COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th May 2010


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Coburn, E.
	Keating, D.

	Corr, M.
	Kenny, G.

	Cosgrave, P.
	King, C.

	Crowe, S.
	Lahart, J.

	Delaney, T.
	Lavelle, W.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Gilligan, T.
	McDonagh, M.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh,  F.  Nevin, B. Coman, C. Henehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, H. Hogan, P. Murphy, E. O’Gorman, Y. Dervan, M. Judge

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Engineer
	J. Mc Loughlin

	Senior Executive Engineer
	D. Lakes

	Administrative Officer
	P. McNamara

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	C. Duff

	I.T. Support
	J. Doyle


The Mayor Councillor M. Duff presided.
At the outset of the meeting the Mayor advised that the Council would rise at 6.00 p.m. to facilitate the Development Plan meeting scheduled for 6.30 p.m.
H1/0510 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th April 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES
H2a)/0510  RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 13th  APRIL 2010  DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING
The following report which had been circulated was presented by the Manager Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community and was CONSIDERED:

Community Business 


“Application for Arts Grant

An application for an Art Grant has been received from the organisation listed below.  
A recommendation under the Arts Grant Act 2003 is set out as below:

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf694
	Aisling Alainn Arts Festival
	Arts Grant Event subsidy for the Festival
	5/3/2010
	€4,500



It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave, and 
RESOLVED:-


“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn  and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Rathfarnham Area Committee 13th April 2010 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H2b)/0510
 LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 21st  APRIL 2010
DEALING WITH PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, ROADS (1 REPORT - PROVISION OF SCHOOL WARDEN AT GRIFFEEN AVENUE) 

The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

Roads Business:

“The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting 
held on the 21st April 2010.

“Provision of a School Warden on Griffeen Avenue.

Under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 
1993, 
the making of arrangements under Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, for the 
patrolling of locations where school children cross the public road is a 
reserved 
function of the Council. 


The Road Safety Unit has recommended the provision of a school warden service at 
the following location: 


SCHOOL                                                        LOCATION 


Lucan East Educate Together N.S.                     On Griffeen Avenue

Griffeen Ave,                                                   16 metres east of Lucan







 

lamp standard No. 8 Co. Dublin. 


The warden to be assigned to this post will be provided from within existing 
resources in the Lucan Clondalkin area. 


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded  by Councillor D. Keating and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends the provision of a School Warden for Lucan East 
Educate Together N. S. on Griffeen Avenue, 16 meters east of lamp standard No. 8”


If the Council agrees with the recommendation, the following resolution is required:


“That South Dublin County Council herby resolves under the terms of the Local 
Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) 
of the 
Roads Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the schedule to the Roads Traffic Act 
1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Griffeen Avenue, 16 meters 
east of lamp standard No. 8.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council herby resolves under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Roads Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the schedule to the Roads Traffic Act 1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Griffeen Avenue, 16 meters east of lamp standard No. 8.”
H2c)/0510
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 27th  APRIL 2010  DEALING WITH HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/0510
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 19th  APRIL 2010  DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING  
The following report which had been circulated was presented by the Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community and was CONSIDERED:

Community Business:

“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme 
have been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this 
grant, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf 696
	Tallaght Choral Society
	Assistance towards their performing programme
	25/3/2010
	€800




 Application for an Arts Contribution
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received
	Amount

	Tallaght Radio Forum 
	To carry out an evaluation report for the community broadcasting project  
	22/3/2010
	€2000

	Alternative Entertainments
	To support visual arts outreach programme with primary schools in association with exhibition programme
	8th April 2010
	€2500


         It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King and 


 RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 19th April 2010 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2e)/0510
(TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 26th  APRIL 2010  DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - PROVISION OF SCHOOL WARDEN AT KILTIPPER WAY), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES (2 REPORTS - EMERGENCY MOTIONS – JOBSTOWN  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  &  DUBLIN  BUS)
H2e)(i)/0510
Roads Business:
The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was considered at the Tallaght (2) Area Committee Meeting held 
on 26th April 2010.

Provision of School Warden on Kiltipper Way

Under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 
1993, 
the making of arrangements under Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, for the 
patrolling of locations where school children cross the public road is a 
reserved 
function of the Council.

 
The Road Safety Unit has recommended the provision of a school warden service at 
the following location:


SCHOOL                                                        LOCATION

St. Martin De Porres N.S.                                 On Kiltipper Way

Heather View Lawn,                                        5m North of lamp Aylesbury,







 
standard No. 18

Dublin 24              


The warden to be assigned to this post will be provided from within existing 
resources in the Tallaght area.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded  by Councillor C. King and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends the provision of a School Warden for St. Martin De 
Porres N. S, Heatherview Lawn, Aylesbury, Dublin 24, on Kiltipper Way, 5m North of 
lamp standard No. 18”


If the Council agrees with the recommendation, the following resolution is required:


“That South Dublin County Council herby resolves under the terms of the Local 
Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) 
of the Roads Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the schedule to the Roads Traffic Act 
1968, 
that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Kiltipper Way, 5m North of 
Lamp Standard No. 18”.”
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Duff  and RESOLVED:
 “That South Dublin County Council herby resolves under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Roads Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the schedule to the Roads Traffic Act 1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Kiltipper Way, 5m North of Lamp Standard No. 18.”

 H2e)(ii)/0510  Corporate & Library Services Business – Emergency Motions:
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Emergency Motion was proposed by Cllr M. Corr, seconded by Cllr E. Maloney and passed at the  Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2)  held on 26th April 2010:

"That this Committee calls on South Dublin County Council to write to the Minister for Education demanding an immediate commitment not to withdraw its contribution of  €24,000.00 required to fund the School Support Programme in Jobstown Community College in light of its tremendous success and positive impact on the school and wider community in Jobstown."
If this Report is noted by the Council, a letter will be issued to the Minister for Education expressing the Member's views on this matter. 
The following Emergency Motion was proposed by Cllr E. Maloney, seconded by Cllr S. Crowe and passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 26th April 2010

"That this Committee opposes any further reduction in the bus service within Tallaght, resulting from the proposed review of services by Dublin Bus".”
Emergency Motion re  School Support Programme in Jobstown Community School:
A discussion followed with a contribution by Councillor M. Corr and it was AGREED to write to the Minister for Education expressing the Members’ concerns on the matter.

Emergency Motion re Dublin Bus Review of Services:
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Duff, C. Keane, T. Ridge, W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, C. Jones, P. Kearns and D. Looney and it was AGREED to amend the motion as follows:
"That this Committee opposes any further reduction in the bus service within Tallaght and other areas within the County, resulting from the proposed review of services by Dublin Bus."
The amended motion was PASSED.

Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer responded to the Members’ queries and advised that a letter had issued from the Tallaght ACM to Dr. Lynch expressing the Members’ concerns. It was AGREED to write again to Dr. Lynch outlining the terms of the amended motion. 
It was also noted that Dr. Lynch has been invited to address the Members of the Tallaght Area Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney     and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 26th April 2010 – Corporate & Library Services Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H3/0510
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries Services advised the Members that in relation to the Draft Polling Scheme process it was hoped to have a meeting with the Councillors in early June.  It was suggested that a meeting could be arranged for a date during the first week of June as there are no other meetings scheduled for that week.  It was AGREED that this meeting would take place on 3rd June at 3.30 p.m.
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

  H4/0510
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES






ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i)  REPORT OF MEETING HELD 5th MAY 2010  (ii)  MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 17th  FEBRUARY 2010
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED: 
(i) Report of Meeting  held 5th May 2010 
“Economic Development SPC Meeting 5th May 2010
Minutes


Attended

	Donie Anderson
	Frank Nevin, Director of Economic, Transport, and Land Use Planning

	Cllr. Colm Brophy
	Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

	Cllr. Emma Coburn
	Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. Marie Corr
	

	Cllr. Sean Crowe
	

	Neil Durkan
	

	Jim Fay
	

	Cllr. Trevor Gilligan
	

	Cllr. Cathal King
	

	Garrett Robinson
	

	Cllr. Eamon Tuffy
	


Apologies: Cllr. William Lavelle, Sean Giblin

An Cathaoirleach Cllr Eamon Tuffy presided

At the start of the meeting a number of sectoral members stated that the minutes 
were not made available to them before the meeting. Frank Nevin apologised for this, 
and said the matter would be addressed. It was also agreed that in future agendas 
and minutes would be available a week before meetings.

	Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 17th February 2010 were noted and approved.



	Report from Sub-Group on Rights of Way

Frank Nevin  presented a report from the Sub-Group on Rights of Way which recommended that 

(a) That the current Development Plan and Draft Plan supported existing, and the identification and creation of, new rights of way in so far as currently possible.

(b)That changes in the relevant legislation and/or other opportunities to maximise access to the countryside be actively monitored and be brought to the attention of the members during the life time of the Development Plan.

Cllr Tuffy proposed the adoption of this recommendation, Cllr Brophy seconded, and following a discussion to which Donal Anderson contributed, the proposal was agreed.



	

	Development Plan Update and Discussion

Frank Nevin updated the members on the Development Plan review process, and he and Colin Ryan responded to questions and comments from Cllr Tuffy, Garrett Robinson, Jim Fay, and Neil Durkan.



	

	IEZ Update

Frank Nevin presented a report and presentation on the Intellectual Enterprise Zone concept. Cllrs Corr, Coburn, Gilligan, and Tuffy contributed to the discussion.



	

	Update on Think Local Campaign

Frank Nevin presented a report on the Think Local 2010 campaign. A discussion ensued to which Cllrs Tuffy, Gilligan, Coburn, Crowe, and Garrett Robinson contributed.


	

	A.O.B.

Cllr Tuffy outlined the need for a programme of work for the committee, which would go beyond planning matters, give more focus to economic development and requested that members submit suggested items for the programme. 





The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 17th February 2010
	“Cllr Eamon Tuffy

Cllr Sean Crowe

Cllr Emma Coburn

Cllr Eamon Walsh

Cllr Maria Corr

Cllr Robert Dowds

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Pamela Kearns

Cllr William Lavelle

Cllr Gus O’ Connell

Donie Anderson

Neil Durkin

Jim Fay

Sean Giblin

John Kearns

Garrett Robinson
	Frank Nevin, Director of Planning

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner

William Purcell, Senior Engineer

Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer





Apologies: Cllr Trevor Gilligan


Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Chair of the Economic Development (including Planning) SPC 
welcomed the new members of the SPC and suggested that each member and staff 
introduce themselves. Frank Nevin outlined the objectives of the SPC system in 
general 
and the Economic Development SPC in particular. He confirmed that any 
assistance 
required by the members on access to information and meeting 
documentation would 
be provided by staff.

	
	1. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning SPC of 28th April 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Dowds, and Agreed.



	
	2. Heritage Plan for South Dublin County.
Dr Rosaleen Dwyer made a presentation on the details and history of the Heritage Plan. Cllrs Kearns, Dowds, O’Connell, Lavelle, Coburn and Tuffy made contributions and raised issues on access to heritage sites, urban heritage and specific sites to which Dr Dwyer responded.

Cllr E Tuffy, Chair thanked Dr Dwyer for the presentation and the members for their comments. He recommended that the Plan be now referred to the Arts & Culture SPC and full Council for consideration. This was AGREED.



	
	3. Taking in Charge Policy.

William Purcell presented a report on the details of the Draft Taking in Charge Policy. Following contributions from Cllrs Dowds, Lavelle, Tuffy and Sean Giblin, Frank Nevin suggested that a workshop for members on this issue be scheduled and that the matter be considered further at the next meeting. It was AGREED that Frank Nevin would schedule a workshop with the Chair, Cllr Tuffy.



	
	4. Matters Arising from Draft Development Plan Process.

Colin Ryan made a presentation on details of the current status of the Development Plan process and outlined issues on access rights that had been discussed during the process. Cllr Tuffy confirmed that he had had a number of Motions on this issue down for the Development Plan process that he now felt may be better dealt with through the SPC process, particularly through a working group. Garret Robinson, Jim Fay, Cllrs O’Connell and Tuffy contributed to the following debate.

It was AGREED : 

(a) A meeting of the SPC will be arranged in conjunction with the May Draft Plan meeting to seek the views of the full SPC. This request to be made to the OP & F meeting of the Council.

(b) A working group of SPC members and staff will be established to examine the issue of access rights. Members to include :

· Cllr Tuffy,

· Cllr Lavelle,

· Cllr Coburn,

· Cllr O’ Connell,

· N Durkan,

· D Anderson,

· G Robinson.

Frank Nevin will also schedule first meeting of the group with the Chair.



	
	5. Update on energy Plan for South Dublin County.
Frank Nevin outlined the seminar held in the Civic Theatre on 12th February and indicated to members where they could locate the presentations on the Council website. Paul Hogan presented details of the ongoing work and research in South Dublin County on energy issues. Further updates in this regard will be brought to the members of the SPC.




6. AOB.

John Kearns and Jim Fay expressed concern at the current economic situation in the County and suggested that the SPC should look specifically at issues in this regard. Frank Nevin accepted the concerns expressed and indicated that the issues discussed at this meeting were mainly ongoing from the work of the previous SPC and it should be noted that they did impact on the economic well being of the County. Cllr Tuffy, Chair, indicated that he would devise a new draft work plan for the SPC with Management for discussion at the next meeting.


The meeting concluded at 7.20 pm.”

The minutes were NOTED.
 H5/0510
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q15 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0510
SCHOOL TOURS 



Councillor M. Corr
To ask the Manager through the auspices of the Tourism Board to explore the development of a school tour programme for South Dublin schools to visit Council facilities such as the parks and playgrounds, stadium, libraries, theatre, art centre and swimming pools to tie in with the "Think Local" campaign?


REPLY:

At present, there are quite a number of initiatives and projects directed towards the 
schoolchildren of South Dublin, through various Council departments, in particular, 
Libraries, Community Services, Parks, and Environmental Services.


South Dublin Libraries deliver an extensive range of programmed activities aimed at 
100 primary and 33 post-primary schools across the County as well as special schools 
and pre-school facilities. The library service is committed to marketing local libraries 
as welcoming space for children of all ages and are happy to work with other 
agencies to promote the “Think Local” campaign. 


A campaign entitled All Join In, designed to encourage every primary school student 
to join their local library, is currently underway. Started in October 2009 to date over 
60 of the 100 primary schools have been visited by library staff promoting local 
library 
facilities and services to children across the County.


Libraries are profiled to schools as centres for education and learning, offering free 
access to over a quarter of a million books for young readers as well as online 
reference and information databases, online homework help, heritage and local studies 
information on the County. The library website 
www.southdublinlibraries.ie  also 
contains a Children’s Section specifically 
designed for young people across the County. 
Library staff have also contributed area 
based information to 
www.askaboutireland.ie which profiles facilities across the County to a wide 
audience. Walking tours and heritage maps produced by SDCC Libraries 
(www.southdublinhistory.ie) are also used extensively by local schools to 
highlight local attractions and facilities Centre to Modern City: guided walk

Programmed library visits by schools to local branch libraries are organised over each 
academic year with invitation emails sent to each school bi-annually. Pupils are given 
a tour of the library and shown the library website and registered as members. During 
2009 over 500 classes visited their local libraries and almost half a million items were 
loaned to young readers.


Each year an extensive range of children-centred programmes are delivered by the 
library service and marketed through schools in the County. Many of these 
programmes are developed in conjunction with other departments across the Council 
and aimed specifically at class groups. Festival brochures listing details of all events 
organised for school groups are sent to every school in the County.  These events, 
held almost exclusively within branch libraries, raise the profile of the available services 
for young people across their communities. Programmed events include:

· Library Ireland Week 

· Seachtain na Gaeilge 

· Engineers Week  

· Eco Week April 

· Ruaille Buaille: 

· Heritage Week 

· Children’s Book Festival  

· Innovation Dublin / Open House  

· Science Week 


Using the concept of Libraries Without Walls mobile libraries deliver services to schools, 
crèches, and traveller halting sites across the County, particularly in remote  urban 
areas.


Family learning programmes, delivered out to local communities by library staff also 
help profile services available at our branch libraries. These programmes, designed in 
conjunction with local teachers, see library staff working with parents, grand parents 
and siblings and are designed to guide participants to use library facilities across the 
County. SDCC Libraries are currently working with South Dublin County Child Care 
Committee, Irish Multiple Births Association, CPLN, Dochas, An Cosán and the primary 
and post primary schools in the County to deliver family learning programmes.


The Parks Department are actively promoting the use of their parks through their 
website and the circulation of leaflets. In particular, they are currently promoting the 
Camac Valley caravan park, the Fishery and the Pet Farm in Corkagh Park. The Parks 
Department has sought help and advice on these matters from the South Dublin 
County 
Tourism Board.  In addition, the Park Ranger Service facilitates school tours in the 
parks through the summer months.


The Community Services Department involves schoolchildren in visiting and using 
Council facilities at every possible opportunity. The Department’s Sports Office, Social 
Inclusion Unit, Arts Office and Sports Partnership Office all run a range of activities 
and competitions which regularly bring schoolchildren and teachers to the facilities 


 The idea of developing a specific School Tour Programme that would encompass 
visits  to the various facilities such as the Civic Theatre, Rua Red Arts Centre, Tallaght 
Stadium, Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan Leisure Centres, The County Library, 
Corkagh Park, and the many other top class facilities, is a very good one. 
Arrangements will be made for the various departments and schools representatives 
to meet and consider how best to do this, making sure to incorporate the “Think 
Local” 
principle in the response.
Q2/0510
TALLAGHT INTEGRATED AREA PLAN

Councillor S. Crowe


To ask the Manager in view of crisis facing the growing number of unemployed in the County and the inability of young apprentices to finish their trades will the Manager agree to review the Tallaght Integrated Area Plan model for Employment and Training and how this might be improved, the lesson learned and formerly adopted as a strategy and replicated in the County in future area plans?

REPLY:

Employment and Training


The aim of the IAP strategy for Employment and Training in Tallaght was to enhance 
and maximise the prospect of employability and training of local people and in 
particular young people and the long term unemployed, with the new developments 
that were being built as part of the Urban Renewal Integrated Area Plan. The scheme 
was operated by Tallaght Local Employment Service Network (a project of the Dodder 
Valley Partnership) in conjunction South Dublin County Council. 


In total there were 20 projects. A two-stage certification process was operated for 
developers and investors.  The first stage was the commitment stage whereby Tallaght 
Local Employment Service Network (Obair) engaged with developers to ascertain 
training and employment opportunities for both the construction and operational phases 
and the second was the provision of the training, posts, 
apprenticeships etc. The final 
aspect was the sign off between the developer and TLESN. It was understood that 
South Dublin County Council would not issue the Certificate of Consistency with the IAP 
unless the developer had cooperated with the LESN.


The LESN saw the achievements of the scheme in a very positive light, in particular 
the number of young people (who were mainly early school leavers) employed and 
gaining apprenticeships, the up-skilling of employees, the strengthening of links with 
employers, the ongoing job opportunities. The scheme has resulted in a stronger 
local economy and in a better quality of life for those employed.  


There is a major difficulty however in replicating the IAP strategy for Employment 
and Training in Tallaght as it was tied into the national Urban Renewal Scheme and 
the availability of tax incentives. South Dublin County Council was able to specify the 
conditions under which the tax incentives were available on the basis of the 
Guidelines for Integrated Area Plan (DoE, 1997) and this allowed the employment 
and training aspects to be included as a prerequisite. There is no such provision under 
the Planning and Development Acts.

 Q3/0510
SIGNAGE


Councillor J. Hannon


To ask the Manager to arrange, in conjunction with other relevant stakeholders, to provide appropriate signage on national routes in the County, highlighting accommodation and other tourist facilities.

REPLY:

In conjunction with the National Roads Authority  (NRA)and the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the Council has been reviewing and 
renewing direction signage across the county. These revisions and renewals 
will benefit all road users in reaching their destinations, be it for business, social or 
tourism purposes. Guidelines, contained in the Traffics Signs Manual, for the layout of 
signs limit the amount of information included on any sign. As such only very limited 
information of an amenity nature can be included on direction signage. 


Due to the size of sign required and the high cost of maintenance on high speed 
roads 
the NRA restricts road side signage on the major inter urban routes. Each exit is clear 
numbered for identification and permits the use of relatively simple and 
unambiguous 
directions. The NRA’s policy on when a tourist amenity can be signed from a major 
national route is available [link] and generally favours the use of panel signs which give 
an indication of the range of services that can be accessed at the next intersection.


Given the number of tourist facilities and similar amenities across South Dublin that 
depend on drivers using unfamiliar routes to gain access, the Roads Department has 
had discussions facilitated by the South Dublin County Tourism Board with 
representatives of tourist facilities across the county in order to develop an 
appropriate and integrated signing system which would provide clear and 
unambiguous benefits for all parties. The proposed signage system is in accordance 
with best practice and relevant guide lines and has the power to deliver positive 
benefits 
for all those who adopt it.

 Q4/0510
UNFINISHED DEVELOPMENTS 


Councillor C. Jones


To ask the Manager how many unfinished developments there are in the County and what steps are being taken by the Council to ensure the completion of these developments?

REPLY:

In responding to the question, “unfinished” is assumed to be developments which 
have not yet been taken-in-charge by the Council as there are still works outstanding 
which are the responsibility of the developer.


Using this definition of “unfinished” there are 23 developments in the County, 
though the degree of works required varies significantly. 


The current position in relation to these 23 developments  is as listed below;


No. of Houses     Estate    Location        Developer     
         
203             Tullyhall (Phase 2 Lucan     Kingscroft /Hollioake/Tower

     
Works Outstanding    

Roads and services taken in charge in Phase 1 

           Jan 2010.

           In Phase 2 there are issues with road surfacing 

           Sequestration of the bond is ongoing to expedite this problem.

            7              Monastery Gate               Clondalkin             M. Gate Ltd

            7 units involved. Remedial works list prepared   and issued- works complete on last 
inspection. 

            Revised "As Constructed Drawings" requested and awaited.

          
40       Newhall Court (Phase 1 only)       Blessington Road   William Smith

         
 Legal issues, developer challenging right of Council to claim security for completion 
of  works but liaising with Council presently on some works to be carried out.

         
498              Sundale (Phase 1 - 6)                 Tallaght              Kelland Homes Ltd.

            Roads TIC on 8th March, 2004  Services not  yet recommended for TIC. Drainage         
survey and revised drawings submitted and being checked.

       
Awaiting wayleave in respect of water mains through public site.
      
43        Brownsbarn Woods               Brownsbarn           Durkan Residential

       

Management Agreement in place for development which indicates that public lighting      


will be offered for taking in charge. 

       
An inspection to ascertain any works needed is being scheduled in order to issue list 


of   same to the developer. No request for taking in charge received.

    
4              Cnoc Aoibhinn                    Lucan                   Weston Properties Ltd.

Minor works outstanding including works  to  drainage and manholes.  As constructed 
drawings awaited.  Linked to Copse Estate. Up to date list of works outstanding due 
from Parks Department in order to issue to developer.   Security to be sequestered when 
list received.

  
3              Copse                             Lucan                   Weston Properties Ltd

Minor works outstanding including works to drainage and manholes. As constructed        
drawings awaited. Linked to Cnoc Aoibheann.   Lists issued - no contact from 
Developer. 



Updated list of works outstanding due from Parks  Department in order to issue to 
Developer. Security to be sequestered when list received.

  
150             DeSelby             Tallaght                Kelland Homes Ltd.

 
Revised remedial lists prepared and issued. Works almost complete, minor works still   
outstanding. "As constructed" drawings and drainage survey requested and 
awaited. Final inspection required, inspections/meetings being scheduled with 
contractor.

        
176              Ferncourt (Phase 1 & 2)            Ballycullen      Maplewood 
Homes

         
TIC drawings and schedule being prepared. Final list issued.  Developer  notify Building 
control when works are complete, recently on site completing works. 

            When complete will require re inspection

           292              Hansted             Lucan                   McInerney Construction

           Remedial list prepared and issued. Final   inspection of works due. "As constructed 
drawings" submitted and being checked.

            50              Mont Pelier          Jobstown              Durkan New Homes Ltd.

           "As constructed" drawings submitted and being checked. Developer has offered the 
development for taking in charge and inspection of development being scheduled 
with the developer to identify works to be completed.

           27              Moy Glas (Phase 2)       Lucan   Castlethorn/Courtland/Lyncourt

           27 units involved. Taking in Charge drawings  and schedule being prepared. To be   
recommended for TIC Autumn 2010, pending completion of some minor works.. 
Bond 
remains in place

         177            Oak Dale                Ballycullen            Maplewood Homes

         TIC drawings and schedule being prepared. To  be recommended for TIC pending  completion  of minor works, developer is re-entering site to complete same.

          54             Old Court              Ballycullen            Maplewood Homes

         TIC schedule and drawings being prepared Developer  has recently indicated that all 
works are complete. A final inspection is due.

          4              Sylvan Avenue                            Kingswood            Mondale Const. Ltd

          Final inspection to be carried out. TIC drawings and schedule to be  prepared.

         230              Verschoyle (Phase 1)            Saggart                 Kingscroft Developments

          "As constructed" drawings and drainage survey  submitted and being checked. 
Drainage not to be TIC at present as it drains into private drain. Developer 
completing works on another development & is scheduling inspection with Building 
Control  thereafter on works in Verschoyle. Inspection likely to occur in late April.

         290              Beechdale               Ballycullen          Maplewood Developments.    

Developer has been on site in recent weeks completing works on foot of Councils actions.  Inspection, mainly re surface water issues is required when conditions are suitable i .e. a period of rainfall is required for conditions necessary to ensure drainage etc is properly operating. Drawings etc prepared for TIC and i on inspection no issues arise this development will be ready to be advertised for TIC.

          235              Larkfield                    Lucan                   Fitzgibbon Bros

         Development re-inspected in Feb 2010 and new claim placed on bond to complete  
remaining minor works. On foot of this claim the developer has returned to site in March 
2010 and final inspection of works is due. Surveys and drawings awaited.

         110              Mount Bellew                               Willsbrook            Fitzgibbon Bros

         Developer of Larkfield is also developer of Mount Bellew and has returned to site on 
foot of claim on Larkfield bond. Security remains in place and will be utilised if works 
identified are not completed. A claim is prepared for issue bondholder if works not 
completed in coming weeks.

         108              Rossberry               Lucan                   Kingscroft Ltd & Hollioake Ltd

        Two developers were involved in Rossberry,  Kingscroft and Hollioake. In late 2009 a   
claim  was placed on the Kingscroft bond and they have as a result concluded works 
in March 2010 on their portion of the site. A full inspection to confirm that the works 
are satisfactorily completed is being scheduled. Initial inspections have identified issues 
with infiltration between foul and surface water systems that is being attended to by 
the developer. The process of completing works  and inspecting same has clarified the 
areas for which Hollioake is responsible and a list of  works is being prepared in order to 
issue a claim on their bond, which remains in place.

       588              Carrigmore                          Fortunestown         Devondale Ltd.

Apartments and duplexes are under Management Company. Drainage not to be TIC. Only  road to be TIC - resurfacing required and inspection to itemise same to be arranged.

         325              Mill Race            Saggart                 Neville Development Partnership

 Phase 1 Mixed Residential Development – House construction nearing completion mostly private. Management Agreement submitted.  Only main road & adjoining footpath to be TIC.   Drawings & CCTV requested. Development is being inspected on an ongoing basis.

   
175              Newcastle Manor          Newcastle           Tenbury/Chesterbridge Develop

      
 Lists prepared and issued - works outstanding include: Tactile paving and inspection of 


gullies. Drawings and drainage survey received being checked. Management 



Agreement submitted for part of development. Bond in place for development.

Q5/0510
NOISE ACTION PLAN

Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to arrange a briefing for the elected members on the implementation of the noise action plan for the Greater Dublin Area with particular reference to the requests from numerous Councillors for noise monitoring along major roads in our county?

REPLY:

The Principal Environmental Health Officer will arrange a briefing for the elected 
members on the implementation of the Noise Action Plan at a time that is suitable to 
all.  

Q6/0510
WATER SERVICES INVESTMENT PROGRAMME


Councillor W. Lavelle


To ask the Manager to outline in detail what works, including preparatory and statutory planning works, have been authorised for our county under the recently published Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012, including works relating to:

•
The Dublin Region Water Supply Project; 

•
Programmes of works stemming from the ‘Eastern River Basin 
District’ plan; 

•
Flood risk assessment and mitigation works.


REPLY:

The following schemes have been approved for South Dublin County Council under 
the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012:

Contracts at Construction 2010 – 2012                                     Estimated Cost

Boherboy Water Supply Scheme                      


Civil Works                                                                                 €34,553,000


M & E  Works                                                                              €1,152,000


Lucan Sewerage Scheme (SLI) 


Civil Works 

(Tobermaclugg Stream 
Upgrade)                                                 €7,711,000

 
Contracts to Start 2010 – 2012                                                             
Estimated Cost

 Water Conservation 


Stage 3 Works – Dublin Region 


Water mains Rehabilitation Project 


(South Dublin) Tranche2                                                            €5,973,000


Schemes at Planning Stages 2010- 2012                                   W/S

GDRDP : South Dublin Sewerage Scheme 
9B                                                                                                 S


GDRDP : Dodder Valley Sewerage Scheme        


         S


Saggart/Rathcoole/Newcastle Sewerage Scheme                                S


Water Conservation Stage 3 Works                                                   W


S refers to wastewater infrastructure


W refers to water supply or water conservation


By the ‘Dublin Region Water Supply Project’ or Dublin City Water Supply Scheme 
(Long 
Term Water Source) which is being advanced by Dublin City Council as lead authority on 
behalf of the local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area.  Phase 1 of this scheme is 
included in the Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012 as a 
scheme 
approved for planning .  A detailed account of progress of this scheme was given at 
the March Council Meeting.  It is hoped to complete the planning phase up to 
submission of plans to An Bord Pleanála during the lifetime of the current 
Investment Programme.


The Eastern River Basin District Plan has been adopted by the twelve local authorities 
and it is submitted to the EPA for their assessment. The Plan has to be submitted to 
the EU by the Minister for the Environment, Local Government and Heritage by 7th 
July 2010. It is still premature to discuss programme of works until the Plan is 
approved by the EU and as such this is not included in the 2010-2012 WSIP.


 The only flood mitigation works in the programme is the Tobermaclugg Stream 
Upgrade which is due to be completed by the summer of 2010. 

 Q7/0510
WORK – PLACEMENT/TRAINING 


Councillor W. Lavelle


To ask the Manager, further to the motion adopted at the March meeting, to provide an update on efforts to introduce an appropriate work-placement/training programme for unemployed persons?

REPLY:

Following the adoption of the motion referred to, letters were issued on the 9th of 
March 2010 to the Minister for Finance, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government, and the Minister for Trade and Employment informing them 
of the Motion. Copies of the Council's letter and interim replies received to date are 
attached. 


The Minister for Finance advised that this business is within the remit of the 
Departments of Social Protection and the Department of Education & Skills.    The 
Minister for Finance has advised in acknowledgment attached that a copy of the 
Council's letter has been forwarded to these departments.


Members have been regularly updated on the IEZ project which is now being 
developed on a regional basis. The project provides opportunities for participants to 
develop new approaches to business and work opportunities through networking, 
access to relevant training and mutual support. It has been developed on an 
interagency basis involving the Dept of Social Protection, FAS, CEB and other 
stakeholders.

Q8/0510
HOUSING GRANT SCHEME 


Councillor B. Lawlor


To ask the Manager to outline how much money was made available in 2009 for the Housing grant Scheme; how many applications were processed and a grant provided; how many applications were processed and a grant was not provided; how many applications remain outstanding and how much money is required to ensure all outstanding applications receive a grant?

REPLY:
 
The Council was approved for grant expenditure up to  €4,670,000.00 in  respect of 
works to private houses in 2009. 


The number of applications for which grants were paid in 2009 was as follows:- 53 
Disabled Persons Grants, 226 Housing Adaptation Grants for People with a Disability, 
24 Mobility Aids Grants and 105 Housing Aid for Older People Grants.


Commitments given in respect of approved applications where works had not been 
completed at the end of 2009 was as follows:-  29 applications under the Housing 
Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability Scheme; 8 applications under the Mobility 
Aids Grant Scheme and 29 applications under the Housing Aid for Older People 
scheme.


The number of applications awaiting approval at the end of 2009 was as follows: 7 
Disabled Persons Grants; 119 Housing Adaptation Grants for People with a Disability; 
3 Mobility Aids Grants and 14 Housing Aid for Old People Grants,


 On 5th March, 2010, the Council received notification from the Department of 
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government of a grant allocation in the amount  
of  €4,766.000.00 for 2010.  It is anticipated that the funding approved for 2010 will 
be sufficient to process the  applications still on hand from 2009 which qualify for 
grant funding together with those applications received to date in 2010.The 
availability of grant funding for future applications in 2010 will be dependent on the 
volume of same and the balance of funding remaining when all outstanding 
applications have been processed.

 Q9/0510
VALUATIONS 

Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can advise if the new system of commercial valuations devised by the Valuations Office and currently operating in South Dublin and Fingal will result in periodic revaluations of commercial premises/properties in the County if rental levels fall as a result of NAMA activities and decline in property values?

REPLY:

The following information was obtained from the Valuation Office in response to this 
enquiry – “The revaluation provisions contained in the Valuation Act 2001 provide for 
regular revaluations.  The legislation provides that once a revaluation has taken place 
in a local authority area a subsequent revaluation must take place no later than 10 
years or no sooner than 5 years after the last revaluation. Therefore the earliest date 
on which the next revaluation for South Dublin Co Co can be published is 31st 
December 2012, and the latest date is 31st December 2017.
 
The purpose of a revaluation is not to increase the total amount of rates collected by 
a rating authority but to redistribute the commercial rates liability more equitably 
between ratepayers.
 
The commercial rates income of the local authority is capped in the year following a 
revaluation. Therefore a general increase or decrease in property values will not 
increase or reduce the total amount of rates collected by a local authority.  
 
The first South Dublin Co Co revaluation led to a redistribution of the commercial 
rates burden between ratepayers and any subsequent revaluation is likely to also 
have a redistributive effect.  However it’s the relative value of properties to each 
other 
rather than the absolute value of an individual property, which will determine whether 
a property’s rates liability will decrease or increase following a revaluation.”
Q10/0510
PUBLIC MARKETS 


Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager if he can advise what steps should be taken by a person who wishes to operate a public market on private property in the County, what role the Council has in the matter of permitting/regulating  such markets, and what regulations, such as Health and Safety, Food Safety apply to such markets?

REPLY:

Such markets do not come under the remit of the Council's Casual Trading Bye-Laws which only cover specific sites referred to in the Bye-Laws and prevent casual trading in all other areas.  While potential operators of markets may in some instances need to apply for planning permission from the Council depending on the nature and extent of the proposed market, the Council does not have a specific role in regulating markets with regard to areas covered by specific legislation where bodies such as the Health & Safety Authority, the Food Safety Authority etc. operate. The Environmental Health Office may also be in a position to advise on certain aspects, again depending on the nature of the market as any person or body, whether private or public, and whether for profit or not ,can produce or sell food provided they are registered with the Health Service Executive and such registrations are facilitated by the Environmental Health Office.


It is incumbent upon any such potential operator to fully appraise themselves of 
appropriate legislation and to consult with the Planning Department as well as any 
other relevant agencies as appropriate.
 Q11/0510
COMMUNITY GARDENS


Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager to provide a report on current Community Garden Projects in the County, and if he will advise if any Community Garden Projects under the direction of the Council involve the use of land used by other organisations, businesses or individuals?

There are no Community Garden Projects in the County at present.  As Community 
Gardens are of relatively recent provenance in an Irish context, the Council is 
exploring the possible structures, legal issues and practicalities under which the concept 
can be advanced in general in the South Dublin County's administrative area.


The Council in conjunction with Stewarts Hospital in Rossecourt, Balgaddy is 
considering a community garden on a piece of land in the ownership of Stewarts 
Hospital, which is situated adjacent to the new residential developments in the area.  
The project is at an early stage of development as the Council is currently 
concentrating on the formation of Resident/Environmental Committees in the area. 


However, this project will be re-examined later this year in partnership with the 
interested parties including the Council, Stewarts Hospital, Archbishop Ryan School, 
Ronanstown Training Centre, An Garda Siochana and the Community. At this point in 
time any development of Community Garden Schemes must be community led and 
cost neutral to the Council. 

Q12/0510
SHARED OWNERSHIP


Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager how many shared ownership agreements, if any,  have been entered into by the Council with purchasers in the years 2006 to 2009 inclusive, and if the Council envisages increased activity in this form of home acquisition in the near future as a result of the substantial drop in house prices?

REPLY:

During the  period from 2006 to 2009 the Council advanced two Shared Ownership 
loans. To date South Dublin County Council has advanced 1,184 shared ownership 
loans from 1999 to 2009. Shared Ownership was a very successful way of allowing 
first time buyers to enter the property market. 


The number of Shared Ownership Loans advances decreased due to the increase on 
the amount the Council could advance through the Affordable Housing and House 
Purchase loans which are traditional annuity based mortgage models. The maximum 
amount available is currently €220,000. The amount advanced would be dependent 
on the borrower(s) income and credit history. For more details on these schemes see 
links below;


House Purchas Loan Application Form

Eligibility and Income limits for House Purchase Loan

Affordable Housing Application Form

The House Purchase Loan has a major advantage over the Shared Ownership Loan 
model in that the borrowers do not have to make any additional provisions to pay off 
the rented equity lump sum as it is an annuity type mortgage. The loan will expire 
within its original term, once the repayments are kept up to date.


As the economy recovers it is envisaged that activity under the House Purchase Loan 
will increase as the amounts available under the loan would cover the market value 
of a substantial number of properties around the county.  

Q13/0510
CLIMATE CHANGE 


Councillor E. Tuffy


Noting the contents of the letter from the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, received on 15 March 2010 and tabled under correspondence at the April Council meeting, to ask the Manager if there has been any interaction between the Department and the Council in relation to the development by the Department of a National Climate Change Adaptation Framework?

REPLY:


Consultation with the Climate Change section of the Department of Environment, 
Heritage & Local Government on this matter indicates their intention to have the 
Heads 
of the Climate Change Bill and the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework 
published sometime around the end of June but no specific date or deadline has 
been 
set for this.

Q14/0510
WATER METERS 


Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager if there has been any discussions between the Council and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government re the installation of water meters in houses, apartments and flats owned by the Council, if he can provide an estimate of the cost of installing meters in all Council housing units, and if he can advise members as to who, the Council or the tenants or the Department will be required to pay for the installation of meters?  


REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has not received any correspondence or directives from 
the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the subject of 
the provision of domestic metering. 


A Report on a motion passed by the Council on the matter to the November Council 
Meeting gives an indication of the factors involved though the recent remarks from 
the Minister indicate that a number of other factors will need to be considered such 
as meter rental, free allowances etc.


It is understood that a scheme is being developed/considered at the moment and 
that notification will issue from the Department later this year.
Q15/0510
ADAPTED HOUSING 


Councillor E. Walsh


In light of previous questions and Motion set down by me on previous Council agenda concerning 2 constituents in the Tallaght Central constituency out of a total of 11 persons, deemed to having 'medical priority' with regard to their need for specially adapted housing:


1. Would the Council indicate what sum of money is proposed to be set aside by it from the recently announced €56,300,000.00 in the total social housing allocation given by central government to South Dublin County Council to deal with this urgent matter?

2. When the backlog of cases is expected to be cleared?


3. Would the Council ensure that it will be a priority for it to resolve this issue immediately for these cases?   

REPLY:

Every application for specially-adapted housing is unique and relates to the level of 
an individual's particular need and also the size and composition of the individual's 
family unit. In the past, approved applications were examined by a Council Architect, 
along with the relevant Occupational Therapist and the applicant themselves, to 
examine in detail the specific needs of the individual and their family, ascertain the 
detail of the accommodation required and explore where this can be accommodated 
in as short a time as possible usually within the social housing construction 
programme.  A report was made to the March 2010 Council meeting on this topic 
which stated "Due to reducing levels of capital allocation for new-build social housing, 
no new schemes have commenced on site since 2008.  This obviously has a 
considerable impact on the options available to the Council to meet the specially-
adapted 
housing need". 


The 2010 allocation for the Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP) 
is €16,110,000, reduced from €35m last year and reflecting Department of the 
Environment, Heritage & Local Government policy of switching from direct provision 
of social houses to acquiring units through RAS and Leasing methods. The majority of 
this €16m allocation will cover the costs of projects which are ongoing, and currently 
being constructed including the provision of three specially adapted houses in the 
current year. In addition there is an allocation of €625,000 for IWILS/DPG extensions 
which will help but is limited in the context of the number of cases on hand. Two new 
infill schemes consisting of a total of 16 houses should be commenced in 2010 at 
Lealand and Taylor's Lane. Only one specially adapted unit is scheduled for 
completion through these schemes. 


As can be seen from the above, there is limited opportunity in the coming years to 
cater for the all the approved applicants for specially-adapted houses through the 
social housing building programme. It is anticipated that these accommodation needs 
will now have to be met through casual vacancies of Council housing stock, with the 
assistance of the disabled persons grant scheme which itself is under considerable 
pressure to cater for existing demand. This procurement route also presents 
difficulties in terms of the plot size required to accommodate ground floor sleeping 
accommodation which in many cases is required for individuals in need and their 
carers. 
The council will continue to investigate new ways and funding streams to assist in 
dealing with current and future applications.

H6/0510
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7/0510
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES
H7a)/0510
Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0510 
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed 
hereunder to Lisa O’Reilly to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the 
Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Lisa O' Reilly has applied in accordance with the 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire 
the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	72 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght , Dublin, 24.  
	Lisa O’Reilly  
	06-09-73
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€350.00



J. Horan


_____________________


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:
“That South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Lisa O’Reilly to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Lisa O' Reilly has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.”

 H7c)/0510 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY AT REAR OF 34 ST PETER’S DRIVE, GREENHILLS, DUBLIN 12 TO PATRICK &  MARY GAHAN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Patrick & Mary Gahan of 34 St Peter’s Drive, 
Greenhills, Dublin 12 to acquire a portion of laneway at the rear of their home due to 
anti-social behaviour in the area. The extinguishment of the Public Right of Way over 
section of laneway in question at rear of 34 St Peter’s Drive was approved by the 
Council at its meeting held on 12/04/2010.


The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.


Accordingly, I recommend, that the Council dispose by way of lease an area 
measuring 50.31sq metres or thereabouts to the rear of 34 St Peter’s Drive as shown 
outlined in red on attached Drawing No. RE 1038  to Patrick &Mary Gahan in 
accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject 
to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the 
following terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-

 
1. That the applicants shall pay the Council a  capital premium of €2,000 (two 
thousand euro) and will be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 99 years 
subject to a nominal rent of  €1 per annum (if demanded)  exclusive of all outgoings 
with rent reviews every 5 years linked to changes in the consumer Price Index.

 
2. That the applicants shall use the above land for garden purposes and it can be 
used as a vehicular access to the existing dwelling i.e. No. 34 St Peter’s Drive.

 
3.That the applicants or successor in title shall not be permitted to include the land in 
any planning application for density purposes or in any application for access road or 
laneway to another dwelling. 

 
4.That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services (if any) that exists on, under or 
over the subject plot.


 5.That the applicants incorporate the area into the existing property and constructs a 
boundary feature that is to the satisfaction of the Council.

 
6. That the applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €250 (two hundred and 
fifty euro).

 
7. That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees. 

 
8. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 
include 
any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

 
9. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.

 
The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from South Dublin Utility 
Society Limited in 1966 for open space purposes.

 
J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose by way of lease an area measuring 50.31sq. metres or thereabouts to the rear of 34 St Peter’s Drive as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. RE 1038 to Patrick & Mary Gahan in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer and outlined in the foregoing report.”

H7d)/0510
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY AT REAR OF 7 TYMON NORTH GREEN, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO MR. STEPHEN COOPER
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Mr. Stephen Cooper, 7 Tymon North Green to 
acquire a portion of laneway to the rear of  his property.  A similar request has also 
been received from the owners of No 8  Tymon North Green and is being considered 
separately. The remaining portion of rear laneway from No 8 upwards has already 
been incorporated into the adjacent properties and accordingly the disposal of the 
portion now requested by the owners of No 7 & 8 Tymon North Green would not 
block access to any other properties. 


 The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has 
recommended terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable. 

 
Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the portion of laneway 
measuring 25 square metres or thereabouts to the rear of 7 Tymon North Green, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/42/09 
to the respective house owner, Mr. Stephen Cooper subject to the provisions of 
Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the 
Planning & Development Act, 2000, subject to the following terms and 
conditions as 
recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-


  1.                 That the Council dispose of  the plot for the consideration of €1,000 



(one thousand euro) . 


 2.                 That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant 


          

 possession. 


 3.                 That the subject land is not encumbered by any services.


 4.                 That the applicant shall incorporate the area into his rear garden and 

         

shall construct a suitable boundary wall, to match and tie into 


          

existing boundary walls. 


5.                 That the applicant shall pay Valuers fees of €250 (two hundred and 

       

 fifty euro).


 6.                 That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.         

  
The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from M. Waterman in 1975 
for housing purposes.  

 
J. Horan 

County Manager”
 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor  M. Corr and 
AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of the portion of laneway measuring 25 square metres or thereabouts to the rear of 7 Tymon North Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/42/09 to the respective houseowner, Mr. Stephen Cooper subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and outlined in the foregoing report.”

 H7e/0510  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY AT REAR OF TYMON NORTH  GREEN, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO MS JULIE O’SULLIVAN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Ms. Julie O’ Sullivan, 8 Tymon North Green to 
acquire a portion of laneway to the rear of her property.   The remaining portion of 
rear laneway from No 8 upwards has already been incorporated into the adjacent 
properties and accordingly the disposal of the portion now requested would not block 
access to any other properties. 


 The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has 
recommended terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable. 


 Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the portion of laneway 
measuring 30 square metres or thereabouts to the rear of 8 Tymon North Green, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/43/09 
to the respective houseowner, Ms. Julie O’ Sullivan subject to the provisions of Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the 
Planning & Development Act, 2000, subject to the following terms and conditions as 
recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

 
1.               That the Council dispose of  the plot for the consideration of €1,000 

                

      (one thousand euro) . 


 2.               That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant 



        possession. 


 3.                 That the subject land is not encumbered by any services.

 
4.                 That the applicant shall incorporate the area into his rear garden and 

        
        hall construct a suitable boundary wall, to match and tie into existing 

        
        boundary walls. 


 5.                That the applicant shall pay Valuers fees of €250 (two hundred and 


        fifty euro).

 
6.                 That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.         

 
The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from M. Waterman in 1975 
for housing purposes.  


 J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of the portion of laneway measuring 30 square metres or thereabouts to the rear of 8 Tymon North Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/43/09 to the respective houseowner, Ms Julie O’ Sullivan subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and outlined in the foregoing report.”

H7f)0510 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF HEAD INTEREST IN UNIT 2, CASTLETYMON SHOPPING  CENTRE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO CLIVCO ENTERPRISES LTD.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“In 1997 the Council acquired lands comprising of a Car Park, adjoining Castletymon 
Shopping Centre by way of Deed of Waiver from the Minister for Finance. The lands 
had been owned by Ventnor Developments Limited but were vested in the Minister 
for Finance by virtue of Section 28(2) of the State Property Act, 1954 when the 
company was dissolved. Title to the lands was transferred to the Council on 27th 
March 
1997 under Folio DN 30370F.  The lands were acquired to facilitate the construction of 
a scheme of 7 No. 1 bedroom single storey dwellings. Owen O’Brien & 
Co Solicitors 
have now sent in correspondence on behalf of their clients Clivco Enterprises Limited, 
Unit 2 Castletymon Shopping Centre, whom it is stated hold this 
premises under lease 
dated 2nd October 1984 but which does not appear to have been registered.


 It is claimed by the Solicitors that their client, Clivco Enterprises  Limited had 
purchased the freehold title to this premises from Ventnor Developments Limited on 
the 16th December 1986. A Deed of Transfer of the freehold portion of Folio 30370F 
relating to Unit 2 which had been signed by the relevant parties, i.e. Ventnor 
Developments Ltd and Clivco Enterprises Limited has been submitted to the Council 
in support of this claim. The Deed of Transfer was not lodged with the Property 
Registration Authority for registration at the time and accordingly the title passed to 
the Council following the acquisition of the lands contained in Folio DN 30370F from 
the Minister for Finance.

 
The Solicitors for Clivco Enterprises Limited now require the consent of the Council to 
the registration of the freehold title to this unit. Following Senior Counsel’s advice in 
relation to a similar case for Unit 3, Castletymon Shopping Centre, the Council 
approved the disposal of the freehold interest in that case.

 
The Council’s  Solicitor, has indicated that the Council should now approve the  transfer 
of the freehold title to Clivco Enterprises Limited for Unit 2, Castletymon 
Shopping 
Centre.


 Accordingly, I recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of its freehold interest in Unit 2 
Castletymon Shopping Centre to Clivco Enterprises Limited subject to the followings 
terms and conditions:


 1   That the property being disposed of is Unit 2 (shown hatched in black on 
attached folio map DN30370F and marked No. 4), Castletymon Shopping Centre, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24.

           2     That the Council will transfer the freehold interest in the property which is subject 

to and with the benefit of a lease dated 2nd October 1984 for a term of 33 years from 
1st  April 1984.

 
3      That  Clivco Enterprises Limited pay the Council’s Legal fees

 
4     That all outstanding Rates, Taxes and other outgoings due on the property to be 
disposed of up to and including the date of completion shall be paid by Clivco 
Enterprises Limited.                                            
 
The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from the Minister for Finance 
by Deed of Waiver in 1997 for Housing Purposes.  

 
J. Horan 

County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and 
AGREED:
“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of its freehold interest in Unit 2 Castletymon Shopping Centre to Clivco Enterprises Limited subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H8/0510
PART 8 REPORT FOR TALLAGHT QBC ENHANCEMENTS N81 - HARD SHOULDER CONVERSION
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:


“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 
Monday, 26th April 2010.  Following consideration of the report it was recommended by 
the Committee that the scheme be implemented in accordance with the Report.

Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007


Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 
outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  
These regulations apply to the proposed Tallaght QBC Enhancements – N81 Hard 
Shoulder Conversion.

TALLAGHT QBC ENHANCEMENTS 

N81 – HARD SHOULDER CONVERSION


The Committee at its meeting held on the 23rd November, 2009 approved initiation of the 
Part 8 Public Consultation Procedure for the Tallaght QBC Enhancements – N81 Hard 
Shoulder Conversion.


Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of the plans and particulars of the 
proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 9th December 2009. 
Submissions and observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with 
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development 
would be situated, were invited to be made in writing to the County Council before 4.30 
pm Friday 19th February 2010. 

(a) Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed 
Development and the Principal Features thereof: -

· Provide priority for buses along the route. 

· Widen the southern side of the Tallaght Road roundabout to provide a 
dedicated bus lane around the roundabout. Widening would also be 
required on the northern side on the approach to the roundabout.

· Widen both the inbound and outbound hard shoulders between 
Whitestown 
Way and Killinarden Way by approximately 0.7m on the 
northern side and 0.8m 
on the southern side.

· Widen the northern side of the carriageway between Cookstown Road and 
Fortunestown Road by up to 2.5m.

· It is proposed that the bus lanes will be operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

· Reduce the speed limit between Cheeverstown Centre and Spawell Road 
roundabout from 60km/h to 50km/h.


Modification to existing speed limits will be subject to the necessary 
Speed 
Limit ByeLaw – details will be presented to the Members for 
their consideration in due course.

· Modify traffic islands to allow for straight through bus lanes at signalised 
junctions.

· Buses travelling in the outbound direction (away from Dublin city) will have 
approximately 4.27 kilometres of new bus lane. Buses travelling in the 
inbound 
direction (towards Dublin city) will have approximately 2.56 
kilometres of 
new bus lane which will tie in with the existing bus lane.

· Relocation of a pedestrian crossing between Killinarden Heights and 
Fortunestown Road to the controlled signalised junctions at these 
locations. 

· Improve cycle and pedestrian facilities along the route.

· Upgrade all existing bus stops through the provision of new shelters, kassel 
kerbs 
etc.

· Provide 8 new bus stops (4 in the inbound direction and 4 in the outbound) at 
the following locations: 2 close to Avonmore Road junction, 2 close to Greenhills 
Road junction, 2 at Old Bawn Road junction and 2 at the footbridge to the 
square. 

· Provide significant savings for bus users in the morning and evening peak.

· Upgrade signalised junctions along the route to improve priority for buses on the 
approach to junctions.


All of the above are as detailed in QBNPO drawing numbers 423-DPD-001 to 0016 
inclusive.
(b) Evaluation of the likely implications, if any, of the proposed development with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated: -

The scheme involves the implementation of a number of measures that will improve the efficiency of bus services operating along the route. A significant amount of bus lanes will be provided.

In addition, junctions along the route will be upgraded and modified to provide improved facilities for pedestrians and other vulnerable road users. Cycle facilities are also proposed along the majority of the route.

In light of the above, the proposed development is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

(c) List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development: 
	
	Name 
	Address

	1. 
	Olivia Morgan
	National Roads Authority (NRA), Programme & Regulatory Unit, St. Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, Dublin 4.

	2. 
	Eamonn Hoban-Shelley
	88 Kiltipper Gate, Kiltipper, Dublin 24.

	3. 
	Elizabeth M. Kirwan
	11 Montpelier View, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

	4. 
	Fionnuala Barker
	16 Cul Na Greine, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.



LATE SUBMISSION

	5. 
	James Leahy
	Dublin Cycling Campaign, PO Box 10295, 
Dublin 6w.


SUMMARY of Submissions received within the specified period.

The main issues raised were:

	#
	Issue
	Response


	Submi-ssion no.
	No. of Submissions
	%

	1. 
	Supports scheme-

Funding for maintenance


	Future funding for maintenance of bus lanes will rest with the South Dublin County Council.


	1
	1
	14.3%

	2. 
	Supports scheme-

Conversion of on line bus stops to bus lay by’s.


	The future conversion of bus stops in to bus lay-bys depends on lands available to South Dublin County Council in the future, and resources being provided.


	1
	1
	14.3%

	3. 
	Supports scheme-

What routes will use this new QBC? 


	Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. Also Bus Eireann number 5 and 132 use the route. 

Dublin Bus is committed to improving services along the route in the future.


	2
	1
	28.5%

	4. 
	Supports scheme-

If passed, when is it likely to be in place? ASAP I hope.


	Contractors are to be on site the first quarter of 2011, if the scheme is giving the go ahead.
	2
	1
	14.3%

	5. 
	Supports scheme-

Concerns about the cycle facilities at the cookstown/N81 interchange 
	This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.


	3
	1
	28.5%

	6. 
	Concern about the level of services provided by the proposed bus lane. 

Pedestrian access to the bus route.
	Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. See table 1 below.

 Also Bus Eireann buses number 5 and 132 use the route. 

Dublin Bus is committed to improving services along the route in the future.

Table 1: Existing Dublin Bus schedule along the N81.

NUMBER OF BUSES 
INBOUND
OUTBOUND
AM PEAK
PM PEAK
OFF PEAK
ALL
AM PEAK
PM PEAK
OFF PEAK
ALL
07.00-10.00
16.00-19.00
10.00-16.00
DAY
07.00-10.00
16.00-19.00
10.00-16.00
DAY
50
5
6
10
30
5
6
10
33
54A
10
9
14
42
7
10
14
41
56A
6
5
10
30
6
5
11
29
65
4
2
4
15
3
4
3
14
65B
6
6
11
31
6
7
11
33
76/A/B
10
9
16
44
8
7
14
42
77
17
14
23
76
16
15
24
75
58
51
88
268
51
54
87
267
Source: Dublin Bus Timetable June 2009.

Every bus stop both existing and proposed are and will be serviced by footpaths.
	4
	1
	28.5%

	7. 
	Concern regarding:

Request the widening of bus lanes to 4.5m to cater for a 1.5m wide cycle lane. Where this is not possible the bus lane should be a shared bus/cycle lane 3.0m to 3.2m wide with a specific lower speed limit and with a cycle logo the same size as LANA BUS.

16 various comments on cycling issues
	There is insufficient space for a 4.5m wide combined bus and cycle lane. 

The current design is to be altered to have a uniformed 3.0m-3.2m wide bus lane with a varying width buffer zone along the length of the route. 

The current and proposed speed limit for the scheme are as follows:

From City Centre to Pelican Crossing at Cheeverstown House: 50 km/h.

· From Pelican Crossing at Cheeverstown house to Avonmore Road: 60 km/h (note: it is        proposed to amend to 50km/h the speed limit from Pelican Crossing at Cheeverstown house to Spawell Roundabout).

· From Avonmore Road to Outer Ring Road: 80 km/h. Proposed Bus lane speed limit to be 60km/h.

· From Outer Ring Road to Boherboy Road: 60 km/h.

Most are to be examined at Detailed Design stage.


	5
	1
	28.5


Summary of the issues with respect to the proper planning and development of the areas raised by persons or bodies who made submissions or observations and the response of the local authority thereto:


	
	       Name
	
	Comment
	Response

	1. 
	Olivia Morgan, National Roads Authority.
	a.

b.
	The NRA has no objections to the scheme, subject to the following:

Funding for maintenance should be sought from South Dublin County Council. The maintenance of road markings and road furniture relating to the bus lanes will not be funded by the Authority

The Authority seeks the conversion of online bus stops to bus lay-bys in the future. The NRA would welcome a commitment from SDCC to ensure that sufficient land is made available in due course to allow this conversion in the future.


	Future funding for maintenance will rest with the South Dublin County Council.

The future conversion of bus stops in to bus lay-bys depends on lands available to South Dublin County Council in the future.  



	2. 
	Eamonn Hoban-Shelley
	a.

b.

c.
	This is a fantastic idea; 

I’m assuming some routes will be diverted away from tallaght village with better access to N81 for Pedestrians? 

What routes will use this new QBC? This will cut journey times, which is very welcomed. 

If passed, when is it likely to be in place? ASAP I hope.
	· No plans to re-route buses at present.

· Every bus stop both existing and proposed are and will be serviced by footpaths.

Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. Also Bus Eireann buses number 5 and 132 use the route. ( See table 1 on page 5)

Contractors are to be on site late 2010, if the scheme is giving the go ahead. 

	
	Elizabeth M. Kirwan
	a.

b.


	Welcomes proposal. 

Notes that the current cycle route that was put in as part of the works for the Cookstown/N81 interchange (between Fortunestown Road/N81 junction and Cookstown Road/N81 junction) is hazardous, confusing, not maintained and poorly signed. 

The on-road cycle lane at the cookstown/N81 interchange is very dangerous. The yield sign appears not to catch the attention of motorists coming on to the N81.


	This section of the N81 at the interchange with Cookstown Way is outside the scope of the works proposed. 

The safety issues in relation to the on road cycle lane on the N81 has been mentioned in a safety audit, changes to this section of cycle lane are to be considered as part of the detailed design.


	3. 
	Fionnuala Barker
	a.
b.

	Level of usage of the proposed bus lane. 

Pedestrian access to the N81 from residential areas- 


	Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. Also Bus Eireann buses number 5 and 132 use the route. ( See table 1 on page 5)

Every bus stop both existing and proposed are and will be serviced by footpaths.




LATE SUBMISSIONS

	
	Name
	
	Comment
	Response

	4. 
	Dublin Cycling Campaign

Dublin Cycling Campaign
Dublin Cycling Campaign

	(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)
	The two way off-road cycle track at the toucan crossing on Fortunestown Road leaves cyclists going Westbound stranded.

Comment on the cycle lane dimensions at the Cookstown Road Junction.

The off road cycle tracks along the route do not allow for right turning manoeuvres. 

Notes that there is a gap in the off road cycle track opposite Killinarden Way.

Feels the off road cycle track at Blessington Road will not be used as intended. Also that it is not practical to provide an off road cycle track with 3 toucan crossings when a well designed bus/cycle lane could be provided instead.

Comments on gaps in the cycle track at Cookstown way/ Whitestown Way Junction.

It needs to be clear that drivers coming from Belgard Square South stop/yield to cyclists crossing the slip road.

Unclear how cyclist continue straight on the N81 at the Belgard Road Junction.

The width of the on road cycle facilities southbound on Belgard Road. 

Comments on the cycle facilities on Old Bawn Road

Information signs for cyclist in relation to the new roundabout layout at N81/Old Tallaght Road. 

Comment on the cycle facilities on the M50/N81 junction.

Comments in regard to turning manoeuvres and accessibility to the cycle facilities at the Spawell Roundabout.

The usage of the two-way cycle track north of the N81 by cyclist at present is questioned. Call for a well designed bus/cycle lane instead.

Comment on how it is not possible to turn right from eastbound off-road cycle track on the N81 to Corrybeg.

Comments on the removal of cycle lane where there is left turning traffic at the junction of Corrybeg and the N81.

Request the widening of bus lanes to 4.5m to cater for a 1.5m wide cycle lane. Where this is not possible the bus lane should be a shared bus/cycle lane 3.0m to 3.2m wide with a specific lower speed limit and with a cycle logo the same size as LANA BUS.

 
	This cycle track runs to the end of the scheme and beyond this point is outside the scope of the works. Tie in details will be considered at the detail design stage.

This section of the N81 at the interchange with Cookstown Way is outside the scope of the works proposed. The safety issues in relation to the on road cycle lane on the N81 has been mentioned in a safety audit, changes to this section of cycle lane are to be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

It is intended that cyclists use the existing and proposed Toucan crossings for making such manoeuvres.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

This section of off road cycle track is existing and provides an alternative to cycling on road for the less experience cyclist. The existing hard shoulder along this section is proposed to be converted to Bus lane, this in turn will provide for cyclists who wish to cycle on road.

There are existing cycle tracks in the noted gaps at this junction. Further design of the off road cycle facilities at this junction will be considered as part of the detail design.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

The on-road cycle facilities mentioned are existing and are outside the scope of the works.

Old Bawn Road is a separate scheme and is outside the scope of the works of the N81.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

.

This junction is outside the scope of the works.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

The N81 scheme provides well designed bus/cycle lanes in both directions the entire length of the scheme, with both on road and off road cycle facilities provided for.  

This is an existing cycling facility and at this time the scope of the works does not include for a crossing at this point on the N81 for cyclists or pedestrians. Existing toucan crossings are located approx 200m east and west of the junction of Corrybeg and the N81.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

There is insufficient space for a 4.5m wide combined bus and cycle lane. 

The current design is to be altered to have a uniformed 3.0m-3.2m wide bus lane with a varying width buffer zone along the length of the route. 


(d) Indication of the manner in which it is proposed to proceed:


Following consideration of the submissions received, the following modification to the scheme are proposed:

1 - The current design is to be altered to have a uniformed 3.0m-3.2m wide bus     lane with a varying width buffer zone along the length of the route. 


The detailed design of the scheme will keep reference to the submissions above in 
accordance with the responses.


Dublin Bus have indicated that they propose a high frequency QBC service 
along the N81 from Templeogue to Tallaght with frequencies of the order 
of buses every 10 minutes per direction.  This service will utilise the full 
benefits of the QBC works which are being developed by the QBN Project 
Office along the N81.

This report is submitted in compliance with the requirements of the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000 – 2006 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 – 2007.


Managers Recommendations:


It is recommended that the County Council approve of the proposed scheme subject 
to the one modification as set out in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That the County Council approve of the proposed scheme subject to the one modification as set out in the foregoing report.”
H9/0510
REPORT  ON  LEFT-OUT  TURN  FROM  TANDYS  LANE  ONTO N4
The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:


“At the October 2009 meeting of the Council it was agreed that a Headed Item would 
be brought to the April 2010 Council meeting in relation to the closure of Tandy’s 
Lane as part of the N4 Upgrade Scheme.   With the agreement of the Members the 
presentation of this report has been rescheduled to this meeting.

Background:


The starting point for the Lucan By Pass Upgrade was an assessment of the expected 
traffic flows on the N4 over the lifetime of the scheme based on a 15 year 
forecast horizon. This analysis was co-ordinated with the transport planning of the 
M50, Outer Ring Road and the existing and emerging residential developments 
including the Adamstown SDZ as there is an inter relationship between all of the 
Schemes. It was concluded that a third lane was required to meet the expected 
traffic volumes in this time frame taking the projected developments in the west of 
the County into account. This traffic growth could not be entirely accommodated by 
the provision of the three lanes alone and consideration was given to additional 
measures involving the upgrade and improvement of some junctions and the closures 
of others.  In addition the Government policy relating to public transport, as 
highlighted in the National Development Plan, was also considered and in this regard 
cognisance  was taken of the DTO Platform For Change document which outlined 
various strategies for travel demand management and its consequences relating to 
“not predicting and providing” for all predicted  traffic growth patterns. 


Accordingly and in order to limit the impacts on adjoining properties, it was decided 
by the National Roads Authority to carry out an on line improvement to the N4 Lucan 
By Pass which included the provision of a third lane. The primary function of the 
National Roads Authority (NRA) under the terms of the Roads Act (1993) is to secure 
the provision of a safe and efficient network of national roads. For this purpose, the 
NRA has overall responsibility for planning and supervision of construction and 
maintenance works on these roads. According to the Roads Act, the remit of the 
Authority includes any training, research and testing activities necessary for the 
execution of its functions, which include project planning, construction, maintenance 
and operations.


The NRA is committed to the twin objectives of providing a safe and an efficient 
network of national roads.  Improved roads and the elimination of traffic congestion 
black spots contribute to a more efficient transport system.  In addition, the design 
and construction of new road schemes to best practice standards helps reduce 
road collisions and fatalities.  The better safety record of motorways and dual 
carriageways, compared with the sections of two-lane national roads they will 
replace, has the potential to reduce road collision fatalities by over 50 persons 
annually with the planned completion of the major inter-urban network of motorways 
and dual carriageways by the end of 2010.


An Environmental Impact Statement and minimum Compulsory Purchase Order 
(approximately 1.5 Hectares of land) was undertaken and submitted to An Bord 
Pleanala for approval by the Council in consultation with the NRA in March 2005. An 
oral hearing was held in the Setanta House Hotel, Celbridge in July 2005 and An Bord 
Pleanala approved the scheme on the 28th October 2005. The Council, as an agent of 
the NRA, has implemented that decision.


Consideration was given in the Environmental Impact Statement to the economic and 
social impacts of the Scheme on the local community and severance. As the upgrade 
involved on line widening the impact of environmental nuisance was deemed less 
than that of a new road scheme through established communities.  The impact in 
terms of congestion and road safety was viewed as significant and beneficial.  It was 
recognised that there would be a small degree of localised inconvenience due to 
rerouting of traffic, changes in access arrangements and minor junction closures.  
There would be easier access to the N4 at improved junctions and the new 
interchange would greatly reduce community severance. 


The closure of the access from Ardeevin (ie Tandy’s Lane) was an element of that 
Scheme. This was based on the overall assessment of traffic flows, the provision of 
the new grade separated junction at the Newcastle Road which provides a better 
access from Lucan village to the N4 than the at-grade junction heretofore and which 
was itself subject of considerable congestion for main line traffic as well as making 
access and egress from Lucan Village difficult. The resulting scenario is that Lucan 
village can now be accessed or exited safely at three locations (Ballydowd 
Interchange, Newcastle Road Interchange and old Celbridge road).The  approved 
Scheme provided for the closure of the single exit onto the N4 from Lucan village via 
Tandy’s Lane.


Report:

The new grade separated Interchange at Newcastle Road allows through traffic to 
flow through the junction without impediment on the N4, which now means that only 
traffic needing to enter Lucan village does so at the three locations mentioned above. 


Heretofore the junction at Newcastle Road had considerable delays due to traffic 
congestion and the exit from Tandy’s Lane was a relief route to the resultant 
congestion in Lucan Village, which resulted from the saturation of the at grade 
Newcastle Road junction and the desire for traffic to avoid this congestion. The 
access through Tandy’s Lane / Ardeevin to the N4 eastbound predates the provision 
of the Leixlip Interchange and the M4 motorway to the west (Leixlip,Kilcock-
Maynooth which was built in1994). It was built in 1988/89 as part of the Lucan By 
Pass Scheme. It was a short-term solution providing access to the N4 and is 
significantly sub-standard in layout.  Retention of a sub-standard merge shortly 
before the new grade-separated junction at Newcastle road is both unsafe and at 
variance with the relevant road design standards.


The NRA is actively removing such legacy issues elsewhere on the national road 
network. 


In addition to constructing improved roads, the NRA, through the Road Safety 
Section, has an extensive road safety agenda aimed at reducing the number of 
collisions occurring on the network of national roads.  The road safety audit involves 
the evaluation of road schemes during design and construction to identify potential 
hazards that may affect any road user and the appropriate measures to eliminate or 
mitigate any such hazards. Road safety audit procedures are incorporated into the 
design 
manual for Roads and Bridges which became the design standard for 
National Roads in early 2001.  All works that involve a permanent change to the 
existing layout of a National Road require a road safety audit. The NRA Road Safety 
Audit Team has approved the treatment of this junction under the scheme and the 
NRA has also advised that it will not support or provide any funding for the reopening 
of the junction.


The traffic and economic assessment for the N4 Lucan Bypass Upgrade Scheme has 
been based on the Dublin Transport Office (DTO) Traffic Model, developed for the 
purpose of the study, and supplemented by an economic assessment using the DTO 
Model. The Model was based on traffic surveys (registration plate observations, 
manual classified counts and automated traffic counts) and land use planning policies 
for the catchment area with reference to other adjacent schemes such as the M50 
Improvement, the Outer Ring Road and the Adamstown SDZ to maximise the 
robustness of the output.  The traffic modelling showed a significant reassignment of 
traffic from the local road network to the N4 following the proposed N4 
Improvement, with an overall reduction in traffic volumes on these road links due to 
the increase in capacity of the N4. Recent traffic counts bear this out as indicated 
under separate heading below.  Traffic patterns are only now beginning to settle 
down.


Numerous bus routes travel along all or part of the N4 National Primary Route.  Three 
major Dublin Bus routes serve Lucan Village and Bus Eireann operates expressway 
routes from Dublin to the Midlands along the N4 route. The N4 Upgrade Scheme 
provides additional priority for bus services, which substantially reduces journey times 
and increases average speeds.  These benefits will attract additional patronage on 
bus services that use the N4 


The provision of continuous bus lanes on both the inbound and outbound 
carriageways was an objective of the N4 scheme and only became possible within the 
existing land take when the design speed was reduced to 85 KPH. The N4 Upgrade 
scheme was implemented in the context of a wide range of transportation 
infrastructure developments, as outlined in the Platform for Change Programme 
published by the DTO in November 2001.  Major improvements to the capacity of bus 
services will be enabled by this improvement and will contribute to the necessary 
modal shift towards public transport required in the medium term.  The bus lane is 
provided as part of government policy in relation to public transport and it is not 
desirable to introduce discontinuities in the bus lane to accommodate general traffic 
particularly at merge and diverge ramps where safety and weaving are of concern. 
The old Tandy’s Lane access point has been maintained for public transport only to 
facilitate the future development of the public transport network. Dublin Bus in a 
report published on 22nd April last proposes additional bus use on the N4 corridor and 
has indicated it will not support the re-opening of the junction to general traffic.


The Council/NRA Consulting Engineers have advised it is not possible to modify this 
opening without considerable additional works to make it safe which would involve 
additional land take and would negate the original intention of minimum interference 
with private property and hence minimum land acquisition. The Council’s Consulting 
Engineers have stated that they could not endorse the retention of the existing 
access to general traffic without major land acquisition which would affect the back 
gardens of existing dwellings in Ardeevin. To modify the access in any other way to 
provide access to the N4 for local traffic would reduce capacity on the National 
Primary Route and hence negate the considerable expenditure already occurred in 
providing this Scheme.


Given the design parameters as outlined above, the access at Tandy’s Lane was 
closed on safety grounds. 


The safety grounds relate to the weaving movements of traffic leaving the N4 for the 
Newcastle Road Interchange together with the traffic exiting Tandy’s lane, crossing 
the bus lane to get to the N4.  This is a dangerous movement of traffic where the 
80kph speed limit applies and which can only be permitted in a controlled 
environment This type of controlled environment was not considered necessary or 
desirable because of the proximity of the new Newcastle Road Interchange to 
Tandy’s Lane, which in itself negates the need for the access from Tandy’s Lane.  


There is little point in providing a new Interchange with rearranged access points if 
all junctions are to remain open especially considering that there are reasonable 
alternative routes available that would not require local traffic to join the N4 at this 
point.  


The effect of the provision of the Newcastle Road grade-separation was to push the 
eastbound diverge starting point westward so there is only 200 metres from this to 
the existing merge from Tandy's Lane and that was too far below the minimum of 
319 metres required for safe weaving to leave it open for general traffic. However 
buses and cyclists can join the N4 at this point along the bus lane onto the diverge 
ramp at Newcastle Road and do not require to weave across the main traffic lanes to 
travel inbound towards the city.  This was pointed out to members at the area 
committee meeting. 


This section of the N4 roadway, which formed part of the original Lucan Bypass, has 
no frontage development that would require a service road unlike other areas where 
these have been provided and hence was not considered a requirement in the new 
scheme.


In any event as indicated above this would have a severe impact on the back gardens 
of houses in Ardeevin estate. In the original Lucan Bypass Scheme, the relationship 
of the new dual carriageway to the boundaries of the adjacent gardens was a major 
issue that gave rise to considerable difficulties during construction and necessitated 
the provision of high retaining walls to protect back gardens.  It was therefore 
deemed necessary to avoid impact on the existing boundary walls at this location for 
the purposes of the current Scheme.  Road widening for the additional traffic lanes 
was accommodated within the existing road reservation. 


By adopting a design speed of 85 kph, it was possible to avoid the need for change in 
the existing road levels through the narrow route corridor. Where service roads are 
constructed, they are separated from the mainline by a raised kerb and are 4.5 
metres in width to cater for buses as well as local traffic with the cycle track on-road 
as well. Provision of a short service road link between Tandy’s Lane and the 
Newcastle Road junction diverge ramp would require the acquisition of land from the 
back-gardens in Ardeevin. A strip up to 2.5m would be required with additional 
working space of another 4m to permit construction of new retaining walls. This 
would effectively destroy the gardens of 14 houses. The existing bus lane is 3.5 
metres in width and is not physically separated from the inbound carriageway. Any 
proposed modification to this lane would introduce additional weaving movements of 
traffic attempting to access the “service road” prior to the exit from Tandy’s Lane to 
bypass any delays that may be encountered on the main carriageway.  Such traffic 
movements are unsafe and further reduce the level of operating capacity of the bus 
lane.


Furthermore, if the junction at Ardeevin remains open it will attract additional traffic 
away from the dedicated access points and lead to further congestion in the Ardeevin 
area which could actually limit access to Ardeevin at peak times.  I would also point 
out that access from Ardeevin to the N4 eastbound could be achieved in virtual free 
flow conditions by travelling to the Leixlip Interchange


Lucan Village is and will always be a busy location due to it being a small village 
catering for a large population. The Council has upgraded the traffic light system 
within the area and is actively pursuing the development of more substantial 
Neighbourhood Centres in South Lucan to counter and meet the local demands while 
maintaining the links between the Village and these Centres.  Each of the traffic 
junctions has a detection system installed that will monitor vehicular traffic and 
regulates the flows accordingly. These traffic light modifications indicate a greater 
throughput of traffic and are shown below under separate heading.


Notwithstanding all of the above the Members’ attention is drawn to the minute of 
the October meeting of the Council wherein the views of the NRA, relating to the 
reopening of Tandy’s Lane to general traffic, was highlighted as follows;


The terms of the Motion relating to the reopening of Tandy’s Lane were referred to 
the NRA and the Regional Manager, Major Project Unit of the NRA has responded in 
writing 
as follows: 

            "With reference to your email on October 5th and our extensive discussions, the NRA 
will object to any proposal to reopen an access from Tandy’s Lane onto the N4 and 
will not provide monies to fund such works.”

It is clear from this that the NRA will not fund the reopening of Tandy’s Lane to 
regular traffic and will not support same.  Quite apart from the objection already 
stated by the NRA and the refusal to fund any such works, the NRA has also a 
national policy against such road layouts and irregular accesses onto national roads. 
They are reviewing other national route corridors and identifying where accesses of 
this type are to be closed.


The modifications to the “on” ramp at Leixlip Interchange also permit free flow 
access to the N4 from Leixlip, as this is where the new third lane begins. In addition, 
traffic travelling from Celbridge wishing to travel to the city no longer needs to rat 
run through Lucan village via Old Celbridge Road. Recent traffic counts bear this out 
as shown below.


The provision of the new traffic lights at Hillcrest will also allow traffic to access the 
N4 without traversing the Old Lucan Road. These lights are currently being installed 
and will, when completed, be of considerable benefit to traffic flow at this location. In 
addition, traffic wishing to gain access to the N4 from Lucan Village can now do so 
via the grade separated junction on Adamstown Road.  This has resulted in a 
reduction in traffic flows through the western side of Lucan Village and has brought 
about an improvement in the Lucan Village environment.  


Traffic Counts:


Traffic counts were commissioned in Lucan Village both prior and subsequent to the 
installation of MOVA at signalised junctions within the village and also the closure on 
the access from Tandy’s Lane onto the N4 but after the Newcastle interchange was 
operational.


The traffic counts were carried out at the signalised junctions of Old Galway Rd/ 
Adamstown Road (Courtney’s pub) and at the Old Galway Rd/ Chapel Hill junction.


Method:

The “before” counts were carried out on Monday September 28th 2009.


The weather was clear and dry. 


There were no accidents or incidents observed at the count sites.


There were no road works at the count sites.


The “after” counts were carried out on Tuesday March 23rd 2010.


The weather was overcast but dry in the morning with some light drizzle in the 
afternoon.


There were no accidents or incidents observed at the count sites.


There were no road works at the counts sites.


The counts were carried out from 07:00 to 19:00 using video counting equipment. All 
movements were recorded.


The count data received was analysed and two way traffic on each leg of each 
junction was determined. 


Comparison

The variation before and after was then calculated for each hour of the 12 hour 
period.


The maximum recorded hourly throughput of both junctions (i.e. number of vehicles 
using the junction) had increased indicating the more efficient operation of the 
signals. This efficiency provides an increase in capacity and the delays at the signals 
are consequently reduced as more traffic is accommodated. This benefit is retained 
by local road users as is evident from the stable traffic flows across the day in the 
village. The count recorded an increased use during morning (8:30am to 9:30am) 
and afternoon (1:30pm to 5:00pm) high demand periods. The timing of the high 
demand periods is consistent with local village activities. This is to the benefit of 
commercial and community interests and the services provided to residents by the 
village.


Further observation identified an increase in traffic using the village during the 
morning but the duration of the peak traffic did not change. This indicates no 
disimprovement was observed in the village traffic as a consequence of the closure of 
Tandy’s Lane. 


More detailed analysis indicates the movement changes at each junction 


Old Galway Rd/ Adamstown Road Junction.
· The approach from Main St shows an increase in capacity in the morning and 
evening peaks together with a general decrease in off peak demands.

· The approach from Leixlip shows an increase in capacity with decrease in 
demand during the mid-day.

· The Adamstown Road shows a general increase in capacity with a slight 
increase in demand from the N4 and a slight decrease in demand to the N4.

· The approach from Woodie's shows a general decrease in demand except for 
the evening peak.


Old Galway Road/ Chapel Hill.
· The approach from Chapel Hill shows an increase in capacity particularly in 
regards to traffic turning right off and left onto the Old Galway Road east of 
the junction.

· The approach from Leixlip shows an increase in capacity with decrease in 
demand during the mid-day.

· The approach from Woodie's shows a general decrease in demand except for 
the evening peak.


The counts would indicate that traffic entering the village has relocated to a degree 
from the Ballyowen Interchange to the Newcastle interchange and that traffic which 
formerly exited by Tandy’s Lane has largely relocated to the Leixlip and Newcastle 
interchanges.


Graphs of the traffic counts are also attached herewith


Conclusion:

It is not recommended that Tandy’s Lane be reopened to general traffic and it is also 
not recommended that a new Part 8 be initiated for this junction for the following 
reasons:

· The N4 Upgrade Scheme was only completed within the last few months and 
traffic patterns have yet to settle.

· Recent traffic counts indicate that the upgrade scheme, the closure of 
Tandy’s Lane exit to general traffic and the commissioning of the MOVA 
system has increased the efficiencies of the junctions and has had no 
detrimental effect to the movement of traffic in the Lucan area.

· The re-opening of Tandy’s Lane to general traffic would create substandard 
and unsafe merges between its junction and the new slip road for the 
Newcastle Road interchange.

· The NRA and Dublin Bus have clearly stated that they oppose the reopening 
of the junction and have also confirmed that they will not provide funding to 
assist such a proposal.

· The re-opening of the junction would require a re-design of the recently 
completed carriageways through the narrow corridor and to comply with 
design and safety standards would involve acquisition of rear gardens at Ardeevin.


However, the Council will continue to monitor traffic movements and flows in the 
vicinity of Lucan Village and to take appropriate Traffic Management actions if 
necessary.  The Council will continue to support all public transport initiatives 
including the Lucan Luas, Metro West Projects and the expansion of the QBN 
Network in the area.”
The Mayor proposed, subject to the members’ approval, to take Councillor Keating’s Motion No. 14 in tandem with this item. 
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 14 at this time. 
M14/0510
TANDYS LANE 



Councillor D. Keating

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion by way of a Headed Item in keeping with the objective of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee as per my motion passed at the September 2009 Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee, and debated at the October 2009 Council Meeting where it was agreed to review my request for a new Part 8 planning process at the April 2010 Council Meeting for a left-out turn from Tandy's Lane Lucan onto the N4 in the interest of a more favourable road network and better movement of local traffic in Lucan”.

“Background:


The starting point for the Lucan By Pass Upgrade was an assessment of the expected 
traffic flows on the N4 over the lifetime of the scheme based on a 15 year forecast 
horizon. This analysis was co-ordinated with the transport planning of the M50, Outer 
Ring Road and the existing and emerging residential developments including the 
Adamstown SDZ as there is an inter relationship between all of the Schemes. It was 
concluded that a third lane was required to meet the expected traffic volumes in this 
time frame taking the projected developments in the west of the County into 
account. This traffic growth could not be entirely accommodated by the provision of 
the three lanes alone and consideration was given to additional measures involving 
the upgrade and improvement of some junctions and the closures of others.  In 
addition the Government policy relating to public transport, as highlighted in the 
National Development Plan, was also considered and in this regard cognisance  was 
taken of the DTO Platform For Change document which outlined various strategies 
for travel demand management and its consequences relating to “not predicting and 
providing” for all predicted  traffic growth patterns. 


Accordingly and in order to limit the impacts on adjoining properties, it was decided 
by the National Roads Authority to carry out an on line improvement to the N4 Lucan 
By Pass which included the provision of a third lane. The primary function of the 
National Roads Authority (NRA) under the terms of the Roads Act (1993) is to secure 
the provision of a safe and efficient network of national roads. For this purpose, the 
NRA has overall responsibility for planning and supervision of construction and 
maintenance works on these roads. According to the Roads Act, the remit of the 
Authority includes any training, research and testing activities necessary for the 
execution of its functions, which include project planning, construction, maintenance 
and operations.


The NRA is committed to the twin objectives of providing a safe and an efficient 
network of national roads.  Improved roads and the elimination of traffic congestion 
black spots contribute to a more efficient transport system.  In addition, the design 
and construction of new road schemes to best practice standards helps reduce 
road collisions and fatalities.  The better safety record of motorways and dual 
carriageways, compared with the sections of two-lane national roads they will 
replace, has the potential to reduce road collision fatalities by over 50 persons 
annually with the planned completion of the major inter-urban network of motorways 
and dual carriageways by the end of 2010.


An Environmental Impact Statement and minimum Compulsory Purchase Order 
(approximately 1.5 Hectares of land) was undertaken and submitted to An Bord 
Pleanala for approval by the Council in consultation with the NRA in March 2005. An 
oral hearing was held in the Setanta House Hotel, Celbridge in July 2005 and An Bord 
Pleanala approved the scheme on the 28th October 2005. The Council, as an agent of 
the NRA, has implemented that decision.


Consideration was given in the Environmental Impact Statement to the economic and 
social impacts of the Scheme on the local community and severance. As the upgrade 
involved on line widening the impact of environmental nuisance was deemed less 
than that of a new road scheme through established communities.  The impact in 
terms of congestion and road safety was viewed as significant and beneficial.  It was 
recognised that there would be a small degree of localised inconvenience due to 
rerouting of traffic, changes in access arrangements and minor junction closures.  
There would be easier access to the N4 at improved junctions and the new 
interchange would greatly reduce community severance. 


The closure of the access from Ardeevin (ie Tandy’s Lane) was an element of that 
Scheme. This was based on the overall assessment of traffic flows, the provision of 
the new grade separated junction at the Newcastle Road which provides a better 
access from Lucan village to the N4 than the at-grade junction heretofore and which 
was itself subject of considerable congestion for main line traffic as well as making 

access and egress from Lucan Village difficult. The resulting scenario is that Lucan 
village can now be accessed or exited safely at three locations (Ballydowd 
Interchange, Newcastle Road Interchange and old Celbridge road).The  approved 
Scheme provided for the closure of the single exit onto the N4 from Lucan village via 
Tandy’s Lane.


Report:

The new grade separated Interchange at Newcastle Road allows through traffic to 
flow through the junction without impediment on the N4, which now means that only 
traffic needing to enter Lucan village does so at the three locations mentioned above. 


Heretofore the junction at Newcastle Road had considerable delays due to traffic 
congestion and the exit from Tandy’s Lane was a relief route to the resultant 
congestion in Lucan Village, which resulted from the saturation of the at grade 
Newcastle Road junction and the desire for traffic to avoid this congestion. The 
access through Tandy’s Lane / Ardeevin to the N4 eastbound predates the provision 
of the Leixlip Interchange and the M4 motorway to the west (Leixlip,Kilcock-
Maynooth which was built in1994). It was built in 1988/89 as part of the Lucan By 
Pass Scheme. It was a short-term solution providing access to the N4 and is 
significantly sub-standard in layout.  Retention of a sub-standard merge shortly 
before the new grade-separated junction at Newcastle road is both unsafe and at 
variance with the relevant road design standards.


The NRA is actively removing such legacy issues elsewhere on the national road 
network. 


In addition to constructing improved roads, the NRA, through the Road Safety 
Section, has an extensive road safety agenda aimed at reducing the number of 
collisions occurring on the network of national roads.  The road safety audit involves 
the evaluation of road schemes during design and construction to identify potential 
hazards that may affect any road user and the appropriate measures to eliminate or 
mitigate any such hazards. Road safety audit procedures are incorporated into the 
design manual for Roads and Bridges which became the design standard for National 
Roads in early 2001.  All works that involve a permanent change to the existing 
layout of a National Road require a road safety audit. The NRA Road Safety Audit 
Team has approved the treatment of this junction under the scheme and the NRA 
has also advised that it will not support or provide any funding for the reopening of 
the junction.


The traffic and economic assessment for the N4 Lucan Bypass Upgrade Scheme has 
been based on the Dublin Transport Office (DTO) Traffic Model, developed for the 
purpose of the study, and supplemented by an economic assessment using the DTO 
Model. The Model was based on traffic surveys (registration plate observations, 
manual classified counts and automated traffic counts) and land use planning policies 
for the catchment area with reference to other adjacent schemes such as the M50 
Improvement, the Outer Ring Road and the Adamstown SDZ to maximise the 
robustness of the output.  The traffic modelling showed a significant reassignment of 
traffic from the local road network to the N4 following the proposed N4 
Improvement, with an overall reduction in traffic volumes on these road links due to 
the increase in capacity of the N4. Recent traffic counts bear this out as indicated 
under separate heading below.  Traffic patterns are only now beginning to settle 
down.


Numerous bus routes travel along all or part of the N4 National Primary Route.  Three 
major Dublin Bus routes serve Lucan Village and Bus Eireann operates expressway 
routes from Dublin to the Midlands along the N4 route. The N4 Upgrade Scheme 
provides additional priority for bus services, which substantially reduces journey times 
and increases average speeds.  These benefits will attract additional patronage on 
bus services that use the N4 


The provision of continuous bus lanes on both the inbound and outbound 
carriageways was an objective of the N4 scheme and only became possible within the 
existing land take when the design speed was reduced to 85 KPH. The N4 Upgrade 
scheme was implemented in the context of a wide range of transportation 
infrastructure developments, as outlined in the Platform for Change Programme 
published by the DTO in November 2001.  Major improvements to the capacity of bus 
services will be enabled by this improvement and will contribute to the necessary 
modal shift towards public transport required in the medium term.  The bus lane is 
provided as part of government policy in relation to public transport and it is not 
desirable to introduce discontinuities in the bus lane to accommodate general traffic 
particularly at merge and diverge ramps where safety and weaving are of concern. 
The old Tandy’s Lane access point has been maintained for public transport only to 
facilitate the future development of the public transport network. Dublin Bus in a 
report published on 22nd April last proposes additional bus use on the N4 corridor and 
has indicated it will not support the re-opening of the junction to general traffic.


The Council/NRA Consulting Engineers have advised it is not possible to modify this 
opening without considerable additional works to make it safe which would involve 
additional land take and would negate the original intention of minimum interference 
with private property and hence minimum land acquisition. The Council’s Consulting 
Engineers have stated that they could not endorse the retention of the existing 
access to general traffic without major land acquisition which would affect the back 
gardens of existing dwellings in Ardeevin. To modify the access in any other way to 
provide access to the N4 for local traffic would reduce capacity on the National 
Primary Route and hence negate the considerable expenditure already occurred in 
providing this Scheme.


Given the design parameters as outlined above, the access at Tandy’s Lane was 
closed on safety grounds. 


The safety grounds relate to the weaving movements of traffic leaving the N4 for the 
Newcastle Road Interchange together with the traffic exiting Tandy’s lane, crossing 
the bus lane to get to the N4.  This is a dangerous movement of traffic where the 
80kph speed limit applies and which can only be permitted in a controlled 
environment This type of controlled environment was not considered necessary or 
desirable because of the proximity of the new Newcastle Road Interchange to 
Tandy’s Lane, which in itself negates the need for the access from Tandy’s Lane.  


There is little point in providing a new Interchange with rearranged access points if 
all junctions are to remain open especially considering that there are reasonable 
alternative routes available that would not require local traffic to join the N4 at this 
point.  


The effect of the provision of the Newcastle Road grade-separation was to push the 
eastbound diverge starting point westward so there is only 200 metres from this to 
the existing merge from Tandy's Lane and that was too far below the minimum of 
319 metres required for safe weaving to leave it open for general traffic. However 
buses and cyclists can join the N4 at this point along the bus lane onto the diverge 
ramp at Newcastle Road and do not require to weave across the main traffic lanes to 
travel inbound towards the city.  This was pointed out to members at the area 
committee meeting. 


This section of the N4 roadway, which formed part of the original Lucan Bypass, has 
no frontage development that would require a service road unlike other areas where 
these have been provided and hence was not considered a requirement in the new 
scheme.


In any event as indicated above this would have a severe impact on the back gardens 
of houses in Ardeevin estate. In the original Lucan Bypass Scheme, the relationship 
of the new dual carriageway to the boundaries of the adjacent gardens was a major 
issue that gave rise to considerable difficulties during construction and necessitated 
the provision of high retaining walls to protect back gardens.  It was therefore 
deemed necessary to avoid impact on the existing boundary walls at this location for 
the purposes of the current Scheme.  Road widening for the additional traffic lanes 
was accommodated within the existing road reservation. 


By adopting a design speed of 85 kph, it was possible to avoid the need for change in 
the existing road levels through the narrow route corridor. Where service roads are 
constructed, they are separated from the mainline by a raised kerb and are 4.5 
metres in width to cater for buses as well as local traffic with the cycle track on-road 
as well. Provision of a short service road link between Tandy’s Lane and the 
Newcastle Road junction diverge ramp would require the acquisition of land from the 
back-gardens in Ardeevin. A strip up to 2.5m would be required with additional 
working space of another 4m to permit construction of new retaining walls. This 
would effectively destroy the gardens of 14 houses. The existing bus lane is 3.5 
metres in width and is not physically separated from the inbound carriageway. Any 
proposed modification to this lane would introduce additional weaving movements of 
traffic attempting to access the “service road” prior to the exit from Tandy’s Lane to 
bypass any delays that may be encountered on the main carriageway.  Such traffic 
movements are unsafe and further reduce the level of operating capacity of the bus 
lane.


Furthermore, if the junction at Ardeevin remains open it will attract additional traffic 
away from the dedicated access points and lead to further congestion in the Ardeevin 
area which could actually limit access to Ardeevin at peak times.  I would also point 
out that access from Ardeevin to the N4 eastbound could be achieved in virtual free 
flow conditions by travelling to the Leixlip Interchange


Lucan Village is and will always be a busy location due to it being a small village 
catering for a large population. The Council has upgraded the traffic light system 
within the area and is actively pursuing the development of more substantial 
Neighbourhood Centres in South Lucan to counter and meet the local demands while 
maintaining the links between the Village and these Centres.  Each of the traffic 
junctions has a detection system installed that will monitor vehicular traffic and 
regulates the 
flows accordingly. These traffic light modifications indicate a greater 
throughput of traffic and are shown below under separate heading.


Notwithstanding all of the above the Members’ attention is drawn to the minute of 
the October meeting of the Council wherein the views of the NRA, relating to the 
reopening of Tandy’s Lane to general traffic, was highlighted as follows;


The terms of the Motion relating to the reopening of Tandy’s Lane were referred to 
the NRA and the Regional Manager, Major Project Unit of the NRA has responded in 
writing as follows: 

            "With reference to your email on October 5th and our extensive discussions, the NRA 
will object to any proposal to reopen an access from Tandy’s Lane onto the N4 and 
will not provide monies to fund such works.”

It is clear from this that the NRA will not fund the reopening of Tandy’s Lane to 
regular traffic and will not support same.  Quite apart from the objection already 
stated by the NRA and the refusal to fund any such works, the NRA has also a 
national policy against such road layouts and irregular accesses onto national roads. 
They are reviewing other national route corridors and identifying where accesses of 
this type are to be closed.


The modifications to the “on” ramp at Leixlip Interchange also permit free flow 
access to the N4 from Leixlip, as this is where the new third lane begins. In addition, 
traffic travelling from Celbridge wishing to travel to the city no longer needs to rat 
run through Lucan village via Old Celbridge Road. Recent traffic counts bear this out 
as shown below.


The provision of the new traffic lights at Hillcrest will also allow traffic to access the 
N4 without traversing the Old Lucan Road. These lights are currently being installed 
and will, when completed, be of considerable benefit to traffic flow at this location. In 
addition, traffic wishing to gain access to the N4 from Lucan Village can now do so 
via the grade separated junction on Adamstown Road.  This has resulted in a 
reduction in traffic flows through the western side of Lucan Village and has brought 
about an improvement in the Lucan Village environment.  


Traffic Counts:


Traffic counts were commissioned in Lucan Village both prior and subsequent to the 
installation of MOVA at signalised junctions within the village and also the closure on 
the access from Tandy’s Lane onto the N4 but after the Newcastle interchange was 
operational.


The traffic counts were carried out at the signalised junctions of Old Galway Rd/ 
Adamstown Road (Courtney’s pub) and at the Old Galway Rd/ Chapel Hill junction.


Method:

The “before” counts were carried out on Monday September 28th 2009.


The weather was clear and dry. 


There were no accidents or incidents observed at the count sites.


There were no road works at the count sites.


The “after” counts were carried out on Tuesday March 23rd 2010.


The weather was overcast but dry in the morning with some light drizzle in the 
afternoon.


There were no accidents or incidents observed at the count sites.


There were no road works at the counts sites.


The counts were carried out from 07:00 to 19:00 using video counting equipment. All 
movements were recorded.


The count data received was analysed and two way traffic on each leg of each 
junction was determined. 


Comparison

The variation before and after was then calculated for each hour of the 12 hour 
period.


The maximum recorded hourly throughput of both junctions (i.e. number of vehicles 
using the junction) had increased indicating the more efficient operation of the 
signals. This efficiency provides an increase in capacity and the delays at the signals 
are consequently reduced as more traffic is accommodated. This benefit is retained 
by local road users as is evident from the stable traffic flows across the day in the 
village. The count recorded an increased use during morning (8:30am to 9:30am) 
and afternoon (1:30pm to 5:00pm) high demand periods. The timing of the high 
demand periods is consistent with local village activities. This is to the benefit of 
commercial and community interests and the services provided to residents by the 
village.


Further observation identified an increase in traffic using the village during the 
morning but the duration of the peak traffic did not change. This indicates no 
disimprovement was observed in the village traffic as a consequence of the closure of 
Tandy’s Lane. 


More detailed analysis indicates the movement changes at each junction 


Old Galway Rd/ Adamstown Road Junction.
· The approach from Main St shows an increase in capacity in the morning and 
evening peaks together with a general decrease in off peak demands.

· The approach from Leixlip shows an increase in capacity with decrease in 
demand during the mid-day.

· The Adamstown Road shows a general increase in capacity with a slight 
increase in demand from the N4 and a slight decrease in demand to the N4.

· The approach from Woodie's shows a general decrease in demand except for 
the evening peak.


Old Galway Road/ Chapel Hill.
· The approach from Chapel Hill shows an increase in capacity particularly in 
regards to traffic turning right off and left onto the Old Galway Road east of 
the junction.

· The approach from Leixlip shows an increase in capacity with decrease in 
demand during the mid-day.

· The approach from Woodie's shows a general decrease in demand except for 
the evening peak.


The counts would indicate that traffic entering the village has relocated to a degree 
from the Ballyowen Interchange to the Newcastle interchange and that traffic which 
formerly exited by Tandy’s Lane has largely relocated to the Leixlip and Newcastle 
interchanges.


Graphs of the traffic counts are also attached herewith


Conclusion:

It is not recommended that Tandy’s Lane be reopened to general traffic and it is also 
not recommended that a new Part 8 be initiated for this junction for the following 
reasons:

· The N4 Upgrade Scheme was only completed within the last few months and 
traffic patterns have yet to settle.

· Recent traffic counts indicate that the upgrade scheme, the closure of 
Tandy’s Lane exit to general traffic and the commissioning of the MOVA 
system has increased the efficiencies of the junctions and has had no 
detrimental effect to the movement of traffic in the Lucan area.

· The re-opening of Tandy’s Lane to general traffic would create substandard 
and unsafe merges between its junction and the new slip road for the 
Newcastle Road interchange.

· The NRA and Dublin Bus have clearly stated that they oppose the reopening 
of the junction and have also confirmed that they will not provide funding to 
assist such a proposal.

· The re-opening of the junction would require a re-design of the recently 
completed carriageways through the narrow corridor and to comply with 
design and safety standards would involve acquisition of rear gardens at 
Ardeevin.


However, the Council will continue to monitor traffic movements and flows in the 
vicinity of Lucan Village and to take appropriate Traffic Management actions if 
necessary.  The Council will continue to support all public transport initiatives 
including the Lucan Luas, Metro West Projects and the expansion of the QBN 
Network in the area.”
Mr. J. Walsh presented a comprehensive report emphasizing that the traffic patterns have yet to settle, and reiterated that the NRA and Dublin Bus have clearly stated that they oppose the reopening of the junction and will not provide funding to assist such a proposal.  Reopening the junction would require a redesign of the carriageways, and to comply with design and safety standards acquisition of rear gardens at Ardeevin would be required.   
Mr. Walsh informed the Members that traffic counts have been carried out and recommended that the situation be reviewed again after six months and the results will be brought back to the Members at Area Committee.  In the meantime the Manager committed, to revert to the Members on the issues involved in providing a dedicated slip lane, and to continue to monitor traffic movements and flows in the vicinity of Lucan Village and to take appropriate Traffic Management actions where possible.  
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, E. Tuffy, C. Jones, W. Lavelle, G. O’Connell and M. Duff.

Councillor Keating accepted the Manager’s report and it was proposed by Councillor Keating, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED to review the situation after six months and report to the Area Committee.

  H10/0510
TO  SELECT  ONE  SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY COUNCIL NOMINEE  FOR  CONSIDERATION  BY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE GOVERNING  AUTHORITY  OF  DUBLIN  CITY  UNIVERSITY  FOR MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  GOVERNING  AUTHORITY OF  DUBLIN CITY  UNIVERSITY
The following report which had been circulated was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries Services and was CONSIDERED:


“S 16 (5)  of the 1997 Universities Act provides for Local Authority 

representation on the Governing Authority of DCU in the following terms:


“in the case of Dublin City University” 


“(i) one person chosen by a committee of the governing authority comprising the 
chief officer and two other members, from among persons nominated for that 
purpose by the councils of the administrative counties of Fingal, South Dublin and 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown and the Corporation of Dublin county borough.”


 The functions of the governing authority are outlined in Section 18 of the Act and 
include :


 ( a ) to control and administer the land and other property of the university


 ( b ) to appoint the chief officer and such other employees as it thinks necessary for 
the purposes of the university,


 ( c ) subject to this Act and its charter, if any, statutes and regulations, to determine 
the membership from time to time of the governing authority, and


 ( d ) to perform such other functions as are imposed on it by or under this or any 
other Act or by its charter, if any, statutes and regulations.

 
A nominee is now required from South Dublin County Council.  The collective nominations from the 4 Dublin Local Authorities named in the Act will be considered by the Governing Body who shall choose one member from among the 4 Authorities.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor C. Keane. 
It was agreed on the proposition of Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy to nominate Councillor C. Keane for consideration by the governing authority of DCU. 

 H11/0510
DRAFT  DUBLIN  REGION  FRAMEWORK  HOMELESS  ACTION PLAN - 2010  TO  2013

The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community and was CONSIDERED:

Draft Homeless Action Plan Executive Summary  

Draft Homeless Action Plan in Full  



A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, E. Maloney and M. Duff.
Mr. B. Coman responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor. M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

“That the Dublin Region Framework Homeless Action Plan - 2010 to 2013 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H12/0510
PROPOSED  AGREEMENT  WITH  KILDARE  COUNTY  COUNCIL UNDER  SECTION  85  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  2001 FOR  THE  REMOVAL  OF  GRAFFITI  FROM THE  M50  AND  N7 OVERBRIDGES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the three Area Committee Meetings listed 
above. Following consideration of the report the Committees recommended that the 
Council enter into the Section 85 Agreement with Kildare County Council for the 
removal of Graffiti from the M50 and N7 Overbridges.

AGREEMENT

between

KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL

and

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF

SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

For the

REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI ON OVERBRIDGES IN THE DUBLIN AREA 

1.0 Introduction

The National Road Authorities Regional Bridge Manager for Leinster who is employed by Kildare County Council and is based in the National Roads Design Office in Kildare County Council has identified the need to remove graffiti at the following structures:-

1. SD-M50-000.80– Kings Hospital Footbridge (South Dublin)
2. SD-M50-001.00– Palmerstown Interchange North Bridge (South Dublin)
3. SD-M50-002.00– Palmerstown Interchange South Bridge (South Dublin)
4. SD-M50-003.00– Coldcut Road Overbridge (South Dublin)
5. SD-M50-004.00– Cloverhill Road Overbridge (South Dublin)
6. SD-M50-008.00– Naas Road Interchange North Bridge (South Dublin)
7. SD-M50-009.00– Naas Road Interchange South Bridge (South Dublin)
8. SD-M50-010.00– Naas Road Interchange Former Luas Bridge (South Dublin)
9. SD-M50-011.00– Walkinstown Embankment Bridge (South Dublin)
10. SD-M50-011.10– Ballymount Interchange (South Dublin)
11. SD-M50-013.00– Greenhills Road Bridge (South Dublin)
12. SD-M50-014.00– Tymon Park Footbridge (South Dublin)
13. SD-M50-016.00– National Basketball Arena Footbridge (South Dublin)
14. SD-M50-017.00– Balrothery Interchange North Bridge (South Dublin)
15. SD-M50-018.00– Balrothery Pedestrian Bridge (South Dublin)
16. SD-M50-020.00– Balrothery Interchange South Bridge (South Dublin)
17. SD-M50-022.00– Firhouse Bridge (South Dublin)
18. SD-M50-023.00– Knocklyon Footbridge (South Dublin)
19. SD-M50-024.00– Scholarstown Bridge (South Dublin)
20. SD-M50-025.00– Stocking Lane Bridge (South Dublin)
21. DR-M50-004.00– Blackglen Underpass Bridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
22. DR-M50-006.00– Sandyford Road Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
23. DR-M50-007.00–  Sandyford Interchange West Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
24. DR-M50-008.00– Sandyford Interchange East Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
25. DR-M50-009.00– Sandyford South RampViaduct (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
26. DR-M50-010.00– Leopardstown Road Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
27. DR-M50-011.00– Murphystown Road Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
28. DR-M50-012.00– Leopardstown Racecourse Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
29. DR-M50-013.00– Carrickmines Interchange Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
30. DR-M50-016.00– Tully Lane Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
31. DR-M50-017.00– Loughlinstown Overbridge North (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
32. DR-M50-018.00– Loughlinstown Overbridge South (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
33. DR-M50-021.00– Stonebridge Road Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
34. KE-M04-022.00– Commons West Bridge (Kildare)
35. KE-M04-024.00– Courtown Little Bridge (Kildare)
36. KE-M04-030.00– Newtown Road Bridge (Kildare)
37. KE-M04-033.00– Ballygoran Road Bridge (Kildare)
38. KE-M04-036.00– Celbridge Road Overbridge  (Kildare)
39. SD-N07-003.00– Rathcoole Overbridge (South Dublin)
40. SD-N07-009.00– Monastery Rd Overbridge (South Dublin)
41. DR-M11-001.00– Old Connaught Avenue Bridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
42. DR-M11-002.00– Cois Carn M11 On-Ramp (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
43. DR-M11-003.00– Crinken Lane Bridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
44. DR-M11-004.00– Ballybride Road Footbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
45. DR-M11-004.40– Shankill Overbridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
46. DR-M11-005.00– Stonebridge Road Bridge (Dún Laoghaire Rathdown)
2.0 Proposal


It is proposed by the National Roads Authority that the removal of graffiti be 
undertaken under a single works contract for the following reasons:-

a) Considerable cost savings would be made if all works were 
carried out under a single works contract i.e. economies of scale.

b) Considerable cost saving would be made in design and 
procurement as only one Tendering process would be 
required as opposed to three for a contract let by the three 
individual Local Authorities

c) There would be considerable time savings as a consequence of only having to go through a single tendering process and only having to assess a single contractor for the role of Project Supervisor Construction Stage.


It is the view of the National Roads Authority that Kildare County Council are 
best placed to Administer this contract. The NRA Regional Bridge Manager, 
who is also the Project Manager for this scheme, is an employee of Kildare 
County Council and is based in the National Roads Design office of Kildare 
County Council.
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AGREEMENT made this
  day of 

 2010, BETWEEN THE 
COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF KILDARE (hereinafter called Kildare 
County Council) having its principal offices at Aras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Newbridge 
Road, Naas in the County of Kildare of the One Part 


AND THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF SOUTH DUBLIN (hereinafter 
called South Dublin County Council) having its principal offices at County Hall, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24, of the Other Part.


WHEREAS: 

(a) South Dublin County Council is desirous of removing graffiti on the M50, Kings Hospital Footbridge, Palmerstown Interchange North Bridge, Palmerstown Interchange South Bridge, Coldcut Road Overbridge, Cloverhill Road Overbridge, Naas Road Interchange North Bridge, Naas Road Interchange South Bridge, Naas Road Interchange Former Luas Bridge, Walkinstown Embankment Bridge, Ballymount Interchange, Greenhills Road Bridge, Tymon Park Footbridge, National Basketball Arena Footbridge, Balrothery Interchange North Bridge, Balrothery Pedestrian Bridge, Balrothery Interchange South Bridge, Firhouse Bridge, Knocklyon Footbridge, Scholarstown Bridge and Stocking Lane Bridge and on the N07, Rathcoole Overbridge and Monastery Rd Overbridge, which is described in the Schedule hereto and is hereinafter called “the project”.

(b) South Dublin County Council being of the opinion that it would be more convenient if all statutory powers functions and duties which may be exercised and performed by it in relation to the construction of the project were exercised and performed by Kildare County Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council (The National Roads Authority and Kildare County Council having the resource of the Kildare National Roads Design Office) and Kildare County Council being able and willing to exercise and perform the foregoing Statutory powers functions and duties the parties hereto have agreed by resolution of each said Council and in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended) to enter into this agreement.


NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the parties hereto as 
follows:-

1. South Dublin County Council hereby agrees to Kildare County Council 
exercising and performing on its behalf, all of its Statutory powers, functions 
and duties of South Dublin County Council, which are now, or may hereafter 
be vested in South Dublin County Council, and necessary to enable Kildare 
County Council to perform and carry out fully all functions of South Dublin 
County Council necessary to achieve the construction and completion of the 
Project.

2. Kildare County Council shall construct and complete the Project to such a 
standard as it may decide in consultation with the National Roads Authority 
and shall incur such costs or expenses (hereinafter collectively referred to as 
“the Cost”) as it may decide is necessary for the cost of constructing and 
completing the Project and as may be ancillary and consequential hereto. 
The design will be provided by the National Roads Authority and its agents.

3. Kildare County Council shall be responsible for and shall apply to the 
appropriate Authority for an allocation of the funds necessary to cover the 
cost.

4. 
The actual cost of the construction and completion of the Project 
shall 
include the costs and expenses of all acts necessary and ancillary 
thereto which shall be ascertained and certified by the Director of Services, 
Directorate of Transportation or other person as may be appointed by the 
County Manager of Kildare County Council.

5. Kildare County Council shall consult with and shall provide South Dublin 
County Council and its officers with all information currently available to it, 
which South Dublin County Council may require from time to time in relation 
to the execution of the Project.

6. South Dublin County Council shall provide Kildare County Council and its 
officers with all information currently available to it which Kildare County 
Council may require in relation to the execution of the Project

7. South Dublin County Council shall co-operate fully with Kildare County 
Council in all respects and where and when necessary in relation to the 
exercise and performance by Kildare County Council of the Statutory powers, 
functions and duties undertaken by it under this agreement.

8. In the event of a dispute arising between the parties hereto as to the effect 
or interpretation of this agreement or as to the respective rights or liabilities 
of the parties hereto same shall be referred to and decided by the National 
Roads Authority or by such other person as the said Authority may appoint 
and in that respect the decision of the said Authority or the person so 
appointed shall be final and binding on the parties hereto.

9. Kildare County Council shall agree with South Dublin County Council the 
starting date for the commencement of the proposed works including the 
detail of the traffic management plan required to be put in place to facilitate 
the safe and timely execution of the works at each of the bridges referred to 
in this agreement.  The consent of South Dublin County Council to the detail 
of the proposed traffic management plan shall not be unreasonably withheld 
by South Dublin County Council or any of its Officers.


IN WITNESS whereof South Dublin County Council and Kildare County Council have 
caused their respective Seals to be affixed hereto on the day and year first 
hereinbefore WRITTEN

PRESENT when the Corporate Seal of the COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY 
OF KILDARE was affixed hereto:-


_____________________________







(Nominated member)


_____________________________






(County Manager)


_____________________________





(County Secretary)


PRESENT when the Corporate Seal of the COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY 
OF SOUTH DUBLIN was affixed hereto:-


__________________________






(Nominated member)


__________________________





(County Manager)


_________________________



(County Secretary)
SCHEDULE HEREINBEFORE REFERRED TO


The removal of graffiti on the M50, Kings Hospital Footbridge, Palmerstown 
Interchange North Bridge, Palmerstown Interchange South Bridge, Coldcut Road 
Overbridge, Cloverhill Road Overbridge, Naas Road Interchange North Bridge, Naas 
Road Interchange South Bridge, Naas Road Interchange Former Luas Bridge, 
Walkinstown Embankment Bridge, Ballymount Interchange, Greenhills Road Bridge, 
Tymon Park Footbridge, National Basketball Arena Footbridge, Balrothery 
Interchange North Bridge, Balrothery Pedestrian Bridge, Balrothery Interchange 
South Bridge, Firhouse Bridge, Knocklyon Footbridge, Scholarstown Bridge and 
Stocking Lane Bridge and on the N07, Rathcoole Overbridge and Monastery Rd 
Overbridge, County South Dublin  in accordance with the provisions of the Roads Act 
1993 to 2007 and in accordance with the design referred to in paragraph (2) of this 
agreement.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Council enter into the Section 85 Agreement with Kildare County Council for the removal of Graffiti from the M50 and N7 Overbridges.”

H13/0510
PROPOSED  AGREEMENT  WITH  FINGAL  COUNTY  COUNCIL UNDER  SECTION  85  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  2001 FOR  THE  STRENGTHENING (BRACING)  OF  THE  N7 RATHCOOLE  OVERBRIDGE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the Lucan /Clondalkin Area Committee 
Meeting (1) held on 21st April 2010. Following consideration of the report the 
Committee recommended that the Council enter into the Section 85 Agreement with 
Fingal County Council for the Strengthening (Bracing) of the N7 Rathcoole 
Overbridge.

AGREEMENT

between

FINGAL COUNTY COUNCIL

and

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF

SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

For the

STRENGTHENING (BRACING) OF THE N7 RATHCOOLE OVERBRIDGE

3.0 Introduction


The National Road Authorities Regional Bridge Manager for Leinster who is 
employed by Kildare County Council and is based in the National Roads 
Design Office in Kildare County Council has identified the need to rehabilitate 
the M50, Coolock Interchange North and South Bridges and the 
strengthening (Bracing) of the N7 Rathcoole Overbridge.

4.0 Proposal


It is proposed by the National Roads Authority that the rehabilitation of the 
M50, Coolock Interchange North and South Bridges and the strengthening 
(Bracing) of the N7 Rathcoole Overbridge be undertaken under a single 
works contract for the following reasons:-

d) Considerable cost savings would be made if all works were 
carried out under a single works contract i.e. economies of 
scale.

e) Considerable cost saving would be made in design and 
procurement as only one Tendering process would be 
required as opposed to two for a contract let by the two 
individual Local Authorities

f) There would be considerable time savings as a consequence 
of only having to go through a single tendering process and 
only having to assess a single contractor for the role of 
Project Supervisor Construction Stage.


It is the view of the National Roads Authority that Fingal County Council are 
best placed to administer this contract as the majority of works fall within 
their jurisdiction. 
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AGREEMENT made this
  day of 

 2010, BETWEEN THE 
COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF FINGAL (hereinafter called Fingal 
County Council) having its principal offices at County Hall, Swords, Co. Dublin, of the 
One Part 


AND THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF SOUTH DUBLIN (hereinafter 
called South Dublin County Council) having its principal offices at County Hall, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24, of the Other Part.


WHEREAS: 

(c) South Dublin County Council is desirous of the strengthening (Bracing) of the 
N7 Rathcoole Overbridge, which is described in the Schedule hereto and is 
hereinafter called “the project”.

(d) South Dublin County Council being of the opinion that it would be more 
convenient if all statutory powers functions and duties which may be 
exercised and performed by it in relation to the construction of the project 
were exercised and performed by Fingal County Council on behalf of South 
Dublin County Council  and Fingal County Council being able and willing to 
exercise and perform the foregoing Statutory powers functions and duties the 
parties hereto have agreed by resolution of each said Council and in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 
2001 (as amended) to enter into this agreement.


NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the parties hereto as 
follows:-

10. South Dublin County Council hereby agrees to Fingal County Council 
exercising and performing on its behalf, all of its Statutory powers, functions 
and duties of South Dublin County Council, which are now, or may hereafter 
be vested in South Dublin County Council, and necessary to enable Fingal 
County Council to perform and carry out fully all functions of South Dublin 
County Council necessary to achieve the construction and completion of the 
Project.

11. Fingal County Council shall construct and complete the Project to such a 
standard as it may decide in consultation with the National Roads Authority 
and shall incur such costs or expenses (hereinafter collectively referred to as 
“the Cost”) as it may decide is necessary for the cost of constructing and 
completing the Project and as may be ancillary and consequential hereto. 
The design will be provided by the National Roads Authority and its agents.

12. Fingal County Council shall be responsible for and shall apply to the 
appropriate Authority for an allocation of the funds necessary to cover the 
cost.

13. The actual cost of the construction and completion of the Project shall 
include the costs and expenses of all acts necessary and ancillary thereto 
which shall be ascertained and certified by the Director of Services, 
Directorate of Transportation or other person as may be appointed by the 
County Manager of Fingal County Council.

14. Fingal County Council shall consult with and shall provide South Dublin 
County Council and its officers with all information currently available to it, 
which South Dublin County Council may require from time to time in relation 
to the execution of the Project.

15. South Dublin County Council shall provide Fingal County Council and its 
officers with all information currently available to it which Fingal County 
Council may require in relation to the execution of the Project

16. South Dublin County Council shall co-operate fully with Fingal County Council 
in all respects and where and when necessary in relation to the exercise and 
performance by Fingal County Council of the Statutory powers, functions and 
duties undertaken by it under this agreement.

17. In the event of a dispute arising between the parties hereto as to the effect 
or interpretation of this agreement or as to the respective rights or liabilities 
of the parties hereto same shall be referred to and decided by the National 
Roads Authority or by such other person as the said Authority may appoint 
and in that respect the decision of the said Authority or the person so 
appointed shall be final and binding on the parties hereto.


Fingal County Council shall agree with South Dublin County Council the 
starting date for the commencement of the proposed works including the 
detail of the traffic management plan required to be put in place to facilitate 
the safe and timely execution of the works at the N07 Rathcoole Overbridge 
as referred to in this agreement.  The consent of South Dublin County 
Council to the detail of the proposed traffic management plan shall not be 
unreasonably withheld by South Dublin County Council or any of its Officers.


IN WITNESS whereof South Dublin County Council and Fingal County Council have 
caused their respective Seals to be affixed hereto on the day and year first 
hereinbefore WRITTEN

PRESENT when the Corporate Seal of the COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY 
OF FINGAL was affixed hereto:-













___________________________






(Nominated member)


___________________________





(County Manager)


___________________________





(County Secretary)

PRESENT when the Corporate Seal of the COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF SOUTH DUBLIN was affixed hereto:-


_______________________________






(Nominated member)


_______________________________




(County Manager)


________________________________





(County Secretary
SCHEDULE HEREINBEFORE REFERRED TO


The strengthening (Bracing) of the N7 Rathcoole Overbridge, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Roads Act 1993 to 2007 and in accordance with the design referred 
to in paragraph (2) of this agreement.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That the Council enter into the Section 85 Agreement with Fingal County Council for the Strengthening (Bracing) of the N7 Rathcoole Overbridge.”
 H14/0510
DRAFT SPORTS STRATEGY 2010-2016
The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community and was CONSIDERED:


“Backround:

South Dublin County Sports Partnership is an initiative of the Irish Sports 
Council, with the support of South Dublin County Council’s Sports Office, to 
promote increased participation in sport and health enhancing physical 
activity 
among the population of the county. It is particularly concerned 
with raising levels of 
participation among groups where research has 
shown that participation is low 
particularly with teenage girls, women in general, people with disabilities, 
 
physical activity from a 
young age, primary school children are also a primary target 
group.


The Sports Partnership has a full time Co-ordinator and Administrator which are 
housed and supported by the County Council. They are 
answerable to a managing 
committee which has representatives from public agencies; community 
 
organisations; disability, ethnic minority, community and business organisations.


Currently the Partnership runs the Buntús programmes at preschool and 
primary 
school level (as of April 2010 over 14,000 pupils would have access to the free 
equipment that we have provided to over 50 schools); provides training for clubs 
on many issues such as Child Protection, First Aid, Disability Awareness and 
initiates actions where we see gaps e.g. 
starting the Link 2 B Active programme 
targeting the unemployed; assisting second level schools in West Tallaght to get 
funding under the Community Linkage Fund for school sports; getting the 
Gardai to provide safe cycle training for 1st years in second level schools; providing an 
orienteering course at the Hell Fire Club (and soon in Corkagh Park) that 
schools and 
youth groups can avail of, to name but some. In 2009 we provided over €23,000 in 
grant assistance to clubs and groups to help them achieve their and our objectives 
for sports participation. The budget for the Sports Partnership is approx. €200,000 
per annum (including salaries).


This is the 1st strategic plan for sport, recreation and physical activity for 
South Dublin County. It seeks to prioritize the direction of sport and recreational 
development in the county for the period 2010 – 2016 (in line with the timeframe 
for the new County Development Plan). The plan is a framework to guide South 
Dublin County Sports Partnership (SDCSP), South Dublin County Council’s Sports 
Office and the Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) of the County Council with 
responsibility for Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks. It is primarily 
concerned with the promotion and co-ordination of sport & recreational physical 
activity in South Dublin County. 


Development of the Plan

In April 2009 (after advertising and selection of proposal) the project started with 
One 2 One Solutions. The facilitator Sharon Foley was previously a manager in the 
Health Promotion Unit of the HSE and the ex CEO of the Crisis Pregnancy Agency. 
She has carried out similar facilitation work for many public bodies nationwide. The 
cost of the plan – for consultations and drafting of the plan – was €17,000. 


Consultations were held with the following;


•         The committee and staff of SDCSP


•         The Irish Sports Council


•         Staff and management of South Dublin County Council


•         RAPID coordinators & community reps from the Area 




Implementation Teams


•         Dodder Valley Partnership & CPLN Area Partnership


•         Community representatives working with local partnerships


•         Co. Dublin VEC


•         HSE (Health Promotion Unit)


•         Regional Development Officers of National Governing Bodies for 



sport


•         Youth workers

            Public consultations were also hosted with various groupings, including;


•         Older people


•         Persons with a disability


•         Youthreach group


•         Children in primary & secondary schools


•         Sports clubs


•         Public & private leisure operators


•         Education providers


Finding: 

In general there are lots of highly commendable sports and activity programmes 
being delivered throughout the County, by many groups, clubs and agencies, however, coordination and joint thinking is a challenge. There is a role for SDCSP to bring together agencies and organisations to try and achieve this.  


Core Issues:

•         Raising awareness of the importance of physical activity to the target 


groups


•         Channelling information on opportunities available


•         Reaching those most disadvantaged, socially & economically. Social 


disadvantage may include a language barrier, disability or poor access to 

transport.


•         Restricted Funding  


•         Supporting Volunteers – there is increased level of volunteerism but they 

need coaching and assistance


•         Supporting Club Development through training, information, access to 

small grants, promotion etc.


•         Facilitating true partnership between all the players in this field


•         Maximising use of facilities. Lack of facilities not given as a reason for non 
participation. There are a lot of good facilities in the county and we need to 
ensure that they are used as efficiently as possible.


Strategic Goals:

•         Goal 1:  

            To build our networks and further facilitate working in partnership.


•         Goal 2: 

            To strengthen information provision and our knowledge base 


•         Goal 3: 

            To improve and maximise the use of our physical environment and built 
facilities


•         Goal 4: 


To reach communities, particularly those experiencing disadvantage, through the 
provision of programmes and innovative responses e.g. Link 2 B Active for 
unemployed


•         Goal 5: 


To increase the capacity of leaders and sporting clubs to retain existing members 
and reach those least active.


•         Goal 6: 

            To learn and develop though our work

            

            Plan Implementation: 

•         Annual Business/ Action Plan for SDCSP & SDCC Sports Office and 

SPC 


•         Joint approach – acknowledge and support the programmes of the SDCC Sports Office ensuring that a comprehensive delivery of activities is available across the County to all its residents.

  
•         Partner Planning – working with individual partners such as SDCC to see 
how   
the provision of sport and physical activity can be stitched into the plans of 
various sections e.g. Community Development, Social Inclusion, Parks, Roads, 
Disability etc.


•         Interim Review in 2013


Monitoring & Evaluation will be crucial to the overall success of the plan. 
We 
currently carry out an annual review for the Irish Sports Council and this may be 
enhanced by internal research that we can conduct with our many partners in the 
community – schools, clubs, community groups, 
public agencies, sports 
facilities etc.

Draft Sports Strategy in Full (hyperlink)


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That the Draft Sports Strategy 2010 – 2016 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

 H15/0510
COUNCIL  APPROVAL  FOR  BORROWING  IN  2010
The following reports which had been circulated were presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance and were CONSIDERED:

a) Arthurstown Landfill, Ballymount Baling Station Works and Provision for Brown Bins

“South Dublin County Council, on behalf of Dublin City Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and ourselves, has responsibility for undertaking the planning, development and operation of the landfill site at Arthurstown, Kill and the Baling Station at Ballymount. 

Works required at Arthurstown involve ongoing engineered capping with HDPE (High Density Polyethylene) being placed over Landfill waste in addition to 800mm subsoil and 200mm topsoil cover.  Works also include construction of a gas collection pipe network system and a leachate collection system which protects groundwater from pollution and reduces odours, as well as minimising any the fire risk from methane gas caused by waste decomposition and the estimated cost of works required in 2010 is €4.5 million.  Works required at Ballymount Baling Station include the reconfiguration of the station into a transfer station capable of receiving different waste streams including bio-degradable waste as well as completion of odour control, drainage and attenuation works and the estimated cost of works required in 2010 is €4 million.

It has previously been agreed by the three Dublin Authorities that such works should be funded by means of a loan. The seeking of approval and quotations for the loan should be arranged by South Dublin County Council.  The level of the proportionate liability for repayment for this Council is based on this Council’s % of total waste arisings for the 3 authorities.

Additionally, the Council will require funds in the sum of approximately €1.5m to supply and deliver brown bins to its waste customers to comply with national targets for the diversion of bio-degradable waste from landfill.  

Part provision has been made in the Council’s 2010 budget and will be made in subsequent budgets for repayment of the amount outlined above.

The estimated capital expenditure in respect of these works for 2010 is as follows:

	 
	2010 Expenditure

	Arthurstown Landfill Capping
	€4.5m

	Ballymount Baling Station
	€4.0m

	Brown Bins
	€1.5m

	TOTAL
	€10.0m


Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €10 million subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, E. Coburn, W. Lavelle, C. Keane, P. Cosgrave and D. Looney.
Ms P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge    and RESOLVED:
“That the Council approve the raising of a loan for €10 million subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”
b) Boherboy Watery Supply Scheme
“The Boherboy Water Supply scheme involves the laying of 41 kilometres of water supply pipelines and the construction of two new reservoirs at Saggart and Kiltalown each having a respective capacity of 24 and 17.5 megalitres.  The water will be conveyed to the Greater Dublin area via a cross country pipeline network which will cross connect into the new Scheme at Saggart.  A new pumping station at Saggart will pump water to a new high level reservoir at Kiltalown and this will facilitate feeding substantial housing and industrial areas in the County in a sustainable and energy efficient matter. An outline of the expenditure for capital works to cover the period to the end of 2010 is as follows:

	 
	Expenditure 2010    
	Total    

	Boherboy Water Supply Scheme
	€13.7m  
	€13.7m

	 
	 
	   

	TOTAL
	 
	€13.7m


The total cost of the scheme which will be completed in late 2010 will be in the region of €47.5m for which the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has allocated funding of €33.8m.

Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €13.7m, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, E. Coburn, W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and C. Keane.
Ms C. Henehan, Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Ms P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members’ queries. Mr. J. Horan advised the Members that he would address the issue of overall borrowings in the report on the 3 Year Capital Programme.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED: 
“That the Council approve the raising of a loan for €13.7m, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”

CORRESPONDENCE 
Ministerial
Co1/0510
Correspondence, dated 26th April 2010, from Minister for Social & Family Affairs in response to SDCC's letter regarding question approved in relation to queuing delays in Post Offices.

The above letter was NOTED.

Co2/0510
Correspondence, dated 27th April 2010, from Minister for Environment in response to SDCC's letters on Headshops and "Legal Highs".
The above letter was NOTED.

Other

Co3/0510
Correspondence, dated 7th April 2010 from Limerick County Council in relation to their Motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment to defer the Carbon Tax which comes into effect on 1st May 2010, until the economy improves.
The above letter was NOTED.

Co4/0510
Correspondence, dated 15th April 2010, from Carlow County Council notifying us of their motions passed calling for
a) Reversal of Carbon Tax

b) Transfer of administration of Home Energy & Warmer Homes Grants from      SEI to Las.
The above letter was NOTED.

Co5/0510
Correspondence, dated 20th April 2010, from Polish Ambassador to Ireland, thanking this Council for our expression of sympathy.
The above letter was NOTED.

Co6/0510
Correspondence, dated 29th April 2010, from Cobh Town Council with regard to their Motion expressing their support for the Justice for Robert Delany Campaign and calling for any citizen with information to inform the Gardai.
The above letter was NOTED.

Co7/0510
Correspondence from Clones Town Council dated 28th April 2010 regarding their motion passed in relation to Quinn Insurances.
The above letter was NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION


Mayors Business – 
M1/0510
SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANTS AT ST. JOSEPH’S SPECIAL SCHOOL, BALOTHERY
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council calls upon the Minister of Education and Skills, in view of the recent serious safety incident that occurred in St Josephs Special School, Balrothery, to immediately reinstate the full compliment of Special Needs Assistants to that school.”

REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the 
Minister of Education and Skills.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Duff.

The motion was PASSED.

  M2/0510
GREEN SCHOOLS
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED that the following motion be MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on how this Council supports schools in the County, including schools that make a particular effort on environmental matters such as reducing, reusing and recycling? Would the Manager also report on how the Council can continue to support and encourage schools, including children, students, teachers and parents who participate in such school projects and lead by great example?”

REPORT:

“The Environmental Awareness Staff support and promote environmental education 
and awareness in the county. Support and information is offered to schools on the 
following topics litter, waste, recycling, energy conservation and water conservation. 
Communication of supports is by a variety of means outlined below.


The Green Times Newsletter – Since October 2007 the Green Times Newsletter 
has been posted to all schools twice a year. From 2009 the newsletter has been 
printed in both Irish and English. It has up to date information on environmental 
education and awareness supports offered to schools. All the newsletters are also 
available to download from South Dublin County Councils website. Over the past 
three 
years environmental education and awareness supports advertised in the 
newsletter have included the following:


Information on 


Ø       School talks by Environmental Awareness Staff with litter warden on litter & 
waste also on energy & water 


Ø       An Taisce’s Green Schools Programme


Ø       Environmental Schools Competition


Ø       Recycled Christmas Decoration Competition 


Ø       Halloween and Christmas themed recycling make and do workshops for class 
groups


Ø       Ordering Water Conservation Pack for Schools and Hippo water conservation 
devices


Ø       Free of compost bins & green bins for school 


Ø       Sustainable Energy Ireland workshops and resources for Junior cycle primary 
schools and secondary schools


Ø       Sustainable Energy Ireland workshops in South Dublin County for Senior Cycle 
primary schools 


Ø       Giant Waste Challenge Game on loan to schools


Ø       Eco Week events and invitation for schools to book events for their school 


Ø       Social Credit System


Ø       National campaigns and events such as Change.ie, Appetite for Action, Gum 
Litter taskforce, National Spring Clean, PURE, Eco Unesco Young Environmentalist 
Award


Ø       Local campaigns and events – Grand Canal Awareness, CCRI WEEE collections 
for schools, The Big Picture, 


Ø       School Gardens – information on South Dublin County Council’s demonstration 
school garden at the allotments in Tymon Park, Tallaght. The garden is maintained 
and used by St. Joseph's Special School but schools can contact the Tymon Park to 
arrange a visit.


Ø       Battery Recycling 


Contact details for the Environmental Awareness Section are on the newsletter and 
schools are encouraged to contact us to avail of any of the above.


In addition to the above, support is also available to sccools and the wider 
community through the following initiatives -


Website – all the information detailed in this report is available on the 
Environmental Awareness pages of South Dublin County Council’s website.


The Green Schools Programme - South Dublin County Council Environmental 
Awareness Staff carry out Green School Assessments at schools that are participating 
in the Green Schools Programme and send assessment reports to An Taisce. Once 
schools are awarded the Green Flag by An Taisce, the Environmental Awareness 
Section 
writes to each school to offer to attend Green Flag raising ceremony with the 
Mayor at the school. The Environmental Awareness Staff also write and issue a press 
release and send it along with photos to the local press.


An Taisce Green School information Seminar for Schools - The Environmental 
Awareness Section also organises a venue for An Taisce Green School information 
Seminar for Schools in County and writes out to all schools to invite them to attend. 
There are usually two sessions at the seminar. The first session provides an 
introduction for schools starting out on the Green Schools programme and covers the 
first theme of litter and waste. The second session is for schools with green flags that 
are working on implementing the Energy and Water themes.


Water Conservation - Schools can request the Water Conservation Pack for 
Schools in Irish and or English and Hippo water conservation devices for toilet 
cisterns. Information on the pack and hippos are in the schools newsletter and on 
South Dublin County Council’s website.


Environmental Schools Anti Litter Competition - each year all schools are 
posted out application forms and invited to participate in the following the 
Environmental Schools Anti Litter Competition. 


National Spring Clean - each year all schools are posted out application forms and 
newsletters to participate in the An Taisce’s National Spring Clean, Irelands largest 
anti litter event.


Bonfire Awareness – Bonfire awareness posters were sent to all secondary schools 
in the County in 2009. 


 Sustainable Energy Ireland Workshops - The Environmental Awareness Section 
also organises a venue for SEI workshops for schools and takes bookings from 
schools.


 Anti Litter and Anti Graffiti Grant – Schools are sent information on the Anti 
Litter and Anti Graffiti Grant. Applications should seek to promote public awareness 
and education in relation to litter and/or graffiti.  This Grant Scheme has a particular 
focus on voluntary initiatives by community and environmental groups, and on 
involving schools and young people in anti-litter and anti- graffiti action. In 2009 two 
schools were funded under this grant. In addition Garbo Productions were funded 
under the grant to deliver the Greendream Anti Litter Drama Workshop to 1200 
children from 14 Junior schools. The workshop consisted of warm up games and 
drama role play which focussed on the theme of litter in our parks. The children 
imagined being creatures in their local park. Later they talked about how the 
creatures feel if litter is left in the park. Teachers were also provided with a work 
pack with follow on exercises that tied into the anti-litter theme of the workshops. 
Each school was invited to encourage pupils to create Anti Litter Posters and enter a 
competition. 


 Local Agenda 21 Environment Partnership Fund – Schools are sent 
information on the Local Agenda 21 Environment Partnership Fund – four schools 
were 
directly funded under this fund for projects. In addition workshops funded 
under the grant will be delivered to schools during Eco Week (19th to 24th April 2010) 
including workshops on Biodiversity, Birds and the environment, Nature, waste and 
recycling shows and workshops. All schools will receive Eco Week brochures and are 
invited to book events and take part. 


Global Action Plan (GAP) began operating in South Dublin County in the spring of 
2007 delivering a wide variety of projects for Community Groups, Youth Groups and 
Schools. GAP Action at School is an environmental programme that helps schools 
to save resources and money. The year long programme is curriculum linked and 
helps schools to tackle waste or energy over the school year. The process is quite 
unique and involves the formation of an Action Team that includes students, 
teachers, school managers, caretaking staff and boards of management. The Action 
Team is trained and helped to measure the school’s environmental impact, set 
improvement targets, communicate effectively and build partnerships with local 
community organisations. The students are encouraged to come up with imaginative 
solutions and lead the way in implementing them, gaining skills in decision-making 
and project management. To date GAP Action at School Projects have been delivered 
to five Primary Schools and three Secondary Schools in the County.”
M3/0510 
LDN
It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny and seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this council writes to the Minister for Health to ask why LDN (Low Dose Naltrexone) has not been prescribed for general use in Ireland. LDN helps with autoimmune related illnesses like MS, Crohn's, Cancer and many many more. The drug is available and approved in 50mg doses for the past 25 years in the state. LDN in small dosages of 4.5 MG is proven to beneficial to those who are suffering from cancerous illnesses.”

REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the 
Minister of Health, Mary Harney T.D.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. Kenny, C. Keane, M. Duff.  

Councillor Kenny agreed to amend the wording of the motion to read as follows:

“That this council writes to the Minister for Health to ask why LDN (Low Dose Naltrexone) has not been licenced and prescribed for general use in Ireland. LDN helps with autoimmune related illnesses like MS, Crohn's, Cancer and many many more. The drug is available and approved in 50mg doses for the past 25 years in the state. LDN in small dosages of 4.5 MG is proven to beneficial to those who are suffering from cancerous illnesses.”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That this council writes to the Minister for Health to ask why LDN (Low Dose Naltrexone) has not been licensed and prescribed for general use in Ireland. LDN helps with autoimmune related illnesses like MS, Crohn's, Cancer and many many more. The drug is available and approved in 50mg doses for the past 25 years in the state. LDN in small dosages of 4.5 MG is proven to beneficial to those who are suffering from cancerous illnesses.”

 M4/0510
DERELICT SITES ACT
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council, in light of existing derelict sites in the county, including the McHugh's Site in Greenhills, and the likelihood of further sites in the coming months and years, notes that existing legislation, including the 1990 Derelict Sites Act, fails to empower local authorities and communities in appropriately resolving the dereliction and neglect caused by these eyesores. This Council calls on the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to conduct a review of the relevant legislation and practice in the area and, on the basis of such a review, to introduce changes to redress the balance between the interest of developers and those of local communities.”

REPORT:

The Derelict Site Act 1990 defines a "Derelict Site" and refers to the neglected, 
unsightly or objectionable condition of the land or any structures on the land.  Should 
the motion be passed this Council will write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government seeking a review of the relevant legislation as set out in the 
motion.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, P. Cosgrave, M. Corr, P. Kearns, W. Lavelle, C. Keane, C. Brophy and G. Kenny.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads responded to the Members’ queries.

The motion was PASSED.

 M5/0510
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT BOARD
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Council rejects the proposal by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to abolish South Dublin County Development Board, through the legislation to provide for a directly elected Mayor for the Dublin Region, requests the Manager to convey this view to the Minister, and to include with the correspondence to the Minister a document setting out the achievements of the South Dublin CDB in the years since it was set up, including evidence on the advances in inter agency collaboration in the County arising from the work of the Board, and further requests that copies of the correspondence and documentation sent to the Minister be sent to the Managers of the other 3 Local Authorities in the Dublin Region.”

REPORT:

The South Dublin County Development Board was established in 2000 as a response 
to the challenge of increased integration of public and local service delivery and has 
acted as the key co-coordinating body at local level.  


The Board is currently working on the third phase of the Integrated Strategy for the 
Economic, Social and Cultural Development of South Dublin County – A Place for 
People 2002 – 2012.  Under the current Implementation Plan 2009 – 2012 there are 
31 key aims formulated around a broad range of relevant themes.  The South Dublin 
County Development Board has four main working Groups:  Economic Development, 
Social Inclusion Measures/RAPID Monitoring Committee, Arts and Culture and Local 
Agenda 21.  In addition in South Dublin County, the Children’s Services Committee, 
Inter-Agency Management Group for Traveller Services, County Childcare Committee 
and Local Sports Partnership, Comhairle na nÓg all provide reports to and carry out 
actions on behalf of the CDB. 


The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government John Gormley T.D. 
on 24th February 2010 published the Local Government (Dublin Mayor and Regional 
Authority) Bill 2010 which provides for a directly elected Mayor for the Dublin region. 


When passed the legislation as drafted will give the directly elected Mayor the 
authority and powers to implement the policies which the Mayor and the revamped 
Dublin Regional Authority lay down.   A new Regional Development Board, chaired by 
the directly elected Mayor, will be established which will include major public sector, 
educational and enterprise interests from across the Dublin Region. This proposed 
Board will replace the existing 4 City and County Development Boards.   The Bill will 
allow for sub-committees to continue working at a more local level. 


If the Motion is passed the Council will correspond with the Minister for the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to the other Dublin Local 
Authorities.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, C. Brophy, G. O’Connell and C. Keane.
The motion was PASSED.  
It was also agreed to circulate a copy of the Council’s letter to the Minister to Councillor C. Keane for noting by LAMA. 

M6/0510
LED PUBLIC LIGHTING
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this Council noting:

the significant cost and energy efficiencies available from the use of LED public-lighting; 

the successful use of this 'green' technology in other countries; 

the growing number of enterprises in our county now engaged in the supply and installation of LED lighting;  

requests the Manager to increase the use of LED public-lighting by South Dublin County Council.”

REPORT:

“The Council is continuously researching new technology in the context of providing a 
more efficient and sustainable public lighting service and has generally been to the 
forefront of new initiatives including dimming and telemonitoring and white light 
versus SOX/SON.  The Council is aware of advancements made in the area of LED 
lighting however the technology is still regarded as being in it's infancy and problems 
have been highlighted in the driver technology associated with its use. An ongoing 
assessment is underway in relation to the introduction of this new technology as one 
of many of the new innovations that are available in the marketplace. Once the 
sustainability of the systems have been established consideration will be given to the 
introduction of a pilot project.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillors W. Lavelle.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads responded to the Member’s query and reiterated the council’s commitment towards progressing sustainability.
The report was NOTED.
 M7/0510
AFFORDABLE LEISURE FACILITIES
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That this Council supports an initiative to allow older citizens free or discounted access to leisure activities within the county.”

REPORT:

“The two new  Swimming Pools/Leisure Centres in Tallaght and Clondalkin are 
managed on behalf of this Council by South County Dublin Leisure Services Limited. 


The Company is a not for profit vehicle, charged with delivering a quality service to 
all its customers on a cost neutral basis to the council. This model is the most 
efficient method to deliver the Council's Water Leisure Strategy. Other authorities 
have different models whereby the staff and costs are directly subvented by the 
Council. This enables them to provide some services at reduced prices or free to 
some 
customers.  SCDLS employ over 100 staff and must operate in the free market 
 
centres. 


Historcially the provision of new leisure facilities has been partly inhibited by the 
knowledge that they have the potential to be very expensive to operate and are a 
financial drain on the authority. The Council's model has addressed this issue and has 
demonstrated that quality leisure facilities can be delivered in a cost effective 
manner.

SCDLS is a customer driven organisation and has developed a number of products which target the 55 plus market. There are four weekly swim sessions at a reduced cost of €2 and gym membership at €200 per annum. There are weekly fitness sessions costing €3 which includes refreshments. All of these products are displayed on their web sites www.clondalkinleisure.com and www.tallaghtleisure.com. Every effort is made to make all activities as affordable and accessible as possible and the company constantly reviews its range of services to enhance customer satisfaction.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Jones, P. Cosgrave, G. O’Connell, M. Corr, T. Gilligan and T. Ridge.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
In accordance with Standing Order No. 5 the Mayor, Councillor M. Duff proposed to suspend standing orders for 10 minutes to facilitate conclusion of the debate on this item .

This was AGREED
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community responded to the Members’ queries and acknowledged the possibility of market segmentation to increase usage and generate additional income. It was agreed that the Council would through the South Dublin County Sports Partnership, Sports Office and the Community Parks Sports and Recreation SPC investigate how and what initiatives can be put in place for older citizens.

The report was NOTED.

M10/0510
 HEADSHOPS 
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:

“South Dublin County Council agrees to confine the location of Headshops to a minimum 8km. from schools within the County”.
REPORT:

“From the perspective of the Planning and Development Regulations ‘Head Shops’ are 
classed as Shops.


The Planning and Development Regulations define a shop as:


‘‘shop’ means a structure used for any or all of the following purposes, where the 
sale, display or service is principally to visiting members of the public - 


(a) for the retail sale of goods, 


(b) as a post office, 


(c) for the sale of tickets or as a travel agency, 


(d) for the sale of sandwiches or other food or of wine for consumption off the 
premises, where the sale of such food or wine is subsidiary to the main retail use, 
and “wine” is defined as any intoxicating liquor which may be sold under a wine 
retailer’s off-
licence (within the meaning of the Finance (1909-1910) Act, 1910), 
10 Edw. 7. & 1 Geo. 5, c.8, 


(e) for hairdressing, 


(f) for the display of goods for sale, 


(g) for the hiring out of domestic or personal goods or articles, 


(h) as a launderette or dry cleaners, 


(i) for the reception of goods to be washed, cleaned or repaired,


but does not include any use associated with the provision of funeral services or as a 
funeral home, or as a hotel, a restaurant or a public house, or for the sale of hot food 
or intoxicating liquor for consumption off the premises except under paragraph (d), 
or any use to which class 2 or 3 of Part 4 of Schedule 2 applies;”. 


A retail use changing within this definition does not require planning permission. Any 
application for retail use must be considered under the above definition and 
conditions that may be attached to any grant of planning permission may not exceed 
or restrict the above definition. Furthermore any valid planning application submitted 
to this Planning Authority must be determined and the Council cannot prejudge the 
outcome of such an application. Any decision must be firmly rooted within the 
confines of the Planning and Development Acts and their attendant regulations. With 
respect to the Development Plan, this document sets out policies and objectives for 
the future development of the County. Such  policies and objectives cannot be at 
odds or conflict with the Planning and Development regulations.


The effect of this motion would be to prejudge a planning application for a use which 
currently comes under the definition of a 'shop' and is not defined as a seperate use 
in the regulations as are currently in force. This is not within the remit of this 
planning authority.


It is suggested that with respect to the issues surrounding ‘head shops’ that these 
are more appropriately dealt with through separate legislation/ regulation than the 
planning system.”
The report was NOTED.
M11/0510
HEADSHOPS
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor C. King :
“That this Council adopt a policy of excluding planning permissions for 'Head shops' when they are found to be within a radius of 10km of any school as has been adopted in different Council's throughout the State”


REPORT:

“From the perspective of the Planning and Development Regulations ‘Head Shops’ are 
classed as Shops.


The Planning and Development Regulations define a shop as:


‘‘shop’ means a structure used for any or all of the following purposes, where the 
sale, display or service is principally to visiting members of the public - 


(a) for the retail sale of goods, 


(b) as a post office, 


(c) for the sale of tickets or as a travel agency, 


(d) for the sale of sandwiches or other food or of wine for consumption off the 
premises, where the sale of such food or wine is subsidiary to the main retail use, 
and “wine” is defined as any intoxicating liquor which may be sold under a wine 
retailer’s off-licence (within the meaning of the Finance (1909-1910) Act, 1910), 10 
Edw. 7. & 1 Geo. 5, c.8, 


(e) for hairdressing, 


(f) for the display of goods for sale, 


(g) for the hiring out of domestic or personal goods or articles, 


(h) as a launderette or dry cleaners, 


(i) for the reception of goods to be washed, cleaned or repaired,


but does not include any use associated with the provision of funeral services or as a 
funeral home, or as a hotel, a restaurant or a public house, or for the sale of hot food 
or intoxicating liquor for consumption off the premises except under paragraph (d), 
or any use to which class 2 or 3 of Part 4 of Schedule 2 applies;”. 


A retail use changing within this definition does not require planning permission. Any 
application for retail use must be considered under the above definition and 
conditions that may be attached to any grant of planning permission may not exceed 
or restrict the above definition. Furthermore any valid planning application submitted 
to this Planning Authority must be determined and the Council cannot prejudge the 
outcome of such an application. Any decision must be firmly rooted within the 
confines of the Planning and Development Acts and their attendant regulations. With 
respect to the Development Plan, this document sets out policies and objectives for 
the future development of the County. Such  policies and objectives cannot be at 
odds or conflict with the Planning and Development regulations.


The effect of this motion would be to prejudge a planning application for a use which 
currently comes under the definition of a 'shop' and is not defined as a separate use 
in the regulations as are currently in force. This is not within the remit of this 
planning authority.


It is suggested that with respect to the issues surrounding ‘head shops’ that these 
are more appropriately dealt with through separate legislation/ regulation than the 
planning system.”
The report was NOTED.
 M18/0510
DESIGNATED INSPECTORS FROM DSPCA
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That this council resolves to designate named inspectors from the Dublin SPCA as 'Authorised Officers' under the Control of Horses Act 1996 for the purpose of supporting South Dublin County Council in meeting it's responsibilities under the Act and to allow the DSPCA more effectively to undertake it's duties in relation to horse welfare.”

REPORT:

“The Tender for the provision of the Horse Pound and Seizure service has been 
advertised.  This service will be delivered on a regional basis.  When the new contract 
has been awarded, South Dublin County Council will discuss with the DSPCA the 
inclusion of nominated  members of the DSPCA on the list of Authorised Officers 
under the Control of Horses Act 1996.”

The meeting concluded at 6.10pm
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

PROCUREMENT POLICIES

(M8)
Councillor J. Lahart

That the Council examine the possibility of innovation concerning procurement policies regarding supplies and services which could generate significant savings to local authority consumers and to the local authority itself and to outline and initiatives already underway in this regard.


TALLAGHT HOSPITAL

(M9)
Councillor S. Crowe

That this Council 

* reaffirms its support for Tallaght Hospital as a vital public healthcare facility 

* deplores the failure in Tallaght Hospital to read thousands of x-rays and to process thousands of GP referral letters 

* welcomes the inquiry into how this happened and the proposal to  appoint  a new board

* urges that the inquiry should include within its remit: 

- a full exploration and exposure of any or all administrative and/or clinical management failures which may have led to this serious breakdown 

- the need for greater accountability on the part of consultants and recommendations as to how full compliance with the consultants' contract, restricting work in the private health sector, can be monitored and fully implemented; 

* calls for an end to the two-tier public/private hospital system and the development of a new single-tier system with access for all based on medical need alone 

* opposes any effort to downgrade and remove services from Tallaght Hospital 

* urges the provision of essential resources to ensure that the Hospital can provide safe and effective services to patients including, if required, additional radiologists.

*supports a quicker and more transparent system of Doctor’s referral letters to the hospital and urges the immediate introduction and formal use of email 

*calls for the resignation or sacking of Health Minister Mary Harney before another Health crisis emerges.

(M12)
 ANTI- RACISM CAMPAGIN

Councillor M. Corr
That this Council undertakes a significant Anti-racism Campaign within the County, to include a major conference involving all minority ethnic groups possible in order to highlight and promote awareness of the consequences of racism and to demonstrate this Council's condemnation of all racist activities/practices.

(M13)
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 


Councillor E. Tuffy
That this Council values the work done by Community Development Projects in the County over recent years in addressing issues of disadvantage, social exclusion and inequality, including work and projects done in collaboration with the Council, disagrees with the funding cuts imposed by the Government in the last year, and shares many of the concerns of those involved  as workers and volunteers in Community Development Projects about the new arrangements which are being put in place under the new Local Development Programme, and their concerns that a consequence of the new arrangements and reduced funding may be to pull resources from the most needy communities in the County. Accordingly we request the Manager to convene, at an early date, a suitable Meeting/Seminar which will enable a dialogue to take place between Council Management/Staff and Councillors and representatives of Community Development Projects in the County and representatives of the CPLN and Dodder Valley Partnerships, and other relevant organisations, with an objective of the meeting being to assist the Council in updating its own approach to Community Development in the County and making appropriate representations to the new Government Minister with responsibility for the sector.

(M15)
LEGAL COSTS 


Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager outline the legal costs of the Council in 2008 and 2009 in total and by department as requested by me at a pre-budget meeting.
(M16)
ALLOTMENTS

Councillor R. Dowds

This Council recommends that no extra charge be placed on hiring allotments this year, especially for people on low income.
(M17)
ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION

Councillor D. Looney

That this Council supports the introduction of an online voter registration system on our website in order to improve ease of registration and facilitate the democratic franchise amongst our citizens.
SIGNED: __________________________

DATE:____________________________
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