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To the Chair and Members of 

Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting

Report to the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting

on the

Rathfarnham QBC Enhancements

1
Introduction 

The Quality Bus Network (QBN) Project Office in association with Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council is preparing a Preliminary Design for the improvement of bus priority measures along Grange Road, Rathfarnham Road, Terenure Road North, Harold’s Cross Road, South Circular Road, Harrington Street, Camden Street, Wexford Street, Adelaide Road and Earlsfort Terrace (collectively known as the Rathfarnham QBC).

Dublin Bus operates 155 buses during the AM Peak (0700-1000hours) and 152 buses during the evening peak (1600-1900hours) along this route.  Significant delays occur in the vicinity of Camden Street and Harcourt Road.

Monitoring of the operation of the QBCs is carried out by the Dublin Transportation Office (now the National Transport Authority) on an annual basis. These monitoring studies have consistently identified the Rathfarnham QBC as one of the poorest performing corridors of the original 11 QBCs constructed. The survey recorded average bus speeds of less than 5km/hr, which is equivalent to walking speed (note the target speed for duly functioning QBC’s, is 22kph). 

2
Proposed Works

In order to improve bus speeds it is proposed to provide bus lanes up to the traffic signals (i.e. first-priority bus lanes) in both directions at the junctions along this route. This will involve extending the bus lanes closer to the stop lines so that buses get through the junction on the first green signal.

Significant proposals include:-

· Provision of two-way traffic, for all road users (including cars, buses, and cyclists), along Camden Street and Richmond Street (from Charlotte Way to Lennox Street);

· Provision of new southbound (outbound) central bus lane on Earlsfort Terrace (Hatch Street Upper to Adelaide Road);

· Proposed inbound right-turn ban from Clanbrassil Street to South Circular Road, for all traffic except buses;

· Provision of new pedestrian crossings at Clarnbrassil Street / South Circular Road junction;

· Proposed inbound right-turn ban from Harrold’s Cross Road to Leinster Road;

· Proposed outbound right-turn ban from Rathfarnham Road to Rathdown Park;

· Proposed new inbound bus lane (slip lane) on Grange Road leading onto Grange Road / Rathfarnham Road.

· Where road widths allow, joining-up of sections of discontinuous bus lanes along the remainder of the route.

The proposed scheme would provide the following benefits:

· Improve bus journey times and reliability through the provision of :-

· Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI);

· First-priority bus lanes at approaches to junctions;

· Extending certain other bus lanes where none currently exist;

· Banning certain right turns to facilitate smooth flow traffic conditions;

· Re-configuring the layout of Camden Street;

· Upgrading of traffic signals to facilitate SCATS, RTPI, and Traffic Light Priority (TLP) for buses.

· Upgrading of any remaining bus stops with Kassel kerbs and shelters;

· Improved facilities for cyclists, pedestrians and the mobility and visually impaired;

· Upgraded traffic signal control system;

· Accident remedial measures;

· Environmental upgrades to the following locations 

· Grange Road 

· Terenure Junction

· Camden Street Area

All pedestrian crossings along the route will be upgraded to full MID standard including dropped kerbs, tactile paving, and audio push button units (PBU’s). Similarly, all traffic signals along the route will be upgraded to current standards including the incorporation of Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI), Traffic Light Priority (TLP), and SCATS traffic control system.

The majority of bus stops along the route have already been upgraded with Kassel kerbs and bus shelters to QBNPO standards and RTPI ducting.  Remaining bus stops will be upgraded as part of this enhancements scheme.

3
Public Consultation

It is proposed to put the scheme on public display in the Civic Offices and in South Dublin County Council for a minimum of 6 weeks. At all locations a comment box will be provided to allow interested parties comment on the scheme. Drawings of the scheme will also be posted on the Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council web sites www.dublincity.ie and www.sdcc.ie.
4
Programme

	Authority
	Dublin City Council
	SDCC

	Area
	South East Area
	South Central Area
	Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Presentation
	12.07.2010
	21.07.2010
	08.06.2010

	Commence Public Consultation Period
	Minimum 6 weeks on display.

	Receive Comments from Public Consultation
	Prepare and Circulate Public Consultation Report.

	Present Public Consultation Report
	11.10.2010
	20.10.2010
	12.10.2010


Table: Rathfarnham QBC Enhancements Scheme - Proposed Public Consultation Programme.
June 2010
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QBN Pro]ec\ Office

Worldcom Building,
Lower Erne Street,
Dublin 2

Tel: 353 + 1+459 2013
Bus| Fax: 353 + 1 + 459 5748
derek.dixon@dublincity.ie
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