COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, October 11th, 2010

Headed Item NO. 3 ( c ) 

Report on Area Committee Meetings

The business as conducted at Area Committee meetings has been  the subject of continuous monitoring and ongoing review and updates since 2009.

In that regard the following report was circulated to the members at the September 2010 OP&F.

“Section 50 of the Local Government Act 2001 prescribed that the council may establish a committee in respect of a Local Electoral Area, or of 2 or more adjoining such areas, or any other area in its administrative area to be known by some appropriate name followed by the words "Area Committee", or by such other title as may be designated by the authority 

South Dublin County Council has three Area Committees who meet as follows:

·        Lucan /Clondalkin – twice monthly

·        Rathfarnham – once monthly

·        Tallaght – twice monthly

2009 Review
Members will recall a 2009 review of Area Committee meetings during which it was agreed to monitor activity and progress in relation to the free-flow of Area Committee business.   

Lucan Clondalkin: It was acknowledged that that there were issues pertaining to the free-flow of Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee business and as a result the listing of business for those meetings was  revised with effect from January 2010,  and a commitment was given to monitor the level of business being set down, transacted and carried forward.   

It was subsequently agreed at the March 2010 OP&F meeting (see Motion 1) to extend the LCACM (1) by 30 minutes (to commence at 3.00pm ) for a period of three months to facilitate dealing with outstanding motions and that a further review be conducted thereafter. 

In June 2010 a request was submitted by the Clondalkin Electoral Area Members to configure all Clondalkin Electoral Area business into one meeting per month

Rathfarnham: No particular problems or issues presented in relation to the transaction of business at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meetings where, following the national review of Electoral Area Boundaries and membership (reducing membership from an original 7 to 4), an agreement was reached to hold one meeting per month dealing with all business areas and commencing at three o’clock.  

Tallaght: There were no issues presenting in relation to the transaction of business at the Tallaght Area Committee.

Comprehensive Analysis July 2010
A comprehensive analysis of the business of each Area Committee was undertaken again in July 2010, covering the period January 2010 to June 2010.  

The following document details numbers of motions and questions set down on the respective area committee agenda. 

 Lucan 5 / Clondalkin 6 (11 members) 
	MOTIONS
	 
	 
	MOTIONS
	 
	 

	Lucan 
	Total
	 
	Clondalkin 
	Total
	Cum

	Community
	20
	 
	Community
	4
	 

	Corp & Lib
	26
	 
	Corp & Lib
	6
	 

	Development
	5
	 
	Development
	7
	 

	Environment
	28
	 
	Environment
	17
	 

	Housing
	16
	 
	Housing
	20
	 

	Parks
	22
	 
	Parks
	26
	 

	Planning 
	21
	 
	Planning 
	21
	 

	Roads
	43
	 
	Roads
	34
	 

	TOTALS
	181
	 
	 
	135
	316

	Rds 43/181 =  23.7%
	 
	 
	Rds  34/135 = 42%
	 
	 

	Env 28/181=15.4%
	 
	 
	Parks 26/135 = 19.2%
	 
	 

	Cor & Lib 26/181 = 14.3%
	 
	 
	Plg 21/135= 15.5%
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	QUESTIONS
	 
	 
	QUESTIONS
	 
	 

	Lucan 
	Total
	 
	Clondalkin
	Total
	 

	Community
	18
	 
	Community
	1
	 

	Corp & Lib
	18
	 
	Corp & Lib
	1
	 

	Development
	10
	 
	Development
	6
	 

	Environment
	33
	 
	Environment
	17
	 

	Housing
	28
	 
	Housing
	8
	 

	Parks
	40
	 
	Parks
	13
	 

	Planning 
	32
	 
	Planning 
	2
	 

	Roads
	44
	 
	Roads
	25
	 

	TOTALS
	223
	 
	 
	73
	296


Of the 316 motions submitted 31 motions were not reached.

Rathfarnham (4 members)
	 
	Motions
	Questions

	Community
	1
	2

	Corp Ser
	1
	0

	Environment
	18
	18

	Housing
	8
	2

	Planning
	5
	3

	Parks
	16
	18

	Roads
	21
	34

	Development
	0
	5

	Total
	70
	82


Rds (21/70 = 30%) Env  (18/70 = 25.7%)  Parks (16/70 =22.8%)
 Tallaght South (5)  & Tallaght Central (6) = 11 members
	 
	Motions
	Questions

	Community
	9
	4

	Corp Ser
	9
	6

	Environment
	31
	45

	Housing
	14
	30

	Planning
	5
	10

	Parks
	22
	30

	Roads
	35
	44

	Development
	5
	10

	Total
	130
	179

	 
	 
	 


Rds (35/130 = 26.9%) , Env (31/130=23.8%) , Parks (22/130 =16.9%)
Total Number of Motions submitted Jan – June 2010 = 516
As a %
· Lucan / Clondalkin                             61.3%  

· Rathfarnham                                     13.5% 

· Tallaght                                             25.2%

Total number of Questions submitted Jan – June 2010 = 557
As a %
· Lucan / Clondalkin                              53.1% 

· Rathfarnham                                      14.7% 

· Tallaght                                              32.2%

In summary and as previously outlined above, it does not appear there are any specific issues to be addressed pertaining to the transaction of business at either the Rathfarnham or Tallaght Area Committee meetings.   

It appears however that considerable differences are emerging between the levels of business items being submitted by the Lucan / Clondalkin committee and Tallaght Area Committee, both of which have the same membership.   It is now also very evident that there is a considerable imbalance in the weighting of business items being submitted by Lucan members when compared with that submitted by Clondalkin members.    

It is now before the members to consider the best way forward for the transaction of business at area committee meetings particularly with reference to the existing Lucan /Clondalkin Area Committee and the request made by the Clondalkin members.   

It is recommended that members might agree to pilot the establishment of two seperate Area Committee Meetings in respect of each Local Electoral Area (on a similar basis to the Rathfarnham Area Committee) and that this pilot be effective from November 2010 to February  2011 following which a further analytical report would be submitted to the members for consideration at the February 2011 OP&F meeting. 

The intervening period prior to the holding of the first individual Local Electoral Area Committee meetings in November would be required to make appropriate amendments / adjustments to meeting administration support systems and processes. 

Notices of Motion (General)
On a separate but related matter in recent months some motions are passed at area committee level recommending action / works for which there is no approved financial provision, and which despite the Manager’s advice,  were referred to full Council Meetings for consideration. Such motions appearing on the Council agenda under “Matters Referred from Area Committees” will be noted without debate and referred back to the Area Committee until approved funding is identified”.    End of Report to OP&F

The following motion was also set down on the agenda of the OP&F and was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds

It was agreed by the members as follows:

to recommend the establishment on a pilot basis, for a period of three months, of two separate Area Committee Meetings in respect of Lucan Electoral Area and Clondalkin Electoral Area (on a similar basis to the Rathfarnham Area Committee) and that this pilot be effective from November 2010 to February 2011 following which a further analytical report would be submitted to the members for consideration at the February 2011 OP&F meeting.
This proposal is now before the members and should it be approved it will also be required that a member of both Local Electoral Area be selected by general agreement to act as Chair for the duration of the pilot period.
