Beautiful South Dublin County-proposal for Voluntary Involvement 

Background Information
The aim of the competition is to make South Dublin County a better place to live and work in by 

· Acknowledging communities striving to improve their local areas year on year. 

· Encouraging participants to become more aware of and responsible for their local environment.

· Encouraging the development of more sustainable communities

Categories
· Best Presented Housing Estate or Apartment complex (5-50 houses)
· Best Presented Housing Estate or Apartment complex (51 – 150)
· Best Presented Housing Estate or Apartment complex (151 – 300)

· Best Presented Housing Estate Apartment complex (301 – 500)

· Best Presented Housing Estate or Apartment complex (500 +)
· Most Improved Housing Estate

· Best New Entry

· Best Presented Estate Management Area

· Most Innovative Group

· Best Community Business Environmental Initiative – to reward resident groups or estate management groups who engage the business community in environmental activities in their area.

· Best Biodiversity Initiative – to reward communities who have undertaken initiatives to protect the biodiversity in their local environment

· Best Environmental Youth Initiative - to reward resident groups or estate management groups who engage the younger generation in environmental activities in their area.

· Community Environmentalist 
· Best Presented Town / Village 
· Most Improved Town / Village
Conditions of Entry 
 “Conditions of Entry” must accompany the application, otherwise the application will be invalid and not judged. A checklist on the application will remind applicants to fulfil conditions.
· A completed application form must be submitted.

· All entries must include photographs of their area giving a general impression of the area and improvements made.

· A digital exhibition of all submissions will be displayed at an event to announce the Winners of the Beautiful South Dublin County 2010 competition.  Photographs can only be included in the digital exhibition if they are provided as digital photographs.
· All entries must include a sketch map, which clearly indicates the area to be judged and the location of any special features therein.
· Applications must include a short Community Statement, which outlines the level of community involvement in the local area.
· Applications must also include a short outline of some possible future actions
· Groups may nominate a local environmentalist for the Community Environmentalist award. The 3 entries deemed to be most deserving will receive this award.
· Completed entries should be returned to South Dublin County Council, Environmental Awareness, Environmental Services, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 marked “Beautiful South Dublin County Competition 2010” no later than 4.30pm on Friday 11th June 2010.
· Judging will take place during July / August 2010. The results will be announced at an event which will be held in Council Chambers, County Hall in September/October. The Adjudicators decision is final and no correspondence regarding results will be entered into.
Judging Criteria 

The Competition will be judged under the following headings:
· Effort and Community Involvement – including local participation, community clean ups and campaigns for improvement of areas.
· Litter Management - Absence of litter, graffiti, illegal dumping, abandoned cars.

· Planting and Floral Enhancement - Neatness of areas and maintenance of natural habitats or plantings to attract wild-life.
· Environmental Management -Water conservation & composting practices 

· Overall general impression at the discretion of the judges.

Approach for South Dublin County Volunteer Centre
· Judges received applications from SDCC on 14th June

· Between 14th  - 30th June Judges go through applications and map out area’s they are going to visit 

· 1st week – 2 weeks of July Judges visit no. 1 – mark/grade site/street, take photos i
· Judges write to applicant – praise where deserved and encourage where they could improve, next final visit will be between x an y dates in August
· 1st week – 2 weeks of August Judges visit no.2  – final visit - mark/grade site/street, take photos, takes notes on aspects of application to be used at an event which will take place in Council Chambers, County Hall
· Volunteers to help with exhibition and event if requires  – setting up, taking photographs, digital display etc
Proposed event

For 2010 we propose that a digital exhibition of the pictures submitted with applications will be displayed at an event which will take place in Council Chambers, County Hall. At this event, which will be held during the day, the winners of the Beautiful South Dublin County 2010 competition will be announced. The winners will then be presented with framed certificates acknowledging their work. The winners, Councillors and press will be invited to the event. In addition Photographs will be taken at the event which will then be sent to the press along with a press release announcing the winners. 
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