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Context of Report
The ‘Habitats’ Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) requires that an "appropriate assessment" be undertaken for any plan or project that is likely to have an impact on a Natura 2000 site i.e. a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or a Special Protection Area for Birds (SPA). There are two SACs located in the Dublin Mountains area of South Dublin County: Glenasmole Valley and that part of the Wicklow Mountains SAC that extends across the border into South Dublin County.  There are currently no SPAs designated for the County. In effect, the Directive requires South Dublin County Council to undertake an appropriate assessment of the ecological implications of the Development Plan proposed on Natura 2000 sites both within and outside the County.

As required under Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive, an Appropriate Assessment Screening process was undertaken in September 2009 for the draft County development Plan.  The conclusion of the assessment was that no impacts on Natura 2000 sites located either within or outside of the County were deemed likely to arise, either singly or cumulatively, as a result of the policies and objectives of the Plan, either or its own or in association with any other plans or projects for the County.   Underpinning the screening conclusion is that the draft CDP contains strong policy and zoning objectives which work together to provide strong environmental protection both within and outside of the County.  The assessment process was therefore concluded at the screening stage (Stage 1) and a full Appropriate Assessment study was not required.  
Any material amendments/variations to the draft County Development Plan are also required to be screened for potential impact on a Natura 2000 site.  The following list of motions were deemed relevant to Appropriate Assessment screening requirements and were therefore assessed to determine if they had the potential to materially affect the conclusions of the draft CDP Screening process and hence trigger a revision of the original Screening outcome.       

	Mot. No/

Ref No.
	Councillor
	Motion
	Response
	Managers Rec/Council Decision

	
	C. King 

Co. Signed by Hannon and Crowe
	Amend the following criteria for applicants wishing to build their homes in areas designated with Zoning Objective H(“to protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area”)

• the applicant is a native of the area 

and,

• the applicant can demonstrate a genuine need for housing in that particular area 

and,

• the development is related directly to the area’s amenity potential or to its use for agriculture, mountain or hill farming 

and, 

• the development would not prejudice the environmental capacity of the area, and that it

would be in keeping with the character of the mountain area.

To the following:

The applicant is a permanent native resident of the area i.e. a person who was either born and reared in the family home in the same rural area as the proposed development site, 

or 

has resided in the area for at least 15 years prior to the application for planning permission;
or
 Persons who are full-time farmers or employed full-time in other rural based activity such as horticulture, forestry, bloodstock or other rural based activity in the area in which they wish to build or whose employment is intrinsically linked to the rural area in which they wish to build.
******************************************************************

The removal of the references to “that the development would not prejudice the environmental capacity of the area “, and the removal of the references “that it would be in keeping with the character of the mountain area “, in association with the addition of other categories of applicants who wish to build in areas subject to zoning objective ‘H’, introduces the potential for further pressures on water quality, sensitive landscapes and habitats, in particular protected Natura 2000 sites both within and downstream of the County.  
The cumulative impacts of such a scenario across the H zone could have the consequence of causing current draft CDP policies and objectives in relation to environmental protection to be unachievable.  As the Screening process for the draft CDP was concluded at the screening stage primarily due to the strength of these policies and objectives, it is most likely that this motion would trigger a new Appropriate Assessment Screening which would involve a full Stage 2 assessment of the draft CDP.

 
	Change in zoning objective
	

	
	J. Hannon
	That, notwithstanding any other provisions of this Development Plan, it will be the policy of South Dublin Co Council to seek to ensure the long term viability of the rural communities of  Glenasmole/ Bohernabreena/ Ballinascorney/ Brittas, and to this end will facilitate local residents who wish to build a family home in their local area.

******************************************************************

The Glenasmole/Bohernabreena area has one of the most sensitive environments in the County, including 2 SACs and the water supply for Dublin City.  Each development in this area impacts on the valley, both individually and cumulatively in terms of reducing the ability of the land to absorb development and exposing the SACs and the reservoir’s water supply to damage.
The long term viability of the rural communities of Glenasmole/ Bohernabreena/ Ballinascorney/ Brittas is an important objective.  However, any application for housing in this area will be subject to Appropriate Assessment Screening as required under the Habitats Directive to ensure that no impact on a Natura 2000 site is likely to result.   


	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	J. Hannon
	That South Dublin Co Council seek to develop a cluster type residential development on Council owned land at Bohernabreena, in an effort to satisfy local housing need for residents who do not have access to appropriate sites in the general Bohernabreena/Glenasmole area.

******************************************************************

Increased housing development in the rural areas of the county will impact on many environmental issues such as water quality issues relating to the associated increase in the number of individual waste water treatment systems, pressures on biodiversity, increased car movements, and impacts on the visual landscape. Such impacts are initially locally significant, but as rural housing development expands, this puts significant pressure on the County’s environment as a whole. 
The addition of a new policy/objective regarding the provision of clustered development in this sensitive location would have the potential to undermine the current draft CDP Appropriate Assessment Screening conclusion.  The addition of this new proposal would introduce a new dimension that was not considered in the assessment of ‘cumulative impacts of current and future plans and projects in the area’ that were assessed for the initial AA Screening process.  SDCC would most likely be required to undertake a new Screening process to establish the ‘cumulative impact’ of this new proposal in this sensitive area with the current plan, thereby most likely triggering a full Stage 2 assessment of the draft CDP. 

	Change in zoning objective
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	G. Kenny
	73. Rural Villages – Village Design Statement

Promote local distinctiveness and character through a Village Design Statement for each of the rural villages. The Village Design Statement will focus on promoting local distinctiveness and character and will set out comprehensive guidelines on urban design for the villages. 

******************************************************************

(Associated with G. Kenny Motion to include Brittas as a village)

	No comment – each new VDS will be subject to AA Screening in any case.
	

	
	J. Hannon
	Amend SLO 122 to read, as follows:

“ To carry out a planning and housing study of the Brittas Village area, in consultation with local residents and local representatives, having regard to the implications of the proposed Natural Heritage Area designations on the area, with a view to the long term viability of the local community. This study to be completed in 2011”

******************************************************************

Brittas is located in a sensitive landscape area with a proposed Natural Heritage Area and an area important for the protection of wild bird populations using the Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA across the County border in Co. Kildare.  Any such housing or planning study will be subject to AA Screening which will identify these and other environmental constraints, thereby triggering a full Stage 2 appropriate assessment for the study in order to fully establish potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites.   


	
	

	
	J. Hannon
	SLO:  Facilitate the development of a cluster type residential housing development at an appropriate location within Brittas Village in an effort to satisfy local housing need for residents who do not have access to appropriate sites in the general Brittas area.

******************************************************************

The addition of a new zoning policy/objective regarding the provision of clustered development in this sensitive H location would undermine the current draft CDP Appropriate Assessment Screening conclusion.  
The addition of this new proposal would introduce a new dimension that was not considered in the assessment of ‘cumulative impacts of current and future plans and projects in the area’ that were assessed for the initial AA Screening process.  SDCC would most likely be required to undertake a new Screening process to establish the ‘cumulative impact’ of this new proposal with the current plan, thereby most likely triggering a full Stage 2 assessment of the draft CDP. 


	Change in zoning objective
	

	
	R. Dowds
	That it is the policy of South Dublin County Council to allow for a small cluster development of housing at Brittas to accommodate any local need for housing
The addition of a new policy/objective regarding the provision of clustered development in this sensitive location would undermine the current draft CDP Appropriate Assessment Screening conclusion.  The addition of this new proposal would introduce a new dimension that was not considered in ‘current impacts of plans and projects in the area’ that were assessed for the initial AA Screening process.  SDCC would most likely be required to undertake a new Screening process to establish the ‘cumulative impact’ on Natura 2000 sites of this new proposal with the current plan, thereby most likely triggering a full Stage 2 assessment of the draft CDP. 


	Change in zoning objective
	

	
	T. Gilligan
	That an appropriate amount of land be zoned to meet the future housing needs of the Brittas community as envisaged in Specific Local Objective 123 of the current plan"

******************************************************************

The addition of a new zoning objective in this sensitive location would undermine the current draft CDP Appropriate Assessment Screening conclusion.  The addition of this new proposal would introduce a new dimension that was not considered in ‘current impacts of plans and projects in the area’ that were assessed for the initial AA Screening process.   SDCC would most likely be required to undertake a new Screening process to establish the ‘cumulative impact’ on Natura 2000 sites of this new proposal with the current plan, thereby most likely triggering a full Stage 2 assessment of the draft CDP. 


	Change in zoning objective
	

	
	C. Brophy
	To propose that lands located at Brittas Ponds, Co. Dublin identified on the Site Location Map below, which are currently zoned Objective ‘H’ to protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area be zoned objective ‘F’ to preserve and provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenities with a Specific Local Objective to provide for an Integrated Recreation and Tourism facility and Nature Trails to be developed, by way of an amendment to the draft County Development Plan.

The Brittas Ponds is located in a sensitive landscape area and is part of a proposed Natural Heritage Area.  The area surrounding the ponds is also important for the protection of wild bird populations using the Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA across the County border in Co. Kildare.  

Any such rezoning proposal in the sensitive landscape of the H zone would introduce a new dimension that was not considered under ‘current impacts of plans and projects in the area’ during the Screening process for Appropriate Assessment of the draft CDP.  SDCC would most likely be required to undertake a new Screening process to establish the ‘cumulative impact’ on Natura 2000 sites of this new rezoning proposal in the H zone with the current plan, thereby most likely triggering a full Stage 2 assessment of the draft CDP


	Change in zoning objective
	


