COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 08th March 2010


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Crowe, S.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dowds, R.
	Maloney, E.

	Duff, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Kearns, P.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	


	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh,  F.  Nevin, B. Coman

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Ni Dhomhnaill, J. Quinlivan, Y. Dervan, H. Hogan, P. Murphy, E. O’Gorman, L. Kelly, M. Maguire 

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan

	Senior Engineer
	J. Mc Loughlin

	T/ Heritage Officer
	Dr. R. Dwyer

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T. Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor Councillor M. Duff presided.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Mayor on his own behalf, and on behalf of the Elected Members, extended sympathies to the Mayor’s Secretary Ms Marie Sullivan on the recent death of her mother.
H1/0310 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th February 2010 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
Proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES

H2a)/0310   RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 9th FEBRUARY 2010

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES, COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/0310   LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 17th FEBRUARY     2010  DEALING WITH PLANNING (1 REPORT - GEO THERMAL HEAT),  DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, ROADS 

Planning Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. Frank Nevin, Director of Services and was CONSIDERED:


“The following motion was PASSED at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting 
on 17th February , 2010.


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:


That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council has discussions 
with those involved with geo-thermal energy work in our county to see if its possible 
to get a geo-thermal energy scheme centered in the most built up areas of our 
county up and running in the near future and that the council reports back to 
Councillors on the results of the discussions.


The following report by the Manager was READ:


South Dublin County Council has been in ongoing discussion with those promoting 
the exploitation of geothermal energy in South Dublin over a period of several years 
to date.  The Council supports the exploitation of geothermal energy for heat where 
technically feasible and economically viable to serve existing or planned future 
demand at appropriate locations throughout the County.  Working with Sustainable 
Energy Ireland (SEI), the Council has recently developed a planning model to assess 
heat demand in the Central Tallaght area and to test the feasibility of a range of 
means of meeting that demand, including deep geothermal.c) Lucan Clondalkin Area 
Committee (2) -23rd February 2010


Following contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, G. O' 
Connell and T. Delaney, Mr. P Hogan , Senior Planner responded to the queries raised 
and the report was NOTED.  It was AGREED that the above motion would be referred 
to the Council Meeting.”
Supplementary Report 8th March 2010

As indicated in the report to the Area Committee South Dublin County Council has 
been in ongoing discussion, (see appendix 1 attached), with those promoting the 
exploitation of geothermal energy in South Dublin over a period of several years to 
date.  


Working with Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI), the Council has recently developed a 
planning model to assess heat demand in the Central Tallaght area and to test the 
feasibility of a range of means of meeting that demand, including deep geothermal.  
The ‘Tallaght Study’ is nearing completion and identifies the provision of a district 
heating system as a key element of delivering geothermal energy to customers in 
South Dublin. Our conference on 12th Feb was an important step on developing the 
process, including the upcoming regulatory requirements. (Full conference details 
& papers here)

As suggested in the Motion it has consistently been the Councils position in meetings 
and correspondence with all interested parties that the Council would welcome a geo-
thermal energy scheme centred on the most built up areas of the County.  


In the first instance, any such scheme will require a district heating system to 
distribute heat in the form of hot water to customers.  Supported by the outcome of 
the Tallaght Study, the Council has therefore decided to progress a district heating 
system for the core area of existing heat demand in the most built-up area of the 
County, i.e. Central Tallaght.


 The principal advantage of such a system is that it may be fuelled by a range of 
more efficient and renewable energy sources than currently used.  It is envisaged 
that working with a small number of key stakeholders who are also high energy 
users, (eg. IT Tallaght and Tallaght Hospital), in the area, formal ‘Expressions of 
interest’ would initially be sought based on an Energy Services Company or ‘ESCO’ 
model.  This will also enable the Council to respond to proposals already received, 
(and potential proposals), from energy suppliers in compliance with EU procurement 
legislation and procedures.


Next steps :
1. Complete Tallaght Study. 

2. Establish stakeholder group and confirm feasibility. 

3. Produce project outline and commence expressions of interest procedure. 

4. Assess ESCO options, (including geo thermal), with stakeholder group. 

5. Establish District Heating Company for Tallaght and implement scheme.


APPENDIX 1 : District Heating/Geo thermal Actions from May 2008 to date

	Date
	Meeting with/attendance at :
	Action(s)

	May 2008
	Study visits to Pullach and Erdinger.


	Practical delivery of District Heating/geo thermal examined.



	13th January  2009
	Meeting with GTE, Manager’s Conference Room, SDCC

March pre-planning meeting agreed to by SDCC,
	GTE outlined overall programme and sought access to public land for exploration. SDCC sought details in writing. 

	19th February 2009
	Site Visit by SDCC Planning and Architects Dept Staff to CHP and District Heating system with MLP Facility Managers, Elm Park, Dublin
	Viewed operation of Energy Centre with Biomass, CHP ad Natural Gas District Heating

	15th June 09
	Meeting with GTE (Planning Dept)
	1. Potential of geo thermal noted.

2. Potential (if proven) should be utilised in existing/planned high energy use area.

	16th June 
	Staff attended and contributed to a one-day workshop on the Proposed Regulatory Framework for Geothermal Energy in Ireland at the DCENR, Beggar’s Bush
	Update on regulatory status of geothermal.  Input on related issues such as District heating  

	10th July 
	Meeting with Alternative energy sub committee of South Dublin Chamber, (chaired by Pat McLaughlin ITT). (Co Managers office.)
	Potential for delivery and use of renewable energys to be examined in the County.

	26th August
	Staff Met with Roisin Goodman, SLR Consulting and Gareth Jones, Conodate Ltd.
	Independent expert advice obtained.  Contact names in Cork CC and Southampton.

	16th September 
	Meeting with IT Tallaght in relation to Tallaght energy study (Co Managers office)
	Development of Tallaght study with SEI agreed.

	30th September- 1st October  
	Attendance by staff at European GTR-H conference on regulation of geothermal, held in Dublin and opened by Minister Conor Lenihan.
	Importance of regulation  and stage of development of geothermal energy across Europe noted.

	October 


	Meetings held with SEI on developing project. (Managers office/Planning Dept/Architects Dept.

Study visit to Southampton whilst in the UK by P Hogan, Senior Planner.
	· Energy study – Tallaght process developed.

· Energy MAP for SDCC

	13th October 
	SDCC staff attend meeting in DECNR.
	Update given to Dept officials.

	30th October 
	SEI brief SDCC Management Team on the energy MAP process.
	SEI project process agreed with Management Team

	9th November 
	Update on energy plan given to CPG.
	

	25th November 
	Staff attended and contributed to further one-day workshop on Licensing of exploration for and development of Geothermal Energy in Ireland at the DCENR, Beggar’s Bush
	Update on regulatory status of geothermal.  Input on related issues such as license area.

	30th November 
	Meeting with GTE (Planning Dept)
	Support for geo thermal confirmed.

Location of usage should be Tallaght.

Invited to participate in conference – accepted by GTE.

	December 2009
	Planning for conference/seminar on sustainable energy/communities commenced with SDCC/SEI/IT Tallaght/DCENR.
	Tentative date –early February 2010.

	10th December 
	Staff attended SEI ‘Planning for New Renewables’ Event, Kilkenny 
	Range and stage of development of a variety of Renewable energy options noted

	18th December 2009
	Meeting between officials of DCENR & SDCC senior management (Managers office)
	Briefing for Ministers to be arranged.

	18th January 2010
	Briefing with Minister Eamon Ryan & Junior Minister Conor Lenihan (Managers office)
	Ministers briefed on SDCC project(s) and request that they be kept updated.

	21st January 2010
	Staff attended Energy Ireland ‘Irish Renewable Energy Summit’, Dundalk 
	Range and stage of development of a variety of Renewable energy options noted

	12th February 2010
	SDCC conference-Civic Theatre, Tallaght

“Sustainable energy communities”

(Including  presentation by GTE).
	Current position & policy issues explored.

Current viable projects detailed.

Project(s) for South Dublin outlined.

	March 2010
	Meetings ongoing with stakeholders.”
	


A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors Keane, Dowds, Tuffy and Ridge who raised a number of queries in relation to the concept of exploitation of geothermal energy as a source of renewable energy within the county, the Council’s engagement with key stakeholders including SEI as experts on matters of renewable energy, and the timescale for delivery of the Tallaght Study which is currently underway.

The Manager responded to all Members queries and reiterated that, as evidenced from the schedule attached to the report circulated to the meeting, South Dublin County Council has been in ongoing discussion with those promoting the exploitation of geothermal energy in South Dublin over a period of time, that the Council supports the exploitation, delivering and use of geothermal energy where and when appropriate, and that the Tallaght Study which will be finalized within one month will be brought before the Council immediately thereafter for consideration.

The Managers Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Manager would bring an update report on the Tallaght Study to the members as soon as possible.
H2c)/0310  LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23rd FEBRUARY 2010  DEALING WITH HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT -  COMMUNITY GRANTS), CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1902
	Lucan & Leixlip Bowling Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	02/11/09
	€200

	GF1843
	Sruleen Community Development Association
	Enviromental Improvements Grant
	02/04/09
	€400

	GF 1904
	Clondalkin Community Games Youth Council
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	05/11/09
	€500

	GF 1905
	Griffeen Community Development Group
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	25/11/09
	€600

	GF1908
	Lucan St. Patrick's Day Committee
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	20/01/10
	€2,000

	GF 1853
	Grange View Awareness Group
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	22/04/09
	€500


Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report.


It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge      and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council    APPROVE the contributions as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds   and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (2) – 23rd February 2010 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/0310 TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 15th FEBRUARY 2010  DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT -  COMMUNITY GRANTS) , HOUSING  
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Arts Grants
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf691
	Tallaght Probation Project
	Promotion of graduate show exhibition
	26/2/2010
	€600

	Agf692
	Tallaght Photographic Soc.
	Open International Exhibition and Competition
	2/2/2010
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy  and RESOLVED:

            “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 15th February 2010 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H2e)/3010   TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 22nd FEBRUARY  2010

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/3010
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


On introduction of this item The Mayor, Cllr Mick Duff noting that all 6 committees have now commenced business and wished the Chairs, Directors and all the members of these committees success in their ventures over the coming years.  



 H4a)/0310 SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT AND PARKS 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i)  REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 10TH FEBRUARY 2010   (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 29TH APRIL 2009

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

 (i)  Report of Meeting held on 10th February 2010


“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr C. King, Chair  
	Billy Coman , Director of Services

	Cllr T. Ridge
	Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr D. Looney
	Alison Silke, Sports and Recreation Officer 

	Cllr M. Mc Donagh
	Thomas McDermott Sports Partnership

	Cllr D. Keating
	Jim Walsh, Director of Services

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	Brian Sheehan, Director of Services

	Cllr D. Keating
	 

	Cllr G. Kenny
	In Attendance

	Cllr B. Lawlor
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	Gerry Reardon FAI

	Sean Reid
	Jim Crawford Football in the Community Development Officer (Tallaght)

	Carmel Mc Cartney
	Gerard Glynn (JJ) Football in the Community Development Officer (Terenure / Rathfarnham)

	James Coghlan
	 


 
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1)    Minutes of previous meeting held on 29th of April 2009      
     
 Proposed: C. King

     
 Seconded: B. Lawlor


2)   Matters arising.
       
None


3)   Football in the Community Development Officer Presentation.

Presented by J. Crawford, G. Glynn and G. Reardon.  

The members commended the development officers on their work to date and 
enquired about the current vacancy in the Lucan area.  Members were advised that 
applications for this position are currently being short listed – interviews are to be 
held over the coming weeks.


Cllr Looney sought information in relation to cutbacks and how this may affect the 
delivery of the programme. Members were advised that provision has been made to 
allow this programme to run for the foreseeable future. 


A number of questions arose in relation to Soccer sisters, Show Racism the Red Card, 
Pitch Fees, Summer Time Leagues for Girls and Sports for all, to which B. Coman 
responded; advising that todate all of the above programmes have been completed 
successfully and further programmes will be rolled out in each area as required. 


 Cllr McDonagh sought information regarding training of referee’s. B. Coman advised 
that Spoirt Teic and Sports Flexibility trainees are to undergo this programme in the 
coming year.  Members of the public can also get information on the training 
programmes on offer via the FAI website.


4)  Sports Strategy Update
     
 Presented by Thos Mc Dermott , Coordinator of South Dublin Sports      
Partnership
      
Cllr King commended the work of the Sports Partnership to date, particularly the   
“Link to be active” programme. 
     
 Mrs C. McCartney and Cllr Mc Donagh sought information regarding minority sports 
and what supports are in place. Members where advised that groups  can apply 
for   
funding through the community grants scheme, and of training  programmes through 
the sports partnership such as child protection, code of ethics, volunteer training. 
Members were also made aware of the Volunteer Bureau and the service they offer 
in relation to Garda Vetting of volunteers.


 Mr C Johnston advised members of the upcoming Dublin Juvenile  Championships 
taking place in Tallaght Athletic club in March

 
5)   St Patricks Day Celebration

Mr W Sheils advised members that due to circumstances outside of the control of 
staff of SDCC we will not be in a position to host a day of celebration on the 17th of 
March.  A huge amount of work has been done to date on the programme but in light 
of the current industrial action staff feel it would not be feasible to go ahead with 
plans knowing that we might be in a situation where the event may be subsequently 
cancelled.


Cllr King, Cosgrave, and Looney thanks staff for the efforts to date. 


6)  AOB

Play Policy


A working group is currently being set up to revise the current Play Policy with a view 
to including elements of play outside of the play ground setting.  The working group 
will have representatives of Parks, Community, Housing, Public Realm and RAPID.  A 
representative from the SPC was sought – Cllr King volunteered to be the 
representative


Meeting concluded at 7.20pm.”
 
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 29th April 2009
	“Members    
	Officials
	Apologies

	Cllr. C. Brophy     
	P. Smith, Director of Services  
	Cllr. D. Corrigan

	Cllr. J. Daly  
	W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer  
	Cllr. T. Delaney

	Cllr. D. Keating
	  T. McDermott, Sports Partnership
	Cllr. R. Dowds

	Cllr. C. King  
	 
	Cllr. C. Jones

	Cllr. J. Neville   
	 
	Mr. A. Shields

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave  
	 
	 

	Mr. J. Coghlan
	 
	 

	Mr. C. Johnston
	 
	 

	Mr. S. Reid   
	 
	 



An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1)     Minutes of previous meeting held on 11th February 2009 were noted and 
approved.

2)    Matters arising.

3)    Community Facilities update.
   
  The report on Community Facilities was presented by Pat Smith and was NOTED.

4)   County Sports and Recreation Strategy Update
    
The report was presented by Thomas McDermott. Mr. S. Reid contributed to a debate 
and the report was NOTED.
 
5)   Sports Partnership Update
  
  The report was presented by Thomas McDermott. The members commended Mr. 
McDermott on the efforts of the Sports Partnership section and Cllrs. Cosgrave and 
King  contributed to the debate along with Mr. S. Reid. The report was NOTED.
 
6)    Tallaght Stadium update

The report on Tallaght Stadium was presented by Willie Sheils.  The report outlined 
progress on the second stand which will take approximately 16- 20 weeks 
construction, weather permitting.   The first international match took place in the 
stadium recently when Ireland played Poland in an Under 17 international. 

Cllrs. Cosgrave and Brophy contributed to a discussion about the present and future 
uses of the Stadium, along with messrs. Coughlan, Johnston and Reid.

The report was NOTED.”

The minutes were NOTED.
H4b)/0310 TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i)  REPORT OF MEETING HELD 11th FEBRUARY 2010  (ii)  REPORT ON MEETING SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE 7th  MAY 2009

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held 11th February 2010
“1.         Welcome from Chairperson

The Chairperson of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee, Councillor Derek 
Keating, welcomed each of the Members of the SPC to the first meeting of the new 
Committee. Councillor Keating also welcomed the Director, Mr. Jim Walsh and his 
Management Team to the meeting.


2.          Introduction

 The Chairman asked each Member of the SPC to introduce themselves and to give a 
brief summary of the issues that were of particular strategic importance to them. The 
Chairman also asked the Director to give a brief introduction and for each of the 
Officials to introduce themselves and their areas of responsibility.


3.         Transportation Issues

 Mr. P. Murphy gave a wide ranging presentation on current issues in the Roads and 
Transportation Department and summarised the position on a number of key 
transport related strategic projects from a South Dublin perspective.


Mr. Murphy also outlined for the benefit of the Committee Members the extensive 
work programme undertaken by the previous Strategic Policy Committee. 


It was AGREED following contributions from all the Members present that they would 
submit a list of the policy areas that they wished to be considered, in priority order, 
to the Director who following consultation with the Chairperson, would present a 
programme to the next SPC meeting for the agreement of the Members.


4.         Mobility Management

 Mr P. Murphy summarised the position in relation to mobility management in the 
County and some of the initiatives that had been taken by the Council in the last 
number of years. He also gave details of the results of the recent staff survey and 
highlighted a number of objectives and aims that would form the core of the next 3 
year Mobility Management Plan.


The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.


 _______________                               _______________


Councillor Derek Keating                            Date 


Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.

(ii)  Report on meeting scheduled to take place 7th May 2009
 
“As a quorum for the meeting was not available the meeting did not take place.”
Bottom of Form

The report was NOTED.

H4c)/0310 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE   (i)  REPORT OF MEETING HELD 17th FEBRUARY 2010   (ii)  MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 28th APRIL 2009

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting  held 17th February 2010
	 “Cllr Eamon Tuffy

Cllr Sean Crowe

Cllr Emma Coburn

Cllr Eamon Walsh

Cllr Maria Corr

Cllr Robert Dowds

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Pamela Kearns

Cllr William Lavelle

Cllr Gus O’ Connell

Donie Anderson

Neil Durkin

Jim Fay

Sean Giblin

John Kearns

Garrett Robinson
	Frank Nevin, Director of Planning

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner

William Purcell, Senior Engineer

Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer





Apologies: Cllr Trevor Gilligan


Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Chair of the Economic Development (including Planning) SPC 
welcomed the new members of the SPC and suggested that each member and staff 
introduce themselves. Frank Nevin outlined the objectives of the SPC system in 
general and the Economic Development SPC in particular. He confirmed that any 
assistance required by the members on access to information and meeting 
documentation would be provided by staff.

	
	1. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning SPC of 28th April 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Dowds, and Agreed.



	
	2. Heritage Plan for South Dublin County.
Dr Rosaleen Dwyer made a presentation on the details and history of the Heritage Plan. Cllrs Kearns, Dowds, O’Connell, Lavelle, Coburn and Tuffy made contributions and raised issues on access to heritage sites, urban heritage and specific sites to which Dr Dwyer responded.

Cllr E Tuffy, Chair thanked Dr Dwyer for the presentation and the members for their comments. He recommended that the Plan be now referred to the Arts & Culture SPC and full Council for consideration. This was AGREED.



	
	3. Taking in Charge Policy.

William Purcell presented a report on the details of the Draft Taking in Charge Policy. Following contributions from Cllrs Dowds, Lavelle, Tuffy and Sean Giblin, Frank Nevin suggested that a workshop for members on this issue be scheduled and that the matter be considered further at the next meeting. It was AGREED that Frank Nevin would schedule a workshop with the Chair, Cllr Tuffy.



	
	4. Matters Arising from Draft Development Plan Process.

Colin Ryan made a presentation on details of the current status of the Development Plan process and outlined issues on access rights that had been discussed during the process. Cllr Tuffy confirmed that he had had a number of Motions on this issue down for the Development Plan process that he now felt may be better dealt with through the SPC process, particularly through a working group. Garret Robinson, Jim Fay, Cllrs O’Connell and Tuffy contributed to the following debate.

It was AGREED : 

(a) A meeting of the SPC will be arranged in conjunction with the May Draft Plan meeting to seek the views of the full SPC. This request to be made to the OP & F meeting of the Council.

(b) A working group of SPC members and staff will be established to examine the issue of access rights. Members to include :

· Cllr Tuffy

· Cllr Lavelle,

· Cllr Cockburn,

· N Durkan,

· D Anderson

· G Robinson.

Frank Nevin will also schedule first meeting of the group with the Chair.



	
	5. Update on energy Plan for South Dublin County.
Frank Nevin outlined the seminar held in the Civic Theatre on 12th February and indicated to members where they could locate the presentations on the Council website. Paul Hogan presented details of the ongoing work and research in South Dublin County on energy issues. Further updates in this regard will be brought to the members of the SPC.




6. AOB.


John Kearns and Jim Fay expressed concern at the current economic situation in the 
County and suggested that the SPC should look specifically at issues in this regard. 
Frank Nevin accepted the concerns expressed and indicated that the issues discussed 
at this meeting were mainly ongoing from the work of the previous SPC and it should 
be noted that they did impact on the economic well being of the County. Cllr Tuffy, 
Chair, indicated that he would devise a new draft work plan for the SPC with 
Management for discussion at the next meeting.

         
The meeting concluded at 7.20 pm.”
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 28th April 2009
	“Cllr Eamon Tuffy

Cllr Sean Crowe

Cllr Mick Murphy

Cllr Eamon Walsh

Cllr Joe Neville

Cllr Robert Dowds

Cllr Shane O’Connor

Cllr Trevor Gilligan

Deirdre Mooney

Justin Byrne
	Frank Nevin, Director of Planning

Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer





Apologies: John Kearns; Cllr. Dorothy Corrigan, Noel O'Connor
	1. 
	Minutes 

The Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning SPC of 18th February 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Dowds, and agreed.



	2. 
	Economic Development Strategy 

Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, reminded the members of the presentation made to the February SPC meeting by Mr. Peter Byrne, Chief Executive Officer, of South Dublin Chamber, and invited comments or observations.



	3. 
	Review of Development Plan 

Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, presented an update report to the Committee, and advised that further reports would be made as the Review progressed.



	4. 
	Discussion on Enforcement Policy 

Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer, made a report and presentation to the Committee. 

Following a discussion to which Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Walsh, Justin Byrne, contributed, Frank Nevin, Director of Planning, stated that a revised Enforcement Policy could be considered in the context of the Review of the Development Plan, and that a report on the matter would be brought to a future SPC meeting.



	5. 
	Manager's Report on Innovation & Job Creation

Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, made a presentation to the Committee.

Councillors Tuffy, O’Connor, Walsh, and Mr. Byrne contributed to a discussion and Emer O’Gorman responded to questions.



	6. 
	A.O.B.

Cathaoirleach Eamon Tuffy noted that this was the last meeting of the current SPC, and thanked the members, Manager, and staff for their work over the last 5 years. As Cllr. Walsh advised the meeting that he was not standing for reelection, Cllr. Tuffy acknowledged, and thanked him for, his contribution to the SPC over the years.”


The minutes were NOTED.

 H4d)/0310 HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE   (i)    REPORT OF MEETING HELD 18th FEBRUARY 2010   (ii)  MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12th FEBRUARY 2009
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i)  Report of Meeting held 18th February 2010

“PRESENT:


Members:                                          
Council Officials:

Cllr E. Maloney  



B. Coman
Director of Services

Cllr Cathal King



H Hogan
Senior Executive Officer

Cllr P. Kearns     
 
 

Cllr M. Duff       
 
 

Cllr G. Kenny    
 
 

Cllr R Dowds  
 
 

Cllr B. Lawlor     



Cllr M McDonagh  



Cllr D Looney   



Ben Healy, Environment / Conservation



John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming



Betty Tyrrell Collard sent her apologies for her absence




H-I (1)  Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
Meeting held on 12th February, 2009 were proposed by Councillor E. Maloney 
seconded by Councillor C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and 
signed.

 
H-I(2)  Matters Arising 
            It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

 
H-I(3)  HOMELESS 

A presentation was made by Mr Cathal Morgan, Director of the Homeless Agency. 


The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


 “The vision contained in the Homeless Agency’s Action Plan 2007 – 2010 is the 
ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the end 
of 2010.  This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:


-                     The prevention of homelessness


-                     The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local 

authority areas


-                     The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate 


supports as required.


In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy, Pathway to Home, 
from the 1st April 2010 the Homeless Persons Unit which is located in the City Centre 
and provides an assessment and placement service to the four Dublin Authorities on 
an agency basis will cease to operate those functions.  From that date on all persons 
presenting as homeless will have to call to the relevant Council and will be assessed 
and, where necessary, placed in emergency accommodation by the Council.  South 
Dublin County has established a Homeless Unit to specifically address the needs of 
homeless persons who present from that date.


While it is the intention that all emergency accommodation for homeless persons 
should be within their own County, it is recognised that this is not possible in the 
short term and some of the existing emergency accommodation currently in use will 
continue for some time to allow an orderly withdrawal from it and its replacement in 
the other Counties.  The Council is actively seeking to progress the provision of 
emergency accommodation in the Tallaght and Clondalkin areas in particular and has 
identified a number of options which are currently being explored.


In 2007, the Board of the Homeless Agency Partnership adopted a statement of 
direction for emergency and transitional housing and support services called 
Pathways to Home, that identified the need to put in place ‘a model of housing and 
related housing and care services that support and maintain successful tenancies’.  It 
is also the aim to ensure that emergency accommodation is returned to its original 
intended use of being a short term support for homeless persons and to this end to 
move all persons residing in such accommodation into mainstream housing within 6 
months.  


To enable the achievement of this aim, the DoEHLG has provided two targeted 
schemes to address the long term housing needs of people progressing from 
emergency accommodation to independent living.  These schemes are known as 
Support to Live Independently (SLÍ) and the Homeless RAS initiative.  Both of these 
schemes envisage the procurement of accommodation largely in the private sector on 
a long term basis.  In the case of SLÍ accommodation, low to medium supports will 
be provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general support service which 
the DoEHLG and Homeless Agency are in the process of procuring.  The RAS option 
will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.  Tenants 
allocated housing under the schemes will be required to pay a rent based on the 
Council’s Differential Rent Scheme.  


The DoEHLG has indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the 
proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation which is currently being used as 
mainstream housing and that it will be of  a similar level to what was provided in 
2009.  


The four Dublin Local Authorities are currently undertaking a review of the particular 
challenges which exist in relation to persons becoming homeless following eviction on 
the grounds of anti-social behaviour with a view to the development of a uniform 
approach on a regional basis.


 The Council’s Scheme of Letting Priorities sets out the criteria for eligibility for 
housing based on homeless priority.  It is not envisaged that these criteria will need 
to be amended at this time.  The receipt of applications for housing accommodation 
significantly increased in 2009 and in line with current practice those applying for 
housing on the grounds of homelessness are placed on the Homeless Register for 
priority housing.  They are not included on the Housing List as well.


This Council is currently examining a number of options for the provision of 
Emergency accommodation within the County.  Specifically the use of Liscarne House 
in Clondalkin is being examined at present and other locations are being 
investigated.  A report will be brought to the Council in the near future in this regard.


 The Council has already been extremely active in the development of services for 
homeless persons within its administrative area and the following provides a brief 
summary of the services developed to date:


Transitional Accommodation
	Location
	Client Group
	No. of Housing Units
	No. of Beds
	Service Provider

	Kilcronan, Clondalkin
	Women & families escaping domestic violence
	 10
	  38
	Sonas Housing Association

	Russell Square, Tallaght
	Homeless persons with varying needs
	12
	40
	Sophia Housing Association

	Russell Square, Tallaght
	Women & families escaping domestic violence
	  5
	  16
	Sonas Housing Association



South Dublin County Council provides quarterly funding to each of the service 
providers towards the management and maintenance costs of these facilities.


Long Term Accommodation

The Council developed a project with Focus Ireland for the provision of 24 single 
person units at Deerpark, Tallaght allocated primarily to those registered as homeless 
with the Council and the units have been fully allocated.A further project developed 
with Peamount Housing Association involved the provision of ten single person units 
for homeless persons and the units are fully allocated.


Women’s Refuge

A premises has been provided by the Council in Tallaght for use as a women’s refuge 
with capacity for six families to be accommodated at any one time.  The service is 
managed by Saoirse Housing Association.  The refuge is fully operational since 
December 2006.


Outreach Service

 The Council has appointed an Outreach Worker whose work focuses on:


-                     Interviewing and assessing the needs of applicants for inclusion on 


the Council’s Homeless Register.


-                     Families in emergency accommodation


-                     Long term residents of hostels


-                     People sleeping rough


Tenancy Sustainment Service

 The Council has established a Tenancy Sustainment Service to provide tenancy 
support for homeless persons being allocated permanent housing and to address the 
needs of existing tenants within the public, voluntary and private rented housing 
sectors who may be vulnerable to homelessness.


In 2009, South Dublin County Council directly provided permanent accommodation to 
23 homeless applicants with a further 10 being accommodated in the voluntary 
housing sector.  At present, there are 91 applicants on the Council’s Homeless 
Register.  Of those, 50 are in Transitional Housing, 37 are in hostel / B&B emergency 
accommodation and 4 are accommodated in hospital.


The Council is fully committed to implementation of the Homeless Strategy, will 
continue to develop the provision of local responses to meet the needs of homeless 
applicants within the Council’s administrative area and has set up a dedicated team 
from within existing resources in order to streamline the implementation of the 
Strategy.”


Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development, summarised the report.


Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney and M. Duff contributed Mr. B. 
Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development, responded to queries raised.


 The presentation and report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Homeless would 
remain as a standing item on future agendas for the Housing and Social Development 
Strategic Policy Committee.


H-I(4)  DEVELOPMENT PLAN PARTV/AFFORDABLE

The following presentation which had been circulated was NOTED:


Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development, summarised the 
presentation.


Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, B. Lawlor, G. Kenny, M. 
McDonagh, M. Duff, and P. Kearns contributed Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing 
and Social Development, responded to queries raised.


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Sectoral Net Affordability as outlined 
in the presentation be 15%.


H-I (5) ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires each Housing Authority to 
draw up and adopt An Anti Social Behaviour Strategy in respect of 


·         Dwellings let by the Housing Authority to tenants under the Housing Acts 1966 
to 2009 


·         Dwellings in which relevant purchasers reside 


·         Sites for the Accommodation of Travellers 


·         Dwellings covered by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 


·         Dwellings owned and provided by Housing Associations


The significant anti-social behaviour provisions in the 2009 Act came into operation 
on 1 December 2009, as provided for in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009 (Commencement) Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 449 of 2009) primarily:


·         Section 35 of the Act, requires the elected members of each housing authority 
to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy within one year of the 
commencement of the section, that is to say, by 30 November 2010. The strategy 
must set out measures to promote good estate management and co-operation with 
other bodies, such as the Gardaí, that have a role to play in combating anti-social 
behaviour 


·          Items 1(a) and 5 of Part 5 of Schedule 2, amending the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, to extend the definition of "anti-social 
behaviour" to cover graffiti and damage to property, and to apply existing anti-social 
behaviour provisions, including the power to exchange information about housing 
applicants or beneficiaries engaged in anti-social behaviour, to a broader range of 
social accommodation, including accommodation provided through rental 
arrangements. 


Before the strategy can be adopted the Council must consult with a range of bodies 
including the joint Policing Committee, The Garda Siochana, the HSE and any other 
person considered appropriate by the Council. A good deal of preparatory work has 
been undertaken in the drawing up of a draft strategy  by a sub committee of the 
last Housing and Social SPC.  The strategy will apply to those parts of its 
administrative area where the authority has: - 


(a) dwellings let under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2009; 


(b) dwellings that are the subject of Chapter 4 tenancy agreements [RAS]1; 


(c) dwellings in which relevant purchasers live; and 


(d) sites for travellers (site in this context is defined in the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1997, as amended). 


Link to the new legislation for information 


The draft strategy contains a good start at a blueprint for how the Council will deal 
with Anti Social Behaviour in the future in a multi-faceted way.  The valuable working 
relationships which have been cultivated with the Gardaí and the HSE will be utilised 
to the full so as to deal effectively with the serious cases which the Council is 
presented with.  Experience has shown that a multi agency approach produces the 
most positive outcomes when dealing with complicated cases where anti social 
behaviour is often a symptom of underlying dysfunctionality within families.  All too 
often the obvious solution of eviction may not be the best solution in the interest of 
all family members.


The first step in the coordinated and collaborative approach to serious anti social 
incidents, which is being implemented, involves ensuring that all sections and 
departments of the Council are fully involved and engaged in finding solutions to the 
numerous problem cases which arise annually.


It should also be noted however that the Council is now adopting a very tough 
attitude to tenants or sub-tenants who show unwillingness to engage in a meaningful 
way with it or other agencies incorporating a regime of warnings whereby a Verbal 
Warning will be followed by a Written Warning and subsequently Notice to Quit and 
proceedings in the Civil Courts if initial responses are not considered adequate and 
genuine.


It should be noted that as the responsibility for the reception and placement of 

homeless now rests fully with the all 4 Dublin Councils it will be necessary to bring 
forward strategies which will be broadly similar and complimentary in this area. 


To assist the Council in drawing up the ASB Strategy it is now recommended that any 
member wishing to consider suggestions to the draft policy / strategy may meet in 
person with Billy Coman Director Services and Hugh Hogan Senior Executive Officer 
and we would encourage members of the Housing SPC to do so to assist in the 
formulation of the new Strategy.”


Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development, summarised the report.


Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. McDonagh and G. Kenny 
contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development, responded 
to queries raised.


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to have a specific meeting on this subject 
at the end of March 2010.


H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.”          

The report was NOTED.
(ii)   Minutes of Meeting held 12th February 2009

“PRESENT:


Members:


Council Officials:

M. Ardagh


B. Coman
          Director of Services

M. Corr



H Hogan                     Senior Executive Officer

T. Gilligan


M O Shaughnessy        Senior Executive Officer

J. Hannon


M. Fagan
          Senior Executive Officer

C. King



E Conlon
          Staff Officer

E. Maloney
 
 

T. Ridge



R. Smyth,  Tallaght Community Radio Forum



M. Healy, Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit



Apologies were received from the following for inability to attend:



Cllr. T. McDermott



Ms B. Tyrrell Collard, CPSU & ICTU, Trade Union




Councillor E. Maloney chaired the meeting.


H-I(1)              Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
Meeting held on 13th November, 2008 were proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh 
seconded by Cllr. C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)              Matters Arising
                        It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


H-I(3)              RAS Update

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) commenced in South Dublin County 
Council in 2005.  To date 626 Rent Supplement Recipients have been transferred to 
RAS.  A total of 189 vacant properties have been contracted into RAS.  These 
properties are required to meet the needs of those Rent Supplement 
Recipients whose landlords are not interested in contracting into RAS or where their 
existing accommodation does not suit their requirements due to its size or its failure 
to meet the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations.


One hundred of the Rent Supplement Recipients transferred are now in 
accommodation which is owned by South Dublin County Council and designated 
RAS.  This accommodation is managed and maintained by North & East Voluntary 
Housing Association Ltd. under a Service Level Agreement which became effective on 
1st January 2009.


Inspections under the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 1993 are 
also managed by the RAS Unit.  At the end of 2008 a total of 1695 properties had 
been inspected.  New regulations came into effect on 1st February 2009 Housing 
(Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008.  These regulations include 
additional requirements which will give rise to the phasing-out of traditional 'bedsit' 
accommodation and takes into account the particular requirements of multi unit 
dwellings.  


During 2009 it is proposed to transfer 400 Rent Supplement Recipients to RAS.  In 
addition approximately 190 Rent Supplement Recipients will be accommodated in 
standard local authority homes, voluntary homes and Part V procured homes.”


Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services 
summarised the report


Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, M. Ardagh, E. Maloney 
and Ms. M Healy contributed, Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer responded to 
queries raised.


The report was NOTED.


H-I(4)              Tenancy Agreement

 “A subgroup of the Housing and Social SPC has been established for the purpose of 
reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the 
Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of 
Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the DoEHLG 
in 2006 will also form part of the overall review.  The purpose of the review is to 
strengthen the enforcement powers available to the Housing Authority having regard 
to the changing profile of our local communities. The sub group comprises the 
following members of the SPC; Mayor M.Corr, Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr C. King and Ms. Betty 
Tyrell- Callard.  The inaugural meeting of the group was held on the 7th October 2008 
when the following ten no. recommendations were made by the Members:


1.      Members want a review of Computer System for Housing.


2.      If new system cannot be introduced the Housing Application Form will need to 
be simplified.


3.      Councillors 20 recommendations in relation to Tenancy Agreement previously 
agreed to be revisited.


4.      Manchester initiatives in relation to anti social behaviour to be incorporated in 
draft documentation.      


5.      There should be a mechanism in place to ensure that what is agreed by various 
agencies at case conferences is followed through. 


6.      Housing Application Form should stress what a tenant’s responsibilities/duties 
are while they are in Private Rented Accommodation awaiting allocation of house.


7.      We should aspire to ensuring that someone evicted for Anti-Social behaviour 
not be allowed to get private rented within 3 mile radius. 


8.      Duties and responsibilities of applicants and tenants to be stressed at all times 
and on all application forms.


9.      Gardaí not to be involved in sub group discussions until we are certain where 
our responsibilities end and theirs begin. 


10.    Elected members suggested that a representative, possibly from a Housing 
Association, be advised on the strategy.      


It is hoped to complete the review by lst quarter of 2009.”

             It was AGREED to take Headed Item No. 5 in conjunction with the above Headed 
Item


H-I(5)  Anti – Social Behaviour

“The Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy document entitled “A Safe and Peaceful 
Place to live" was adopted in February 2005.  The purpose of the policy was to create 
and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin 
County Council by actively tackling anti social behaviour through prevention, 
enforcement, support and rehabilitation.


www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications/pdf

A sub-committee of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was 
established for the purpose of reviewing the aforementioned Policy document aimed 
at building on the UK experience of Manchester City Council in dealing with anti-social 
behaviour with a particular focus on inter-agency co-operation, enforcement 
powers, victim focus, perpetrators rights and PR campaign. The sub-committee 
comprises of 3 members, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr. Cathal King and Ms. Betty Tyrrell-
Collard (representing Trade Union interest).


The inaugural meeting of the committee was held on the 23rd October 2007. The 
second meeting of the sub group took place on the 08th January 2008. A third 
meeting of the group was held on the 7th October 2008 when the following 10 no. 
recommendations were made by the Members:


1.      Members want a review of the Computer System for Housing.


2.      If a new system cannot be introduced the Housing Application Form will need 
to be simplified.


3.      Councillors 20 recommendations in relation to Tenancy Agreement previously 
agreed to be revisited.


4.      Manchester initiatives in relation to anti social behaviour to be incorporated in 
draft documentation.      


5.      There should be a mechanism in place to ensure that what is agreed by various 
agencies at case conferences is followed through. 


6.      Housing Application Form should stress what a tenant’s responsibilities/duties 
are while they are in Private Rented Accommodation awaiting allocation of house.


7.      We should aspire to ensuring that someone evicted for Anti-Social behaviour 
not be allowed to get private rented within 3 mile radius. 


8.      Duties and responsibilities of applicants and tenants to be stressed at all times 
and on all application forms.


9.      Gardaí not to be involved in sub group discussions until we are certain where 
our responsibilities end and theirs begin. 


10. Elected members suggested that a representative, possibly from a Housing 
Association, be advised on the strategy.      


The recently published Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 
(http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLo
ad,17932,en.pdf) contains provisions in relation to anti social behaviour in local 
authority housing estates.  Each Housing Authority will be required to draw and adopt 
an anti social behaviour strategy, the principal objectives of which shall be as follows:


(a) the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour


(b) the co-ordination of services within the housing authority directed at dealing with, 
or preventing or reducing, anti-social behaviour.


(c) the promotion of co-operation with other persons, including the Garda Siochána, 
in the performance of their respective functions insofar as they relate to dealing with, 
or the prevention or reduction of, anti social behaviour, having regard to the need to 
avoid duplication of activities by the housing authority and such other persons in the 
performance of those functions, and


(d) the promotion of good estate management.


The Anti social behaviour strategy will set out the proposals of the Housing Authority 
for achieving these objectives including:


(a) procedures in relation to the making of complaints to the housing authority in 
respect of anti social behaviour; 


(b) initiatives for the prevention and reduction of anti social behaviour;


(c) the provision of education relating to, and the carrying out of research into, anti 
social behaviour and its prevention and reduction. 


In drawing up its anti social behaviour strategy Housing Authorities will be required 
to consult with -  


(a)   any joint policing committee established under section 36 of the Garda Siochána 
Act 2005 in respect of its administrative area.


(b) the Garda Siochána,


(c) the Health Service Executive, and


(d) any other person as the authority considers appropriate.


The full text of the relevant section of the Bill is included hereunder for clarity.   
There are indications that this bill may be passed into law next month and while the 
final wording of the legislation cannot be anticipated it is expected that this section of 
the bill will be retained.


The drawing up and adoption of the anti social behaviour strategy will be a reserved 
function of the Council.   A draft strategy has been prepared and the Scheme of 
Letting priorities and the Tenancy Agreement are currently being updated at the end 
of which process a meeting of the working group will be convened to examine the 
draft documents before they are brought to the committee proper.


 Section 34 of The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 reads as follows.


“34.—(1) A housing authority shall, within one year of the 


commencement of this section, draw up and adopt a strategy (in this


section referred to as an “anti-social behaviour strategy”) in respect


of that part or those parts of its administrative area in which are


situated—


(a) dwellings let by the housing authority to tenants under the 


Housing Acts 1966 to 2008,


(b) dwellings in which relevant purchasers (within the meaning


of section 1 of the Act of 1997) reside, and


(c) sites (within the meaning of section 1 of the Act of 1997).


(2) An anti-social behaviour strategy shall have as its principal 


objectives—


(a) the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour,


(b) the co-ordination of services within the housing authority


directed at dealing with, or preventing or reducing, antisocial


behaviour,


(c) the promotion of co-operation with other persons, including


the Garda Siochana, in the performance of their


respective functions insofar as they relate to dealing with,


or the prevention or reduction of, anti-social behaviour,


having regard to the need to avoid duplication of activities by the housing authority 
and such other persons in the performance of those functions, and


(d) the promotion of good estate management.


(3) An anti-social behaviour strategy shall set out the proposals


of the housing authority for achieving the principal objectives


15 referred to in subsection (2), including, but not necessarily limited to,


the following:


(a) procedures in relation to the making of complaints to the


housing authority in respect of anti-social behaviour;


(b) initiatives for the prevention and reduction of anti-social


20 behaviour;


(c) the provision of education relating to, and the carrying out


of research into, anti-social behaviour and its prevention


and reduction.


(4) A housing authority—


25 (a) shall, not less than 6 months before the expiration of its


housing services plan, and


(b) may, from time to time as it thinks fit,


review its anti-social behaviour strategy and amend the strategy or


draw up and adopt a new strategy, as it considers appropriate.


(5) When drawing up a strategy, or before amending a strategy, a


housing authority shall consult with—


(a) any joint policing committee established under section 36


of the Garda Siochana Act 2005 in respect of its administrative


area,


(b) the Garda Siochana,


(c) the Health Service Executive, and


(d) any other person as the authority considers appropriate.


(6) The drawing up and adoption of, and the amendment of, an


anti-social behaviour strategy shall be a reserved function.


(7) The drawing up and adoption of, and amendment of, an antisocial


behaviour strategy is not to be taken to confer on any person


a right in law that the person would not otherwise have to require a


housing authority in a particular case to exercise any function conferred


on it under the Act of 1997 or this Act or to seek damages


for a housing authority’s failure to perform any such function.”


Mr Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the reports.


Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, E. Maloney and Ms M 
Healy contributed Mr Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr B Coman, Director 
of Services responded to queries raised. It was AGREED that a meeting of the 
Subgroup, set up to advance the preparation of the Anti-social Strategy and Review 
of Scheme of Letting Priorities and Tenancy Agreement, would meet in early March, 
2009.


The reports were NOTED.


H-I(6)              Affordable Homes
 
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“South Dublin County Council currently has 247 homes available for sale. 85 of the 
homes are in the ownership of South Dublin County Council and the remaining 162 
are being sold directly to eligible applicants by the developer through the direct sales 
process. Because of the current economic conditions, falling house prices on the open 
market, difficulties sourcing mortgage finance, both the Council and developers are 
encountering challenges in selling the affordable homes. At present there are 2585 
approved applicants for affordable housing on our list.


While this Council has been in discussions with the Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government in relation to the foregoing issue, the Affordable 
Homes Partnership has co-ordinated the position with a number of local authorities 
on unsold homes on behalf of the Department of the Environment , Heritage and 
Local Government.  The matter is of concern for a number of local authorities 
nationally and is under review. A number of options such as;


·         Affordable rental 


·         Rent to buy option 


·         Transfer to Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) where appropriate 


·         Transfer to social housing where appropriate and subject to DOE funding. 


·         Discounting the affordable price


are currently being examined by this local authority and other local authorities 
together with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in 
order to reach a satisfactory solution. 


In developments where the price of the homes remains affordable when compared to 
the current market price, our marketing strategy is being reviewed in an effort to sell 
the current stock.  However, this Council is conscious of the fact that the eligible 
applicants have to be  provided with a home that  is reasonably priced, affordable 
and suitable to their needs.” 


Ms M O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.


Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Ardagh, T. Gilligan, and Ms M. Healy 
contributed Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries 
raised. It was AGREED that Housing Department would obtain further information in 
relation to the development in Gilabbey Court, Cork, as presented at the September 
Meeting of the Housing and Social SPC, and consider if this type of development 
would be appropriate or suitable for South Dublin County Council.


The report was NOTED.


The meeting concluded at   7 pm.   

 


Sìniù:   ______________________                Dàta    :_____________________


An Cathaoirleach”        

The Minutes were NOTED.

H4e)/0310 ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY    COMMITTEE    (i)  REPORT OF MEETING HELD 22nd FEBRUARY 2010   (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 27th APRIL 2009
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) Report of Meeting held 22nd February 2010

“Attendance:


Members:



Officials:


Cllr M. Corr – Chair


Teresa Walsh, Director of Services


Cllr P. Cosgrave


Georgina Byrne, County 
Librarian


Cllr S. Crowe

         

Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha, Irish Officer


Cllr T. Delaney


Orla Scannell, Arts Officer


Cllr J. Hannon



Rosaleen Dwyer, T/Heritage Officer


Cllr C. Keane



Colin Ryan, Senior Planner


Cllr G. O’Connell


Karen Philips, Exec Director, Rua Red


Cllr E. Walsh


Sectoral:



Apologies:


Breda Bollard



Cllr Mick Duff


John Conroy



Cllr Cathriona Jones


Jim Fay







Absent:







Ann Fitzpatrick


Councillor M. Corr presided.


H (1) – Headed Item 1 – Minutes


The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy 
Committee meeting of 27th April 2009 were proposed by Councillor C. Keane 
seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and confirmed and approved as a true record 
and signed.


H (2) – Headed Item 2 – Introduction


Councillor M. Corr introduced herself and invited members of the Committee to 
introduce themselves and give a brief outline of their background.


H (3) – Headed Item 3 – Library Development Plan 2007-2011


The County Librarian, Georgina Byrne gave a presentation  on the 
Library_Development_Plan_2007-2011  highlighting the achievements of the Library 
service in recent years and outlining future events and up to date statistics showing 
the increase in the use of the Library services and the importance of these services to 
the residents of the County both in educational and cultural terms.


Cllr. G O’Connell, Cllr. J Hannon, Mr. Jim Fay and Cllr. C. Keane made contributions 
and raised issues such as using community spaces as capsule libraries and the 
increased usage of libraries since the economic downturn to which Ms. G Byrne 
responded.  


The report was Noted and it was agreed that a report on Ballyroan Library would 
appear on the next Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy 
Committee Agenda.


H (4) -
Headed Item 4 - Dreachtsceim na Gaeilge 2010 -2012 (Draft Irish Language Scheme 2010 – 2012)







The Irish Officer, Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha made a presentation on the Draft_Irish 
Language Scheme 2010-2012 and the Council’s obligations under Section 11 of the 
Official Languages Act 2003.  


Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. Sean Crowe, Cllr. E Walsh, Cllr. C. Keane and Cllr. G O’Connell 
made contributions and raised issues such as the provision of an Irish Language 
Quarter and road signage in Irish to which Ms. A Nic Dhonnacha and Ms. T Walsh 
responded.


The report was Noted and it was agreed to forward the Dreachtsceim na Gaeilge 
2010 -2012 (Draft Irish Language Scheme 2010 - 2012) to the March 2010 Council 
Meeting for approval.


Rinne an tOifigeach Gaeilge, Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha  cuir síos ar  dreacht Scéim na 
Gaeilge 2010 -2012 agus dualgasaí an Chomhairle faoi mhír 11 den Acht na 
dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003

Labhair Comh.P Cosgrave, Comh. Sean Crowe, Comh.. E Walsh, Comh.. C. Keane 
agus Comh. G O’Connell agus chuir siad ceist faoin Ceathrú Gaelach agus comharthaí 
bóithre i nGaeilge. D’fhreagair  A Nic Dhonnacha agus. T Walsh na ceisteanna.


Bhí an tuarascáil Nótáilte agus d’aontaigh an cruinniú an dréacht a chuir ar aghaidh 
 go dtí Cruinniú Comhairle na Marta chun é a mholadh.

H (5) -
Headed Item 5 – Arts Presentation – Update of Rua Red


Ms Karen Phillips, Executive Director of Rua Red Arts Centre presented an update

on the operation and strategic development of the arts centre and its programmes 
since Rua Red opened in 2009.


Mr. John Conroy, Cllr. G O’Connell, Cllr E Walsh, Ms. B. Bollard and Cllr. C. Keane 
made contributions and such as cuts in Arts funding generally and making the Arts 
easy to access in South Dublin County to which Ms. O Scannell and Ms. K Phillips 
responded.


The report was NOTED


At this point Ms Teresa Walsh, Director of Services called for nominations from the 
Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC to the Board of Rua Red South 
Dublin County Arts Centre. She outlined the following

There are 3 representatives from the SPC on the Board as follows:


1
Chairperson of the SPC 


1 
Elected member of the SPC


1 
Non elected member of the SPC

The term of office is three years, members can  be appointed for a second three year term. 


The first appointments excluding the chair from the previous Strategic Policy 
Committee (2004-2009) took place in May 2008 and they were:

·  Councillor Cait Keane – elected member

·  Ms. Breda Bollard – non-elected member


It was suggested and agreed to continue their membership until their three year term 


Councillor Keane was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon and seconded by Councillor 
P. Cosgrave.


Ms Breda Bollard was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor T. 
Delaney.


Cllr M. Corr as chair of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC is 
de facto a member of the RuaRed South Dublin County Arts Centre Board of 
Directors. 


H (6) -
Headed Item 6 – Draft Heritage Plan


The details and history of the Draft Heritage Plan was presented by Ms Rosaleen 
Dwyer, T/Heritage Officer. Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. C Keane and Mr. Jim Fay made 
contributions and raised issues such as funding in relation to National Monuments, 
Round Tower Clondalkin, St. Maelruain’s and Tourism and Heritage to which Ms. 
Rosaleen Dwyer and Mr. Colin Ryan responded.


The report was NOTED.


The Meeting concluded at 7.10p.m.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 27th April 2009

“Attendance:


Members:                                                         Officials

Cllr. J. Hannon                                                     P. Smith, Director


Cllr. G. O’Connell                                                 W.Sheils, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr. S. O’Conchuir                                               G. Byrne, County Librarian


Cllr. J. Neville                                                      K. Philips, E/Director, Arts Centre


Cllr. C. Jones


Cllr. M. Ardagh                                                               


Cllr. T. Delaney                                                   Apologies


Cllr. C. Keane                                                      Cllr. J. Lahart


B.Bollard                                                             Cllr. T. McDermott


J. Fay                                                                  A. Fitzpatrick


E. Smart


An Cathaoirleach, J. Hannon presided. Cllr. C. Keane took over the chair when Cllr. 
Hannon had to leave the meeting at 6.00p.m.

1. Minutes of meeting of 23rd February 2009 – proposed by Cllr. Ardagh and seconded by Cllr. Keane and AGREED.

2. Farmers’ Market Update

W. Sheils presented a report to the members on the Farmers’ Market. The market has been operating successfully since it’s re-establishment on 17th April, and will take place every Friday from 11.00a.m. until 4.00p.m.

There have been approximately twenty stalls selling a range of fresh produce , and it is expected that this number will increase as the weeks go by. There is a fishmonger, as requested by the members, and there is also a jazz musician to lend a bit of atmosphere to the market. 

There have been one or two minor glitches, but nothing of any substance, and the venture seems to be a popular one so far.

There are plans to involve musicians and artists to broaden the range and appeal of the market and the overall format will be reviewed periodically to try and ensure a good balance.

Cllrs. Delaney, Keane, Hannon and O’Connell and Ms. B. Bollard all contributed to a debate, and welcomed the re-establishment of the market. The possibility of fruit and vegetables from allotments going on sale in the market was raised and the members requested that this option be investigated.

W. Sheils responded and the report was NOTED.

3. Libraries update
Georgina Byrne, the new County Librarian presented an update on the County Library, which included a statistical review and other initiatives recently introduced into the Libraries system.

Following a general discussion, to which Cllrs. Hannon, Keane , O’Connell, Ardagh, Delaney, Neville and O’Conchuir contributed, the work of the libraries was praised and Ms. Byrne was congratulated on her appointment as Count Librarian and commended for all the new initiatives currently underway.

The report was NOTED.

4. RED County Arts Centre – Update


The update took the form of a Power-point presentation and was delivered by Ms. 
Karen Philips, Executive Director of the Arts Centre.


Cllrs. Ardagh, and Mr. J. Fay contributed to a debate on the presentation. Ms. Philips 
and Mr. Sheils answered questions and the report was NOTED.

5. Any other business

W.Sheils reported to the meeting on the idea of re-activating the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Tallaght. It is proposed to initiate contacts in an effort to mark the day with an appropriate form of celebration. 

A lively debate followed to which Cllrs. Ardagh,  Keane, O’Conchuir, and Jones contributed along with Mr. J. Fay and MS. B. Bollard.  W.Sheils responded and the report was NOTED.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
H5/0310
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS:
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13(f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q8 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0310
 HOUSING GRANT APPLICATIONS 


QUESTION: Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager to state what number of works have commenced this year relating to applications for grants under the housing aid for older people, housing adaption grant etc. and to provide a breakdown of how many are social and how many are private?


REPLY:

The Council currently operates 2 schemes to assist those in privately owned 
accommodation to carry out adaptations on the basis of medical need to their 
dwellings under the Housing Adaptation Grants Scheme for People with a 
Disability and  the Mobility Aids Grant Scheme. The Housing Aid for Older People 
Scheme is also available to assist older people living in poor housing conditions to 
have necessary repairs or improvements carried out. Tenants of the Council can 
apply for alterations on the basis of medical need under the Disabled Persons Grants 
Scheme.


The number of applications approved to date in 2010 for these schemes is as follows:


Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme: 26 applications approved


Mobility Aids Grant Scheme: 3 applications approved


Housing Aid for Older People Scheme: 17 applications approved


Disabled Persons Grant Scheme for Tenants: 5 applications approved


It is important to note that the 3 schemes that deal with the needs of applicants who 
are in privately owned accommodation are funded 80% by the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government and 20% from the Council's own 
resources. The Disabled Persons Grants Scheme for Tenants is normally funded 
100% from the Council's own resources. It is expected that the funding position for 
2010 will be clarified shortly. 

Bottom of Form

Q2/0310
HOUSING GRANT APPLICATIONS

QUESTION: Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager (A) how many applications for grants currently exist under the housing aid for older people, housing adaption grant, mobility aids grant etc, (B) how many of these works is it envisaged will be commenced this year and (C) how many of these will be private and how many will be social?

REPLY:

The Council currently operates 2 schemes to assist those in privately owned 
accommodation to carry out adaptations on the basis of medical need to their 
dwellings under the Housing Adaptation Grants Scheme for People with a Disability 
and  the Mobility Aids Grant Scheme. The  Housing Aid for Older People Scheme is 
also available to assist older people living in poor housing conditions in privately 
owned properties to have necessary repairs or improvements carried out. Tenants of 
the Council can apply for alterations on the basis of medical need under the Disabled 
Persons Grants Scheme.


The number of applications currently on hand is as follows:


Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme: 119 applications on hand


Mobility Aids Grant Scheme: 5 applications on hand


Housing Aid for Older People: 14 applications on hand


Disabled Persons Grant Scheme for Tenants: 336 applications on hand.


It is important to note that the 3 schemes that deal with the needs of applicants who 
are living in privately owned accommodation are funded 80% by the Department of 
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and 20% from the Council's own 
resources. The Disabled Persons Grants Scheme for Tenants is normally funded 
100% from the Council's own resources. As funding levels for 2010 for these 
schemes have not been finalised yet, it is not possible to state with any certainty how 
many applications will be carried out this year nor how these will be broken down in 
terms of grants for those in privately owned dwellings and grants for those in Council 
rented dwellings. It is expected that the funding position for 2010 will be clarified 
shortly. Subject to the availability of at least similar levels of funding to that available 
in 2009,it is hoped that the 2010 figures would at least mirror the figures for 2009 
which are as follows:


 Total number of Grant applications approved in 2009 under all schemes: 519 
applications.A summary of approvals under the different grant types is set out below.


Number of Grants Approved for Private Dwellings: 408. This figure is comprised of 
226 Housing Adaptation Grants for People with a Disability, 24 Mobility Aids Grants, 
105 Housing Aid for Older People Grants and 53 grants paid under the old Disabled 
Persons Grant Scheme, which has been discontinued and replaced by the Housing 
Adaptation Grants Scheme for People with a Disability and the Mobility Aids Grants 
Scheme.


Number of Disabled Persons Grants Approved for Tenants: 111 applications. 


The 2009 Allocation was €4,545,000 with an additional €125,000 acquired late 2009 
and of this allocation €1,019,330 was provided by the Council through its own 
resources.
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Q3/0310
CCTV


 QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a further update on the recent tender process for CCTV surveillance at Recycling Bring Centres and to outline the timeframe for the commencement of services under any contracts awarded as result of this tender process?

REPLY:

The Corporate Services Department are in discussions with the preferred 
contractor with a view to implementing a Service Level Agreement in relation to the 
provision of CCTV at Bring Centres. Detailed information and specifications which will 
form the basis for this agreement are awaited.
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Q4/0310
DRAIN CLEARANCE

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to detail the number of reports of private combined sewer blockages logged by the council in each of 2008 & 2009 and to ask if this council will recommence a non-emergency drain clearance service for blockages in private combined drains.

REPLY:

The Council's Drainage Maintenance Section discontinued the provision of the non 
emergency service of unblocking private combined drains in April 2009.  Section 70 of 
the Water Services Act 2007 clearly places the duty of care of the maintenance and 
upkeep of these combined drains on the householders concerned.


In some instances, it was practice for the Council to carry out works on behlaf of 
householders served by the combined drain. Due to the economic environment and 
the resultant re-prioritisation of works, it was necessary for the Council to discontinue 
this service in favour of focussing Council resources on the maintenance of the public 
networks. The Council will continue to prioritise maintenance of the public networks. 


321 private combined drains were unblocked in 2008.  In 2009, when the service was 
discontinued, the Council had unblocked 188 private combined drains.
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Q5/0310
BYE-LAWS IN RELATION TO THE SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOL


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to detail the bye-laws adopted by this council and currently in force in relation to the sale and consumption of alcohol and to advise on any other related matters not currently covered by bye-laws but which under current legislation may be addressed by council bye-laws?

REPLY:


The Bye-Laws that are currently being enforced by the Council's Parks Department 
are the Prohibition of Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Bye-Laws, 2001 
which came into affect on 9th of August 2001.


The licence to sell alcohol is administered by the Court Services in association with 
the Garda Siochana.


Intoxicating Liquor Byelaws - SDCC Mambo

These bye-laws prohibit the consumption or attempted consumption of intoxicating 
liquor in a public place within the functional area of the Council or the possession of 
intoxicating liquor in a public place within the functional area of the Council with the 
intention to consume it in a public place or to supply it to any person for consumption 
in a public place within the functional area

A person who contravenes the Bye-Laws shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,269.74

Where an authorised person or a member of the Garda Siochana suspects with 
reasonable cause that an offence under the bye-laws is being or has been committed 
he/she may seize, remove and destroy the intoxicating liquor and the containers 
relevant to the suspected offence.

Where an authorised person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana has reasonable 
grounds for believing that a person is contravening or has contravened a provision of 
these Bye-Laws, he/she may direct the person to refrain from acting in such a 
manner and leave immediately the vicinity of the place concerned in a peaceable and 
orderly manner.

A person who obstructs or impedes or refuses to comply with a request of an 
authorised person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana in accordance with 
section 5(1) of the bye-laws shall be guilty of an offence under the bye laws and shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1269.74.

Where an authorised person and/or member of the Garda Siochana is of the opinion 
that a person is committing or has committed an offence to which the bye-laws 
relate, the authorised person and/or the member of the Garda Siochana may demand 
the name and address of such person

Where a person whose name and address is requested of him/her under sub-section 
4 of the bye-laws, refuses or fails to give his/her name and address, or gives a name 
and address which is false or misleading he/she shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1269.74

Where a member of the Garda Siochana is of the opinion with reasonable cause that 
a person is committing or has committed an offence under these Bye-Laws, that 
member may arrest such person without warrant.

Notwithstanding the remedy provided for in paragraph 3 of these Bye-Laws, i.e. 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1269.74, an authorised person or a 
member of the Garda Siochana may, pursuant to Section41 of the Local Government 
Act 1994, serve a fixed payment notice (within the meaning of Section 41 aforesaid) 
on any person who in his/her opinion is committing an offence by virtue of a 
contravention of these Bye-Laws. Such fixed payment notice shall specify the amount 
of the fixed payment and the period within which the fixed payment must be paid in 
order to avoid prosecution and shall be in the general form of the notice set out in 
the first schedule of the Local Government Act, 1994 (Bye-Laws) Regulations, 1995 - 
SI No. 360 of 1995, (or as provided for in any amending regulations) but subject to 
alterations thereto as the Council may consider appropriate in the case of these Bye-
Laws. The amount of the fixed payment applicable to the fixed payment notice shall 
be €63.50.

It shall be an offence under these Bye-Laws to consume intoxicating liquor while 
seated at tables and chairs provided on a street or a public place immediately 
adjacent to a hotel , restaurant or public house where the consumption of such 
intoxicating liquor is in strict compliance with the liquor licence attaching to such 
hotel, restaurant or public house or any occasional licence (within the meaning of the 
Intoxicating Liquor Acts) granted in respect for such premises and is in strict 
compliance with the general laws concerning the sale and consumption of 
intoxicating liquor and where the arrangements for such tables and chairs are strictly 
compliant with the provisions of the Local Government (Planning and Development) 
Acts 1963 - 2000 or as these are amended from time to time or pursuant to any 
regulations made thereunder or made under the provisions of the Roads Act, 1993 
and where the tables and chairs aforesaid have been provided, for patrons only, by 
the proprietor(s) of the hotel, restaurant or public house aforesaid and where the 
consumption aforesaid occurs within the hours of trading permitted under the general 
law relating to spirits retailers on-licences (publican's licences)

Notwithstanding the provisions of these bye-laws the County Manager, on application 
received not less than 6 weeks before the event, may at his/her discretion and after 
consultation with the Gardai relax the provisions of these bye-laws in whole or in part 
on the occasion of:
(i) Major civic celebrations
(ii) Major sporting events

The Bye-laws are administered by Parks Administration Section following receipt of 
notification of a breach of Bye Laws from the Garda Siochana.


Where the Council’s attention is drawn to a situation requiring enforcement action 
that is not currently covered under bye-laws, the issue will be examined and if 
appropriate an amendment can be drafted to the Bye Laws for consideration by the 
Council.

Q6/0310
LED STREET LIGHTING 


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to outline this council’s policies and future plans for increasing the use of LED street-lighting, given the significant cost and energy efficiencies available; and noting the growing number of enterprises in our county engaged in the supply and installation of LED lighting?

REPLY:

The Council's Public Lighting Section continues on an ongoing basis to modernise the 
public lighting network through the use of new technologies and energy effecient 
components.  The Section is very aware of the potential and energy saving 
possibilities from the use of LED technology  but also must be satisfied that the 
technology is sustainable and not subject to hardware failures in the longer term.  
The development of this technology along with other technology  has been and will 
continue to be monitored by the Public Lighting Section
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Q7/0310
EMERGENCY DRAINAGE NUMBERS 


 QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

To ask the Manager that in light of numerous complaints received regarding the access to the emergency drainage numbers during the recent weather crisis, that a brief report be prepared how this and other forms of communicating messages  regarding drainage and water disruption etc. might be improved notwithstanding the  availability of the internet website of the Council?

REPLY:

During the recent weather crisis the Council used a number of communications 
channels to contact the public regarding water supply restrictions. These include 
website updates, emails to elected members as well as the normal channels - phone 
and email. The statistics below show a large increase in customer contact activity 
both on phones and through the web. In order to deal with the number of queries, 
extra staff were deployed and the Council’s landline 01-4149000 was answered on a 
24 hour basis leaving the Council’s emergency number 01-4574907 for emergencies 
and reporting water bursts and leaks for 5 days from 12th – 16th January. The Council 
also updated its Website at regular intervals during the day and throughout the 
weekend during this period.  


Communications Update Updates regarding adverse weather conditions, South Dublin 
County Council’s response and information on water supply restrictions were placed 
on the front page of the website www.sdcc.ie on an ongoing basis throughout 
January.


Members update Mayor and elected members were updated by email on a daily basis 
or as relevant information was available.


Website statistics –January 





2009             


2010

Page views:  

445,652             

968,022


User sessions:      
 81,167                      

243,753


Unique users:      
 51,540               

138,379


Customer Contact system




Jan 2009


Jan 2010

Phone calls:

 12,342



 47,498


Web based queries:            880


              2,626               

Q8/0310
WASTE CHARGE CARD

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

Would the Council when notified, give an assurance that noting the huge inconvenience of a bin waste charge card being faulty, that the customer who is evidently in credit will have their bin collected nonetheless whilst a new card is being re-issued?

REPLY:

All Customers who have applied for replacement Waste Charges Cards are given 
access codes that will allow them to purchase credit through out the Council's 
website. The replacement card issued subsequently. The Council has issued 
approximately 4,500 replacement cards in the last number of weeks.


Any customer who has had their bin properly registered and has credit on their 
account will have their bin collected.

H6/0310
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES

H7a)/0310
Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings





The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South 
Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the 
strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 
County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides 
for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful 
in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 1677 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  2 properties at  Slade Castle, Saggart Village, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the 
eligible applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge      and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 2 properties at  Slade Castle, Saggart Village, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.”
H7b)/0310
 PROPOSED 99 YEAR LEASE OF 29 DEERPARK DRIVE (KNOWN AS THE “ECOHOUSE”) TO CHRISTINA   NOBLE CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION (IRELAND) LIMITED OF 22 SOUTH FREDERICK ST, DUBLIN 2
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“A report was presented to the Council on Monday 14th September, 2009, to vary the 
terms of the disposal of the Social Units as Scheduled in the Declaration of Trust dated 
12th May 2006, to include 29 Deerpark Drive, more commonly known as the “ECO 
House”. The variations gave effect to the disposal of the social units scheduled to the 
Declaration of Trust and 29 Deerpark Drive to Adrian O’Gorman the Law Agent for the 
Council. This variation varied the original Disposal Resolution dated 11th June 2001, 
Minute No. C/245/01, varied by Resolution dated 10th May 2004, Minute No. C/0290/04 
and further varied on 10th September 2005, Minute No. C/00589/05, in respect of the 
Development at Kiltipper, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  The approval of this variation was 
necessary to grant South Dublin County Council Legal title of this property.  As 
outlined in the report to Council, it is the intention to grant Christina Noble Children’s 
Foundation (Ireland) Limited, hereafter referred as CNCF, subject to this Disposal 
Resolution, a 99 Year Lease in respect of 29 Deerpark Drive, the Eco House, which 
was assembled on this site.


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001, I accordingly recommend that the Council grant CNCF of 22 South Frederick St, 
Dublin 2, a lease of 29 Deerpark Drive for a term of 99 years commencing in the year 
2010 subject to the following terms and conditions:


and known as 29 Deerpark Drive, Kiltipper Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (hereafter 
referred as “the premises”).

1. 
The Lease shall be for a term of 99 years commencing in the year 


2010.

2. 
That the premises shall be used solely in accordance with the primary aim of 

the CNCF, more specifically for a community based childcare centre and all 

associated and ancillary services and to be operated in compliance with any 

present or future regulations relating to childcare provision and good 


practice. In the event of the premises ceasing to be used for the purpose of 

community based childcare centre, then the premises shall revert free of 


charge to the Council or at the Council’s absolute discretion, at the full open 

market yearly rental value of the site and buildings, as determined by the 

Council’s Valuer.

3. 
The rent, exclusive of rates and all other outgoings for which the CNCF is 

responsible shall be in the sum of €22,500 per annum.  Notwithstanding the 

Rent so reserved, the rent payable as long as the premises is used for 


community purposes and no other purpose, shall be abated to €127 per 


annum exclusive of all outgoings with a provision for five yearly rent reviews, 

as determined by the Councils Valuer.

4. 
CNCF shall not sell, assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate, charge/mortgage or 

part with the possession of the subject premises without the prior 


written 
consent of the Council. 



CNCF shall notify as soon as practicable but not later than 14 days after 


CNCF Board resolves to assign, sublet its interest in the premises – setting 

out details of the party 
or person or company together with a detailed 


proposal and terms.  The Council’s Agreement to any 




assignment\subletting by CNCF shall not be unreasonably withheld.  



The Council has received notice from CNCF regarding use of premises, and is 

aware that CNCF intend to grant a legal interest in the premises to The 


Shanty Education Project Limited with a restricted user clause as 


follows: 

“The premises shall be used as a not-for-profit/affordable community based childcare and childcare training facility with all associated and auxillary offices and services by 
The Shanty Education Project Limited who operate under the style of An Cosan.










Shanty Education Project Limited by the sub-CNCF, to the CNCF 



(subject to abiding planning laws) the Foundation shall ensure that the 


property shall be used strictly only in furtherance of the CNCF’s 



primary aim : the relief of poverty sickness and advancement of education 

of children”.

5.       CNCF shall pay Annual Service Charge, in respect to the 
premises, to Kiltipper Park Management Company Limited within 14 
 days of receipt of demand from the Council

6.        CNCF shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4million (six 



million four hundred thousand euro) or such other sums as may be stipulated 

by the Council from time to time in respect of any claims for injury or 


damage to any person or property through the use of the premises or 


through the activities carried out thereon, including the access to the 


premises











  
7.         CNCF shall insure and keep insured the premises and every part thereof in a 

sum equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint names 

of theCouncil and the CNCF against loss or damage by fire or other cause in 

an established insurance office to be approved by the Council and to pay all 

premiums or such sum 
of money necessary for that purpose and 


within 7 days after the same has become payable to produce to the Council 

the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such 


payment. In the event of loss or damage by fire or other cause, the CNCF is 

obliged to reinstate the premises and every part thereof to its original state.



That in the event that CNCF provides an outdoor child play area within the 

demised area, then CNCF must undertake to provide adequate fencing 


security and that any outdoor childplay area is insured in the above 


mentioned insurance policy.

8.
.CNCF shall at all times maintain the premises in such condition that it shall 
be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of pleasant resort and not 
to allow it to be used so as to be a nuisance to persons resorting to it or to 
owners or occupiers of surrounding properties or members of the public. In 
particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from 
the building at any time during it’s opening hours.

9.    
CNCF shall keep the premises in a good state of repair and carry out all 

necessary maintenance on the building both internal and external. An 

authorised official of the Council shall be entitled to enter onto the premises 
at any time to view the state and condition of the building subject to 

adequate notice being given and if necessary to prepare a schedule of 

dilapidations to be carried out by CNCF within a reasonable period of time as 
stated by the Council.

10.      
CNCF shall at all times maintain proper order in or about the premises.

11.     
CNCF shall not carry out any alteration or development of the premises or   

erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written consent 

of he Council, such consent not to be unreasonably withheld.

12. That any signage proposed by the CNCF shall be in accordance with 


specifications of the Council’s Planning Department (who shall have due 


regard to the interests of the Childcare Provider) and shall be agreed 


with the Council in advance.
13. 
CNCF shall not use the premises or any part thereof as a residence.

14. 
That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be 

permitted in or about the premises.

15. 
CNCF shall comply at all times with the requirements of all present and future 

Waste Management and Litter Pollution legislation.

16. 
CNCF shall be prohibited from erecting any mast, tower or aerial on the 


premises without the prior written consent of the Council.

17. In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining 


lands, 
that the Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration to 

resume 
possession of the premises and any buildings erected on it and to 

relocate the CNCF temporarily or permanently to an equivalent building in the 

locality.  

18.  
CNCF shall endeavour to make provision for the use of the premises by other 

childcare related organisations or groups in the area at reasonable times and 

rates subject to it being used in a proper manner and subject to availability.  

Any such facility granted to be at the sole discretion of the Steering 


Group of the Childcare Company (the CNCF).  Any organisations 
or groups 

that may be given use of the premises should ensure that they are 


adequately insured with their own policy of insurance 




for any such events organised therein. 

19. 
That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal Agreement and may 

include further terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate including an 

appropriate arbitration clause in order to protect the Council’s interest in this 

case.  In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the Agreement 

the arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered 


Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by 


agreement between the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed 

by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic 


of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

20. 
That each party shall be responsible for its own legal and other costs in this 

matter.

21. 
No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 

exchange of contracts has taken place.



J.Horan 



County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge      and AGREED:

“That the Council grants Christina Noble Children’s Foundation (Ireland) Limited of 22 South Frederick St, Dublin 2, a lease of 29 Deerpark Drive for a term of 99 years commencing in the year 2010 subject to the terms and conditions in the foregoing report.”

H7c)/0310 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF STRIP OF LAND ADJACENT 34A MOYVILLE, RATHFARNHAM, DUBLIN 16 TO CIARAN & VALERIE MURRAY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Ciaran & Valerie Murray,  34A Moyville, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.  to acquire a strip of land adjacent to  their property at the 
above address which has already been incorporated into their property. The strip of 
land lies between 34A Moyville and the rear gardens of houses at Palmer Park and 
was left surplus to the Palmer Park development.


The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has 
recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.


 Accordingly, I recommend, that the Council disposes of a strip of land comprising of 
an area of 95 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to 34A Moyville, Rathfarnham, 
Dublin 16 as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/07/09  to Ciaran & 
Valerie Murray in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief 
Valuer:-

 
1.     That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €10,000 (
ten thousand Euro).


 2.     That the land is disposed of with full freehold title.


 3.     That the boundary feature constructed by the applicant is to the satisfaction of 
the Council.

 
4.     That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees.


 5.     That the applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuers fee of €800 (eight hundred 
Euro).


 6.     That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 
include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.


 7.     No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


 The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Mary Gilmore  in 1967 
for housing purposes.  


J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor M. Duff       and AGREED:

“That the Council disposes of a strip of land comprising of an area of 95 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to 34A Moyville, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/07/09  to Ciaran & Valerie Murray in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report .”
H7d)/0310 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LAND AT OLD BALLYCULLEN ROAD/ CASTLEFIELD AVENUE TO CHRIS & HELEN LAWLOR
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Chris & Helen Lawlor of  54 Coolamber Park, 
Knocklyon, Dublin 16 to acquire a portion of land at Old Ballycullen Road, Dublin 16 
to facilitate the construction of a dwelling in order to relocate close to his elderly 
mother who lives in a property adjoining the site.


The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.


 Accordingly, I recommend, that the Council dispose of area of land comprising of an 
area of 1255 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to Old Ballycullen Road/Castlefield 
Avenue as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/07/10  to Chris & Helen 
Lawlor in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 
and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief 
Valuer:-


1.                 That the land is disposed of subject to a building licence agreement 
allowing the construction of one dwelling only of not more than 200 sq. m and 
subject to  planning permission being granted for such a dwelling. 


2.                 That the applicants must apply for planning permission within three 
months of the Council’s decision to dispose of the subject site. 


3.                 That the development for which planning permission is granted is 
completed within nine months of the date of final grant of planning permission. 


4.                 That the Council will dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of 
€140,000 (one hundred and forty thousand euro) payable as follows


a.      50% upon date of receipt of the final grant of planning permission.


b.     The balance of 50% upon transfer of title to the applicant following completion 
of the development to the satisfaction of the Council.


5.                 That following completion of development to the satisfaction of the 
Council that the subject land will be disposed of with full freehold title and vacant 
possession subject to the Council retaining a wayleave and right of way over area 
shaded yellow on Drawing No. LA/07/10 in order to access and maintain public 
services contained therein.


6.                 That the applicants shall contact the ESB directly for its wayleave 
requirements regarding the MV/LV underground cables that traverse the site.


7.                 That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees. 


8.                 That the applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €800 (eight 
hundred euro). 


9.                 That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements a
and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this 
nature.


10.             No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


 The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Elizabeth Meade in 
1980 for roads purposes.  


J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge       and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of area of land comprising of an area of 1255 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to Old Ballycullen Road/Castlefield Avenue as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/07/10  to Chris & Helen Lawlor in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
 H7e)/0310 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LAND ADJACENT 88 OAKWOOD GROVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO THOMAS & MARY DEVLIN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“An application has been received from Becker Tansey & Co Solicitors on behalf of 
their clients, Thomas & Mary Devlin of 88 Oakwood Grove, Clondalkin  to regularise 
title to a portion of Council owned land which has been  incorporated into the garden 
of 88 Oakwood Grove for a long number of years.  The Solicitors claim that the area, 
whilst still registered to the Council, has been in the possession of their clients and 
their predecessors  in title for over 30 years and the Solicitors have requested the 
Council to execute the necessary documentation to rectify their clients title to the plot 
in question. 

 
The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.

  
Accordingly, I recommend  that the Council dispose of its interest in a plot of land 
comprising of an area of 195 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to 88 Oakwood 
Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/45/09 to 
the respective householders, Thomas & Mary Devlin in accordance with Section 211 
of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions 
as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-

  
1.           That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €5,000 
(five thousand Euro).


2.           That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession 
subject to Clause 3 below.


3.           That the Council shall retain a wayleave and right of way over area   
shaded yellow on Drawing  No. LA/45/09 in order to retain access to  maintain 
public services laid adjacent to the site .


4.           That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.


5.           That the applicant shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €800 (eight  
hundred Euro).


6.           That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.


7.           That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and  
shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of  this nature.


8.           No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Daniel & Johanna 
Moynihan in 1974 for housing purposes.  


J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon       and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of its interest in a plot of land comprising of an area of 195 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to 88 Oakwood Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/45/09 to the respective householders, Thomas & Mary Devlin in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
 H7f)/0310 PROPOSED TRANSFER OF LANDS AT BUSTY HILL, OFF NAAS ROAD TO JOHNSTON LOGISTICS LIMITED – VARIATION IN NAME OF COMPANY FROM JOHNSTON LOGISTICS LIMITED TO ALBERT JOHNSTON & IVAN JOHNSTON
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council at its meeting held on 13th July, 2009 approved the transfer of lands 
outlined in red on Drawing Nos. LA/04/09 having an area of 2769 sq. m, LA/16/09 
having an area of 87 sq.m, and LA/17/09 having an area of 2137 sq.m or 
thereabouts to Johnston Logistics Limited.  Minute No. H8 (d)/07/09 refers.


The Council has been notified in the meantime that the company wish to have the 
transfer made in the joint names of Albert Johnston and Ivan Johnston. Accordingly I 
now recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development 
Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 
2001 that the Council vary the terms of the above proposed transfer to note the 
change in name of the proposed transfer from Johnston Logistics Limited to Albert 
Johnston and Ivan Johnston.  The terms of the transfer otherewise to remain 
unchanged.


 J. Horan 

County Manager”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon       and AGREED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council vary the terms of the proposed transfer as outlined in the foregoing report, to note the change in name of the proposed transfer from Johnston Logistics Limited to Albert Johnston and Ivan Johnston.  The terms of the transfer otherewise to remain unchanged.”
H7g)/0310 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT PROSPECT COTTAGES, STOCKING LANE, TO BRIAN & LINDA STEPHENS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council at its meeting on 11th January 2010 approved the 
disposal of a plot of land outlined in red on drawing number LA/36/09 with an area of 
1370 sq meters or thereabouts, to Brian & Linda Stephens. (Managers Order No. 
LA/269/2009). (Minute No. H7(b)/0110 Refers)


As the physical boundary of the site was not clearly defined, a thorough and detailed 
survey of the site was undertaken.  It was found that the actual area of the site is 
1455 sq meters.


The Chief Valuer has recommended that the site be disposed of without any 
variations in the consideration being paid.  


Accordingly, I now recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning 
and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001, that the Managers Order LA/269/2009 be amended to show a 
revised area of 1455 sq meters as per drawing 


No. LA/36/2009 Rev. A.  All other terms of the Managers Order to remain unchanged.


The land being disposed of is part of lands acquired from Julia Fox in 2002 for 
Housing purposes.

 
J. Horan,

________________

County Manager”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge        and AGREED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the Managers Order LA/269/2009 be amended to show a revised area of 1455 sq meters as per drawing No. LA/36/2009 Rev. A.  All other terms of the Managers Order to remain unchanged.”

H8/0310
HERITAGE PLAN

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Heritage Plan (link to)
Councillors Tuffy and Keane thanked all the staff involved in the preparation of the plan, for all the work and research carried out and also wished to acknowledge the efforts of the forum and all volunteers who took up membership and attended the public consultation meetings.

The report was NOTED .
H9/0310
ADOPTION OF IRISH LANGUAGE SCHEME 2010 – 2012 / SCÉIM NA GAEILGE 2010 -2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms Teresa Walsh Director of Service and CONSIDERED:

“In accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003, South Dublin 
County Council is required to prepare an Irish Language Scheme and, in line with the 
provision of the legislation, a notice of the Council’s intention to prepare a draft 
Scheme was published in local papers and on the Council’s website, September 2009


The draft Scheme was presented to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries 
Strategic Policy Committee on 22nd February 2010, and was recommended to go 
forward to the March County Council Meeting for adoption.


Accordingly the following resolution is required:


“That the Draft Irish Language Scheme 2010 - 2012 be adopted in accordance with 
Section 11 of the Official Languages Act, 2003.”

 Dréacht Scéim Teanga


De réir mír 11 d'Acht Teanga Oifigiúil 2003, tá ar Chomhairle Chontae Átha Cliath 
Theas, Scéim Teanga a ullmhú agus de réir na reachtaíochta, cuireadh fógra sa 
Pháipéar áitiúil agus ar an idirlíon go raibh an Chomhairle a reitheadh an Scéim i mí 
Mean Fomhair.


Cuireadh dréacht den Scéim i láthair Coiste Straitéis Polasaí Ealaíon, Cultúr, 
Oideachas & Leabharlanna ar an 22ú Feabhra 2010  agus moladh é a chuir os 
comhair 
Cruinniú Comhairle Chontae Mhárta chun é a ghlacadh.


De réir sin, tá an rún seo le glacadh


“ Go mbeadh Dréacht Scéim Teanga 2010-2012 glacadh de réir mír 11 d’ Acht 
Teanga Oifigiúil  2003”
Mhol an Méara an rún agus thug an Comh. Keane tacaíocht dó:

“Go mbeadh Dréacht Scéim Teanga 2010-2012 glacadh de réir mír 11 d’ Acht 
Teanga Oifigiúil  2003.”


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. Keane  and


AGREED:
“That the Draft Irish Language Scheme be adopted in accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act, 2003.”
Dréachtscéim na Gaeilge (nasc léi)
Draft Irish Language Scheme Report (link to)
H10/0310
APPLICATION FOR  A  COUNTYWIDE GRANT

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been 
received from the organisations listed below. Payment of grants to these 
organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set 
out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group        
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount  

	GF1813 
	Dublin Community Games, Carmichael House, North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7.
	Category 4.1b: Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County.
	17/12/09
	€4,000

	GF1907
	  Young Social Innovators, c/o Ms Bronagh O’Hagan, 3 Dawson Street, Dublin 2.  
	Category 4.1b: Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County
	17/12/09
	€1,500”
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It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns   and AGREED:

“That payment of grants to the organisations named in the foregoing report, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out in the foregoing report, is recommended for approval.”
H11/0310
FILLING OF VACANCY ON AUDIT COMMITTEE FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF MR. GARRETT ROBINSON, EXTERNAL MEMBER

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“In accordance with the Audit Committee Charter approved by this Council in 2008  the Audit Committee shall have seven members including at least four external members and not more than three serving or retired Councillors. Membership of the  Committee will be established by resolution of the Council.  


Following the resignation of Mr. Garrett Robinson from the Audit Committee, Mr. 
Peter Byrne has now been nominated by South Dublin Chamber.


It is now before the Council to resolve "that Peter Byrne  be appointed to the Audit 
Committee of South Dublin County Council”.

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge      and AGREED:

“That Peter Byrne be appointed to the Audit Committee of South Dublin County Council”.


CORRESPONDENCE

Prior to dealing with Correspondence Councillor R. Dowds queried a request he had previously made that the Westlink Company be contacted to answer queries of the Council in relation to the M50. 

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks & Roads stated that he would check the position in relation to a response from Westlink and report back to Councillor Dowds later.

Ministerial

Co1/0310
Correspondence, dated 11th February 2010, from Minister for Health in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion regarding public education & awareness of stroke.

The above letter was NOTED.

Co2/0310
Correspondence, (i) dated 20th January 2010, from Taoiseach’s office – Acknowledgement;


(ii) dated 12th February 2010, from Minister for Education in response to SDCC's letter to Taoiseach in relation to motion regarding cuts in Education budget and its implication on Drugs Awareness Projects and Communities;


(iii) dated  18th February 2010, from Minister of State at the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion regarding cuts in Education budget and its implication on Drugs Awareness Projects and Communities.

The above letters were NOTED.

Co3/0310
Correspondence, dated 18th February 2010, from Minister for Finance in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion regarding establishment of NAMA.
The above letter was NOTED.

Co4/0310
Correspondence, dated 23rd February 2010, from Minister for Education & Science in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion regarding St. Joseph's Special School, Balrothery.
The above letter was NOTED.

 Co5/0310  Correspondence, dated 25th February 2010, from the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion requesting the Minister to extend the postal voting provision to citizens who are unable to be physically present at the polling station due to absence by reason of holiday or illness.
The above letter was NOTED.

Other

 Co6/0310
Correspondence, dated 3rd February 2010, from Limerick County Council requesting support for their motion regarding establishment of a Shannon River Basin Authority.

The above letter was NOTED.

  Co7/0310
Correspondence, dated 4th February 2010,from Roscommon VEC in relation to their opposition to McCarthy Report proposals to reduce number of VECs.

The above letter was NOTED.

 Co8/0310
Correspondence, dated 10th February 2010, from Carrick on Suir Town Council requesting support for their motion regarding legislation to control the Head Shop industry in Ireland.

The above letter was NOTED.

 Co9/0310
Correspondence, dated 10th February 2010, from Tipperary Town Council requesting support for their motion calling on Transport Minister Noel Dempsey and Environment Minister John Gormley to reverse their decision not to provide emergency funding to repair roads damaged by recent bad weather.

The above letter was NOTED.

Co10/0310
Correspondence, dated 11th February 2010, from Wicklow Town Council requesting support for their motion regarding legislation and proposals to ban ‘Head Candy Shops’.

The above letter was NOTED.

Co11/0310
Correspondence, dated 15th February 2010, from Donegal County Council requesting support for their motion in relation to the review and revision of current arrangements for the funding and operation of the Coroner’s Services.

The above letter was NOTED.

Co12/0310
Correspondence, dated 17th February 2010, from Carlow County Council requesting support for their motion in relation to calculation of commercial rates.

The above letter was NOTED.

Co13/0310
Correspondence, (i) dated 18th December 2009, from U.S. Ambassador & (ii) dated 12th February 2010, from U.S. Attorney General, both in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion regarding extradition warrant issued in respect of Sean Garland.

The above letters were NOTED.

Co14/0310
Correspondence, dated 1st March 2010, from Tipperary Town Council, seeking support for their motion calling on the Minister for Health to instruct the H.S.E. not to proceed with the downgrading and possible closure of South Tipperary General Hospital.

The above letter was NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Mayor’s Business:
M1/0310
BOHERNABREENA CEMETERY 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council call upon the Manager to consider the provision of a Garden of Remembrance or a Columbarium Wall in Boherbreena Cemetery to facilitate families for the interment of cremated remains of loved ones, in close proximity to the burial ground, where other family members may be interred and to institute a traffic management system within the confines of the Cemetery, in an effort to prevent incursion by vehicles within the Lawn Cemetery.”  

REPORT:

“The lawn section of Bohernabreena graveyard was opened in August 2004 and it 
incorporates an area dedicated to the burial of cremated remains.  To date the 
Council has not received any requests for the purchase of such spaces.  There is 
adequate space available to develop a memorial wall at this location in the future, if 
required, however this is not proposed at the moment as no spaces have as yet been 
taken in this area.


The engineer in charge of graveyard maintenance has recently purchased bollards 
and other items necessary to control access to the lawn cemetery from the main car 
park in the graveyard.  These barriers are due to be erected in the very near future.  
Once these are in place Council staff will be able to control vehicle access to this part 
of the graveyard.”
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The report was NOTED.
M2/0310
 SOCIAL HOUSING & DOWNSIZING 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King and Seconded by Councillor S. Crowe: 

“That this Council in view of the lack of Social Housing new builds taking place now and in the foreseeable future calls on the Manager to prioritise the section of the scheme of lettings that deals with 'downsizing' to ensure the most efficient use of existing housing stock, as the current arrangement does not prioritise these specific transfer applications.”
REPORT:
“The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities 2006 allows for priority status to be granted to certain tenants applying for a transfer to alternative accommodation, included is the category of those The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities 2006 allows for priority downsizing.  The Council facilitates this category of transfer in so far as possible.  The availability of suitable accommodation and having regard to those on the Council's Housing List determines the quantity of such transfers.  The Housing List per dwelling size is as follows:-

	Unit Type
	No. of Units
	% of Housing List

	1 Bedroom
	2910
	 34%

	2 Bedroom
	3370
	 40%

	3 Bedroom
	1974
	 23%

	4 Bedroom
	252
	 3%

	TOTAL
	8506
	 



At present there are 661 tenants on the Transfer List of these 209 are on grounds of 
downsizing as follows:

	Bedroom Requirement
	No. of Requests

	1 bed
	76

	2 bed
	121

	3 bed
	12



The resulting vacancies would be as follows:-

	CURRENT DWELLING SIZE
	TOTAL

	2 Bedroom
	21

	3 Bedroom
	164

	4 Bedroom
	24

	 
	209


“Currently we are priotising those on the transfer list that are overcrowed and it is recognised that those seeking to downsize can provide a welcome stock from which we can accommodate them.  However while cognisance is taken of these applicants desire to downsize we must also balance  the financial impact such transfers will have on the current maintenance budget and the priority to concentrate on the re-lets in this constrained financial climate.  This in effect means we will only consider the downsizing provided the housing units are in good repair.”

The report was NOTED.  

Bottom of Form

M3/0310      CONTACT DETAILS FOR CUSTOMERS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and Seconded by Councillor T. 
Ridge:

“That this Council implement a new campaign to encourage householders to 
register their mobile phone number and email address with the council, 
through the council website or by way of SMS text, so as to allow for the 
Environmental Services Dept. and it's contractors to provide a greater level of 
direct detailed communications to householders about scheduled grey or green 
bin collection which are to be missed and also to advise of revised collection 
dates; and as such that we seek to move away from the policy of advising 
householders in areas which have missed a scheduled bin collection to 
continue to present their bin until such time as it is next collected. This policy 
is contributing to both litter problems and to the theft of bins, most of which 
end-up being burnt in our parks and green areas.”

REPORT:

“There has been an ongoing campaign to encourage housholders to register their 
mobile phone numbers and e-mail addresses for notification in relation to Council 
business. The Council is required under Data Protection responsibilities to request 
permission from Customers to use their details for specific notification purposes. This 
permission is not always forthcoming. 


In relation to the refuse collection service, approximately 13,690 customers have now 
provided mobile numbers and text updates are sent where appropriate to customers 
informing them of service information and updates. Another 6,500 have registered 
for updates by email.


However, given the nature of the refuse collection system it is not always possible to 
inform customers in advance that routes are to be missed. In fact, in the normal 
course of the operation of the service routes are in the main missed as a result of 
conditions/circumstances that are found at specific locations at the time of collection 
- for eg cars blocking routes etc - which cannot be known in advance.


In the recent weather event customers were requested to continue to present their 
bin each day as it was not possible to be certain whether collections would be 
possible given the weather conditions. During this period (which was reported on at 
the January Meeting) the normal routes were collected to the point where it was 
possible to do so and previously missed collections were picked up where conditions 
allowed. In the circumstances where collections were made where and when 
possible, collection schedules could only be notified to customers with a small degree 
of certainty. As a result, customers were asked to leave bins out.


Under the normal course of operations, where routes are missed customers are 
advised when it is intended to return. This information is given with the proviso that 
the collections will take place where circumstances on the day allow. Where 
circumstances are such that prevent collections, notifications are issued to those 
customers that have provided e-mail/mobile phone contact details.


With the change to the new advance credit waste system there was a considerable 
volume of enquiries.  This has led to an increase in the data base of mobile and email 
contact details.  Email has proven to be a more reliable point of contact in that it 
tends to be more stable rather than the disposable nature of phone ownership.  Form 
a cost point of view it is also preferable to have email contact details and people were 
generally happy to give permission for these details to be used in the recent contacts 
with them.


Given that only approximately 27% of customers at present have provided their 
details, it is important that a consistent policy that is understood by customers who 
are not immediately contactable so that they do not miss replacement collections. As 
registered customers increase direct contact will increasingly become the norm”.

At this point it was unanimously agreed to take Motion No. 5 in tandem with Motion 3.
Bottom of Form

M5/0310 
 TEXT NOTIFICATION SERVICE
It was proposed By Councillor C. Brophy and Seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:
“That this Council implements a text notification service, similar to that used for the bin collection service, and for major disruptions the placement of adverts in Daily Newspapers as a standard practice of notification when there is problem with the water supply to houses in the County.”
REPORT:

“There has been an ongoing campaign to encourage householders to register their 
mobile phone numbers and e-mail addresses for notification in relation to Council 
business. The Council is required under Data Protection responsibilities to request 
permission from Customers to use their details for specific notification purposes. This 
permission is not always forthcoming however all contacts with customers involve a 
request for contact details and permission for notification.


At present, approximately 13,690 Customers have registered for information updates 
in relation to Refuse Services by text while another 6,500 have registered for 
information by e-mail. It is, and continues to be standard practice to issue 
Notifications through media outlets in relation to major disruptions where it is 
appropriate to do so. 


During the recent crisis, the Council engaged a very pro-active campaign of updates 
through the Council's website. Each day, planned water restrictions were published 
in  the afternoon while the position on unplanned disruptions through bursts was 
updated as frequently as hourly at the height of the capacity issues.


The Website continues to be the most effective way of delivering updates to the 
public on matters that make it necessary to provide very frequent updates. Printed 
media for example would have been of no significant benefit during the recent water 
shortages when print deadlines, flexibility and lack of control would have mitigated 
against the information being presented in the most up to date and informative way.  
It would never have allowed for hourly updates which were available on the web.


With the change to the new automated waste advance credit system there was a 
large volume of queries.  This has resulted in a significant number of additional 
contact details being provided.  It is preferable, from a cost point of view, to use 
email as the primary means of communication and, in general, members of the public 
with whom there was contact were happy to register their details for future use.  In 
addition email tends to be a more stable form of communication as it tends not to be 
as disposable as phone ownership.


Statistics for the month of January show that the website provided an effective 
means of communicating the updates with Users accessing the site 243,000 times 
(treble the number of sessions in January 2009). Where it is not possible to 
communicate directly with every resident of the county, the combination of website 
updates, texts, e-mails etc can get messages out to sufficiently large numbers to 
allow information to spread by word of mouth thereafter”.
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Lavelle, Brophy, Ridge, Crowe, Corr Kearns and Maloney.  The main issues discussed were as follows:

· Need for newspaper advertising to ensure that residents who are not aux fait with internet, or do not have any access to online facilities, are catered for

· The prohibitive cost of newspaper advertising

· The need to build up a database of mobile numbers for residents to enable text alert messages to be sent.  This could be done by having a section on the website where residents are invited to register their details

· The need for Councillors to have their own database of contacts and opportunities presenting from social networking eg facebook.

· Alternative advertising opportunities for important notices in local shops, post offices and through contacts within the Community

Ms Philomena Poole, Director of Environmental Service, thanked the Members for their contributions in getting information relayed to residents and stated that there were three types of information: crisis information, planned information, and day to day issues, all of which need to be dealt with as and when they arise.  The Environmental Services Department has been developing a database of contacts.  She stated that all households had now received at least one collection under the new system but highlighted that at least 9,000 householders had discarded the cards they had received in the post without reading the information leaflets.  The Council is now looking at different ways of communicating with residents when sending important information.

The Manager J. Horan stated that the Council is also looking at the possibility of using Variable Message Signs throughout the County to alert residents of important information and directing them to the website where this information is readily available. 

The reports were NOTED.
 M4/0310
EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR ROAD REPAIR
It was proposed by Councillor B. Lawlor and seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this council writes to the Transport Minister Noel Dempsey to reverse his decision not to provide emergency funding to repair roads, damaged by the recent bad weather. This is not a matter of book keeping it’s a serious road safety issue.”

REPORT:

“Circular Letter RLR 03/2010 of 21st January 2010 from the Department of Transport 
stated that in respect of the Regional and Local Road Grants for 2010 that Road 
Authorities may incur expenditureof up to 25% of the amounts allocated in April 2009 
for Restoration Improvement Grants, Discretionary Maintenance Grants, Discretionary 
Improvement Grants, Block Grants and Special Block Grants pending the allocation of 
the 2010 grants. This represents a sum of €626,500 in respect of South Dublin. The 
circular also indicated that Road Authorities could, as a result of the exceptional 
weather conditions and the likely damage to roads, revise their Restoration 
Improvement Programmes and submit revised details to the Department. The 
necessary inspections and assessments are underway in this regard. 


Circular Letter RLR 04/2010 of 22nd February 2010 from the Department of 
Transport enclosed details of the 2010 grant allocations to this Council in respect of 
the maintenance and improvement of regional and local roads. The Circular stated 
that due to the recent severe weather, the Minister has decided to refocus the 
regional and local road grant categories for 2010, in order to provide local authorities 
with greater flexibility to deal with the urgent repair of damage to the regional and 
local road network arising from the recent flooding and prolonged severely cold 
weather.  The Minister indicated that the priority now has to be the protection of the 
existing network and the massive investment in it over the last number of years.  To 
this end, the Minister confirmed that the Restoration Improvement Programme is 
suspended for 2010 and for this year only, the Restoration Improvement grant and 
the Discretionary Improvement grant are amalgamated into a single ‘2010 
Improvement Grant’. A sum of €2,426,000 has been allocated under this heading to 
the Council.


In the normal course following the receipt of the allocations for each of the individual 
grant programmes, a programme is prepared and submitted to each of the Area 
Committees of the Council for consideration. Having regard to the foregoing, work is 
underway on the consideration of the necessary revisions in order to finalise and re-
priotise the programmes to achieve the objectives set out in the Circulars.


However, if the motion is passed its terms will be conveyed to the Minister for 
Transport.”
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Mr J. Walsh presented this report and highlighted that the Council had written on three occasions requesting additional funding in respect of the emergency repairs which were undertaken at a cost of almost €1m on foot of a road survey undertaken following the adverse weather conditions.  He stated that the annual allocation for roads in the sum of €2.4m had recently been received and this was only €300,000 more that the allocation for 2009.  The Roads Department would be examining adopted budget for the roads programme together with the recent allocation and would shortly be coming back to Council with a report.  The claim for additional expenditure on salt during the recent bad weather had not been acted on by the Department.

The motion was PASSED.
M6/0310
SUPPORT FOR LGBTQ
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“This Council congratulates the success of Dublin Pride in raising awareness of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights in Dublin for more than 25 years and offers its support for the 2010 event. This Council will contact Dublin LGBTQ Pride Limited to offer support and assistance, with a view to holding events in the South Dublin area in this and future Pride festivals.”
REPORT:


“February 2010 was LGBT  (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) History Month. 
South Dublin County Library Services organised three events as follows and an 
exhibition from the Irish Queer Archive to mark the month:

1. Movie Night at Tallaght Library- Screening “Milk” directed by Gus Van Sant 

2. Irish Gay History: A Talk with Senator David Norris and Brian Lacey 

3. Literary Evening with Jamie O’Neill, Jarlath Gregory and Denis Kehoe

In addition the Council’s Social Inclusion Officer has made contact with the Chair of 
the Dublin LGBTQ Pride Festival and discussions are on going in this regard. The 
Social Inclusion Unit is also exploring the possibility of holding an event as part of the 
Annual Social Inclusion Week promoting positive attitudes towards the LGBT 
Community in South Dublin County.”
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Councillor Looney congratulated the South Dublin Libraries for the events organized during February 2010.

Councillors Cosgrave, Kearns, Walsh and Lahart all supported the Motion.

The report was NOTED.
M7/0310
LIAISON RE PROBATION / COMMUNITY SERVICE 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council requests the Manager to produce a detailed report for discussion as to how South Dublin would benefit from the services of those who could engage in important community services instead of facing prison sentences, including working in the removal of graffiti works as recently carried out in other Local Authorities through the Probationary Services, and that further consideration would be given as to how other environmental improvement works in other departments including Parks, Environmental Services, Cemetery Maintenance etc., could also be included in this programme.”
Councillor Keating outlined background to Motion and praised the efforts of the Environmental Services Department during the graffiti removal programme. 


REPORT:

“The Environmental Services Department has for some times been working in 
partnership with the Probation Services to enhance the response to graffiti. This 
partnership involves the identification of specific public areas by the public, their 
elected representatives or Council staff of areas where graffiti has defaced 
property.  These areas are then inspected by local Anti-Litter Wardens and 
subsequently referred to either the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew or the 
Probation Services depending on the specific location or type of surface involved.  
The partnership has been working very well throughout 2009.  Of the 327 
graffiti removals in the county 138 were removed through the initiative with the 
Probation Services.

“Regular review meetings are held to assess progress in this pilot and at the most recent meeting in December this subject of a similar motion was discussed with the Probation Services staff to see what resources would be available and possible areas for consideration including parks.  There is a general willingness to expand their area of remit but this will be subject to specific areas being identified in the context of the employee relations framework.  There is, however, a restructuring process commencing within the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform which will impact on management of Probation Services resources and which will inform future developments.”
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A debate followed in which Councillors Walsh, Corr, Ridge, Lavelle, Tuffy, Keane, O’Connell, Crowe, King, Kearns, Hannon and Duff all spoke in support of the Motion.  
Councillors Maloney and Cosgrave were not in support of the Motion.

Discussion focused on the following issues:

· Prison not an ideal situation for young offenders with minor misdemeanors and should be made take responsibility for actions and give back to their communities

· The proposal was not a threat or risk to Council jobs but instead was enhancing areas that they were not in a position both time wise and economically in a position to maintain/cleanup

· Positive impact of project on both young offenders and their communities.
Ms P. Poole commented that the Council had a long tradition of working with the Department of Justice in this area and it had always been a positive experience.  One of the conditions of the Scheme is that it does not displace or replace any jobs.  

The Mayor called for a “show of hands” on the Motion, which was PASSED.
SM/0310
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order 74 the Mayor, Councillor M. Duff proposed, and the members unanimously agreed, to suspend standing orders in order to deal with a suspensory motion proposed without notice as follows:


Suspensory Motion

“That South Dublin Co. Council congratulates local artist Richard Baneham who today at the 82nd Academy Awards in Los Angeles, received an Oscar, and that this Council initiate arrangements to honour this outstanding achievement.”
The motion was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and unanimously AGREED.
 M8/0310
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and Seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:
“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, including a detailed report on the remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy, and in the current uncertain economic climate, within what planned time-frame does the Manager envisage the remaining projects will be rolled out?”

REPORT:

“This motion is on the Council agenda since the October Council meeting and also the 
Sports Recreation Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee meeting on 10th 
February 2010.


The Council’s original Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council in March 
2000. This Strategy was based on a Consultancy report carried out by Price 
Waterhouse Coopers who were engaged by the Council for the purpose. 


At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community 
and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the 
Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was 
approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 


The review was carried out in – house and the main approach adapted was to assess 
progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations  for the 
provision of swimming pools  as contained in the original strategy and to consider 
ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations.


The completed review was presented to the members of the Strategic Policy 
Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks at its Meeting held on the 
24th May 2006. One of the recommendations of the Review is the proposal to provide 
a Public Swimming Pool facility in Lucan on the site identified in the Council’s 
Development Plan.  


The SPC recommended that the Review, which had been circulated to all Council 
Members be presented to the next meeting of the Council for adoption. The review 
was presented to the Council on the 12th June 2006 and was adopted. 


The remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy review are the completion of 
swimming pool facilities in Lucan  and investigation of a joint venture / partnership 
for Terenure/Rathfarnham area.



The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year 
Rolling Capital Programme under the category “projects planned” 


The Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism has not yet formally indicated to the 
Council when it expects to re-open its swimming pool programme. Grant assistance 
has been an integral part of the financing of the completed elements of the Water 
Leisure Strategy


The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and 
surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support 
from the Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism and sourcing the necessary capital 
funding.


Following any announcement of the reopening of the Swimming Pool Programme the 
Community Department will review likely costs and sources of funding with regard to 
these projects.


In addition, due to the economic downturn there will be further financial challenges 
with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which may negatively 
impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.


It will be necessary to await developments and clarifications regarding these 
challenges before fully assessing these projects further.


The provision of a swimming pool facility in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area was 
added to the Water Leisure Strategy following its review to be advanced as a joint 
venture.


In the absence of committed sources of funding for these projects and the continued 
uncertainty  it is not possible to give a timeframe for their completion.


The members will be kept informed of developments”.
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Councillor Keating stated that he was mindful of the current economic situation and the impact it was having on capital projects.

Councillors Lavelle and O’Connell supported the Motion and all were conscious of proposals for a facility at Adamstown which had an expected population of 25,000, whereas it was noted that the current population of Lucan is already 40,000.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development responded to Councillor Keating that the Councils Water Leisure Strategy as reviewed was subject to necessary finance being available and that the Council was considering all options in this regard. Mr Coman also informed the members that all proposals would be considered and all such proposals would be the subject of a cost beneficial analysis to safeguard the Council.
The Motion was AGREED.
M9/0310
M 50 
It was unanimously agreed to take Motion no. 13 in tandem with this motion.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Council sets in train meetings between M50 Concessions, the NRA, the Parks, Roads and Environmental Services Department of this Council to devise environmentally friendly solutions to combat the imposition of a series of fifty to sixty foot high motorway gantry signs adjacent to residential estates in Knocklyon, the effects of which is to cause an even greater devaluation of properties, to totally reverse the aspect from the estates to the Dublin hills and to cause unnecessary additional health and safety hazards within the estates in question.”

REPORT:

“All of the matters referred to in the motion were raisd at the time of the publication 
of the EIS and Oral Hearing for the M50 Upgrade Scheme .  An Bord Pleanala 
approved the scheme in in its entirety and that section of the scheme in the the 
Rathfarnham area is being constructed under a Public Private Partnership contract  
between the National Roads Authority and the M50 Concessions Company.  The 
National Roads Authority has confirmed that all of the gantry signs being put in place 
as part of the scheme are necessary for the safe movement of traffic along the M50. 


Following a request  from the recent Rathfarnham Area Committee to invite the NRA 
to attend the next meeting of the Committee to discuss the matters raised at 
committee, an invitation was extended to the NRA to attend either the March or the 
April committee meeting. A response is awaited. All  matters including those raised in 
the motion can be the subject of  debate of this meeting.

M13/0310
Councillor J. Lahart – taken with M(9)

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Council commits to investigate the possibilities open to residents for redress owing to having been severely, regularly and over a period of several months, been discommoded by motorway construction noise, tremors, sirens, night works, sirens, and more, during the construction of the upgraded M50.”
REPORT: 

“The M50 Upgrade Contract is between the NRA and the M50 Concessions contractor 
and the Council is not a party to this contract . During the construction phase the 
Council's role has largely been one of traffic management monitoring and liason .  
While the Council appreciate that a scheme of this magnitude in close proximity to 
existing residential communities can be difficult to manage it has nevertheless been 
necessary on several occasions for the Council to bring to the attention of both the 
NRA and M50 Concessions the unacceptable impacts and discommoding of residents 
adjoining the works.


Arising from several resolutions at Area Committee Meetings and by letter dated 
17th February 2010 the NRA have been requested to attend a future meeting of the 
Area Committee at which these matters can be discussed further”.
The Reports were NOTED.
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M10/0310
NAMA

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and Seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Manager lists all the sites in South County Dublin which are under, or to come under, the remit of the National Assets Management Agency and explains, as far as he can, what is going to happen to those sites.”
REPORT:


“The Council has not been formally notified of any sites within the County which are or may come under the remit of the National Assest Management Agency.  


If the motion is passed the National Asset Management Agency will be asked to 
provide the information requested.”
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The Report was NOTED.
M11/0310
NEGATIVE EQUITY

In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor Jones was absent 
from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in her 
name FELL:
“That this Council condemns the actions of this Government that resulted in over-inflated house prices and following the downturn created a situation whereby countless home owners are facing the trap of negative equity. Further, that we outline the possible assistance that can be given by this Council to those who fall victim to issues arising from negative equity.”
M12/0310
SIGNAGE AS GAEILGE 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh and Seconded by Councillor. D. Looney:
“Go n-aontóidh forbróirí ainmneacha na n-eastát tithíochta nua roimh tús na forbartha leis an gComhairle Contae.

Go n-ainmneofar na heastáit tithíochta nua i ngaeilge amháin agus go léireofar bunús stairiúil agus dinnseanchais leis an ainmniú sin ina bhfuil siad lonnaithe.

Go mbeidh ainmneacha na mbóithre poiblí i ngaeilge amháin.  

Go rachaidh  an Chomhairle i gcomhairle leis an gCoimisiún Logainmneacha chun a chinntiú go mbeadh an gramadach agus litriú i gceart maidir leis na comharthaí bóithre.”
“Developers shall agree estate names with the Planning authority of the Council prior to the commencement of development. 

Such estate names shall be in the Irish language only and shall reflect the history and topography of the area in which they are located.

The names of new public roads shall be in the Irish language only.

The Council shall consult The Placenames' Commission/Oifig na Logainmneacha to ensure correct spelling and grammar are used on road signs.”

REPORT:

“Tá polasaí sa Phlean Forbartha Contae gur chóir do d'fhorbróirí dul i gcomhairle leis 
an Rannóg Pleanáil agus ainmneacha eastát agus bóithre a reitheadh leo gur luadh 
sa phróiseas.


De réir an lámhleabhair Comharthaí Bóithre, tá dualgas reachtúil go mbeadh 
logainmneacha ar chomharthaí eolais i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla ach amháin i 
gceantar Gaeltachta agus nuair a bhíonn litriú an logainm mar a chéile sa dá theanga. 
Sa dá chás seo, ba chóir an leagan Gaeilge den logainm a thaispeáint. Sa chás go 
bhfuil an dá theanga dhá úsáid ba chóir an leagan Gaeilge a bheith sa chló iodálach 
ag 15 céim ón ingear leis an chéad litir a bheith ina cheann litir. Ba chóir an litriú 
Béarla a bheith i litreacha Rómánach sa chás uachtar.


Ba chóir i ngach cás dul i gcomhairle leis an Choimisiún Logainmneacha


It is already a policy under the County Development Plan that developers consult and 
agree estate and road names with the planning department at the early planning 
stages.


It should be noted in accordance with the Traffic Signs manual it is a statutory 
requirement  that placenames on information signs be both in Irish and English 
except in Gaeltacht areas and also where the spelling of a placename is similar in 
both languages. In both these cases the Irish form of the name should only be 
shown. In cases where both languages apply the Irish one is to be in Italics at 15 
degrees to the vertical with the initial letter in capitals. All English spelling is to be in 
Upper case Roman Letters. 


In all cases the place names commission is consulted.”
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Looney, Cosgrave, Crowe, Ridge, Brophy and O’Connell, in which most were in support of the Motion.
Mr F. Nevin responded that while the responsibility for proposing naming and numbering schemes for new developments rests with the developer, the Council advises developers of requirements and approves the eventual scheme. The use of the Irish language exclusively is encouraged. South Dublin County Council liaise with the relevant agences, (eg An Post), and the Placenames Commission in this regard.
The Mayor called for a “show of hands” on the Motion, with 11 in favour and 3 against.     The motion was PASSED.
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M14/0310
HOUSE ADAPTATIONS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh and Seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That this Council, noting the backlog of requests for specially adapted housing for those with a physical and/or mental disability (many of which are severe and have been designated as 'medical priority' by the Council's Medical Officer) undertakes to carry out a review of the operation of the system and that it prepares a report explaining the following:

1. The numbers on the waiting list to date.

2. The waiting time past and future for those applicants.

3. What level of urgency is undertaken by the Council to clear this backlog.

4. The level of funding required to do same.

5. What use is being made of the large numbers of vacant properties owned by the Council or othewise, to deal with this problem and that the Council undertakes to commit an urgent review of the system.”


REPORT:

“The Council's Medical Referee awards medical priority for the provision of specially 
adapted accommodation.  When priority for this type of accommodation is awarded 
the application is recorded on the waiting list for such accommodation and the 
process of fulfilling the need commences.  Every application is unique and it is 
necessary for the Council's Architect, along with the relevant Occupational Therapist 
and the applicant themselves, to examine in detail the specific needs of the individual 
and their family, ascertain the detail of the accomodation required and where this can 
be accommodated in as short a time as possible, within the social housing 
construction programme or by other means.  


Experience has shown that the provision of purpose built accommodation to suit the 
individial applicant's needs is the optimum solution and it is also the preferred option 
of applicants. Such accommodation is set in a family sized environment to ensure 
that the needs of the special applicant are incorporated in an integrated way within 
the overall housing need of the family group. On the rare occasion when a casual 
vacancy occurs, which may be suitable for specially adapted accommodation, this is 
also examined and appropriate adaptions made if at all possible to cater for the 
need.  


A total of 18 applicants were housed in purpose-built accommodation last year.  
Fourteen further applicants have been awarded overall priority for specially adapted 
accommodation. The average waiting time up to now for such accommodation 
is twenty four to thirty months.  This would be the average timescale for completion 
of individual need assessment, design of required accomodation, the necessary 
statutory procedures and construction of units on site as part of a programmed social 
housing scheme.  In the past, an applicant who was waiting on accommodation 
longer than this was usually due to restriction of their areas of preference, to one 
particular area.


Of the fourteen applicants currently waiting on specially adapted 
accommodation, three are due to be housed in their newly constructed 
accommodation by mid 2010, which will leave a backlog of eleven applicants to be 
accommodated. 


Due to reducing levels of capital allocation for new-build social housing, no new 
schemes have commenced on site since 2008.  This obviously has a considerable 
impact on the options available to the Council  to meet the specially-adapted 
housing need. It is hoped that following a meeting with the Department of 
Environment & Local Government in March, that approval will be forthcoming for a 
number of small infill schemes to commence in 2010 and 2011, through which we 
can facilitate some of the remaining approved applicants.”
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Contributions to the discussion were made by Councillors Walsh, Duff and King who all supported the Motion.

Mr. B. Coman responded to the Members comments by stating that the new Capital Assistance Scheme will assist with progress delivery of specially adapted housing.

The report was NOTED.
M15/0310
WORK PLACEMENTS 

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this council requests the Manager to examine the feasibility of introducing appropriate work-placement/training programme, in conjunction if necessary with FAS, to gainfully engage unemployed persons in projects such as environmental improvement works; and furthermore calls on the government to remove any bureaucratic blockages to the establishment of such schemes by local authorities.

REPORT:

“If this motion is passed the Council will examine the feasibility of the introduction of 
an appropriate work-placement/training programme.”

Councillors Lavelle, Ridge, Keating and O’Connell all spoke in support of this Motion.  The Motion was AGREED and letters are to issue to the Minister for Finance, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, and the Minister for Trade and Employment informing them of the Motion.


The meeting Concluded at 6.30 p.m.
Signed:_____________________


Mayor

Date: ______________________
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