South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee
Submission on the White Paper on Crime
Crime Prevention and Community Safety

The following issues have been identified by the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee for inclusion in a submission:

· The need to reduce the opportunities for crime 
· Evictions of tenants from local authority housing leads to further anti social behaviour in new location
· Anti Social Behaviour

· Empty Housing Units

· Preventing Involvement in Crime

· Parental Accountability for children engaging in anti social and criminal behaviour

· Drug crime 

· Use of pre pay mobile phones for criminal activity
· The effectiveness CCTV 
· Massive increase in empty new commercial and residential developments

· Garda involvement in Planning
· Anti social behaviour associated with building works
Several Recommendations to address the above issues have been proposed:

Developing Community Spirit as a means of preventing crime at local level
Community development processes that ensure ownership of initiatives are the most effective mechanism to ensure community spirit is developed in relation to crime prevention

The community working in partnership with agencies to respond to the needs identified by the community
Strengthening the links between the community and the Gardaí
This may be achieved through the proposed Local Policing For a (LPF). In order for the LPFs to be successful adequate resourcing is essential, and community buy will be vita. Communities should take the lead in identifying the priorities for the LPFs. 
Increasing the numbers of Community Gardaí
The JPC acknowledges that building successful relationships with communities is best achieved through community policing
Increasing Garda understanding of the communities they are policing
Link between crime levels and socio economic deprivation and poverty should continue to be highlighted in Garda training. Efforts to recruit people from disadvantaged communities into the Gardaí should be made to increase understanding. 
Eviction does not solve problems, merely moves them elsewhere
Tenancy sustainment initiatives suggested as a means of challenging the behaviour of tenants and reducing the risk of anti social behaviour continuing in new location
Community consultation in advance of works through LPF
Increased levels of anti social behaviour associated with building works may be addressed with increased community consultation  
Management of re-allocation of empty housing units by the Local Authority 

Reallocation needs to be managed more efficiently by Local Authority as empty units attract increased levels of anti social behaviour
Improve the degree of early intervention and support to families at risk
The wide range of supports that are in place have proven effective. The long term costs benefits of family support programmes are clear.
Increase the numbers of Garda Youth Diversion Programmes and increase the levels of support to existing programmes
Introduce a red flag system to challenge anti social behaviour amongst young children immediately.  Children should be redirected to positive activities.
Garda diversion programmes for younger children
Very young children are engaged in peer driven and learned behaviour, such as throwing stones, interfering with property and setting refuse on fire. Garda diversion projects for young people are proving effective and should be extended to younger children.
Support parents in developing skills to bring about change in established norms of behaviour
Children from disadvantaged areas at are increased risk of being drawn into anti social/criminal behaviour. That needs to be recognised and more supports for parents need to be put in place. 

Strengthen bail laws to deny bail to those importing drugs
Stronger deterrents for council tenants engaged in anti social behaviour
Compulsory user registration for all purchases of pre pay mobile phones
Continue to support CCTV schemes
A strategy to address the issue of empty commercial and residential units should be developed. 
Electronic tagging for offenders should be explored where appropriate.
Reduce opportunities for anti social behaviour through planning 
Develop a mechanism for liaison between the Local Authority planning department and the Gardaí where relevant in advance of new planning permissions being granted
Mapping Anti Social Behaviour

It may be useful to classify types of anti social behaviour to assist relevant agencies to deal effectively with the different types of problems that occur as a result. 
For further detail on any of these recommendations
 please contact Sarah O Gorman in South Dublin County Council on sogorman@sdublincoco.ie 
