as being dangerous can be prioritised on those grounds.”
LC/1157/10 ESTATES IN LUCAN THAT MISSED BIN COLLECTIONS
Item ID: 25738
QUESTION (25):
Councillor D. Keating
“To ask the Manger to report on those estates in Lucan which have missed one or more bin collection (for any bin) due to staffing shortages or similar problems since the introduction of the brown bin and to advise on what measures are being proposed to reduce future missed collections in these estates?”
REPLY:

“Disruptions to the collection service in Lucan since the introduction of the brown bin at the end of June this year are detailed below together with the reasons for the disruption.  However, it should be noted that in practically every instance customers received collections within the following couple of days (the longest time taken to complete a route was five days with the Saturday collections provided on 21st August to cover unfinished routes on 16th August).  While contingencies are generally in place to utilise staff from Burial Grounds and Cleansing to complete refuse collection routes, it is very occasionally not possible to cover all routes but as pointed out they are covered in the following days.  Where mechanical issues interfere with truck collections, replacement trucks are mobilised where possible but again may be only available on following days. Additional unforeseen issues such as the refuse trucks being prevented from accessing areas due to parked cars, roadworks etc. can also arise and similarly are caught up as soon as possible in subsequent days.

On 02/07/2010 Route 41 (comprising Airlie, Woodview, Dodsborough, Kew Park, Weston, Ardeevin,   Sarsfield) was not covered due to staffing levels;

On 09/08/2010 Route 69 (comprising Oldbridge, Rossberry, Tullyhall, Hayden's, Grange Manor, Griffeen, Johnsbridge) was not covered due to staffing levels

On 16/08/2010 – Routes 51 & 69 were not completed with some customers affected in Griffeen, Castleriada, Bewley, Mount Bellew, Fforster and Abbeywood.

17/09/2010 – Route 60 was not finished with some customers affected in Esker, Elm, Ashpark, Elmwood and Moy Glas.

 On 14/10/2010 a mechanical fault on a refuse truck affected customers in Elmbrook & Esker Lodge.

On 04/11/2010 Routes 50 & 51 were not finished with some customers in Esker Lodge, Elmbrook, Fforster Lawn affected.”
LC/1158/10 HEADED ITEM (13)





Item ID: 25446
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1159/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25436
COR (7)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUISNESS





Item ID: 25733
LC/1160/10 MOT (21) RETAIL BUSIINESSES IN LUCAN VILLAGE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:
“That the Lucan Area Committee recognises the vital contribution of retail and other businesses to the vitality and sustainability of Lucan Village,  and also their rates contribution  to the income of the Council required to provide services, including environmental services, notes that a number of owners of retail shops in the village have recently been requested to remove "sandwich boards" from the footpath outside their premises (where the boards were not causing an obstruction and did not seem to be a safety risk) or face sanction by the Council under Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, and requests the Manager to assess the approach of the Council in interpreting this particular Section 19 of the Act, with a view to a more reasonable approach to the application of the legislation, so that owners of retail shops, restaurants and public houses can use unobtrusive temporary signs to promote their businesses.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The contribution of businesses in Lucan Village and elsewhere throughout the County is of course recognised however, all businesses and citizens are equally expected to comply with laws enacted by the Oireachtas. In general, authorised signage is not a matter for the Litter Acts. In this instance, authorisation of signage is considered under a process administered by the Council's Roads Department. Any sign duly authorised under that process will not be classified as litter and will not therefore be pursued under the Litter Act. 

Any person/business that wishes to place these signs or any other item on the public road/footpath should make application to the Roads Department for authorisation.

The relevant pieces of legislation are set out below -

Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 as amended, clearly prohibits articles and advertisements on certain structures, or other land etc. unless the person is authorised in advance to do so in writing by such owner, occupier or person in charge or by or under any enactment.

Section 71, of the Roads Act, 1993 as amended, further provides that any person who, without lawful authority or the consent of a road authority erects, places or retains a sign on a public road, or erects, places or retains on a public road any caravan, vehicle or other structure or thing (whether on wheels or not) used for the purposes of advertising, the sale of goods, the provision of services or other similar purpose shall be guilty of an offence.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, W. Lavelle, C. Jones, D. Keating and G. O’Connell, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

LC/1161/10 MOT (22) TIDY TOWNS COMPETITION


Item ID: 25520
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee congratulates the Lucan Tidy Towns group on their result in the 2010 National Tidy Towns contest whereby Lucan Village’s overall marks increased from 269 last year to 276 this year and won the Dublin (South) County award.  However while welcoming the improved cleanliness of the Lucan Village area, this Committee again expresses its serious concern over litter problems in the Lucan South area and further to my motion at the April meeting, recommends that a permanent hand-cart service be introduced in the Lucan South area with a primary focus on the areas and roads nearest to the Ballyowen Castle local centre, the Griffeen local centre and Foxborough. This hand-cart service would be of significant benefit in assisting efforts to address the very serious and highly-visible litter problems blighting some of these areas and in particular would be of advantage in allowing for more regular removal of litter from landscaped areas not subject to the regular street-sweeping rota. This Committee therefore requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on how we could progress this proposal with specific reference to the human resources and financial matters involved.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Environmental Services Department has no plans to introduce a handcart service in the Lucan South area.  The reply given to the motion referred to which was on the April meeting agenda for this committee stated that the provision of an additional hand cart man to service the Lucan South area was not possible at that time due to the lack of funding for such a position and the embargo on recruitment of staff. This position has not changed.  

It should be noted that while there is no daily cleaning service in the areas mentioned, they do still benefit from the same level of service as all similar residential areas in the County with a daily litter bin service from Monday to Friday, monthly sweeping of main roads, quarterly sweeping of housing estates and regular additional clean ups as requested by the litter warden as the need arises.  The Parks Dept carry out further cleaning of open space areas.  The on-site meeting held in April between Council staff and local councillors identified a number of areas which are in need of attention.  In particular the hedge rows and planted areas adjacent to footpaths and open spaces close to the Ballyowen shopping centre were identified as areas where litter gathers and which do not receive regular attention from either cleansing or parks staff.  These planted areas fall outside of the scope of the road sweeping contract.  The contractor has however been asked to provide a costing for removal of litter from these areas on a once off basis.  While this request was made in June the costing is still awaited.  The contractor has been asked once again to examine the matter.”

Following a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.  It was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting.
LC/1162/10 MOT (23) FLY TIPPING/DUMPING IN LANES OF PALMERSTOWN










Item ID: 25522
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“In view of the fact that the level of dumping and fly tipping in the back lanes in Palmerstown, especially close to the Primary Schools, has reached crisis point, that the Manager bring forward a plan for consideration and the subsequent approval of this Committee so that this blight on the Palmerstown Community, which is also a drain on the resources of this Council, can be eliminated once and for all.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“The laneways/walkways are the subject of regular dumping and are patrolled as frequently as possible by the local Litter Warden.  The Warden also receives regular calls form local residents about the condition of the laneways.  Evidence is sought from the material to support litter fines/prosecutions where possible and clean ups are arranged by Cleansing as required. 

Consultations will take place with the Litter Warden, the Cleansing Inspector and other relevant personnel with regard to formulating a proposal to address this issue.  In this regard, suggestions from the Elected Members and local residents are welcome and will be considered, subject to available resources.”

The report was NOTED and Councillor G. O’Connell requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with ENVIRONMENT Business.

LC/1163/10 MOT (24) RETURNING OF SDCC BINS AFTER EMPTYING
Item ID: 25753
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee expresses its continuing disappointment at the manner in which SDCC bins are returned in the Lucan area by the waste management staff following them being presented for collection.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
Refuse Collection Staff are required to return bins to a path or where the kerb meets the road and in general at the house or gate where the bins were presented for collection.  Supervisory Staff monitor this on an ongoing basis and remind crews of this requirement when required.  If specific locations or addresses where grey bins are causing an inconvenience are notified to the Refuse Collection Supervisors these areas are monitored thereafter.  A number of instances have been taken up with staff where such details have been supplied and these, in particular have been monitored as will any further specific complaints received.
Council management is committed to delivering a quality refuse service and is keen that any specific incidents should be notified to the Council for investigation and follow up.

Bottom of Form

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and Councillor C. Jones requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with ENVIRONMENT Business.
COMMUNITY
LC/1164/10 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1165/10 HEADED ITEM (14)





Item ID: 25443
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1166/10 HEADED ITEM (15)





Item ID: 25432
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1167/10 SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to vary the order of business as set out in the agenda to deal with the following items of business:

LC/1168/10 HEADED ITEM (16)





Item ID: 25702
PALMERSTOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE
The following report was presented by Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer:-
“South Dublin County Council officials were invited by Palmerstown Community Council to attend a meeting on 27th April 2010.  At that meeting, the Community Council informed the officials that it had engaged a private architect to advise on works required and layout options for the proposed community facility. The Council officials were asked for their views on various issues and advised the PCC accordingly.

The PCC was to arrange to meet again with the developer concerned to see if the matter could be progressed, and undertook to revert to SDCC following their meeting with the developer. There has been no contact between the PCC and SDCC until Monday 20th September, 2010. 

The Council was informed by phone that a deal had been proposed by the developer that would secure the completion of the community facility at the shopping centre on condition that the Council would supply the furniture and fittings required. The caller, representing Palmerstown Community Council, indicated that if the Council made a commitment to supply the furniture, then the Community Council would make a significant financial contribution from their own funds towards the cost of the completion of the construction work required, and that the developer would contribute the balance.

The Council asked the Community Council to specify what they require and the associated costings / quotations. The Community Council promised to e-mail those details to the relevant official. When these details were submitted, they would be assessed, and it was hoped that the Council would be in a position to respond in a positive manner.  

However, a full month passed, and the Palmerstown Community Council finally submitted a letter by e-mail on Friday 22nd October 2010 (see attachment).

The Community Council,. in its letter, states that it (PCC) “is putting a significant amount of its own funds into the completion of the Centre” .The letter goes on to say that “the Moriarty Group is committed to matching those funds and to proceed with the completion of the Project on condition that the other funders, i.e. the Community Council and the County Council give a commitment to meet their share of the costs.”

The letter does not, however, specify what the “significant funding” being provided by the PCC and matched by the Moriarty Group is.

The letter goes on to list a number of items  - “ a combined heat / ventilation system, fire alarm system, industrial kitchen, demountable stage, canteen tables, chairs and equipment, hall seating for 200 people, ICT equipment & furniture incl. computers, printers enabling internet access for the public and general office furnishings, equipment and the likes to be in the region of  €120,000 - €130,000.  We, therefore, request a grant of €100,000 from South Dublin County Council towards these costs.”

This request is made without any individual costings or quotations being supplied. Nor does it say how a combined heat / ventilation system could be construed to be part of a furniture and fittings package. The Council is being asked to commit to a grant of €100,000 towards these items, without the necessary details and without any indication as to what day-to–day uses and functions would be delivered by the centre.

The letter goes on to say “Additionally, we respectfully request the maximum grant by South Dublin County Council towards operational / management costs of the Community Centre for Year 1 and Year 2.  We understand that this is currently €60,000, but we think that we are entitled to the maximum Grant, particularly if it were to be in excess of €60,000.”

The P.C.C. has asked for S.D.C.C.s written commitment in this regard over the next two years for fittings that are not costed, for uses that are not specified, to be run by staff whose number and roles are not even mentioned in the letter.

The Council is keen to resolve this matter in a positive way and has attended every meeting to which it has been invited  but it is not in a position to make the commitments required of it by this letter unless or until the issues raised above have been satisfactorily addressed.”

Letter from Palmerstown Community Council
Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, D. Keating and W. Lavelle, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED to schedule a meeting with Palmerstown Community Centre and the Lucan Area Committee Members.  The report was NOTED.
LC/1169/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 

Item ID 25434
COR (8)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUISNESS





item ID: 25518
LC/1170/10 MOT (25) PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL IN LUCAN
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Committee re-affirms and will not give up on its commitment to the provision of a public Swimming Pool in Lucan, condemns unequivocally the decision, supported by all the Coalition parties and members including FF, Green and Independent Dáil Deputies representing Lucan, to abandon, after the relevant Government Department had led this Committee and the Council"up the garden path" for years, including the years of the dear departed Celtic Tiger,  by giving repeated written replies referring to the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme, the scheme of financial  support for Local Authority Swimming Pools, recognises that this betrayal of the Lucan Swimming Pool Project, combined with the collapse in Development Levy income to the Council makes it very difficult for the Manager to raise the necessary finance for a Swimming Pool Project, nevertheless requests the Manager to meet with Lucan EA Councillors to discuss and explore any options that might be open to the Council, and the community of Lucan, to bring a Lucan Swimming Pool project to fruition.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year Rolling Capital Programme under the category “projects planned” 

The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport has not yet formally indicated to the Council when it expects to re-open its swimming pool programme which has been closed since July 2008.

The Department of the Environment by circular letter LG /03/ 08 dated 2/4/08 required each Local Authority to carry out a comprehensive audit of all arts, community and sports facilities within its area, this audit has been completed and returned to the Department.

The Community Department has embarked on this route to assist in the wider exercise of putting in place a more strategic approach to provision of facilities generally and ensure the development of necessary sports facilities throughout the country.

In the meantime, the Community Department has forwarded to the Department its Water Leisure Strategy Review to support the Council’s strategic view in this County.

The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced.

Following any announcement of the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme the Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to the project. In this regard the Department has stated that "No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the programme".

In addition there may be further financial challenges with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which may negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.

It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these challenges before fully assessing this project further.

Community Department is committed to the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan but can only do so within the resources available. So far, we have not been able to identify any alternative sources of finance to fund this project.

The proposals submitted by the developers for the provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown are still under active consideration and discussion with the relevant Council officials.  A meeting between the developers and the relevant Council officials took place earlier in the summer. Following that meeting, the developers undertook to do some further research on the matter.

The members will be kept informed of developments.”

The report was NOTED and Councillor E. Tuffy requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with COMMUNITY Business.

LC/1171/10 MOT (26) PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL IN LUCAN

Item ID: 25517
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the long-awaited and planned Swimming Pool for the Lucan area. In the light of years of effort and representations by the Lucan community and Lucan Public Representatives, including many Motions passed by the Council and Area Committees in pursuit of this water leisure facility, and the Manager's efforts to provide a Swimming Pool for Lucan, that the Manager would report on his most recent efforts and discussions with the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and the Department's response to our most recent request for funding through the Swimming Pool Programme, and what alternative initiatives, including possible joint ventures can be explored to deliver a Lucan Swimming Pool.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year Rolling Capital Programme under the category “projects planned” 

The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport has not yet formally indicated to the Council when it expects to re-open its swimming pool programme which has been closed since July 2008.

The Department of the Environment by circular letter LG /03/ 08 dated 2/4/08 required each Local Authority to carry out a comprehensive audit of all arts, community and sports facilities within its area, this audit has been completed and returned to the Department.

The Community Department has embarked on this route to assist in the wider exercise of putting in place a more strategic approach to provision of facilities generally and ensure the development of necessary sports facilities throughout the country.

In the meantime, the Community Department has forwarded to the Department its Water Leisure Strategy Review to support the Council’s strategic view in this County.

The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced.

Following any announcement of the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme the Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to the project. In this regard the Department has stated that "No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the programme".

In addition there may be further financial challenges with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which may negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.

It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these challenges before fully assessing this project further.

Community Department is committed to the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan but can only do so within the resources available. So far, we have not been able to identify any alternative sources of finance to fund this project.

The proposals submitted by the developers for the provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown are still under active consideration and discussion with the relevant Council officials.  A meeting between the developers and the relevant Council officials took place earlier in the Summer. Following that meeting, the developers undertook to do some further research on the matter.

The members will be kept informed of developments.”
The report was NOTED and Councillor D. Keating requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with COMMUNITY Business.

The meeting concluded at 5:40 pm.

Signed: ______________




Date: ___________
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