COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, April 26, 2010

HEADED ITEM NO. 11
Planning and Development Act 2000

Part 8 Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007
Part VIII of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 outlines the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  These regulations apply to the proposed Tallaght QBC Enhancements – N81 Hard Shoulder Conversion.

TALLAGHT QBC ENHANCEMENTS 

N81 – HARD SHOULDER CONVERSION

The Committee at its meeting held on the 23rd November, 2009 approved initiation of the Part 8 Public Consultation Procedure for the Tallaght QBC Enhancements – N81 Hard Shoulder Conversion.

Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of the plans and particulars of the proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 9th December 2009. Submissions and observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated, were invited to be made in writing to the County Council before 4.30 pm Friday 19th February 2010. 

(a) Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof: -

· Provide priority for buses along the route. 

· Widen the southern side of the Tallaght Road roundabout to provide a dedicated bus lane around the roundabout. Widening would also be required on the northern side on the approach to the roundabout.

· Widen both the inbound and outbound hard shoulders between Whitestown Way and Killinarden Way by approximately 0.7m on the northern side and 0.8m on the southern side.

· Widen the northern side of the carriageway between Cookstown Road and Fortunestown Road by up to 2.5m.

· It is proposed that the bus lanes will be operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

· Reduce the speed limit between Cheeverstown Centre and Spawell Road roundabout from 60km/h to 50km/h.
Modification to existing speed limits will be subject to the necessary Speed Limit ByeLaw – details will be presented to the Members for their consideration in due course.

· Modify traffic islands to allow for straight through bus lanes at signalised junctions.

· Buses travelling in the outbound direction (away from Dublin city) will have approximately 4.27 kilometres of new bus lane. Buses travelling in the inbound direction (towards Dublin city) will have approximately 2.56 kilometres of new bus lane which will tie in with the existing bus lane.

· Relocation of a pedestrian crossing between Killinarden Heights and Fortunestown Road to the controlled signalised junctions at these locations. 

· Improve cycle and pedestrian facilities along the route.

· Upgrade all existing bus stops through the provision of new shelters, kassel kerbs etc.

· Provide 8 new bus stops (4 in the inbound direction and 4 in the outbound) at the following locations: 2 close to Avonmore Road junction, 2 close to Greenhills Road junction, 2 at Old Bawn Road junction and 2 at the footbridge to the square. 

· Provide significant savings for bus users in the morning and evening peak.

· Upgrade signalised junctions along the route to improve priority for buses on the approach to junctions.

All of the above are as detailed in QBNPO drawing numbers 423-DPD-001 to 0016 inclusive.
(b) Evaluation of the likely implications, if any, of the proposed development with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated: -

The scheme involves the implementation of a number of measures that will improve the efficiency of bus services operating along the route. A significant amount of bus lanes will be provided.

In addition, junctions along the route will be upgraded and modified to provide improved facilities for pedestrians and other vulnerable road users. Cycle facilities are also proposed along the majority of the route.

In light of the above, the proposed development is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

(c) List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development: 
	
	Name 
	Address

	1. 
	Olivia Morgan
	National Roads Authority (NRA), Programme & Regulatory Unit, St. Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, Dublin 4.

	2. 
	Eamonn Hoban-Shelley
	88 Kiltipper Gate, Kiltipper, Dublin 24.

	3. 
	Elizabeth M. Kirwan
	11 Montpelier View, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

	4. 
	Fionnuala Barker
	16 Cul Na Greine, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


LATE SUBMISSION

	5. 
	James Leahy
	Dublin Cycling Campaign, PO Box 10295, 
Dublin 6w.


SUMMARY of Submissions received within the specified period.

The main issues raised were:

	#
	Issue
	Response


	Submi-ssion no.
	No. of Submissions
	%

	1. 
	Supports scheme-

Funding for maintenance


	Future funding for maintenance of bus lanes will rest with the South Dublin County Council.


	1
	1
	14.3%

	2. 
	Supports scheme-

Conversion of on line bus stops to bus lay by’s.


	The future conversion of bus stops in to bus lay-bys depends on lands available to South Dublin County Council in the future, and resources being provided.

	1
	1
	14.3%

	3. 
	Supports scheme-

What routes will use this new QBC? 


	Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. Also Bus Eireann number 5 and 132 use the route. 

Dublin Bus is committed to improving services along the route in the future.


	2
	1
	28.5%

	4. 
	Supports scheme-

If passed, when is it likely to be in place? ASAP I hope.


	Contractors are to be on site the first quarter of 2011, if the scheme is giving the go ahead.
	2
	1
	14.3%

	5. 
	Supports scheme-

Concerns about the cycle facilities at the cookstown/N81 interchange 
	This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.


	3
	1
	28.5%

	6. 
	Concern about the level of services provided by the proposed bus lane. 

Pedestrian access to the bus route.
	Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. See table 1 below.

 Also Bus Eireann buses number 5 and 132 use the route. 

Dublin Bus is committed to improving services along the route in the future.

Table 1: Existing Dublin Bus schedule along the N81.

NUMBER OF BUSES 
INBOUND
OUTBOUND
AM PEAK
PM PEAK
OFF PEAK
ALL
AM PEAK
PM PEAK
OFF PEAK
ALL
07.00-10.00
16.00-19.00
10.00-16.00
DAY
07.00-10.00
16.00-19.00
10.00-16.00
DAY
50
5
6
10
30
5
6
10
33
54A
10
9
14
42
7
10
14
41
56A
6
5
10
30
6
5
11
29
65
4
2
4
15
3
4
3
14
65B
6
6
11
31
6
7
11
33
76/A/B
10
9
16
44
8
7
14
42
77
17
14
23
76
16
15
24
75
58
51
88
268
51
54
87
267
Source: Dublin Bus Timetable June 2009.

Every bus stop both existing and proposed are and will be serviced by footpaths.
	4
	1
	28.5%

	7. 
	Concern regarding:
Request the widening of bus lanes to 4.5m to cater for a 1.5m wide cycle lane. Where this is not possible the bus lane should be a shared bus/cycle lane 3.0m to 3.2m wide with a specific lower speed limit and with a cycle logo the same size as LANA BUS.

16 various comments on cycling issues
	There is insufficient space for a 4.5m wide combined bus and cycle lane. 

The current design is to be altered to have a uniformed 3.0m-3.2m wide bus lane with a varying width buffer zone along the length of the route. 
The current and proposed speed limit for the scheme are as follows:
From City Centre to Pelican Crossing at Cheeverstown House: 50 km/h.

· From Pelican Crossing at Cheeverstown house to Avonmore Road: 60 km/h (note: it is        proposed to amend to 50km/h the speed limit from Pelican Crossing at Cheeverstown house to Spawell Roundabout).

· From Avonmore Road to Outer Ring Road: 80 km/h. Proposed Bus lane speed limit to be 60km/h.

· From Outer Ring Road to Boherboy Road: 60 km/h.

Most are to be examined at Detailed Design stage.


	5
	1
	28.5


Summary of the issues with respect to the proper planning and development of the areas raised by persons or bodies who made submissions or observations and the response of the local authority thereto:


	
	       Name
	
	Comment
	Response

	1. 
	Olivia Morgan, National Roads Authority.
	a.

b.
	The NRA has no objections to the scheme, subject to the following:

Funding for maintenance should be sought from South Dublin County Council. The maintenance of road markings and road furniture relating to the bus lanes will not be funded by the Authority

The Authority seeks the conversion of online bus stops to bus lay-bys in the future. The NRA would welcome a commitment from SDCC to ensure that sufficient land is made available in due course to allow this conversion in the future.


	Future funding for maintenance will rest with the South Dublin County Council.

The future conversion of bus stops in to bus lay-bys depends on lands available to South Dublin County Council in the future.  



	2. 
	Eamonn Hoban-Shelley
	a.

b.

c.
	This is a fantastic idea; 

I’m assuming some routes will be diverted away from tallaght village with better access to N81 for Pedestrians? 

What routes will use this new QBC? This will cut journey times, which is very welcomed. 

If passed, when is it likely to be in place? ASAP I hope.
	· No plans to re-route buses at present.

· Every bus stop both existing and proposed are and will be serviced by footpaths.

Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. Also Bus Eireann buses number 5 and 132 use the route. ( See table 1 on page 5)

Contractors are to be on site late 2010, if the scheme is giving the go ahead. 

	
	Elizabeth M. Kirwan
	a.

b.


	Welcomes proposal. 

Notes that the current cycle route that was put in as part of the works for the Cookstown/N81 interchange (between Fortunestown Road/N81 junction and Cookstown Road/N81 junction) is hazardous, confusing, not maintained and poorly signed. 

The on-road cycle lane at the cookstown/N81 interchange is very dangerous. The yield sign appears not to catch the attention of motorists coming on to the N81.


	This section of the N81 at the interchange with Cookstown Way is outside the scope of the works proposed. 

The safety issues in relation to the on road cycle lane on the N81 has been mentioned in a safety audit, changes to this section of cycle lane are to be considered as part of the detailed design.


	3. 
	Fionnuala Barker
	a.
b.

	Level of usage of the proposed bus lane. 

Pedestrian access to the N81 from residential areas- 


	Currently the following Dublin Buses use the route: 50, 54A, 56A, 65,65B, 76/A/B and 77. Also Bus Eireann buses number 5 and 132 use the route. ( See table 1 on page 5)

Every bus stop both existing and proposed are and will be serviced by footpaths.




LATE SUBMISSIONS

	
	Name
	
	Comment
	Response

	4. 
	Dublin Cycling Campaign

Dublin Cycling Campaign
Dublin Cycling Campaign

	(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)
	The two way off-road cycle track at the toucan crossing on Fortunestown Road leaves cyclists going Westbound stranded.

Comment on the cycle lane dimensions at the Cookstown Road Junction.

The off road cycle tracks along the route do not allow for right turning manoeuvres. 

Notes that there is a gap in the off road cycle track opposite Killinarden Way.

Feels the off road cycle track at Blessington Road will not be used as intended. Also that it is not practical to provide an off road cycle track with 3 toucan crossings when a well designed bus/cycle lane could be provided instead.

Comments on gaps in the cycle track at Cookstown way/ Whitestown Way Junction.

It needs to be clear that drivers coming from Belgard Square South stop/yield to cyclists crossing the slip road.

Unclear how cyclist continue straight on the N81 at the Belgard Road Junction.

The width of the on road cycle facilities southbound on Belgard Road. 

Comments on the cycle facilities on Old Bawn Road

Information signs for cyclist in relation to the new roundabout layout at N81/Old Tallaght Road. 

Comment on the cycle facilities on the M50/N81 junction.

Comments in regard to turning manoeuvres and accessibility to the cycle facilities at the Spawell Roundabout.

The usage of the two-way cycle track north of the N81 by cyclist at present is questioned. Call for a well designed bus/cycle lane instead.

Comment on how it is not possible to turn right from eastbound off-road cycle track on the N81 to Corrybeg.

Comments on the removal of cycle lane where there is left turning traffic at the junction of Corrybeg and the N81.

Request the widening of bus lanes to 4.5m to cater for a 1.5m wide cycle lane. Where this is not possible the bus lane should be a shared bus/cycle lane 3.0m to 3.2m wide with a specific lower speed limit and with a cycle logo the same size as LANA BUS.

 
	This cycle track runs to the end of the scheme and beyond this point is outside the scope of the works. Tie in details will be considered at the detail design stage.

This section of the N81 at the interchange with Cookstown Way is outside the scope of the works proposed. The safety issues in relation to the on road cycle lane on the N81 has been mentioned in a safety audit, changes to this section of cycle lane are to be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

It is intended that cyclists use the existing and proposed Toucan crossings for making such manoeuvres.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

This section of off road cycle track is existing and provides an alternative to cycling on road for the less experience cyclist. The existing hard shoulder along this section is proposed to be converted to Bus lane, this in turn will provide for cyclists who wish to cycle on road.

There are existing cycle tracks in the noted gaps at this junction. Further design of the off road cycle facilities at this junction will be considered as part of the detail design.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

The on-road cycle facilities mentioned are existing and are outside the scope of the works.

Old Bawn Road is a separate scheme and is outside the scope of the works of the N81.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

.

This junction is outside the scope of the works.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

The N81 scheme provides well designed bus/cycle lanes in both directions the entire length of the scheme, with both on road and off road cycle facilities provided for.  

This is an existing cycling facility and at this time the scope of the works does not include for a crossing at this point on the N81 for cyclists or pedestrians. Existing toucan crossings are located approx 200m east and west of the junction of Corrybeg and the N81.

This will be examined at Detailed Design Stage.

There is insufficient space for a 4.5m wide combined bus and cycle lane. 

The current design is to be altered to have a uniformed 3.0m-3.2m wide bus lane with a varying width buffer zone along the length of the route. 


(d) Indication of the manner in which it is proposed to proceed:

Following consideration of the submissions received, the following modification to the scheme are proposed:

1 - The current design is to be altered to have a uniformed 3.0m-3.2m wide bus     lane with a varying width buffer zone along the length of the route. 

The detailed design of the scheme will keep reference to the submissions above in accordance with the responses.
Dublin Bus have indicated that they propose a high frequency QBC service along the N81 from Templeogue to Tallaght with frequencies of the order of buses every 10 minutes per direction.  This service will utilise the full benefits of the QBC works which are being developed by the QBN Project Office along the N81.
This report is submitted in compliance with the requirements of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – 2007.

Managers Recommendations:

It is recommended that the County Council approve of the proposed scheme subject to the one modification as set out in the foregoing report. 
QBN Project Office    
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