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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Community, Housing and Environment)
HELD ON 21st June, 2010
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy C.
	Lawlor B.

	Corr M.
	Looney D.

	Crowe S.
	Kearns P

	Duff M.
	Maloney E.

	Hannon J.
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Crowe, presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan, M. Fagan , Y. Dervan

	Senior Engineer
	Dermot Finch, G. McGee

	Senior Engineer


    
	L. Magee T. Moyne

	Senior Engineer (Dublin City Council)
	G. O. Connell

	Administrative Officers
	D. Bowes, D. English

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	Senior Executive Planner
	D. Larkin


T/408/10
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 17th May, 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 17th May, 2010 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/409/10
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no. 1, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/410/10 
DEBRIS AT THE REAR OF ST DOMINIC'S COMMUNITY CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to arrange for the removal of the burnt debris at the rear of St. Dominic's Community Centre as it is having a negative impact on the positive image of the Centre?"

REPLY: 
The Area Community Officer for St. Dominic’s Community Centre has been in contact with the Council’s Estate Management Officer and all debris has been removed from the rear of the Community Centre. The Area Community Officer has also been in contact with the Manager of the Centre and passed on the contact details of the Estate Management Officer to her so she can contact him directly should any more problems with litter or dumping occur in the green space behind the centre.
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T/411/10
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1920
	Little By Little Special Needs Group
	Social Inclusion, Equality & Anti-Poverty Grant
	15/03/10
	€850

	GF1934
	Lughnasa Handball Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	06/04/10
	€200

	GF1915
	Tallaght Chess Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	23/03/10
	€200


Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	AGF 701
	Jobstown 6-12 Project
	Arts Grant
	12/05/2010
	€500

	AGF 702
	Winter Festival, Tallaght
	Arts Grant
	19/05/2010
	€2,000

	AGF 708
	Greenhills Variety Group
	Arts Grant
	08/06/2010
	€500
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Mr. D. Bowes, Administrative Officer, summarised the report.
It was proposed by Councillor Kearns, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

T/412/10
NEW WORKS

FETTERCAIRN YOUTH HORSE PROJECT PART 8 REPORT


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2009 FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF FLOODLIGHTING TO THE RIDING ARENA OF THE FETTERCAIRN YOUTH HORSE PROJECT AT FETTERCAIRN ROAD, TALLAGHT. 

A report outlining the proposal to proceed to Part 8 Statutory Public Consultation in connection with the above was noted at Tallaght Area Committee meeting held on 17th May 2010. The report presented to the Committee read as follows:
Fettercairn Youth Horse Project Arena Lighting 
The Part 8 public consultation procedure for the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project Arena Lighting is currently on display in County Hall and the Fettercairn Community and Youth Centre. The funding for the proposed lighting system is being provided by Citywest Luas Ltd. 

The Public Notice from South Dublin County Council advertising the scheme outlined the proposal as described below:

1.  Four 12.2 metre columns with two 1500W Green Generation lamps per column 

The accompanying drawings indicated the location of the proposed columns and provided details of the proposed illumination both within the Riding Arena and of the illumination over-spill within 50 metres of the arena, including the residential dwellings on the opposite side of Fettercairn Road.
The public consultation process featured in the Tallaght Echo on the 6th May 2010 indicating that plans and particulars of the proposed development would be available for inspection at
(a)    South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24
(b)    Fettercairn Community and Youth Centre, Fettercairn 

 from 6th May – 3rd June 2010.
A further period of two weeks was allowed for receipt of written submissions or observations with respect to this matter, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, in which the development would be situated.
 The closing date for receipt of submissions was Thursday the 17th June 2010.  

 Submissions received:
 There were two submissions received on the proposal: 

	1) Rail Procurement Agency (RPA)
	The RPA state that they do not object to the development as proposed, but wish to draw attention to some safety issues. These are a) the potential for glare from the two lighting columns furthest from the track and b) the safety aspects when erecting the two lighting columns nearest the track. The RPA requests a commitment to liaise with them in relation to these issues.

Comment: It is recommended that a condition be attached to the Part 8 consent that South Dublin County Council and the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project liaise with the RPA in order to address their concerns in relation to the erection of the columns and the potential for any significant glare.



	2) Fettercairn Estate Management Group
	The Fettercairn Estate Management Group wish to offer support to the proposal for the arena lighting. During the month when the plans were displayed in the community centre, they state that there were no objections to the plans. The construction of the lighting will allow the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project to use their facility in the winter time.




 Recommendation: 
As the proposed scheme is viewed positively in the local community and as the proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display subject to the following condition;

South Dublin County Council and the Fettercairn Youth Horse Project shall liaise with the Rail Procurement Agency in order to address their concerns in relation to the erection of the columns and the potential for any significant glare.

The recommendation of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting will be brought to the 12th July 2010 County Council meeting for decision.”
Mr. D. Larkin, Senior Executive Planner, summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon and D. Looney, Mr. D. Larkin, Senior Executive Planner, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.
T/413/10
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/414/10
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading 

HOUSING BUSINESS
T/415/10
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 2 - 8, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/416/10 
NECESSARY REPAIR WORKS
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manager when the necessary repair works will be carried out at  * Details Supplied?"

REPLY:
The tenant has been contacted and arrangements have been put in place by Housing Maintenance to have the two minor repair works carried out as soon as possible.  The tenant is satisfied with this arrangement.
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T/417/10
TENANTS IN THREE BED ACCOMMODATION TRYING TO TRANSFER AND DOWNSIZE
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe
"To ask the Manager can he give a report outlining how many tenants in three bed accommodation are trying to transfer and downsize to smaller and more manageable properties in this Committee area and the approximate timescale for waiting tenants?"

REPLY:
The current number of tenants seeking transfers to downsize from three bed accommodation in the Tallaght Areas are as follows:

	3 bed to 2 bed
	68

	3 bed to 1 bed
	29


As regard timescale, the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities 2006 allows for priority status to be granted to certain tenants applying for a transfer to alternative accommodation, included is the category of those downsizing.  The Council facilitates this category of transfer in so far as possible.  The availability of suitable accommodation and having regard to those on the Council's Housing List determines the quantity of such transfers.  
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T/418/10         PROPERTIES SUFFERING FROM MOULD AND SPORES 
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe
"To ask the Manager how many properties have been inspected and identified, that are suffering from mould and spores, by the new unit established to deal with this health and safety issue?"

REPLY:
A report  to the April County Council meeting set out in detail, the background to this problem and the method by which it was being addressed. 

In the past 6 weeks, more than 40 detailed surveys have been undertaken in housing units which had been the source of complaints received concerning dampness / condensation in the very severe weather experienced over the winter period. 14 dwellings are already resolved following inspections and discussions with tenants.

In a total of 24 homes, defects were identified requiring treatment which ranged through the following categories:

1. Condensation caused by defective roof insulation 

2. Condensation caused by window defects 

3. Cold bridging 

4. Blocked or defective vents 

5. Inadequate cooker extraction 

6. Leaks in plumbing / heating systems 

7. Lack of adequate ventilation practices on behalf of tenants 

8. Treatment of Mould / staining caused by leaks which have been repaired

In all of these cases, remedial action has been identified across a combination of the following categories:

· Repair / installation of wall vents 

· Window repairs 

· Insulation works to deal with cold bridging 

· Relocation of radiators 

· Repair / replacement of cooker hoods 

· Minor maintenance response
In 9 ground floor apartments which are more prone to condensation due to less efficient air circulation than in a traditional two-storey house, three different fan-assisted ventilation systems are being piloted. Their operation / effectiveness will be assessed over a period and the selected solution will be brought into general use where condensation issues arise and can be resolved in this way.

The surveys undertaken to date represents more than 20% of the properties from which complaints were logged. Given the improved weather conditions over the past month, it is not practical to continue the survey for the present. These will be resumed in the autumn when realistic measurements can be obtained in climatic conditions which are more conducive to condensation problems arising. It is expected that all relevant homes will be assessed before the end of the year. Remedial works, where warranted, will be undertaken soon after assessment.
T/419/10 
REPLACEMENT OF WINDOWS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to have the windows replaced at *address supplied, given that they are in an extremely bad condition and that one of the occupiers suffers from COPD?"

REPLY:
The Council allocated €1 million for replacement of windows and doors in the 2010 budget.   This work is being sequenced according to date of application, condition of windows/doors and clear rent account or keeping to an arrangement to clear the arrears.  There are currently in excess of 600 applicants on the list.  The tenant is question is in arrears but has recently made an arrangement to clear arrears and if the arrangement is adhered to he/she will be put on the September window list for replacement.
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T/420/10
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AT AVONBEG DRIVE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to arrange for the removal of the large amount of paint strewn around, the reinstatement of the missing section of railings and the reinstatement of the missing cappings on the retaining wall adjacent to the field at Avonbeg Drive as the unsightly condition of the Road is causing active members of the Community to become disillusioned with the Council?"

REPLY: 
The Estate Management section became aware of anti social behaviour incidents at Avonbeg Drive last week.
The issue of the paint thrown on the road has been reported to the Council's Environmental Anti Graffiti Crew as the area will need to be power washed. 

The Estate Officer for the area has already arranged with a Contractor for replacement railings and cappings and these should be in place within a few weeks.
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T/421/10 
MONTHLY REPORT ON VACANT HOUSES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to provide a monthly report on vacant houses in the Tallaght Area as a headed item?"

REPLY:
In light of the scarce staff resources available in the Housing Department is would be very onerous to provide such a report on a monthly basis.  It is suggested that the resources could be better utilised as well as providing same as part of the quarterly Anti Social Statistics report.

For the Member's information, there were 87 units vacant at the end of May in the Tallaght area. 10 of these units have since been allocated but a further 8 have been surrendered and returned to stock.  Of the remaining vacant units only 33 relate to pre 2010 and pre-let repairs have commenced on the majority of these.  It is intended that all pre- 2010 will be available for letting by the end of July. 
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T/422/10
REMOVAL OF DIVIDING WALL
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager when the dividing wall at *Address Supplied: which was removed by the Council be replaced?"

REPLY:
The Contractor has been engaged for the construction of this dividing wall and the work is due for completion in the coming weeks.

T/423/10
NEW WORKS
Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive officer, and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Members of the upcoming Applicant Sourced Homes Scheme and the new Procurement Section  in the Housing Department.
T/424/10
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/425/10
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

THE CONDITION OF PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION 
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor D.  Looney:
“That this Council Committee, noting the substantial new funding being received by this Council from the Non Principal Private Residence charge, the significant amount of rented accommodation in some areas of the Tallaght Area Committee, some of it substandard and the new responsibilities this Council has in relation to the condition of private rented accommodation in this Local Authority area, calls on the Manager to give an in-depth report on how this Council is enforcing and operating the new legislation in this Committee area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The funding from the Non Principal Private Residence Charge is not intended to be offset against any costs associated with the operation and enforcement of the new Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 as amended by the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2009.

The funding to support these regulations is received from the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) via the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  Every landlord must register each tenancy of their property with the PRTB.  There is a menu of charges starting at 70 Euro for the registration of tenancies see www.prtb.ie .  A proportion of the income from these charges is channelled toward the funding of the inspection regime for rented properties.  The Health Service Executive's Environmental Health Officers, on behalf of South Dublin County Council, inspect properties on foot of complaints received by them or referred to them (response inspections).  They also implement a programmed inspections regime arising from requests by the RAS Unit in respect of properties which may be contracted into RAS.  Inspections are carried out using information from the Private Residential Tenancies Board's Register.  If there are issues arising from an inspection a letter is issued to the owner of the property and a subsequent inspection is carried out to ensure the necessary works have been attended to.  Enforcement action may be taken if there is no response to requests for works to be carried out.

The original 1993 regulations were revoked with the exception of articles 6 and 7 which continue to apply to existing tenancies until  the 1st February 2013 and article 7 in relation to dwellings let by a housing authority under section 56 of the Housing Act 1966 or by a Housing Body approved under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.  

The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 came into effect on 1st February 2009 with the exception of articles 6, 7 and 8 which, in respect of existing tenancies, will come into operation on 1st February 2013.  The new regulations ensure that properties meet certain minimum standards.  The standards relate to structural condition, provision of sanitary facilites, food preparation, storage and laundry, availability of adequate heating, lighting and ventilation, safety of electricity and gas installations, fire safety and refuse facilities.  The regulations will result in the elimination of bedsits by 1st February 2013.  

Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2009 came into effect on 1st December 2009.  These regulations amend the 2008 Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations to ensure compatability with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.  The Regulations describe in particular  'a proper state of structural repair'.  This means a property is sound, internally and externally, with roof, roofing tiles and slates, windows, floors, ceilings, walls, stairs, doors, skirting boards, fascia, tiles on any floor, ceiling and wall, gutters, down pipes, fittings, furnishings, gardens and common areas maintained in good condition and repair and not defective due to dampness or otherwise  

The regulations can be viewed at http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2008/en/si/0534.html and http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2009/en/si/0462.html
The RAS Unit manages the inspection regime as it is a precondition of RAS that a property be compliant with the regulations and, as privately rented dwellings with rent supplemented tenancies comprise such a large subset of the total stock of private rented dwellings in the county, this management arrangement makes sense operationally and financially . From January, 2006 to the end of 2009 a total of 2,526 properties have been inspected.  No enforcement action has been initiated during this time as landlords have addressed any problems identified during the inspection within the timeframe allowed. Another factor is that most of the housing stock in the county is very modern, almost all of it having been constructed since 1970.

The Council is committed to putting a revised, proactive, cyclical inspection regime in place to ensure that every privately rented property in the county is inspected every 4 years i.e. coterminous with standard tenancy turnovers and in line with the standard tenancy terms under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004.” 
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Following a discussion, to which Councillors S. Crowe and C. Brophy contributed, Mr. Mick Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.
T/426/10
HOUSING UNITS AT KILLINARDEN HEIGHTS 
The following Motion by Councillor C. King was NOT MOVED:     
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the 15% of housing units currently under construction at Killinarden Heights to be designated Social as opposed to Affordable taking into account the Council's recent limited options in the delivery of 'New Build Social Housing.”
T/427/10
STRUCTURAL CONDITION OF HOMES AT MARLFIELD ESTATE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor Crowe:     
“That this Committee requests a report on the structural condition of the Council owned homes at Marlfield Estate, Kiltipper, Tallaght.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The Council have 32 units in Marlfield Crescent.  These units were constructed by Durkans and allocated to Council tenants in 2005.  405 maintenance requests have been received since 2005.  The majority of these related to leaks, heating issues and water pressure but none related to structural issues.”
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T/428/10
APARTMENTS ON AVONBEG DRIVE
The following Motion by Councillor C. King was NOT MOVED:     
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for an inspection of all apartments on Avonbeg Drive with particular reference to the chimneys and gables where large pieces of plaster are falling off and the overall structure of the plaster appears to be disintegrating.”
T/429/10
THE RECENT ONSITE MEETING AT KILMARTIN ESTATE
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:     
“That this Council Committee calls on the Manager to give an updated report in relation the recent onsite meeting and the issues identified and solutions suggested in relation to Kilmartin Estate, Fettercairn, Tallaght and the lands alongside the estate.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The major issue still to be addressed at Kilmartin Estate following the recent on-site meeting relates to the strip of land between the housing estate and the outer ring road.

This land is surplus to the requirement of the Roads Department and has not been designated for any other use.  Some residents claim that problems now being experienced with anti-social behaviour in the estate, commenced only after the construction of road boundary wall. Roads Department have reported however that the wall was constructed to the highest technical specification and that its primary function is to provide an adequate sound barrier between the houses and a very busy public road.  The wall was constructed in accordance with the statutory requirements of the EIS for the road.  

Some residents want the wall to be removed and relocated along the existing back garden boundaries of the dwellings and while this proposal may be technically possible it raises a number of issues which may not be possible to overcome. For example, there is a big difference in ground levels at the existing location of the wall and at the garden boundaries which means that the wall would have to be reconstructed to what might be considered an unacceptable height. Furthermore Roads Department have reported that they do not have to funds to undertake such an expensive project.

Other possible solutions to the problem are still being considered in consultation with the County Architect and the Parks Department.”
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and M. Corr contributed, Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Development business.
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/430/10
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor  S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 9 - 15, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/431/10 
MOVING OF WATER HYDRANT SIGN
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manager to move the existing Water Hydrant sign at *Details Supplied from the grass verge to the wall as a number of people have injured themselves and it is considered by residents as a safety hazard?"

REPLY:
The removal of this Hydrant Marker from its present position is being investigated and will be relocated if feasible.
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T/432/10 
REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI ON LANE BETWEEN ST. PATRICK'S RD. AND ST. PETER'S RD.
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy
"To ask the Manager to clean the Lane of litter and graffiti between St. Patrick's Rd. and St. Peter's Rd.  A large accumulation of litter has accumulated there and objectionable graffiti defaces the adjoining walls?"

REPLY:
The local Litter Warden has inspected the laneway between St. Patrick's Road and St. Peter's Road and reports that there are a number of items and bags dumped there which have been listed for removal by the Cleansing Section.  The Warden also reports that there is a lot of graffiti in the laneway and this will be referred to the Graffiti Removal Crew for removal as soon as their work schedule allows.
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T/433/10 
LITTER CONTROL
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to take action in relation to litter control at *address supplied,  given that there is ongoing littering with broken glass etc, and there appears to be very infrequent emptying of litter bins, and little monitoring or enforcement of litter laws in relation to the local shops?"

REPLY:
The local Litter Warden reports that, in relation to the shops in the area in question,  the area is clean and regularly attended to by staff from the shop which maintains the car park while the litter bins in this area also appear to be serviced regularly.  There are a number of signs in relation to the local public house which are subject of enforcement proceedings under Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 as amended.  The Warden reports that there does appear to be some anti-social behaviour at this location which is more problematic than any litter issues.

The adjacent roadway has experienced ongoing issues relating to stones, bottles and rubbish  being thrown over the railings onto the footpath, cycle lane and road and the area is regularly referred to the Cleansing Section for clean-up.  The litter bins on this roadway are routinely emptied each Monday, Wednesday and Friday - although there was some issues relating to emptying schedules recently these have now been rectified.  These bins are however subject to some abuse relating to the nature of the materials inserted into the bins.
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T/434/10 
DAMAGE DONE AT KILTIPPER ROAD THROUGH THE BOHERBOY WATER WORKS SCHEME,
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to confirm when the planned road works at Kiltipper Road will be carried out, given the fact that following the damage done through the Boherboy Water Works Scheme, the road has been left in an extremely bad condition?"

REPLY:
Kiltipper Rd extends from its junction with Old Bawn Road, through Ellensborough Roundabout and on past Ballymana Lane to its junction with Kiltalown Lane – a length of 3km. The Boherboy Water Supply Scheme pipeline traverses a sizeable section of the road but not it all – 2.1km.

The first section of Boherboy Scheme pipeline on Kiltipper Road - commencing opposite Kiltipper Drive Estate to the Ellensborough Roundabout - has been completed and tested, as has the section onwards to the junction with Ballymana Lane. The outstanding work on this element of Kiltipper Road comprises mostly reinstatement of grass verges and footpaths around scheme chambers that have been purposely constructed off-road to facilitate ease of future maintenance of chambers and equipment within them and ensure safer access and working for Council crews. This work should be completed this summer.  In addition to the above, telemetry installation work is in progress and should be complete and ready for commissioning here by September 2010.

As arranged with the Council's Traffic Section, a road closure for 6 weeks commencing 24th May is now in place to facilitate pipelaying along the very narrow upper section of Kiltipper Road from Ballymana Lane to Handle’s Cottage.  Local access for residents and local businesses is being provided. The completion of the twin pipeline along this road section will enhance water supply to the area and allow those on a well supply to apply for a connection to the new Council water supply should they wish, subject to the terms and requirements of the Water Maintenance Section.  Road reinstatement of the pipe trench along this section of road will be completed within the road closure period.

The condition of Kiltipper road over its entire length (3km) before this Scheme commenced was in a very poor condition and our pre-contract video is testimony to same. The road reinstatement of the disturbed section of the carriageway has been reinstated to the requirements of the contract and indeed the Roads Dept of the Council.

 

T/435/10         CLEAN UP OF THE KILAKEE ROAD
Bottom of Form

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 2009
"To ask the Manager to arrange a clean up of the Kilakee Road area of the Dublin Mountains in the SDCC area which is littered with a sofa and a number of computer screens and other detritus?"

REPLY:
It is intended to develop a cleaning schedule of the area in question along with a number of other areas in the Dublin Mountains, which are considered key scenic, and tourist locations and which do not come under the normal areas covered by Cleansing Section schedules.  It is intended that this schedule will be compiled in conjunction with PURE (Protecting Rural Uplands and Environment) and will commence forthwith.
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T/436/10         CLEAN UP OF MEMORIAL TO NOEL LEMASS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 2009 
"To ask the Manager if the Council would ensure that the nearby memorial to Noel Lemass is cleaned up which is badly overgrown and in a poor state?"

REPLY:
The memorial in question is not maintained by the Council and it appears that this memorial was erected and maintained on a voluntary basis.  The area is not part of the normal cleaning or maintenance schedules of the Cleansing Section.
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T/437/10 
CLEAN UP OF THE LANEWAY AT FIRHOUSE ROAD AND WOODLAWN PARK DRIVE ROAD 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 2009
"To ask the Manager to organise a clean up of the laneway at Firhouse Road and Woodlawn Park Drive Road which according to a resident is in a deplorable condition?" 

REPLY:
The local Litter Warden has been requested to inspect the laneway in question and will arrange for the removal of material by the Cleansing Section as necessary.   Any material found will be examined with a view to supporting fines or prosecutions under the Litter Pollution Act 1997 , as amended, where possible.
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T/438/10
DODDER CATCHMENT FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT STUDY  
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Mr. Gerard O’Connell, Senior Engineer, Dublin City Council gave a presentation.
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney and D. Looney contributed, Mr. Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer and Mr. Gerard O’Connell, Senior Engineer, Dublin City Council, replied to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED.
T/439/10
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/440/10
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/441/10
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

CLEANING SCHEDULE FOR THE RIVER DODDER
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor Maloney:
“That this Committee, conscious  that the River Dodder flows through it's area and the responsibility this has on the local environment services, calls on the Manager to give a report outlining how often a cleaning schedule is carried out and the demands that presently exist along the riverbank and its tributaries.”

 The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Drainage Section does not have a cleaning schedule for the River Dodder. The Drainage Section only clean the screens on rivers to prevent flooding but there are no screens on the River Dodder with screens only it's tributaries such as the Tallaght Stream at Jobstown. These screens are cleaned on a regular basis and always before bad weather forecasts.  While the Drainage Section previously carried out some river cleaning of streams for a month to six weeks during the summer removing silt and weeds and trimming back hedges and trees, this work has now ceased due to budgetary restraints and lack of manpower.

Both the Parks Department and the Cleansing Section also carry out clean-ups of areas adjacent to the Dodder as required on an ad hoc basis.”
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, and J.  Hannon contributed, Mr. Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.

T/442/10        ADVERTISING BANNERS/BOARDS BY ESTATE AGENTS  
The following Motion by Councillor M. Corr was NOT MOVED:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to provide a report with respect to the placing on Council property such as estate boundary walls/fences of advertising banners/boards indicating for sale/to let information by estate agents, to indicate in the report if this practice is legal and if not what the Manager proposes to do in relation to this problem in the Tallaght area.”

T/443/10        PROVISION AND REPLACEMENT OF LITTER BINS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:
“That the Manager outline the Council's policy on the provision and replacement of litter bins. Will he also commit to the replacement of two bins which have been removed? One was located at the bus stop on Kimmage Road West near St. Annes and the other was also at the Bus stop at the Wellington Roundabout. Will he explain why both of these bins were removed and not replaced in recent months?”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council's policy on provision and replacement of litter bins is as follows: requests for additional litter bins are examined by the Cleansing Engineer based on reports from the local Litter Warden and the Cleansing Inspector having regard for footfall and litter arising in the area, proximity to litter generators (e.g. shops, schools etc.), as well as route capacity, staffing and litter bin coverage in the area.  Where bins are damaged or otherwise unsuitable for continued use they are removed and listed for replacement.

The bin at the Wellington Roundabout was removed in March because it was damaged and it listed for replacement.  It appears that the bin on Kimmage Road West was removed by a Contractor some two years ago during footpath reinstatement and was not replaced.  This will be pursued with the Contractor through the Roads Department.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor C. Brophy Mr L. Magee, Senior Engineer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.

T/444/10         THE BOHERBOY WATER SCHEME
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:
“That a progress report on the Boherboy Water Scheme be provided with particular reference as to when physical works will be completed, and full reinstatement of roundabouts, roads, open spaces etc. carried out.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
The Boherboy Water Supply Scheme involves two separate Contracts – 

1. Contract No.2: Civil Works by Pierse Contracting and 

2. Contract No.3: Mechanical & Electrical Works by Earth Tech (ETIL), who have since been taken over and now trade as AECOM. 

The commencement of the latter contract has been programmed to interface with progress milestones under the Civil Contract as the main Mechanical & Electrical equipment is housed within the main pumping station, reservoirs and chambers constructed by the Civil Contractor.

The Boherboy Water Supply Scheme is nearing substantial completion in physical structural terms and the following synopsis outlines the substantive work items which may have a more physical and practical impact on the Public.

Pipelaying by the Civil Contractor on this Project involved laying over 41km of pipe of varying sizes ranging from 1600mm to 150mm diameter in open cut trenches in roads, parklands and private fields, along with pipe-jacking under the N7 at Kingswood and thrust-boring in Rathcoole and in Scholarstown. Scheme completion shall enhance water supply across the County from Newcastle in the West to Rathfarnham in the East and the more elevated areas to the South of the County including Kiltipper, Ellensborough, Oakdale, Stocking Wood and parts of Edmonstown.

 At present there are short sections of pipelaying to be completed 

· in the Rathcoole area in lands that are currently under private housing development, 

· in Citywest at the established Corbally Estate (400m), 

· Kiltalown Park just off the N81, 

· in the hard shoulder of the N7 near Keatings Park, 

· along Stocking Lane from Prospect Manor to Scholarstown Rd. (450m), 

· along part of Ballymana Lane (150m) and Kiltipper Road Upper from            Ballymana Lane to Handel’s Cottage (600m). 

The outstanding pipe laying set out above amounts to about 2.2km of the overall 41km Scheme length (i.e. 5%) and comprises approximately 1.3km of pipelaying in roads, 0.4km in green spaces and 0.5km in privately owned fields.

All road closures obtained by the Project Contractor are discussed and sanctioned by the Roads Dept., Traffic Section of South Dublin County Council. It should be noted that pipelaying along Kiltipper Road Upper is currently in progress under a 6-week road closure from 24th May to 2nd July. Pipelaying along Stocking Lane has been deferred by the Roads Department until after the Junior and Leaving Certificate Examinations and is now proposed to be carried out under a 5-week road closure from 3rd August until 6th September. The section of pipeline crossing the old N7 at Kingswood is also to be carried out under a road closure from 21st June until 9th July. This latter road closure has been considered necessary due to the Scheme watermain passing directly under a Bord Gais high pressure gas main along with a myriad of other Public Utility services at this location. Disruption to the public arising from road closures and the works generally is regretted. However, upon Scheme completion, South Dublin County Council will have an improved modern water network which shall enhance the Council’s delivery of water service to customers across a wide section of the County – from Newcastle to Rathfarnham as previously outlined above.

In tandem with the remaining pipelaying, the swabbing and disinfection of sections of previously laid mains will be undertaken in advance of mains becoming ‘live’. Chamber construction to house key operational valves, flowmeters and pressure reducing valves on the various sections of pipe route is progressing.  In addition, outstanding connections of the Scheme where newly constructed assets connect to the existing Council watermain network will be undertaken by the Council’s own Water Maintenance Section in keeping with Council practice.

The Civil Contractor’s latest programme of works is targeting for completion of the above items by early October 2010 in conjunction with other minor outstanding items.

In parallel with the above physical works in roads, parklands and areas impacting directly on the public, Telemetry installation works will also be carried out at over 50 locations across the Scheme with the physical installation of kiosks, ducting and cable pulling due to be completed in October 2010. This will then be followed by a commissioning phase which is dependent upon the provision of power supply by ESB/Energia and phone connection by Eircom. The commissioning phase should be completed by year end and is reliant on the timely delivery of power supply and phone connection by each utility.

All reinstatement of green areas will be completed in the current growing season subject to the proviso that the significant inclement weather is not encountered. The very bad weather of 2009 disrupted the reinstatement work across the entire Scheme and impacted on planned progress and has regrettably resulted in a large proportion of this type of work having to be deferred to this year. The Project has been fortunate that progress to date has been greatly assisted by Parks Dept which has assisted with reinstatement works in several of their own Parklands.

Civil works that are confined to the main reservoir sites at Saggart and Kiltalown are continuing and should be completed this autumn. This work includes completion of reservoir construction, service ducting, telemetry installation, site roads, site lighting and associated security CCTV installation and landscaping at these two reservoir locations.

The Mechanical & Electrical Contractor, AECOM, recently commenced work on site and good progress has been made to date within the Saggart Site Pumping Station. Their scope of works comprises of the design, manufacture, supply, installation, testing and commissioning of pumps and their associated pipework and valves, electrical plant installation, power and instrument cabling for items such as flow meters, pressure gauges and level instruments, computer based control systems for overall Scheme control, operation and supervision through the main Scheme Control Panel and chemical monitoring systems.

Whilst it is anticipated that much of the physical construction and installation work will be substantially completed this year, it is envisaged that the Scheme commissioning may continue in early 2011 with final handover of the entire scheme in March 2011. Both Contracts are subject to 12 month maintenance/defect liability periods.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor   J. Hannon, Mr. Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.

T/445/10         " FREE PALESTINE " GRAFFITI
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:
“That this Committee call on the Manager to implement an immediate program for the removal of the  " Free Palestine " graffiti that has been sprayed on many walls throughout the area in the last two weeks.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Any specific locations of graffiti should be reported for inspection by the relevant local Litter Warden.  Any graffiti reported will be scheduled for removal by the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew or enforcement action will be taken as appropriate.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors  C. Brophy and S. Crowe contributed,                Mr. Leo Magee, Senior Engineer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.

T/446/10         FUNDING SET ASIDE FOR THE AREA OF THE PUBLIC REALM
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor J.  Hannon:
“That this  Committee agrees to call on the Manager to give a report outlining his precise proposals for this area in relation to the funding set aside in this years Councils Budget covering the area of the Public Realm. “
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“At the Budget Meetings for 20l0 specific provision was set aside for dealing with the Public Realm in a collaborative working manner so as to ensure the most cost effective and efficient use of resources available to the Council.

A series of consultation meetings is being arranged in June and July with the Members on an area basis to discuss priorities for issues arising within the Public Realm.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, Hannon, and C. Brophy contributed, Ms Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.

Councillor D. Looney and the Members thanked Councillor Sean Crowe for his time as Cathaoirleach of the Tallaght Area Committee. Councillor S. Crowe in turn thanked the staff for their help.  

The Meeting concluded at 4.55 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach






