COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS 

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee 
held on 27th September 2010 in the Council Chamber

Attendance:

Members:




Officials:

Cllr M. Corr – Chair

Teresa Walsh, Director of Services

Cllr P. Cosgrave


Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Cllr S. Crowe



Ronan Herron, Connect  eChampion

Cllr C. Jones



Orla Scannell, Arts Officer
Cllr C. Keane



Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr M. Duff

Cllr E Walsh

Sectoral:




Apologies:

John Conroy




Cllr J. Hannon



Meg Murphy
(designate)


Cllr. T. Delaney







Ann Fitzpatrick







Jim Fay

H (1) Minutes

The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee meeting of 24th May 2010 (as amended reflecting attendance of Cllr M. Duff) were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

Correspondence 
Correspondence from Bank of Ireland in relation to the Arts Collection was noted

H (2) Update on Ballyroan Library Project
The County Librarian, Georgina Byrne updated the committee on the proposed Ballyroan Library Project, including notification of approval of grant funding of 50% of the project cost of €4.2m, an outline of the proposed timelines and the requirement to treat as a new build as opposed to a refurbishment project.  Ms. Byrne advised of the proposed restoration of an existing Maud Cotter mural and reference to stained glass work in neighbouring church as part of the 1 % for Arts and of proposals to reopen the new facility with a Sean Keating exhibition. 
Ms Byrne responded to queries raised in relation to the proposed timelines and relocation / alternatives for continuation of the existing service during construction. 
H (3) Update on Innovation Dublin 2010 

Ms Byrne outlined the very varied schedule of events which have been arranged for the forthcoming Innovation Dublin 2010 between 10th and 21st November 2010, including the prestigious TEDx Tallaght (Ideas Worth Spreading) which is the first Irish Local Authority event of this kind, Innovators of tomorrow, Ryan Academy, South Dublin Dragons, and Play to Stage premier performance.
The committee congratulated Ms Byrne, Ms Ni Dhomhnaill and the County Manager on the quality of the schedule of planned events and wished them well with the festival. 
H (4) Update on Consultation on Arts Strategy

The County Arts Officer Ms Orla Scanner presented a report on the consultation process currently being undertaken in relation to development of a new Arts Strategy 2011 – 2015.  To date 100 participants have shared their views through focus groups, ongoing on-line presence  and an arts consultation -seminars . The closing date for submissions is 10th October 2010

Ms Scannell outlined the many benefits which have already presented from the consultation process and it is expected that a draft strategy will be available in the New Year.

H (5) Connect Educate 
Mr Ronan Herron Connect eChampion presented a full report on the Connect School  Project which is being undertaken in St Aidan’s Community School in Brookfield.   This project is in its fifth and final year.

The presentation covered the following main areas:

· Background and Aims

· Partners

· Implementation

· Content and training

· Evaluation and recommendations

· Impact of project

· Snapshot of content

The committee commended Mr. Herron, Mr. Horan and the Council for pressing forward with this initiative back in 2005 and recommended that the initiative be rolled out on a national basis.    
Mr. Herron responded to queries raised in relation to 

· capital and current costs, 

· resource investment from partners , 

· cost of Farrell Sparks Grant evaluation,

· implications of required material and software updates, 

· interaction between students (hits), 

· taking home policy 

· challenges in developing a model for possible roll out 
· presentation / support / buyin of joint Oireachtas Committee on Education
The meeting concluded at  6.45pm

