COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th January 2010


	PRESENT 


	                    Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Coburn, E.
	Keating, D.

	Corr, M.
	Kenny, G.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lahart, J.

	Crowe, S.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Maloney, E

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh,  E. Conroy, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, B. Sheehan, B. Coman

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. ni Dhomhnaill, J. Quinlivan, Y. Dervan, H. Hogan, P. Murphy, E. O’Gorman

	Senior Planners
	C. Ryan 

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	Inter-Agency Development Co-ordinator
	Dean O’Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor Councillor M. Duff presided.

At the commencement of the meeting the Mayor extended his best wishes for a happy New Year and advised that, in accordance with Standing Order No. 13, he proposed a change in the Order of Business to allow the Manager give a report on the implications of the current bad weather on the Council’s services.  This was unanimously agreed.
This report will precede the (M1) Mayors Business. 
H1/0110 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a)  Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th December 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
Proposed by Councillor M. Duff  and seconded by Councillor E. Walsh.
b)  Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 21st December 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

Proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor E. Walsh
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2(a)/0110 
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 15TH DECEMBER 2009       
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants

Application for grant aid under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, 
in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1842
	Ballyroan Community Centre
	1.4 Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	30/03/09
	€30,000



It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and 
RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Cllr M. Duff, seconded by Cllr Cosgrave: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting 15th December 2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
The Deputy Mayor thanked all those involved in the provision of the facility at Ballyroan Community Centre which was now almost complete.
 H2(b)/0110    LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 1ST DECEMBER 2009  DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PARKS, PLANNING, HOUSING, ROADS (2 REPORTS -(i)  3 TON BAN ON WOODFORD WAY, (ii) REVIEW SURVEY ON N4)
Roads Business

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:
(i) 3 TONNE BAN ON WOODFORD WAY
The following report as circulated was presented by the Manager and considered:

“At the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on Tuesday, 1st 
December, 2009 it was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor 
T. Gilligan:-


“This Committee directs South Dublin County Council to impose a 3 tonne restriction 
ban for the main road through Woodford/Monksfield (on Woodford Way), 
Clondalkin.”


The following report by the Manager was READ:


“A survey was carried out on Thursday 15th Oct 2009


Survey times 7:30 am to 9:30 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm


A visual survey was carried on vehicles (large vans and heavier)

	Time period
	Towards Nangor Road
	Towards Monastery Road
	notes

	7:30 am to 8:30 am
	23
	29
	Plus 4 local delivery etc.

	8:30 am to 9:30 am
	23
	26
	Plus 2 local

	1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
	12
	13
	Plus 1 local

	2:00 pm to 3:00 pm
	15
	22
	Plus 2 local

	3:00 pm to 4:00 pm
	11
	19
	Plus 5 local



The survey team noted that the goods vehicles were predominantly large vans (e.g. 
transit)


Depending on the van type they may be less than 3 tonnes unladen.


The road is without frontal development.


It is traffic calmed and pedestrian crossings are provided at the Nangor Road and at 
the Pub / Shops


The volume of goods traffic observed is within normal range for this type of road (to 
observe 10 such vehicles would take approx 20 minutes)


Based on the above data the provision of a 3 tonne restriction is not recommended.”


Following contributions from Councillors R. Dowds and T. Gilligan, Mr. J. McLoughlin, 
Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.   


The Motion was PASSED and it was AGREED that the above motion would be referred 
to the January 2010 Council Meeting as a Headed Item under Report of Area 
Committees.


MANAGERS REPORT:

It should be noted that the road is designated as a local distributor road and has 
frontage free status. From the survey data it is clear that there is no significant 
volume of HGV’s using the road and that the commercial vehicles that are using the 
road are mainly transit type vans. None of these vehicles will be affected by a 3 ton 
restriction and when combined with the vehicles 


In the current economic climate it is important to note any potential impact a 
decision of the Council may have on the commercial and/or economic life of  our 
county, and in this regard it has been Council policy to limit these impacts in so far as 
this is consistent with the orderly economic and social development of the County. 
The major problem with banning HGV’s is enforcement as access is still permitted 
into a banned area provided the HGV or the driver has business in the area.


As the road is traffic calmed and as there are pedestrian crossings provided at the 
key crossing points, it is considered that no further proposals are necessary for the 
road at this time. It is recommended however that the road be further monitored and 
that another survey be carried out in the second half of 2010 to further assess the 
volumes of larger type vehicles using the road.


In the circumstances it is not recommended that the motion be passed.”
The Manager in presenting the report to the Members outlined results of a survey which had taken place recently on this road.  The survey showed that there was not extensive use of HGVs on the road, that the route was already traffic calmed, had traffic lights on the route and a weight restriction would have serious economic implications for businesses in the area.  He also indicated that there was extensive debate on this issue in the context of the review of the County Development Plan. Accordingly the Manager recommended NOT to impose a 3 tonne ban.
A debate on the matter followed with contributions from Councillor Dowds, Tuffy, Ridge and Hannon during which the Lucan Clondalkin members sought the support of the Council to this Motion.  The main focus of the debate was as follows:

· Management had previously requested the members hold back on requesting this ban until the Red Cow Interchange was complete.  
· The road divides a large housing estate and there were alternative routes for HGVs to take.  
· The difficulty for residents in accessing schools in the village due to amount of HGV traffic.  
· The number of other such proposals before the Manager. 
· Whether the request had gone before the Traffic Management Committee.  
· The position of the Gardai in relation to such proposals.
The Manager responded to the issues and stated that if the Motion was passed it would be forwarded to the Garda Commissioner who would have the final say.  It was noted that the results of traffic surveys are normally considered by the Traffic Management Committee but in this case the Motion from the  Area Committee Meeting had pushed the matter to the Council meeting and away from the usual forum.
Councillor R Dowds proposed that the Motion be put to a roll call vote and this was seconded by Councillor T Ridge.
A roll call vote on the recommendation of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) for a 3 tonne ban on Woodford Way was taken with the results as follows:
Result of the roll call vote:
FOR  13

AGAINST  0
ABSTAINED  7
ABSENT  6
The MOTION was PASSED.
(ii) N4 ROAD WIDENING
The following report as circulated was presented by the Manager and considered:

REPORT:


At the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on Tuesday, 1st December, 
2009 it was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor G. 
O’Connell:


“That this Area Committee requests the Manager conduct a full Review Survey of the 
N4 road widening works in the Lucan and Palmerstown areas, with a view to 
examining the impact of these works in terms of the impact of increased noise and 
loss of visual amenity to local residents, particularly where there was no additional 
noise attenuation measures or boundary fencing put in place in the interest of the 
quality of life of residents living in established residential areas, and that the Manager 
would agree to report back by way of a headed item with the results of this review 
survey to a later Area Committee Meeting.”


 The following report by the Manager was Read:-


“Road schemes prepared by the Council and submitted to An Bord Pleanala are 
designed on the basis of an assessment of existing and expected traffic volumes and 
the likely effects on the environment over the design life of the scheme. Noise 
mitigation and visual intrusion are examined as part of this assessment and 
mitigation is provided where certain parameters are met.


There are no traffic noise regulations in force in this country and as part of the 
Government road development programme it became necessary to set guideline 
values so that schemes were in conformity to environmental directives. It should be 
noted that these assessments are a snap shot in time projected into the future which 
take into account other developments which may or may not take place over the 
lifetime of the scheme. In many cases these developments do not take place. It is 
not an exact science and the final outcome may not be as described in the analysis, 
nevertheless, the assessment is a valid projection of the likely effects of the road 
scheme on the environment at the design year. The design year is normally 15 years 
post opening and the directive is silent on whether it is necessary to re-examine the 
study in advance of that time. This is so that there would be a definitive end to a 
scheme in the context of expenditure.


The avenues for review are quite limited therefore until the design year is reached. 
The Council is obliged, however, to implement the noise action plan for the Greater 
Dublin Area in so far as it relates to the Council area and implement remedial 
measures where necessary and where resources are specifically provided.”


Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, 
Senior Engineer responded to the queries raised and the report was NOTED.  The 
Motion was PASSED and it was AGREED that the above motion would be referred to 
the January 2010 Council Meeting as a Headed Item under Report of Area 
Committees.

MANAGERS REPORT:


The N4 National Primary Route is under the control of the National Roads Authority 
(NRA). It should be noted therefore that the Council has no function in relation to a 
review of the N4 scheme as it has no powers to carry out any works without the prior 
approval of the NRA. It is not therefore possible to comply with the terms of the 
motion as passed by the Area Committee.


The Council has the responsibility within its administrative boundary to implement the 
Dublin Agglomeration Noise Action Plan. The Action Plan provides that from its 
adoption on 31st October 2008 for a five year period to 2013, the Council through its 
Environmental Services Department will monitor the traffic noise in the County area 
based on the Noise Mapping Plan. This plan proposes to identify a variety of areas 
where there are traffic noise issues arising; these areas will range from quiet 
residential areas to park areas in proximity to traffic. The plan will identify where 
specific actions are required to reduce noise over time and provide for specific 
remedial works where monies have been provided for in Council budgets. In effect 
the Action Plan has been incorporated as part of the County Development Plan and 
the roll out of more sustainable practices will reduce the existing noise impacts. 


It is proposed to locate a number of monitoring stations in the vicinity of the recently 
constructed major routes to establish the levels of noise in accordance with the Noise 
Action Plan. The N4 will be included in this process.
It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor Brian Lawlor and agreed to consider (M2) Motion 2 in tandem with this report.
(M2)
 “That the Manager would agree to carry our review surveys of major road widening projects in our county, which when completed, often following decisions made by An Bord Pleanála, leave homes in many areas in our communities at serious disadvantages owing to increased noise levels and loss of visual amenities, which clearly demonstrates that examination of such matters at the early planning stages can be inadequate or even flawed.”


REPORT:

Road schemes prepared by the Council and submitted to An Bord Pleanala are 
designed on the basis of an assessment of existing and expected traffic volumes and 
the likely effects on the environment over the design life of the scheme. Noise 
mitigataion and visual intrusion are examined as part of this assessment and 
mitigation is provided where certain parameters are met.


There are no traffic noise regulations in force in this country and as part of the 
Government road development programme it became necessary to set guideline 
values so that schemes were in conformity to environmental directives.  It should be 
noted that these assessments are a snap shot in time projected into the future which 
take into account other developments which may or may not take place over the 
lifetime of the scheme. In many cases these developments do not take place.  It is 
not an exact science and the final outcome may not be as described in the analysis, 
nevertheless, the assessment is a valid projection of the likely effects of the road 
scheme on the environment at the design year.  The design year is normally 15 years 
post opening and the directive is silent on whether it is necessary to re-examine the 
study in advance of that time. This is so that there would be a definitive end to a 
scheme in the context of expenditure.


The avenues for review are quite limited therefore until the design year is reached. 
The Council is obliged, however, to implement the noise action plan for the Greater 
Dublin Area in so far as it relates to the Council area and implement remedial 
measures where necessary and where resources are specifically provided. It is 
proposed to locate a number of monitoring stations in the vicinity of the recently 
constructed major routes to establish the levels of noice in accordance with the Noice 
Action Plan. 

Bottom of Form

On moving this motion Councillor Keating outlined the background to the   Motion. He appreciated the Manager’s commitment outlined to the installation of noise monitoring stations along the N4 as outlined in the reports circulated and requested that the Outer Ring Road, although completed some time ago, also be included in the noise monitoring study.  He also requested details where the monitors would be located and a timescale for installation of noise monitors.
Contributions followed from Councillors Lavelle and O’Connell in support of the Motion and requested consultation on the location of monitoring stations. 
The Manager responded by stating that there are currently no statutory guidelines in place in relation to noise.  However the Council is obliged to produce a Noise Action Plan by 2013 and indicated that discussion will take place with the Principal Environmental Health Officer in relation to the location of the noise monitoring stations.  A report will be brought back to the Lucan Clondalkin Area Members.  Noise monitors should be in place within the next few months.

The Reports were  NOTED.
H2(c)/0110 
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) -  8TH DECEMBER  2009   DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT -  COMMUNITY GRANTS), CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES  (1 REPORT - LCACM AGENDA BUSINESS)
Community Business
The following report as circulated was presented by the Manager and considered:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been 
received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance 
with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is 
recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF 1896
	Speisialta
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	13/10/09
	€200

	GF 1903
	Clondalkin Village Community Games
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity) 
	05/11/09
	€200


 
Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy seconded by Councillor D. Keating and 
RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
contributions as recommended in the foregoing report.”
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Corporate Services & Libraries Business
The following report as circulated was presented by the Manager and considered:
Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Business

REPORT:

“In the context of a review of Area Committee meetings it was previously agreed to 
monitor activity and progress in relation to the freeflow of Area Committee 
business for the period September 2009 to December 2009 and an item appeared on 
the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (2) -  8th December  2009 with 
particular reference to the weighting of business at LCAC meetings.


It was agreed at that meeting that from January 2010 the“The business of Lucan 
Clondalkin Area Committee Meetings be conducted as follows:


L/CACM  1. Planning, Development, Roads and Parks    

L/CACM  2. Housing, Environment, Community, Corporate and Library 
Services,

and that the weighting of business being transacted continue to be monitored” 
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The reports were NOTED and it was proposed by Cllr M. Duff, seconded by Cllr Ridge: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (2) -8th December 2009 – Community Department & Corporate Services Department  be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H3/0110
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H4/0110
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
 H5/0110
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M.Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh     and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q7    be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0110
MANAGER’S MEETING WITH NAMA



QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he agree to  give a report in the near future by way of a headed item to each area Committee in relation to his meeting/meetings held in relation to NAMA and giving a broad outline if he can on any lands or properties sited  in each particular Committee area and the potential impact NAMA will have on development in this local Authority area?

REPLY:

An informal meeting was held between the four Dublin Managers and the CEO of 
NAMA on Monday 23rd November 2009. The purpose of the meeting was to introduce 
the Managers to the CEO and explore what assistance, if any, might be required.


There was no discussion in relation to individual developers or sites in any of the 
counties.   It is important that NAMA has an overview of extent of zoned land in each 
county 
and each Manager provided an update on the status of the County 
Development Plan for their area.  In the case of South Dublin County Council the 
position in relation to Strategic Development Zones was also outlined.


All of the issues discussed related to information already in the public domain.  This 
Council will assist NAMA to access its on-line mapping and geographic information if 
this facilitates its operation.


I have no other information for discussion with Members at Area level as requested in 
the question. When specific information becomes available Members will be advised 
on the details

The following link provides access to the recently enacted NAMA legislation
 Q2/0110
NAMA

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager in respect to NAMA if he is he aware of any  significant or potential impact and added value, that new planning  applications to this local authority will have from NAMA lands and sites, if there are now added new responsibilities impacting on the Council and does he propose to introduce new structures or procedures  at Council level to deal with this new situation?

REPLY:

The requirements and procedures for the processing of all planning applications are 
prescribed in the Planning and Development Act, 2000, and subsequent 
Ministerial regulations. 

Under this legislation the Council is obliged to determine all valid planning 
applications, within specified timescales, and when doing so is expressly restricted to 
considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, regard 
being had to the provisions of the Development Plan, and various other statutory 
plans, orders, and guidelines.


The Council does not have discretion to decide whether or not to process any 
particular application, or type of applications nor does it have any control over 
the market values of lands/properties, resulting from any planning decision (grant or 
refusal).
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Q3/0110
CDP’s 

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager is he aware of any Community Development Projects in the local Authority area affected by negative financial changes in the recent budget and can he give a report on how these changes are impacting on these groups?

REPLY:

The aim of the new Local and Community Development Programme as announced by 
the Minister is to tackle poverty and social exclusion through partnership and 
constructive engagement  between Government and its agencies and people in 
disadvantaged communities.  This will be underpinned by four high-level goals which 
are: to promote awareness, knowledge and uptake of a wide range of statutory, 
voluntary and community services; to increase access to formal and informal 
educational, recreational and cultural development activities and resources; to 
increase peoples’ work readiness and employment prospects; and to promote 
engagement with policy, practice and decision making processes on matters 
affecting local communities.


In announcing €67.5m for the new Local and Community Development Programme 
(LCDP) the Minister indicated that the programme will provide more efficient and 
streamlined social inclusion services to those people in the country who need them 
most. This new programme supersedes the Department’s current two main social 
inclusion/community development programmes – The Local Development Social 
Inclusion Programme (LDSIP) and the Community Development Programme, which 
will come to an end on 31 December 2009.


The new Programme is designed to preserve elements of good practice from the 
existing CDP/LDSIP Programmes and will serve those who need them much more 
effectively. It will have enhanced monitoring and evaluation mechanisms, ensuring 
that services are more streamlined, by minimising structures and co-ordinated 
planning. 


The projects that have been advised they will no longer receive funding in South 
Dublin County area are:


North Clondalkin CDP in North Clondalkin


The Dolcain Project in South West Clondalkin


Equal Access CDP (formerly the Special Project for the Longterm Unemployed) in 
West Tallaght


West Tallaght Resource Centre in West Tallaght


In addition Quarryvale House CDP in North Clondalkin  ceased in 2009.


It is understood that a number of the groups notified of the cessation of funding 
under the new programme have appealed the decision. It is intended that the roles 
will pass in some way to the Area Partnerships but the detail regarding this is not yet 
available.
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Q4/0110
HOMELESS STRATEGY 


QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager will he give an update on proposals to roll out the homeless strategy for the County in the following year?

REPLY:

The vision contained in the Homeless Agency's Action Plan 2007-2010 is the ending 
of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the end of 
2010.This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:


-The prevention of homelessness.


-The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local authority areas.


-The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate supports as required.


In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy, Pathway to Home, 
from the 1st April 2010 the Homeless Persons Unit which is located in the City Centre 
and provides an assessment and placement service to the 4 Dublin Authorities will no 
longer be used for that purpose.  From that date on all who are presenting as 
homeless will have to call to the relevant Council and will be assessed and placed by 
that Council.   South Dublin County Council has established a unit to 
specifically address the needs of homeless persons who present from that date.


While it is the intention that all emergency accommodation for homeless persons 
should be in their own County it is recognised that this is not possible in the short 
term and the existing emergency accommodation in use will continue for some time 
to allow an orderly withdrawal from it and its replacement in the other Counties. 


This Council is currently examining a number of options for the provision of 
Emergency accommodation and a report will be brought to the Council in the near 
future in this regard


It is also the aim to ensue that emergency accommodation is returned to its original 
intention of being short term support for homeless and to this end to move all 
persons homed in such accommodation into mainstream housing within 6 months.  
To enable this the DOEHLG have provided 2 targeted schemes to address the long 
term housing needs of people progressing from emergency to independent living.  
These schemes are know as Support to live independently (SLI) and Homeless RAS 
initiative.


Both of these schemes envisage the procurement of accommodation largely in the 
private sector on a long term basis.  In the case of SLI accommodation with low to 
medium supports will be provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general 
support service which the DOEHLG and Homeless Agency have now secured.  RAS 
option will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.   Tenants 
allocated housing under the schemes will be required to pay a rent based on the 
Differential Rent Scheme.


The 4 Dublin authorities have now established a inter authority group who will 
source and procure leased accommodation from private developers throughout the 
region.  The accommodation will be in each authority in line with the number of 
homeless persons to whom we have a duty of care.  Currently this Council is working 
in conjunction with the City and the HPU to establish the numbers we will have to 
accommodate.  Any accommodation sourced will be in accordance with the limits 
set out in the Housing Strategy. 


The DOEHLG have indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the 
proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation which is currently being used as 
mainstream housing and that it will be of similar to what was provided in 2009.  


The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities sets out the criteria for eligibility for 
housing based on homeless priority. It is not envisaged that these criteria will need to 
 significantly increased in 2009 and in line with current practice those applying for 
housing on the grounds of homelessness are placed on the Homeless Register for 
priority housing. They are not included on the Housing List as well.  


The Council is fully committed to implementation of the Homeless Strategy and will 
continue to develop the provision of local responses to meet the needs 
of homeless 
applicants within the Council's administrative area.
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Q5/0110
WASTE CHARGES 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to report on his new proposed waste collection charges for 2010, and when specifically will he introduce any such new charges for the collection of:

a. The Grey Bin, and

b. The Brown Bin?

REPLY:

There are a number of factors to consider when setting charges for waste.  This has 
been an area with a lot of changes in recent years and as borne out in the 
International Review of Waste will continue to be an area of change.  However in 
terms of charges at this time there are three factors to be taken into account:-


In 2009 the Council introduced a new advanced credit system which will enable 
customers to place credit on their accounts and for credit to be deducted each time 
their bin is lifted.  This new system wipes out the potential for fraudulent use of 
tags.  It has been impossible to ascertain the level of income that has been lost due 
to this fraud.  The Gardai have reported that the operation to produce them is very 
sophisticated and it is not possible to isolate the fraudulent tags used to date.  It is 
however anticipated that there will be an increase in income arising from wiping out 
this problem.


In addition the brown bin introduction which must be in place in the first quarter of 
2010 will impact on the presentation rates in the county.  There has been a complete 
collapse of presentation of residual waste in the county and the brown bin may well 
stabilise the system and will, in turn, be taken into consideration when reviewing 
costs.  There will be a charge for the brown bin but it will be less than the black bin.  
Bye-Laws will be brought before the Council which will enable customers to avail of 
either a composter or a brown bin.  Customers will be required under these bye-laws 
to use one of these systems.


Thirdly there has been a rationalisation proposal put before the unions in order to 
drive down costs in line with a changing situation in relation to the presentation of 
waste in the county.  The outcome of these negotiations will further impact on the 
service and impact on costs.


It must be noted that South Dublin County Council is the only provider in the Dublin 
region which enables customers to be fully in control of their waste costs as there is 
no fixed charge for the refuse service and customers can manage their own waste 
and in turn their own waste costs.


 The setting of a waste charge is an executive function and, at this stage, taking into 
account the points made above, it is premature to state either way what the charge 
will be in 2010 until the factors stated above can be accurately analysed.

Q6/0110
CCTV

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to provide an update on the recently concluded tender process for CCTV surveillance at Recycling Bring Centres and to report on the future operation and monitoring of this CCTV surveillance system?

REPLY:

Following conclusion of a lengthy tender process for security services undertaken by 
the Corporate Services Department on behalf of various Council Departments, a 
contractor has been identified for the provision of CCTV services and a Service Level 
Agreement will now be discussed with that contractor to provide CCTV coverage at 
bring centres where possible having regard for the Budget Provision for 2010.
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Q7/0110
WEBCASTING

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide an update on plans to webcast and video-archive meetings of the County Council online, and if he will advise the members of the free and low-cost options available in light of large sums expended by other local authorities on similar services?

REPLY:


The Council has for some time been considering its options in relation to webcasting 
and video-archiving meetings of the County Council.  The last report on this possible 
service was presented to the council in September 2009, when at that time it was 
reported  that it was proposed to pilot webcasting of a live library event.  This event 
was webcast in realtime on the Internet on 1st October, 2009, during South Dublin 
Innovates, South Dublin Libraries, in association with Poetry Ireland, and was later 
made available as a video on the Internet 
http://www.southdublininnovates.ie/videos-and-podcasts/videos .


As also advised any formal decision to introduce webcasting of Council meetings or 
changes in meeting administration procedure could only be made following full 
debate and approval of the council at a future OP&F meeting.  It is now intended to 
present a full report on this item to the Council at the January 2010 OP&F meeting. 

Bottom of Form

 H6/0110
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7(a)/0110  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
  H7(b)/0110  DISPOSAL OF SITE AT PROSPECT COTTAGES, LOT 1
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council advertised the above site for sale in the Irish Independent on 4th 
November 2009 and continuously on Daft.ie from that date.  The closing date for 
receipt of offers was 16th December 2009.


The Council received six valid offers for Prospect Cottages, Lot 1.  The Chief Valuer 
has recommended acceptance of the highest individual offer for Lot 1 of €300,000.00 
from Brian & Linda Stephens (which exceeded all combined offers) as being fair and 
reasonable subject to contract and completion of the legal formalities with the 
following conditions:-

1. Payment in the sum of €300,000.00 

2. A payment of 10% of the offer price on submission of the offer. 

3. Successful tenderer will be notified in writing following approval of the 
elected Members. 

4. Contract must be signed and final payment made within 2 months of the 
date of approval of elected Members of the Council. 

5. Each party shall be liable for their own legal fees.


I recommend in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 
2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of the site at 
Prospect Cottages, Lot 1, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 as shown 
delineated in red on Drawings No. LA/36/09 dated October 2009 comprising 1370 
square metres or thereabouts to Brian & Linda Stephens, 22A St Patrick’s Cottages, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. subject to the conditions outlined above.

The land being disposed of is part of lands acquired from Julia Fox in 2002 for 
Housing purposes.

 
J. Horan,

________________

County Manager
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn     and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of the site at Prospect Cottages, Lot 1, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 as shown delineated in red on Drawings No. LA/36/09 dated October 2009 comprising 1370 square metres or thereabouts to Brian & Linda Stephens, 22A St Patrick’s Cottages, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. subject to the conditions outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7(c)/0110    DISPOSAL OF SITE AT PROSPECT COTTAGES, LOT 2
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council advertised the above sites for sale in the Irish Independent on 4th 
November 2009 and continuously on Daft.ie from that date.  The closing date for 
receipt of offers was 16th December 2009.


The Council received four valid offers for Prospect Cottages, Lot 2.  The valuer has 
recommended acceptance of the highest individual offer for Lot 2 of €200,000.00 
from Martina Durkin (which equalled all combined offers) as being fair and 
reasonable subject to contract and completion of the legal formalities with the 
following conditions.

1. Payment in the sum of €200,000.00 

2. A payment of 10% of the offer price on submission of the offer. 

3. Successful tenderer will be notified in writing following approval of the 
elected Members. 

4. Contract must be signed and final payment made within 2 months of the 
date of approval of elected Members of the Council. 

5. Each party shall be liable for their own legal fees.


I recommend in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 
2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of the site at 
Prospect Cottages, Lot 2, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 as shown 
delineated in red on Drawing No.LA/37/09 dated October 2009 comprising 1110 
square metres or thereabouts, to Martina Durkin, 8 Templeroan Drive, Knocklyon, 
Dublin 16 subject to the conditions outlined above.

 


The land being disposed of is part of lands acquired from Timothy Rice in 1996 for 
Housing purposes.

 
J. Horan,

________________

County Manager
 
It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn     and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of the site at Prospect Cottages, Lot 2, Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 as shown delineated in red on Drawing No.LA/37/09 dated October 2009 comprising 1110 square metres or thereabouts, to Martina Durkin, 8 Templeroan Drive, Knocklyon, Dublin 16 subject to the conditions outlined in the foregoing report.”
 H7(d)/0110  DISPOSAL OF SITE AT NEW NANGOR ROAD
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council advertised the above site for sale in the Irish Independent on 4th 
November 2009 and continuously on Daft.ie from that date.  The closing date for 
receipt of offers was 16th December 2009.


The Council received three valid offers for Nangor Road.  The valuer was not 
prepared to recommend acceptance of any of the offers because he considered them 
to be too low.  He entered into negotiations with the highest tenderer who returned 
with a higher bid of €160,000.00.  The valuer is now prepared to recommend 
acceptance of the new highest tender offer for Nangor Road of €160,000.00 from Dr 
Jim McCarthy as being fair and reasonable subject to contract and completion of the 
legal formalities with the following conditions:-

1. Payment in the sum of €160,000.00. 

2. A payment of 10% of the offer price on submission of the offer. 

3. Successful tenderer will be notified in writing following approval of the 
elected Members. 

4. Contract must be signed and final payment made within 2 months of the 
date of approval of elected Members of the Council. 

5. Each party shall be liable for their own legal fees.


I recommend in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 
2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the Council dispose of the site at New 
Nangor Road/Cherrywood Crescent junction, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown 
delineated in red on Drawings No. LA/35/09 dated October 2009 comprising 1710 
square metres or thereabouts, to Dr Jim McCarthy, 69 Bushy Park Road, Rathgar, 
Dublin 6. subject to the conditions outlined above.


The land being disposed of is part of lands acquired from Deansrath Investment Co in 
1972 for Housing purposes.

 
J. Horan,

________________

County Manager
Bottom of F
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds  and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the Council dispose of the site at New Nangor Road/Cherrywood Crescent junction, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown delineated in red on Drawings No. LA/35/09 dated October 2009 comprising 1710 square metres or thereabouts, to Dr Jim McCarthy, 69 Bushy Park Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6. subject to the conditions outlined in the foregoing report.”

 H8/0110
PART 8 REPORT ON PROPOSED DANGAN/ SHELTON/ MUCKROSS/HILLSBROOK/ FERNHILL TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 
16th December, 2009.


Following consideration of the report, it was recommended by the Committee that 
the scheme as advertised be implemented subject to the following 4 modifications as 
listed in the report.

Modifications

1. The second ramp on Muckross Avenue will be relocated mid-way between 
the two entrances to Muckross Crescent.

2. It is proposed to omit the ramp at the junction of Hillsbrook Avenue and 
Muckross Avenue due to the location of existing driveways.

3. It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 33/35 Hillsbrook Drive due 
to the close proximity of adjacent ramp at 41/43.

4. It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 1/3 Fernhill Avenue.  


If the scheme is approved it will be included in the Rolling Capital Programme with 
other schemes.  The priority for the construction of the schemes will be determined 
having regard to the priority set by the Council and the availability of the necessary 
resources.


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)


WEDNESDAY, 16TH DECEMBER, 2009.  


HEADED ITEM NO. 7  

REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - 2007, DANGAN/SHELTON/MUCKROSS/HILLSBROOK/FERNHILL TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES.


INTRODUCTION:


Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements 
in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to 
the proposed works involved in the provision of traffic calming measures in 
Dangan/Shelton/Muckross/Hillsbrook/Fernhill.


DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:


The proposed works consist of the following:


1. The provision of standard traffic calming ramps, 


2. Associated road signage and road markings.


CONSULTATION PROCESS:


The design of this Traffic Calming Scheme took cognisance of numerous 
requests from Residents, Residents Associations, and Public 
Representatives for the installation of traffic calming measures in the 
Dangan/Shelton/Muckross/Hillsbrook/Fernhill area.  Draft proposals were 
discussed with the local Residents Associations prior to commencing the 
public consultation.


The Dangan/Shelton/Muckross/Hillsbrook/Fernhill Traffic Calming Scheme was 
advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001-2007, in the Echo on 25th March, 2009.  The scheme went on public display on 
25th March, 2009 to 22nd May, 2009 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, 
County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. A leaflet 
detailing the proposed measures was circulated to each household in this cell.


The closing date for submissions was Friday 5th June, 2009.  


SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:


74 submissions (180 individual residents) were received. A schedule of the 
submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions 
is available at the meeting. 


ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE 
SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by (a) Individual Resident (1) & (5) & Nine Residents (12) 

                                                   (b) Individual Resident (1)

	1.
	Submission
	(a) Disagrees with proposed measures on   

     Fernhill Park/Avenue.  

(b) Agrees with proposed measures on Fernhill 

     Road.

	1.
	Response
	(a) In view of the number of local objections it is proposed to omit the additional ramp on Fernhill Avenue.

(b) Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Former Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (2)

	2.


	Submission
	Requests a Stop/Yield sign on Dangan Drive at its junction with Dangan Avenue.

	2.
	Response
	This is a “T” junction within a housing estate and it is not normal practice to have Stop/Yield signs within residential estates.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Dublin Fire Brigade (3)

	3.
	Submission
	No objection to the proposal.  However it is recommended that ramps are not greater than 75mm high and are at 100m intervals.

	3.
	Response
	The ramps will not be greater than 75mm high and will be spaced at approx 100m intervals.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (4)                  

	4.
	Submission
	Dangan/Shelton used as a “rat-run” and raised the issue of traffic and parking on Dangan Avenue.

	4.
	Response
	The issue of parking on Dangan Avenue will be examined separately by the Traffic Section.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (6)

	5.
	Submission
	(a) Supports proposals.

(b) Requests road nameplate for Dangan Park.

	5.
	Response
	(a) Noted.

(b) The request will be forwarded to Traffic

     Section for examination.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (7) 

	6.
	Submission
	Opposed to ramps as motorists swerve left or right and sometimes endanger oncoming traffic.

	6.
	Response
	Proposed ramps are full width ramps and are being installed to slow down traffic.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: An Garda Siochána (8)

	7.
	Submission
	No Garda objections to proposals.

	7.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (9)

	8.
	Submission
	Understands the need for traffic calming ramps.  Suggests moving one ramp on Muckross Avenue further west of its junction with Muckross Crescent. 

	8.
	Response
	The ramp will be relocated mid-way between the two entrances to Muckross Crescent.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (10)

	9.
	Submission
	Supports proposals.  Suggests the installation of double yellow lines at the following junctions

(a) Muckross Avenue/Muckross Drive,

(b) Muckross Avenue/Hillsbrook Avenue, to prevent parking at junctions and provide better sight lines.

	9.
	Response 
	The request for double yellow lines will be examined separately by the Traffic Section.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (11)

	10.
	Submission
	Queries omission of traffic calming measures on Whitehall Road West.

	10.
	Response
	Whitehall Road West is a district distributor road.  It is not Council policy to install such measures on a district distributor road.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (13)

	11.
	Submission
	No evidence that ramps are required on Fernhill Road.  Objects to expenditure of money on traffic calming.  The Council’s decision should be based on need as well as representations of residents.

	11.
	Response 
	33 residents of Fernhill Road signed petition in favour of measures on Fernhill Road – see submission 31.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (14) and Councillor on behalf of Resident (18)

	12.
	Submission
	Supports proposals in general. 

However, has concern of location of 2 ramps at junction of Hillsbrook Avenue and Muckross Avenue adjacent to residence.

	12.
	Response
	It is proposed to omit the ramp at the junction of Hillsbrook Avenue and Muckross Avenue due to the location of existing driveways.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (15)

	13.
	Submission
	(a) Opposed to ramps on Hillsbrook Drive as traffic is light and never fast moving.  

(b) Ramps should only be constructed on Hillsbrook Avenue and Muckross Avenue and these should be limited to no more than 2 or 3.

Has also concerns in relation to costs and priorities.

	13.
	Response
	Hillsbrook Drive, Hillsbrook Avenue and Muckross Avenue were identified for attention during consultation with the Local Residents Associations.  It is proposed to proceed with the measures on these roads.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (16)

	14.
	Submission
	Suggests reducing the number of ramps.

(a) in Dangan Drive/Shelton Park from 6 to 4. 

(b) in Hillsbrook Drive from 4 to 3

(c) in Dangan Park from 6 to 3

(d) in Muckross Avenue from 4 to 3

(e) in Hillsbrook Avenue from 5 to 4

(f) in  Muckross Drive from 2 to 1

(g) in Fernhill Road from 4 to 3

	14.
	Response
	(b) It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 33/35 Hillsbrook Drive due to the close proximity of adjacent ramp at 41/43.

The roads in this traffic calming scheme were grouped together and the measures are designed to safeguard each road against unnecessary and speeding traffic.  In order for this scheme to be effective it is considered necessary to have ramps spaced at regular intervals to discourage speeding between ramps.  It is proposed to proceed with the measures on these roads excluding (b) above.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (17)

	15.
	Submission
	Objects to scheme, as control of excessive speed is a matter for Gardai not council. Suggests designating area as a special speed limit area of 30kph together with a more limited ramp programme of 2/3 ramps on Hillsbrook Avenue, Muckross Avenue and Shelton Park.

	15.
	Response
	The roads in this traffic calming scheme were grouped together and the measures are designed to safeguard each road against unnecessary and speeding traffic.  In order for this scheme to be effective it is considered necessary to have ramps spaced at regular intervals to discourage speeding between ramps.  It is proposed to proceed with the measures on these roads.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (19)

	16.
	Submission
	Supporting the proposal.  Requests that adequate space be provided between the ramp and the footpath for cyclists.

	16.
	Response
	A 300mm space is provided between ramp and kerb line. 


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Residents  (20) & (21)

	17.
	Submission
	Objection to ramps on 32-37 Dangan Park due to damage to car.

	17.
	Response
	The proposed ramps are to a maximum of 75mm in height. There is no evidence to suggest that driving over these traffic calming ramps at an appropriate speed causes damage to motor vehicles.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (22)

	18.
	Submission
	Welcomes proposals.  Concern that ramp will not effect driveway.

	18.
	Response
	The proposed ramps will be positioned so as not to interfere with existing driveways.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Former Councillor on behalf of

                                                     Individual Resident (23)

	19.
	Submission
	Resident requesting additional ramp at the junction of Fernhill Road & Limekiln Lane.

	19.
	Response
	It is considered that an additional ramp at this location is not warranted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Residents (24), (25), (26) (27), (28), (29), (30), (31), (32), (33), (34), (35), (36), (37), (38), (39), (40), (41), (42), (43), (44), (45), (46),

                           (47), (48), (49), (50), (51), (52), (53), (54), (55), (56),

                           (57), (58), (59).

	20.
	Submission
	Strongly in favour of proposed measures in Muckross & Dangan estates.

	20.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Former Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (60)

	21.
	Submission


	Resident is against the proposed ramp in Fernhill Park.

	21.
	Response
	The need for this ramp was identified during discussions with Local Residents Associations.  It is proposed to retain this ramp.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (61)

	22.
	Submission
	In favour of proposed measures in Dangan Park and surrounding roads.

	22.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Shelton/Dangan Residents Association (62).  Petition signed by 61 residents.

	23.
	Submission
	In favour of proposed measures.

	23.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Deputy on behalf of Individual Resident (63)

	24.
	Submission
	Resident states a lot of joyriding in the area and residents believe that ramps are essential for controlling speed on Muckross Avenue.

	24.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (64) & (70)

	25.
	Submission
	Fully supporting proposals.

	25.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (65) & Deputy on behalf of Same Resident (66)

	26.
	Submission
	Opposed to ramps in the area as cars unable to speed due to parked cars.

Money should be spent on footpath repairs.

	26.
	Response
	The roads in this traffic calming scheme were grouped together and the measures are designed to safeguard each road against unnecessary and speeding traffic.  In order for this scheme to be effective it is considered necessary to have ramps spaced at regular intervals to discourage speeding between ramps.  It is proposed to proceed with the measures on these roads.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (67)

	27.
	Submission
	Fernhill Road being used as a rat-run.  However, ramps will not deter this and suggests blocking traffic at 16 Fernhill Road.

	27.
	Response
	It is considered that the proposed measures on Fernhill Road will reduce the speed of traffic on this road.  It is not proposed to create a road closure as suggested. 


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (68) & Petition from 11 Residents of Dangan Park (73)

	28.
	Submission
	Objects to the scheme in its totality.  Suggests use of more signage e.g. stop sign, restricted access.

	28.
	Response
	Objections noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (69)

	29.
	Submission
	Objection to ramps on Fernhill Avenue & Fernhill Park due to damage to car.

	29.
	Response
	The proposed ramps are to a maximum of 75mm in height. There is no evidence to suggest that driving over these traffic calming ramps at an appropriate speed causes damage to motor vehicles.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Architect on behalf of Shopkeeper (71)

	30.
	Submission
	Strongly objects to proposed measures as no evidence provided that proposed traffic calming measures are in any way justified.

	30.
	Response
	The roads in this traffic calming scheme were grouped together and the measures were designed, following consultation with the Local Residents Associations to safeguard each road against unnecessary and speeding traffic.  In order for this scheme to be effective it is considered necessary to have ramps spaced at regular intervals to discourage speeding between ramps.  It is proposed to proceed with the measures on these roads.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Petition by 33 Residents on Fernhill Road (72)

	31.
	Submission
	Welcome the installation of ramps on Fernhill Road.

	31.
	Response
	Noted.


	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: 6 Residents of Rockfield Avenue (74)

	32.
	Submission
	In favour of measures.  Requests “standard ramps” unlike ramps on Rockfield Avenue.

	32.
	Response
	The ramps will not be greater than 75mm high.


RECOMMENDATION:


It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following 
modifications:

5. The second ramp on Muckross Avenue will be relocated mid-way between the two entrances to Muckross Crescent.

6. It is proposed to omit the ramp at the junction of Hillsbrook Avenue and Muckross Avenue due to the location of existing driveways.

7. It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 33/35 Hillsbrook Drive due to the close proximity of adjacent ramp at 41/43.

8. It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 1/3 Fernhill Avenue.  


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County 
Council for decision. 

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS

DANGAN/SHELTON/MUCKROSS/HILLSBROOK/FERNHILL 

TRAFFIC CALMING

CLOSING DATE – 5th June 2009

1. William Fogarty. 

2. Councillor Joe Neville, reps Noel Filgate, 2 Dangan Park, Kimmage, Dublin 12.
3. Dublin Fire Brigade, Mary Daly, E.F.P.O., Fire Brigade Headquarters, 165-169 
Townsend Street, Dublin 2.
4. Marie Lanen, 7 Dangan Avenue, Dublin 12.
5. William Rothwell, 12 Fernhill Avenue, Manor Estate, Dublin 12.
6. Alyson Black & GH Black, 64 Dangan Park, Off Kimmage Road West, Dublin 
12.
7. Paul Heffernan, 16 Hillsbrook Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
8. Terenure Garda, Henry Fitzpatrick, Superintendent, ‘P’ District, D.M.R. 
(South), Terenure Garda Station, Dublin 6W.
9. Winifred (Frida) Hill, 10 Muckross Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12. 
10. Robert Barber, 75 Muckross Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
11. Patrick O’Connor, 150 Whitehall Road West, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
12. PETITION signed by the following residents of Fernhill Avenue (16):- 

M. Bolger & Tom Higgins, 4 Fernhill Avenue, 

Thomas & Mary Frewen, 6 Fernhill Avenue,


Sean & Patricia Flood, 8 Fernhill Avenue,


Michael & Vivienne Devoy, 1 Fernhill Avenue,


Liz & John Phelan, 3 Fernhill Avenue,


Michael Crean, 5 Fernhill Avenue,


Kay Coffey, 2 Fernhill Avenue,


Joan & Frank Norton, 7 Fernhill Avenue,


Will & Sandra Rothwell, 12 Fernhill Avenue.  
13. Gearóid Cregg, 5 Fernhill Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12.
14. Robert and Mary O’Neill, 53 Hillsbrook Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
15. Tom Geraghty, 7 Hillsbrook Drive, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
16. John Geraghty.
17. Killian Boyle, 13 Hillsbrook Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
18. Councillor Colm Brophy, reps Mary O’Neill, 53 Hillsbrook Avenue, Perrystown, 
Dublin 12.
19. Mary Doyle, 27 Dangan Avenue, Dublin 12.
20. Michael & Teresa Cregg, 35 Dangan Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
21. Thomas Murtagh, 55 Dangan Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
22. Karen and Conor Murray, (25 Shelton Park from electoral register)
23. Councillor Joe Neville, Reps Bernard Dooley, 23 Fernhill Road, Manor Estate, 
Dublin 12.
24. Janet Dunne, 30 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
25. Peter Dunne, 30 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
26. Rose Ellis, 29 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
27. Rachel Gill, 21 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
28. Ann Nicholson, 18 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
29. Theresa Conroy, 16 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
30. Fiona Kinsella, 12 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
31. Dec Jones, 10 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
32. Elizabeth Moffett, 10 Muckross Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
33. John Connell, 14 Muckross Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
34. Ciaran Breen, 24 Muckross Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
35. Marie Morris, 28 Muckross Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
36. Lorcan and Josephine Dunne, 94 Rockfield Avenue, Dublin 12.
37. Christine Delaney, 3 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
38. Nick Broughahll, 4 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
39. Aine Byrne, 7 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
40. Dennis Hennessy, 8 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
41. Boinie Hendrick, 17 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
42. David Redmond, 18 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
43. Charles Duffy, 19 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
44. Margaret Worral, 21 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
45. Catherine Selvin, 22 Muckross Crescent, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
46. Christine Wilson, 1 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
47. Patricia M. Hendrick, 3 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
48. Cilla English, 4 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
49. Mary Farrelly, 5 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
50. Michael O’Dwyer, 6 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
51. Robert Duffy, 13 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
52. Joe O’Reilly, 14 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
53. Frances Malone, 15 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
54. Barry & Pamela Doyle, 16 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
55. Alan Lesware, 17 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
56. Angela Keegan, 18 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
57. Helen Collins, 19 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
58. James Coates, 20 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
59. June Morgan, 22 Muckross Grove, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
60. Councillor Joe Neville, reps Joyce Cardiff, 28 Fernhill Park, Manor Estate, 
Dublin 12.
61. Mary Buckley, 26 Dangan Park, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
62. PETITION signed by the following residents of Dangan Avenue, Drive, Park & 
Shelton Park (49):- 

Orla Fetherston, Shelton/Dangan Residents Association, 6 Dangan Drive,


Jimmy Kennedy, 65 Dangan Park,


Lily Hogan, 39 Shelton Park,

Therese Doherty, 49 Shelton Park,


Patrick Sheehan, 40 Shelton Park,


? Abbott, 45 Shelton Park,


Roisin Mayel, 3 Dangan Drive,


Brian McKirwan, 11 Dangan Drive,


Kathleen Kane, 13 Dangan Drive,


Jennifer Keogh, 17 Dangan Drive,


Adrienne Parkinson, 19 Dangan Drive,


Sean Kelly, 23 Dangan Drive,


Deboragh Hayes-Judge, 48 Shelton Park,


John Judge, 48 Shelton Park,


Claire Dwilly, 15 Dangan Avenue,


Brendan & Bernadette Fitzpatrick, 21 Dangan Avenue,


Noel Cahill & Tracey Elliott, 20 Dangan Avenue,


Bernard Sherry, 1A Dangan Park,


Joan Nesse, 40 Dangan Park,


Linda Branagan, 16 Dangan Avenue,


Teresa O’Hara, 14 Dangan Avenue,


Erin Clarke, 14 Dangan Avenue,


Eve Lynch, 3 Dangan Avenue,


Helen Hickey, 2 Dangan Avenue,


Anne Little, 4 Dangan Avenue,


Rita Brady, 19 Dangan Avenue,


Eoin Branagan, 17 Dangan Avenue,


Fionnuala Brannigan, 17 Dangan Avenue,


Mary Doyle, 27 Dangan Avenue,


Valerie Collins, 23 Dangan Avenue,


Mary Lacey, 34 Dangan Park,


Ann Riddy, 27 Dangan Park,


Hilda Hughes, 30 Dangan Park,


Robert Cahill, 13 Dangan Avenue,


A Gailey, 5 Dangan Park,


Nora Mullally, 7 Dangan Park,


David Sweeney, 18 Dangan Park


M Kennedy, 41 Dangan Park,


G Walsh, 42 Dangan Park,


A Kennedy, 43 Dangan Park,


? Quinn, 45 Dangan Park,


Anne McInerney, 48 Dangan Park,


Josephine Potts, 51 Dangan Park,


Carmel Murphy, 52 Dangan Park,


Carolanne Barber, 53 Dangan Park,


Doreen McGowan, 56 Dangan Park,


BC Hughes, 57 Dangan Park,


Nerina Nicotra, 15 Dangan Drive. 

63. Michael Mulcahy reps Mr. & Mrs. Peter Butler, 73 Muckross Avenue, 
Perrystown, Dublin 12.

64.
Deirdre Behan, 1 Shelton Gardens, Perrystown, Dublin 12.


65.
Mary T. Branagan, 61 Rockfield Avenue, Terenure, Dublin 12.


66.
 Michael Mulcahy TD, rep Mary T Branagan, 61 Rockfield Avenue, Dublin 12.


67.
 Stephen Shortland, 46 Fernhill Road.


68.
 G & H Farrell, 14 Dangan Park, Kimmage Road West, Dublin 12.


69. 
Eileen Fogarty, 19 Fernhill Park, Manor Estate, Dublin 12.


70. 
Nora Mullally, 7 Dangan Park, Kimmage Road West, Dublin 12.


71.
Niall D. Brennan Associates, 24 Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin 2 (on behalf of Sean 

and Grainne Mooney).


72.
PETITION signed by the following residents of Fernhill Road (34):-



Peter Keogh, 25 Fernhill Road,



Kenneth Plunkett, 42 Fernhill Road,



Peggy Moran,
27 Fernhill Road,



Rosaleen O’Doherty, 29 Fernhill Road,



Maureen & William Coleman, 51 Fernhill Road,



Ciaran Russell, 49 Fernhill Road,



Sharon Russell, 49 Fernhill Road,



Lily Devine, 45 Fernhill Road,



Paul Sweeney, 41 Fernhill Road,


Chris Bond, 39 Fernhill Road,


Kay Dempsey, 37 Fernhill Road,


Grettee Donnellan, 18 Fernhill Road,


J. Halliwell, 20 Fernhill Road,


Carol Quinn, 22 Fernhill Road,


Paul Flynn, 24 Fernhill Road,


William Murray, 26 Fernhill Road,


Alice O’Toole, 32 Fernhill Road,


Vera Kiernan, 38 Fernhill Road,


Siobhan Allen, 40 Fernhill Road,


Bernard Dooley, 23 Fernhill Road,


Noreen Jamieson, 44 Fernhill Road,


Bernie Plunkett, 42 Fernhill Road,


Myra O’Reilly, 31 Fernhill Road,


Brian Lennox, 21 Fernhill Road,


J. McDonnell, 17 Fernhill Road,


Gerard O’Connell, 15 Fernhill Road,


Deirdre Dalton, 13 Fernhill Road,


Valerie Couse, 9 Fernhill Road,


Colm O’Carroll, 7 Fernhill Road,


Una Bunbury, 3 Fernhill Road,


Pauline McCullagh, 12 Fernhill Road,


Ita Dunning, 14 Fernhill Road,


Willie Collins, 16 Fernhill Road.


73.
 Hilary Coffey, 14 Dangan Park, Kimmage Road West, Dublin 12 enclosing 
PETITION from residents of Dangan Park and Shelton Park (11):- 


D. Kelly, 38 Dangan Park, 


C. Lynch, 25 Dangan Park,


Nathaniel Filgate, 2 Dangan Park,


Kathy ?, 11 Dangan Park,


Rhonette Cullinan, 8 Dangan Park,


Anne Kennedy, 16 Dangan Park,


?, 3 Dangan Park,


Teddy & Audrey Tucker, 10 Dangan Park,


? Kennedy, 24 Dangan Park.


74.
 Deborah King, 95 Rockfield Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12.

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor and RESOLVED:
“That the proposed development be as advertised be carried out subject to the following 4 modifications as listed in the Manager’s report.

Modifications

1.
The second ramp on Muckross Avenue will be relocated mid-way 
between the two entrances to Muckross Crescent.

2.
It is proposed to omit the ramp at the junction of Hillsbrook Avenue 
and Muckross Avenue due to the location of existing driveways.

3.
It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 33/35 Hillsbrook 
Drive due to the close proximity of adjacent ramp at 41/43.

4.
It is proposed to omit the ramp in the vicinity of 1/3 Fernhill Avenue.”
H9/0110
REPORT ON PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO REAR OF 159/178 CASTLE PARK AND BETWEEN 164/165 AND 170/171 CASTLE PARK

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) 
held on Wednesday, 16th December, 2009.


Following consideration of the report it was Agreed:


“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of 
way at rear of 159 - 178 Castle Park and Between 164 – 165 and 170 – 171 
Castle Park, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0807 not 
be extinguished.”


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 
Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way at rear of 159 – 178 
Castle Park and between 164 – 165 and 170 – 171 Castle Park, Tallaght, as shown 
coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0807 not be extinguished”.



MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

WEDNESDAY, 16TH DECEMBER. 2009

HEADED ITEM NO. 8


PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT REAR OF 159 
– 178 CASTLE  PARK AND BETWEEN 164 – 165 AND 170 - 171 CASTLE  
PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN  24. Map Ref: RE 0807

The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 
Monday 22nd September, 2008.


“An application has been received from Housing Department and Residents of Castle 
Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24, to formally extinguish the public right of way of laneway at 
rear of 159 – 178 Castle Park and between 164 – 165 and 170 – 171 Castle Park, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24, and to effect the closure by means of incorporation into their 
gardens.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Wednesday 
1st  October, 2008 and signs were erected on site in accordance with 


Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations 
and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 14th November, 2008.


Submissions received : Total 13


The following is a breakdown of the submissions in response to the public 
advertisement/notice:-


In Favour -  Nil


Objections 13 (from 10 houses)


The objections received can be summarised as follows:

· Denial of access to rear garden/house.

· Access to rear of houses for emergency vehicles.

· Devaluation of property.


Utility/Service reports:-


Water Section have no objection subject “to a hydrant which is located to the back of 
No 178 within the pathway to the side, the disposal area must be set back a minimum of 1m 
from the hydrant.” 


Drainage Section have no objection but have stated that “access will be required to 
service the existing manholes in the side lanes between No’s 170-171 and No’s 164-165.”


Public Lighting have no objection. 


Bord Gais, Eircom, ESB and NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed 
extinguishment.


At the Tallaght Area Committee 
Meeing held on 15th December, 2008 the 
committee 
requested that an Oral Hearing be arranged 


Mr Joe O’Gorman (former Planning Inspector) conducted the Oral Hearing on Thursday 
2nd April, 2009. All 28 respondents were invited to attend this Oral Hearing (i.e. 13 
objectors and original 15 in agreement attached to the original application March 2008). 
However, on the day of the Hearing the attendees comprised of 1 supporting closure and 
10 objecting to closure.  Oral Hearing Report.




Planning Inspector’s Recommendation


8.1.
The residents against the extinguishment gave compelling direct evidence as to 
why the right of way should be retained.  Evidence was given that the right of way is 
used on a daily basis by residents.  They allege the right of way is essential as a means of 
access for them and emergency services.  They further claim that such a closure would 
also result in the devaluation of their property.  Of the nineteen houses (159-171) 
thirteen are terraced houses.  The closure of the laneway would result in bins and 
services being brought through the main houses.  I am not convinced that such a change 
is to the benefit of these residents, and in my opinion may be detrimental to their 
residential amenity. 


For the above reasons the Inspector does not recommend the extinguishment of this 
public right-of-way. 


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function 
of the Council.


Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh     and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way at rear of 159 – 178 Castle Park and between 164 – 165 and 170 – 171 Castle Park, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0807 not be extinguished”.
CORRESPONDENCE

Co.1/0110
Ministerial
Replies from Minister for Social & Family Affairs & from Taoiseach's office, regarding Carers Strategy.


The above correspondence was NOTED.

 Co2/0110
Ministerial
Reply from Minister for Children & Youth Affairs, regarding Adoption of Ethiopian Children.

The above correspondence was NOTED.

 Co3/0110
Correspondence from Drogheda Borough Council - Social Welfare Christmas Bonus.

The above correspondence was NOTED.

 Co4/0110
Reply from Dublin Bus, regarding provision of services.

The above correspondence was NOTED.

  Co5/0110
Reply from American Embassy, regarding Sean Garland.

The above correspondence was NOTED.

MR/0110 
MANAGER’S REPORT ON ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS AND COUNCIL’S SERVICES
Ms Philomena Poole, Deputy County Manager introduced the following report  and highlighted works which have been and are continuing to be carried out in relation to road gritting, provision of water & drainage services and maintenance of frontline services to residents since the beginning of the adverse weather conditions which began on 16th December 2009:
REPORT ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL’S ONGOING RESPONSE TO CURRENT PROLONGED ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS.
Since 16th December 2009, the Council has carried out - twice daily, morning and evening - gritting runs on the 350 km of the roads that are included in our gritting routes, with particular emphasis on the main commuting routes. This constitutes over 40% of the total roads in South Dublin County Council’s area. The gritting generally takes place at 7.00pm and 5.00am. Since the New Year additional spot gritting has taken place during the day throughout the County,

Road conditions in South Dublin County are monitored on a constant basis and the Council’s Traffic Management Centre provides live updates which are available on the Web and via SMS. The TMC is also used as an early warning system for difficulties as they arise and the TMC is able to advise the gritting teams on the ground of difficulties so that the gritting vehicles can be directed to the location without undue delay. Weather warnings and ongoing information is provided and constantly updated on the Council Website.

Members of the public can check the current traffic conditions on individual roads by logging on to the Council’s website at this link http://traffic.southdublin.ie/traffic_cams/traffic_cameras.aspx.

Based on advance forecasts provided by Met Eireann, the Council had anticipated the onset of adverse weather conditions and had stock piled the maximum storage capacity of 750 tonnes of red rock salt in its facilities. This quantity of gritting material is normally sufficient to provide for 25 gritting days under normal predicted conditions / average winter weather conditions and the normal winter gritting season lasts from November to March. Due to the prolonged period of cold weather and the continuous gritting of the roads, it was necessary for the Council to source additional gritting supplies and to date we have successfully procured additional supplies of gritting materials all through the festive holiday period and into the New Year. To date it is estimated that the additional materials sourced, in excess of the original stockpile of 750 ton, is in excess of 1,800 ton of salt and further deliveries are due this week.  It has been necessary to mix paving sand grit with the salt to provide sufficient quantities of gritting material to support the gritting programme.

It is important to acknowledge the contribution and sacrifices made by the Council’s gritting crews and other Council staff who have worked tirelessly over the entire Christmas and New Year holiday period to keep the roads in South Dublin open to traffic and other core services available. Staff, many of whom have small children at home, worked on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years Eve and New Years Day unselfishly and their dedication and diligence was primary in leading the Council’s efforts and responses to the emergency situation.

To date the number of additional man hours deployed to gritting the County’s roads and clearing of footpaths since the start of the recent prolonged spell of inclement weather is now in excess of 7,500 man hours. Over 13,000 linear kilometers of road have been gritted in the County since the start of the cold spell, utilising all 8 of the Council’s Gritting Trucks and deploying over thirty staff to the gritting and salting of the National Primary,  National Secondary, Regional and main Local routes in the County. This effort has been supplemented in recent days by the deployment of over 250 additional staff on Friday and Saturday as well as plant and machinery from all other departments within the Council to clear snow and ice from footpaths in the main commercial and shopping areas in our towns and villages. These clearance works will continue and attention is also being directed towards important facilities in the county including hospitals and health care units, libraries and other community facilities etc. Plans are now in place to manage the effects of the thaw including continued redeployment of staff and machinery in order to reduce the risk of flooding.  The Council continues to endorse recent calls to individuals and businesses to assist local authorities by clearing the area outside their house or premises.  The Council acknowledges major community efforts in this regard. 

The Council is in daily contact with the Gardai, HSE, Dublin Bus, Civil Defense and our neighbouring authorities to maximize our response and to keep the public formed of the current situation.  All schools in our County have been advised to keep in touch with the Council’s website and press releases for weather forecasts and the Council’s ongoing response. In particular the Council advised school authorities to seriously consider keeping schools in the County closed for the early days of this week, having regard to the current and forecasted conditions.

Road conditions throughout the County continue to require all drivers to exercise extreme care notwithstanding the slight improvement in current weather forecasts. The constant advice regarding the avoidance of non-essential journeys remains in place. Where it is necessary to undertake journeys, drivers should check the weather forecasts prior to departure and make sure that they have fully prepared for their journey. 

The current level of activity is stretching the Council’s resources and is dependent on the continued availability and delivery of salt and other gritting supplies. The Council continues to work in partnership with all parties including its suppliers to sustain its current level of response. At present, supplies are being sourced from three different suppliers in Carrickfergus, Cork and Limerick and a delivery schedule is in place to replenish gritting supplies. Further deliveries are promised or provisionally scheduled but their arrival is not guaranteed at this stage.

There had been significant disruption to the Council’s Grey Bin collection schedule since the onset of the current severe winter conditions. An initiative by the Roads, Parks and Environmental Services Departments arranged for special collections to take place for those customers who had been most inconvenienced. With gritting materials sourced by Roads Department, tractor and trailer units provided by the Parks Department and with the co-operation of the Grey Bin Collection Crews, special collections took place on Friday and Saturday last. These special services were directed at customers who would normally receive collections on a Friday and on a Monday. These innovations dealt with customers who had previously missed calls owing to the inclement weather and in anticipation of forecasted conditions next week. Unfortunately some estates with steep inclines have not been accessible to date on safety grounds and these will be prioritized as soon as conditions improve and permit.  Further details are available on the


Council’s website. 


South Dublin County Council has also issued appeals to water consumers to conserve 
water and not to leave taps running during this current cold spell.  Demand in the 
County is normally at 71 mega litres per day and is currently running at 78 mega 
litres.  The Council will manage the demand to ensure that overall supply will be 
maintained but in order to achieve this there will be a significant reduction in 
pressure overnight.


In relation to Housing number of callouts over Christmas and New year were 132, 
35 in Clondalkin and 97 in Tallaght.  The breakdown is roughly as follows


70 Heating -       Work done by Contractors


26 Leaking Roofs  -     ork done on the urgent ones by contractors


20 Leaks and burst pipes. The bulk of these were done by Council Plumbers


1  Fire damaged house


7  Electrical  Work done by Contractors


8  Routine


In addition over the weekend there were 16 call outs on heating problems with 
boilers. All attended to. The Councils heating and electrical Contractors have been 
available to deal with call outs as necessary. The heating systems in some homes 
have been on full continuously since the beginning of December and this is creating 
breakdown in some systems. The availability of necessary parts may become an issue 
but should this be a problem we are arranging alternative temporary heating and 
provision of water where pipes become frozen as interim measures.  


Also over the past few days the Housing crews put particular emphasis on the older 
citizen complexes and Community facilities and Leisure Facilities – the staff from both 
Depots visited the Senior Complexes and pockets of houses where senior citizens are 
living. Tenants were visited and any works required identified and fixed.  The type of 
work done was gritting driveways and in some cases they found people with no water 
and assisted them with supply. Other minor problems also carried out and rectified.

	Airle Heights
	11

	Arthur Griffith Court
	8

	Balrothery Estate
	12

	Brookview Terrace
	8

	Castle Lawns
	7

	Castle Park
	12

	Esker Drive
	2

	Glenmore Park
	6

	Willbrook Park
	4

	Jobstown Village Square
	10

	Kilmahuddrick Cres
	17

	Lealand Ave
	10

	Limekiln Green
	16

	Lindisfarne Grove
	11

	Lindisfarne Lawns
	15

	Liscarne Close
	8

	Liscarne Court
	55

	Liscarne Dale
	11

	Melrose Park
	7

	Neilstown Village Court
	11

	Old Church Drive
	11

	*Pairc Mhuire
	4

	*Rathlawns
	4

	Sarsfield Close
	16

	St Aonghus Crescent
	12

	St Finians  Ave
	18

	St Maelruan Park,
	4

	Tymon North Court
	14

	Tymon North Place
	14

	Tymonville Park
	4

	Tymonville Road
	11

	Tymonville Crescent
	18

	Tymonville Court
	3

	*Whitechurch Green
	6

	*Whitechurch Court
	10

	*Whitechurch Walk
	4

	* Whitechurch Place
	3

	
	
	397

	*to be done Monday 11th January
	
	



They have had the foot paths cleared and gritted. Many calls in relation to heating 
and electrical problems and dealt with speedily by Contractors.

Rising Mains Reported Frozen.


1 2 4 5 6& 8 MOORFIELD AVENUE.


38 40 49 59  MOORFILD DRIVE.


Water supplied to these houses interim as an interim measure pending a 
thaw.


HOUSING MAINTENANCE – COLD WEATHER

HEATING


Keep your central heating turned on as much as possible and keep your home warm 
at all times. If your water supply fails you can still keep your heating on if it is gas or 
oil. The EXCEPTION is  SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES - turn off your heat if you 
use solid fuel appliances and have frozen pipes i.e. no water in the house


WATER SUPPLY/FROZEN PIPES


If you have had frozen pipes in the past then there is a good chance you will have 
them again. Please stock up with fresh drinking water  (water from cold 
water kitchen tap) in basins/buckets or any household containers and store in an 
area where the water will not freeze.


If your water supply goes off then the pipes outside may have frozen. There is 
nothing that can be done by the Council until there is a thaw. Ring us and we will 
help in whatever way we can.


If you vacate the house please ensure that stop-cock under the kitchen 
sink is turned off and all taps are turned off.  This will help prevent frost/water 
damage and leaks on your return.


ELDERLY


If you have any elderly neighbours or know of anyone living alone please call to see if 
they are o.k .Don’t assume that someone else will do it.


Further advices on all of these matters will issue as soon as possible and in the 
meantime updates and additional information are available on the Council’s website.


Communication update 


(Corporate Services & IT Departmnents)

Updates regarding the adverse weather conditions and South Dublin County Council’s 
response were placed on the front page of the website www.sdcc.ie on an ongoing 
basis throughout the week including the weekend.


The following areas were included in the information update

· Weather conditions and overnight forecast

· Road conditions – live traffic camera link
· Sanding & Gritting process

· Water supply and conservation

· Waste collection services

· Road users and pedestrian safety

· Housing maintenance

· Look out for neighbours especially the elderly


Website www.sdcc.ie statistics almost doubled for the same week last year.

· an increase of 17,000 extra unique customer users on the same period last 
year (31,386 Unique Customer Users 2010), 

· an additional 85,545 pages of content (182,248 pages 2010), 

· an extra 14,942 new customer users (25,569 New Users 2010) 

 

	 
	3/1 - 9/1 2010
	3/1 - 10/1 2009
	Increase 2010 over 2009

	Page views:
	182,248
	96,702
	85,546

	User sessions:
	48,001
	19,700
	28,301

	Unique users:
	31,386
	14,386
	17,000

	New users:
	25,569
	10,627
	14,942

	Returning users:
	5,817
	3,759
	2,058



The Management team coordinated an interdepartmental response to the conditions 
and liaised with the other agencies HSE , Gardai, Schools management and Civil 
Defence.


Members update


Mayor and elected members were updated by email on a daily basis or as relevant 
information was available.

Media queries


Press releases were circulated to the media on a daily basis and photographs of the 
footpath clean-up were circulated. 


Twenty five queries were dealt with regarding the Council’s response to weather 
conditions.

Ms Poole outlined the main issues in relation to Water & Draining Services and reported that due to the thaw the more immediate concern for the Council was with water conservation and potential flooding. It is proposed to get road sweepers out on Wednesday to clear any remaining grit so that it does not get swept into gullies.  Many taps had been left running and residents had been filling baths etc., which had caused the level in the reservoir to go down to critical levels which in turn resulted in the Council, in an effort to conserve supplies, having to reduce pressure in many areas and throttle back supplies during the night.  She highlighted the daily increase in water usage from approximately 70 million litres of water per day to 78 million litres per day, with demand outstripping supply by 15% and this was unsustainable. Another major concern is the potential for flooding with the onset of a thaw.

Mr. Jim Walsh, Director of Development, Parks & Roads highlighted that the Council have 8 gritters, 5 of which have snow ploughs attached and all of which were in constant use over the Christmas/New Year period up until present time.  Stocks of rock salt are sourced from a supplier in Carrickfergus and 750 tons of rock salt was in storage prior to 16th December 2009.  There were 25-30 staff members on gritting crews constantly and the 750 tons of rock salt, together with a further 1,800 tons which we managed to secure were used.  The Council gritted all main roads, known black spots and any vulnerable areas during the day.  Mr. Walsh presented samples of ICENET forecast graphs used to identify areas and times for gritting.   He paid particular tribute to the gritting staff that had given tirelessly of their time over Christmas and New Year for a continuous period of 20 days, and also paid tribute to their families whose Christmas and New Year had been seriously disrupted as a result of work commitments during that period. 
Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community also highlighted the aspects of the report in relation to Housing Maintenance.  A number of residents had experienced problems with heating boilers during the period and the Housing Maintenance Section had received around 70 requests for heating maintenance to date.  A contractor was on call and all calls had been responded to.

Ms Teresa Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, noted that the Corporate Services and IT Departments had ensured that twice daily reports were put out on the Council’s website.  These reports gave information on current weather conditions, gritting schedules, water supply, requests to look after elderly neighbors etc.  25 media queries were received and dealt with to date.
Ms P. Poole continued to report on the situation in relation to bin collections which had been hit quite badly, mostly where there were steep inclines.  Collections have resumed with gritting tractors preceding refuse lorries and around 40,000 bins have been collected with the remainder due to be collected by the end of this week.

In response Councillor E. Maloney thanked the Manager for the comprehensive report and wished to be associated with thanks to those who had worked over the Christmas and New Year periods on the coalface dealing with the large number of problems encountered.

Councillor E. Walsh while paying tribute to the amount of work carried out by the staff of the Council was critical of the Council’s and the nation’s preparedness for the weather eventualities in comparison to European standards.  He indicated that he had contacted the Mayor’s office on Thursday 7th January requesting the Mayor to summon an emergency meeting of the Council but stated that the Mayor had not responded.  
The Mayor refuted Councillor Walsh’s allegation and confirmed receipt of  letter from Councillor Walsh, which was handed in to the Council offices at 8.00 a.m. on the 8th January, requesting an emergency meeting.  This request was ruled out of order as it was not in keeping with Standing Orders and that he had detailed these reasons in his response to Councillor Walsh.  He highlighted his availability 24 hours a day and he had not received any email or voice mails from Councillor Walsh on the matter.  The Mayor also stated that he was in constant contact with Management regarding the situation since 16th December.
A debate followed with contributions from Councillors Kearns, O’Connell, Lavelle, Hannon, Keating, Brophy, Tuffy, Dowds, Crowe, Walsh and Jones.
All Councillors wished to be associated with the acknowledgements of the hard work and many hours put in by staff over the Christmas and New Year period due to the adverse weather conditions.

The main focus of the discussion centered around 
· Need to have a full review of the problems which were encountered in an effort to put contingency plans in place should similar conditions be experienced in future years.  
· The need to review the scheduled gritting routes. 
· Tribute to the community spirit of residents and the co-operation or all local agencies such as An Garda Siochana and Civil Defence but critical of non engagement and take up of Army as in other local authorities.
· Criticism of the media who were, in most instances, instilling panic into the general public by over sensationalisation of situations.  It was felt that media should be more driven by giving helpful advise rather than spreading panic.  
· emails which were received by the Members from residents should be forwarded to Management in order to give a broad view of the type of problems which were being encountered.
· Issue with access to the emergency number used by the Council for after hours.  
· Criticism of dependency on electronic information updates to which many citizens did not have access and need to consider for alternative / additional communication methods. 

· Cost of the extra work and who would be paying for it.  
· Need for a National response to these types of emergency conditions.
The Manager responded to the Members queries.  He committed to investigating the difficulty experienced with the emergency number and stated that the Council’s information on the website was the information which would be given to telephone callers.  He suggested that the Council did not rely too heavily on web based information but felt that it had the broadest reach, while acknowledging that some sections of the community did not have access to web based information.   Mr Horan outlined the very high cost of advertising in national newspapers citing examples of recent advertisement costs.   He stated that the cost of the works carried out during the period of adverse weather could be in the region of €1m and that this will be discussed with central government.  He confirmed that the use of the Army did form part of the conference calls which took place during the period but it was not considered it necessary for gritting roads.    

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor M. Duff proposed and the members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with an emergency motions as follows:

The following Emergency Motion proposed by Councillor D. Keating 

“That this Council acknowledges with thanks the generous contribution of Council front line staff who worked throughout the Christmas and New Year on the Road Gritting Programme.  This Council also seeks a review of the Council’s Gritting Programme for the future, including the provision of new Gritting Bins at key locations throughout the County, and asks the Manager to report on what measures he will now take to extend the gritting programme to include more than the 343 kms of roads currently included in the Council’s gritting routes.  Will the Manager also report on his efforts to recruit additional and offered assistance from the Defence Forces for road gritting purposes during the recent and prolonged arctic weather conditions?”

Seconded by Councillors:

Paddy Cosgrove

Pamela Kearns


Eamon Walsh


Sean Crowe


John Hannon


Tony Delaney


Gus O’Connell


Eamon Tuffy


Therese Ridge


Catriona Jones


Gino Kenny


Emma Coburn


Robert Dowds


William Lavelle


Brian Lawlor


Colm Brophy


Trevor Gilligan


The Motion was PASSED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

MAYOR'S BUSINESS 

M1/0110
RISK OF STROKE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor Corr and AGREED:
“That this Council calls upon the Minister for Health and Children, Mary Harney, T.D. to deliver a major programme to educate the public on how to reduce their risk of having a stroke. This Council also calls on the Minister to support a National Campaign to increase public awareness of the warning signs of stroke and to ensure that stroke is recognised as a medical emergency.”

REPORT:

If the motion is passed the Council will convey the terms of the motion to the 
Minister for Health and Children, Mary Harney, T.D and a copy of her reply will, when 
received,  be circulated to the Council. 
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 M3/0110
BIN COLLECTION ELECTRONIC SYSTEM

Submitted by Cllr John Lahart:
“That the Manager outline the state-of-play regarding the new bin collection electronic system and also explain the delay in the introduction of the Brown Bin system.”
As Councillor Lahart was absent from the Chamber the motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order Number 20.
 M4/0110
POSTAL VOTES

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor Corr and AGREED:
“That this Council requests the Minister for the Environment & Local Government to extend the postal voting provision to citizens who are unable to be physically present at the polling station due to absence by reason of holiday or illness.”

REPORT:

Postal voting is provided for in respect of certain categories of person as specified in 
electoral law.   The Electoral Act 1992 provides for postal voting for members of the 
Gardai, wholetime members of the Defence Forces, and Irish Diplomats (and their 
spouses) serving abroad.    Subsequent legislation enacted has extended postal 
voting to other categories as follows:


- electors living at home who are unable to vote because of a physical illness or 
disability which endures for the currency of the register. (Electoral (Amendment) Act 
1996)


- electors whose occupation, service or employment makes it likely that they will be 
unable to vote in person at their local polling station (Electoral Act 1997)


- fulltime students registered at their home who are living elsewhere whiule attending 
an education institution in the State ( Electoral Act 1997) 


- persons employed by a returning offficer and registered to vite in a constituency 
other than the one where they are employed (Electoral (Amendment) Act 2001)


- prisoners (Electoral (Amendment) Act 2006 )


If the motion is passed a letter will issue to the Minister for the Environment Heritage 
& Local Government and the members will be circulated with a copy of the Minister's 
response once received. 
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 M5/0110
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor Corr:
“That the Manager will give a report on the situation where occupants of affordable housing within the county have negative equity in their property.”

REPORT:

Affordable Homes were sourced by South Dublin County for eligible affordable 
housing applicants through the  1999 scheme, part v of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 ( as amended), the affordable housing initiative and the 
affordable homes partnership. These affordable homes were provided at substantial 
discounts on the open market value, in some cases a discount  of up to 40% of the 
open market value was available. Provision was made in the Planning & Development 
Act 2000 to apply a claw back in the event of a re-sale of an affordable home , and it 
is in place to prevent inappropriate profits arising from the sale of an affordable 
home. However, on the sale of an affordable home in a depreciating market , the 
clawback to be repaid to the local authority is based on the Housing Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act 2002, section 9 sub section 3(d) and the Planning and Development 
Act 2000, section 99 sub section 3(c) "“Where the amount payable under paragraph 
(a) [the clawback amount] would reduce the proceeds of the sale (disregarding 
solicitor and estate agent's fees and costs) below the price actually paid, the amount 
payable shall be reduced to the extent necessary to avoid that result.”


The legislation states that the amount of clawback  should not reduce the proceeds 
of the sale below the price actually paid. This allows the Local Authority to reduce the 
amount due under the clawback where a borrower would suffer a loss as a result of 
the clawback. The following example illustrates how it works when the home is sold 
below the original Market value;


Example

Original Market Value;                                €280,000


Original Affordable Price                              €196,000


Clawback %                                                      30%


New Market Value ( Resale Price)                 €260,000

· Where the Resale Price is lower than the Original Market value €280,000, but 
higher than the Original Affordable Price € 196,000, the amount of clawback 
is based on the Current  Market Value or the Resale price of €260,000 

· The Affordable Price is deducted from the resale €260,000 ---€196,000 = 
€64,000 

· The difference is €64,000, which is the Clawback payable to the local 
authority.


On the sale of an affordable home, if the resale price (current market value) is lower 
than the original affordable price, the clawback payable to the local authority is 
zero.  Despite the foregoing legislative provisions, it is possible that  affordable home 
owners could find themselves in a negative equity position because of the current 
market conditions.  The latter is outside the control of the local authority.
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Councillor Jones outlined her position in relation to the affordable housing issue.  She requested it be put on record that following her election, when speaking to residents in an effort to explain the Affordable Housing Scheme, she stressed to them the cushion they would have when the market inevitably dipped and many other purchasers would find themselves in negative equity.  She asked the Manager if there were many requests from Affordable Housing purchasers to get out of the Scheme.
The Manager responded that there were some queries re situation in relation to claw back but it was not a major issue at present.   

The Report was NOTED.
M6/0110
BURIAL GROUNDS 


It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor Ridge:
“That this Council asks the Manager to introduce a minimum of 4 grass cuttings in every graveyard in the County during the grass growing season.  The current situation of one cutting per year has resulted in graveyards being inaccessible, particularly to senior citizens, and is causing emotional distress to families who have loved ones buried in these graveyards.”

REPORT:

South Dublin County Council strives to maintain 15 burial grounds to a high standard, 
however, a more limited resource has resulted in a more limited maintenance 
programme.  


In previous years South Dublin County Council employed a number of temporary staff 
to assist in the maintenance of the Council’s Burial Grounds during the summer 
months.  Temporary staff  cut grass, remove weeds and tidy up neglected plots in 
each of the cemeteries throughout the county.  It has not been possible to recruit 
any temporary staff this year as a result of the embargo on recruitment of staff.   In 
addition budget constraints have required that the Council greatly reduce overtime 
across all departments, and this in turn has led to a reduction in the level of 
maintenance work carried out in the graveyards maintained by this Council.   


South Dublin County Council has not, therefore, been able to implement the same 
maintenance schedules that have been in place over the last number of years.   To 
ensure a maintenance service across all burial grounds the maintenance work has 
been scheduled to reflect the annual grave yard masses.  This is considered to be 
the most equitable mechanism for the maintenance work and schedules will continue 
to be planned in this way.


Suggestions have been made by Members regarding the involvement of families and 
residents in the management of burial grounds and any proposals based on these 
suggestions will be considered by the Council. Such proposal, once the practical 
application is considered, would be discussed with staff, their Unions and with the 
Strategic Policy Committee.
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On moving his motion Councillor Brophy outlined the background to the issue and stated that the grass cutting which took place once during summer period before the Cemetery Maas was insufficient and in many cases left the cemetery in a bad state due to the use of heavy duty equipment.   Councillor Brophy suggested a minimum of 4 cuttings and that the budget should provide enough funding for this.  If funding cannot be provided the Council must look at innovative programmes to deal with the issue.

A debate followed on the Motion with contributions from Councillors Lavelle and Kearns who both supported the Motion.  It was accepted that while in previous years temporary staff had been deployed to deal with maintenance of cemeteries this now proved difficult due to staffing constraints.  It was suggested that a Cemeteries Committee, similar to the operation in County Kildare be looked at, as this proved very successful.  It was also suggested that the Council liaise with agencies such as FAS and also look at help available from the public realm.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
In accordance with Standing Order No. 5 the Mayor, Councillor M. Duff proposed to suspend standing orders to conclude the debate. 

This was AGREED by the Members.
The Manager responded to Councillor Brophy in relation to possibly working with FAS but confirmed that there may be industrial relations issues to be considered.   He also highlighted that the Budget for 2010 had been recently adopted with no provision for additional expenditure on Burial Ground Maintenance and informed the members of his obligation to advise them that accordingly he could not act upon the terms of the motion if it was passed.  Attention was drawn to Standing Order 13 (5) by the Meetings Administrator in this regard and the Members proceeded upon the proposal of by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor Ridge to continue with a Roll Call vote with the following results:
FOR  8
AGAINST  6
ABSENT  11
ABSTAINED  1
The Motion was passed with a footnote to CARRY with reference to Standing Order 13 (5).
 M7/0110
PROBATION SERVICE


Proposed by Councillor E. Walsh

“That this Council, noting the need for savings in the provision of Council services, agrees to liaise with the Courts' Service and/or the Probation Service to ensure that those convicted of committing crime and having been given Community Service Orders rather than custodial sentences by the Courts, and in particular the District Court, , be recruited for the duration of the hours specified in their sentence, in an anti-litter and/or anti-grafitti campaign in the parks and housing estates throughout the County.”
As Councillor Walsh was absent from the Chamber the motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order Number 20.
 M8/0110
SCHOOLS


It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor Lawlor and AGREED:
“That this council, noting that four areas of our county (i.e. Lucan, Clondalkin, Newcastle-Rathcoole & Tallaght) have been publicly identified by the Department of Education as being among the areas of the state with the highest future school-place demand; and further noting correspondence dated November 20th from the Minister for Education to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee; requests the Manager to present a detailed report on discussions between officials of this council and the Department of Education regarding the use of GIS mapping systems for the forecasting of future school-place demand in our county; and furthermore requests the Manager to arrange with the Department for Education for a full briefing to be provided for the elected members of this council ahead of the next phase of our deliberations on the new County Development Plan, on the Department’s assessment of the future school-place needs of our county and their recommendations to this council in response to this assessed demand.”

REPORT:

Members will be aware that interactive mapping is an important element of the Draft 
Development Plan process. In order to develop and incorporate school/education 
data the Manager, along with representatives from Planning Department and The 
Spatial Data Team held meetings with the Department of Education in September 
where it was agreed in principle that both organisations would share relevant GIS 
data. The Department of Education has confirmed that it will shortly be issuing GIS 
data showing:


A). School locations with enrolment details;


B). Areas in South Dublin that they see as experiencing rapid future growth in the 
school population.


The Council will continue to liase with the Department of Education with respect to 
the sharing of spatial data.


If the members wish, the Department of Education will be written to seeking a 
briefing for the members with respect to future school provision in the County.
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 M9/0110
FLOOD MANAGEMENT 


It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor Brophy:
“That the manager details the flood management plan in place for county, how this compares to previous years and to guarantee that flood prevention work will continue.”

REPORT:

The Liffey Catchment

Two meetings of the LIFFEY Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management 
(CFRAM) Study Steering Group have been held to date. 


The main stakeholders attending the steering group meeting include officials from 
South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council, Wicklow 
County Council, Dublin City Council, Office of Public Works and ESB. The OPW are 
currently carrying out cross sectional surveys of the Liffey and its tributaries.


Summary of Regional Liffey Flood Event of 29/11/09

Most of the Liffey River is controlled by the ESB through its dams at Pollaphuca and 
Leixlip with the quantity of water per second released through the tailraces regulated 
by the ESB. The ESB works very closely with Met Eireann and releases extra water in 
advance of heavy rainfall being forecast so that they have additional storage space at 
the dams to impound this water and they then release this water after the event thus 
avoiding property and land downstream of the dams being flooded. There is height 
storage capacity in the Blessington Lakes and to lesser extent at Leixlip. The ESB also 
works very closely with Dublin City Council (DCC) as part of the Liffey at its estuary is 
tidal. DCC had an innovative tidal surge early warning system installed some years 
ago as part of the Dublin Flood Initiative which was funded by DCC/OPW/EU 
Interreg. This sophisticated tide surge forecasting is accurate to + or -50mm.


Over the weekend, 21st/22nd November 2009, during the high of the rainfall contolled 
releases of 70 tonnes per second in pulsed 7 hour bursts were released from Leixlip 
dam to tie in to the tides in Dublin Bay. Over the weekend, 29th of November 2009, 
these releases had to be increased to 116 tonnes a second resulting in some flooding 
of the Strawberry Beds Road near Lucan in the Fingal County Council’s area but no 
flooding in Lucan Village.


A greater risk of flooding from the Liffey river in Lucan comes from the unregulated 
Rye Water Stream flowing through Leixlip Village downstream of the dam into the 
Liffey. During heavy rainfall it is possible to have a greater volume of water coming 
down the Rye Water than through the regulated dam on the Liffey at Leixlip. It is 
planned that the OPW will put weirs and gauges on the Rye Water shortly and this 
information can be relayed back to the ESB so that the Liffey flows can be regulated 
even more closely.


Since the flooding of Lucan Village and some of its suburbs, Old Forge and Grange 
Manor Estates, on the 5th and 6th of November 2000 by the Griffeen Stream major 
flood alleviation works were undertaken by SDCC in Lucan Village and through 
Griffeen Valley Park right up to the Grand Canal including widening and deepening 
the river channel, installing new culvert and bridges and lowering weirs and raising 
walls. This work was completed in 2004 and since then there has been no flooding in 
the Lucan area from the Griffeen Stream.


All Local Authorities along the Liffey, Kildare, SDCC, Fingal and Dublin City Council 
plus the Office of PublicWorks (OPW) work closely with the ESB with regard to 
regulating the flows in the Liffey and if there was a problem which required the 
deliberate discharge of additional water from either Pollaphuca or Leixlip dams the 
Local Authorities would be informed in advance so that Public Representatives, 
residents and businesses could be warned and advised as to the best course of action 
to undertake and what assistance was available and where. Sandbags would also be 
issued to potential vulnerable areas.  


During the high rainfall event of 29/11/09, which impacted on the whole of the Liffey 
Catchment, communication was ongoing throughout the day between South Dublin 
County Council’s flood management team and the other Liffey CFRAMS stakeholders. 
The steering group will use the experience gained from this event to inform the 
ongoing Liffey Study.


Lucan has been identified as an Area of Potential Significant Risk (ASPR) for 
additional focus. Nearest other ASPRs are Leixlip in Kildare and Chapelizod in Dublin 
City. Dublin City Council are proposing a new weir at Lucan for flow measurement. 
The Camac, Poddle and Griffeen are part of this overall study. 


The Dodder Catchment

In late 2005/early 2006 the three local authorities in whose functional areas the river 
Dodder flows i.e. South Dublin County Council (SDCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council(DLRCC) and Dublin City Council (DCC) agreed that a study of 
the river would be commissioned in order to provide a comprehensive report on the 
Flood Risk Assessment and Management of the river. The Office of Public Works 
(OPW) is funding the study as it forms part of the national Catchment Flood Risk 
Assessment and Management Studies (CFRAMS). Dublin City Council is the 
Contracting Authority on behalf of the three local authorities.  Following the public 
tendering procedure in early 2006 Dublin City Council appointed consultants/service 
providers, R.P.S., to carry out the Risk Assessment and Management Report. The 
major stakeholders, DCC, OPW, SDCC, DLRCC and RPS meet at Steering Group 
level every three months to review the progress of the contract.  The final plan will 
require the agreement of all three Councils and the OPW.


The core purpose of this study was to assess the spatial extent and degree of flood 
hazard and risk within the Dodder catchment, to examine future pressures that could 
impact on that risk, and to develop a long-term strategy for managing the risk that is 
economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.


The Report will include measures for the development of a robust model representing 
the hydrological and hydraulic characteristics of the River Dodder catchment, such a 
model will provide for the mapping of the flood risk.  Using model output the 
technical and economic merit of various options for flood management, taking 
account of current and future land developments, will be presented within the report.


To achieve this aim the following study objectives have been identified:

· Review of land usage and planning requirements 

· Capture and analysis of all data including existing models 

· Surveying the catchment and river estuary 

· Hydrological analysis 

· Hydraulic analysis including development of a hydraulic model 

· Environmental assessment 

· Risk assessment 

· Development of flood risk management options 

· Preparation of a catchment flood risk management plan including a river 
maintenance programme 

· Provide deliverables which meet the above aims and goals 

· Effective management of the study


The main tributaries of the Dodder River are included in the above Risk Assessment 
and Management Report viz. the Whitechurch, Owendoher and the Tallaght streams.


In June 2008, the consultants issued a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) 
scoping report on the River Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan.  This 
Report is available to download on the Dublin City Council website: 
www.dublincity.ie/waterwasteenvironment/pages/riverdoddercatchmentf
loodriskassessmentmanagementstudy.aspx  Comments can be sent to the 
above 
website or doddersea@rpsgroup.com

The final SEA statement will:

· Outline the option or combination of options selected for taking into the 
statutory planning process; 

· Outline the reasons for selection; 

· Outline how environmental considerations have been taken into account in 
the selection process; and 

· Outline monitoring measures to be implemented


Further plans for the Dodder River Risk Assessment and Management Strategy 
include public information days on the flood risk management, a draft CFRAMS and 
Environmental Report consultation and a final Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) statement.


R.P.S., were also asked to produce an interim modelling report on the Whitechurch 
River, a tributary of the Dodder, as a result of serious flooding experienced  in the 
catchment on 22 June 2007. The  Whitechurch River Interim Modelling Report issued 
from R.P.S. in July, 2008 with recommendations on reducing the flood risks along the 
Whitechurch River. Following the publication of the report, South Dublin County 
Council in conjunction with Whitechurch National School completed an emergency 
culvert upgrade on the Whitechurch Stream at the entrance to the school to prevent 
further flooding and property damage in the area. The cost of these work was 
approx. €150,000.


Floods Directive

Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of flood risks entered into 
force on 26 November 2007. This Directive now requires Member States to assess if 
all water courses and coast lines are at risk from flooding, to map the flood extent 
and assets and humans at risk in these areas and to take adequate and coordinated 
measures to reduce this flood risk.  This Directive also reinforces the rights of the 
public to access this information and to have a say in the planning process.


The Directive was proposed by the European Commission on 18/01/2006, and was 
finally published in the Official Journal on 6 November 2007. Its aim is to reduce and 
manage the risks that floods pose to human health, the environment, cultural 
heritage and economic activity. The Directive requires Member States to first carry 
out a preliminary assessment by 2011 to identify the river basins and associated 
coastal areas at risk of flooding. For such zones they would then need to draw up 
flood risk maps by 2013 and establish flood risk management plans focused on 
prevention, protection and preparedness by 2015. The Directive applies to inland 
waters as well as all coastal waters across the whole territory of the EU. 


The Directive is carried out in coordination with the Water Framework Directive, 
notably by flood risk management plans and river basin management plans being 
coordinated, and through coordination of the public participation procedures in the 
preparation of these plans. All assessments, maps and plans prepared shall be made 
available to the public.


Member States shall furthermore coordinate their flood risk management practices in 
shared river basins, including with third counties, and shall in solidarity not undertake 
measures that would increase the flood risk in neighbouring countries. Member 
States shall take into consideration long term developments, including climate 
change, as well as sustainable land use practices in the flood risk management cycle 
addressed in this Directive.”


Draft Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines

The Ministers published new Draft Planning System and Flood Risk Management 
Guidelines for Public Consultation in September which are aimed at ensuring a more 
consistent, rigorous and systematic approach to fully incorporate flood risk 
assessment and management into the planning system.


The implementation and coordination of WFD policies and Flood Risk policies is 
ongoing
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Councillor Coburn outlined her concerns regarding this Motion.  Councillor C. Brophy supported the Motion and stated that there should not be any expenditure cut-backs on flood prevention.
The Manager responded by setting out the current works programme in relation to flood prevention and the considerable expenditure which the Council has provided in order to prevent flooding.
The report was NOTED.
M12/0110
DRUG AWARENESS PROJECT FUNDING

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor Duff and AGREED:

“This Council concerned at the cuts in Education Budget and its implication on drug awareness projects and communities active against a rising tide of drug availability calls on the Government to immediately readdress this issue.”

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to An Taoiseach, 
Brian Cowen, Minister John Curran (with special responsibility for the National Drugs 
Strategy and Community Affairs) and to M inister Batt O'Keeffe (with responsibility for 
Education & Science).
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The Mayor reminded Councillors of the Briefing on Corporate Plan and Social  Credits which will take place on Wednesday afternoon at 3.30pm

Meeting concluded at 7.40pm.

Motions Not reached:
(M10)
ADAPTATION 


Submitted by Councillor E. Tuffy

“That this Council notes the paragraph on page 45 of the National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 : "As part of a comprehensive policy position on climate change, the Government is committed to developing a national adaptation strategy over the next two years. This strategy will provide a framework for the integration of adaptation issues into decision making at national and local levels." The Council requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government urging the early publication of the "national adaptation strategy", so that individual Councils can develop locally relevant adaptation strategies and implementation plans, and in particular so that SDCC can, as the National Climate Change Strategy states "provide in the County Development Plan "that areas at risk of flooding may be regulated, restricted and controlled."

(M11)
 SCHOOLS WATER CHARGE

Submitted by Councillor D. Looney


“That this Council, noting that due to recent budget cutbacks, schools across South Dublin are now increasingly underfunded and unable to make ends meet, notes the Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government decision to introduce metered water charges for all schools from January 1st 2010. The Council therefore asks the Manager to write to all school principals in the County informing them of the new metered water charges, and asks the Manager to inform all schools that they can apply to the Department of Education and Science’s Summer Works Scheme for funding to install water conservation measures in schools.”
(M13)
THE SQUARE 


Submitted by Councillor C. Brophy


“That the Manager outlines the Council’s current position regarding the redevelopment of the Square and the actions taken by this Council to assist in its commercial redevelopment to ensure future substantial job creation in the Town Centre.”
(M14)
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Submitted by Councillor D. Keating


“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, including a detailed report on the remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy, and in the current uncertain economic climate, within what planned time-frame does the Manager envisage the remaining projects will be rolled out?”
(M15)
DUBLIN BIKE SCHEME

Submitted by Councillor E. Walsh


“That this Council notes the  extraordinary success to date of the Dublin bike scheme in the Dublin City Council area to date and undertakes to conduct a feasability study as to a similar application in the County.”

(M16)  M50 PPP CONTRACT

Submitted by Councillor J. Lahart

“That this Council calls on the NRA and M50 Concessions to rationalise, clarify and explain apparent material changes to landscaping, boundary and roadlines, among other matters,on the M50 as it relates to Orlagh Grove Estate, Beverly Court and Orlagh Park and the Scholarstown Interchange.” 
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