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REPORT UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2007 FOR THE PROPOSED SCHEME TO CONSTRUCT A NEW PUBLIC PARK AND OTHER ASSOCIATED LANDSCAPE AND OTHER WORKS AT MAC UILLIAM, FORTUNESTOWN LANE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
A report outlining the proposal to proceed to Part 8 Statutory Public Consultation in connection with the above was agreed at the Tallaght Area Committee (1) meeting held on 17th May 2010 and it was agreed that a report would be brought to the September County Council meeting. The report presented to the Committee read as follows:

 “Mac Uilliam Estate (Fortunestown B) was originally designed as a masterplan of 5 phases.  Work commenced initially on Phase 2 and 4 followed by Phase 1.  Phases 3 and 5 were tendered as Affordable Housing but due to the economic downturn have not received approval from the Department of Environment and will not proceed at least in the medium term.  Phases 3 and 5 were designed to include amenity open space and playground facilities.

The overall Mac Uilliam scheme remains uncompleted as a result with a shortage of amenity open space and play facilities.  As part of the Mayor’s Initiative, consultations took place on 3rd March 2010 between the Mayor and the Director of Housing & Social Development with local residents groups.  Following this, a preliminary design and cost plan was submitted to the Department of Environment for both Mac Uilliam and Balgaddy completion works.  Funding for both projects has now been approved by the DoE.

The scheme for Mac Uilliam, as indicated on the attached outline plan, includes – 

· A multi-use Games Area (MUGA) adjoining Mac Uilliam Avenue.  A sub-base has already been installed by Parks Department for this element. 

· A Children’s Playground adjoining Mac Uilliam Avenue central to the scheme. 

· A double line of trees east-west along Mac Uilliam Mews framing the northern end of the phase 3/5 site. 

· A double line of trees north-west from Mac Uilliam Grove to Mac Uilliam Mews creating a landscaped area between it and the MUGA / Children’s Playground area.  The bulk of the phase 3/5 site will be sown as a wild flower / wild grass meadow (leaving flexibility for future planning options) and acting as a general kick-about space. 

· The semi-circular space at Mac Uilliam Crescent will be patterned and landscaped as shown and will include a path on Fortunestown Lane. 

· The closing of the temporary access from Fortunestown Lane into Mac Uilliam Lane and the creation of a cul-de-sac on Mac Uilliam Parade at its junction with Mac Uillim Lane as provided for in the original scheme.  

· Railings, footpath and landscaping along the grass verge between Mac Uilliam Lane and Fortunestown Lane.

Subject to further local consultation on the specific proposals, this scheme will be advanced to Part 8 process.  Capital monies allocated must be expended in full before year end.”

Public Notification:
A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 was published in the Echo newspaper on 8th July 2010.
Plans and particulars of the development were placed on public display at County Hall, Tallaght, the Civic Offices, Clondalkin and on the Council’s website between 8th July 2010 and 18th August 2010. A further period of two weeks was allowed for receipt of written submissions or observations with respect to this matter, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, in which the development would be situated. The closing date for receipt of submissions was 1st September 2010.  

Submissions received:
No written submissions were received in relation to the proposal.
On 23rd June 2010 a further consultation was held with the McUillim Residents Group attended by the Mayor, elected members for the area, the Director of Housing and Social Services, the County Architect, the Council’s Public Realm Designer and the Gardai at which details of the scheme were further discussed. Arising from these meetings, the following additional clarifications can be given to the details of the proposed scheme:
1. Bollards or protective kerbing will be erected around the periphery to prevent vehicles accessing the green space
2. The MUGA will have fencing to prevent balls from straying outside its confines. The MUGA and playground will not be locked at night to prevent access. The design and layout of both areas will be such as to maximize user availability while ensuring security.
3. All playground and park equipment (seating etc) will be of a vandal resistant nature and compliant with relevant standards.

4. Play equipment will cater for a range of age-groups and the layout will ensure segregation of user age-groups.
5. The park area will be finished to a high standard and maintained by the Parks Department
6. Only gentle mounding is proposed which will enable clear visibility across the site in the interest of public safety. Tree planting will be carefully carried out so as not to facilitate anti-social behaviour.
7. The wildflower meadow will be cut as appropriate on an annual basis having regard to bio-diversity aspects of such areas.

8. The park when completed will be placed on the rota for visits by the Mobile Park Ranger service
9. CCTV equipment will be provided, the extent and nature of which will be determined by available funding when a firmer view of overall cost emerges following receipt of tender prices.
Recommendation: 
This proposal is to construct a new public park and other associated landscape and other works at Mac Uilliam, Fortunestown Lane, Tallaght, Dublin 24

The proposed development comprises: 

(a) Construction of a multi-use games area (MUGA), a playground for younger children, footpaths, limited on street car parking, seating, tree and hedge planting, reinstatement of seeded areas at the open space adjacent to Mac Uilliam Avenue
(b) Footpaths, tree planting, reinstatement of grass seeding and a community garden at Mac Uilliam Crescent (subject to local community participation).
(c) The works also include footpath, car parking and boundary treatment between Mac Uilliam Lane and Fortunestown Lane, the closure of the entrance off Fortunestown Lane into Mac Uilliam Lane, the creation of cul-de-sacs by the closure of the road between Mac Uilliam Parade and Mac Uilliam Lane
(d) All associated works and modifications to existing landform and services.
No written submissions were received following the public display of the proposal. 

The proposed development is considered to be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is proposed to proceed with the development in accordance with the drawings placed on public display as clarified in the above report. 
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