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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Development, Roads, Corporate Services, Planning, Parks.)
HELD ON 28th June, 2010.
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS

	Brophy C.
	Lawlor B

	Crowe S.
	Looney D

	Hannon J.
	Maloney E

	Kearns P.  
	Walsh E.

	King C
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor
S. Crowe, presided.

  
Councillor M. Corr conveyed her apologies.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Librarian 
	Kieran Swords

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, M. Maguire, E. O’Gorman

	Senior Executive Engineer
	M. Glynn , J. O’Connor 

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent          
	B. Kearney, M. Hannon

	A/Executive Engineer
	Giorgio de Luca

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Planner
	Jim Johnston

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	Consultants –

Senior QBN Engineer

Assistant QBN Engineer
	Padraig McNulty

Sorcha Sheehy


T/447/10
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 24th May, 2010, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney, and RESOLVED:


"That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 24th May, 2010, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

T/448/10
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney, and RESOLVED:

"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question Nos. 1 - 3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/449/10
LAND TO THE REAR OF 50 ST. JAMES RD
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manager to outline the ownership of the land to the rear of 50 St. James Rd. which houses the ESB Sub station?" 

REPLY:
The land in question is not in the ownership of South Dublin County Council.  Any queries relating to the ownership of this site can be referred to The Property Registration Authority, Chancery Street, Dublin 7.
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T/450/10
ALLOTMENT AT FRIARSTOWN
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to indicate when it is likely that the applicant, *details supplied, will be allocated an allotment at Friarstown, and can he also outline the position generally?"

REPLY:
The applicant is currently number 115 on the Friarstown Allotment waiting list.  All the plots in the Friarstown Allotments facility have been offered to plot holders for the 2010 season. As plots become available throughout the year they are offered to the people next in line on the waiting list for Friarstown.  There are currently 300 on the waiting list for the Friarstown Allotments.

The Council has examined the potential to extend the current Allotment Scheme throughout the County, and it has been agreed to extend the allotment facility at Friarstown, Bohernahreena.  This extension of Friarstown is currently being examined in conjunction with the need to identify a new water source to service the existing and proposed allotments. It is expected that this will be completed in the near future
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T/451/10
BURMAH GARAGE SITE, WELLINGTON LANE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for an update on the Burmah Garage site, Wellington Lane, particularly with regard to its status as a derelict site, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
Following an on site meeting between Council Officials and the Members of the Tallaght Area Committee, it was agreed to have the site inspected again under the Derelict Sites Act.  The Area Engineer inspected the site on 16th June, 2010 and deemed the site to be derelict.  A Section 11 Notice was issued to the registered owners outlining the following works to be carried out:

·        Demolish and remove superstructure

·        Ensure site is secure

·        Remove rubbish

·        Removal of side stub wall to prevent access and replace hoarding

The site will be re-inspected following the expiry of the Notice and if the works outlined in the Notice have not been completed by that date, the site may be placed on the Derelict Sites Register pursuant to Section 8 of the Act, and be subject to an annual levy.
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T/452/10   
NEW WORKS
                 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/453/10  
CORRESPONDENCE
                 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/454/10
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/455/10   
DERELICT SITE - THE FORMER MCHUGH'S SHOPPING ARCADE ON ST JAMES' ROAD

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor
E. Maloney :

“That this Committee, noting that it is more than seven years since the former McHugh's Shopping Arcade on St James' Road was burnt down, demands immediate remedial action on the derelict site, including the removal of all graffiti and dumped items both on and in the vicinity of the site, the removal of the significant pest problem, and the replacement of the hoarding with a more secure and visually appealing border. The work will be carried out or contacted at the earliest opportunity by South Dublin County Council with a requirement on the developer to pay, as under Derelict Sites legislation.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Members will be aware the Council is pursuing a Derelict Sites Levy from the registered owner of this site.  The Council must now bring a Motion to the High Court seeking to obtain Judgment.  The Law Department is preparing the Notice of Motion and Grounding Affidavit at present.

The matter in relation to the pest problem has been referred to the Environmental Health Section for investigation.  A letter has been issued to the owners requesting them to remove the graffiti on the hoarding and paint it”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillor D. Looney and Councillor S. Crowe contributed, Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED. 

ROADS BUSINESS

T/456/10
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney, and RESOLVED:


"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 4- 17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/457/10
REPAIR OF WALL ON THE GREENHILLS ROAD OPPOSITE THE ENTRANCE TO BANCROFT ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manger to repair the wall on the Greenhills Road opposite the entrance to Bancroft estate?"

REPLY:
The wall referred to is the boundary wall to the Priory and is not in maintenance or charge of South Dublin County Council.
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T/458/10
N81 ROUTE CORRIDOR OPTIONS PROCEDURE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to report on the N81 Route Corridor Options procedure, with particular reference to the following:

1.  When will the EIS be presented Members and what, if any, powers will they have to amend or reject same?
2.  Is it possible that the route (within the Committee's area) that is selected supercede the route selected at the Jobstown end some years ago?
3.  Will any weight be given to the fact that a route selection without any certainty of early funding will leave residents who live along the proposed route in a state of uncertainty and anxiety?"

REPLY:
1. The National Roads Authority (NRA) have provided funding this year to advance the route selection process for this scheme which is particularly sensitive in the Brittas / Blessington Lakes area. It is expected that the route option will be finalised by the end of this year and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will then commence on the preferred route subject to funding being provided by the NRA. It should be completed by the end of next year with the necessary Compulsory Purchase Order also prepared at that time. The members will be kept informed of progress. The EIS will be published and submitted to An Bord Pleanala following agreement of the NRA and the provision of funding when the process is finished. The members will have an input at all stages of the public consultation process and will be able to make submissions to An Bord Pleanala.

2. The route can be changed but it is likely that it will be along the same footprint of the Tallaght Bypass Extension scheme which was brought to preliminary design stage in 2002.

3. Yes, the NRA will take this into account as they decide whether or not to grant approvals at the further milestones for the scheme. These key milestones are ; route selection, EIS& CPO publication,  Bord Pleanala decision, Commitment by the NRA to land purchase and construction.
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T/459/10
ERECTION OF FINGER POST SIGN
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to confirm when the promised finger post sign for, *address supplied, will be erected?"

REPLY: 
Due to construction works for the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme at this location, the installation of this fingerpost sign was postponed. As works are now complete, the sign has been installed at the roundabout on Parklands Road/Killininny Road. 
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T/460/10
REMOVAL OF INFILL MATERIAL AT THE END OF SPRINGFIELD DRIVE, TEMPLEOGUE, DUBLIN 6W
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to arrange for the removal of infill material that has been left outside the houses at the end of Springfield Drive, Templeogue, Dublin 6w. This area has been used by the Contractor since the end of February and it is causing great distress to local residents some of whom suffer from breathing difficulties?"

REPLY:
Footpaths are being repaired in the Springfield Estate at present. Some excavated material and broken concrete has been temporarily stored in a safe location at the end of the cul de sacs. This material has been stored in a manner that causes the least difficulty for residents and is regularly removed off site. It is anticipated that all works will be complete in the coming weeks and all materials will then be removed from the estate.
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T/461/10
GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE AND LITTER REMOVAL FOR THE N81
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to confirm the grass cutting schedule, and litter removal, including the frequency for the long grass roadside verges on the N81?"

REPLY:
Cutting of the N81 Centre Median is scheduled for Saturday 26th June, 2010, subject to the finalisation of the Traffic Management arrangements. The verges are being addressed under a separate Traffic Management contract due to the fact that the Health and Safety requirements in these locations are different to the requirements for the medians and are scheduled to take place in early July, 2010. 

Further plans to cut the N81 Median and verges will be dependant on the availability of the necessary funds.
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T/462/10
RESURFACING OF THE ROAD AT KILLINARDEN HEIGHTS
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager when it is envisaged works will commence on the resurfacing of the road at Killinarden Heights?”
REPLY:
The resurfacing of the ramps at Killinarden Heights was carried out in March, 2010.
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T/463/10
RESURFACING OF THE ROAD AT AVONBEG GARDENS
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager when it is envisaged works will commence on the resurfacing of the road at Avonbeg Gardens?”
REPLY:
Quotations are at present being sought for this work and it is envisaged that subject to the receipt of a satisfactory quotation that the works will commence in the course of the next few weeks.
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T/464/10
INSPECTION AT MONALEA GROVE 
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to carry out an inspection at Monalea Grove with a view to providing a ramp and signage at entrance/exit of estate?"

REPLY:
In response to a large number of requests for traffic calming measures throughout the Council’s administrative area, the Council’s Transportation Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting on the 11th May 2006, adopted a new Traffic Calming programme comprising of four schemes in each of the Council’s five electoral areas.  The selection of each individual scheme will be made by the relevant Area Committee from the Traffic Calming Request List.

In relation to Monalea Grove it would be of assistance if the local residents submitted a petition to the Roads Department identifying the traffic problems on their road and requesting the Council to provide appropriate traffic calming measures.

On receipt of this information, Monalea Grove will be included on the Traffic Calming Request List for the consideration of the Tallaght Area Committee.

With regard to signage at the entrance / exit of the estate, this matter will be examined and a report will be made to the Traffic Management Committee at its next meeting with regard to possible measures that can be undertaken. Any deficiency in signage will be rectified subject to the availability of the necessary finance.
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T/465/10
INSPECTION OF THE PUBLIC LIGHTING IN MONALEA ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to inspect the public lighting in Monalea estate with a view to increasing the strength of the light?"

REPLY:
Monalea comprises 3 No. distinct areas:  Monalea Grove, Monalea Park and Monalea Wood.  Collectively, there are 63 No. lighting columns with 62No. 55W SOX lanterns and 1 No. 90W SOX.  The spacing between columns, in the main, conforms to standard lighting design and is similar to other estates.  However, the intrusion of trees on lighting levels is a serious problem in certain areas within Monalea.  The removal of certain trees would, in some cases, dramatically improve lighting levels.  Due to the size of Monalea, Public Lighting would welcome information concerning where specific attention is deemed necessary and subsequently interact with the interested stakeholders.
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T/466/10
REPAIRS TO WALL ON ELY CLOSE
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to carry out the necessary repairs to the wall on Ely Close which was damaged a number of months ago?"

REPLY:
The wall in question surrounds playing fields in the charge of the Parks Department. This matter has been forwarded to Parks for their immediate attention.
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T/467/10
TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEMES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to provide an update on all proposed traffic calming schemes in the area under the remit of this Committee, including in the report a list of all schemes being considered, the scale of the work to be carried out, and their current status and priority within the county?"

REPLY:
A. Traffic calming programme 1
Traffic Calming Programme 1 (16 schemes) commenced in 2003
Of the 16 schemes , 14 have been completed. The remaining schemes from Traffic Calming Programme 1 are as follows:-

Tallaght Central:
 Seskin View Avenue - Scheme designed and public consultation commenced in 2005. However, no consensus was reached.  

Tallaght South:
Aylesbury/Cushlawn - Traffic Calming Scheme approved at County Council Meeting on 9th February, 2009.  However, due to financial situation it is not possible to go to contract at this time.

B. Traffic Calming Programme 2 (8 schemes) 
This follow-on scheme was developed at the request of members in 2006 and provides for 8 schemes in the Tallaght area.

The position on the schemes selected to date under this programme is as follows:-

Tallaght Central:
Dangan/Shelton/Hillsbrook/Muckross/Fernhill - (previously in Terenure/Rathfarnham area) - Traffic Calming Scheme approved at County Council Meeting on 11th January, 2010.  However, due to financial situation it is not possible to go to contract at this time.

Tallaght South:
Killinarden/Knockmore/Donomore/Hazelgrove - Scheme to be designed.

Cloonmore/DeSelby/Kiltalawn/Saggart Abbey/Carrigmore/Corbally/Fortunestown Lane/ Verschoyle/Westbrook - Scheme to be designed.

The procedure being followed is that the design of the No. 1 Scheme in each of the 5 Electoral Areas is complete before work is commenced on the No.2 Scheme.  The Council has no budget for traffic calming measures in 2010.
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T/468/10
REPAIR AND RESURFACING WORK IN THE CUL DE SAC AT THE SHELTON END OF ROCKFIELD AVENUE, PERRYSTOWN
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to give details on any scheduled repair and resurfacing work in the cul de sac at the Shelton end of Rockfield Avenue, Perrystown, given that there is a dangerous gravel-type covering on the surface at the entrance to the cul-de-sac?"

REPLY:
Rockfield Avenue, including the small cul-de-sac which forms part of Rockfield Avenue, is a concrete road in reasonable condition. There are no current plans to carry out any resurfacing works at this location. 

Resurfacing of the cul-de sac at Shelton Drive was carried out in 2007. 
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T/469/10
RE-LOCATION OF THE PUBLIC-LIGHT (POLE NO 30 ) AT, *ADDRESS SUPPLIED
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney
"To ask the Manager to arrange the re-location of the public-light (Pole No 30) at, *address supplied, or the removal of the tree which has engulfed this pole?"

REPLY:
Following discussions with the Parks Department it has been agreed with the Public Lighting Section that the tree engulfing lighting pole 30, outside address supplied, will be removed by the Parks Department in the Autumn as part of their Arboricultural Programme. This will restore the lighting to its design level.
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T/470/10
INSPECTION OF THE ROADS IN DEERPARK ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney
That the Manager arrange a safety inspection of the roads in Deerpark Estate and identify the junctions / bends which require Yellow Lines , due to un-safe parking.

REPLY:
While Deerpark Estate is not yet in charge of  South Dublin County Council, substantial progress has been made by the developer to complete the development to the required standard.

When the Members have declared the roads to be public roads, the issues raised in the Motion can be referred to the Traffic Management Committee for examination.
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T/471/10    
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2007
Green Route Quality Bus Corridor – Old Bawn Road Section.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
Part 8 Report
Correspondence from Dublin Bus was also provided.

The following Maps were also provided.
Map 1 , Map 2 , Map 3 , Map 4 , Map 5 , Overall Map .

Mr. John McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, presented the REPORT.   
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, E. Maloney, B. Lawlor and Councillor J. Hannon contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. 




It was proposed by Cllr. Cathal King and seconded by Cllr. Eamon Maloney and AGREED by the Members, with the exception of Councillor B. Lawlor, that no recommendation for the report from the Tallaght Area Committee be forwarded to the full Council meeting. 

T/472/10
NEW WORKS



It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/473/10
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/474/10    
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS

PEDESTRIANS EXITING FROM THE GAP FROM GARRYNISK ESTATE IN KINGSWOOD TOWARDS THE LUAS TRACK

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Committee, in view of the obvious danger to pedestrians exiting from the gap from Garrynisk Estate in Kingswood towards the LUAS track, calls on the Manager to liaise with other agencies with a view to urgently resolving this matter.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The exit from Garrynisk towards the Luas line is provided via a gap in the estate wall. There is also a wide pedestrian path between the boundary wall and the boundary of the Luas line. In order to slow pedestrians and prevent running towards the Luas line guard rails are provided. The Luas crossing is provided to access the signal controlled pedestrian crossing on Embankment Road. This is considered an appropriate configuration for pedestrian usage. A missing section of railing will be replaced to ensure the correct usage”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillor S. Crowe and Councillor C. King contributed, Mr. J. Mcloughlin, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, stated that he would arrange to meet Councillor S. Crowe on site.
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The report was NOTED.

T/475/10         GRASS VERGES AT ST. BRENDAN'S CRESCENT 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Committee supports immediate remedial works to reinstate the grass verges on either side of the entrance to St. Brendan's Crescent from St. James' Road, Greenhills (north-eastern end), given the tireless work done at the site by both residents and Council workers over many years. Such remedial works will include measures to stop parking on these verges given that they have been rendered as quagmires in recent months from such parking”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The grass verges in question have been damaged due to the illegal parking of vehicles. This is a matter for enforcement by the Gardai. 

The matter will be listed for further consideration at the next Traffic Management Meeting”.
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The report was NOTED.

T/476/10         PILOT CYCLE TRACK DESIGN

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to investigate as part of a County Road Safety initiative the possibility of the introduction of a safer pilot cycle track design that physically separates cyclists from other road users and preferably near a school in this Committee area that has a high use of bicycle users”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council is obliged to implement current design standards as approved by the Department of Transport. It should be noted however that these design standards are currently being updated by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and it is understood are about to be published under a public consultation process under the auspices of the NTA. The Roads Department will consider the proposals when they are published and will bring the new proposals before the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee for examination and report to the Council”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillors S. Crowe, C. Brophy and Councillor C. King, contributed, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED.

T/477/10         FOOTPATHS IN THE GREENHILLS AND WALKINSTOWN AREA

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That this Committee, noting the state of disrepair of many of the footpaths in the Greenhills and Walkinstown area of Dublin 12, the mobility difficulties of many of the elderly population in the area, and the fact that none of these roads have been included in the current Footpath Repair Programme despite a statement that older suburbs would be prioritised, requests an immediate report on all footpaths in this area and an ensuing schedule of repair for these footpaths to be presented to the next meeting of this Committee”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Footpath condition was prioritised in accordance with the results of an extensive countywide footpath survey from which a prioritised programme of repairs has been ongoing subject to available funding. In assembling the programme recognition is also given to all known and planned works programmes and in this regard it should be noted that Dublin City Council are proposing a substantial Watermain Rehabilitation Programme which will impact on many of the roads and footpaths  in the Greenhills area. The works will entail the full reconstruction of footpaths in areas where works are carried out. Some of the roads affected in this area are St. Patricks Road, St Conleths Road, St. Josephs Road and St Malachys Road. The Contract for these works has been tendered and a contractor has been selected. Approval of the necessary funding is at present awaited and it is anticipated that construction works will commence in the current year.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, footpaths in the area will continue to be reviewed and any essential repairs will be carried out, subject to the availability of the necessary funding”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillors D. Looney, P. Kearns, C. King, C. Brophy and Councillor S. Crowe, contributed, Mr. M. Glynn, Senior Executive Engineer and Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further Report will issue to the September Area Committee Meeting dealing with Roads Business outlining works to be carried out and also any remedial work in relation to the Water Mains Programme.
T/478/10      
DIFFICULTIES BY RESIDENTS ALONG PROPOSED NEW LUAS LINE IN BROOKVIEW

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council Committee calls on the Manager to give a report outlining if he is aware of any difficulties presently being experienced by residents living along the proposed new LUAS line in Brookview from youths accessing properties from the low Luas boundary wall”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Following investigations in relation to the matter raised in the Motion in respect of the new wall constructed in conjunction with Luas Line A1,  no reports have been made to the Council's Housing Maintenance Section nor Anti-Social Behaviour Section, of youths accessing properties in Brookview via the new boundary wall”.
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Following a contribution from Councillor S. Crowe, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded.
The report was NOTED.
T/479/10 
DELETION OF WATERGATE ESTATE, TALLAGHT FROM THE PROPOSED CONTROL OF PARKING BYE-LAWS 2010        

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Committee requests the deletion of Watergate Estate, Tallaght from the proposed Control of Parking Bye-Laws 2010”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“If the Motion is passed the recommendation of the Committee will be included in the Report on the Control of Parking Bye Laws to be presented to the Members of the Council at their July 2010 meeting”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillors E. Maloney, C. King, S. Crowe and J. Hannon, contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to exclude Watergate Estate from the proposed Control of Parking Bye Laws 2010. 
The report was NOTED.  
It was AGREED to take   Headed Item No. 7 with Roads business.
T/480/10    
NRA PROPOSALS FOR UPGRADE OF N81
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The National Roads Authority (NRA) have provided funding this year to advance the route selection process for this scheme which is particularly sensitive in the Brittas / Blessington Lakes area. It is expected that the route option will be finalised by the end of this year and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will then commence on the preferred route subject to funding being provided by the NRA. It should be completed by the end of next year with the necessary Compulsory Purchase Order also prepared at that time. The EIS will be published and submitted to An Bord Pleanala following agreement of the NRA and the provision of funding when the process is finished. The members will have an input at all stages of the public consultation process and will be able to make submissions to An Bord Pleanala. The members will be kept informed of progress”. 
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Mr J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer,
presented the REPORT.   
The report was NOTED.
CORPORATE SERVICES BUSINESS

T/481/10
LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS. 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
July 2010
	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Exhibition World Cup 2010- An exhibition on  the Countries taking part in this Year’s World Cup in South Africa- For Children
	Month of June

	
	Art and Crafts for children with Sinead.  Suitable for 5-12 year olds, booking essential.  Bookings taken from the Monday prior to the Thursday session
	Thursday at 3pm 

	
	Modern Dance Sarah Jane teaches you some new steps in this action packed session for 8-12 year olds.  Booking essential
	Wednesday 7th July 2.30pm. 

	
	Meet Red Hood and Friends Franz Shealy brings his clown act to Castletymon- children of all ages are welcome-parents too, join in the fun
	Monday 12th July 2.30pm

	
	Yoga for Little Ones Join Linda for some relaxing yoga for parents and children ages 3 - 7. Booking essential, children must be accompanied by a parent/carer 
	Wednesday 14th July 11am


	
	Yoga for Little Ones
	Wednesday 21st July 11am


For further information contact 4524888 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
July 2010

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	National Learning Network

Vocational Training with an emphasis on video and mac training
	Mondays from 9.45am – 12.30pm

	
	FAS E-Learning 


	Mondays from 11am – 1pm

	
	TTRS 

(Touch Type Read Spell)
	Mondays from 2.30pm – 3.30pm.

	
	TTRS 

(Touch Type Read Spell)
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	Toddler Time
	Wednesdays from 10.30am

	
	FAS E-Learning 


	Wednesdays from 6pm – 8pm

	
	TTRS

(Touch Type Read Spell) 
	Fridays from 10am – 11am

	
	Computer Classes for Beginners
	Thursdays 6pm – 8pm



	
	Exhibitions -South Dublin County Council Development Plan Display  – Amendments to Draft Plan
	8th June – 7th July

	
	Art Exhibition - John Walsh
	28th June – 10th July



	
	Exhibition of Photographs - St John of Gods
	13th – 27th July

	
	BRI Support Group

Acquired Brain Injury Support Group meeting
	Thursday 1st July from 6pm – 8pm

	
	Wayfarers Association 

Hill-Walking Club

(for club members)
	Saturday 3rd July from 10am – 4pm

	
	Exhibition of Photographs Airfield Education Centre Dundrum
	5th – 24th July



	
	Dance Workshops for Kids with Sarah Age 9+
	Tuesday 6th July from 12noon – 1.30pm

	
	Dance Workshops for Kids with Sarah Age 12+ Booking Essential
	Tuesday 6th July from 3pm – 4.30pm

	
	Adult Book Club New Members always Welcome.

www.tallaghtbookclub.com
	Tuesday 6th July from 6.45pm – 7.45pm

	
	“The Saturday Club”

- Junior Bookclub

Suitable for Age 9+ 

Booking Essential.
	Saturdays 10th & 24th July at 11am

	
	Connect Training

(Digital Training Suite)
	Tuesday 13th July from 1.30pm – 3.30pm

	
	Drama Workshop with Anna Walker for ages 8 – 12 years

Booking Essential
	Wednesday 14th July from 11am – 1pm 

	
	Connect Training

(Digital Training Suite)
	Thursday 15th July from 1.30pm – 3.30pm

	
	Drama Workshop with Anna Walker for ages 8 – 12 years

Booking Essential
	Thursday 15th July from 3pm – 5pm

	
	Street Games For All The Family and Grand Finale to Spraoi 2010 Booking Essential.
	Saturday 17th July at 2pm

	
	South Dublin Disability Advisory / Consultative Panel
	Thursday 22nd July from 10am – 12noon

	
	Old Dublin Society Visit

- Guided tour of Local Studies Collection
	Wednesday 28th July from 2.30pm

	
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library

Title to be confirmed
	Thursday 29th July from 7.30pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
Mr. Kieran Swords, Senior Executive Librarian, summarised the Report.

The report was NOTED.H-6
T/482/10

NEW WORKS



It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/483/10
CORRESPONDENCE
a) Letter SENT to the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, on 31st May, 2010, as a result of a Motion passed at the Tallaght(2) ACM on 24th May, 2010, in relation to a request to place a refundable deposit on bottles of alcohol within the Tallaght area and eventually roll this measure out nationally.

b) Letter RECEIVED from the Office of the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, dated 7th June, 2010, as a result of a Motion passed at the Tallaght(2) ACM on 24th May, 2010, in relation to a request to place a refundable deposit on bottles of alcohol within the Tallaght area and eventually rolling this measure out nationally

c) Letter RECEIVED from the Garda Commissioner, dated 11th June, 2010, as a result of a Motion passed at the Tallaght(2) ACM on 26th April, 2010, in relation to policing in the Kingswood area.

d) Letter RECEIVED from Dublin Bus, dated 16th June, as a result of a Motion passed at the Tallaght(2) ACM on 26th April, 2010, in relation to opposition to any further reduction in the bus service within Tallaght, resulting from the proposed review of services by Dublin Bus.



The Correspondence was NOTED.    

T/484/10
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS
                       CHILD CHANGING FACILITIES IN COUNTY HALL
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That this Committee, conscious of a lack of child changing facilities in County Hall for members of the general public to have access, agrees to call on the Manager to investigate and address this issue as a matter of urgency”.


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ :
“WCs for use by the public are due for upgrade and there are proposals to install Baby Changing facilities in the near future”.
Following a discussion, to which Councillors Cllr. Crowe, P. Kearns and Councillor C. King, contributed, Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised, referring to facilities provided at various Council premises and the feasibility of their provision in others.
The report was NOTED
PLANNING BUSINESS
T/485/10
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor  E. Maloney, and RESOLVED:


"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions no. 18 – 20   be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/486/10
DEVELOPMENT BY KELLAND HOMES AT KILLINARDEN HEIGHTS
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to provide details of the development being constructed by Kelland Homes at Killinarden Heights, stating what permission is live, how many units are being constructed at present and how many are likely to be developed in the near future and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?".

REPLY:
 Planning permission was granted on 18th March 2008 to Kelland Homes Ltd. in respect of proposed development of 245 residential units at Killinarden Hill, Tallaght (SD07A/0013 refers).

The developer has submitted notification of commencement in respect of 43 residential units.

The planning permission has a duration of five years, accordingly, the developer has until 17th March 2013 to complete the development.
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T/487/10
ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS REGARDING THE TALLAGHT CROSS AND GLASHAUS HOTELS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to give an update on enforcement proceedings taken regarding the Tallaght Cross and Glashaus Hotels, Tallaght, given the unauthorised use of these buildings for apartment dwelling, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
This matter is ongoing.  The Planning Authority has sought an internal inspection of the buildings and is awaiting a response from the Receivers.
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T/488/10
BUILDING WORKS AT THE REAR OF ST PETER'S BNS, LIMEKILN ROAD, GREENHILLS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for a full report on the restart of building works on the site at the rear of St Peter's BNS, Limekiln Road, Greenhills in the past two months, including whether it has been indicated by the developer to complete the original application, and if any inspections have been made given previous enforcement issues at this site, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
Prompster Developments Limited were granted Planning permission by An Bord Pleanala, on 16th June 2006, in respect of the following proposed development at   Temple Manor Avenue off Limekiln Farm & St. Peters School, Greenhills, Dublin 12.:

“Demolition of the existing 3 storey school building and the construction of 30 no. dwellings which are broken down into 5 blocks A, B, C, D and E all above basement as follows: Block A consists of a 3 storey block containing a total of 5 no. apartments as follows- 4 no. 3 bed & 1 no. 2 bed apartments with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  Block B consists of a 4 storey block containing, 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  Block C consists of a 4 storey block containing 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-west and south-east;  Block D consists of 9 no. 3 storey terrace houses consisting of 9 no. 3 bed with balconies;  Block E consists of a 4 storey block containing 2 no. 4 bed houses with the fourth floor incorporated within the roof and dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  basement level consists of 44 no. car parking spaces, plant room, attenuation tank, and lift & stairs for access to the courtyard and access to Block E;  ground level consists of 7 no. car spaces, refuse storage and bicycle storage located to the south-east of the site and covered lift and staircase for access to the basement located in the courtyard, together with an E.S.B. substation facing south-west with pedestrian and vehicular access off Limekiln Farm Road with security gates all with proposed landscaped courtyard, boundary treatment and site development works.”

The above planning permission has a duration of 5 years.

The applicant therefore has until 15th June 2011 to implement the permission.

There is no record of the receipt of a Commencement Notice, to date, in respect of this proposed development.

A site inspection was carried out under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 on this site in February 2008. The site was deemed to be non-derelict and the file on same was therefore closed. Accordingly no further inspection has been carried out since that date.
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T/489/10
PLANNING FILES

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
Planning Files.

A. Large applications under consideration 
	SD10A/0122
	Reg. Date:

07-May-2010
Applicant’s Name:

Jim Dowdall, Oxigen Environmental Ltd.
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Oxigen Environmental Ltd, Merrywell Industrial Estate, Ballymount Road Lower, Dublin, 12
Proposed Development:

The construction of an additional processing building for the pre-treatment of waste as required under the EU Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC). The proposed building will have a floor area of 4218 sq.m. with a 13.6m ridge height and an 11.9m eaves height. The proposed building will operate under negative air pressure and will be fully enclosed so as to treat all the collected air which will then be released through a 14.83 meter high stack. An Environmental Impact Statement will be submitted with this application. The proposed development  includes an associated air filtration system, an ESB sub-station together with all associated site works.
Decision Due on or before:

01-Jul-2010



	
	
	


COMMENTS: 
Cllr. D. Looney objected to the application


Cllr. C. King objected to the application

B) FILE REQUESTED BY:

Cllrs. D.  Looney and C. Brophy

FILE DISCUSSED:


SD10A/0141

LOCATION:

111, Whitehall Road, Terenure, Dublin 12

Mr. Jim Johnston, Senior Executive Planner, presented the REPORT.
COMMENTS:
There were no comments made on this file.

T/490/10

NEW WORKS



It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
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T/491/10
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/492/10
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS

OCCUPANCY OF APARTMENTS IN THE TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE 
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King :
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to give a report outlining the information he has regarding the current occupancy and the amount of empty apartments currently in the Tallaght Town Centre lands”.

 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“There are fifteen completed apartment schemes in Tallaght Town Centre. The fifteen schemes provide a total of  2534 apartments. The developments are as follows: Greenhills Court, Priors Gate,  New Bancroft (Phase 1), Tallaght Cross East, Tallaght Cross West, Abberley Square, Exchange Hall, Tuansgate, Belgard Square, Westend Gate, New Seskin Court, West Park Gate, Alder Park Court, Tramway Court and Uppercross Court.

The survey, which was undertaken at the beginning of 2010, was confined  to those schemes which have been completed since December 2006. Schemes completed before this date are assumed to be operating at 97% capacity. The survey was compiled from information provided through developers and receivers. Two further schemes which are at an advanced stage of construction i.e. New Bancroft (Phase 2) and the Respond site have not been included.

Based on the above, the current occupancy of apartments in Tallaght Town Centre is 67% and the number of empty apartments is 847. Almost 50% of the empty apartments are accounted for in the Tallaght Cross West scheme which is in receivership at present”.
Following a discussion, to which Councillors S. Crowe, C. King and D. Looney, Mr.  J. Johnston, Senior Executive Planner, responded to queries raised.

 The report was NOTED. 
T/493/10
PLAYGROUND AT KILTIPPER GATE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe :
“That the Planning Department outline the options available to the residents of Kiltipper Gate, Tallaght, in relation to A. The re-location of the playground B. The closure of the playground”.

 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ :
“Planning permission for a proposed development of 128 residential units was granted to Durkan New Homes Ltd. on 31st march 2004, Reg. Ref. SD03A/0566 refers.

Condition No 2(e) of the permission required as follows:
“ The childrens play area shall be relocated away from the boundary of the access road on the smaller area of open space. Detailed proposals for childrens play facilities shall be  (including equipment to EU standards) submitted for written agreement.
Reason ; In the interests of proper planning and development and visual amenity.”

Any proposal to either relocate the playground from the location as set out in the permission or close same would require an application for planning permission”.
 The report was NOTED. 
 PARKS BUSINESS

T/494/10
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney, 
and RESOLVED:

"That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 21 - 33 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/495/10
CLEAN UP IN BANCROFT PARK
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manager to arrange for a clean up to take place in Bancroft Park?"

REPLY:
Bancroft Park is cleaned of litter and other debris on a regular basis and, on a recent inspection, was found to be reasonably clean. However, it was noted that the stream was quite littered and requires attention.  

It is regrettable that this park, and other parks and open spaces around the county, are littered on a ongoing basis due to the uncaring attitude of a minority of people. Staff time and resources that should be dedicated to the enhancement of our parks are routinely diverted to the removal and disposal of this material.  

It is intended to clean the stream as part of a general cleanup of the park which is scheduled take place within the next month. 
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T/496/10
GRASS CUTTING IN BROOKMOUNT ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manager to carry out or when is it proposed to carry out grass cutting in Brookmount Estate?"

REPLY:
The public open spaces in this area are included in the Parks Department's regular grass cutting schedule and grassed areas are being cut as frequently as possible within the capacity of current resources available.  The frequency of cutting at present ranges from 13 to 15 days between cuts, depending on a range of factors which can impinge on the grass-cutting programme during the season. These factors include weather and ground conditions, machinery breakdown, repair and servicing, health & safety issues, training and insurance, annual leave and leave due to illness, and the short term redeployment of staff to other specific works.

Local staff will be addressing the particular problems in this estate as soon as possible.
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T/497/10
PRUNING OF TREES IN DODDER VALLEY PARK ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to have the trees at, *address supplied, pruned back, as promised some time ago?"

REPLY:
The pruning of the trees in Dodder Valley Park estate will be included - as a priority - for consideration in the forthcoming Arboricultural Works Programme 2010/2011.
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T/498/10
PROVISION OF DOG FOULING SIGNS AND CLEAR BOTTLES, CANS ETC.
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to provide dog fouling signs and clear bottles, cans etc from the base of the trees on the POS opposite, *address supplied?”
REPLY:
The Council will arrange to provide “No Dog Fouling” signs on the open spaces in Carrigwood Estate, Firhouse and will remove any litter in the area as soon as possible.
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T/499/10
REPLACEMENT OF THE ‘NO GOLF ALLOWED ON GREEN BY ORDER’ IN KILLAKEE ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager will the Council replace the; NO GOLF ALLOWED ON GREEN BY ORDER: at main green area in Killakee Estate?”
REPLY:
The Council will arrange to have the requested signs erected as soon as possible.

Bottom of Form

T/500/10
WORK AT SMALL GREEN AREA OPPOSITE 12 -14 MONALEA PARK
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to inspect and carry out any work needed at small green area opposite 12 -14 Monalea Park?"

REPLY:
This open space has been inspected and the grass will be cut as soon as resources permit and the shrubbery area will be also be tidied up.
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T/501/10
SIGNAGE ON THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AT DODDER WEIR
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to establish signage on the pedestrian bridge at Dodder Weir?"

REPLY:
The provision of information boards in the Dodder Valley Park is being investigated.  It is considered desirable to have signs which convey information to park visitors on the extent and history of the Dodder River and Valley, the range of activities that are possible including walking, field sports and fishing, the remarkable biodiversity that is present, links to the boundaries of the adjoining counties - Dún Laoghaire Rathdown, Dublin City and Wicklow as well as information about specific features of the park such as the Weir.  The provision of signage would be subject to the availability of the necessary resources.

It should also be noted that where information signage is provided, it is unfortunately, often subjected to repeated vandalism, graffiti and general defacement. Consideration of these issues will form part of the design brief for the development of proposals for signage for the park.

T/502/10
ERECTION OF  A “NO GOLF” SIGN THE OPEN SPACE IN MILLBROOK LAWNS
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to erect a “no golf” sign the open space in Millbrook Lawns?"

REPLY:
The Council will arrange to have the requested signs erected as soon as possible.
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T/503/10
REMOVAL OR PRUNING OF  TREES ON THE 2009-10 ARBORICULTURAL PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to confirm the arrangements to remove or prune trees on the 2009-10 Arboricultural Programme which have still not been worked on due to issues with ESB and phone cables, or other complications?"

REPLY:
The Council is in the process of seeking prices from a number of specialized tree surgeons to undertake the necessary pruning works on trees adjacent to overhead ESB cables.  Subject to the necessary resources being available the required works should be started in early September of this year.
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T/504/10
CLEAN-UPS AT GREENTREES PARK
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager in respect of frequent complaints from local residents, to confirm the clean-ups undertaken at Greentrees Park (both the '8 Acres' and '5 Acres') since the beginning of 2010, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
Greentrees Park is maintained on a regular basis and to a reasonably high standard throughout the year. The main activity at this time of year is grass cutting and the public open spaces in this area are included in the Parks Department's regular grass cutting schedule.

During the season, grass is usually cut at a frequency of 13 to 15 days between cuts, depending on a range of factors which can impact on the grass-cutting programme. These factors include weather and ground conditions, machinery breakdown, repair and servicing, health & safety issues, training and insurance, annual leave and leave due to illness, and the short term redeployment of staff to other specific works.

It is acknowledged that the frequency of cutting in this area has fallen behind the normal frequency and local staff are working to rectify this situation as soon as possible. It is also planned to have a general cleanup of the park carried out within the next month.
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T/505/10
PROVISION OF THE TASC PAVILION
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager, given the support pledged by this Committee, to provide an update on the provision of the TASC Pavilion - originally promised in 2009 - in respect of the re-allocation of funds from the Capital Programme, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
The construction of the TASC pavilion in Tymon Park is listed for funding under the Council's Rolling Capital Programme.  A sum of €900,000 is required to frontload the project.  The Council has been provisionally awarded grant support for the project by the Department of Art, Sport & Tourism (now the Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport) to a maximum of 70% and every effort is being made to identify the necessary finance to enable the project to advance. 

In the interim, the Council is continuing to progress other matters relating to the project.  A Deed of Charge is being prepared for approval by the Elected Members and it is planned to bring this before the July Meeting of the County Council.  In accordance with the conditions of the grant allocation, the Department has to approve the tender process in advance of the award of any contract. The details of the tender process are in the course of being submitted to the Department in order to receive final approval for the provisional grant allocation.  
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T/506/10
GRASS CUTTING: DEERPARK PLACE, GREEN, AND SQUARE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney
"To request the Manager to list for grass cutting the following three locations Deerpark Place, Green, and Square?"

REPLY:
From now on the cutting of grass on the three listed open spaces at Deerpark Estate will be included in the normal grass maintenance schedule for the area.
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T/507/10
GRASS CUTTING IN THE HILLSBROOK/ MUCKROSS AREA OF PERRYSTOWN DUBLIN 12
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 2009
"To ask the Manager to ensure that the grass cutting is properly done in future in the Hillsbrook/ Muckross area of Perrystown Dublin 12; a number of residents has expressed annoyance as to how it has been cut recently?"     

REPLY:
The public open spaces in this area are included in the Parks Department's regular grass cutting schedule and grassed areas are being cut as frequently as possible within the capacity of current resources available.  The frequency of cutting at present ranges from 13 to 15 days between cuts, depending on a range of factors which can impinge on the grass-cutting programme during the season. These factors include weather and ground conditions, machinery breakdown, repair and servicing, health & safety issues, training and insurance, annual leave and leave due to illness, and the short term redeployment of staff to other specific works.

Local staff will be addressing the particular problems in this estate as soon as possible.
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T/508/10   
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/509/10  
CORRESPONDENCE
                 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/510/10
CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS

BOUNDARY WORKS IN ARD MÓR CLOSE TALLAGHT
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King
:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to confirm that boundary works are to be carried out in Ard Mór Close Tallaght, that will significantly impact on local residents and the play area for children and in view of the local controversy can he give an updated report in relation to his proposals for these lands”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Four blocks of single aspect (' back to back')  housing units, comprising four, two storey dwellings per block, a total of sixteen dwellings in all, were constructed approximately ten years ago in Ard Mór estate. The houses were built as part of the Council's Shared Ownership Initiative and are located close to the boundary with the City West campus where the Cookstown to Saggart Luas A1 Line is currently under construction.  

The houses were constructed with no conventional front or back gardens and in recent years, the residents of these houses have suffered from considerable problems of anti-social activity in close proximity to their homes as a result of the lack of any meaningful buffer of private amenity space. The problems have been exacerbated by the open nature of the area which allows for casual trespass, overlooking and easy access from the surrounding open space leaving the houses vulnerable to burglary and vandalism.  It became clear that measures to deal with the anti-social behaviour, as well as the lack of meaningful private amenity space around the houses, would be required as part of the overall taking-in-charge of this open space in Ard Mór estate. 

To resolve the problems outlined above, a scheme of boundary improvements for this part of Ard Mór Estate was developed following considerable discussions between the Parks Department, the Developer, the Housing Department and local residents. The proposals include defining the central open space with railings, providing garden areas with secure boundaries to each individual home as well as the elimination of locations suitable for anti-social behaviour. The scheme also provides for the closure of an existing pathway near Ard Mór Close which is a focus for anti-social activity in the area. The proposed scheme of works was circulated to residents in the area and discussed with local Councillors.  Funding to cover the cost of the proposed works was identified by the Housing Department and the Developer of the estate, Durkan New Homes Ltd. on a shared basis, with the Parks Department to oversee the contract to implement the works.   

The precise details of the scheme have recently been discussed on site with local residents, living in Ard Mór Close and Ard Mór Avenue/Green, and representatives of the Parks Department and the appointed fencing contractor. Further modifications to the proposed boundaries have now been made to deal with particular issues raised by local residents and as far as possible, all of the works proposed for this area have now been agreed. Further discussions will take place shortly with the Drainage Section regarding modifications to the existing vehicle access to the pumphouse at Ard Mór Close. In this regard it is proposed to reserve a small grass area beside the cul-de-sac at Ard Mór Close, to provide an off road play space for young children in this area.  

It is hoped that the agreed works can proceed on site within the next 2/3 weeks. When complete, it is expected that the works will have a significant, positive impact for local residents. A number of locations, suitable for loitering, anti-social behaviour and littering, will have been eliminated with a corresponding improvement in the residential amenities for the residents of this part of Ard Mor Estate”.
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Following a contribution from Councillor S. Crowe, Mr. Bill Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
T/511/10 
CLEAN-UP AT THE FIRHOUSE WEIR
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor
 S. Crowe:
“That this Committee supports the arranging of an immediate clean-up at the Firhouse Weir”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
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“The Firhouse Weir, constructed over 750 years ago and of great historical importance, is subject to ongoing littering and dumping. A recent inspection of the area revealed dumping of pallets, drinks cans, bicycles and other assorted material.  Although regular clean ups of the area are undertaken such littering continues to be a problem for the staff of the Parks and Landscape Services Department.  Unfortunately, due to the uncaring attitude of a minority of people this area, and other parks and open spaces in this county, are littered on a continual basis. Staff time and resources that should be dedicated to other park enhancement work are diverted to the removal and disposal of this material.  

It is intended to have the weir area cleaned up within the next month”.
The report was NOTED. 
T/512/10   
MANAGEMENT OF KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS TENNIS COURT

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor D. Looney   :

“Would the Council:

1. Provide details of how much the floodlights on the Kingswood Heights tennis court costed several years ago.

2. Undertake to review the management of the Kingswood Heights tennis court which is in an appalling state of disrepair and is badly littered and that these and other non-enclosed sport facilities in the county be considered for more advanced security measures/monitoring”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
1. “It is understood that the floodlights at Kingswood tennis courts were installed approx. twenty five years ago at a cost of in the region of € 13,000.

2. The site of the tennis courts situated on the Kingswood Park open space, particularly the court on the upper level, is the focus of serious anti-social activity to the extent that the upper courts are no longer usable and are a major disamenity in the wider Kingswood area.  To resolve this issue the Parks Department has recently had discussions with the Management of the adjoining Kingswood Community Centre regarding a proposal to develop three new floodlit all weather 5-a side pitches on the site of the tennis courts. This proposal is aimed at providing a major multi-use sporting and training facility which could be available for use by local schools during the day and otherwise, by local and other sports clubs together with residents in the Kingswood area and beyond. 

The development of this facility in partnership with Kingswood Community Centre would convert what is a serious anti-social blackspot in the Kingswood area to provide a pro-social and positive focus of active sports activity in the heart of the Kingswood Community.  The facility would also provide a potential source of income for both the Community Centre and the County Council.  It is envisaged that the Parks Department together with providing the site for the facility, would also provide the technical and project management expertise to progress the proposal and also to directly supervise the future construction of the pitches on site. The Management of the Community Centre has now confirmed that they are in a position to part fund the development of the all-weather pitches using their own funds. This funding would however have to be supplemented by Sports Capital Grants which have not yet been secured for the project. A further application for funding towards the development of this facility will therefore be made, as soon as the next round of Sports Capital Grant Funding is announced”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillors E. Walsh, S. Crowe and Councillor C. King, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded.
The report was NOTED. 

T/513/10   
PREVENTION OF WEEDS ON TOPSOIL AT ROUNDABOUTS IN THE COUNTY

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor C. King
:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange treatment for the prevention of weeds, on any topsoil used to repair or reinstate roundabouts in the County”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Topsoil is typically used to establish grass as a finished surface when areas of roads such as roundabouts, margins and medians are being constructed. When reinstating or repairing roundabouts and other grass areas, topsoil is used to make up ground levels to re-establish the grass.  Topsoil contains the seeds of a range of native plants including grass plants which are often referred to as weeds. The range of weed seed to be found in topsoil is primarily determined by the source of the soil.  In addition, weed seeds also arrive into such areas by means of wind, water and bird activity. Many seeds remain dormant in the soil until such time as it is disturbed, for example, poppy seeds can remain dormant for up to thirty years. 

In the normal course of events, this is not a problem as regular mowing of grass eliminates most weed plants while others, such as dandelions, plantains, clovers etc adapt to the mowing regime. The easiest way to deal with weed problems is to mow the grass on a regular basis. 

In the case of roundabouts, by virtue of their location, Health & Safety considerations now in force are impacting on mowing frequencies. In particular, where roundabouts are located in the centre of dual carriageways, significant road safety measures and traffic management plans have to be put in place before any maintenance works can be carried out”.
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Following a discussion, to which Councillors P. Kearns, C. King and E. Walsh contributed, Mr. M. Hannon,  Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED. 

The meeting concluded at 5.12 p.m.
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