COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS 

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 2nd February 2010 in the Council Chamber

Attendance:

Members:




Officials:

Cllr M. Corr – Chair


Teresa Walsh, Director of Services

Cllr P. Cosgrave



Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Cllr S. Crowe




Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha, Irish Officer

Cllr T. Delaney



Orla Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr J. Hannon



Rosaleen Dwyer, T/Heritage Officer

Cllr C. Keane




Colin Ryan, Senior Planner

Cllr G. O’Connell



Karen Philips, Exec Director, Rua Red

Cllr E. Walsh

Sectoral:




Apologies:

Breda Bollard



Cllr Mick Duff

John Conroy




Cllr Cathriona Jones

Jim Fay







Absent:







Ann Fitzpatrick

Councillor M. Corr presided.

H (1) – Headed Item 1 – Minutes

The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee meeting of 27th April 2009 were proposed by Councillor C. Keane seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H (2) – Headed Item 2 – Introduction

Councillor M. Corr introduced herself and invited members of the Committee to introduce themselves and give a brief outline of their background.

H (3) – Headed Item 3 – Library Development Plan 2007-2011

The County Librarian, Georgina Byrne gave a presentation  on the Library_Development_Plan_2007-2011  highlighting the achievements of the Library service in recent years and outlining future events and up to date statistics showing the increase in the use of the Library services and the importance of these services to the residents of the County both in educational and cultural terms.

Cllr. G O’Connell, Cllr. J Hannon, Mr. Jim Fay and Cllr. C. Keane made contributions and raised issues such as using community spaces as capsule libraries and the increased usage of libraries since the economic downturn to which Ms. G Byrne responded.  

The report was Noted and it was agreed that a report on Ballyroan Library would appear on the next Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee Agenda.
H (4) -
Headed Item 4 - Dreachtsceim na Gaeilge 2010 -2012 (Draft Irish Language Scheme 2010 – 2012)






The Irish Officer, Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha made a presentation on the Draft_Irish Language Scheme 2010-2012 and the Council’s obligations under Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003.  

Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. Sean Crowe, Cllr. E Walsh, Cllr. C. Keane and Cllr. G O’Connell made contributions and raised issues such as the provision of an Irish Language Quarter and road signage in Irish to which Ms. A Nic Dhonnacha and Ms. T Walsh responded.

The report was Noted and it was agreed to forward the Dreachtsceim na Gaeilge 2010 -2012 (Draft Irish Language Scheme 2010 - 2012) to the March 2010 Council Meeting for approval.
Rinne an tOifigeach Gaeilge, Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha  cuir síos ar  dreacht Scéim na Gaeilge 2010 -2012 agus dualgasaí an Chomhairle faoi mhír 11 den Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003
Labhair Comh.P Cosgrave, Comh. Sean Crowe, Comh.. E Walsh, Comh.. C. Keane agus Comh. G O’Connell agus chuir siad ceist faoin Ceathrú Gaelach agus comharthaí bóithre i nGaeilge. D’fhreagair  A Nic Dhonnacha agus. T Walsh na ceisteanna.

Bhí an tuarascáil Nótáilte agus d’aontaigh an cruinniú an dréacht a chuir ar aghaidh  go dtí Cruinniú Comhairle na Marta chun é a mholadh.
H (5) -
Headed Item 5 – Arts Presentation – Update of Rua Red

Ms Karen Phillips, Executive Director of Rua Red Arts Centre presented an update
on the operation and strategic development of the arts centre and its programmes since RuaRed opened in 2009.
Mr. John Conroy, Cllr. G O’Connell, Cllr E Walsh, Ms. B. Bollard and Cllr. C. Keane made contributions and such as cuts in Arts funding generally and making the Arts easy to access in South Dublin County to which Ms. O Scannell and Ms. K Phillips responded.

The report was NOTED

At this point Ms Teresa Walsh, Director of Services called for nominations from the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC to the Board of RuaRed South Dublin County Arts Centre. She outlined the following

There are 3 representatives from the SPC on the Board as follows:

1
Chairperson of the SPC 

1 
Elected member of the SPC
1 
Non elected member of the SPC
The term of office is three years, members can  be appointed for a second three year term. 

The first appointments excluding the chair from the previous Strategic Policy Committee (2004-2009) took place in May 2008 and they were:

·  Councillor Cait Keane – elected member
·  Ms. Breda Bollard – non-elected member
It was suggested and agreed to continue their membership until their three year term was up in May 2011.  

Councillor Keane was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon and seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave.

Ms Breda Bollard was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor T. Delaney.

Cllr M. Corr as chair of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC is de facto a member of the RuaRed South Dublin County Arts Centre Board of Directors. 

H (6) -
Headed Item 6 – Draft Heritage Plan

The details and history of the Draft Heritage Plan was presented by Ms Rosaleen Dwyer, T/Heritage Officer. Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. C Keane and Mr. Jim Fay made contributions and raised issues such as funding in relation to National Monuments, Round Tower Clondalkin, St. Maelruain’s and Tourism and Heritage to which Ms. Rosaleen Dwyer and Mr. Colin Ryan responded.

The report was NOTED.

The Meeting concluded at 7.10p.m.
