COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee dealing with Community, Housing, Corporate Services & Libraries and Environment Business held on 26th October, 2010 at 3:40p.m.

	Cllr. T. Delaney

	Cllr. R. Dowds

	Cllr T. Gilligan

	Cllr. C. Jones

	Cllr. D. Keating

	Cllr. G. Kenny

	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. M. McDonagh

	Cllr. G. O’Connell

	Cllr. T. Ridge 

	Cllr. E. Tuffy


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Tuffy presided.  
The Committee congratulated Councillor T. Ridge on achieving 25 years service as a Councillor in Dublin County Council and South Dublin County Council.
OFFICIALS PRESENT:

	T. Walsh
	Director of Corporate Services & Libraries

	G. Byrne
	County Librarian

	D. Finch, L. Magee
	Senior Engineers

	A. Jacob, W. Sheils, H. Hogan, M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officers

	T. Shanahan
	Administrative Officer

	N. Fitzgibbon, E Colgan
	Senior Staff Officers

	J. Walsh
	A/Senior Staff Officer

	A. McGee
	A/Staff Officer

	M. Heffernan
	Assistant Staff Officer Assigned


LC/977/10   H-I (1) CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES


Item ID: 25070
The Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee dealing with Environment, Community, Housing, Corporate and Libraries Services Business held on 28th September, 2010, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Meeting held on 28th September, 2010, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
COMMUNITY
LC/978/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 and 2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/979/10 FUNDING FOR THE ADAMSTOWN COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
Item ID: 25285
QUESTION (1) 

 Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on the operation, activities and funding of the Adamstown Community Partnership?

REPLY:

What is Adamstown Community Partnership?

“Adamstown Community Partnership is a facilitation group that meets regularly to discuss matters that relate to community Development in Adamstown.

Who is represented?

Cross - sectoral stakeholders are represented. Core participants to date include South Dublin County Council and the Adamstown Developers. Other participants include school principals, church leaders, Gardai, property management agents and Representatives of sporting clubs.

What are the objectives of Adamstown Community Partnership?

The primary objective is to foster a sense of community identity and belonging in Adamstown and to support the growth of a balanced, equitable and inclusive community. This will enrich the living experience for residents within the community.

In addition it is important to integrate Adamstown into the existing social fabric of the surrounding Lucan Area, and nurture the growth of its wider identity and perception within modern Ireland as a whole.

What does Adamstown Partnership Do?

Adamstown Community Partnership is overarching. while its primary objectives are strategic it can also facilitate the coordination of significant day - to - day issues arising between participants. The Partnership does not seek to duplicate or replace the roles of individual members. It is effective through informing and shaping the work of participants in their respective areas.

Achievements to Date

Relationships have been established between key stakeholders; there has been ongoing cooperation among members particularly in relation to community events, education and infrastructure provision; attention has been given to matters of community building and community identity; and a sense of common vision has emerged.

Next steps must seek to protect the culture of co-operation and vision that has emerged by sustaining on-going dialogue and actions. The Partnership will also seek to facilitate ongoing engagement with the community.

Available Resources

Adamstown Community Partnership does not have any financial resources in its own right. Notwithstanding this there are resources that can be drawn upon to support the objectives of the Adamstown Community Partnership. Next steps will also take cognisance of available resources and seek to make best use of resources.”
LC/980/10 WATERSPORTS CLUBS IN THE LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA

Item ID: 25286
Question (2):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager if the Community Services Department and/or County Sports Partnership have had any engagement with watersports or kayaking/canoeing clubs in the Lucan and Clondalkin electoral areas with a view to opening-up opportunities for children and young people to engage in water-sports as part of this council's ongoing efforts of to promote pro-social behaviour?”
REPLY: 

“SDCSP doesn't usually get directly involved in leading programmes targeting young people for pro social behaviours. This is currently carried out by the Development Officers of Co. Dublin VEC, area Youth Services and local community organisations. The role of the SDCSP is to facilitate the development of links with local resources such as sports clubs and if possible provide some financial assistance towards activities. We shall contact the watersports clubs in the area to discuss.

South County Dublin Leisure Services, the council's amenity management company, provides canoeing activity during the summer months on the river Liffey as part of their outdoor activities programme. The programme includes Archery, Rock Climbing, Orienteering and Canoeing and is based at the Clondalkin Pool.  They operate the canoeing element from a small facility on the river bank opposite the Spa Hotel. The feasibility of running a 2011 programme is under review.”

LC/981/10 HEADED ITEM (2)





        Item ID: 25077
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no Business under this heading.

LC/982/10 HEADED ITEM (3)






Item ID: 25071
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
Application for Arts Contribution

“Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	County Dublin VEC (Collinstown Sports Complex) Neilstown Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
	Contribution towards providing Arts Workshops for a Christmas Event. 
	04/10/10
	€200


Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the contributions as recommended in the foregoing report.”

LC/983/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 


Item ID 25072
COR (1)

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS






Item ID: 25153
LC/984/10 MOT (1) PALMERSTOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee resolves that, after years of unacceptable delays, it is a priority for this Committee to do everything it can to bring the Palmerstown Community Centre Project to a conclusion before summer 2011, requests the Manager to use all measures open to him, including the commitment of required Council financial and other resources and the planning enforcement powers, if appropriate, available to him to have the required construction and fitting out works implemented, and to ask the Manager to make an updated report on the matter at the September meeting of the ACM.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“South Dublin County Council officials were invited by Palmerstown Community Council to attend a meeting on 27th April 2010.  At that meeting, the Community Council informed the officials that it had engaged a private architect to advise on works required and layout options for the proposed community facility. The Council officials were asked for their views on various issues and advised the PCC accordingly.

The PCC was to arrange to meet again with the developer concerned to see if the matter could be progressed, and undertook to revert to SDCC following their meeting with the developer. There has been no contact between the PCC and SDCC until Monday 20th September, 2010. 

The Council was informed by phone that a deal had been proposed by the developer that would secure the completion of the community facility at the shopping centre on condition that the Council would supply the furniture and fittings required. The caller, representing Palmerstown Community Council, indicated that if the Council made a commitment to supply the furniture, then the Community Council would make a significant financial contribution from their own funds towards the cost of the completion of the construction work required, and that the developer would contribute the balance.

The Council has asked the Community Council to specify what they require and the associated costings / quotations. The Community Council promised to e-mail those details to the relevant official. When these details are submitted, they will be assessed, and it is hoped that the Council will be in a position to respond in a positive manner.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, D. Keating and G. O’Connell, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting of the Area Committee.
LC/985/10 MOT (2) SWIMMING POOL FOR LUCAN AREA



Item ID: 25149
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the long-awaited and planned Swimming Pool for the Lucan area. In the light of years of effort and representations by the Lucan community and Lucan Public Representatives, including many Motions passed by the Council and Area Committees in pursuit of this water leisure facility, and the Manager's efforts to provide a Swimming Pool for Lucan, that the Manager would report on his most recent efforts and discussions with the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and the Department's response to our most recent request for funding through the Swimming Pool Programme, and what alternative initiatives, including possible joint ventures can be explored to deliver a Lucan Swimming Pool.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year Rolling Capital Programme under the category “projects planned” 

The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport has not yet formally indicated to the Council when it expects to re-open its swimming pool programme which has been closed since July 2008.

The Department of the Environment by circular letter LG /03/ 08 dated 2/4/08 required each Local Authority to carry out a comprehensive audit of all arts, community and sports facilities within its area, this audit has been completed and returned to the Department.

The Community Department has embarked on this route to assist in the wider exercise of putting in place a more strategic approach to provision of facilities generally and ensure the development of necessary sports facilities throughout the country.

In the meantime, the Community Department has forwarded to the Department its Water Leisure Strategy Review to support the Council’s strategic view in this County.

The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced.

Following any announcement of the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme the Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to the project. In this regard the Department has stated that "No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the programme".

In addition there may be further financial challenges with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which may negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.

It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these challenges before fully assessing this project further.

Community Department is committed to the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan but can only do so within the resources available. So far, we have not been able to identify any alternative sources of finance to fund this project.

The proposals submitted by the developers for the provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown are still under active consideration and discussion with the relevant Council officials.  A meeting between the developers and the relevant Council officials took place earlier in the Summer. Following that meeting, the developers undertook to do some further research on the matter.

The members will be kept informed of developments.”

It was AGREED to take Motion 4 in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy in conjunction with the above Motion:

MOT (4) PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL IN LUCAN



Item ID: 25154
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That this Committee re-affirms and will not give up on its commitment to the provision of a public Swimming Pool in Lucan, condemns unequivocally the decision, supported by all the Coalition parties and members including FF, Green and Independent Dáil Deputies representing Lucan, to abandon, after the relevant Government Department had led this Committee and the Council "up the garden path " for years, including the years of the dear departed Celtic Tiger,  by giving repeated written replies referring to the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme, the scheme of financial  support for Local Authority Swimming Pools, recognises that this betrayal of the Lucan Swimming Pool Project, combined with the collapse in Development Levy income to the Council makes it very difficult for the Manager to raise the necessary finance for a Swimming Pool Project, nevertheless requests the Manager to meet with Lucan EA Councillors to discuss and explore any options that might be open to the Council, and the community of Lucan, to bring a Lucan Swimming Pool project to fruition.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year Rolling Capital Programme under the category “projects planned” 

The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport has not yet formally indicated to the Council when it expects to re-open its swimming pool programme which has been closed since July 2008.

The Department of the Environment by circular letter LG /03/ 08 dated 2/4/08 required each Local Authority to carry out a comprehensive audit of all arts, community and sports facilities within its area, this audit has been completed and returned to the Department.

The Community Department has embarked on this route to assist in the wider exercise of putting in place a more strategic approach to provision of facilities generally and ensure the development of necessary sports facilities throughout the country.

In the meantime, the Community Department has forwarded to the Department its Water Leisure Strategy Review to support the Council’s strategic view in this County.

The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced.

Following any announcement of the re-opening of the Swimming Pool Programme the Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to the project. In this regard the Department has stated that "No decision has been taken on the timing of a new round of the programme".

In addition there may be further financial challenges with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which may negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.

It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these challenges before fully assessing this project further.

Community Department is committed to the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan but can only do so within the resources available. So far, we have not been able to identify any alternative sources of finance to fund this project.

The proposals submitted by the developers for the provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown are still under active consideration and discussion with the relevant Council officials.  A meeting between the developers and the relevant Council officials took place earlier in the Summer. Following that meeting, the developers undertook to do some further research on the matter.

The members will be kept informed of developments.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating and E. Tuffy, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

The reports were NOTED and Councillor D. Keating and Councillor E. Tuffy requested that their respective Motions 2 and 4 be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with COMMUNITY Business.

LC/986/10 MOT (3) SUCCESS AND POPULARITY OF MARKET STALLS AT LUCAN FESITVAL










Item ID: 25004
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That this Committee, noting the success and popularity of the market stalls during the Lucan Festival, directs the Manager to actively pursue and support the establishment of a permanent weekly outdoor market in Lucan Village in conjunction with local business interests.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Lucan Weir Park is not considered to be suitable for use as a site for an outdoor 'farmers market' for the following reasons. 

Sites used for 'farmers markets' require vehicular access to enable vendors bring in their stalls, produce and, in some instances, generators to provide power for the operation of the stall.. There is no public access to the site for vehicles and any prospective vendors would have to carry their stall and goods onto the site prior to setting up. This would entail parking in the Village which is covered by a Pay & Display parking system which would present further issues, in particular for vehicles with trailers. 

The location is somewhat removed from the main centre of commercial activity in the village and is not on a route frequented by shoppers. The success of a 'farmers market' is highly dependent on location and volumes of  pedestrian traffic. Despite efforts to establish 'farmers markets' in two prominent locations in Tallaght, both frequented by pedestrians,  the recent experience has highlighted the difficulties in establishing and maintaining the critical mass necessary for a successful 'farmers market'. 

Any proposals for such a farmer's market in the Lucan area will be considered in the context of government policy and guidelines and taking into account specific local circumstances.”

Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and E. Tuffy, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
HOUSING
LC/987/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 3 to 6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/988/10 TIDY-UP OF LOCKED AREA BETWEEN LINDISFARNE AVENUE & LINDISFARNE SHOP, CLONDALKIN








Item ID: 24983
Question (3):

Councillor R. Dowds
“To ask the Manager to tidy up the locked area between 1 Lindisfarne Avenue and the Lindisfarne shop, Clondalkin?”
REPLY:

“The area of land in question has been gated for several years but the Council nevertheless cleaned it up on a number of occasions since 2007.  

Unfortunately however the Council no longer has funds for carrying out works of this nature and accordingly it will not be possible to clean up this laneway at this time.”

LC/989/10 TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION AT BALLYOWEN LANE, LUCAN
Item ID: 25287
Question (4):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to provide an update on any consultations carried-out and any plans or strategies being progressed for both the redevelopment of traveller accommodation at Ballyowen Lane, Lucan and development of the adjoining vacant lands, adjacent to Droim Na Coille Estate, which remain the subject of dumping and anti-social behaviour?”
REPLY:

“The Traveller Accommodation Unit, Housing Department have had consultations with the residents of Ballyowen Lane Residential Caravan Park in relation to the redevelopment of the area over a number of years.   Initial indications are that the residents are more in favour of an overall refurbishment of the site rather than a provision of group housing or any other redevelopment proposals.  It is intended to revisit the discussions early in the new year, and in the meantime the Unit are proposing to provide for an initial upgrade of the services provision at the RCP by applying to the ESB to provide for direct billing meters to each unit to replace the card meters currently there. The Unit will also apply to an Bord Gais to upgrade their service provision in conjunction with the ESB upgrade.

The Traveller Accommodation Unit has also discussed the issue of the surrounding land including the berms placed at the rear of the site adjacent to Drom na Coille with the local Estate Management Officer and have agreed to consider remedial works at this location to prevent incidences of anti social behaviour when plans are being drawn up for the refurbishment of the site.

The Traveller Unit will inform the Councillor directly in the event that discussions have reached a consensus on proposed works for the RCP and proposed plans for the redevelopment will be brought before the Area Committee as appropriate.”
LC/990/10 NUMBER OF PEOPLE ON THE HOMELESS LIST IN LUCAN

Item ID: 25278
Question (5):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager the number of people form the Lucan Area Committee who are on the Homeless List and for an up to date report on

(A) The Council Policy on the provision of services for Homeless persons.

(B) The strategy to implement the policy?”
REPLY:

“South Dublin County Council currently has 53 applicants registered as homeless from the Lucan/Clondalkin area.  Of these, 11 became homeless from the Lucan area specifically.  

The vision contained in the Homeless Agency’s Action Plan 2007 – 2010 is the ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the end of 2010.  This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:

-     The prevention of homelessness

-     The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local authority areas

-     The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate supports as required

In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy, Pathway to Home , the Homeless Persons Unit which is located in the City Centre and provides an assessment and placement service to the 4 Dublin local authorities on an agency basis will shortly cease to operate those functions.  From the cessation date onwards all persons presenting as homeless will have to call to the relevant Council and will be assessed and, where necessary, placed in temporary supported accommodation by that Council.  South Dublin County Council has established a Homeless Unit of experienced staff members to assess and specifically address the needs of homeless persons who present to the Council.

While it is the intention that all temporary supported accommodation for homeless persons should be situated locally within their own County, it is recognised that this is not possible in the short term and some of the existing emergency accommodation currently in use in the City will continue for some time while facilities are provided in the other Counties.  The Council is actively seeking to progress the provision of temporary supported accommodation in the Tallaght and Clondalkin areas in particular.

A suitable property has been identified by the Council in the Liscarne area of Clondalkin for such use.  A Part VIII consultation process has taken place and the Manager’s Report on the proposal was deferred at the October Council meeting for further consideration at the meeting of South Dublin County Council to be held on 8th November 2010.

It is also an aim that temporary accommodation is returned to its original intended use of being short term support for homeless persons and to this end to move all persons residing in such accommodation to mainstream housing within 6 months.  To enable the achievement of this aim, the Department of  the Environment, Heritage and Local Government(DoEHLG) has provided two targeted schemes to address the long term housing needs of people progressing from emergency accommodation to independent living.  The schemes are known as Support to Live Independently (SLI) and Homeless RAS / Leasing  Initiatives.  In the case of SLI accommodation, low to medium supports will be provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general support service which the DoEHLG and Homeless Agency are in the process of procuring.  The RAS / Leasing option will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.  Tenants allocated housing under the schemes will be required to pay a rent based on the Council’s Differential Rent Scheme.

 The DoEHLG has indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation.

 The Council is fully committed to implementation of the Homeless Strategy.  It will continue to develop the provision of local responses to meet the needs of homeless applicants within the Council’s administrative area and has set up a dedicated team from within existing resources.”

LC/991/10 PROVISION OF A PUBLIC PARK IN BALGADDY, LUCAN

Item ID: 25290
Question (6):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager for a progress report on the project to provide a public park with playground and MUGA area in Balgaddy?”
REPLY:

“At its meeting held on 13/09/2010 South Dublin County Council approved the Report under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 for the proposed scheme to construct a new public park and other associated landscape works at Meile an Ri and Tor an Ri,  Balgaddy. 

Preparatory works are well underway for the removal of construction and domestic waste from the site, the relocation of hardcore on site , the re-grading of the entire site and relocation of top soil mounds to create a smooth surface ready for installation of the park.

Tender documents are currently being prepared in respect of the construction of the playground and MUGA.

Construction of the footpaths is currently in progress and kerbing works are due to be carried out within the next month.  The sowing of wild flowers is due to be carried out within the next month and the trees will be planted during the planting season in November/December.  The project is due to completion by the end of 2010.”

LC/992/10 HEADED ITEM (4)





        Item ID: 25080
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/993/10 HEADED ITEM (5)






Item ID: 24838
REPORT ON DRAFT ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY
The following report was presented by Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer:
“The Council’s current Anti Social Policy document was adopted by the Members in 2005.  A subgroup of the previous Housing and Social SPC was established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour document.   The aim of the review was to strengthen the enforcement powers and procedures available to South Dublin County Council to deal with Anti Social Behaviour having regard to the changing profile of our local communities. 

Since the establishment of the sub committee The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 has been commenced and it now requires each Housing Authority to draw up and adopt An Anti Social Behaviour Strategy in respect of 

Dwellings let by the Housing Authority to tenants under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2009 

Dwellings in which relevant purchasers reside 

Sites for the Accommodation of Travellers 

Dwellings covered by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 

Dwellings which are the subject of long term leasing by the Council 

The significant anti-social behaviour provisions in the 2009 Act came into operation on 1 December 2009, as provided for in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 (Commencement) Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 449 of 2009) primarily:

Section 35 of the Act, requires the elected members of each housing authority to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy within one year of the commencement of the section, that is to say, by 30 November 2010. The strategy must set out measures to promote good estate management and co-operation with other bodies, such as the Gardaí, that have a role to play in combating anti-social behaviour

 Items 1(a) and 5 of Part 5 of Schedule 2, amending the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, to extend the definition of "anti-social behaviour" to cover graffiti and damage to property, and to apply existing anti-social behaviour provisions, including the power to exchange information about housing applicants or beneficiaries engaged in anti-social behaviour, to a broader range of social accommodation, including accommodation provided through rental arrangements. 

Set out below is the link to the new legislation for information 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/RHLegislation/FileDownLoad,21568,en.pdf

The draft strategy was widely circulated to  interested parties, agencies and service providers for observations and submissions.  Four written submissions have been received to date as follows: 

A      The Superintendent at Clondalkin Garda Station

B      Focus Ireland 

C      Mercy Law Centre on behalf of The Ballymun Community Law Centre, Cross Care, Focus Ireland, The Public Interest Law Alliance, The Irish Traveller Movement and the NorthSide Community Law Centre.

D      Circle Housing Association

The Council places value on these submissions and while it is not proposed to adopt all of the recommendations made, some valuable contributions will be taken on board and incorporated in the final strategy document.  In particular the suggestion from Clondalkin Gardai that the role of the Community Safety Forum be expanded to provide a facility whereby confidentiality / anonymity might be provided to residents bringing forward information about Estate Management issues. 

It is also proposed to furnish the Gardaí periodically with information regarding trends in Anti Social Behaviour to assist them in the preparation of their Annual Policing Plans.  

The recommendation of the Superintendent that awareness of the impact of the powers conferred on both the Gardaí and the local authority by the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997 be heightened will be taken on board.

It is envisaged that greater input will be required from the Gardaí where legal actions are being taken against the perpetrators of Anti Social Behaviour under legislation other than section 62 of the Housing Act 1966 where evidence will have to be given to the Courts in order to obtain eviction orders.  This change in approach is necessitated by the successful challenges which were taken against proceedings by several Local Authorities on the basis that the defendant tenants were not afforded the opportunity of being heard or to take part in the proceedings thereby contravening their rights under the European Convention on Human Rights.  

A mechanism will be put in place to ensure that the Gardaí are notified of the granting of excluding orders against occupants of dwellings as distinct from the tenants thereof, perhaps through the various Garda district offices.

Reference will be made in the final document to the importance which the Council attaches to such initiatives as the Garda Diversion Programme and to the exploration of Restorative Justice as a means of redressing the detrimental effects of anti social behaviour on communities.

All of the submissions received placed great store on the importance of early intervention in combating Anti Social Behaviour.  Such interventions can arise primarily from the effective exchange of information between agencies such as the Council, The Gardaí, external social workers, schools, Community Workers and Youth workers.  It must be acknowledged that currently, case conferences involving all of these parties occur only when family behaviour is at or near crisis point but it is hoped that consultations involving some of the named parties may be arranged, presenting less of a logistical challenge.  The Council’s social work team have stressed that early intervention will invariably involve young people, who, through their actions put the tenancies of their parents’ at risk.  The team believes that its tenancy sustainment staff can be at the forefront of coordinating and monitoring the establishment of interagency groups to address the behaviour of such young people.

The Strategy Document will reaffirm the Council’s commitment to the continued provision of pro social measures to prevent and ameliorate the effects of Anti Social Behaviour in the various communities that comprise South Dublin County.  The various clinics held around the County which are facilitated jointly by Council staff and Gardaí, the specially dedicated allocations support staff, the Council’s Welfare Service, the community safety fora and the various services provided at Community Centres around the County all contribute in this regard.  Major investments have been made by the Council and other state agencies in supporting communities affected by various forms of deprivation through such schemes as the RAPID Programme.  The result is that no community can claim to have been abandoned by the State or its agency as a justification for unacceptable behaviour.  

The Strategy will affirm the Council’s commitment to supporting tenant and members of their family who lapse in their behaviour as citizens.  A system of escalating actions will be utilized as part of an enforcement regime geared towards eradicating unacceptable behaviour or alternatively to removing errant tenants or subtenants from our communities.  It should be noted however that while the Council is usually prepared to give such persons every chance to mend their ways, cases will arise where the Council will seek to remove tenants immediately in the interest of protecting other members of the community.  

The Council has recently engaged in protracted consultation with the Data Protection Commissioner about the retention of records on the Council’s Anti Social Database and in particular about the retention of such records relating to the behaviour of minors.  It is proposed to enunciate the Council’s policy in this regard in the new strategy with a commitment to retaining records of Anti Social Behaviour by minors to the minimum possible particularly in the case of isolated incidents.

 Here under are three links to the four written submissions received.

Link to Garda Superintendent Submission:

R:\ANTI SOCIAL 2010\ASB Strategy\Garda Siochanna Submission.tif

Link to Focus Ireland Submission:

R:\ANTI SOCIAL 2010\ASB Strategy\Focus Ireland submission.tif

Link to Mercy Law Centre Submission:

R:\ANTI SOCIAL 2010\ASB Strategy\SDCC ASB Submission Mercy resource Law centre Sept 2010.doc

Link to Circle Housing Association Submission

R:\ANTI SOCIAL 2010\ASB Strategy\Circle Housing submission SDCC.doc

The document is currently being redrafted to take account of many of the aforementioned matters and it is considered that this draft strategy contains a good blueprint for how the Council will deal with Anti Social Behaviour in the future in a multi-faceted way.  The valuable working relationships which have been cultivated with the Gardaí and the HSE will be utilised to the full so as to deal effectively with the serious cases which the Council is presented with.  

Experience has shown that a multi agency approach produces the most positive outcomes when dealing with complicated cases where anti social behaviour is often a symptom of underlying dysfunctionality within families.  All too often the obvious solution of eviction may not be the best solution in the interest of all family members.

The first step in the coordinated and collaborative approach to serious anti social incidents, which is being implemented, involves ensuring that all sections and departments of the Council are fully involved and engaged in finding solutions to the numerous problem cases which arise annually.

The Council is now adopting a very tough attitude to tenants or sub-tenants who show unwillingness to engage in a meaningful way with it or other agencies incorporating a regime of warnings whereby a Verbal Warning will be followed by a Written Warning and subsequently Notice to Quit and proceedings in the Civil Courts if initial responses are not considered adequate and genuine.

It must also be noted that the responsibility for the reception and placement of homeless persons coming from South Dublin now rests fully with the Council.  These changes require us to take a more strategic approach to eviction and dealing with those who end up homeless as a result of such action.  Accordingly we propose to strengthen areas of intervention with problematic tenants within the powers provided for in current legislation, both before and after the ultimate sanction of eviction is invoked.   In this regard we are endeavoring to include a process/protocol whereby persons rendered homeless through eviction will be required to adhere to behavioural norms before being rehoused in conventional type accommodation.   

The Council is consulting widely with approved housing bodies who we hope will be in a position to play a major role in achieving the aforementioned objectives and in line with the proposed Local Authority Assessment & Placement Operational Plan for the Dublin Region.

In relation to meeting the deadline required under the legislation it is proposed to bring a report on the draft strategy to the three area committees this month before presenting it to the full Council in November.”

Following contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, G. O’Connell, R. Dowds, C. Jones, T. Delaney and T. Gilligan, Mr. H. Hogan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/994/10 HEADED (6)







item ID: 25323
ANTI-SOCIAL QUARTERLY STATISTICS
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA FOR 3rd  QUARTER JULY –  SEPTEMBER 2010.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The table below provides statistical analysis of reported anti social activity in the Lucan/ Clondalkin area on a quarterly basis.  In the 3rd   quarter of 2010, a total of 32 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded and 497 actions were taken. In the 3rd  quarter there were 890 working files Countywide.

Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 

R:\ANTI SOCIAL DOCUMENTS\ASB Policy OCT 06.doc
	 Incidents reported
	3rd Qtr 2009
	4th  Qtr 2009
	1st Qtr 2010
	2nd Qtr 2010
	3rd Qtr 2010

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	5
	 0
	5
	5
	1

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	0
	 1
	4
	5
	1

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	0
	 0
	1
	0
	0

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC
	44
	 11
	23
	14
	7

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	0
	 4
	0
	1
	2

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	10
	 11
	5
	0
	0

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	16
	 5
	5
	3
	2

	Racism reported to SDCC
	0
	 1
	0
	0
	0

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	6
	 3
	6
	3
	2

	Neighbour Dispute reported to SDCC
	7
	 4
	2
	1
	2

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	24
	 5
	7
	10
	11

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	6
	 0
	2
	2
	0

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	5
	 1
	3
	5
	4

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Incidents reported to SDCC
	123
	 46
	63
	49
	32

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Complaints
	156
	 58
	82
	87
	71

	Actions
	942
	 727
	832
	826
	497

	Housecall
	276
	 214
	278
	296
	167

	House Inspections
	0
	 0
	0
	1
	0

	Formal Office Interviews
	88
	 81
	82
	76
	47

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	202
	 146
	164
	194
	152

	Referred to HWO
	4
	 5
	4
	6
	4

	Referred to EHO
	8
	 4
	8
	2
	2

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	 1
	0
	0
	0

	Referred to Mediation
	4
	 1
	0
	2
	7

	Garda Consultation
	77
	 57
	59
	49
	15

	Other SDCC section consulted
	140
	 108
	103
	98
	43

	Health Services Consultation 
	19
	 10
	5
	6
	4

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	0
	 0
	0
	1
	O

	Case Conference - Internal
	1
	 0
	0
	0
	1

	Verbal Warning given
	4
	 9
	10
	5
	4

	Warning Letter issued
	13
	 11
	0
	0
	1

	Abandonment Notice Served
	1
	 2
	1
	1
	0

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	 1
	1
	1
	0

	Notice to Quit Served
	1
	 0
	2
	1
	0

	Demand for Possession Served
	0
	 0
	1
	1
	0

	Excluding Order sought / obtained by Tenant 
	18
	 1
	0
	0
	1

	House Surrendered
	8
	 5
	7
	7
	3

	Sitexed House
	2
	 0
	5
	3
	0

	 Letter for interview
	53
	 38
	57
	37
	26

	File reopened
	7
	 5
	8
	11
	12

	Court date
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0

	Did not attend for interview
	0
	 11
	24
	10
	6

	Section 15 requested
	16
	 17
	11
	15
	2

	Tenant transferred
	0
	 0
	1
	0
	0

	FOI report issued
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	0

	Homeless check
	0
	 0
	1
	0
	0

	Referred to law dept
	0
	 0
	0
	3
	0

	Total actions
	942
	 727
	832
	826
	497


The Council, through the office of its Estate Management Team, hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following locations:  

	Clinic Name
	Address of Clinic
	Days Held
	Time of Clinic

	Clondalkin 
	Civic Offices, Clondalkin
	Every Thurs
	10 am – 11am

	Ronanstown
	Ronanstown CYC
	Every Tues
	11.30am – 1pm


Members of the public are encouraged to utilise these clinics for the purpose of discussing housing related matters including incidents of anti social behaviour in respect of which all such matters are treated with confidentiality. The clinics are attended by the Allocations Support  Officers for the area and the local Community Garda.”
LC/995/10 HEADED ITEM (7)





Item ID: 25179
NEW ALLOCATION PROCESS 
The following report was presented by Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer:
“The Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government granted approval to South Dublin to operate two pilot schemes namely CBLS (choice based letting scheme) and the ASH (applicant’s sourced housing) in support of the Social Housing Leasing Initiative which commenced in June 2010. The two pilot schemes represent a new and exciting method in the allocation and provision of social housing to persons on the housing list.  

The Social Housing Leasing Initiative is in the early stages of development and implementation.

In order to deliver the schemes in a fair and equitable manner and to give housing applicants maximum opportunity as well as staff the ability to deal with applications it was decided to roll out the schemes in manageable tranches. To date 300 applicants on the 3 bed housing list have been contacted with full information on both schemes and requested to submit a preference for either option.

The ASH (Applicant Sourced Homes) programme gives housing applicants the opportunity to source their own home which, subject to suitability of the property and agreement with the property owner, will be leased by the Council.  In this instance the applicant sources a suitable home and determines that the landlord would be interested in entering into a long term lease with the Council.  They inform the Council of the details and we then enter into an examination of the property for standards, BER rating and lease rent.  If suitable then the house is leased by the Council and the applicant housed there for the duration of the lease.  When the lease expires we will guarantee to re-house the tenant in the vicinity should they still be in need of housing. 

An Information Booklet (pdf document) outlining the opportunity  for property owners for making properties available to a local authority under the initiative was published an advertised by the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency. A follow up national newspaper advertisement was carried out in August 2010. The scheme is also outlined on the Council’s website together with an outline FAQ. for landlords who may be interested in the scheme. 

To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 250 properties which are at various stages of assessment and inspection for suitability for inclusion in the scheme.

If an applicant is not interested in pursuing a house under the ASH system then they will have to await a vacancy in the normal Council Stock.  However as it is taking a long time to let these houses under the normal system of offer and wait for an acceptance before going to the next on the list we have introduced a Choice Based Letting as a means of speeding up the allocation of these houses.  From now on we will be advertising vacant units on a regular basis and asking suitable applicants on the housing list to express an interest in them if they are willing to accept an offer of them.  The applicant that is longest on the housing list will be allocated the property.

To date we have advertised 6 vacant three bedroom dwellings in the Clondalkin area. Of these 3 have been tenanted with the remaining 3 reserved for prospective tenants and relet repairs underway. There were no such vacancies in the Lucan area

Some small number of our own stock will continue to be allocated directly by Housing Staff on the grounds of good Estate Management, Priority Cases and in respect of transfers.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating, C. Jones, G. Kenny and T. Gilligan, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
LC/996/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 


Item ID 25074
COR (2)

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS






Item ID: 25155
LC/997/10 MOT (5) ROAD SAFETY IN THE BALGADDY AREA
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
“That this Committee acknowledges that the concerns of residents of the Balgaddy area about the safety of residents, especially children, on the roads in the area, including Balgaddy Road itself and the immediate area around Méile an Rí View and Méile an Rí Crescent, are well based on experience of actual incidents including the recent one involving a child and a car, and requests the Manager to allocate the necessary resources, in the context of implementing the Mayor's Initiative, to implementing traffic management and other measures, along Balgaddy Road and by the installation of bollards to reduce the number of through rotes to Méile an Rí View and Crescent, following appropriate consultation with representatives of residents and An Garda Síochana, to improve pedestrian safety.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Estate Management Section, Housing Department will investigate the possibility of erecting some bollards in the area to help alleviate various estate management issues which have been raised by residents over recent months.  However, the traffic calming measures requested  will require monitoring, investigation and input from the Roads and Traffic Department and the Gardai. 

The location of bollards in the area can only be approved, provided they do not block access for the emergency services to units within this development.

The Housing Department is currently in the process of handing over this estate to the Road's Department so that it can be included as part of their maintenance programme.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. Kenny and T. Ridge, Mr. H. Hogan and Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officers responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the Area Committee.

LC/998/10 MOT (6) PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENT PLANNED FOR HOUSING IN KILCRONAN COURT, CLONDAKLIN








Item ID: 24878
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge
“That the Housing Manager presents an updated report on physical improvements planned for the new housing in Kilcronan Court and also concerning the suggested closure of the gap between Kilcronan Court and Kilcronan View, Clondalkin.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Discussions have taken place with NABCO, elected members for the area and local residents in relation to works required to deal with incidences of anti-social behaviour in this area.

The following works have been identified and scheduled to be carried out in the coming weeks:

1   1.3m high lockable Steel Gates to match existing railings will be erected at the front of recessed entrance doors at two locations on St Cuthbert’s Road    and three locations on Kilcronan Court which are being used as gathering points

2   Anti-climb steel cappings will be erected on nine entrance walls at one location on St Cuthbert’s Road and four locations on Kilcronan Court to prevent access to first floor units

3   The low wall outside the community room on Kilcronan Court, which is acting as a gathering point, will be removed and the surface reinstated

4   The steps from Kilcronan Court to Kilcronan View will be blocked off with a 1.8m high steel panel, the steps filled in and a 1.8m high steel panel and lockable gate will be erected at the gap between the end of the pedestrian ramp and the houses on Kilcronan Court to prevent this area being accessed by non-residents and used as a gathering point

5   The wall at the end of Kilcronan View being used as a gathering point will be removed and the surface reinstated

It is expected that these works will address the difficulties being experienced at this location.”

Following a contribution from Councillor R. Dowds, the report was NOTED.
LC/999/10 MOT (7) NUMBER OF HOUSING ALLOCATIONS IN CLONDALKIN
Item ID: 25045
It was proposed by Councillor T. Delaney and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager presents a report to this Committee on the very low number of housing allocations in Clondalkin this year considering the huge numbers on the housing list.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“South Dublin County Council has awarded 34 tenancies to Housing List applicants in 2010 up to 30/09/2010, of these 28 were casual vacancies and 6 new build dwellings.  At present there are 24 vacant dwellings in the Clondalkin area which will be tenanted shortly, there are also 6 new build dwellings which are expected for handover in 2010.  The Council has also awarded 22 transfers to alternative accommodation in the Clondalkin area in 2010.

Please note there were 55 casual vacancies tenanted in the Clondalkin area for 2009”

The report was NOTED and Councillor T. Delaney requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee dealing with HOUSING Business.
Bottom of Form

LC/1000/10 MOT (8) MAYOR’S INITATIVE FOR BALGADDY

Item ID: 25156
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee supports the Mayor's Initiative for Balgaddy, believes that the involvement of the Balgaddy Working Together Group and its associate Environmental Group is crucial to the success of the Initiative, and requests the Manager to confirm that the Initiative will continue as the basis for resource provision to Balgaddy, and requests him to provide an update report on actions already taken and a schedule for the implementation of other actions in the initiative.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“The Council will continue to work closely with the Balgaddy Working Together Group on a regular basis and is liaising with the newly formed Environmental Group in relation to their environmental issues.

The Mayor's Initiative continues successfully in Balgaddy and the works proposed thereunder are gradually coming to fruition.

Actions to date have included a major clean-up day on May 8th,  2010 which proved very successful and planting training workshops which took place in the Rosse Court Training Centre in March.  Residents used this training to carry out planting workshops with local residents in the estate on Saturday 12th June. A Family fun day was facilitated in August and attended by several hundred local residents.

The Community Department have been working with the group to discuss grants available and to establish their constitution. The Council is working closely with the Ronanstown Youth Service in preparation for their staff to move into the unit in Tor An Rí. It is intended that they will be in a position to operate from this unit over the coming weeks.

 The DOEHLG recently approved funding for a scheme to complete the public-realm works at Balgaddy.  The scheme proposed will include –

· A multi-use games area (MUGA) for teenagers 

· A children’s playground for younger children 

· Trees and planting opposite the completed dwellings including the neglected space at Méile an Rí View in Balgaddy B . 

· Paths, lights and planting to the edges of undeveloped sites. 

Hereunder is a link to the County Architect's report to the September meeting of the Council on the Part 8 process.”

http://intranet/cmas/documents/County%20Council/2010/September/September2010CountyCouncilMeeting/24695_HI%20(10)%20PART%208%20REPORT%20BALGADDY.doc
Bottom of Form

LC/1001/10 MOT (9) HOUSING CONDITIONS REPORTS CONDUCTED BY CARA HOUSING ASSOCIATION








Item ID: 25230
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to make available a copy of any recent Housing Conditions Reports conducted by CARA Housing Association with respects to units at Méile an Rí, Balgaddy and to present a report to this committee in response to the matters raised in the CARA reports.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“There were 5 proposed phases of construction in the Balgaddy Scheme overall. They were constructed by Gama Construction Ltd. as main Contractor. To date South Dublin County Council and Gama Construction have completed a Contract Conciliation process on three of the Balgaddy phases. Gama were required under the contract to address outstanding building faults in each phase and they have done this in the large majority of cases.  Due to other problems arising such as availability of Gama staff, emergency procedures, inability to address defects etc., some of the repairs have been carried out by South Dublin County Council maintenance staff and their contractors and this process is continuing.  The costs of these repairs have been offset against monies owing to Gama Construction under the contract.  

CARA Housing Association, who up to recently have been managing a block of 24 apartments on behalf of the Council in the Balgaddy B scheme, have recently notified the Council that they are winding up their Association and negotiations are taking place with Clúid Housing Association to take over management of the units. As part of these negotiations, Cluid are undertaking a survey of the units with a view to specifying and agreeing any remedial works necessary for this Council to undertake. The cost of any such repairs arising from contract defects will also be offset against monies owing to Gama Construction under the contract.  

The report referred to was independently commissioned by CARA Housing Association. As a document prepared by a firm of consultants for a third party, without any Council involvement, it is not possible to make a copy available as requested.”

LC/1002/10 MOT (10) REMOVAL OF CLAY MOUND AT FOXDENE/TÓR AN Rİ
Item ID: 24407
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Manager arranges to have the clay mound on the Foxdene/Tór an Rí side of the wall separating the Estates from the Adamstown Link Road removed.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“As part of the preparatory works in respect of the construction of a new public park and other associated landscape works at Meile an Ri and Tor an Ri, Balgaddy a substantial amount of the clay mounds have been removed.  All the clay from the area south of Tor an Ri and Meile an Ri has been removed and some clay has been taken from the area south of Foxdene.  However, the Part 8 Report for the scheme under the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-1007 as approved by the members at the September 2010 County Council Meeting urged caution regarding the creation of high mounds in this project to ensure public visibility and safety.  Consequently not all of the clay mounds south of Foxdene will be required for this scheme.”

Following a contribution by Councillor R. Dowds, Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES
LC/1003/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 7 to 9 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
LC/1004/10 COVERING COST OF VETTED ESCORTS ON SCHOOL BUSES

Item ID: 25288
QUESTION (7):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to write to the Minister for Education & Skills to request that funding be made available to cover the cost of vetted escorts on currently unsupervised school buses serving Esker Educate Together NS so as to address the serious concerns that exist over child protection given that infant pupils, many of whom have little or poor English language skills, are collected and dropped-off at unsupervised public locations throughout Lucan South?”
REPLY:

“If the question is approved the matter will be referred to the Minister for Education & Skills for her attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”
LC/1005/10 DESIGN TEAM FOR LUCAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE


Item ID: 25291
Question (8):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will write to the County Dublin VEC requesting information on the appointment of a Design Team for the approved extension to Lucan Community College?”
REPLY:
“If the question is approved the matter will be referred to the County Dublin VEC for their attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”

LC/1006/10 PROGRESS REPORT ON LIBRARY SERVICES IN PALMERSTOWN & NORTH CLONDALKIN








Item ID: 25292

Question (9)

Councillor E. Tuffy

“To ask the Manager if he will provide an updated report on progress towards the provision of Library Services in Palmerstown and North Clondalkin?”

REPLY:
The Libraries Department are committed to the provision of a Library/Digital Hub in the Palmerstown area and a library in Liffey Valley/North Clondalkin as outlined in the Library Development Plan 2007-2011. 

In order to progress such projects two important criteria need to be in place. Firstly, the identification of a suitable site for the Libraries/Digital Hub and secondly, a source of funding to deliver the projects to completion. 
The County Librarian is working on the identification of a suitable site for a Digital Hub in the Palmerstown area. The Libraries Department is always open to seizing opportunities that arise for the improvement of branch infrastructure but it is important that the space that is eventually decided on can accommodate the services envisaged for communities. 

A site at Manor Road in  Palmerstown was recently examined by the County Manager, County Architect and County Librarian with a view to its suitability as a public library location and was deemed unsuitable because:
·        The building had been used previously as a dry-cleaners with accommodation above and was in poor condition overall. Structurally, the opening out of the ground floor was suspect and dependent on one steel column linked to timber beams. The room in the roof space likewise raised issues of support and structural collar ties. 
·         It required complete rewiring and a new heating system. The narrow, deep plan was not suitable as a library and was dark and difficult to plan usefully. 
· The installation of a lift and internal public stairs as well as toilet provision would further erode the narrow plan footprint 

· The laneway to the side would make it difficult to open windows safely to that side 

· Car parking was limited and the site lay at the centre of a circuitous street pattern and was therefore not very visible and with limited footfall for a public facility 

· At a cost of €400,000.00 we would effectively have been purchasing a site. With building costs of up to €500,000.00 on top of that, we would be approaching a spend of one million euro for a small facility. 
The County Librarian, following on from consultation with the County Manager and County Architect has asked Eddie Conroy to identify other possible green field sites for the purposes of delivering a Library/Digital Hub for the communities of Palmerstown. This work is currently under way.
In the context of library services to the Clondalkin area the current planning application for an extension to the Liffey Valley Town Centre includes a new library serving the population of North Clondalkin, Palmerstown and Liffey Valley. Given its status as a Town Centre and the volume of customers it would attract, this location offers the potential to construct a purpose built regional library which will be capable of delivering a wide range of different services, using a multitude of media, to a growing population in the North West of the County. 

Bottom of Form

LC/1007/10 HEADED ITEM (8)





        Item ID: 25291
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

LC/1008/10 HEADED ITEM (9)






Item ID: 25076
LBIRARY NEWS & EVENTS
Library News & Events 

The following report was presented by Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian:
November 2010
Innovation Dublin 2010     10th-21st November
	“Innovation Dublin
	TEDX Tallaght 
	11th November at 7pm Rua Red

	Innovation Dublin
	The Changing Classroom
	17th November Dublin West Education Centre

	Innovation Dublin
	Become a Journalist for a Day
	16th November Echo Newspaper

	Innovation Dublin
	South Dublin Dragons
	17th November Council Chamber 

	Innovation Dublin
	Heritage Maps of South Dublin come alive
	www.southdublinlibraries.ie

	Innovation Dublin
	App-Ovation competition Launch
	10th November Rua Red

	Innovation Dublin
	Tomorrow’s Innovators Award Ceremony
	17th November Council Chamber

	Innovation Dublin
	Innovation on Demand
	15th November County Library

	Innovation Dublin
	Planning for Sustainable Communities
	18th November Rua Red

	Rua Red
	Seoladh Gaeilge I nGnó
	10th November Áras Chrónáin

	Innovation Dublin
	Do Business Do Good – social entrepreneurs in conversation
	17th November County Library

	Innovation Dublin
	Guided Tour of South Dublin’s Traffic Management System
	17th and 18th November 


	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Clondalkin
	Spanish Language Classes
	Monday’s from 6.30pm - 7.30pm

	 
	Irish Language Classes  
	Tuesday’s from 6.30pm - 7.30pm

	 
	Fas E Learning Workshops Booking Essential
	Wednesday’s at 10am – 12noon

	 
	Children’s Storytime All Welcome
	Wednesday’s at 3pm

	 
	Class Visit St Johns National School 5th & 6th class
	Thursday’s from 10am - 10.30am  

	 
	Class Visit St Johns National School 4th & 5th class
	Thursday’s from 1.30pm - 2pm

	 
	Fas E Learning Workshops Booking Essential
	Friday’s at 10am – 12noon

	 
	Class Visit Clondalkin Senior Montessori Visit
	Friday from 11am – 12noon  

	 
	Science Week Events Astronomy Ireland Class Visit 5th/6th class Booking Essential
	Monday 8th November at 10am

	 
	Science Week Events Dale Treadwell - Ecologist All welcome
	Monday 8th November at 3.30pm

	 
	Introduction to Spanish Culture
	Monday 8th November at 6.30pm

	 
	FIT – Fast Track to Information Technology
	Tuesday 9th November at 10.30am - 12noon tbc

	 
	Science Week Events Rapid Rockets/Deadly Moon Astronomy Workshops.  Class visit for 8 - 12yrs.  Booking Essential
	Tuesday 9th November at 11.30am

	 
	Social Inclusion Week Suicide + Self harm awareness talk-/John Quinn
	Wednesday 10th November at 7pm

	 
	Junior Book Club Return Visit – Author Maura ByrneNew Members Welcome
	Thursday 11th November at 5.30pm

	 
	Science Week Molecules with Pockets.  Class visit & booking essential
	Friday 12th November at 10am - 11.30am

	 
	Social Inclusion Week Felt Making Workshop for adults.  Booking Essential
	Saturday 13th November at 10am

	 
	Craftnoon Sessions - Craft Club for Adults-All Welcome
	Saturday 13th & 27th November from 10am – 12noon

	 
	Art & Crafts with Imelda
	Tuesday 16th November at 3pm

	 
	Adult Book Club New Members Welcome
	Thursday 25th November at 6.30pm

	 
	Housebound
	Friday 26th November  


For further information contact 4593315 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
 Follow Clondalkin Library on Facebook

 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook

 Follow us on twitter at sdcc libraries and stay in touch

November 2010
	Branch
	Events 
	Date

	Lucan
	Exhibition - Mixed Media by Ann Gilleece & friends
	Month of November

	 
	Class Visits All classes welcome Booking Necessary
	Monday – Thursday mornings

	 
	FÁS E Learning - Adult Computer Classes.  Booking necessary
	Mondays from 5.15pm -7.30pm 


	              
	French Conversation Class Class full
	Mondays from 6.45pm -8pm

	 
	FÁS E Learning - Adult Computer Classes.  Booking necessary
	Tuesdays from 9.45am – 12noon

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Tuesdays from 10am – 12noon

	 
	English Language Class Class full.
	Tuesdays from 5.30pm -7pm

	 
	Italian Conversation Class Booking essential
	Wednesdays from 10am – 11am

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Wednesdays from 11am-1pm

	 
	Bridge Class Booking essential
	Wednesdays at 7pm (except last Wednesday of month) 

	 
	Spanish Conversation Class Class full
	Thursdays from 10am - 11am

	 
	Children’s Arts and Crafts for 8-11 year olds.  Booking essential
	Wednesdays from 3.30pm - 4.30pm

	 
	Class Visit Stewart’s Hospital 
	Every Thursday and Friday morning

	 
	Adult Education Tuition (via LIFE)
	Thursdays from 12noon - 1pm

	 
	Irish Conversation Class Class full
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm

	 
	Family Learning Adult Literacy
	Fridays from 10am – 12noon

	 
	Science Week Dale Treadwell – Naturally Wild Class event, booking necessary
	Monday 8th November 9.45am – 10.45am 11am – 12noon 12.30pm - 1.30pm

	 
	U3A Book Club Booking through U3A
	Monday 8th November, 11am

	 
	Science Week Rapid Rockets Art/Astronomy workshop with Deirdre Kelleghan for 9 –12yrs.  Booking necessary
	Tuesday 9th November at 3.30pm

	 
	Children’s Book Club Booking necessary                                        
	Tuesday 9th & 23rd November from 3.45pm - 4.45pm


	                
	Science Week Astronomy Ireland for 5th/6th Class.  Booking necessary
	Thursday 11th November from 10am – 11am

	 
	Japanese Family Group Parent and children group with arts and crafts activities for local Japanese families.
	Thursday 11th & 25th November from 2.15pm - 3.45pm

	 
	Lucan Creative Writing Group.  Group full for now.
	Saturday 13th & 27th November from 10.30am -12.30pm

	 
	Lucan Library TEEN writing group.  New members welcome.
	Saturday from 13th & 27th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	 
	Home Delivery Service  
	Friday 19th November

	 
	Lucan Library Book Club New members welcome
	Wednesday 24th November from 7pm - 8pm


For further information contact 621 6422 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
 Follow Lucan Library on Facebook

 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook

Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

Readers Day
Once again, we have a wonderful line-up for this year's Readers Day - Peter Sheridan, Dermot Healy, Sheila O'Flanagan, Padraig J Daly, John Lonergan, Arlene Hunt and June Considine. 

The day will be hosted by renowned author and playwright Dermot Bolger. To view the brochure click onto our website www.southdublinlibraries.ie Bookings will take place from Wednesday 27th October at 10am - you will be able to book online for the event at this website.  Readers Day takes place in the Maldron Hotel, Tallaght, Saturday 13th November 2010.”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

LC/1009/10 HEADED ITEM (10)





        Item ID: 25244
Scheduling of Pilot Meetings for the Lucan and Clondalkin Area Committee Meetings
The following report was presented by Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Corporate Services and Libraries:

“In accordance with the recommendation of the OP&F committee dated 16th September 2010 and the approval of the Council at the October 2010 Council Meeting two new pilot Area Committee meetings will be set up for a trial period in replacement of the current Lucan Clondalkin ACM.  The meetings will be on a similar basis to the monthly Rathfarnham ACM, commencing at 3.00pm 

 It is proposed to retain the dates as previously scheduled for LCACM (1) and LCACM (2) and make changes to the Calendar as follows 

1.  Clondalkin AC Dealing with Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries – Wed. 17/11 from 3.00 – 5.30 pm in Tallaght
2.  Lucan AC Dealing with Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries – Tues. 23/11 from 3.00  – 5.30 pm in Clondalkin

3.  Clondalkin AC Dealing with Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries -  Wed. 01/12/10 from 3.00  – 5.30 pm in Clondalkin

4.  Lucan AC Dealing with Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries – Tues. 07/12 from 3.00  – 5.30 pm in Clondalkin

NOTE:    Clondalkin AC meeting on 17/11 will be held in Tallaght as scheduled to facilitate Sports SPC following.

This pilot to be effective from November 2010 to February 2011 following which a further analytical report would be submitted to the members for consideration at the March 2011 OP&F meeting.

Approval to the scheduling of the meetings as outlined above is now before the members for approval.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, C. Jones, D. Keating, W. Lavelle, R. Dowds and G. Kenny, Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Corporate Services and Libraries and Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
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LC/1010/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 


Item ID 25075
COR (3)

A) Letter from Local Health Office Dublin West regarding plans for future development of HSE services for Palmerstown residents and current status of Manor Road Clinic. Item ID 24890
B) Letter from Dublin Bus regarding bus shelters on Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown.  Item ID's: 24898 and 22175
C) Letter from Superquinn regarding stocking of compostable bags for brown bins.  Item ID: 24910
The Correspondence was NOTED.
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS






Item ID: 25157
LC/1011/10 MOT (11) REQUEST TO INCREASE NUMBER OF PLC PLACES BY 20%
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor D. Keating:
“That in view of the very high level of unemployment of young people, under 25 years, in the Lucan- Clondalkin Electoral Areas, the increased level of applications for places in Higher Education Colleges such as IT Tallaght  in 2010, this Committee believes the "cap" imposed on the number of PLC places in Further Education Colleges (e.g. Ballyfermot College of FE could accommodate an additional 200 1st Year students, if it were not prevented in doing so by the "cap") requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Education & Skills conveying the view of the Committee that the number of 1st Year PLC places should be immediately increased by 20% in 2010-2011.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Education & Skills for her attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”

LC/1012/10 MOT (12) UPGRADE OF CLONDALKIN LIBRARY

Item ID: 24835
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That this Committee recommends that a physical upgrade of Clondalkin Library be undertaken before the 100th Anniversary occurs.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Clondalkin Library, designed by T.J. Byrne, architect to the South Dublin RDC, was opened to the local community in 1911. Following an extensive trawl through the archives library staff have been unable to determine on what exact date the building was opened officially. A report form the Librarian in charge dated the 12th April 1912 gives usage figures from January 1911 but does not mention when the library was officially launched. Given the lack of an opening date the Libraries Department are planning to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the service in March/April 2011.

Cognisant of the building as a protected structure the staff of the library service have been working over the past two years to upgrade the building in order to offer it as a vibrant 21st century public library while working within the constraints of the building. Since 2008 access work has included the installation of a ramp and automatic doors into the building, new signage in an accessible format for customer navigation around the building and additional external lighting to the front of the building. The garden to the front of the building has been upgraded with a new planting scheme and is maintained to a high standard.

During 2009/10 the library roof was inspected, loose tiles repaired, the flat roof was also replaced, new fire doors and boiler house doors were installed and the cast-iron gutters were repaired and cleaned out.

Internally the building was repainted in 2010 and in addition new soft furnishings for adults and children were also purchased. A new telephone system was installed also in 2010 to replace an existing service which was unreliable and frustrating for staff and users. A toilet specifically for public use will also be installed in early 2011.”
Significant resources have been spent on upgrading the stock in Clondalkin Library and the ICT services are very current – during September 2010 a new 25MG broadband line was installed for public use.  

Self service facilities will be installed in Clondalkin Library in spring 2011 as part of a planned roll out of self service facilities across all branches of the library service. This will necessitate the design of a new public desk and a slight reorientation of shelving for a more ergonomic use of the existing spaces. Plans are underway for this project which will enrich the customer experience and upgrade the ground floor facilities in particular.

The County Librarian is anxious to restore the leaded windows within the building which are a significant feature but in need of work and restoration. The Civic Structures Grant Scheme does not cover work of this nature and other income sources must be identified. The restoration of the windows would have an extremely beneficial effect for the look and feel of this beautiful Carnegie building. 

Once the self service facilities are in place and the associated works are completed, the library department are planning a series of events and activities to commemorate the opening of the building one hundred years ago. The commissioning of a piece of art which would be delivered by local groups in association with an artist is currently being examined along with a celebratory programme of events which would run throughout the year.

The County Librarian will keep members informed as the commemoration programme develops into 2011.”

Following a contribution from Councillor R. Dowds, Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
ENVIRONMENT
LC/1013/10 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 10 to 17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

LC/1014/10 REMOVAL OF ILLEGALLY DUMPED RUBBISH IN CLONDALKIN
Item ID: 24887
QUESTION (10):
Councillor R. Dowds
“To ask the Manager to have illegally dumped rubbish removed from these locations:-

1.  Old Nangor Road cul-de-sac in the ditches adjacent to Scoil Mochua.

2.  In St. Cuthbert's Park opposite Oldcastle Drive.

3.  Inside the entrance to Grangeview Estate.

4.  The lane up to Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre from the Old Nangor Road?”
REPLY:

“The areas listed in the Question have been inspected by the local Litter Warden who has searched for evidence to support fines/prosecutions under the Litter Act as well as arranging for the Cleansing and Parks staff to remove the material as appropriate.  Each of the locations is patrolled by the Warden.”

LC/1015/10 REMOVAL OF REFUSE AT THE FONTHILL ROAD/NEWLANDS CROSS
Item ID: 24978
QUESTION   (11):
Councillor R. Dowds
“To ask the Manager to remove the refuse dumped at the Fonthill Road/Newlands Cross Junction opposite Bewley's (N.E. corner)?”
REPLY:

“The local Litter Warden inspected the location concerned and searched the bags for evidence but unfortunately did not find any evidence to support a litter fine or prosecution.  He did, however, arrange for the removal of the bags by the Park's Department.”

LC/1016/10 REMOVAL OF ADVERTISING SIGNS IN LUCAN VILLAGE

Item ID: 25283
QUESTION (12):
Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to adopt a proactive policy of pursuing removal of all unauthorised advertising signs, banners and posters from along public roads across the Lucan electoral area, in particular in Lucan Village? “
REPLY:

“The Litter Wardens routinely target all unauthorised signs etc. for enforcement action under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, during the course of their duties.  In addition, the local Litter Wardens for Lucan and Clondalkin have been requested to focus on such offences but specific sings of concern can also be relayed directly to the relevant Warden by the Members and the general public as necessary. 

To date in 2010, 141 fines have been issued for breaches of section 19(1) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, in the Lucan/Clondalkin area with a further 3 warning notices issued date pursuant to Section 19 of the Act in the Lucan/Clondalkin area.”
LC/1017/10 TENDER FOR CCTV SURVEILLANCE AT BRING BANKS IN LUCAN
Item ID: 25284
Question (13):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to provide a further update on the recent tender process for CCTV surveillance at recycling bring banks, including those at Ballyowen Castle, Moy Glas and Superquinn and to outline the timeframe for the commencement of services under any contracts awarded as result of this tender process?”
REPLY:

“Regrettably, following discussions and submission of a proposal for a revised Service Level Agreement by the preferred contractor after the formal tender process it is not possible to proceed with the CCTV at bring banks within the current budgetary framework.”
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LC/1018/10 PLANS TO ELIMINATE BONFIRES DURING HALLOWEEN

Item ID: 24903
Question (14):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager for a report on the Council's plans for the elimination of Bonfires this Halloween within the area of this Committee and that the Council write now to relative community groups advising them of the Council’s policy and seeking their positive support in stamping out this dangerous and expensive practice?”
REPLY:

“This year, an interdepartmental group consisting of staff from Environment, Parks, Community and Housing has been set to deal with issues relating to Halloween and bonfire activity. This group will also liaise closely with other stakeholders – Gardaí, Civil Defence, Fire Service, Community Groups, Schools and Resident Associations to coordinate the response. 

Bonfire Material - Material will be removed from open spaces as and from laneways as part of normal scheduled cleansing and parks work. In an effort to divert household material away from bonfires, the Council will allow access to the Civic Amenity, Ballymount, free of charge for householders who bring their own South Dublin County  Council Waste Charges card on Saturday 30th October. A targeted WEEE collection will take place from 18th -31st October arranged by CCRI in areas of the County where the most bonfires were held in 2009. The Council has been in touch with South Dublin Chamber to remind businesses of their duties and the need to ensure that material is not made available for bonfires. 

Communications programme – The Council will target all areas of the community with information regarding the dangers of bonfires and the damage that they cause.

Posters and flyers circulated to all libraries, schools and community centres 

Leaflet circulated to all households requesting they do not supply bonfire material 

Letter issued to all community groups and resident associations 

The Fire Service will give talks to schools and community groups 

The website www.sdcc.ie and twitter http://twitter.com/sdublincoco will carry up to date information on the Council’s campaign to reduce the number of bonfires and the damage they cause. 
Bulbs not Bonfires - Bulbs not Bonfires is part of South Dublin County Council's social capital programme, an initiative where communities can build up points or “social credits" to achieve benefits for their areas. Communities who manage to keep green spaces- which were damaged in 2009 - free of bonfires in 2010 can participate in a “Bulbs for Bonfires” programme. This initiative will encourage communities to celebrate with flowers in the Spring instead of a scarred open space throughout the year. Community groups and resident associations will be asked to apply for this scheme. It will be launched in mid-October and applications will be accepted from then until the end November.  It is hoped this scheme will encourage community participation and give communities real and tangible benefits from their success in staying bonfire free.  
Monitoring – The Council will map all bonfires sites again in 2010 and cost the disposal charges associated with each site. This will allow the Council to manage and measure the activity related to Halloween accurately and plan accordingly.  Disposal of material will take place after that and will be subject to ground conditions at that time.  

2010 will see a target of reducing this budget spend by 50%. The Council is calling on local people to join with us in supervising and disposing of materials and ultimately reducing the level of bonfire damage across the county by reducing the material available to them in the first instance.”

LC/1019/10 IMPROVEMENT OF AREA BETWEEN THE COVERT & KENNELSFORT ROAD











Item ID: 25279
QUESTION (15):
Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manger for a report on the area between the Covert and Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown and specifically on what action has been taken (with or without  the Gardaí) to bring it into and maintain it in a manner that reflects the fact that this is a residential area and a passage way for pedestrians.  It is used as a hangout for anti-social behaviour including drinking parties and is perpetually strewn with empty beer cans, broken bottles, remnants of fires and general litter.  Despite the best efforts of dedicated workers from this Council the area is a focal point for graffiti and is anything but a pleasant place to have to pass through or to live beside.”
REPLY:

“The local Litter Warden recently inspected the walkway between The Covert and Kennelsfort Road and found it to be very lightly littered with a small amount of graffiti also present.  In addition, there is a some dumped material near the bollards at the rear of the houses on Kennelsfort Road.   The Cleansing Section will be requested to remove this material and the Graffiti Removal Crew will be requested to attend to the graffiti.  There have been no specific contacts between Environmental Services and the Gardaí in relation to this area but complaints of anti-social behaviour should be relayed to the Gardaí if necessary.”

LC/1020/10 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BROWN BIN SYSTEM


Item ID: 25289
QUESTION (16):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will present a report for discussion on the implementation of the Brown Bin system in the Lucan-Clondalkin Electoral Areas, since the introduction and in particular if he will provide information on the presentation rates of the Brown Bins?”
REPLY:

“The Council commenced delivery of brown bins to customers on the high density routes on June 21st 2010 with the first brown bin collections taking place on the 28th June 2010.  Customers were allocated their brown bins in order based on with their regular collection day.  Customers in the Lucan/Clondalkin area present bins over all five collection days. The roll-out of the brown bins has now reached over 95% of domestic customers at this stage and the collection schedule of alternating black and brown bin collections is now operating for customers and is being carried out using existing collection staff resources. There is one route remaining to be delivered and this route is a mix of domestic and commercial customers, and will be delivered as soon as the logistics of collection on this route are determined.

During the week commencing 20th September ,2010 some 336 tonnes of bio waste was collected.  This indicates that customers have a good understanding of the materials to be placed in the bin. The key elements of this service will be the participation and the average bin weights presented. 

Presentation rates of the black bin fortnightly are approaching 50%, brown bins fortnightly are at a presentation rate of approximately 25%.  The Green bin has a 70% presentation rate. 

The Council will continue to monitor the tonnages of residual waste and bio waste and the presentation rates of both the black bin and the brown bin to obtain accurate figures for assessment of the impact of the introduction of the new system.”

LC/1021/10 REMOVAL OF ILLEGALLY DUMPED MATERIALS – QUARRYVALE ESTATE
     










Item ID: 25293
QUESTION (17):
Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on measures on recent work to remove illegally dumped materials and items in and around the Quarryvale Estates, particularly in Quarryvale Park and on the piece of land adjacent to the houses at the northern edge of Greenfort Estate beside the Coldcut Road on which serious incidents of illegal dumping regularly occur, and if he will consider installing CCTV cameras at this location? “
REPLY:
“The area in question is regularly patrolled by the local Litter Warden who reports that she constantly has to arrange clean ups of the area due to regular dumping.  Although a previous commitment to provide a hand-cart service all day on Mondays and first thing every morning from Tuesday to Friday, it has not been possible to implement this service yet due to staff being required to complete refuse collection services on an almost daily basis.  It is intended that this will be addressed through resolution of issues in the refuse collection service.

The Cleansing Section have carried out the following clean ups in Quarryvale recently:

	Date
	Location 1
	Task

	05/07/2010
	Greenfort / Shancastle
	clean up

	08/07/2010
	Greenfort / Shancastle
	clean up

	09/07/2010
	Greenfort / Shancastle
	clean up

	22/07/2010
	Greenfort
	remove bin

	06/08/2010
	Greenfort Est
	clean up

	20/08/2010
	Greenfort
	clean up

	24/08/2010
	Greenfort
	matress, bags,

	25/08/2010
	Greenfort Estate @ Shops
	clean up

	31/08/2010
	Greenfort Shops
	clean up

	03/09/2010
	Greenfort Cresc
	items on footpath

	13/09/2010
	Greenfort Shops
	clean up

	14/09/2010
	Greenfort Shops
	clean up

	15/09/2010
	Greenfort Shops
	clean up

	12/10/2010
	Greenfort Ave On Footpath Near No 16C
	xmas tree

	Date
	Location 1
	Task

	09/07/2010
	Shancastle Lawns @ No 2
	bags

	12/07/2010
	Shancastle Est
	dumped fish

	12/08/2010
	Shancastle / Greenfort
	clean up

	08/10/2010
	Shancastle Opp Arc Liffey Valley S/C
	clean up


In addition, the Cleansing Section have carried out sweeps of the area on the following dates: 01/07/10, 05/07/10, 12/07/10, 03/08/10, 06/09/10 and 11/10/10 and the road-sweeping contractor swept and litter picked the area within the last two weeks.  The Parks Department also have undertaken clean-ups in the area on an ongoing basis with a recent clean-up during the week commencing 18th October (as was agreed in the recent Motion at the September meeting under Parks' business).  There is some more material dumped on the small green open space at Greenfort Close at present which the Warden has requested the Parks Department to remove.  It is important to note that the problem has reduced somewhat in recent months.

There is no budgetary provision available with the Environmental Services Department Budget at present for the provision of CCTV at this location.  It appears that any dumping there is emanating from the locality and local residents could protect the amenity of this area by providing information about offences to the local Litter warden where possible.”

LC/1022/10 HEADED ITEM (11)





        Item ID: 25079
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
LC/1023/10 CORRESPONDENCE


 
 


Item ID: 25073
COR (4)

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS






Item ID: 25151
LC/1024/10 MOT (13) OVERGROWN VEGETATION ALONG THE RIVER LIFFEY
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:
“That this Committee notes that comments and complaints have been made to Councillors over recent months, particularly when water levels in the river were low, about the extent of weeds and overgrown vegetation along the banks of the River Liffey, in the area upstream and downstream of Lucan Bridge, and requests the Manager to present a report on the measures taken by the Council to maintain the river bank along the course of the Liffey in South Dublin County, including  removal and control of litter, prevention of polluting discharges into the river and management of the bank itself including vegetation.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The relatively dry summer of this year resulted in relatively lower flows being experienced all along the River Liffey from Ballymore Eustace to Dublin Bay. The ESB did not regularly increase flows during the summer and maintained regular flows close to the minimums permitted. Warmer water temperatures and extra light will normally result in significant plant growth all along the Liffey, not just at Lucan, in what would be considered a natural occurrence. Pollution levels were not considered to be abnormal, however nutrient discharges from Oberstown Waste Water Treatment Plant and Leixlip Waste Water Treatment Plant and from other sources such as misconnections may have increased growth as they would not have achieved the same dilution. The ERBD is working to ensure water quality in the Liffey remains at “Good” status - the regional approach allows excellent communication with other Liffey Stakeholders, such as Kildare County Council, Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council. The Water Services investment Programme 2010 – 2012 http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Water/PublicationsDocuments/FileDownLoad,22735,en.pdf has a number of projects identified in it that relate to the Liffey. A copy of the Eastern River Basin District – River Basin Management Plan and Programme of Measures can be seen on http://www.erbd.ie/RBMP_2009.html.”

It was AGREED to take Motion 22 in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle in conjunction with the above Motion:

MOT (22) POLLUTION CONTENT OF STORMWATER OUTFALLS TO THE GRIFFEEN RIVER










Item ID: 25282
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy
“That this Committee requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on the initiative proposed in response to my previous motions to examine the pollution content of stormwater outfalls to the Griffeen River and to address domestic misconnections in estates in the Griffeen River catchment area.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Council takes the pollution of the Griffeen River from stormwater overflows, misconnections from housing estate, licensed discharges or accidental spillages very seriously and continues to identify and pursue all culprits. The Environmental Services Department is not aware of any storm overflows from the foul sewerage pipe network into the Griffeen River. The Environmental Services Department is working closely with the Taking in Charge Section in the Planning Department to check for, and get rectified any misconnections at individual houses or in housing estates in general before any estates are taken in charge. Environmental Services Department is now informed well in advance of the intention of the Planning Department to start the process of the taking in charge of new estates and a team is sent out to investigate the foul and surface water sewage systems. They report back and recommendations of remedial works required are fed back to the Taking in Charge Section and the Developer/Builder of all works required before the estates can be considered for taking in charge. This Department is also receiving the monthly Commencement Notices of new Planning Permissions and spot checks are being carried out at these sites to make sure the new connections to the existing foul and surface water drains are correct.

Sampling of the water quality in the Griffeen River is carried out on a regular basis at fixed points along the river and any sign of deterioration in the water quality is immediately followed up.  If the source can be identified, the culprit is forced to undertake remedial action immediately and may be prosecuted.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and Councillor W. Lavelle, Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised, the reports were NOTED.
LC/1025/10 MOT (14) NATIONAL TIDY TOWNS CONTEST 2010


Item ID: 25148
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee congratulates the Lucan Tidy Towns group on their result in the 2010 National Tidy Towns contest whereby Lucan Village’s overall marks increased from 269 last year to 276 this year and won the Dublin (South) County award.  However while welcoming the improved cleanliness of the Lucan Village area, this Committee again expresses its serious concern over litter problems in the Lucan South area and further to my motion at the April meeting, recommends that a permanent hand-cart service be introduced in the Lucan South area with a primary focus on the areas and roads nearest to the Ballyowen Castle local centre, the Griffeen local centre and Foxborough. This hand-cart service would be of significant benefit in assisting efforts to address the very serious and highly-visible litter problems blighting some of these areas and in particular would be of advantage in allowing for more regular removal of litter from landscaped areas not subject to the regular street-sweeping rota. This Committee therefore requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on how we could progress this proposal with specific reference to the human resources and financial matters involved.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Environmental Services Department has no plans at the present time to introduce a handcart service in the Lucan South area.  The reply given to the motion referred to which was on the April meeting agenda for this committee stated that the provision of an additional hand cart man to service the Lucan South area was not possible at that time due to the lack of funding for such a position and the embargo on recruitment of staff, and regrettably this position has not changed.  

At the time of restructuring of the cleansing section in October 2007 there were three handcart men deployed to areas other than town and village centre locations in Quarryvale, North Clondalkin and Jobstown.  These members of staff were removed at that time and were redeployed to cleansing crews to assist in general clean up work around the County.  This has remained the case to the present day.  Since that date the embargo on public sector recruitment has come in to place and this is currently preventing the Council from filling the four vacancies that have arisen in the section due to retirement of staff over the past year or so.   As previously reported cleansing staff are being used on a daily basis to supplement refuse collection staff numbers, due to long term sick leave in that section, in excess of 250 man days have been lost from the cleansing section to refuse collection in the year to the end of August.  The staffing issues mentioned have had a major impact on the staff resources available in the cleansing section on a daily basis.  Nevertheless the Environmental Services Department is endeavouring to ensure that the continued efforts of the road sweeping contractor, the Council's cleansing staff, litter wardens and Park's Department are co-ordinated in a manner that will address the concerns raised.  

It should be noted that while there is no daily cleaning service in the areas mentioned, they do still benefit from the same level of service as all similar residential areas in the County with a daily litter bin service from Monday to Friday, monthly sweeping of main roads, quarterly sweeping of housing estates and regular additional clean ups as requested by the litter warden as the need arises.  The Parks Dept carry out further cleaning of open space areas.  The on-site meeting held in April between Council staff and local councillors identified a number of areas which are in need of attention.  In particular the hedge rows and planted areas adjacent to footpaths and open spaces close to the Ballyowen shopping centre were identified as areas where litter gathers and which do not receive regular attention from either cleansing or parks staff.  These planted areas fall outside of the scope of the road sweeping contract.  The contractor has however been asked to provide a costing for removal of litter from these areas on a once off basis.  While this request was made in June the costing is still awaited.  The contractor has been asked once again to examine the matter.”

The report was NOTED and Councillor W. Lavelle requested that this motion be RE ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with ENVIRONMENT Business.

LC/1026/10 MOT (15) INSTALLATION OF LITTER BINS AT POBAILSCOIL ISOLDE
Item ID: 25146
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee, noting the importance of involving young people in environmental issues, ask that the Manager install litter bins at strategic points and in close proximity to Pobalscoil Iosolde Palmerstown (as previously requested) and that their be contact made with the school authorities with a view to getting a greater involvement of the students in keeping the school environs litter free, and that business premises in the area that receive the patronage of students maintain the external public space round their premises litter free.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“The Environmental Awareness Team has provided a lot of support to Pobalscoil Iosolde Palmerstown in 2010 including meetings with the school's green co-ordinator and committee as well as providing information packs, battery recycling boxes, compost bins etc. and delivering anti-litter talks to students on several occasions.

The area surrounding the school will be inspected by the local Litter Warden to examine the extent of the litter issues and to examine the need for additional measures (including litter bins) and enforcement action but it should be noted that local businesses are required to maintain the areas near their premises to a satisfactory standard and that this is enforced by the Warden as a matter of course.”

LC/1027/10 MOT (16) REMOVAL OF UNAUTHORISED ADVERTISING SIGNS IN LUCAN / CLONDALKIN







Item ID: 25147
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Area Committee requests the Manager to treat as a matter of priority the removal of all unauthorised signs, postings, advertisings etc., in public places, including on road ways, traffic lights, public walls etc within the area of this Area Committee. The upsurge in these signs is the cause of serious environmental damages and is undermining the work of this Council and local voluntary groups including Tidy Town Committees, Residents Associations and Environmental Groups.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
The Litter Wardens routinely target all unauthorised signs etc. for enforcement action under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, during the course of their duties.  In addition, the local Litter Wardens for Lucan and Clondalkin have been requested to focus on such offences but specific signs of concern can also be relayed directly to the relevant Warden by the Members and the general public as necessary.

To date in 2010, 141 fines have been issued for breaches of section 19(1) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, in the Lucan/Clondalkin area with a further 3 warning notices issued to date pursuant to Section 19 of the Act in the Lucan / Clondalkin area.
Following a contribution from Councillor D. Keating, the report was NOTED.
LC/1028/10 MOT (17) REPORT ON MILL POND – CLONDALKIN SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE










Item ID: 24976
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That the Manager presents a report on the Mill pond adjacent to the Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre especially in relation to the following:-

(a)  Is it safe?

(b)  How can the leak from it be stopped?

(c)  Can the prevalence of rats in the area be tackled?
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“It has been established that the Mill Pond is owned by a company which is part of a conglomerate which is in receivership. This company has been written to informing them of  the leak in the pond and that it is their responsibility to repair it.  No reply or acknowledgement has been received to date by the Council.

When the water level in the Mill Pond is dropped by about 300 mm the leak onto Mill Lane stops. This would indicate that the crack in the wall of the pond is very high up near the top of the wall. This would be impossible to confirm until the pond is dewatered and the silt and dirt in the pond removed as well as some of the vegetation around the outside of the pond. This pond is formed by diverting the Camac River at a weir nearby and is used to fill a tank at the Mill Shopping Centre which is used as fire cover for the same Shopping Centre. 

The problem of rats in the area will be referred to Environmental Health Officers in the HSE to investigate. 

The Environmental Services Department will continue to pursue the owners of the pond to effect repairs that will stop all leaks from this pond and thus eliminate problems that pedestrians have walking along Mill Lane.”

Following contributions from Councillors R. Dowds and T. Gilligan, Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
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LC/1029/10 MOT (19) HOUSEHOLD BIN COLLECTION SERVICES


Item ID: 25152
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
“That the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee affirms its support for the Council's publicly managed household bin collection services, with its important features of a waiver system for low income households and no "flat fee charge", will support the efforts of the Manager and the Environmental Services Department to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the service, including measures to remove, as soon as possible, the inequality of service being experienced by households with a Monday Black/Brown Bin collection, and requests the Manager to make a report on the roll out of the Brown Bin Service in the Lucan and Clondalkin Electoral Areas, and advise on the anticipated situation for households in the area on the October Bank Holiday Monday.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“South Dublin County Council currently operates an integrated waste management system that services circa 73,000 households and the council commitment to the collection is such that this service is provided countywide regardless of location or economic status of the customer. The Council has implemented an electronic waste management system that makes the Council service easier and more efficient by eliminating tags and adopting a modern innovative and technology waste charge card system. South Dublin County Council is committed to a pay per lift system only and there are currently almost 17,000 households availing of the waiver system operated by the authority.  It should be noted that the waiver scheme has seen a significant increase in the number of applications received since January.

In relation to the bank holiday issue a proposal for the restructuring of the refuse collection service in tandem with the introduction of the brown bin included a provision for collections to take place on the actual bank holiday itself was negotiated with the unions with talks concluding in May this year.    This negotiated proposal was however rejected following a ballot of refuse collection staff.   Following this there was intensive discussions with the Labour Relations Commissions which enabled the introduction of the brown bin.  Part of the agreement at that time with the LRC was that there would be further talks in early October which would encompass the presentation rates following the brown bin. Agreement has now been reached on the provision of a bank holiday service on the October bank holiday weekend and for the Christmas period and further discussions on more permanent arrangements will take place.

Presentation rates of brown bins on Monday routes are quite good considering the early stage of its introduction we are at and as a result this is reducing the issue in relation to the black bin collections.  In addition, refuse collection staff have collected all backlogs of waste including any side waste presented in black bin collections following the bank holiday over two days - Monday 16th August and Saturday 21st August.  A combined total of 9,904 bins were presented - giving a presentation rate of 50% and containing 384 tonnes of residual rate.  It should also be noted that on the Monday directly after the bank holiday a brown bin collection took place and there were 4,544 bins presented - a presentation of 30% and containing 105 tonnes of bio waste.

The Integrated Waste System includes all of the elements, which contribute to a cleaner county.  In essence it includes the residual waste collection, the bio waste collection, the green bin service, the civic amenity centre, the major infrastructure of the landfill, baling station and regional waste to energy project, the awareness and promotion elements, the bring banks, the enforcement unit. The Council is providing the maximum control of waste costs to each household. Every household will have 2 Brown Bin (140 litre),2 Green Bin (240 litre) and 2 Black Bin (240 litre) collection each month.

The Council commenced delivery of Brown bins free of charge to customers on the high density routes on June 21st 2010.   Each Household received a 140 litre Brown Bin and an information pack explaining the Environmental Requirements for the introduction of the bin system and a calendar detailing the alternating presentation schedule.  A self-adhesive schematic was provided for the householder to attach to the bin to give a quick overview of what could be disposed of into the bin. To aid householders in utilising the brown bin a lo-call line was set up for customers with queries relating to the Brown bin and the nature of the waste to be disposed of therein.

The Council has information on its website relating to the Brown bin and following discussions with the treatment facility the Council has agreed to permit the use of Compostable bags into the bins if the customer wishes to use such a product to contain their waste matter. The Council will continue to monitor the presentation of waste within the bins and will advise customers accordingly when issues arise.

 The projection figures for waste diversion were 30% of the waste from Black bins being diverted to the brown bin. This would give an annual figure of 17,000 tonnes of bio-waste being collected, which equates to approximately 330 tonnes of bio waste a week.

The first brown bin collection was on the 28th June 2010 and the tonnage collected was 8.5 tonnes.  On the week commencing 6th September some 90% of the domestic routes were bio waste with over 250 tonnes of bio waste was collected (although some customers had short lead in times to that week's collections) . This indicates that customers have a good understanding of the materials to be placed in the bin. The key elements of this service will be the participation and the average bin weights presented.  The Council will continue to monitor the brown bins and engage with the stakeholders to gather information in relation to awareness, technical knowledge and attitudes.”
LC/1030/10 MOT (20) THREATENING DOGS IN GLENAULIN PARK, PALMERSTOWN











Item ID: 25228
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on my representations on behalf of the many Palmerstown residents who have been affected by stray and threatening dogs in Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown, including a detailed report from the Gardaí on such incidents. Would the Manager give assurances to the Palmerstown community that this matter is being given appropriate priority by this Council, and through representations, the Gardaí?”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“The Dog Warden regularly attends Glenaulin Park to ensure that dogs are kept under effectual control.  It has become apparent that Dog owners in the adjoining houses are letting their dogs out into the park through gate ways which back on to the park.  The Dog Warden will continue to monitor the situation and impound any stray dogs.  The Dog Warden liaises with the Garda Siochána when reports of vicious or threatening dogs are received.”
LC/1031/10 ITEMS NOT REACHED
ENVIRONMENT

MOT (18) – COUNCILLOR T. DELANEY - DUMPING AT THE TRAVELLER CAMP, CLOVERHILL ROAD









Item ID: 25037
“That the Manager would address with a permanent proposal the ongoing problems with dumping at the old illegal traveller encampment on the Cloverhill Road between Palmerstown Woods and the M50 Bridge.”

MOT (21) – COUNCILLOR G. O’CONNELL – DUMPING IN  BACK LANES IN PALMERSTOWN










Item ID: 25276
“In view of the fact that the level of dumping and fly tipping in the back lanes in Palmerstown, especially close to the Primary Schools, has reached crisis point, that the Manager bring forward a plan for consideration and the subsequent approval of this Committee so that this blight on the Palmerstown Community, which is also a drain on the resources of this Council, can be eliminated once and for all.”
The meeting concluded at 5:40 pm.

Signed: _______________________



Date: ___________

Cathaoirleach Clondalkin ACM

Signed: ____________________



Date: ___________


Cathaoirleach Lucan ACM
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