COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th September, 2010


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Gilligan, T.
	McDonagh, M.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Kearns, P.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Walsh, B. Coman, E. Conroy, C. Henehan, P. Poole 

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, M. Maguire, P. Murphy,  M. Ni Dhomhnaill 

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Engineers
	J. McLoughlin, T. O’Grady

	Senior Executive Engineer
	C. Lambert

	Senior Executive Planner
	D. Larkin

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Financial Management Accountant
	P. McLoughlin 

	A/Senior Staff  Officer
	T. Fallon

	Administrative Officer
	J. Browne

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.


CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

H1/0910
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th July 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
H2/0910
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H3/0910
STANDING COMMITTEES  -  ORGANISATION,  PROCEDURE  AND 

FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H4/0910
STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H5/0910
REPORTS  REQUESTED  BY  AREA  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS:
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King      and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13f, Questions numbered Q1 – Q31 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0910
 PARKS DEPOTS

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Coburn

To ask the Manager to detail the number of staff currently employed at each parks depot, to advise on how this compares with 2009 & 2008 and to list the parks and areas covered by each depot?

REPLY:
	 
	2010
	2009
	2008

	TYMON
	40
	44
	39

	CORKAGH
	51
	50
	57

	ESKER
	52
	55
	49

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	143
	149
	145



The following Regional, Neighbourhood and Local Parks are maintained by staff 
based in the respective Districts:


Tymon:


Allenton Park, Avondale Terrace Park, Ballycullen Park, Bancroft Park, Beechfield 
Park, Boden Park, Brookview Avenue, Castle Lawns, Castlefield Park, Delaford Park, 
Dodder Valley Park, Elkwood Park, Firehouse/Ballycragh Park, Greenhills Park 
Greentrees Park, Kilnamanagh Park, Orwell Park,. Rathfarnham Castle Park, Tymon 
Park , Whitechurch Park, Woodlawn Park.


Corkagh:


 Ballymount Park, Corcagh Park,, Clondalkin Park (Clondalkin Sports and Leisure 
Centre), Killinarden Park, Kiltalown House Park, Kingswood Park, Knockmitten Park, 
Butler McGee Park, Jobstown Park, Saggart/Rathcoole Park,. Sean Walsh Park.


Esker:


 Airlie Heights Park, Ballyowen Park, Beech Park, Collinstown Park, St. Cuthberts 
Park, Glenaulin Park, Grand Canal Park, Griffeen Valley Park, Hermitage Park, 
Hillcrest Park, Waterstown Park, Lucan Village Park, Neilstown Park, Sarsfield Park,, 
Willsbrook Park..


 In addition to the foregoing public parks, the public open spaces associated with the 
Housing Estates in charge of the Council are also maintained by staff based in these 
Districts.  


 As can been from the above table, staff numbers employed in the Parks Department 
have fallen in the current year due primarily to retirement.

Q2/0910
LITTER SURVEY

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager, in view of the recent negative results in the IBAL (Irish Business Against Litter) survey for many parts of South County Dublin in particular Tallaght's poor performance could the Manager give a report outlining how this Council proposes to actively address and improve this poor performance?


REPLY:

The results of the IBAL survey are noted.  While the overall ranking for Tallaght is 
regrettable, the ranking of Lucan shows what the efforts of the various stakeholders 
can achieve in this survey.


Analysis of the results is being undertaken to address the issues pertaining to the 
specific sites in both Tallaght and Lucan in this survey.  It should be noted that the 
weighting applied within these surveys, together with the selection criteria and 
survey items at sites means that a poor rating in a small number of the overall sites 
surveyed can significantly reduce an overall standing.


The actual report from IBAL is shown below.  It should be noted that none of these 
sites were categorised as "Litter Blackspots".   

 
Tallaght ByPass form M50 Roundabout:  Moderately Littered.  This was a 
very mixed site – some parts of the route were clean and clear of litter and other 
 parts were littered to the extent that it was nearly a serious litter problem – a wide 
variety of litter was present.
 
Westpark:  Serious Litter Problem.  There was a serious litter problem around 
the perimeter of the grasslands – heavy levels of a wide variety of litter lay a the 
base of the boundary wall and fence.
 
Tallaght M50 Roundabout Approach:  Serious Litter Problem.  This was a 
really poor site – ‘old’ litter (primarily plastic bottles, mineral cans etc.) dominated the 
roundabout and hedging and grasslands close-by.  No improvement noted at this 
site.
 
Various link roads through The Square complex:  Moderately Littered.  
There was a very definite litter presence throughout the interconnecting roads within 
the Square complex – a wide variety of litter was scattered throughout.
 
Lidl:  Serious Litter Problem.  As well as loose litter in the car parking area there 
was a significant litter problem in the boundary flower bed – much of the litter was 
food related e.g. cans, plastic bottles, fast-food wrappers etc.
 
Area at Metro:  Moderately Littered.  This site just missed getting the top litter 
grade – with a little extra effort it could easily be a top ranking site.
 
Entrance to Pedestrian entrance to Institute of Technology, Tallaght:  
Moderately Littered.  The low-lying flower bed was riddled with litter and an area 
through a closed gate was also very poor – all of it was food related litter.  This was 
despite the provision of at least five litter bins in the area surveyed.
 
Tallaght Village:  Moderately Littered.  Another littered site in Tallaght – it was 
particularly poor at the traffic lights at the by-pass.  There was also litter at the bus 
stops and outside various business premises and banks.
 
Old Bawn Road Approach:  Moderately Littered.  The bus stops, hedges, 
footpaths and grass areas were all littered – a very casual attitude pervades this 
area. 
 
Area beside Recycle Facility at Abberly Court Hotel:  Moderately Littered.  
The grass area in front of the railings had sweet papers, cans and plastic bottles and 
generally appeared to lack maintenance.  Who is legally responsible?
 
Efforts continue to be made by the Council to tackle the problem 
individual sites identified by IBAL that are in both public and private ownership.  To 
this end the local Litter Warden for the Tallaght area is currently preparing a report 
on the specific sites referred to in the report so that effective action can be taken.  In 
addition, the wider issue of litter will continue to be addressed in conjunction with the 
community, schools, businesses and individuals under the specific guidelines provided 
by An Taisce together with the Council's Litter Management Plan.   It is hoped that 
everyone can play their part and support Tallaght by preventing littering in the first 
instance.
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Q3/0910
LITTER  BINS 


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to state the number and location of any litter bins that have actually been erected in 2010, to date, and without reference to any 'wish list'?

REPLY:

There are currently 750 litter bins in the county.  No additional litter bins have been 
installed in the County to date in 2010.  Under the national industrial action 
throughout the public sector which was in place for most of the first six months of 
the year the installation and servicing of new litter bins was rejected by staff unions 
on the grounds that it constituted additional work for their members.  Since the 
signing of the Croke Park Agreement which brought the national work to rule to an 
end the staff unions have notified Council management that it is their intention to 
continue to refrain from engaging in additional work including the installation and 
servicing of new / additional litter bins. Management are in discussions attempting to 
bring this industrial action to an end.  The county has been surveyed and a full list 
has been prepared of the priority areas where any new bins should be installed when 
a solution to the current issues are found.
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Q4/0910
WATER USAGE


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to state the estimated average annual usage of water per domestic household in South Dublin County?

REPLY:

The average household use per domestic household in South Dublin County Council's 
Administrative area is 164 cum per year (as per Commercial Water Charges domestic 
allowance)


This is based on 


·    an average per capita consumption of ~150 litres/person/day as detailed below 
(with no power showers/garden hose usage) and 


·    an average occupancy of 3 persons/unit. (164 cum/year = 0.15 cum/person/day 
X 3 persons/house x 365 days) 

	Usage
	Litres
	Litres per annum

	 
	 
	 

	Shower
	35
	12775

	W.C.
	27
	9855

	Laundry Wash
	40
	14600

	Hand Wash
	12
	4380

	Teeth Brushing
	12
	4380

	Dish Washer
	10
	3650

	Cooking
	10
	3650

	Drinking
	2
	730

	Total per person per day
	148
	54020

	Total per house per day
	450
	162060

	Total per house per day with power shower
	720
	262800

	Total per house including power shower and garden sprinkler
	5,220
	470300*

	
	
	

	*Assuming that garden sprinkler is used every second day during June-August.
	
	



For tips on how to conserve water in the house and garden go to TapTips.ie
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Q5/0910
NAME AND SHAME



QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to state the frequency with which the list of litter offenders are published under the 'Name & Shame' policy, the media used for this purpose, and can he provide a copy of the two most recent lists?

REPLY:

A Name & Shame advert for setting out the names and addresses of persons that 
were convicted by the District Court for offences under the Litter Pollution Act 1997 
(as amended), which were committed in the South Dublin County Administrative area 
in the 6 month period ending 30th June 2008 was published in the Evening Herald in 
November, 2008 at a cost of €3,610.25. The same advert was published in the 
Lucan/Clondalkin Gazette at a cost of €1,422.96. Copy of advert attached.


There was no provision made in the budget in 2009 for this type of expenditure and 
there is no provision in this years budget for advertising.  


More recently Circular Letter WP20.10 issued by the Department of Environment 
Heritage and Local Government in July 2010 outlined that paid for publication of the 
names and addresses of offenders in the press (other than court reports) is in breach 
of the principles of  Data Protection and recommended cessation of this practice and 
the removal of any such existing data from websites.  


It is therefore not intended to continue with the "Name and Shame" policy.
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Q6/0910
STREET/ROAD SWEEPING SCHEDULE

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to inform why the Street/Road Sweeping Schedule has been removed from the Council website, and if same will be restored immediately?



REPLY:

The road sweeping schedule is maintained by the Council’s contractor on their 
website.  However, as part of a re-design of their website the schedule was 
removed and therefore the link on the Council's website 
is temporarily disabled.  This 
is being taken up with the contractor with a view to the schedule being re-
instated as soon as possible. 
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Q7/0910
HOUSING TRANSFERS 


QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager for an update on the number of housing transfers completed to date this year and how many of these involved two tenants agreeing between themselves to transfer?


REPLY:

During 2010 54 Housing Transfers were completed. 

Of these 48 were Housing Transfers to alternative accommodation and 6 were Inter 
Transfers where tenants agreed between themselves to transfer.
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 Q8/0910
LIFFEY VALLEY SPECIAL AMENITY AREA


QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager for an update on the Liffey Valley Special Amenity Area Management Committee and if there are plans for this committee to meet?

REPLY:

 a) Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee

 The Joint Fingal and South Dublin Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee 
was formed in 1995 (after the S.A.A.O was confirmed in 1990).  


Membership of the committee is as follows:

· The Mayors of South Dublin and Fingal County Councils 

· The members of the Lucan / Clondalkin Electoral area. 

· The members of the Castleknock and Mulhuddart Electoral Areas 

· Three (3) non Councillor members nominated by both Local Authorities. 


The first meeting of the Liffey Valley Advisory Committee was held on 1st March, 
1995.   Subsequent meetings were held as follows:

· 9th January, 1996 

· 21st June, 1996 

· 6th June 2001 

· 22nd January 2002 

· 31st March, 2003 


There are no details to hand of scheduled meetings between March 2003 and 2009.  
There is record of an invitation from Fingal Mayor, Cllr. M. O’Donovan to the Mayor 
and Members of South Dublin’s Liffey Valley Committee to a site meeting in St. 
Catherine’s Park on Wednesday 4th Feb 2009 

· 3rd February 2010 - SDCC attendees Cllrs. Guss O’Connell, William Lavelle, 
Derek Keating and Eamon Tuffy 

· 31st March 2010 - No SDCC attendees.  


No date has yet been  set for the next meeting of this committee.


b) Towards a Liffey Valley Park 


The Office of Public Works (OPW), in association with Dublin City Council, Fingal, 
Kildare and South Dublin County Councils, commissioned ERM Consultants to draw up 
a strategy for the Liffey Valley.   The report, Towards a Liffey Valley Park, was 
published by the OPW in November 2006.   The report presented a regional vision for 
the entire Liffey area and outlined a strategy to achieve this vision.   


While the OPW facilitated the production of the report the implementation steps to 
bring the park into existence are a matter for the Local Authorities concerned and the 
Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government.   


In 2008 in response to a request made by the Members of South Dublin County 
Council for designation of a new / extended SAA, the Minister asked for an evaluation 
to be carried out on lands between Palmerston and Lucan Bridge between the 
existing area of Special Amenity and the N4/ Old Hill Road.   


A motion was passed in March 2009 requesting that the Minister for the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government set up a joint working group composed of 
representatives of both the elected members and management of South Dublin, 
Fingal, Kildare and Dublin City Councils, with the objective of actioning the 
recommendations of the EMS Report on the Liffey Valley (given that  the OPW have 
indicated that they are not to coordinate the work of promoting a Liffey Valley 
National Park).     A reply to that letter was recently received and is included at 
 Correspondence No 8 on today’s agenda.  The response reiterates that the steps 
to bring the park into existence are primarily for the local authorities concerned.
 Q9/0910
FUNGAL SPORES IN COUNCIL HOUSES

 QUESTION:  Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager to provide a report indicating his findings in relation to the investigations in to the issue of fungal spores and condensation in Council Houses, indicating what tests were carried out, how many houses were inspected, were weight tests carried out on pumped insulation in walls and 
what measures need to be taken to improve the current situation outside of the general advice regarding opening windows etc.?

REPLY: 


A report to the April County Council meeting set out in detail, the background to this 
problem and the method by which it was being addressed. 


Up to the middle of June, more than 40 detailed surveys were undertaken in housing 
units which had been the source of complaints received concerning dampness / 
condensation in the very severe weather experienced over the winter period. The 
tests carried out varied depending on the circumstances but included the use of 
thermal imaging cameras, moisture meters, checks on insulation, checks on 
damp proof courses, checks on vents / extractors, visual external and internal 
surveys to detect leaks, inspection of water tanks, window inspections and pressure 
checks 
on heating systems. 


Pumped insulation is only used by the Council in cases of refurbishment and is not 
used in newer construction. The use of weights to test whether glass-fibre or 
rockwool insulation batts have slipped down inside cavity spaces has been overtaken 
by the more accurate and precise use of the thermal imaging camera .


14 dwellings were resolved following inspections and discussions with tenants. 


In a total of 24 homes, defects were identified requiring treatment which ranged 
through the following categories:

Condensation caused by defective roof insulation 

Condensation caused by window defects 

Cold bridging 

Blocked or defective vents 

Inadequate cooker extraction 

Leaks in plumbing / heating systems 

Lack of adequate ventilation practices on behalf of tenants 

Treatment of Mould / staining caused by leaks which have been repaired


In all of these cases, remedial action has been identified across a combination of the 
following categories:

Repair / installation of wall vents 

Window repairs 

Insulation works to deal with cold bridging 

Relocation of radiators 

Repair / replacement of cooker hoods 

Minor maintenance responses


In 9 ground floor apartments which are more prone to condensation due to less 
efficient air circulation than in a traditional two-storey house, three different fan-
assisted ventilation systems are being piloted. Their operation / effectiveness will be 
assessed over a period and the selected solution will be brought into general use 
where condensation issues arise and can be resolved in this way.


The surveys undertaken to date represents more than 20% of the properties from 
which complaints were logged. Given the improved weather conditions since June, it 
was not practical to continue these surveys . They will be resumed from the end of 
September when realistic measurements can be obtained in climatic conditions which 
are more conducive to condensation problems arising. In premises with persistant 
problems equipment has been obtained to log temperature / moisture levels over a 
prolonged period rather than on a once-off basis.


It is expected that all relevant homes subject of reported problems will be assessed 
before the end of the year. Remedial works, where warranted, will be undertaken 
soon after assessment. The current programme of testing and remedial works where 
necessary is the most appropriate response to this matter. An information 
programme will also be undertaken in the Autumn to inform all Council tenants of the 
likely causes and solutions to condensation in their homes.
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Q10/0910
WINDOW REPLACEMENTS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager how many window replacements have been carried out in Council Houses to date this year, how much of the allocated budget has been spent, how many more houses are due to be completed this year and finally how many grade 5's are currently on the list and how much would it potentially cost to complete all grade 5's that will not be reached this year?

REPLY:

There is a total 414 houses with grade 5 windows following inspections to date.  


At the end of August 173 units were at various stages of  the process at an estimated 
cost of €885,528 leaving a balance of €114, 472, which will leave enough funding to 
complete a further 20 units.   The entire budget of €1 million will be spent by end of 
September at which stage windows will have been completed in approximately 193 
houses.  


The estimated cost of the remaining grade 5s at the end of the year will be 
approximately €1.3.  Listed below is situation at the end of August

	 Completed
	 Work in Progress
	 Being Priced
	 Total

	 105
	 23
	 45
	 173

	€ 483,837
	 €131,690
	 €270,000
	 €885,527
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Q11/0910
WINDOW GRADING 


QUESTION:  Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager to arrange for the immediate grading of all windows in houses awaiting grading as some tenants are waiting to have their windows graded since last March and are being put at a continuous disadvantage to others as the scheme depends on how long you are on the list after grading is carried out?

REPLY:

Arrangements have been put in place to have these properties graded over the next 
3 months.  This scheme operates under the principle of date of application and not 
date of grading, so the delay on grading will have no effect on their place on the list.  
All the applications awaiting grading only applied in 2010 and the Maintenance 
Section is still dealing with applications dating back to 2008.   
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Q12/0910
BROWN BINS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager what the average presentation rate for the new brown bin is at present, what the target was for this point in the delivery of the service, what the long term targets are for same and what impact will this have on the grey bin presentation rates if achieved?

REPLY:

The Council commenced delivery of Brown bins to customers on the high density 
routes on June 21st 2010.   Based on the presentation rate of 33% the expected 
volume of waste collected for the year is circa 52,000 tonnes of material a year which 
equates to a 1000 tonnes  a week .The projections figures for waste diversion were 
30% of the waste from Black bins being diverted to the brown bin. This would give 
an annual figure of 17,000 tonnes of bio-waste being collected, which equates to 
approximately 330 tonnes of bio waste a week. 


The first brown bin collection was on the 28th June 2010 and the tonnage collected 
was 8.5 tonnes.  On the week commencing 23rd August 70% of the routes were bio 
waste and 230 tonnes of bio waste was collected. This is in line with projected figures 
for collection. This level of presentation should result in householders not having to 
present the Black bin as often.


The Contractor is continuing to deliver brown bins to households in accordance with 
the collection and by 28th August 57,000 brown bins have been delivered, 75% of the 
overall delivery schedule .The Council will continue to monitor the tonnages of 
residual waste and bio waste and the presentation rates of both the black bin and 
the brown bin to obtain an accurate figure for assessment of the impact of the 
introduction of the new scheme.
Bottom of Form

Q13/0910
PRIVATE BIN SERVICE

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager how many customers have moved to a private operator for their bin service since the introduction of the increase in the bin charges and the lack of a complete service in the Month of August and what percentage is this of the overall customer base?

REPLY:

93 customers formally notified the Council that they were switching to an alternative 
refuse collection service provider in August 2010.   This represents approximately 
0.1% of the current customer base.  However it is possible that customers are 
moving to another provider and not notifying the Council.  Towards this end the 
Council proposes to meet with the other providers to put in place arrangements for 
us to be notified.  Obviously if customers change providers then the Council will have 
to ensure that the bins are returned and that that the green bin service which is 
provided to customers at no charge as part of the integrated waste management 
system ceases and that the contractor is notified accordingly. 
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Q14/0910
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager, in line my previous motions on this matter, to make available to the elected members details of the Department of Education and Skill's GIS data for the South Dublin County area provided to this council as confirmed by the department in their submission dated 30th June 2010 on the proposed amendments to draft county development plan (submission ref. Amend0019)?

REPLY:

The Department of Education have engaged with the Council in recent times in 
sharing information on school capacities, projected intakes etc. This data has been 
electronically mapped and will be utilised together with other relevant data in forward 
planning.


Department Of Education Data Supplied can be accessed at this Link which requires 
Flash Player to be installed and can not be viewed remotely.
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 Q15/0910
BANK HOLIDAY BIN COLLECTIONS



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager if he will make a commitment to SDCC customers that all bin collections scheduled to fall on the next Bank Holiday Monday i.e. October 25 are collected in full so as to prevent a repeat of the serious problem encountered in August where some residents were left waiting for four or more weeks for a bin collection, and if necessary to commit to hiring private operators to provide the service if staff unions fail to agree to a collection on this date?

REPLY:

Following the introduction of the brown bin - which was required in order to remove 
bio waste from the landfill in line with the Landfill Directive and the review of the 
licence at Kill - black bin collections and brown collections were put in place on an 
alternating week basis.  Monday customers did have a brown collection on Monday 
9th August - the Monday directly after the bank holiday where  4,544 bins were 
presented.


A proposal for the restructuring of the refuse collection service in tandem with the 
introduction of the brown bin included a provision for collections to take place on the 
actual bank holiday itself was negotiated with the unions with talks concluding in May 
this year.    This negotiated proposal was however rejected following a ballot of 
refuse collection staff.   Following this there was intensive discussions with the 
Labour Relations Commissions which enabled the introduction of the brown bin.  Part 
of the agreement at that time with the LRC was that there would be further talks in 
early October which would encompass the presentation rates following the brown 
bin.  Therefore talks under the auspices of the Labour Relations Commission to 
resolve the issue of bank holiday refuse collections and other issues which are 
relevant to the overall customer base will take place.  The Council is indeed mindiful 
that the absence of such an agreement causes significant inconvenience to 
customers.


Saturday collections in lieu of bank holidays were discontinued because of low grey 
bin presentation rates combined with high costs of providing such collections.  The 
presentation rates for these collections were running at between 5% and 10% and 
the discontinuing of it was part of the strategy of keeping costs to the customer at a 
minimum.


It has previously been acknowledged that customers ordinarily collected on Mondays 
are affected more than others and refuse routes are being examined to explore 
available options to lessen this impact.  Additionally, it was agreed following 
discussions in the Labour Relations Commission after the ballot referred to above, 
that a full examination of refuse collection routes will be carried out in October using 
route optimisation software to determine what improvements can be made to the 
overall service having regard for the customer base, location and presentation rates 
and this will be based on collection data from June to September of this year.


It is worth noting that the presentation rates of brown bins on Monday routes are 
quite good considering the early stage of its introduction we are at and as a result 
this is reducing the issue in relation to the black bin collections.  In addition, refuse 
collection staff have collected all backlogs of waste including any side waste 
presented in black bin collections following the bank holiday over two days - Monday 
16th August and Saturday 21st August.  A combined total of 9,904 bins were 
presented - giving a presentation rate of 50% and containing 384 tonnes of residual 
rate.  As stated there was a collection on the Monday directly after the bank holiday 
when a brown bin collection took place and there were 4,544 bins presented - a 
presentation of 30% and containing 105 tonnes of bio waste.


The Council has remained committed to directly providing for refuse collection service 
to customers and has invested over the years in the provision of that service as part 
of that commitment.
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Q16/0910
BIN COLLECTION CUSTOMERS 


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to detail the number of previous SDCC bin collection customers who have transferred to private bin collection operators (based on notifications received by the council) in each electoral area in each of 2009, 2010 to date and also specifically in July & August 2010 and in the case of each figure to also state as a percentage of the overall SDCC customer base at that time?

REPLY:

The following table shows the number of customers that have notified the Council 
that they have moved to an alternative refuse collection service provider:

	 
	         2009
	        2010
	   July '10
	  Aug '10

	Clondalkin
	           19
	          31
	            1
	          11

	Lucan
	           95
	        185
	          14
	          44

	Rathfarnham
	           62
	          74
	            9
	          15

	Tallaght Central
	           35
	          44
	            5
	          11

	Tallaght South
	           44
	          57
	            7
	          12

	Totals
	         255 
	         391 
	           36 
	           93 



The figure for August 2010 represents approximately 0.1% of the current customer 
base.  However it is possible that customers are moving to another provider and not 
notifying the Council.  Towards this end the Council proposes to meet with the other 
providers to put in place arrangements for us to be notified.  Obviously if customers 
change providers then the Council will have to ensure that the bins are returned and 
that that the green bin service which is provided to customers at no charge as part of 
the integrated waste management system ceases and that the contractor is notified 
accordingly.   It is proposed to commence meetings with private providers to ensure 
that the Council is notified when customers transfer to facilitate the withdrawal of the 
Council funded green bin service.
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 Q17/0910 
BIN COLLECTION SERVICE

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the manager to detail the number the whole-time staff required to operate the current bin collection service, the number of dedicated whole-time staff currently employed on the bin collection service and the number of WTE working days lost to other work Programmes under the management of the Environmental Services Department (e.g. litter-cleansing, cemetery maintenance, etc.) during 2010 as a result of staff from those programme areas being temporarily reassigned to ensure a full staffing compliment on all bin collection routes?

REPLY:

A total of 44 staff operate the 15 regular refuse collection routes that this Council 
provides each day.  There are currently 53 refuse collection staff, excluding 
supervisors and ancillary staff, and there is currently one permanent vacancy in the 
section.  When staff numbers available within the refuse section drop below the 
daily requirement of 44 then staff are transferred across, first from Burial Grounds 
and then from Cleansing if required, in order to complete the manning of the trucks 
and the collection of the routes.  A total of 376 man days in Burial grounds and 264 
in Cleansing have been lost to refuse collection in 2010 to the end of August.


Following discussions in the Labour Relations Commission, the provision of data made 
available through the brown bin presentation data and the accompanying change in 
black bin presentation and the running of route optimisation software the operational 
requirements for the Refuse Service may alter significantly and reduce the 
accompanying impact on other sections of the service.

Bottom of Form

Q18/0910
LITTER – CLEANSING AND CEMETERY MAINTENANCE 


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to detail the number of dedicated whole-time staff employed on each of litter-cleansing and cemetery maintenance (under the management of the Environmental Services Department) and to advise on how these numbers compare with 2009 & 2008?

REPLY:

The burial grounds maintenance section is made up of one foreman of works, one 
assistant foreman of works and six general staff.  Staffing of this section has not 
changed over the period mentioned, 2008 to 2010, however the assistant foreman of 
works has been on long term sick leave for most of the current year.


The litter warden section is made up of six full time litter wardens.  This is one less 
than the number of wardens employed in the section during 2008 and 2009.  One 
litter warden retired in 2009, however the position left vacant by his retirement is 
outside the agreed staff establishment for the section.


There are currently 5 supervisory staff, 32 general staff and one clerical officer in the 
cleansing section. There are currently three general staff vacancies in the section due 
to the retirement of staff during 2009 and 2010.  The current staffing structure for 
the section was established at the end of 2007, at which time staff numbers in the 
section were increased by 12.
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Q19/0910
RECRUITMENT EMBARGO

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to detail the number and type of previously-filled positions in each council department currently left unfilled due to the public service recruitment embargo and to also advise if this council has made any formal requests to government for exemptions from the embargo to fill any previously-filled or new positions?

REPLY:

Since the recruitment embargo came into effect in March, 2009 a total of 116 posts 
have been left vacant throughout the Council.  These unfilled posts are across all 
areas of the Council, the breakdown being 61 officer posts and 55 general services 
posts.  The reasons for the posts being vacated are the Incensitivised Early 
Retirement Scheme introduced by the Government, natural early retirement, 
retirement on ill health grounds, termination and resignation etc.  None of the above 
posts have been filled in compliance with the ongoing Embargo.  However, the 
Council did seek a derogation in respect of the County Law Agent Position in 
September, 2009 and the successful candidate will take up office this week.
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Q20/0910
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to make a report on the applications received to date for the Higher Educations Grants scheme, in particular making reference to the completeness of applications received to date, difficulties with procuring documentation and expected turnaround times, as well as comparing numbers and types of applications with previous years. The Manager is also asked to report on the EFT system employed for the first time in the 2009-10 academic year, and on any contact with local colleges regarding the provision of grant information on "Fresher’s' Days" and other events at the start of the college year as suggested by myself at a previous meeting?


REPLY:

As of Friday 3rd September a total of 582 new applications and 821renewals had been 
received.  There are on average 30 new applications received every day.


 Taking into account the short timeframe between CAO offers and the Department of 
Education’s closing date of the 31st August the Council, in consultation and joint 
agreement with the other Dublin Local Authorities,  has extended its closing date to 
26th November 2010.  This additional period is to allow Students ample time to gather 
all required documentation to make a complete application.  This extended closing 
date has been announced on the Council’s website.


 Assessment of student applications is a complex process, very often compounded by 
the volume of statutory documentation required to support the application.   As a 
result many incomplete / invalid applications are submitted by students leading to 
unavoidable significant delays in finalising assessments and consequent processing of 
grant payments.    Of the applications received to date approximately 20% were 
submitted without all the requested documentation and a further 20% require further 
clarifying information to enable staff to correctly assess their status. This includes 
renewal applications awaiting exam results.


In an effort to overcome this difficulty and to eliminate the number of invalid 
applications being submitted nationally, the Department of Education and Skills (in 
consultation with Awarding Authorities) introduced a new application form for the 
2010/2011 academic year.  It is expected that these new forms and supporting notes 
which clearly highlight the sections of the form where specific statutory 
documentation is required will minimise the number of incomplete applications being 
received.   At a local level this Council has also critically examined our internal 
processes and procedures particularly where pinch points / bottlenecks have been 
identified in order to further streamline the assessment and payment process. Having 
regard to the volume of applications being received and as they are assessed on a 
chronological basis turnaround times for fully complete applications is approximately 
4-6 weeks.


 The number of new applications rose last year by approximately three hundred on 
the previous year and the numbers received so far this year appear to be 
approximately two hundred up on the same period last year.


 The 2009/2010 academic year saw the introduction of payment to Students by way 
of EFT.  While the initial set up was quite labour intensive, gathering all relevant 
information regarding back accounts, liaising with other Local Authorities and 
Colleges, the system worked very well for both the Council and Students and 
payments were made in line with agreement reached between the Council, Colleges 
and Student Unions.  Feedback from both the Colleges and Students Union has been 
very positive and the system will continue for the current academic 
year.     Payments dates for maintenance payments were agreed as:

· First maintenance payments were made as soon as the Student returned the 
completed Registration Form duly stamped by the College.  This Registration 
Form was sent to all Students whose applications had been approved. 

· In line with agreed time schedules with Colleges and Student Unions second 
maintenance payments began on Tuesday 19th January and every Tuesday 
thereafter until all Students had been approved and paid.  These payments 
were dependent on verification of attendance by the Student to the relevant 
College 

· Third maintenance payments began on Tuesday 30th March and every 
Tuesday thereafter until all Students had been approved and paid as agreed 
above and once again by verification of attendance by the College


 Between August 2009 and June 2010 a total of €2.4m was paid in fees and €2.6m 
was paid to Students in maintenance payments. This was an increase of €1.4m on 
the same period in the 2008/2009 academic year (€1.4m in fees and €2.1m in 
maintenance payments)


The Council’s website provides all the required information and links to 
www.studentfinance.ie is provided.   This is the website recommended and 
promoted by the Department of Education for all matters in relation to Grants and 
provides very comprehensive information. The Scheme is also widely advertised by 
the Colleges and Students Unions alike.    As the Council’s resources are currently 
fully engaged in the processing of the grant applications regrettably we do not have 
additional resources to attend events at the start of College year to promote the 
availability of grants or assist with full completion of forms.  Council staff did organise 
“Information Sessions” for Leaving Cert students in previous years and found that 
attendance was extremely poor.   
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Q21/0910
DERELICT SITES 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to make a report on the status of all sites included on the Derelict Sites Register within South Dublin, including details as to the ownership, the date entered, the role of the Council in each case and the Council's understanding as to future proposals for each site?

REPLY:

The following are a list of derelict sites on the Councils Derelict Sites Register:

	Address of derelict site
	Owner
	Date entered on register

	1. Former Shopping Arcade, St James Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12
	McHugh Management Company
	19/12/2008

	2. Site to the rear of 10 College Drive, Manor Avenue, Terenure, Dublin 6
	William JP Egan
	31/05/2010

	3. Former Esso garage site, Main Street, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Esso Ireland Limited
	09/07/2010



Members will be aware the Council is pursuing a Derelict Sites levy of €60,000 from 
the registered owner of the site of the former Shopping Arcade, St James Road, 
Walkinstown, Dublin 12.  The Council must now bring a Motion to the High Court 
seeking to obtain Judgment.  The Law Department is preparing the Notice of Motion 
and Grounding Affidavit at present.


The site to the rear of 10 College Drive, Manor Avenue, Terenure, Dublin 6, was 
entered onto the derelict sites register in May and a Section 22 Notice was issued to 
the registered owner who had 28 days to make an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal.  
No appeal was made, Section 23 of the Derelict Sites Act, 1990, states that a Notice 
demanding a levy, can only be issued on a site which stands entered on the register 
on the first day of January of that local financial year, therefore a Section 23 Notice 
demanding a levy on this site will be issued to the registered owner in January, 2011


The site of the former Esso garage, Main Street, Tallaght, Dublin 24, was entered 
onto the derelict sites register in July and a Section 22 Notice was issued to the 
registered owner who had 28 days to make an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal. No 
appeal was made, Section 23 of the Derelict Sites Act, 1990, states that a Notice 
demanding a levy, can only be issued on a site which stands entered on the register 
on the first day of January of that local financial year, therefore a Section 23 Notice 
demanding a levy on this site will be issued to the registered owner in January, 2011.
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Q22/0910
ROLLING CAPITAL PROGRAMME

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide an updated report on the Council's Rolling Capital Programme, and to make a statement on the matter.

REPLY:

The Council's three year Rolling Capital Programme for 2010-2012 is divided into 
three categories:- Works under Contract, works committed to subject to funding and 
works desirable subject to funding.  The draft rolling capital programme for 2010-
2012 is in its final stages of preparation.  The programme has had to be re-drafted 
on several occasions to take account of fluctuating capital allocations and income 
streams (development levies).  


The full programme will be brought to the November meeting of the Organisation 
Procedure and Finance Committee. 
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Q23/0910
PLAYGROUND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if the promised review of the Council’s Five Year Playground Development Programme has begun, and if so will provide a report on progress?

REPLY:

The review of the Council's Play Policy commenced in May 2010 and will include a 
review of the Five Year Playground Development Programme.   It was not possible to 
continue with the work of the group over the summer months.  The work of the 
review group will recommence at the end of September and the Elected Members will 
be informed of progress.
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Q24/0910
PLASTIC REFUSE BAGS 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can clarify whether the re-cyclable plastic refuse bags being sold in many outlets are suitable for use in the SDCC Brown Bins, and if he can also advise if gradually filling the Brown Bin over a period of 4 weeks or more, before putting it out for collection is safe and compatible with the treatment process used in handling SDCC contents?  

REPLY:

Under no circumstances should  plastic bags be placed in bins as this can 
contaminate the loads.  There are products available on supermarket shelves that are 
100% compostable and state on the wrapper that they are suitable for use in 
council brown bins.   These products are available in different sizes: there are several 
sizes available for small kitchen bins and pedal bins with larger sacks available for 
garden waste.  Manufacturers also offer compostable liners for lining the bin and this 
liner is generally discarded from the bin with the waste material disposed into the 
freighter during each collection


It is important for householders to note that biodegradable and compostable are 
not the same thing.  Biodegradable plastic bags cannot be placed in the brown bin.  
Customers are advised to check the product label to establish how long the bag 
takes to break down  – bags taking 12 to 18 months to break down are not suitable 
for the brown bin but could be used in the black bin for containing residual waste.  In 
terms of the waste hierarchy, use of old paper to wrap food waste is generally an 
environmentally and economically preferable option and should be recommended as 
a first option in all instances.  


Prior to the introduction of the brown bin service the Council assessed the existing 
services in neighboring authorities and the adopted scheme resulted in the Council 
introducing a 140 litre bin with a collection frequency of every two weeks.  The 
Council is aware that some households will not present the bins each fortnight, due 
to quantitative or seasonal factors but where waste is wrapped well and there is 
no residual waste is disposed of in the brown bin this is not an issue.
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Q25/0910
BANK HOLIDAY BIN COLLECTION

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make an updated report on progress made towards providing households with Black/Brown collection on Bank Holidays, especially Mondays, and towards having Black/Bin collection rotas which provides a service which is reliable for all householders irrespective of the day of the week on which their Brown Black/Bins are collected?

REPLY: 

A proposal for the restructuring of the refuse collection service in tandem with the 
introduction of the brown bin included a provision for collections to take place on the 
actual bank holiday itself was negotiated with the unions with talks concluding in May 
this year.    This negotiated proposal was however rejected following a ballot of 
refuse collection staff.   Following this there was intensive discussions with the 
Labour Relations Commissions which enabled the introduction of the brown bin.  Part 
of the agreement at that time with the LRC was that there would be further talks in 
early October which would encompass the presentation rates following the brown 
bin.  Therefore talks under the auspices of the Labour Relations Commission to 
resolve the issue of bank holiday refuse collections and other issues which are 
relevant to the overall customer base will take place.  The Council is indeed mindful 
that the absence of such an agreement causes significant inconvenience to 
customers.


Saturday collections in lieu of bank holidays were discontinued because of low grey 
bin presentation rates combined with high costs of providing such collections.  The 
presentation rates for these collections were running at between 5% and 10% and 
the discontinuing of it was part of the strategy of keeping costs to the customer at a 
minimum.


It has previously been acknowledged that customers ordinarily collected on Mondays 
are affected more than others and refuse routes are being examined to explore 
available options to lessen this impact.  Additionally, it was agreed following 
discussions in the Labour Relations Commission after the ballot referred to above, 
that a full examination of refuse collection routes will be carried out in October using 
route optimisation software to determine what improvements can be made to the 
overall service having regard for the customer base, location and presentation rates 
and this will be based on collection data from June to September of this year.


It is worth noting that the presentation rates of brown bins on Monday routes are 
quite good considering the early stage of its introduction we are at and as a result 
this is reducing the issue in relation to the black bin collections.  In addition, refuse 
collection staff have collected all backlogs of waste including any side waste 
presented in black bin collections following the bank holiday over two days - Monday 
16th August and Saturday 21st August.  A combined total of 9,904 bins were 
presented - giving a presentation rate of 50% and containing 384 tonnes of residual 
rate.  It should also be noted that on the Monday directly after the bank holiday a 
brown bin collection took place and there were 4,544 bins presented - a presentation 
of 30% and containing 105 tonnes of bio waste.
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Q26/0910
COUNCIL HOUSES

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the number of Council housing units which have been allocated to applicants to date in 2010, and if  he can make a statement on the implementation of the Council's new Housing Leasing Initiative and how many units are expected to be allocated to applicants in 2010?

REPLY: 

A total of 223 Council dwellings have been allocated for 2010 to date of these 174 
were to applicants on the Council's Housing List and 49 to applicants on the Transfer 
List.


The roll out and active promotion in South Dublin of the Social Housing Leasing 
Initiative in accordance with Department of the Environment Heritage & Local 
Government circulars N3/07 and SHIP 2010.07 commenced in June 2010 following 
the adoption of the Croke Park Agreement 


An Information Booklet (pdf document) outlining the opportunity   for property 
owners for making properties available to a local authority under the initiative was 
published an advertised by the Housing & Sustainable Communities Agency. A 
follow up national newspaper advertisement was carried out in August 2010. The 
scheme is also outlined  on the Council’s website together with an outline FAQ. for 
landlords who may be interested in the scheme. 


To date the Council has received expressions of interest from property owners across 
a range of property types throughout the county for in excess of 100 properties 
which are at various stages of assessment and inspection for suitability for inclusion 
in the scheme.


In an effort to drive the leasing initiative in South Dublin, Department of the 
Environment Heritage & Local Government approval was received to operate the 
ASH (Applicant Sourced Homes) programme on a pilot basis. This represents an 
exciting new opportunity for housing applicants to source their own home which, 
subject to suitability of the property and agreement with the property owner, will be 
leased by the Council. The ASH programme has just commenced and is being rolled 
out to persons on the housing list on an incremental basis.


The Social Housing Leasing Initiative is in the early stages of development and 
implementation. The members will be kept informed of progress. 
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Q27/0910
COUNCIL WORKING INITIATIVES 



QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for a report on any initiatives the Council is exploring, with the Trades Unions, FAS  and Government Departments, to provide work experience opportunities for unemployed young people in the County. and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

In July a meeting took place with officials from the Department of Social Protection at 
which SDCC made a presentation exploring how the Council could participate in a 
work placement programme. The  Department officials shared their views on the 
future role of the public sector in the provision of work experience and training  for 
the unemployed. The progressive approach of South Dublin County Council to date 
was acknowledged, particularly in relation to SDCC's Traveller Placement Initiative 
Programme. Separate meetings have also been taking place with representatives 
from FAS to explore how SDCC could implement its Work Placements 
Programme. Potential suitable work is being identified following which contact with 
Trade Unions representing staff will be made to advise of our intentions and further 
meetings with FAS will be arranged.
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Q28/0910
COUNTY ENTERPRISE BOARD


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise the meeting of the new arrangements which have been implemented to accommodate the County Enterprise Board and if there have been any new developments in the relationship between the Board and the Council?


REPLY:

The Council has recently entered into a licence agreement with the County Enterprise 
Board for vacant office space at County Hall (previously Property Path) for a period 
up to but not longer than three years.  The licence is renewable on a month to month 
basis 
for a period not to exceed three years.   The Licensee supports the operation 
of the IEZ initiative by the provision of CEB advice and mentoring to participants 
equivalent to  2 hours per week, availability to be aggregated and utilised as required 
over the duration of the agreement.


Members will also be aware that the CEB is represented on the steering committee 
for the IEZ project. These linkages will be further developed on a regional basis with 
the project now being progressed in the Dublin region by the Regional Authority.
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Q29/0910
HALLOWEEN CLEAN UP

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Walsh

What plans are currently in operation to save the Council expending the wasteful amounts (€400,000 last year) deployed in the clean up after Halloween and will the Council deploy extra staff to remove noxious items such as bedding, settees and motor vehicle tyre’s in advance of the event?

REPLY:

In 2009 a total of 523 illegal bonfires were identified throughout the county.  Post 
Halloween every illegal bonfire site was digitally photographed and mapped by the 
Council’s Parks Department for the purpose of identifying the extent of damage on an 
L.E.A../D.E.D./ Parks District basis.  This exercise found that a total area of 
  6233.50m was damaged consequent on illegal bonfires throughout the county in 
2009.


http://sdcc-gis-server/Bonfire2009/default.aspx  


Further the tonnage of waste generated from each illegal bonfire site was recorded 
for purpose of quantifying the overall cost to the Council of disposal of bonfire 
material in 2009 – this exercise found a total of 387.47 tons of waste was generated 
 from illegal bonfire sites at a total cost to the Council of €28,525.40.


The Halloween Bonfire Clean-Up Programme 2009 was undertaken by staff from the 
Council’s Parks , Environmental Services, Housing and Roads Departments using 
shared plant and machinery so as to maximise use of the Council’s resources.


The overall cost to SDCC of the 2009 Halloween Bonfire Clean-Up Programme was 
€101,525, minus reinstatement costs.


In advance of Halloween 2010 the Council will be appealing to all residents and 
businesses to reduce the damage being caused to the county by halloween 
vandalism.  A leaflet campaign is being developed which calls upon everyone to be 
vigilant, to make sure they do not provide bonfire material and to remove it 
themselves the moment they see in starting to emerge.  We are also appealing to 
young people to desist from damaging their community space and depriving others of 
its use.


There will be an inter-departmental group comprising Parks, Housing, Environment 
and Community who will be coordinating activity across the county.  Parks will 
continue to remove debris from open spaces as Cleansing will continue to remove 
illegally dumped materials.  There will not be additional resources assisgned to this 
task as communities themselves are being asked to come together to overcome the 
problem in their own areas.  There will be contact with schools, with community 
groups and with the Youth Services to promote a scar free environment.  The Council 
will organise two official bonfires - one in West Tallaght and one in North Clondalkin 
and are asking that people attend those which will be adequately stewarded and will 
use non-toxic materials.


A new initiative which will be launched as part of the "Building Social Capital" 
programme of the Council where communities who manage to keep a green space 
which was damaged last year free of a bonfire in 2010 will have last years damage 
reinstated and planted in a "Bulbs for Bonfires" programme across the county.


Post Halloween the Council will carry out the same work as 2009 to measure the 
extent to which the county has been damaged.   Where bonfires have occured the 
area will be digitally imaged, mapped, the damage assessed and when material is 
then removed the cost of disposal - often a hidden cost - will be clearly identified.  It 
is the Council's objective to spend 50% less on cleaning up after one nights activity in 
the county and therefore €50,000 is budgeted for.  


It is essential that communities move towards a different approach in keeping the 
county clean and enhancing the environment.  The practice of expending resources 
on recreating the past instead of building a better future is to everyones' advantage 
and positions the county in a more competitive place as well as enhancing the day to 
day life of those who live and work here.


The Council will be working in conjunction with the Gardai in the area of prevention 
of availability of materials for bonfires in so far as we possibly can.
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Q30/0910
GRAND CANAL CYCLEWAY


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Walsh

Would the Council consider in light of complaints regarding the 'kissing gates' at the Grand Canal cycleway which inhibit the cyclist's journey (who at the moment is required to dismount at several gates) that at peak times in the morning and evening, the large barriers are opened on weekdays to allow a free flow of cycling for those wishing to commute to and from work and that the barriers be closed again at night time by either Council staff or a security firm?

REPLY:

This green route opens up the Grand Canal, a major natural resource, for improved 
amenity, recreational, educational and transportation purposes.  The scheme was 
developed to a particularly high standard with the protection and safety of its users 
being a priority.  The route provides a quality pedestrian and cycle way with public 
lighting and latest technology in CCTV along the 8.5km.  In consultation with local 
residents and the Gardai the route incorporates fencing, landscaping and kissing 
gates to help alleviate and prevent anti-social behaviour along the route.  In addition 
to facilitating pedestrians and cyclists the gates are designed to provide safe access 
for prams, buggies and wheelchair users.


There are a number of road crossings along the Green Route at which vehicle and 
kissing gates have been installed as required for Health and Safety to ensure people, 
in particular children, stop before crossing the road and are also access control gates 
to the route.  

 
There are 5 extra kissing gates provided along the route to prevent motorbikes, 
quads, cars and horses accessing the towpath.  The gates break up the route to 
discourage and ensure it is not used as a racing track.  As already stated these gates 
were provided in consultation with local residents associations and the Gardai. They 
are located at the 4th Lock, Killeen Road, Kilcronan Estate, Kilcronan Apartments and 
Grange Castle Road west.


 These 5 gates were left open from the 9th August for a trial period to allow cyclists 
maintain their momentum along the towpath.  During this period anti-social activities 
and health and safety issues were monitored.  It has been noted that motorbikes, 
quads and horses have been using the towpath and availing of the straight run since 
the gates have been left opened.  This creates a health and safety issue for users of 
the route. The safety of the users will always be the determining factor as to whether 
the gates remain open or closed and for this reason 3 of the above 5 gates have now 
been closed.


 The cyclists using the kissing gates have been observed and their use adds on 
average no more than 10 seconds to journey times.  It is intended to monitor the use 
of the route and to make the necessary adjustments, as appropriate, always bearing 
in mind the requirements of adjoining communities, the Gardai and the safety of its 
users.
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Q31/0910
DUBLIN BIKE SCHEME


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Walsh

Madir leis an Tairiscint a ghlac an Chomhairle seo i mí na Feabhra seo caite chun tús a chur leis an Scéim Rothaíochta Bhaile Átha Cliath i limistéar an Chontae, an bhfuil aon dul chun cinn déanta go fóill chun téarmaí na Tairisceana seo a chur i bhfeidhm?

(Having regard to the Motion passed by the Council last February to commence the Dublin Bike Scheme in the area of the County , has there been any progress to date to implement the terms of this Motion?).


REPLY:

Ghlac an Chomhairle an tairiscint i mi na Feabhra seo caite.


Tá sé réitigh go mbeidh an ábhar seo curtha i leith Coiste um Beartais Straitéiseacha 
Iompar an Chomhairle agus go cuireadh said é seo leis an chlár oibre atá acu. Bhí an 
Chomhairle i teagmháil leis an chomhlacht a mhaoinaigh an scéim sa Chomhairle 
Chathrach and tá siad sásta staidéar a dheanamh ar scéim mar seo sa Chontae. An 
mhalairt ná bealach eile a fháil chun íoc as an scéim. Mar atá luaite sa tuairisc i mí 
Feabhra, beidh fhios ag na Comhairleoiraí go raibh “sceim rothaí” mar pháirt den 
iarratas den chiste don Smart Travel initiative – níor eirigh leis an iarratas seo.

Idir an dá linn, tá an Chomhairle ag pléigh le comhroinnt rothaí i Halla an Chontae, 
áit a mbeadh rothaí ar fail don fhoireann agus na Comhairleoiraí. Beidh tuilleadh faoi 
seo ag seoladh Seachtain Réthaistil ar an 16ú Mean Fómhair


The following Motion was passed at the February 2010 meeting of the Council:


"That this Council notes the  extraordinary success to date of the Dublin bike scheme 
in the Dublin City Council area to date and undertakes to conduct a feasability study 
as to a similar application in the County."


It was agreed that the matter would be listed for consideration by the Council's 
Transportation Strategic Policy Committee who have added the item to their 
extensive work programme. Preliminary contact has been with the firm who funded 
the scheme in the City Council and they have indicated that they would be willing to 
explore the provision of a similar scheme in this County. The alternative is to identify 
another means of financing the scheme. As pointed out in the February report, 
Members will be aware that a "bike scheme" formed part of an application for 
funding under the Smart Travel initiative which was unsuccessful.


In the interim consideration is being given to the introduction of a bicycle pool 
scheme in County Hall which would be accessible to staff and members. Further 
details will be provided in conjunction with the launch of the upcoming European 
Mobility Week on 16th September next.
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H6/0910
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

PROPOSED   DISPOSAL   OF   PROPERTIES  /  SITES:
H7a)/0910
Proposed Disposal Of Affordable Dwellings

It was NOTED there was no report under this heading. 

H7b)/0910 
Proposed Disposal Of Fee Simple Interest
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties

           ADDRESS


LESSEE(S)


PURCHASE PRICE


Slademore, Brittas

John Keogh



€41.26


69 Limekiln Green

Joan Doyle



€111.74



J. Horan



County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr    and AGREED:
“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed in the foregoing report. The persons listed in the foregoing report have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the forementioned properties”.

 H7c)/0910
(i)  Proposed Transfer of Lands at 3 Boden Villas, Taylor’s Lane, Ballyboden – Rita and Philip Bradshaw
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council proposes to transfer the site identified outlined in red on Drawing No. 
LA/41/10 having an area of 12 metres wide and 3 metres depth or thereabouts to 
Rita and Philip Bradshaw, in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and 
Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the 
provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.


The lands were acquired (as part of the overall Plot 15) from Philip and Rita 
Bradshaw, 3 Boden Villas, Taylor’s Lane, Ballyboden for the construction of the Green 
Route Realignment - Ballyboden Road to Grange Road Scheme.  As part of the terms 
of compensation it was agreed that the remaining part of the Plot on the garden side 
of the new wall not required on completion of the road scheme and identified on 
Drawing No. LA/41/10 would be transferred back to Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw on 
completion of the accommodation works.  


J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr     and AGREED:
“That the Council transfer the site identified outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/41/10 having an area of 12 metres wide and 3 metres depth or thereabouts to Rita and Philip Bradshaw, in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
 H7c)/0910
(ii) Proposed Transfer of Lands at 5 Boden Villas, Taylor’s Lane, Ballyboden – Charlotte and John Doran
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council proposes to transfer the site identified outlined in red on Drawing No. 
LA/40/10 having an area of 12 metres wide and 3 metres depth or thereabouts to 
Charlotte and John Doran, in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and 
Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the 
provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.


The lands were acquired (as part of the overall Plot 17) from Charlotte and John 
Doran, 5 Boden Villas, Taylor’s Lane, Ballybodenfor the construction of the Green 
Route Realignment - Ballyboden Road to Grange Road Scheme.  As part of the terms 
of compensation it was agreed that the remaining part of the Plot on the garden side 
of the new wall not required on completion of the road scheme identified on Drawing 
No. LA/40/10 would be transferred back to Mr. and Mrs. Doran on completion of the 
accommodation works.  


J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr     and AGREED:
“That the Council transfer the site identified outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/40/10 having an area of 12 metres wide and 3 metres depth or thereabouts to Charlotte and John Doran, in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”

H7c)/0910
(iii)
Proposed Transfer of Lands at Tootenhill, Rathcoole to – John and Mary Cullen
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council proposes to transfer the site identified outlined in red on Drawing No.’s 
N7/CPO1/IP/47e and N7/CPO1/IP/47f - having an area of 286 square metres or 
thereabouts to John and Mary Cullen, for the nominal sum of €100 (one hundred 
euro) in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000 and 
subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.


As part of the terms and conditions for the acquisition of lands from John and Mary 
Cullen in respect of the South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (N7 
Rathcoole to Kildare County Boundary – Road Improvement Scheme) Order 2002 the 
Council proposed on completion of the scheme to dispose of its freehold interest in 
Plot 47, outlined on Drawing Nos. N7/CPO1/1P/47e and N7/CPO1/1P/47f to John and 
Mary Cullen, for the nominal sum of €100.00 (one hundred euro) subject to the 
Council, its nominees and successors in title retaining a right of way over the land.  
The land in question was acquired by Dublin County Council in 1959 from Mrs. 
Margaret Kenny, to facilitate the construction of the Naas Dual Carriage Way.


 J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge   and AGREED:
“That the Council transfer the site identified outlined in red on Drawing No.’s N7/CPO1/IP/47e and N7/CPO1/IP/47f - having an area of 286 square metres or thereabouts to John and Mary Cullen, for the nominal sum of €100 (one hundred euro) in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.”
H7d)/0910  
Proposed Sale of Fee Simple Interest - Small Builders Scheme
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed 
hereunder to Mr. Kenneth Shorten to whom the site has been leased under the terms 
of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. Kenneth Shorten has applied in 
accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) 
Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent 
payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	80 Balrothery Estate Tallaght Dublin 24  
	Mr. Kenneth Shorten.     
	17/01/1974
	Siobhan O’Dea 
	€332.00


 
J. Horan


___________________


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff    and AGREED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Mr. Kenneth Shorten to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
 H7e)/0910 
Proposed Disposal of Area of Land Adjacent to 72/73 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Philip Malone and Nicola Priestly – Variation to Terms
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meetings held on 12th June 2006 and 10th July 2006, noted the 
proposal to dispose of two plots of land comprising of an area of 29.14 square metres 
and 42.58 square metres approximately, being portions of the laneway located 
between 72 and 73 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the respective houseowners, 
Mr Philip Malone & Ms Nicola Priestly and Paul & Alethea Cummins.  Minute Nos. 
C/0386/06 and C/0435/06 refer. The public right of way over this laneway was 
extinguished in 1995. The Council’s solicitor was instructed to prepare the necessary 
legal documents.


Paul and Alethea Cummins subsequently notified the Council in June 2010 that they 
were no longer in a position to proceed with this transaction and were withdrawing 
their application to acquire a portion of the laneway.  Following subsequent 
discussions with Mr Philip Malone of No. 72 Castle Park, he expressed an interest in 
acquiring the entire section of laneway between the two properties. The Council’s 
Valuer was requested to recommend revised terms and conditions for the disposal of 
the entire section of laneway to the owners of No 72 Castle Park, who have indicated 
their acceptance of the terms.


I recommend therefore that the Council dispose of a plot of land comprising of 
.007Ha or thereabouts being the portion of laneway located between 72 and 73 
Castle Park, Tallaght as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/39/10 to Philip 
Malone and Nicola Priestly, of No. 72 Castle Park, in accordance with Section 211 of 
the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 
of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as 
recommended by the Council’s Valuer:- 

 
1.     That the applicants shall pay the Council a capital premium of €1000 (one 
thousand euro) and will be granted a lease in the subject plot for a term of 20 years 
subject to a nominal rent of €1 per annum exclusive of all outgoings with rent 
reviews every 5 years linked to the Consumer Price Index.

 
2.     That the subject plot is as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/39/10 
having a net area of (0.007 Ha).

 
3.     That the applicants shall use the subject plot for garden purposes only.

 
4.     That the applicants shall incorporate the subject plot into their existing property 
area and construct a boundary feature to the satisfaction of the Council.

 
5.     That the applicants hold the freehold title or equivalent in No. 72 Castle Park, 
Tallaght.

 
6.     That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees in this matter.


7.     That the applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuers fee of €250 (two hundred 
and fifty Euro) plus VAT.

 
9.     That the applicants or successor in title shall not be permitted to include the 
subject land in any planning application for planning permission.

 
10. That the transaction is completed within three months of the Council’s approval 
of the       disposal.

 
The lands being disposed of were acquired in 1964 from Siobháin O Dea for housing 
purposes.

 
J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff    and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of a plot of land comprising of .007Ha or thereabouts being the portion of laneway located between 72 and 73 Castle Park, Tallaght as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/39/10 to Philip Malone and Nicola Priestly, of No. 72 Castle Park, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer in the foregoing report.”

H7f)/0910  
Proposed Disposal of Land at Junction of Killeen Road and Old Nangor Road Tto Colm O Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan – Variation of Terms
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 6th April, 2009 noted the proposal to dispose of a 
plot of land comprising of an area of 205 sq. mts or thereabouts at the junction of 
Killeen Road/Old Nangor Road as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/26/08 
REV.A, to the owners of the adjoining property, Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan 
by way of a lease for a term of ten years subject to a rent of €5,000 (five thousand 
euro) per annum.  Minute (H(b)0409) refers.


The Solicitors acting on behalf of Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan have now 
requested that the rent be reviewed in light of the fall in property values since the 
valuation was prepared. 

 
The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer who following re-examination of the 
matter and taking into consideration the current economic climate, has recommended 
revised terms which have been accepted by the proposed purchasers. 

 
I recommend therefore that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 that the Council vary the terms of the disposal to Colm 
O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan as noted by the Council at its meeting held on 6th April, 
2009 to provide for the following amended term.

 
1.               That the Council shall grant a lease of the plot of land comprising of an 
area of 205 sq. mts or thereabouts at the junction of Killeen Road/Old Nangor Road 
as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/26/08 REV.A, to the owners of the 
adjoining property, Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan for a term of ten years 
subject to a rent of €4,000.00 (four thousand euro) per annum, exclusive of all 
outgoings.

 
The terms of the disposal as noted by the Council at its meeting held on 6th April, 
2009 otherwise to remain unchanged.


 J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge    and AGREED:
“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council vary the terms of the disposal to Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan as noted by the Council at its meeting held on 6th April, 2009 to provide for the amended term as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H7g)/0910 
Proposed Disposal of Strip of Land Adjacent 220 Moyville Estate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 to Donal & Bridget Spillane
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Donal & Bridget Spillane,  220 Moville 
Estate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 to acquire a strip of land adjacent to their property at 
the above address which has already been incorporated into their garden. The strip 
of land in question, which formed part of the open space at Edmondstown Green had 
been incorporated approximately  7 years ago when the applicants constructed a 
boundary wall to replace hedging and to alleviate incidences of antisocial behaviour, 
dumping etc.   While the open space had been under the maintenance of the Council 
for several years, the title was only recently transferred to the Council and 
accordingly the Council is now in a position to regularise the title in this case. 


The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has 
recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.


Accordingly, I recommend, that the Council disposes of a strip of land comprising of 
an area of 104 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to 220 Moyville Estate, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. PLS 1682-
03  to the respective houseowners, Donal & Bridget Spillane in accordance with 
Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions 
of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and 
conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-

1. That the Council will dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of 
€10,000.00 (ten thousand euro) plus VAT, if applicable.  

2. That the subject plot is as shown outlined in red on Drawing No PLS 1682-03 
attached having an area of 104 square metres or thereabouts.  

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title. 

4. That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the above l
and (if any). 

5. That the boundary feature constructed by the applicants is to the satisfaction 
of the Council.  

6. That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees in this matter. 

7. That the applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €800 (eight 
hundred euro), plus V.A.T. 

8. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the 
Council’s approval of the disposal. 

9. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 
include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

10. No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Adroit Company Limited 
in 2010 for open space purposes.

 
J. Horan 

County Manager”
 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor P. 
Cosgrave and AGREED:
“That the Council disposes of a strip of land comprising of an area of 104 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to 220 Moyville Estate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. PLS 1682-03  to the respective houseowners, Donal & Bridget Spillane in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
Councillors Cosgrave and Keane both wished to record their support to this disposal which had come to a conclusion following protracted negotiations.
 H8/0910
PART 8 REPORT ON SALT BARN, SERVICE YARD AND FACILITY BUILDING, FONTHILL, OLD LUCAN ROAD
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“INTRODUCTION:


Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements 
in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to 
the proposed works involved in the development of the site approx 0.74 Hectares to 
include a Salt Barn, Service Yard and Facility Building. 


South Dublin County Council’s only salt and road gritting storage facility has been to 
date located at our Depot in the south of the County at Ballymount. 


There is a need for an additional storage facility in the north part of the County, in 
order to provide more flexibility for our front line staff and a speedier response time 
during emergencies/severe weather events. The proposed location of this facility is 
directly 
adjacent to the N4 and as such has been approved for funding by The 
National Roads 
Authority.  


DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:


The proposed works consist of the following:


1. The development of the site at Fonthill sized at approx 0.74 Hectares to include a 
Salt Barn, Service Yard and Facility Building. It also includes facilities for storage, 
parking and re-fueling of plant and machinery, necessary utilities and services.


2. Associated access and egress points to the site.


3. Associated road signage and road markings.

CONSULTATION PROCESS AND ADVERTISING:


The Fonthill Salt Barn development was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 in the 

· Irish Independent on 9th July, 2010.

· The Echo on the 15th July 2010.

· The Lucan Gazette on 19th July 2010.  


The scheme went on public display on Monday 12th July 2010 to Tuesday 24th August 
2010 at the offices of 

· South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght. 

· County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

· Lucan Library, Lucan  

· Clondalkin Library, Clondalkin. 


The closing date for submissions was Tuesday 7th September 2010.  


SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:


1 submission was received as follows: 

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Ballymore, Fonthill House, Old Lucan Road



	1. 
	Submission
	The colour rendering specification of the building indicated on the Part 8 drawing is Kingspan ‘Petra’, which Ballymore  feel would not be in keeping with its surroundings. They suggest Kingspan ‘Wedgwood Blue’ as an alternative.



	1.
	Response
	Kingspan ‘Wedgewood Blue’ will be specified in the detailed design documentation. 

	2. 
	Submission
	There is concern expressed with regard to proposed screen planting, particularly to the south of the site. Ballymore call on the Council to preserve the existing mature trees at this location and to  provide  additional planting of semi-mature trees in this area.



	2.
	Response
	Screen planting details have not been finalised to date. The detailed design of the facility will be carried out to minimise the impact on the existing trees. Appropriate arrangements, including additional screen planting will be incorporated in to the final design following discussion with theParks and Landscape Department.  


	3.
	Submission
	Ballymore call on the council to ensure that adequate bunding and other measures are in place to prevent accidental spillages from the oil tanks or salt barn. 



	3.
	Response
	Bunding for fuel tanks has been included in the overall design of the facility.

In addition. a full forecourt retention system is being provided before any discharge to the public drainage system.

	4.
	Submission
	Ballymore believe that it is incumbent on the County Council that the development respects the zoning and protected view objectives of the Development Plan as far as possible

	4.
	Submission
	The Council will ensure that the development  respects the zoning and protected view objectives of the Development Plan as far as possible.  


RECOMMENDATION:


It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following 
modifications:

· The colour rendering specification of the building will be changed from Kingspan ‘Petra’ to Kingspan ‘Wedgwood Blue’. 


This Scheme is being funded by The National Roads Authority. 

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS

Salt Barn at Fonthill in Lucan

CLOSING DATE – 7th September 2010

1. Ballymore, Fonthill House, Old Lucan Road. 

Link to SDCC Details of scheme Part 8 “
[image: image1.emf]Salt Barn Submission (hyperlink)
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillors R. Dowds:

“That as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area that the Council proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display, subject to the one modification as set out in the foregoing report.”
Responding to a query from Councillor C. Keane in relation to the project, the Manager confirmed that this project was being initiated in conjunction with the NRA.

H9/0910
PART 8 REPORT ON PUBLIC PARK AND PLAYGROUND WORKS AT MCUILLIM, FORTUNESTOWN, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“A report outlining the proposal to proceed to Part 8 Statutory Public Consultation in 
connection with the above was agreed at the Tallaght Area Committee (1) meeting 
held on 17th May 2010 and it was agreed that a report would be brought to the 
September County Council meeting. The report presented to the Committee read as 
follows:


 “Mac Uilliam Estate (Fortunestown B) was originally designed as a 
masterplan of 5 phases.  Work commenced initially on Phase 2 and 4 
followed by Phase 1.  Phases 3 and 5 were tendered as Affordable Housing 
but due to the economic downturn have not received approval from the 
Department of Environment and will not proceed at least in the medium 
term.  Phases 3 and 5 were designed to include amenity open 
space and playground facilities.


The overall Mac Uilliam scheme remains uncompleted as a result with a 
shortage of amenity open space and play facilities.  As part of the Mayor’s 
Initiative, consultations took place on 3rd March 2010 between the Mayor 
and the Director of Housing & Social Development with local residents 
groups.  Following this, a preliminary design and cost plan was submitted to 
the Department of Environment for both Mac Uilliam and Balgaddy 
completion works.  Funding for both projects has now been approved by the 
DoE.


The scheme for Mac Uilliam, as indicated on the attached outline plan, 
includes – 

· A multi-use Games Area (MUGA) adjoining Mac Uilliam Avenue.  A 
sub-base has already been installed by Parks Department for this 
element. 

· A Children’s Playground adjoining Mac Uilliam Avenue central to the 
scheme. 

· A double line of trees east-west along Mac Uilliam Mews framing the 
northern end of the phase 3/5 site. 

· A double line of trees north-west from Mac Uilliam Grove to Mac 
Uilliam Mews creating a landscaped area between it and the MUGA / 
Children’s Playground area.  The bulk of the phase 3/5 site will be 
sown as a wild flower / wild grass meadow (leaving flexibility for 
future planning options) and acting as a general kick-about space. 

· The semi-circular space at Mac Uilliam Crescent will be patterned and 
landscaped as shown and will include a path on Fortunestown Lane. 

· The closing of the temporary access from Fortunestown Lane into 
Mac Uilliam Lane and the creation of a cul-de-sac on Mac Uilliam 
Parade at its junction with Mac Uillim Lane as provided for in the 
original scheme.  

· Railings, footpath and landscaping along the grass verge between 
Mac Uilliam Lane and Fortunestown Lane.


Subject to further local consultation on the specific proposals, this scheme 
will be advanced to Part 8 process.  Capital monies allocated must be 
expended in full before year end.”


Public Notification:

A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001-2007 was published in the Echo newspaper on 8th July 2010.

Plans and particulars of the development were placed on public display at County 
Hall, Tallaght, the Civic Offices, Clondalkin and on the Council’s website between 8th 
July 2010 and 18th August 2010. A further period of two weeks was allowed for 
receipt of written submissions or observations with respect to this matter, dealing 
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, in which the 
development would be situated. The closing date for receipt of submissions was 1st 
September 2010.  


Submissions received:

No written submissions were received in relation to the proposal.


On 23rd June 2010 a further consultation was held with the McUillim Residents Group 
attended by the Mayor, elected members for the area, the Director of Housing and 
Social Services, the County Architect, the Council’s Public Realm Designer and the 
Gardai at which details of the scheme were further discussed. Arising from these 
meetings, the following additional clarifications can be given to the details of the 
proposed scheme:

1. Bollards or protective kerbing will be erected around the periphery to prevent 
vehicles accessing the green space

2. The MUGA will have fencing to prevent balls from straying outside its 
confines. The MUGA and playground will not be locked at night to prevent 
access. The design and layout of both areas will be such as to maximize user 
availability while ensuring security.

3. All playground and park equipment (seating etc) will be of a vandal resistant 
nature and compliant with relevant standards.

4. Play equipment will cater for a range of age-groups and the layout will 
ensure segregation of user age-groups.

5. The park area will be finished to a high standard and maintained by the Parks 
Department

6. Only gentle mounding is proposed which will enable clear visibility across the 
site in the interest of public safety. Tree planting will be carefully carried out 
so as not to facilitate anti-social behaviour.

7. The wildflower meadow will be cut as appropriate on an annual basis having 
regard to bio-diversity aspects of such areas.

8. The park when completed will be placed on the rota for visits by the Mobile 
Park Ranger service

9. CCTV equipment will be provided, the extent and nature of which will be 
determined by available funding when a firmer view of overall cost emerges 
following receipt of tender prices.


Recommendation: 

This proposal is to construct a new public park and other associated landscape and 
other works at Mac Uilliam, Fortunestown Lane, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

The proposed development comprises: 


(a) Construction of a multi-use games area (MUGA), a playground for younger 
children, footpaths, limited on street car parking, seating, tree and hedge planting, 
reinstatement of seeded areas at the open space adjacent to Mac Uilliam Avenue

(b) Footpaths, tree planting, reinstatement of grass seeding and a community garden at Mac Uilliam Crescent (subject to local community participation).


(c) The works also include footpath, car parking and boundary treatment between Mac Uilliam Lane and Fortunestown Lane, the closure of the entrance off Fortunestown Lane into Mac Uilliam Lane, the creation of cul-de-sacs by the closure of the road between Mac Uilliam Parade and Mac Uilliam Lane


(d) All associated works and modifications to existing landform and services.

No written submissions were received following the public display of the proposal. 

The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as clarified in the above report.”
The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as amended in the above report. The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as amended in the above report. The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as amended in the above report. The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as amended in the above report. Bottom of Form

Councillors King, Corr, Duff and Hannon all acknowledged and commended the efforts of staff, in particular the staff of the Housing and Community Departments,  who worked in consultation with the community on this project in a very satisfactory manner.  Councillor Corr also requested that progress be made in securing land for the numerous teams of the area to utilize.
The report was NOTED and it AGREED on the proposition of Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, that the County Council proceed with the development  in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as clarified in the foregoing report.”

H10/0910
PART 8 REPORT ON PUBLIC PARK AND PLAYGROUND WORKS AT MEILE AN RI AND TOR AN RI, BALGADDY, CLONDALKIN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“A report outlining the proposal to proceed to Part 8 Statutory Public Consultation in 
connection with the above was noted at Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 
meeting held on 25th May 2010 and it was agreed to proceed with the Part 8 
consultation. The report presented to the Committee read as follows:

“The Balgaddy Estate was designed to an overall Masterplan in 2000.  It was 
intended to complete the overall scheme in 6 separate phases including a 
large landscaped public amenity space at its heart associated with the 
Balgaddy D portion. This space was used until the completion of Balgaddy C 
by Gama Construction as its site compound.  Balgaddy D Housing Scheme 
was tendered but not constructed due to the economic downturn. This has 
left the overall scheme unfinished and lacking amenity for its residents. 
Balgaddy phases D and F will not be constructed in the medium term so an 
alternative means of delivering the amenity open space requirements of the 
existing Balgaddy residents was explored with the Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government as part of the Mayor’s 
Initiative.


The DoEHLG has now approved funding for a scheme to complete the public-
realm works at Balgaddy.  The scheme proposed will include –

· A multi-use games area (MUGA) for teenagers 

· A children’s playground for younger children 

· Trees and planting opposite the completed dwellings including the 
neglected space at Méile an Rí View in Balgaddy B. 

· Paths, lights and planting to the edges of undeveloped sites.


The attached drawing outlines the proposed scheme.


As part of the Mayor’s Initiative, the Director of Housing and Social Services 
and the Mayor consulted locally with residents groups and the Gardaí in 
relation to this proposal on 4th March 2010. It is intended to commence the 
formal Part 8 process at the end of June.  The capital money allocated by the 
Department of Environment must be spent before years’ end 2010 which 
leaves quite a tight timeframe for public notification, tenders and completion 
of works prior to the end of 2010. Subject to agreement with the members of 
the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee, it is proposed to have a briefing for 
local Councillors at the end of August on the results of the Part 8 process and 
proceed directly to the September Council Meeting to seek approval for the 
proposal.


Some ploughing and harrowing works will take place during the dry summer 
weather to facilitate the landscaping and are not subject to the Part 8 
process.”


 Public Notification:

A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001-2007 was published in the Echo newspaper on 8th July 2010.

Plans and particulars of the development were placed on public display at County 
Hall, Tallaght, the Civic Offices, Clondalkin and on the Council’s website between 8th 
July 2010 and 18th August 2010. A further period of two weeks was allowed for 
receipt of written submissions or observations with respect to this matter, dealing 
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, in which the 
development would be situated. The closing date for receipt of submissions was 1st 
September 2010.  


 Submissions received:

The following written submissions were received before the closing date: 

A. 119 identical letters were received from  residents of the area as listed below:

	No:
	Name
	Address

	1
	Susan Morris
	3 Buirg an Ri Glen

	2
	Michelle Smith
	4 Buirg an Ri Glen

	3
	Denise Gavin
	17 Buirg an Ri Glen

	4
	Rose Stokes
	1 Buirg an Ri Glen

	5
	Sharon Byrne
	6 Buirg an Ri Glen

	6
	Alex Ogechovski
	12 Buirg an Ri Glen

	7
	Kamila Kumur
	6 Buirg an Ri Terrace

	8
	Danuta Jabwnowska
	4 Buirg an Ri Terrace

	9
	Sharon Hughes
	21 Buirg an Ri Terrace

	10
	Jennifer Creed
	5 Buirg an Ri Terrace

	11
	Lisa Manly
	52 Tor an Ri Lane

	12
	Marion Kelly
	16 Foxdene Park

	13
	Joan Graham
	12 Foxdene Park

	14
	Carol O' Neill
	6 Foxdene Park

	15
	Jeanette McCarthy
	7 Foxdene Park

	16
	Lilly McCormack
	13 Foxdene Gardens

	17
	Jill Parkinson
	29 Foxdene Park

	18
	Natalie McCormack
	11 Foxdene Park

	19
	Theresa Sheridan
	11 Foxdene Park

	20
	Sarah Doyle
	9 Foxdene Park

	21
	Yvonne Cullen
	3 Foxdene Park

	22
	Vera Parkinson
	29 Foxdene Park

	23
	Patrick Graham
	12 Foxdene Park

	24
	Lily O'Keefe
	13 Foxdene Park

	25
	Samantha Gissane
	24 Meile an Ri Drive

	26
	Michael Reynolds
	5 Foxdene Gardens

	27
	Natalie Greene
	62 Foxdene Avenue

	28
	Annette Greene
	10 Foxdene Gardens

	29
	Stephen McDonald
	3 Foxdene Gardens

	30
	Lorraine Hennessy
	4 Foxdene Gardens

	31
	Teresa Ward
	43 Foxdene Drive

	32
	Bernadette Domican
	41 Foxdene Drive

	33
	Patrick Ward
	47 Foxdene Drive

	34
	Sandra Brady
	48 Foxdene Drive

	35
	Audrey Berinde
	42 Foxdene Drive

	36
	Margaret Forrester
	44 Foxdene Drive

	37
	Ann Noonan
	25 Foxdene Avenue

	38
	G Domican
	56 Foxdene Drive

	39
	Carmal
	60 Foxdene Drive

	40
	M Lukoki
	64 Foxdene Drive

	41
	Ann Curran
	58 Foxdene Drive

	42
	Colette O' Neill
	52 Foxdene Drive

	43
	Breda Ward
	47 Foxdene Drive

	44
	Peter Dollard
	54 Foxdene Drive

	45
	Marie Browne
	18 Foxdene Park

	46
	Mary Darcy
	17 Foxdene Park

	47
	Donna Mayne
	19 Foxdene Park

	48
	Pauline Bradley
	124 Foxdene Avenue

	49
	Chris Bradley
	22 Foxdene Park

	50
	Stacey Rochford
	130 Foxdene Avenue

	51
	Lilly Reid
	24 Foxdene Park

	52
	Ashling McMechan
	126 Foxdene Avenue

	53
	Michael Lacey
	15 Foxdene Avenue

	54
	Brigid Murphy
	15 Foxdene Park

	55
	Peter Callaghan
	26 Foxdene Park

	56
	Carol Lacey
	25 Foxdene Park

	57
	Jennifer Duffy
	27 Foxdene Park

	58
	Tracey Gaynor
	1 Meile an Ri Road

	59
	Margaret Reilly
	16 Meile an Ri Crescent

	60
	Aderemi Awogboro
	12 Meile an Ri Crescent

	61
	Tanya Murphy
	8 Meile an Ri Crescent

	62
	Francis Noonan
	7 Meile an Ri Crescent

	63
	Awais Kliou
	9 Meile an Ri Crescent

	64
	Mandy Boggans
	13 Meile an Ri Crescent

	65
	Padraig Donnell
	14 Meile an Ri Crescent

	66
	Martin Stokes
	6 Meile an Ri View

	67
	Olufunmelola
	4 Meile an Ri View

	68
	Joanne Smith
	8 Meile an Ri View

	69
	Lora Wofu
	16 Meile an Ri View

	70
	Ron Healy
	14 Meile an Ri View

	71
	Karen Byrne
	13 Meile an Ri View

	72
	Nicola Coyle
	7 Meile an Ri View

	73
	Jennifer O'Toole
	5 Meile an Ri View

	74
	Oluwakemi
	3 Meile an Ri View

	75
	Lorraine Howe
	32 Foxdene Drive

	76
	Rosaleen Alford
	40 Foxdene Drive

	77
	Fiona Alford
	40 Foxdene Drive

	78
	Marian Dodd
	38 Foxdene Drive

	79
	Nikita Cahill
	38 Foxdene Drive

	80
	Lisa Byrne
	36 Foxdene Drive

	81
	David Walsh
	1 Meile an Ri Crescent

	82
	Joe Cosgrove
	2 Meile an Ri Crescent

	83
	Tracey Curtis
	6 Meile an Ri Crescent

	84
	Linda Kinsella
	35 Meile an Ri Road

	85
	Lisa Farrelly
	29 Meile an Ri Road

	86
	Mr. & Mrs. Harrison
	5 Meile an Ri Park

	87
	Emma Murphy
	43 Meile an Ri Road

	88
	Patrick Hussey
	57 Meile an Ri Road

	89
	Angelina Harkin
	106 Foxdene Avenue

	90
	Linda Geoghan
	13 Meile an Ri Road

	91
	Lara Ajiboye
	5 Meile an Ri Road

	92
	Norma O Meara
	6 Meile an Ri Crescent

	93
	John Bermingham
	3 Meile an Ri Road

	94
	Carol White
	24 Meile an Ri Road

	95
	Caroline Murphy
	30 Meile an Ri Road

	96
	Abahati Sulomani
	15 Meile an Ri Road

	97
	Deirdre Whelan
	3 Meile an Ri Park

	98
	Michelle McCormack
	9 Meile an Ri Park

	99
	Martine Omond
	7 Meile an Ri Park

	100
	Sinead Fields
	47 Meile an Ri Park

	101
	Jacqueline Quinn
	51 Meile an Ri Road

	102
	Araminde
	114 Foxdene Avenue

	103
	Ciara Duffy
	41 Meile an Ri Road

	104
	Mrs. O Oladapo
	49 Meile an Ri Road

	105
	Michelle Hannon
	55 Meile an Ri Road

	106
	Tanya Jenning
	110 Foxdene Avenue

	107
	D Emerson
	116 Foxdene Avenue

	108
	Amanda Harris
	108 Foxdene Avenue

	109
	Leon Doherty
	100 Foxdene Avenue

	110
	Lisa Cuffe
	8 Meile an Ri Park

	111
	Dorota Rapacki
	10 Meile an Ri Park

	112
	Paula Haverty
	4 Meile an Ri Park

	113
	Georgina Dowling
	2 Meile an Ri Park

	114
	Amanda Holmes
	17 Meile an Ri Road

	115
	Kathleen Murphy
	28 Meile an Ri Road

	116
	Jacqueline Makengo
	22 Meile an Ri Road

	117
	Rose Houlihan
	20 Meile an Ri Road

	118
	Lisa Mullen
	11 Meile an Ri Road

	119
	Binta Jalloh
	26 Meile an Ri Road


B. 26 identical letters were received from residents of the area as listed below (this letter had one additional point to that at A above):

	No
	Name
	Address

	1
	Rachael Brady
	18 Tor an Ri Terrace

	2
	Jane Foley
	16 Tor an Ri Terrace

	3
	Tara Magill
	9 Tor an Ri Terrace

	4
	Olivia Corrigan
	3 Tor an Ri Terrace

	5
	Nicole O'Connor
	23 Buirg an Ri Terrace

	6
	Karen Nevin
	5 Buirg an Ri Glen

	7
	Nadine Ayoub
	32 Tor an Ri Lane

	8
	Bridget Reilly
	18 Tor an Ri Court

	9
	Sabrina Muddiman
	38 Tor an Ri Lane

	10
	Marek Wijas
	43 Tor an Ri Lane

	11
	Joanna Moles
	27 Tor an Ri Lane

	12
	Ghibulor Ogueri
	41 Tor an Ri Lane

	13
	Paula Dunne
	37 Tor an Ri Lane

	14
	Maria Ryan
	11 Tor an Ri Walk

	15
	Geraldine Moore
	9 Tor an Ri Walk

	16
	Eunice Awosika
	7 Tor an Ri Walk

	17
	Eno Okuk
	27 Tor an Ri Walk

	18
	Barbara Mebtouche
	11 Tor an Ri Lane

	19
	Mary Cooney
	30 Tor an Ri Lane

	20
	Mihreta Hodrid
	12 Tor an Ri Terrace

	21
	Eve Donnelly
	15 Tor an Ri Terrace

	22
	Florijan Frank
	11 Tor an Ri Terrace

	23
	Glyn Dolan
	15 Tor an Ri Walk

	24
	Edward Mongan
	21 Tor an Ri Walk

	25
	Winnie O'Donnell
	18 Tor an Ri Lane

	26
	Olushola Adegbore
	3 Tor an Ri Walk


C. Submission dated 26/8/2010 from Balgaddy Working Together Group

D. Submission dated 1/9/2010 from the Dublin Mid-West Labour Party


Samples of submissions A and B and copies of submissions C and D are attached to 
this report.


A further e-mailed submission was received on 4/9/2010 from Pamela Fowler, 16 Tor 
an Ri Court, a copy of which is also attached. 


The issues raised in these submissions are summarised below together with the 
Managers response in each case:

	
	Issue raised
	Response

	1
	Need for communication with local people 
	a) As part of the Mayor’s Initiative, the Director of Housing and Social Services, the County Architect and the Mayor consulted locally with residents groups and the Gardaí in relation to this proposal on 4th March 2010.
b) On 22nd June a further consultation was held with the Balgaddy Working Together Group attended by the Mayor, elected members for the area,  the Director of Housing and Social Services, the County Architect, the Council’s Public Realm Designer and the Gardai

	2
	Security of the park and play areas
	10. It is not possible to secure and lock the green space at night

11. Bollards or protective kerbing will be erected around the periphery to prevent vehicles accessing the green space

12. Existing public lighting along Balgaddy Road / Tor an Ri Court and Meile an Ri Green & Road will light the open space and play areas. Provision of lighting along the footpath between Meile an Ri Road and Balgaddy Road is not included in the Part 8 proposal but ducting will be incorporated in the footpath. The possibility of lighting provision will be reconsidered when a firmer view of overall cost emerges following receipt of tender prices 

13. The MUGA will have fencing to prevent balls from straying outside its confines. The MUGA and playground will not be locked at night to prevent access. The design and layout of both areas will be such as to maximize user availability while ensuring security.

	3
	Playground and park equipment 
	a) All playground and park equipment (seating etc) will be of a vandal resistant nature and compliant with relevant standards.

b) Play equipment will cater for a range of age-groups. 

c) The layout of the playground will ensure segregation of user age-groups. 

d) The playground area proposed is quite generous. Available funds are unlikely to be sufficient to extend the playground area beyond what is proposed but this will be revisited when final tender prices are known.

	4
	Monitored CCTV with

voice warning
	CCTV equipment will be provided, the extent and nature of which will be determined by available funding when a firmer view of overall cost emerges following receipt of tender prices

	5
	Prevention of dumping
	“No dumping” signage will be installed and the area will be monitored in the normal way and incidences of dumping addressed 

	6
	Standard of finish and future maintenance
	a) The park area will be finished to a high standard and maintained by the Parks Department

b) The wildflower meadow will be cut as appropriate on an annual basis having regard to bio-diversity aspects of such areas.

c) The park when completed will be placed on the rota for visits by the Mobile Park Ranger service

	7
	Explore work experience / training and employment scheme initiatives in association with FAS, CPLN and others to involve youth of area in park maintenance & management
	This is not appropriate to be dealt with in the context of the Part 8 process in that it does not relate to the proper planning and development of the area as defined in planning legislation. The proposal will however be considered in the context of the Minister for Social Protection’s recent announcement regarding a proposed Social Employment in the Community Scheme involving community based work. The details of this scheme are awaited and may benefit in this case. This new proposal forms part of a planned expansion of the existing Community Services Programme and the Rural Social Scheme

	8
	Setting up of Balgaddy Park Users Group to oversee operation of facility
	The Council is not in a position, due to staffing constraints, to facilitate this request in relation to one isolated area of parkland in its area. If difficulties are experienced in the locality as a result of the development of the park area, these will be dealt with within the existing Housing estate management and Parks maintenance structures already active in the area.

	9
	Traffic calming on the main road to facilitate safe crossing from Burg an Ri and the primary schools
	This is not included in the Part 8 proposal and funding is not currently available for this purpose. The possibility of such provision will be reconsidered when a firmer view of overall cost emerges following receipt of tender prices

	10
	Provision of footpath on Balgaddy Road between Meile an Ri and Tor an Ri 
	This footpath will be incorporated into the scheme as requested

	11
	Provision of bollards either

a) At / near one of entrances to Meile an Ri Crescent (from Foxdene or Meile an Ri Drive or

b) On the Crescent leading into Meile an Ri View
	Bollards will be provided in the area of Meile an Ri Crescent / View. The precise location of these will be discussed with local residents groups, the Gardai and the Council’s Roads Department and agreed with the elected members for the area.

	12
	Increase grassed children’s play area & decrease wild flower area
	a) The two wild flower areas bordered by Balgaddy Road and Tor an Ri Court cover land which has been designated for future housing development and is therefore not suitable for re-designation as grassed play area.

b) The use of wild flower meadow for the land reserved for future housing purposes is the most maintenance free, cost-effective and bio-diverse treatment for the considerable area involved. 

	13
	Exclude hills & mounds to ensure visibility & safety
	Only gentle mounding is proposed which will enable clear visibility across the site in the interest of public safety. Tree planting will be carefully carried out so as not to facilitate anti-social behaviour.

	14
	Size of green area at Tor an Ri Walk to be suitable for children to play
	The width of the grassed area at this location will be extended as requested to a suitable size to facilitate children to play

	15
	Boundary treatment and treatment of area behind the landscaped strip on Site 3 
	The area behind the landscaped strip fronting Balgaddy Road and Tor an Ri Walk will be mounded and fenced to prevent access to the lands behind. 

	16
	Provision of further parking adjoining the green area
	This park is being provided to serve the needs of residents in the immediate area who are within walking distance. No further car parking provision is being made in the immediate area.

	17
	Further consultation with local groups before Part 8 decision by Council


	Extensive consultation was held with local groups in March and June 2010 (see 1 above). The Part 8 process is a transparent public consultation on foot of which clear written submissions have been made as outlined above. It is not possible within this process to engage in a further round of consultation outside of the statutory period as suggested. If the decision period was to be extended beyond the September Council meeting, it is likely that the delay could result in much of the proposed works not being completed and any unused funding in the current year’s allocation being lost.


 
Recommendation: 

This proposal is for:


(a) Construction of a multi-use games area (MUGA), a playground for younger 
children, footpaths, seating, tree planting, reinstatement of seeded areas and other 
ancillary works required to complete the works at the open space between Meile an 
Ri and Tor an Ri 

(b) Planting works at Meile an Ri View 


(c) Planting and paving works to the north and east of the open space located to the west of Tor an Ri Walk and;


(d) All associated works and modifications to existing landform and services

The submissions received were broadly positive. Certain proposed alterations arising 
from submissions received have been accommodated as described above. There 
were a number of proposals made which cannot currently be committed to due to 
funding restrictions. As tenders are received for planned elements of the works and a 
firmer view of overall cost emerges, it may be possible to consider the following 
additional elements as proposed:

· Monitored CCTV with voice warning

· Extension of the playground area

· Traffic calming on the main road 


A report on these issues will be submitted to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee in 
November as clarity on these possibilities emerges following receipt of tender prices 
for the advertised works.

The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as amended in the above report.”
Bottom of Form

Councillors Dowds, Jones, Tuffy, Duff, Kenny, Keating and Ridge all spoke on the success of this project and in particular commended the staff of the Housing and Community Departments for their efforts in involving the community in the progression of this project.  It was noted that there had not previously been a Residents Group set up and a group were now engaging with the Council in a positive way.  The Manager was also complimented on his fair consideration and reasonable responses to submissions made and his considerable success in securing specific funding for the project.  The efforts of An Garda Siochana were also acknowledged in their response to increased patrols in the area.
A number of Members acknowledged the particular efforts of the former Mayor, Councillor M. Duff in this project.

Members requested that the Roads Department work in a similar consultative manner towards addressing the road safety issues and the Housing Department was urged to continue with the upgrading of dwellings in the area.
Members requested a timeframe for the project and also if issues of anti social behaviour would be addressed with the presence of a warden in the Park.

The Manager, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development responded by stating that work had already begun on the project, he also stated that the Park would come under the Parks Maintenance brief and that they would be working closely with the Gardai on issues of anti-social behaviour.
The report was NOTED and it AGREED on the proposition of Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
“That as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area that the County Council proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as amended in the foregoing report.”

H11/0910
2010 ANNUAL AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Mayor introduced Mr Thomas Stone, Chairperson of the Audit Committee and the following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Draft


Audit Committee Annual Report to South Dublin County Council Meeting 13th September, 2010


South Dublin County Council Audit Committee


The second Audit Committee was established by resolution of the Council on the 9th 
November, 2009.  The Committee consists of seven members, four external and 
three Councillors as follows:


External Members:


Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology


Tallaght (Chair)


Mr. Gerry Lynch, FCA, MBA, Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital 
incorporating the National Children’s Hospital


Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, New Mark Solutions (Nominee of South Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce)


Mr. Peter Byrne, CEO South Dublin Chamber of Commerce


Councillors:


Cllr. Guss O’ Connell


Cllr John Lahart


Cllr Derek Keating

Schedule of Meetings


At the inaugural meeting on 18th November 2009 the following meetings were 
scheduled in accordance with circular Fin 11/2007:

· 9th March 2010

· 8th June 2010

· 14th September 2010

· 14th December 2010


The following matters were addressed at the three meetings held to date:


1.
General

· Role of Audit Committee


2.
Finance

· Financial overview 2002 / 2010

· 2010 Expenditure / Income budgets 
· Projected income and sources of income 
· Implications of down turn

· Review of Annual Financial Statement 2008, Auditor’s report and meeting 
with the Auditor.

· Financial Reporting Structure


3
Internal Audit


Discussions took place in relation to the following:


· Strategic / Annual Audit Plan

· Implementation of audit recommendations

· Development of Risk register


It can be confirmed that the Committee has not become aware during the course of 
year of any adverse instances occurring in the financial / operational management of 
Council activities. 


Conclusion


The committee is of the opinion that the work programme to date complies with 
requirements of the function of the Audit Committee.  The Committee wishes to 
thank the County Manager and his staff for their cooperation and support.


Thomas Stone


Chair


Audit Committee.”
H12/0910
POLLING SCHEME 2010
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Background


 Section 28 of the Electoral Act 1992 requires that each County Council shall, as 
soon as may be, and thereafter at least once in every ten years, make a scheme 
dividing the County into Polling Districts and appointing a polling place for each 
polling district.  (A Polling Scheme does not specify Polling Station locations).  Such a 
Scheme is called a Polling Scheme. The Register of Electors is then produced in 
accordance with the districts defined within the scheme.  


 The last Polling Scheme was approved by South Dublin County Council in 2003.   
Since then a number of circumstances have given rise to changes to the Register of 
Electors.  These include the 2008 Local Electoral Area review and the subsequent 
making of the COUNTY OF SOUTH DUBLIN LOCAL ELECTORAL AREAS ORDER 
2009.   Some changes were enforced due to the new constituency boundaries and 
others were made to improve voting arrangements than those already in place for 
some electors.  A number of physical ground provisions and natural boundaries have 
also had impact.


 Statutory Provisions 

Under Section 28(1) of the Electoral Act 1992, the Minister for Environment has set 
out the Electoral (Polling Scheme) Regulations 2005.  This document was the 
guiding reference used in the preparation of this draft Polling Scheme.


 Procedure 

Preparation of the draft scheme was based on the following factors: 

1. The existing Register of Elector was used as a baseline for the preparation of 
the Polling Scheme, alongside a critical examination of application / non 
application of the 2003 Scheme. 

2. Electoral (Polling Scheme) Regulations 2005 and 1985 Guidelines which 
included recommendations on the size of Polling Districts, and the distance 
electors should be expected to travel to polling stations. 

3. Population levels (numbers of electors in Polling Districts)  reference 
Population levels in  summary report 

4. Examination of voting arrangements in place for elections / referendums held 
in 2004, 2008 and 2009 

5. Existing natural boundaries. Reference  Natural Boundary in summary report 

6. Consultation with Elected Members 

7. Consultation with Field Inspectors 

8. Consultation with County Register 


A preliminary Draft Polling Scheme was presented to members at a special meeting 
on 3rd June 2010 which was prepared on the basis of previously solicited 
recommendations from Members, field inspectors, County Registrar, adjustments 
made to the Register of Electors since the making of the last Polling Scheme in 2003, 
natural boundaries and administrative issues. 


The following summary reflects the proposed changes on an Electoral Area basis:


Clondalkin:
	FG  
	Natural Boundary:  M50 forms the boundary between Clondalkin (FG) and Lucan (FI) electoral areas. (Coldcut Park now in FI)

	FR  
	Adm: Now 2 polling districts – FR- Bawnogue 1 andFX – Bawnogue 1a.   FX - Polling place changed to Deansrath from Bawnogue  

	FS  
	Adm: Now 2 polling districts. – FS – Clondalkin 1  and FY – Clondalkin 1a.  

	FT
	Adm: Now 2 polling districts. – FT – Clondalkin 2  and FZ – Clondalkin 2a.  

	FU  
	Adm: Polling District renamed Fox and Geese from Bluebell 1   Polling district appears twice in the scheme to take account of polling place for constituency and polling place for Local Electoral Areas.   Polling Place changed to Bluebell from Cherryfield (Dáil) Polling place changed to Clondalkin from Cherryfield (Local)  

	GX  
	Adm: GX- Brittas 1 now incorporates GY- Crooksling (St. Brigid’s Home) and HB- Brittas (Brittas Little and Lisheen)



 Lucan
	FA
	Adm: Rename polling district to Airlie from Airlie 1. Now included FQ.

	FQ  
	Adm: No electors - incorporated into FA

	FD  
	Natural Boundary: N4 forms boundary between FD and FE.  Woodville Estate and also Esker Lane (East side) previously in FE now included in FD.   The estates of  Esker Park and Esker Glebe previously in FD now included in FE.  

	FE  
	Natural Boundary : N4 forms boundary between FE and FD. See FD.   Adm: Now 2 polling districts – FE- Lucan 2 and FO- Lucan 2a  

	FI  
	Natural Boundary: See FG (Clondalkin)

	FP  
	Adm: Polling place changed to Griffeen from Esker 


 
Rathfarnham
	IC
	Adm: Rename Polling District to Ballyboden from Ballyboden 1

	IE  
	Natural Boundary: M50 forms boundary between IE and IH. (Airpark Estate previously in IE now included in IH)   Adm: Rename Polling District Stocking Lane 1 from Ballyboden 3 Polling place changed to Ballyroan from Edmonstown   

	IT  
	Adm:  Rename Polling District Stocking Lane 2 from Ballyboden 4 Polling place changed to Ballyroan from Edmonstown

	IG  
	Adm: Rename polling district Knocklyon 4 from Firhouse 2 Polling place changed from Firhouse to Ballyroan  

	IH  
	Natural Boundary: M50 forms boundary between IE and IH. (Airpark previously in IE now included in IH)  

	II
	Adm: Now incorporates IU (Mount Carmel Park)  

	IL  
	Adm: Townland of Ballyroan and Elkwood house numbers 48 -61 now included in IJ  with an adjustment of boundary regarding proposed new development to be built at lands behind the Garage on Knocklyon Road.  

	IJ  
	Adm: see IL

	IU
	Adm: See II


 
Tallaght Central
	GA  
	Adm: Rename Polling district Robinhood from Bluebell 2.   Polling district appears twice in the scheme to take account of polling place for constituency and polling place for Local Electoral Areas.   Polling Place changed to Bluebell from Cherryfield (Dáil) Polling place changed to Kingswood from Cherryfield (Local)  

	GI  
	Now incorporates GJ - part of Tallaght-Kingswood ED,  part of GK (part of Tallaght-Tymon) and part of GL ( part of Tallaght-Glenview E. D.)   Adm: Rename polling district Tallaght from Mountainpark 3. Polling place changed to Tallaght Village from Mountainpark  

	GK  
	Natural Boundary Boundary extended to M50. (HN polling district never used) (see also GI)  

	GL  
	See GI

	GM  
	Adm: Rename Polling district Ballymount from Bluebell 3.   Polling district appears twice in the scheme to take account of polling place for constituency and polling place for Local Electoral Area.   Polling place changed to Walkinstown from Cherryfield (Dáil) Polling place changed to Kingswood from Cherryfield (Local)

	GR  
	Adm:Now incoroporates GZ (part of Tallaght-Fettercairn ED northwest of Brookfield Rd)   Rename Polling District Brookfield from Brookfield 2a  

	GT  
	Adm: Now 2 polling districts –   GT-Springfield 1 and HO – Springfield 1a

	HM
	Adm: Rename polling district Templeogue 1 from Limekiln 3 Change polling place to Orwell from Limekiln  

	HP
	Adm: Rename polling district Templeogue 2 from Limekiln 6 Change polling place to Orwell from Limekiln   Change name of Tallaght Rd to Templeogue Rd  

	HQ
	Adm: Rename polling district Templeogue 3 from Orwell 1  

	HR  
	Adm Change name of Tallaght Rd to Templeogue Rd Rename polling district Templeogue 4 from Orwell 2  

	HS
	Adm: Rename polling district Fortfield from Fortfield 1  

	HT
	Adm: Rename polling district Templeogue 5 from Fortfield 2. Change polling place to Orwell from Fortfield  

	IA
	Adm:Polling place changed to Walkinstown from Cherryfield  

	IB
	Adm: Polling place changed to Walkinstown from Cherryfield



 Tallaght South
	GN  
	Adm: Now 2 polling districts - GN-Jobstown1 and HN Jobstown  

	GQ  
	Adm: Rename Polling District Jobstown 3 from Brookfield 1. Polling place changed to Jobstown from Brookfield.  

	HD  
	Adm Change name of Cookstown Lane Ext to Kiltipper Way.

	HE  
	Natural Boundary & Adm HE divided into 2 polling districts with River Dodder forming boundary. Now 2 polling districts – HE- Oldbawn 3 and HU- Oldbawn 3a

	HF  
	Boundary redrawn between HF and HG to exclude Donomore Cres and Park, Mountseskin Court; Killinarden, Tallaght and Killinarden Height (Nos 87-166) (now incorporated into HG). Now includes Part of Tallaght-Kilipper ED .  

	HG  
	Adm: Change name of Cookstown Lane Ext to Kiltipper Way.    See HF.   Polling district renamed Killinarden from Knockmore 2. Polling place changed to Killinarden from Knockmore.  

	HH  
	Adm: Polling district renamed Knockmore 2 from Knockmore 3.

	IF  
	Natural Boundary IF divided into 2 polling districts Now 2 polling districts – IF- Firhouse 1  and IO – Firhouse 1a  

	ID  
	Adm: Polling district renamed Killakee from Ballyboden 2. Polling place changed to Ballycragh from Ballyboden.  



Public Consultation Process 


Copies of the Draft Polling Scheme 2010 went on public display at County Hall and 
County Library, Tallaght, Dublin, 24, Clondalkin Civic Office, Lucan Library, Ballyroan 
Library and on the council’s website   www.sdcc.ie   from Wednesday 21st July 2010 
until Friday 27th August 2010. Submissions were invited on the Draft Scheme on or 
before 4.30 p.m. on the 27th August 2010.        No submissions from external parties 
were received.   


One correction has been made to the Draft Scheme since public consultation relating 
to the division of Register Books HG and HF along road described as Killinarden 
Heights and the postal address of Killinarden, Tallaght and is referenced in the 
summary report for Tallaght South above.


 Members’ Statutory Business 


As the making of a Polling Scheme is a reserved function the adoption of the 
following resolution is required: 

“That the Draft Polling Scheme 2010 is hereby confirmed by this Council in 
accordance with Section 28 of the Electoral Act 1992 as amended by 
Section 12 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2001 

Once the scheme is formally approved it will come into operation with immediate 
effect, and shall be furnished to the the Minister and to each returning offcer, local 
authority and member of the Dail for each constituency to which the scheme 
relates.   It will also be required to give public notice of the making of the scheme.”
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Draft Polling Scheme (link)
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor Keating   and AGREED:
“That the Draft Polling Scheme 2010 is hereby confirmed by this Council in accordance with Section 28 of the Electoral Act 1992 as amended by Section 12 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act 2001.”
H13/0910
WORLD DESIGN CAPITAL 2014
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“World Design Capital is a biennial designation awarded on foot of a competition held 
by The International Council of Societies of Industrial Design (ICSID), 
www.worlddesigncapital.com.


The inaugural WDC was Turin in 2008, Seoul is this year’s capital and Helsinki will be 
WDC in 2012. The winning city hosts a programme of events over the course of the 
year. The award is not a ‘status’ designator but a recognition of innovative cities that 
have most effectively and creatively used design as a tool for social, cultural and 
economic progress.


A call for bids for 2014 is expected in the coming months (likely in November based 
on previous years) with a submission date likely to be required in March 2011. 
Making a bid for this designation would have significant benefits for Dublin– not only 
through winning the designation but through the work which would need to be done 
in order to make a credible bid. While a bid would formally be submitted by the four 
Dublin local authorities, it is clear that the bid will involve the co-ordination of inputs 
from a range of stakeholders to make a compelling and well-designed submission.


 In advance of a public launch, the various elements of the city region’s design 
professions were consulted and a series of workshops was held across the four local 
authorities. There was an extremely positive response. The outcome of this process 
concluded that making a bid for this designation would have significant benefits for 
Dublin.


Dublin would benefit from the bid preparation in itself regardless of outcome through 
building the city’s design capacity and infrastructure, raising awareness of the 
potential of design to drive innovation and communicating the value of good design.  
Dublin is neither recognised as a centre for world-class design nor can it claim to be. 
However, it has the ambition, imagination and resources to become one. Dublin’s bid 
must incorporate a bid strategy that is unique yet authentic to Dublin.   It must also 
be pragmatic.  This means accepting that we have much to learn but also realising 
that we have much to give.  

 
The attached document gives details of the bid, the process do far and the next 
steps. The bid requires to be supported by Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council, 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and South Dublin County Council.”
Bottom of Form

World Design Capital Strategy (link)
Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect presented the report outlining the background to the initiative and the application process.  The report was NOTED and the members unanimously supported the Dublin bid.
H14/0910
REPORT OF DUBLIN CITY MANAGER TO DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 2010 ON BEHALF OF THE 4 DUBLIN LOCAL AUTHORITY MANAGERS (THE DUBLIN WASTE REGION) 


The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:


“Report of Dublin City Manager to Dublin City Council on Monday 6th September 
2010 on behalf of the 4 Dublin Local Authority Managers (The Dublin Waste Region) 


Background – As everyone here knows this issue stretches back to 1997. The first 
thing I want to say relates to the statutory position of Managers. It is very relevant 
when it comes to this project. Not only do we, the managers, have to deal with the 
executive issues associated with the contract we were also given the responsibility of 
dealing 
with the Waste Management Plan and its implementation about 10 years 
ago. We have had to deal with the expectations created by this. We have acted, and 
continue to act, in good faith, reflecting applicable Govt policy.  Indeed it should be 
noted that we were under a lot of pressure to deliver facilities to deal with the 
ongoing waste management situation to meet the requirements to direct waste away 
from landfill.


Negotiations on acquiring the site can be traced back to 2001. Indeed before the 
Minister came into power about €40m had already been spent in that regard. In May 
2007 the Project Board signed off on the contract. The Project Board included 
representatives from the DEHLG and the NDFA. A letter of intent was issued on 20th 
June 2007 and the contract was formally signed in September 2007. The project was 
fully in conformity with the applicable Government waste policy when it was signed. 
It is only now that we have a draft revised policy for consideration and the closing 
date for submissions is the 1st October 2010.


Cost – To date we have spent at least €60m and, based on the claims submitted in 
relation to the remaining part of the original CPO, there is a potential exposure of 
another €60m although we are fighting to reduce this. These are our costs in 
implementing Government policy.


Statutory processes – Apart from the DEHLG and NDFA approvals we 
subsequently got approvals from ABP and the EPA for the 600,000 tonne facility. The 
Foreshore Licence which was the most innocuous matter still has not been dealt with 
but I will come back to that in a moment.


Outside Parties who have the contract  include the Project Board including 
DEHLG (pre June 2007), the Attorney General, (Mar 2009), John Hennessy S.C. 
Authorised Officer (April 2010), IWMA (Redacted version through Court Case)


Contractual relationship – The City is, and continues to be, in a contractual 
relationship with PPP Co.  Given that we have been in continuous discussions with 
the PPPCo (Covanta) on many aspects of the contract, such discussions could not be 
conducted in public. I have been similarly criticised on other projects for this but I 
think deep down you understand contract discussions have to be conducted in this 
manner.

Release of contract – However as I have said a number of parties have the 
contract already. If they have read it they will know that there are clauses dealing 
with possible early termination if certain circumstances occur.  However they should 
also know that there is a confidentiality clause. Notwithstanding that this clause 
exists in the contract some people have seen fit to comment on the contract in 
public. When I enter a contract I am legally bound to abide by its terms. For 
example, we have to be minded to the commercially sensitive nature of the contract, 
not just for the City but also for Covanta.  For instance, if competitors to Covanta got 
certain information it could be damaging to them. However given that parts of the 
contract are now in the public domain, it may be possible to release a redacted 
version (excludes the commercially sensitive info). Before doing this we will be asking 
Covanta if they have any difficulty with this.[1]


Panda Judgement – There has been a lot of mention about the Panda judgement. 
This is under appeal and we have been advised that we have good grounds for this 
appeal. The matter is therefore not finalised. It should be noted that Minister’s 
proposals for dealing with this issue actually promotes competition for the market. 


Effective Date There has also been some confusion about what the effective date is 
as opposed to the long stop date under the contract. The effective date is the date all 
conditions precedent (e.g. planning approval) have been met, with a target 
operational date of three years from that point in time.

 
Long Stop Date and Current Position

The long stop date is three years from the date of signing the contract which was 
yesterday. After that there is a 35 day decision period on what we decide to do. [2]


At this stage we have agreed to extend this decision period to 240 days i.e. to the 2nd 
May 2011. The final documentation is with the lawyers at present to sort out. This 
gives us more time to consider the way forward.   If we need to, we can seek to 
extend the period further.


One Condition Precedent relating to Foreshore cannot now be satisfied by the long 
stop date which has now passed. Within the 240 days this requirement can dealt with 
through the agreement of both parties. The effect of this is that even if the foreshore 
matter is dealt with, the City cannot contractually require Covanta to start the full 
construction of the project without their agreement. 


As I said it gives us more time to consider the matter further. It is a situation that 
should never have had to be considered because the Foreshore Licence was by far 
the least controversial aspect of the legal processes.


There has been talk in the media about renegotiation. Most people when they hear 
this seem to think that this includes material reduction in the size of the facility. It 
doesn’t because to do that would mean re-tendering under procurement law. It 
would also require new statutory consents. And we would have to add significant 
further cost to what has already been spent to achieve this. Given the history of this 
project the chances of any firm wanting to become involved in a new procurement 
would be remote. 


At this stage we do have a right to terminate but determining our possible liability in 
the face of a claim is not straightforward. We, in our decisions, have tried to protect 
our rights as much as possible. During the extended period I along with the other 3 
managers will have to reflect on a number of issues such as: 


-         The exposure of the Dublin Local Authorities on costs to date and committed 
under the original CPO


-         Possible claims by Covanta. The contract, particularly in the situation we now 
find ourselves, seeks to limit Covanta’s claims. But they have spent a lot of money – 
are they going to walk away? It highlights the necessity for me to deal with the 
situation and our partners properly.


-         The Waste Market. When the contract was signed waste output was very 
high. It has reduced due to the current economic situation. But the decision the 
managers have to take must consider a much longer time horizon. There has been an 
endless debate on the M50, Terminal 2 at Dublin Airport and other pieces of 
infrastructure and their size at respective times. As an example DCC wanted to build 
a bigger WWTP in Ringsend. Had we got the approval with funding back then we 
would not have to be extending it now. There is also a lot of misunderstanding 
around the put or pay clause. If Covanta process 550,000 tonnes or achieve a certain 
minimum revenue target (this could involve processing less than 550,000 tonnes) 
then in these circumstances, irrespective of the source, the put or pay clause does 
not apply. The 600,000 tonnes refers to the approved processing capacity of the 
 go 
to the highest point on the hierarchy within the region. Separately Covanta have 
done their own study recently and they are of the view that even in the current 
economic circumstances the project is viable. (highlight projections of EPA and ESRI). 
The WTE at best will not be available until early 2014. We would all hope that 
circumstances would have changed again at that stage.


-         Another factor is emerging: Government Waste Policy. For example if the 
Minister proceeds with policies which have the effect of making the facility unviable 
and they are upheld legally then neither party will wish to proceed. But someone will 
end up paying for what has been spent already. Nobody at Government level (within 
this context) has said they will pick up the tab. If they do then that will have to be 
considered also. I can tell you I do not want the people of Dublin to have to pick up 
the tab


The four Managers have been put in something of an impossible position. On the one 
hand we were given the full responsibility so that the policy would be implemented. 
Now at the 11th hour complete and utter uncertainty has been created 


So be it but we will continue to act in good faith. This is particularly important with 
Covanta. You will understand this has limited what I have been able to say in public. 
All others involved in this matter should be acting in the same way.


I will conclude by saying this project can be of enormous benefit to this region.”
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan, presented the report outlining the statutory process of the Waste Management Plan and the history of the contract to date.  He stated that this was a good project which had met with all the required approvals, and that the Managers of the four (4) Dublin Local Authorities felt strongly that if there was to be a change in national policy at this point in time that the Councils should not be the ones to bear the cost.  
A debate ensued with contributions from Councillors Cosgrave, Hannon, Maloney, Keane, Dowds, Looney, Coburn and Gilligan.   The main points raised related to:

· Contingency in the event of a change in policy;
· The financial implications for councils and taxpayers;
· Conflicting reports on contractual implications and ability to “walk away” from the contract;
· Alternatives to “Waste to Energy and the MBT method;
· Helplessness of Elected Members in relation to waste management.
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members queries and stated that RTE had issued a disclaimer in relation to suggestions that the Council’s would walk away from the contract without cost.  He also stated that it was the view of the Managers of the Region that they had responsibility to deliver waste strategy through EU Directives and that waste to energy was top of the hierarchy.  He said that the Dublin Managers were happy to talk to the Department but policy change could mean that the cost would come back to the Councils and this should not be the case.

The Manager also agreed to compile a report on MBT and revert to the Members at a later date.

The following motion was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds :
“Notwithstanding the views of any of the elected members of South Dublin County Council on the proposal to build the Waste to Energy Facility at Poolbeg and acknowledging that the proposal was developed as a result of Government Policy on Waste Management since 1997 and noting the opposition of the current Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to the building of the facility in his constituency, the elected members of South Dublin County Council seeks confirmation from the Government that they will reimburse the net outlay of the Dublin Local Authorities should the project not proceed due to Government actions including a change in policy or failure to make statutory decisions.”
Councillor J. Hannon proposed and Councillor P. Cosgrave seconded the following amendment  to delete  the words “building of facility in his constituency” . This amendment was defeated on a show of hands. 

The substantive motion as proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds was PASSED.
CORRESPONDENCE 
Ministerial
Co1
Correspondence, dated 23rd June 2010, from Minister for Lifelong Learning in response to motion regarding Jobstown Community College
The above letter was NOTED.

Co2
Correspondence, dated 7th July 2010, from Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government in response to motion regarding Derelict Sites
The above letter was NOTED.

Co3
Correspondence, dated 12th July 2010, from Minister for Education & Skills in response to motion regarding Special Needs Assistants at St Joseph's School, Balrothery

The above letter was NOTED.

Co4
Correspondence, dated 13th July 2010, from Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government in response to motion regarding Local Government Fund
The above letter was NOTED.

Co5
Correspondence, dated  30th July 2010, from Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government in relation to motion regarding County Development Boards
The above letter was NOTED.

Co6
Correspondence, dated 9th August 2010, from Minister for Health in response to motions regarding Head Shops
The above letter was NOTED.

Co7
Correspondence, dated 16th August 2010, from Minister for Health in response to motion regarding Low Dose Naltrexone
The above letter was NOTED.

Co8
Correspondence, dated 26th August 2010, from Department of Environment in response to motion regarding Liffey Valley National Park
The above letter was NOTED.

Co9
Correspondence, dated 27th August 2010, from Minister for Health in response to motion regarding changes to Dental Treatment Services Scheme
The above letter was NOTED.

Other

Co10
Correspondence, dated 7th July 2010, from Waterford City Council regarding Gaza Freedom Flotilla
The above letter was NOTED.

Co11
Correspondence, dated 8th July 2010, from Clonmel Borough Council calling for the Health Service Executive to be disbanded
The above letter was NOTED.

Co12
Correspondence, dated 9th July 2010,  from Galway County Council regarding Landlords in breach of registration and payment of NPPR Levy
The above letter was NOTED.

Co13
Correspondence, dated 22nd July 2010, from Dublin Bus in response to motion regarding Lucan bus service
The above letter was NOTED.

Co14
Correspondence, dated 22nd July 2010, from Dublin Bus in response to motion regarding Tallaght bus service

The above letter was NOTED.

Co15
Correspondence, dated 28th July 2010, from Cork County Council regarding Magdalene Laundries
The above letter was NOTED.

Co16
Letter, dated 23rd August 2010, from NRA regarding proposals for upgrading the N81


The above letter was NOTED.


Councillor R. Dowds, supported by Councillor T. Ridge asked that a reminder letter issue to the Minister for Housing in relation to the Council’s earlier request for a meeting to discuss anti social behaviour.  

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Congratulations:  Prior to consideration of the Members Motions the members unanimously extended their congratulations to Rio Hogarty who won the Inspiring Mum of the Year Award at the recent REHAB People of the Year Awards.  Ms Hogarty has fostered 140 children over the past 40 years and was recognized for her energy, generosity and tremendous sacrifice in giving love, support and encouragement to her huge family.
M1/0910
MAYORS BUSINESS  

CHILDRENS HOSPITAL TALLAGHT

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That the elected Members of South Dublin County Council urge the Minister for Health & Children, Ms Mary Harney, to abandon the plan to close the children's hospital in Tallaght”.

REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for 
Health and Children Mary Harney T.D., and upon receipt a copy of her reply will be 
circulated.”
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The Mayor outlined his reasons for setting down the motion including the importance of the location of the hospital nor only for local residents but for residents of surrounding counties, and the negative impact of moving it to the proposed Mater Hospital location, which he described as a very limited site and unsuitable for the nature of a 16 plus storey building. He also highlighted that €22m had already been spent on design without any progress on the actual building.  

Councillors Corr, Cosgrave, King, Duff, Dowds, Brophy and Jones all spoke in favour of the motion with many citing concerns from both a public representative and a personal perspective, while Councillor E. Walsh spoke opposing the motion.  

Councillor C. King called for a roll call vote on the on Motion.  A Roll Call Vote was taken as follows:

[image: image2.emf]
For - 18
Against - 1
Absent - 7
Abstained - 0
The Motion was CARRIED.
 M2/0910 
SCHOOLS

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on how this Council supports schools in the County, including schools that make a particular effort on environmental matters such as reducing, reusing and recycling? Would the Manager also report on how the Council can continue to support and encourage schools, including children, students, teachers and parents who participate in such school projects and lead by great example”

REPORT:

“The Environmental Awareness Staff support and promote environmental education 
and awareness in the county. Support and information is offered to schools on the 
following topics litter, waste, recycling, energy conservation and water 
conservation. Communication of supports is by a variety of means outlined below.


The Green Times Newsletter – Since October 2007 the Green Times Newsletter 
has been posted to all schools twice a year. From 2009 the newsletter has been 
printed in both Irish and English. It has up to date information on environmental 
education and awareness supports offered to schools. All the newsletters are also 
available to download from South Dublin County Councils website. Over the past 
three years environmental education and awareness supports advertised in the 
newsletter have included the following:


Information on 


Ø       School talks by Environmental Awareness Staff with litter warden on litter & 
waste also on energy & water 


Ø       An Taisce’s Green Schools Programme


Ø       Environmental Schools Competition


Ø       Recycled Christmas Decoration Competition 


Ø       Halloween and Christmas themed recycling make and do workshops for class 
groups


Ø       Ordering Water Conservation Pack for Schools and Hippo water conservation 
devices


Ø       Free of compost bins & green bins for school 


Ø       Sustainable Energy Ireland workshops and resources for Junior cycle primary 
schools and secondary schools


Ø       Sustainable Energy Ireland workshops in South Dublin County for Senior Cycle 
primary schools 


Ø       Giant Waste Challenge Game on loan to schools


Ø       Eco Week events and invitation for schools to book events for their school 


Ø       Social Credit System


Ø       National campaigns and events such as Change.ie, Appetite for Action, Gum 
Litter taskforce, National Spring Clean, PURE, Gum Litter Taskforce, Eco Unesco 
Young Environmentalist Award


Ø       Local campaigns and events – Grand Canal Awareness, CCRI WEEE collections 
for schools, The Big Picture, 


Ø       School Gardens – information on South Dublin County Council’s demonstration 
school garden at the allotments in Tymon Park, Tallaght. The garden is maintained 
and used by St. Joseph's Special School but schools can contact the Tymon Park to 
arrange a visit.


Ø       Battery Recycling 


Contact details for the Environmental Awareness Section are on the newsletter and 
schools are encouraged to contact us to avail of any of the above.


In addition to the above, support is also available to sccools and the wider 
community through the following initiatives -


Website – all the information detailed in this report is available on the 
Environmental Awareness pages of South Dublin County Council’s website.


The Green Schools Programme - South Dublin County Council Environmental 
Awareness Staff carry out Green School Assessments at schools that are participating 
in the Green Schools Programme and send assessment reports to An Taisce. Once 
schools are awarded the Green Flag by An Taisce, the Environmental Awareness 
Section writes to each school to offer to attend Green Flag raising ceremony with the 
Mayor at the school. The Environmental Awareness Staff also write and issue a press 
release and send it along with photos to the local press.


An Taisce Green School information Seminar for Schools - The Environmental 
Awareness Section also organises a venue for An Taisce Green School information 
Seminar for Schools in County and writes out to all schools to invite them to attend. 
There are usually two sessions at the seminar. The first session provides an 
introduction for schools starting out on the Green Schools programme and covers the 
first theme of litter and waste. The second session is for schools with green flags that 
are working on implementing the Energy and Water themes.


Water Conservation - Schools can request the Water Conservation Pack for 
Schools in Irish and or English and Hippo water conservation devices for toilet 
cisterns. Information on the pack and hippos are in the schools newsletter and on 
South Dublin County Council’s website.


Environmental Schools Anti Litter Competition - each year all schools are 
posted out application forms and invited to participate in the following the 
Environmental Schools Anti Litter Competition. 


National Spring Clean - each year all schools are posted out application forms and 
newsletters to participate in the An Taisce’s National Spring Clean, Irelands largest 
anti litter event.


 Bonfire Awareness – Bonfire awareness posters were sent to all secondary schools 
in the County in 2009. 


 Sustainable Energy Ireland Workshops - The Environmental Awareness Section 
also organises a venue for SEI workshops for schools and takes bookings from 
schools.


 Anti Litter and Anti Graffiti Grant – Schools are sent information on the Anti 
Litter and Anti Graffiti Grant. Applications should seek to promote public awareness 
and education in relation to litter and/or graffiti.  This Grant Scheme has a particular 
focus on voluntary initiatives by community and environmental groups, and on 
involving schools and young people in anti-litter and anti- graffiti action. In 2009 two 
schools were funded under this grant. In addition Garbo Productions were funded 
under the grant to deliver the Greendream Anti Litter Drama Workshop to 1200 
children from 14 Junior schools. The workshop consisted of warm up games and 
drama role play which focused on the theme of litter in our parks. The children 
imagined being creatures in their local park. Later they talked about how the 
creatures feel if litter is left in the park. Teachers were also provided with a work 
pack with follow on exercises that tied into the anti-litter theme of the workshops. 
Each school was invited to encourage pupils to create Anti Litter Posters and enter a 
competition. 

 
Local Agenda 21 Environment Partnership Fund – Schools are sent information 
on the Local Agenda 21 Environment Partnership Fund – four schools were directly 
funded under this fund for projects. In addition workshops funded under the grant 
will be delivered to schools during Eco Week (19th to 24th April 2010) including 
workshops on Biodiversity, Birds and the environment, Nature, waste and recycling 
shows and workshops. All schools will receive Eco Week brochures and are invited to 
book events and take part. 


Global Action Plan (GAP) began operating in South Dublin County in the spring of 
2007 delivering a wide variety of projects for Community Groups, Youth Groups and 
Schools. GAP Action at School is an environmental programme that helps schools 
to save resources and money. The year long programme is curriculum linked and 
helps schools to tackle waste or energy over the school year. The process is quite 
unique 
and involves the formation of an Action Team that includes students, 
teachers, school managers, caretaking staff and boards of management. The Action 
Team is trained 
and helped to measure the school’s environmental impact, set 
improvement targets, communicate effectively and build partnerships with local 
community organisations. The students are encouraged to come up with imaginative 
solutions and lead the way in implementing them, gaining skills in decision-
making and project management. To date GAP Action at School Projects have 
been delivered to five Primary Schools and three Secondary Schools in the 
County.”
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Councillor D. Keating in response to the report stated that he appreciated the comprehensive report received and thanked the Manager. He congratulated the Environmental Services Department on the work they do and referred specifically to St Lorcan’s school in Palmerston and how it has progressed and  acknowledge the efforts of all staff involved in that project.
Councillor E. Maloney remarked that although South Dublin County Council schools had more green flags than anywhere else it was unfortunate that areas featured badly in IBAL.
In supporting the motion Councillors E. Walsh and D. Looney made reference to a credit system for returns proposed some time ago by Councillor M. Corr and to  St. Maelruan’s school now in line for a sixth green flag and the importance of education and awareness in eliminating the environmental problem.
The report was NOTED.
  M3/0910
WORK PLACEMENT

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this council requests the Manager to present a detailed report for discussion on efforts to introduce appropriate work-placement/training Programmes to gainfully engage unemployed persons in projects such as environmental improvement works as requested by this council in a motion adopted at the March council meeting”.

REPORT:

“Motion NO 15 as follows was AGREED at the March meeting 


“That this council requests the Manager to examine the feasibility of 
introducing appropriate work-placement/training programme, in 
conjunction if necessary with FAS, to gainfully engage unemployed persons 
in projects such as environmental improvement works; and furthermore 
calls on the government to remove any bureaucratic blockages to the 
establishment of such schemes by local authorities".   

Accordingly letters as attached issued to the Minister for Finance, the Minister for the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, and the Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment (now Innovation) informing them of the Motion.   
Acknowledgements and responses as received are attached.     Senior management 
officials met recently with the Minister for Trade Enterprise and Innoation at which a 
number of issues were discussed, and it is expected that further  meetings will take 
place between both parties over the coming months.  Separate meetings have also 
been taking place with representatives from FAS to explore how SDCC could 
implement its Work Placements Programme. Potential suitable work is being 
identified following which contact with Trade Unions representing staff will be made 
to advise of our intentions and further meetings with FAS will be arranged.


Motion No 6 as follows was AGREED at the April meeting 


“That this Council,

(a) building on the experience of the Intellectual Enterprise Zones and 
complementary to the role of the County Development Board, act as the 
catalyst and bring together representatives of the County Enterprise Board, 
The Chamber of Commerce, SIPTU, IBEC, FAS, Social Welfare, The VEC and 
IT Tallaght, with the specific objective of identifying and devising a range 
of responses and strategies for their implementation, that can be 
implemented as a matter of urgency at County and local level, and which 
address directly the unprecedented level and scale of unemployment being 
experienced by persons and families in this County, and that

(b) a sub-committee, composed of representatives of all political groupings 
in the chamber and Senior Management of this Council, be established to 
guide and participate in the process and to oversee and monitor the 
implementation of the recommendations.

(c) the sub-committee to report progress to this Council at each Monthly 
Meeting.”     

At that time the  County Manager suggested that the Council might be able to work 
the sentiments of the motion into a pilot work place / training project, subject to the 
cooperation of the Unions.  He committed to reverting to the Council through the 
Corporate Policy Group with an initial scoping paper, and it was agreed that the CPG 
become the forum for this initiative, receiving monthly updates.  Minutes of all CPG 
meetings are now available to all members through membersnet via CMAS.


Members have been regularly updated on the IEZ project which is now 
being developed on a regional basis. The project provides opportunities for 
participants to develop new approaches to business and work opportunities through 
networking, access to relevant training and mutual support. It has been developed on 
an interagency basis involving the Dept of Social Protection, FAS, CEB and 
other stakeholders.”
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Councillor Lavelle outlined his reasons for putting forward this Motion.  He spoke of the bureaucracy which is encountered when dealing with agencies on this issue and that when the Council is struggling with staff embargoes and the need to maintain frontline services, training opportunities should be given by the Council to the unemployed of the area.  He stressed that it was not intended to replace jobs but to augment existing council services. He noted that it was apparent from the Manager’s report that meetings are in progress with agencies and he requested that members be updated on the outcome of these meetings. 
Councillors Tuffy, Corr, and Gilligan all supported the Motion and the following points were raised

· The Government is now responding to the jobs crisis and the Manager was to be complimented in his efforts to date in the area of creation of opportunities for work experience within the Council;
· The need to focus on RAPID areas and Internships particularly within youth employment with emphasis on meaningful accreditation rather than reducing live register numbers.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate Services, Human Resources and Libraries responded to all queries raised and advised of in excess of 50 participants in current CE schemes. She referred to the training element given within the Council which is excellent and was linked in some instances to the Social Credits Programme.
Ms Walsh advised that she had noted from recent meetings that legislation is imminent which will consolidate work placements and employment schemes and that the Council is open to participation in any new schemes or realignment of old schemes.  She committed to continued discussion at CPG (the agreed forum) and advised that updates will be brought to the Council.
The County Manager, Mr. J. Horan, clarified to the meeting the numbers currently on various work placements (125) and of a further 40 working on designated schemes within our leisure facilities. 
The report was NOTED.
 M4/0910
VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE 


It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny and Seconded by Councillor T. 
Ridge:
“This Council condemns the government for the drastic consequences which the cuts in local authority funding are having on the provision of services at council level. These cuts will impact most on the most disadvantaged areas and on the most vulnerable within them.  

This government is responsible for the greatest economic and financial crises in the history of the state. The current economic crisis is the result of years of neo-liberal economic policies that have favoured the interests of big business and profit over the needs of people and the environment. The greed and corruption of the ruling elite now threaten our country with catastrophe and this Council records a vote of no confidence in the Fianna Fail/Green Party government.”

REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments with be conveyed to the 
appropriate bodies.”
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Councillor Kenny outlined his position in relation to this Motion which was self explanatory.  He stated that the 29th September, when the Dail sits again would be a worldwide day of action against cuts in Europe.

The motion was PASSED on a show of hands. 
M5/0910
LAND PURCHASES

 It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Committee asks that Councillors are informed about land purchases by South Dublin County Council every time such a land purchase is completed”.

REPORT:

“The majority of land acquisitions at present are to facilitate Road Construction and 
Road Improvement Schemes, and these acquisitions are by way of Compulsory 
Purchase Order.  The Members for each area have always been advised when a 
Compulsory Purchase Order has been made.  In recent years there have been no 
new Compulsory Purchase Order Schemes, but the actual compensation payments 
and land transfers are still ongoing for some plots on existing Compulsory Purchase 
Orders.  In most circumstances the areas of land involved are for carriageway 
median, footpaths and cycle track purposes, but on occasions it has been necessary 
to acquire larger plots of land to facilitate, bridge construction etc. It has also 
been necessary to acquire houses or business premises, where it would not be viable 
to continue running a business from the remaining premises, following the acquisition 
of lands, and where the Councils Valuer recommend the purchase of residual interest 
rather than pay considerable injurious affection charges.   


There are of course other land acquisitions from time to time for other Council 
purposes, or if considered prudent, in order to provide for the Councils future needs.  
However, again in recent times, because of the Council’s financial status, these are 
carefully considered, and acquisitions are not as frequent as in the past.  


If the above motion is passed by the Members, arrangements can be made to advise 
the Members of all land acquisitions in the future.  However, reference to existing 
Compulsory Purchase Order drawings does clearly indicate the majority of lands 
being acquired to meet the Council’s projected needs.  Any additional acquisitions 
(acquisitions by agreement) can be notified to the Members as appropriate.”
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Councillor Dowds spoke on the Motion and while acknowledging that land acquisitions are not required to be brought to Council he requested that Councillors be updated on land purchased recently by the Council.  

The Manager, Mr. J. Horan, explained that any action to acquire lands requires  Executive Order which is signed by him.  The process is sometimes strategic so therefore is dealt with outside the Chamber.  Details of recent purchases would be available to Councillors if they so wished.

The report was NOTED.

EM/0910
EMERGENCY MOTION
In accordance with Standing Order 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney proposed, and the members unanimously agreed, to suspend standing orders in order to deal with an emergency motion as follows:


Proposed by Councillor C. Brophy and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council directs the Manager to:

· Extend the programme of organised bonfires & Halloween Festivals to areas which had a large number of unauthorised Halloween bonfires recorded last year and where the expenditure incurred on an organised bonfire would likely result in less unauthorised bonfires in the area thus saving the council money; 

· Putting staff resources in place over the Halloween weekend to dismantle bonfires and remove material being stockpiled for burning; 

· Implement a policy of cleaning up bonfires and re-instating damaged open spaces as soon as possible after Halloween”. 

Councillors Brophy, Corr, Walsh, Gilligan, King, Ridge and Hannon all contributed to the debate.

The main points of discussion centered on the following issues:

· Halloween 2010 falls on Sunday and as a result it is likely that bonfire material will be gathered after close of Council business on Friday and there will be no way to dispose of it over the weekend;
· The Council should support more organized bonfires and communities should not be penalized by Council’s non reinstatement of ground used for bonfires repaired;
· The use of GIS to identify where bonfires took place last year to identify possible areas for organized bonfires in the future;
· Clarification on cost of clean up;
· Situation where the bonfires are used by some residents to dispose of domestic refuse, in some cases, due to increased fee of waste charge;
· Members of the public must be made aware of the position and consequences with regard to illegal dumping on open space; 

· Savings accrued as a result of organized bonfires;
· The validity of this as an emergency motion given the annual status of the festivity;
· The warrant of further debate at a more opportune time in the meeting.
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan stated that bonfires have quite an impact on finance and suggested that a report be presented on the matter to the Organisation Procedure and Finance meeting due next Thursday.   He advised that careful consideration had been given to measures and referred to the success of measures taken last year contributing to the fact that 2009 expenditure was the lowest ever because it was not done on overtime (costs have in previous years been as high as €400,000).  He also referred to  Health & Safety implications and the need for Garda co-operation.  

It was unanimously agreed to discuss this matter in full with the Director of Environmental Services, Ms P. Poole at the O.P. & F. meeting on Thursday 16th September 2010.
M6/0910
VENDORS 

Councillor J. Lahart  - As Councillor Lahart was absent from the chamber this motion fell in accordance with Standing Order 20:


“That the manager outline what laws/bye-laws govern, and what licenses are required for, vendors who set up outside churches to sell newspapers on Sundays, and that the manager agrees that these are proving inadequate and are in need of review in order to regulate and license such practices more appropriately and to open the matter up to public consultation.”
M13/0910
ILLEGAL SIGNS 

It was proposed by Councillor T. Delaney, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:
“That the Manager report on the Council’s policy on businesses and organisations breaking litter laws by erecting illegal signs on grass verges, poles etc around the county and detail how many fines have been issued and also what is the collection rate from same.  It is a particular problem around Clondalkin Village”.

REPORT:

“Any signs of the type outlined in the Motion that are erected on Council property are 
subject to enforcement of Section 19(1) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as 
amended, by the local Litter Warden.  Permission is not generally given by the 
Council for any such signage on its property and any such instances reported to the 
Litter Warden will be acted upon.


Section 19(1) of the Litter Pollution Act. 1997, as amended, relates to the prohibition 
of articles and advertisements on and defacement of certain structures or other land, 
door, gate, window, tree, pole or post in or visible from a public place. Irish Statute 
Book. 


According to records, 418 fines were issued Countywide in 2009 for breaches of 
Section 19(1) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 as amended.  


 Of these, 232 fines were paid, for a value of €150 x 232 = €34,800.


 In 2010 in the period January to July, there were 181 fines issued for breaches of 
Section 19(1).


 To date, 85 of these have been paid, for a value of €150 x 85 = €12,750.”
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The report was NOTED.
M24/0910
CITYWIDE DRUGS CAMPAIGN


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney  and AGREED without debate:
“That South Dublin County Council supports the Citywide Drugs Crisis Campaign against cuts to Drugs Task Force funding, and calls for the government to allocate the money from the Criminal Assets Bureau to Regional & Local Drugs Task Forces to assist in the provision of services in their communities and to provide the neccessary funding for a Regional Criminal Assets Bureau office be located in South Dublin County to assist in combating those who are profiting from the Drugs Trade”.


REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the appropriate 
bodies and upon receipt a copy of reply will be circulated.”
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M25/0910
NEUROLOGICAL ALLIANCE OF IRELAND


It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED without debate:
“That South Dublin County Council expresses its support for the campaign by the Neurological Alliance of Ireland (www.nai.ie) seeking a national programme for neurological care and calls on both the Minister for Health and the HSE to publish and implement proposals for investing in and improving services for people with neurological conditions.”
M26/0910
MAYORS INITIATIVE

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That the Manager would provide the meeting with an updated report on the two projects, in Tallaght and Balgaddy, being undertaken as the Mayors Initiative.”

REPORT:

“BALGADDY

The Council will continue to work closely with the Balgaddy Working Together Group 
on a regular basis and is liaising with the newly formed Environmental Group in 
relation to their environmental issues.


The Mayor's Initiative continues successfully in Balgaddy and a number of productive 
meetings have been held with the Balgaddy Working Together Group.


Actions to date have included :

· a major clean-up day on May 8th, 2010 which proved very successful and 
planting training workshops which took place in the Rosse Court Training 
Centre in March.  

· Residents used this training to carry out planting workshops with local 
residents in the estate on Saturday 12th June. 

· On 15th August, 2010 a family funday was arranged for the Balgaddy area 
and was attended by up to 700 local people.


The Community Department have been working with the group to discuss grants 
available and to establish their constitution. The Council is also working closely with 
the Ronanstown Youth Service to draw up their licence in preparation for their staff 
to move into the unit in Tor An Rí. It is intended that they will be in a position to 
operate from this unit over the coming weeks.


 The DOEHLG recently approved funding for a scheme to complete the public-realm 
works at Balgaddy.  The scheme proposed will include –

· A multi-use games area (MUGA) for teenagers 

· A children’s playground for younger children 

· Trees and planting opposite the completed dwellings including the neglected 
space at Méile an Rí View in Balgaddy B . 

· Paths, lights and planting to the edges of undeveloped sites. 


A report on the Part 8 process for this proposal is being presented to this meeting 
under Headed item 10.

********

McUILLIAM


The County Architect has also prepared a Master Plan for the development of the 
open spaces at Macuilliam Estate as part of the Mayors Initiative for the improvement 
of this new housing complex.


A report on the Part 8 process for these works is being presented to this meeting 
under Headed item 9.


The cost of the works will be financed from monies recently secured from The 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the basis that 
community facilities which were to be provided on completion of all phases of 
housing in Fortunestown were negatively impacted by the current economic slow 
down. 


The Mayor convened a number of successful meetings in Macuilliam Estate earlier 
this year following which a number of environmental projects were successfully 
undertaken such as the execution of landscaping works, the provision of railings, the 
carrying out of estate cleanups and the holding of a soccer tournament to coincide 
with the world cup which drew on the diversity of nationalities resident in 
Macuilliam.”
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The report was NOTED.
MOTIONS NOT REACHED:
 (M7)
PARKS AND MAINTENANCE STAFF


Councillor B. Lawlor
That this Council while acknowledging the hard work of the Parks and Environment maintenance staff calls on the Manager to once and for all address the ongoing problem of when residents associations or voluntary groups agree a pick up date for rubbish and green waste after an estate or park cleanup by them that this council collects within a set time frame 1-3 days of agreed date.
(M8)
VEOLIA


Councillor D. Looney
That this Council, in light of the ongoing suffering of the Palestinian people, recognises (1) that Veolia is a leading partner in the consortium contracted to build a light railway system linking Israel to illegal settlements in occupied East Jerusalem, (2) that the Irish government and the U.N does not recognise Israel’s annexation and occupation of East Jerusalem and have repeatedly stated their views that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank contravene international law and (3) that Veolia’s involvement in the project is in contravention of the UN’s stated demand that Israeli settlement activities and occupation should not be supported, and calls on the County Manager not to sign any new or renew any existing contracts with Veolia.

(M9)
GAZA FREEDOM FLOTILLA


Councillor C. King
This Council Condemns the Israeli attack on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla’s aid mission that resulted in deaths and injuries of those attempting to bring much needed aid to the besieged city of Gaza, which has been subject to an illegal Israeli blockade.

Commends those Irish citizens who participated in this humanitarian mission to bring 10,000 tones of aid to the people of Gaza.

Recognizing that this attack is an affront to international law and has endangered the lives of Irish citizens, calls on the Irish Government to expel the Israeli Ambassador, use it’s influence to discontinue the EU’s preferential trade agreement with Israel and Support and seek the backing of other countries for a new international aid mission to Gaza which will ensure that necessary vital supplies reach the suffering people of that besieged area.

(M10)
HOUSING MISCELLANEOUS ACT 1997


Councillor T. Ridge


That this Council asks the Minister of State for housing to meet a delegation of local Cllrs. and housing staff to request him to review the Housing (miscellaneous) Act 1997 to allow for realistic and effective methods of dealing with the escalating anti-social problem in local authority housing.  The review to include effective measures to prohibit tenants engaging in said activities and to include measures to deal with same problem in privately owned houses in Council estates.
(M11)
ADDITIONAL BIN SERVICES

Councillor E. Walsh
That this Council will arrange to provide additional bin collection services for those who normally have their collection on Monday and are inconvenienced by the six Monday bank holidays when it is currently proposed that no collection will take place on these days.
(M12)
SOCIAL HOUSING LEASING SCHEME

Councillor C. Jones

That the Manager will give a report on the progress of the Social Housing Leasing Scheme within the County.

(M14)
X - RAY REPORTS 


Councillor S. Crowe
That this Council expresses it's concern and agrees to write to the Minister for Health and Children Mary Harney T.D, calling on her to immediately publish the enquiry report/findings into the serious backlog in the reading of tens of thousands of x-rays and G.P referral letters in Tallaght Hospital.
(M15)
HOUSEHOLD WASTE


Councillor E. Tuffy
That this Council affirms its  support for the publicly provided and managed houshold waste management system operated by SDCC, acknowledges the importance of certain features of the system including the Council funded Waiver Scheme, the absence of a standing charge, and the 3 Bin system to promote waste reduction and re-cycling. We express our commitment to working with the Manager and staff in solving the problems experienced in recent months, including Bank Holiday Monday collections, and uncertainties and difficulties being experienced by  many householders in using the Brown Bin as effectively and safely as possible, and requests the Manager to provide a report on the Bin collection system and its operation since the beginning of the roll out of the Brown Bins, and to confirm that the instructions for use of the Brown Bin have been fully assessed and are compliant with best practice and all regulations. We further request the Manager to consider an expanded programmme of providing information to householders on using the 3 Bin system correctly and with maximun cost effectiveness to them.
(M16)
SATURDAY BIN COLLECTION

Councillor C. Brophy
That this council calls for -

1. The reintroduction of the Saturday Collection of Bin for customers of this Council who have Black bin Collections on a Bank Holiday Monday or the changing of the bin collection calendar for the remainder of this year to prevent Black Bins  being scheduled for collection on the Saturday of a bank Holiday weekend.

2. the introduction of a new system to inform people of problems, collection date changes and  increases in charges as the current methods are not working satisfactorily. 

3. A rotation of the day that households have there bins collected, a 5 year rotating basis would ensure fairness for all households in relation to the impact of bank holidays.

(M17)
BIN COLLECTION


Councillor E. Coburn

That this Council requests the Manager review the current collection sequence for Black & Brown Bins in order to maximise the collection options for households and minimise the type of non -recyclable waste accumulating ( eg nappies).
 (M18)
 PUBLIC REALM


Councillor W. Lavelle
That this council requests the Manager to present a detailed report to form the basis for discussion with the elected member on proposals to improve the management of the public realm in our county, including the need for improved and more regular litter-cleansing and grass-cutting services and the need to pursue greater coordination and innovative working arrangements between council departments and noting the provision of funding in the adopted budget for 2010 for ‘public realm transformation’.
(M19)
 LEGAL COSTS 


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager outline the legal costs of the Council in 2008 and 2009 in total and by department as requested by me at a pre-budget meeting.

(M20)
PARKS BYE LAWS

Councillor R. Dowds


That South Dublin County Council enacts the Parks Bye-Laws so that the Gardai can enforce them.
(M21)
REMOVAL OF WASTE FROM OPEN SPACES

Councillor T. Ridge

That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces owned or maintained by this council where youths congregrate for drinking and drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles)being discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children,my query is to ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.
(M22)
PUBLIC ORDER INSTANCES 


Councillor E. Walsh
That this Council agrees to establish a joint working body between the Garda Síochána and the Council to protect public open spaces from public alcohol drinking (especially at night time) and its accompanying litter and public order instances.
(M23)
FREEFONE 1800 LITTER LINE


Councillor B. Lawlor
That this Council agrees to introduce a Freefone 1800 Litter Line Number to facilitate the public in contacting the Council to report illegal dumping. This new initiative is in response to the growing environmental issues, including increased dumping and fly-tipping, and will encourage and facilitate more residents to support this Councils efforts to resolve this menace, including providing additional support to the work of our litter wardens throughout South Dublin. Further the public launching of this project will give new hope to the residents of this county for a cleaner environment to the future.
Meeting Concluded at 18.45 p.m.
SIGNED:_________________________


    Mayor

DATE:___________________________
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