
Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee,   Friday 20 November 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in County Hall, Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair)
	Mayor Cllr. M. Duff

	Cllr. S. Crowe
	Cllr. P. Cosgrove

	Cllr. M. McDonagh
	Cllr. G. Kenny

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Cllr. P. Kearns

	Cllr. W. Lavelle
	Cllr. C. Keane

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	Cllr. J. Hannon

	Cllr. E. Walsh
	C. O.Connor T.D

	Chief Superintendent J. Manley
	Chief Superintendent D. Coburn

	J. Horan (County Manager)
	Billy Coman Housing Dept. SDCC

	J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)
	Michelle Kearns (Comm. Platform)


In attendance:  Senator Frances Fitzgerald  
Apologies: ,  Alan Shatter T.D.  Cllr. J. Lahart  B Lawlor Cllr. E. Coburn P. Rabitte T.D.
Also Present: Willie Sheils, Anne Byrne, SDCC., S. O’Gorman, RAPID., Superintendent E. Dolan, Superintendent Pat Clavin, Superintendent John Quirke, Garda Pat Conway

1. Meeting Report of September 11 
The Committee adopted the report of the meeting of 11th September 2009.

There were no matters arising from this report.  

2. Matters Arising

Consultation on Crime Prevention and Safety

S. O’Gorman reported that a sub-group met on October 7 and looked at different issues throughout the county.  Following this meeting a draft document (attached) was  circulated to members inviting feedback.  In addition to those mentioned in the submission the following were also discussed:

Turn around time on empty Council Houses

C.C.T.V.

Numbers of those refusing houses who are also on rent supplement allowances

Anti-social behaviour – definition

Restorative Practices and Crime/case management

Warning systems and whole family approach to behaviour difficulties

Evictions and appeal systems and housing legislations

Inter-agency approach to problems

These issues were discussed and members were invited to contribute once more prior to the final submission date at the end of November.   
Local Policing Fora

A.Byrne reported that a subgroup of the JPC met on October 7 to discuss the establishment of thelocal olicing ora in South Dublin County.  Following discussion and consideration of the guidelines as issued from the Department the following was proposed:

The setting up of two local policing fora in two pilot areas:

· Tallaght West Covering Brookfield, Fettercarin, Kilmartin, Rossfield and Drumcairn
· North Clondalkin covering the North Clondalkin RAPID area.

The guidelines allow for the appointment of a co-ordinator however no additional resources are available.  B. Coman proposed that in order to allow the fora be established Andy Lane and Sarah O’Gorman will act as interim co-ordinators.  It was agreed at the sub-group to write to the Tallaght and Clondalkin Local Drug Task Forces for nominations to a management/steering group.    

A discussion followed where the possibility of the establishment of a fora in South West Clondalkin was considered.  A letter (attached) has also been received from the  Clondalkin Drugs Task Force where they recommend that the North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin Community Safety Forums are officially recognised as the Policing For a for the Clondalkin areas under the structures of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee.

It was decided to refer this matter back to the sub-committee for consideration and report back to the next JPC meeting.

County Managers Report

Annual Workplan

Priority Area 1 

South Dublin County Council IT Department are setting up a data base which will allow members of JPC input information on projects and organisations which have a community safety focus.  A small working group of the JPC will be set up once this data base is ready.  The working group will look at what can be included on the website and levels of information that can be available.

South Dublin County Council have agreed to geographically map this using this data base when available.   It is likely at this stage that this will not be complete in 2009.

Priority Action 2
A page has been set up on the JPC section of the CDB Website.  Following the November Meeting members can forward on any information they wish to be included.  Work is ongoing to improve the design.  

Priority Area 3 

It was agreed that the two parks that would be focused on would be St. Cuthbert’s Park in the Deansrath area of Clondalkin and Killinardan Park in Tallaght.  These parks would be used to identify issues that are common to most areas, to learn lessons and to formulate policies that could be applied to similar problems in other parks and open spaces.  

A short brainstorming session was conducted to tease out the issues that members of the group were familiar with.  Following this it was agreed that the group should visit both parks and engage with local community representatives, Parks staff and local Gardaí to gain a greater understanding from a local viewpoint of the issues.  

The first site visit and next meeting is scheduled to take place on the 2nd December 2009.  Further progress reports will issue to the JPC.

Inspector Mel Smyth from Clondalkin is to join this group.
Priority Area 4

These schemes are now operational and have the support of the Community Organisations, Gardai and South Dublin County Council.  

Priority Area 5

South Dublin County has a history of organisations and agencies working collaboratively.  The JPC wishes to develop a close liaison with the many inter-agency projects operating such as the CDB, Children’s Services Committee, Drugs Task Forces etc.  Presentations have been made on projects such as Mediation, Tallaght West Childhood Development Initiative and the Drugs Task Forces.  
Priority Area 6
A presentation was made by B. Coman under this heading.
Priority Area 7
A meeting has taken place with Tallaght Stadium Personnel and they have outlined the procedure that is in place for events there.  It is envisaged that 2010 may see a number of events as well as the sporting events being held at this venue.  However much of the ground work has been done this year to ensure the smooth running of events. This has been as a result of very strong relations and support from South Dublin County Council and the Gardai. 

 The Council through its various departments has also hosted a number of large events in conjunction with the local community and much has been learnt over the years.  Organisations within the county have also held large scale outdoor and indoor events such as Prades, Community fun days etc. and these all have been well planned in advance. The availability of the LUAS has contributed to attractiveness of the County for events so the number of events will probably grow over the next number of years.    

Legislation and bye-laws are in place which all organisations must adhere to when organising events.  

How can this JPC can contribute to events to ensure that they are a safe and enjoyable experience for all.  

One suggestion was to compile a list of the relevant organisations and contact persons that can be updated regularly and available to those contemplating an event e.g. Gardai, South Dublin County Council, LUAS, Dublin Bus,  Dublin Fire Brigade, Hospitals, Traffic Management, Civil Defence/First Aid, Media, Chamber of Commerce, Car Parking, etc.  Information could also be available on protocol regarding Flags, Dignitaries, and Announcements etc.  Availability of legislation, byelaws, restrictions, require ments can also be compiled and available from the JPC website.

The inclusion, participation and agreement of the local community in the planning of events is crucial.

Cllr. Coburn commended the Gardai on the ‘way’ of dealing with the many young people attending matches in the Tallaght Stadium

Balgaddy and McUilliam Estates
B. Coman gave a comprehensive report on the current situation in both of the above estates

Balgaddy

B. Coman provided  details on the accommodation available to the Ronanstown Youth Service to provide a drop-in type centre and the future use of the ‘creche’ building.  Clearance works are underway on the former builders compound at Balgaddy which consists of a 6.25 acre site a small portion of which it is proposed to use as a sports / play area.  A plan for this area will be formulated in conjunction with the Council’s Parks department. Certain traffic calming measures have been undertaken at Balgaddy and further such measures will be considered in consultation with the Council’s Roads and Traffic Department. 

Details were provided on the number of housecalls, verbal, written and final warnings issued and also the number of notices to quit served.  

The Anti Social team meets regularly with an Garda Síochana and since January 2009 there have been many meetings with the Gardaí in relation to various issues regarding the Blagaddy area.
In order to address the difficulties the following approach will be needed:
· Support for the Liaison Committee using an Interagency approach

· Environmental Enhancement Programme 

· Working with the Community using Community Development Principles
· Co-Operation between the local community and the agencies
McUilliam
B. Coman informed the meeting that the remaining 110 units have been allocated at Mac Uilliam and Pre- tenancy meetings were organized for new tenants.   The reconvened Mac Uilliam Residents Association with a new Chairperson and Secretary are now meeting monthly with Council, Gardai and CDI reps.  The repair of the playground at Mac Uilliam Parade is underway and a  new surface is being laid with thermoplastic linemarkings.   Railing repairs at Development land and railings are being put in place at part of Mac Uilliam Close to counteract ASB from individuals climbing into Mac Uilliam Estate from the Sundale area and permanent arrangements are being  put in place with Parks Dept for grass cutting on open spaces.

A survey is taking place at Mac Uilliam co-ordinated by CDI with help from Estate Management, Gardai and the HSE to ascertain services being used and services required at the estate.  

Work is also continuing with Tallaght West CDI Community Safety Initiative to ensure that it is a safe and healthy place to live.
B. Coman stressed the need for an inter-agency approach to problems in these areas and to date all agencies have been supportive in new initiatives and developments.  South Dublin County Council at a Council meeting prioritised dealing with difficulties in these areas for the coming years.

A discussion followed regarding the two areas and concern was expressed that these are new areas and should not be experiencing the scale of problems existing.  The quality and design of the developments were discussed and it was felt that there are serious flaws with the Balgaddy development.  The numbers unemployed in the area was also discussed as it was feared that if this increases due to the current down turn this could exacerbate  existing problems even more. The numbers wishing to leave the estates was also discussed.  
J. Horan explained the funding needed to clear up the Bonfire sites in the county could be channelled into areas such as these if the number of illegal fires could be reduced.  

Garda Reports
Report from Chief Superintendent John Manley, 

DMR Southern Division to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee

on the 20th November 2009

Report for Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Terenure 

and Crumlin Stations

Crime Statistics January to October 2009

in comparison with January to October 2008

Please note that these statistics are provisional, operational and may be subject to change

	Tallaght Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	614
	760
	24%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	57
	67
	18%

	
	Robbery from the person
	32
	56
	75%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	25
	11
	- 56%

	Theft
	
	1,657
	1,512
	- 9%

	
	Theft from Person
	55
	50
	- 9%

	
	Theft from MPV
	282
	339
	20%

	
	Theft from Shop
	484
	432
	- 11%

	
	Theft (Other)
	210
	176
	- 16%

	
	Theft of MPV
	626
	515
	- 18%


Property Crime  




       2,519
   2,525     0%
The detection rate for overall crime in Tallaght Sub-District is 53%

	Rathfarnham Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	345
	319
	- 8%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	30
	25
	- 17%

	
	Robbery from the person
	21
	18
	- 14%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	9
	7
	- 22%

	Theft
	
	561
	502
	- 11%

	
	Theft from Person
	3
	19
	533%

	
	Theft from MPV
	141
	121
	- 14%

	
	Theft from Shop
	110
	122
	11%

	
	Theft (Other)
	116
	108
	- 7%

	
	Theft of MPV
	191
	132
	- 31%


Property Crime  




         1,024
   969        -5%
The detection rate for overall crime in Rathfarnham Sub-District is 49%

	Crumlin Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	150
	181
	21%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	11
	26
	136%

	
	Robbery from the person
	1
	3
	200%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	10
	23
	130%

	Theft
	
	295
	290
	- 2%

	
	Theft from Person
	4
	11
	175%

	
	Theft from MPV
	40
	68
	70%

	
	Theft from Shop
	85
	56
	- 34%

	
	Theft (Other)
	75
	72
	- 4%

	
	Theft of MPV
	91
	83
	- 9%


Property Crime  




 
503
   537         7%

The detection rate for overall crime in Crumlin Sub-District is 47%

	Terenure Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	130
	212
	63%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	15
	32
	113%

	
	Robbery from the person
	3
	15
	400%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	12
	17
	42%

	Theft
	
	256
	227
	- 11%

	
	Theft from Person
	6
	12
	100%

	
	Theft from MPV
	66
	75
	14%

	
	Theft from Shop
	39
	40
	3%

	
	Theft (Other)
	97
	59
	- 39%

	
	Theft of MPV
	48
	41
	- 15%


Property Crime  




        
468      567       21%

The detection rate for overall crime in Terenure Sub-District is 47%

Property Related Crime is up on the same period last year (5%) but this total has been trending upwards in recent months, it is driven by a notable increase in Property Related Crimes in the Terenure District (24%).  Theft incidents in recent months show an increase (8%) on the same period last year.  This can be mainly attributed to Theft from Vehicle (10%) and Theft from Person (35%).  Theft Other is up 2% on the same period last year showing a slight decrease on previous months.  Robbery Incidents are up (26%) on same period last year.  Robbery of Establishment is up (6%) – (Data 85 incidents in 2009 in comparison with 80 incidents in 2008).  Robbery from the person is up 47% on same period last year with the three Districts Crumlin, Tallaght and Terenure showing significant increases on the same period last year.

We are continuing to experience an increase in burglaries in the Division and are up 16% on the same period last year but the trend has changed and every effort is being made to maintain a downward trend.  Incidents of burglary are up in all Districts – Crumlin (12%), Terenure (31%) and Tallaght (13%).  Operations are implemented in each District in an effort to tackle and reduce the incidents of burglary occurring in the Division.  In response to the significant increase in the Terenure District, a renewed focus on high profile patrolling has been emphasised with all personnel and those known to be involved in these crimes are targeted.  Within the Division, areas susceptible to high incidents of burglary are identified by crime analysis and are targeted with constant patrols which concentrate on the areas affected.  Campaigns throughout the Division are aimed at enlightening the public on ways to prevent Burglaries, Thefts and Unauthorised Takings.  Extra anti-burglary patrols have been introduced in areas that have been identified as black-spots for high volume crime.

There were 226 detections of drugs for sale and supply in the Division in 2009, a decrease of 3% on 2008.  The total numbers of incidents of simple possession at 1,370 represent an 8% reduction on the 2008 figure of 1,493.  An operation is currently in place under Operation Cleanstreets involving the Tallaght District Drugs Unit, Local Gardai and the Garda National Drugs Unit targeting individuals selling drugs in the Tallaght area.

There were 531 drink driving / in charge of vehicle detections for 2009 as opposed to 665 for 2008 – a reduction of 20%.  The figures indicate that an increased number of people are being more responsible on the road.  There were 38 drug driving detections as opposed to 29 in 2008 – a 31% increase.  A total of 701 mandatory alcohol checkpoints have been carried out in 2009 as opposed to 705 last year.

Five fatal road traffic accidents occurred in the Division in 2009, the same figure as 2008.  Intercept Speed Detections by Speed Limit Zone at end September were almost identical to last year at 1,593 as opposed to 1,601 in 2008.

1,351 incidents of public disorder have been recorded in 2009 as opposed to 1,332 in 2008 – an increase of 1%.  Criminal damage incidents are almost identical to last year at 2,345 – as opposed to 2,349 in 2008.  The number of incidents of assault has increased by 11% in 2009 at 603 incidents – 544 in 2008.

CCTV footage has been installed and is in operation in the Tallaght Sub-District.  The Control Room is fully furnished with 34 cameras fully operational.  Work is ongoing on the remaining camera and members have been trained in respect of the operations of the system.

There have been four incidents of homicide in the Division in 2009.  One male and one female has been arrested and charged for their respective roles in two of the murders.  The other two incidents are being actively investigated.

Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6

Report of Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 20th November 2009 – Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn. 

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that regulation, (1) Commission of Crime and (2) Crime Prevention Matters 
1. Commission of Crime – January to October  2009

	Station
	2009
	2008
	Rate Diff

	Clondalkin
	4701
	8376
	-44%

	Rathcoole
	1015
	923
	+10%

	Lucan
	2774
	3225
	-14%

	Ronanstown
	3636
	4040
	-10%

	Totals
	12,126
	16,564
	-26%


Clondalkin Sub  District

	Category
	 2009
	 2008
	Rate

	Murder
	2
	0
	+200%

	Sexual Off
	9
	7
	+28%

	Assault/Harm
	11
	13
	-15%

	Burglary
	195
	185
	-5%

	Criminal Damage
	564
	515
	+10%

	Drug Seizures
	42
	67
	-37%

	Dis of Firearm
	13
	14
	-7%

	Robbery
	33
	37
	-10%

	Theft from MPV
	252
	160
	+57%

	Theft from Shop
	147
	167
	-11%

	Search  MDA
	642
	503
	+27%

	Sec 41 RTA
	586
	602
	-3%

	UT/ Vehicle
	234
	260
	-10%

	Public Order Off
	266
	293
	-9%

	Drink Driving
	132
	148
	-10%


Rathcoole Sub District

	Category
	 2009
	 2008
	Rate

	Murder
	0
	0
	0%

	Sexual Off
	1
	1
	0%

	Assault/Harm
	5
	1
	+500%

	Burglary
	85
	85
	0%

	Criminal Damage
	63
	88
	-28%

	Drug Seizures
	7
	7
	0%

	Dis of Firearm
	0
	0
	0%

	Robbery
	7
	4
	+75%

	Theft from MPV
	82
	59
	+38%

	Theft from Shop
	16
	17
	-6%

	Search  MDA
	79
	100
	-21%

	Sec 41 RTA
	78
	86
	-9%

	UT/ Vehicle
	58
	64
	-9%

	Public Order Off
	20
	28
	-28%

	Drink Driving
	27
	46
	-41%


Lucan Sub District

	Category
	 2009
	 2008
	Rate

	Murder
	0
	0
	0%

	Sexual Off
	0
	9
	-900%

	Assault/Harm
	8
	7
	+14%

	Burglary
	110
	145
	-24%

	Criminal Damage
	267
	305
	-12%

	Drug Seizures
	18
	16
	+13%

	Dis of Firearm
	0
	0
	0%

	Robbery
	20
	18
	+11%

	Theft from MPV
	109
	93
	+17%

	Theft from Shop
	106
	128
	-17%

	Search  MDA
	426
	226
	+88%

	Sec 41 RTA
	351
	299
	+17%

	UT/ Vehicle
	120
	172
	-30%

	Public Order Off
	99
	165
	-40%

	Drink Driving
	96
	118
	-18%


Ronanstown Sub District

	Category
	 2009
	 2008
	Rate

	Murder
	0
	2
	-200%

	Sexual Off
	10
	8
	+25%

	Assault/Harm
	22
	19
	+15%

	Burglary
	127
	140
	-9%

	Criminal Damage
	348
	460
	-24%

	Drug Seizures
	53
	97
	-45%

	Dis of Firearm
	2
	6
	-66%

	Robbery
	34
	25
	+36%

	Theft from MPV
	116
	142
	-18%

	Theft from Shop
	313
	377
	-17%

	Search  MDA
	1013
	602
	+68%

	Sec 41 RTA
	405
	459
	-11%

	UT/ Vehicle
	169
	222
	-23%

	Public Order Off
	202
	210
	-4%

	Drink Driving
	102
	104
	-2%


2. Crime Prevention Matters

· Operation Anvil and Operation Shilling continues to Operate with checkpoints, surveillance and searches carried out during each tour of duty. Emphasis on high volume crime and specific criminal targets. 

· There have been 2160 searches conducted compared with 1431 for the same period in 2008.

· There is 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai attached to the Community Police Unit in   Clondalkin and 1 Gardai attached to the unit in Rathcoole. The unit in Clondalkin have 3 pedal cycles that are in regular use.  In Lucan there is 1 Sgt and 8 Gardai and 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai in Ronanstown. Ronanstown have 4 pedal cycles that are in regular use. 

· Regular inspections of licensed premises remain a priority to target underage consumption of alcohol and the illegal sale of alcohol to minors. 

· (70) Adult and (42) Juvenile ASBO notices have been issued in 2009.

The main partnerships in Clondalkin//Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown Sub Districts supporting Garda initiatives:

· Clondalkin Drugs Task Force

· Business Watch Scheme ( 1) in Clondalkin Village

· Business Watch (1)Liffey Valley, (2) Fonthill Retail Park

· Hospital Watch – Hermitage Clinic 

· Garda Clinics (1), takes place in the Council Offices in Clondalkin village (2) Neilstown (3) Palmerstown Village

· 3 Business watch Schemes in Rathcoole, (City West, Saggart and Newcastle-Lyons)

· Hospital Watch in Peamont Hospital

· RAPID promoting social inclusion in disadvantaged areas. 

· North Clondalkin Community Forum. Meeting held fortnightly to discuss local problems

· SDCC. Anti social units. Deals with individual and general anti social problems in North Clondalkin. 

· Local Drugs Task Force

Business Submitted
Cllr. G. Kenny:

Question:

Can the JPC/ Gardai give a break down of racially motivated hate crimes in the Clondalkin area. Pacifically crimes that target minority groups who have been targeted in their homes.

Reply:

There have been 7 incidents to date in the Clondalkin and Rathcoole area’s of the South Dublin County Council, all incidents are Criminal Damage related

Cllr. W. Lavelle

Question:

To ask Gardai for details of the number of anti-social behaviour orders issued this year compared with 2008.
Garda DMRW Reply:

2009

Clondalkin/Rathcoole

Lucan/Ronanstown 

Adult


36




34



Juvenile

9




33

2008

Adult


31




35

Juvenile

63




22

Question:

To ask that Gardai from Ballyfermot present a report on policing of Glenaulin Park in Palmerstown and surrounding residential roads and rear laneways.

Garda DMRW Reply:

Reply:

Not in South Dublin area

Charlie O’Connor T.D.

Question:

To ask for an updated report on efforts being made to combat crime and vandalism at the Bridge across the Tallaght By-Pass at the Square

Reply:

The Gardai at Tallaght are very proactive in measures to prevent and detect crime and vandalism at the Bridge across the Tallaght By-Pass at the Square Shopping Centre.  Patrols are carried out by uniform Gardai on foot and mountain bike and they liaise with the local park rangers to establish identity of suspects.  This together with Tallaght Town Centre CCTV has resulted in a reduction in the number of incidents reported.  

Question:

To ask for a report on the success of the recent Halloween Bonfire at Fettercairn and to further as if efforts will be made in future years to hold such an event elsewhere

Reply:

The original purpose of the “Community Bonfire” in Fettercairn was to reduce the number of small illegal bonfires in the area .An analysis of previous years had indicated that approximately 15 bonfires take place in the Fettercairn area every year despite the efforts of the Parks and Environmental Services Department staff in collecting material from sites for several weeks before Halloween. With the increased control of dumping and since the introduction of charges for waste management, bonfires were seen as opportunities for people to conveniently dispose of material free of charge. There were increasing costs associated with the bonfires in terms of labour and plant hire and in addition there are costs associated with the involvement of the Gardai and the emergency services. The “Community Bonfire” was seen as an opportunity to reduce costs and also to reduce atmospheric pollution and damage to open spaces, as Council Staff are on hand to monitor what goes onto the bonfire and to protect the open spaces.  

The Fettercairn Community bonfire, as it is known now, has taken place for the last 4 years at Drumcairn avenue and is organised by Parks, Estate Management, Environment and Community Departments of the Council as well as Fettercairn Estate management Committee, Tallaght Gardai, Civil Defence and local residents. The approach taken has reduced the number of bonfires on the open space at Drumcairn Avenue in favor of one larger bonfire that is now supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety.  The Bonfire has now become a Community event which is well attended by local residents especially families and children.

This year’s bonfire started on a damp note with heavy downfalls of rain, but thankfully the rain was short lived and the fire was successfully lit at 5.30 pm by local man Richie Kavanagh. Thanks to donations from local residents throughout the day there was plenty of wood for the fire! The area, as always, was cordoned off with barriers, and  Environmental Services Department staff were on hand to make sure that wood only and nothing toxic was put on the fire.

The night also involved Community activities such as competitions, fancy dress, minerals and sweets given out to children etc. Local drummers kept the atmosphere brewing .The fire was put out at approx 9.00 pm by the Civil Defence and Parks Staff. Overall it was a fun and peaceful event and an opportunity for locals to interact and partake in the Halloween festivities in their own neighbourhood.

Question:

To ask for a report on the success of the operation mounted to protect the bus service over the Halloween weekend

Garda DMRS Reply:

There was continuous liaison between the Dublin Bus Forum and the Gardai at Tallaght, where matters of concern were immediately identified, policing operations were put in place to diffuse any potential threats, which resulted in the smooth passage of Dublin Bus services in the Tallaght area at this time.  Through this liaison a successful policing operation was mounted.  Covert and overt patrols were carried out by members of Tallaght Community Gardai and Tallaght Drugs Units who liaised with Dublin Bus Inspectors to identify any trouble. Superintendent Dolan had close liaison with Dublin Bus Management.  

Garda DMRW Reply:

No incidents report regarding issues with any bus services over the Halloween period. Particular attention was paid to all bus services within the Sub Districts  to ensure smooth running’s of all bus services.

Question:

To ask for a report on continued efforts to combat the drugs problem throughout Dublin South West

Garda DMRS Reply: 

In respect to the above the Tallaght Drugs Unit has been pro-active in engaging in both covert and overt surveillance operations and combined with regular and extensive patrolling of the area which has lead to many seizures of illegal substances. Information is cultivated from a number of sources in the Tallaght Area.  The drug problem is being fought not only by the Tallaght Drugs Unit but also by the District Detective Unit, Operation Anvil Unit, Community Policing, Tallaght Regular Units and Divisional Task Force. Numerous on street searches as well as premises are conducted on a daily basis to combat the drugs problem.  

Continued liaisons are conducted with National Drugs Unit and with Customs and Excise through Inspector Maura Walsh, The Garda Customs Liaison Inspector, to help combat drugs. Operation Clean Street is utilised on a regular basis to prevent street dealing in the area.   

Garda DMRW Reply:

Search Warrants obtained 2009:

Clondalkin  
858

Rathcoole
114

Search of persons:

Clondalkin
766

Rathcoole
95

Charges in relation to drug offences:

Clondalkin
31

Rathcoole
11

Summons in relation to drug offences:

Clondalkin
6

Rathcoole
0

Question:

To ask for a report on effective action being taken to deal with what is being described by the Kingswood Heights Residents Association as ‘some very serious issues of anti-social behaviour in the estate’

Garda DMRS Reply:

Meetings have taken place between the Gardai and the Residents Associations of Kingswood Heights.  On 15/11/09 Superintendent Eamon Dolan met with the Residents Association. Issues of concern were identified and policing operations will be put in place to deal with these matters.  The Crime Prevention Officer will be visiting the area to give advice re the Community Centre, which has recently been broken into on 3 occasions namely 29/08/09, 04/10/09, 20/10/09 and environmental issues in the area.  Continued liaison will take place between the Community Gardai from Tallaght and Clondalkin to ensure the concerns of the local residents are dealt with.  

Garda DMRW Reply:

With reference to the above, these are the numbers of incidents under each category between the 1st of January 2009 and the 17th November 2009.

Crime:

Public Order Offences


6

Robbery




0

Thefts





6

Criminal Damage



9

Burglary




4

Drugs





0

Traffic UT




2

Garda Activity:

Public Order Arrests


6

Drugs Searches Person


15

Simple Possession Drugs


0

Premises searched with Warrant,            0

The main numbers of issues raised in Kingswood are Public Order around the shops, Church back and roof, anti-social behaviour at Kingswood Castle entrance and illegal parking at Tynan Hall Avenue.

1.
Kingswood Shops and Church:

The Church in Kingswood is situated beside the Kingswood Shops.  I perform regular patrols of the area.  The main issue is youths hanging around the Church and the shops.  When directed to move on under Section 8 of the Public Order Act they do so.  A number of J.L.O’s have been issued for this offence. I am also investigating of criminal damage at the church whereby rubbish was set alight at the rear Church door. Pulse incident 6219535. In the last few weeks this problem has eased considerably due to regular patrols of the area.

2
Anti-social behaviour at the Kingswood Castle Entrance:

This area is also patrolled regularly by Community Policing.  Youths and children are moved on on a regular basis from the entrance to the Park and the Ballymount ruins.  There have been no reports in relation to the Luas in the last few months.

3
Illegal Parking at Tynam Hall Avenue, Kingswood:

Over the last 2 months I have been monitoring the parking.  The problem of parking was mainly from 7 – 9 pm in the evening when Newlands Cemetery was closed.  Approximately 40 fixed charge penalty notices were issued by myself. This seems to have eased the problem.

Kingswood Residents Meeting:

A monthly meeting is held by Kingswood Residents Association. I meet a sub group of 2 or 3 residents and problems voiced at meetings are brought to the attention of the Gardaí.  As Kingswood is divided between the ‘L’ and ‘M’ Districts, a Representative from Tallaght also attends.  Garda Sarah Bolger is currently the Community Garda on the Tallaght side. I regularly up-date Jackie White on incidents and happenings in the area.  The last meeting was on the 5th November 2009.  Garda Bolger and I also wrote an article on security to be placed in the Kingswood Newsletter as requested by the Residents Association.

Jackie White’s telephone number is 086   6081407.

Cllr. P. Cosgrave

Question:

That this committee discuss the safety of residents and policing in the Ballyroan area of Rathfarnham.

Reply:

The Ballyroan area is actively patrolled by the ordinary uniform patrols attached to Rathfarnham Garda Station, supplemented by the Community Policing Unit, the local District Detective Unit, the  local Drugs Unit and units attached to Operation Anvil by way of vehicular, mountain bike and foot patrols. The Ballyroan area of Rathfarnham would be considered a safe area with a low incidence of crime. 
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Councillor Robert Dowds,
Chairperson,

Joint Policing Committee,
South Dublin County Council,
County Hall,

Tallaght,

Dublin 22.

16" November 2009.

Dear Councillor Dowds,

At the last meeting of the Clondalkin Drugs Task Force the guidelines for the
establishment of Local Policing Fora in Local Drugs Task Force areas was discussed. As
you are aware there are currently two Community Safety Forms in operation in the area.

It is the recommendation of the Clondalkin Drugs Task Force that the North and
Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin Community Safety Forums are officially
recognised as the Policing Fora the Clondalkin area under the structures of the South
County Dublin Joint Policing Committee as outlined in section 1.3 of guidelines on the
establishment of Local Policing Fora in Local Drugs Task Force Areas.

If you need any information or need to discuss this further please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Yours sincerely,

“ éandra Mullen,
Acting Coordinator
Cc Ann Byrne SDCC
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