COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th December 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lahart, J.

	Crowe, S.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	Maloney, E

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Kearns, P.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh,  F. Nevin, B. Coman

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Judge, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, Y. Dervan

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan 

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Deegan

	Senior Executive Planner
	K. Kenny

	Project Manager
	M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	Administrative Officer
	T. Shanahan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor Councillor M. Duff presided.

 H1/1209 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th November 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H2a/1209 
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 10TH NOVEMBER 2009

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS,    CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b/1209 
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 17TH   NOVEMBER 2009 DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, PLANNING, HOUSING, ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2c/1209 TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) -16TH NOVEMBER 2009 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS), HOUSING  

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set 
out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1884
	Lughnasa Handball Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	08/07/09
	€200

	GF1886
	Belgard Community Centre
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	28/08/09
	€500

	GF1897
	St. Martins Parish Family Fun Day
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	16/10/09
	€300

	GF 1899
	Tallaght Community Council
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	22/10/2009
	€500

	GF 1865
	South Dublin County Tourism
	Major Community Activity held in South Dublin County or outside South Dublin County
	19/05/2009
	€3,000

	GF1785
	Brookfield Community Centre
	I.T. Networking & Administration Grant
	03/09/08
	€1,000


         
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by 
Councillor J. Hannon and 
RESOLVED:

            “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney      and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) -16th November 2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d/1209 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23RD NOVEMBER 2009

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES   

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

  H3/1209
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 19th NOVEMBER 2009
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

a)       Draft CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

4th January – 26th February 2010

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 4th  January
	
	
	

	Tues. 5th January
	
	
	

	Wed. 6th January
	
	
	

	Thurs. 7th January
	
	
	

	Fri. 8th January 
	
	 
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11th January
	Corporate Policy Group Meeting

**County Council Meeting 
	12.30 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	18/12/2009

Business to SEO Corporate Services 

	Tues.12th January 
	**Rathfarnham Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.00 p.m. -   5.30  p.m. 
	18/12/2009

Business to SEO Roads Department 

	Wed. 13th January
	Corporate Plan & Social Credits Consultation
	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm
	

	Thurs. 14th January
	
	
	

	Fri. 15th January
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 06/01/ 2010

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18th January
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing

**Environment  Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.

	05/01/2010

Business to SEO Housing Department

08/12/2009

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Tues. 19th January


	
	
	

	Wed. 20th January


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 

Development & Parks, Planning, Roads  (Venue:  Civic Buildings, Clondalkin)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	07/01/2010

Business to SEO Planning  Department



	Thurs. 21st January
	Traffic Management  Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Meeting 

(in Committee)
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	08/01/2010

Business to SEO Corporate Services 

	Fri. 22nd January
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/01/210
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25th January
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries


	3.30p.m. - 5.30 p.m.


	12/01/2010

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 26th January
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Corporate Services & Libraries, Housing (Venue:  Civic Offices Clondalkin)


	3.30p.m. - 5.30 p.m.


	13/01/2010

Housing to SEO Planning Department 

	Wed. 27th January
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 P.m.
	

	Thurs. 28th January


	
	
	

	Fri. 29th January 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/01/2010
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 1st February
	
	
	

	Tues. 2nd February


	
	
	

	Wed.  3rd February


	
	
	

	Thurs. 4TH February
	
	
	

	~ Fri. 5th February
	Joint Policing Committee 
	3.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
	

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 8th February
	Corporate Policy Group 

County Council Meeting 
	12.30 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	26/01/2010

Business  to SEO Corporate Services 

	Tues. 9th February
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.00 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	27/01/2010

Business to SEO Roads Department 

	Wed. 10th February
	Sports, Recreation, Community   Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	11/01/2010

Business to Director of Community Services 

	Thurs. 11th February
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	12/01/2010

Business to Director of Roads Department 

	Fri. 12th February
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 03/02/2010

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th February
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	02/02/2010

Business to SEO Housing Department

14/01/2010

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Tues. 16th February
	
	
	

	Wed. 17th February
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 

Development & Parks, Planning, Roads  (Venue:  Council Offices Tallaght)

Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	04/02/2010

Business to SEO Planning  Department

18/01/2010

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs.  18TH February 
	Housing and Social Development
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	19/01/2010 

Business to Director of Housing 

	Fri. 19th February
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 11/02/2010
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd February
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries  Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m
	09/02/2010

Business to SEO Housing Department

21/01/2010

Business to Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services 

	Tues. 23rd February
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Corporate Services & Libraries, Housing

(Venue:  Civic Offices Clondalkin)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m
	10/02/2010

Business to SEO Planning  Department



	Wed. 24th February
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 25th February
	
	
	

	Fri. 26th February 
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 16/02/2010


** Early Closing Dates due to Christmas Closure 


~ Joint Policing Committee meeting dates to be confirmed


In relation to the Current (November 2009 / December 2010) Calendar

· 2010 Budget Meeting(s)

Following CPG Budget Meeting and briefing sessions with members, and 
being cognizant of the possible implications of National Budget to be announced on 9th December 2009 the Annual Budget Meeting date has been revised as follows:

Changed from 26th November 2009 to Monday 21st December 2009 @ 3.30 pm.   Adjourned meeting (if necessary) will take place on Tuesday 22nd December 2009 @ 3.30pm

· SPC’s

Having regard to the scheduled dates of SPCs being contingent on the establishment of the SPCs (report will be provided under Headed Item 8 hereunder) all previously scheduled meetings for Nov / Dec 2009 have been cancelled.  


SPC meetings are normally scheduled for Feb/ May / Sept/ November each 
year and is primarily reflected as such in the draft calendar.   However 
Requests for January dates have been made as follows:

Environment SPC to take place on 18th January 2010 as agreed with Chair & Directorate. 

· Area Meetings

Lucan Clondalkin 2 Meeting scheduled for 24th November 2009 – National Day of Industrial Action.    Business to run over to Dec LC 2 scheduled for 8th December 2009 (earlier than usual date as a result of the Christmas Break)

· Corporate Policy Group



Budget 2010 CPG meeting on 7th December 2009 @ 12.30 pm

· Corporate Plan
As part of the consultation process currently being undertaken in advance of the publication  of the Corporate Plan it is intended to facilitate a meeting with the elected members on a suitable date  before the end of December 2009.  (Agreed for 13th January 2010 @ 3.30 pm)”
Ms. M Maguire drew the Members’ attention to the following dates regarding the current calendar:

Annual Budget Meeting is scheduled for 21st December and if an adjournment is required the meeting will take place on 22nd December.

The SPC Meeting dates for December have been cancelled as the SPC have not been formally established. Notwithstanding this a request had been made for a meeting in January of the Environment SPC.

The Members have requested an update on the new Corporate Plan and this meeting will take place on 13th January. An update by Environment on the social credits will also be presented at this meeting.

The Members were reminded that the closing date for receipt of business for the January Council Meeting is Friday 18th December.
The Calendar was AGREED.

b) REPORT ON CONFERENCES/SEMINARS
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and was CONSIDERED:

 “Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  
Listed below are conferences which have been notified to us to date.  Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:


HOME CONFERENCES 2009 FROM NOVEMBER 
	NAME
	HOST
	VENUE
	DATE
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE

	Shannon Development National Conference

Dynamic Regions Future Directions in Regional Development

NEW
	Shannon Development
	 Thomond Park Stadium,

Limerick
	6th November 2009
	 
	€150

	LAMA Winter Conference

Service Provision in Local Government The New Reality
	Local Authority Members Association
	Carlton Castletroy Hotel,

Dublin Road Limerick.

 
	6th -7th November 
	Cllr  C. Keane
Cllr. J. Hannon
Cllr. C. Brophy 
	€195

	Ethics in Public Life

Your Responsibility

NEW 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Sligo Park Hotel,

Pearse Rd.

Sligo.

 
	13th - 15th November 2009
	Cllr T. Gilligan
	€225

	Council Budgets 2010
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel,

Letterkenny

Co. Donegal
	20th – 22nd November 2009
	Cllr. T. Delaney
	€245

	Local Government

Planning and The Environment

NEW 
	Esperanza Consultancies
	The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park,

Dublin Road,

Galway City.

 
	20th -22nd November 2009 

 
 
	 
	€225

	 

Promoting Partnership in Tourism.

21 Years in Progress

NEW
	Clare Tourism and Clare County Council

 
	Falls Hotel Ennistymon,

Co. Clare

 
	26th -28th November 2009
	 
	€249

	Finance Budget 2010 plus

Bunclody Annual Seminar
	Kadenza Consultancies
	 Carlton Mill Race Hotel

Bunclody,

Co. Wexford
	27th -29th – November 2009
	 
	€245

	The Local Government Budget 2010

NEW
	Superior Training
	The Carlton Millrace Hotel

Bunclody

Co Wexford 
 
	11th  - 13th December  2009

 
	 
	€245

	Alternative Energy

Improving Your Carbon Footprint

NEW
	Esperanza  Consultancies
	 The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park,

Dublin Road,

Galway City.  
 
 
	11th  - 13th December  2009

 
	 
	225


CONFERENCES ABROAD 2009 FROM NOVEMBER
	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	VENUE
	DATE 
	Fee 

	Future of E Democracy
	London
	25th November 
	No Fee Advised  

	How to Develop a Convincing Project Strategy for EU Funding
	Barcelona
	16th -17th November 2009
	€900

	How to build a successful European partnership for better use of EU funds.
	Barcelona
	3rd-4th December 2009
	€750

	European Urban Knowledge Network
Young, Urban, Migrant – From Challenge to Chance
NEW
	Malmo,

Sweden
	14th December
	€150



The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad 
from 24th September 2009

  

	Name 
 
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Attended by
	Conference Fee

	From Canvas to Council Chamber
	Kadenza  Consultancies
	Clifden Station House Hotel,

Clifden,

Co. Galway
	18th – 20th September 2009
	Cllr. C. Keane

Cllr. C. Brophy
	€245

	Are Local Authorities Good for your Health
	Ards Borough Council and LA Touche Legacy League
	Charlsland Golf Club.

Greystones,

Co. Wicklow 
	18th – 20th September 2009 
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€210

	Local Government Conference
	TJK Conferences
	Patrick Punch Hotel,

Limerick 
	25th -26th September
	Cllr. C.  Brophy
	€150

	Environmental Goods Conference
	Third Sector Forum
	Killarney Plaza.

Hotel
	8th  – 10th  October
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€250

	Getting a Grip Conference
	Kerry Life Association
	Europe Hotel,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry
	8th -9th  October
	Cllr. E. Walsh

Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr. B. Lawlor

 
	€230

	Challenged Local Authorities
	Third Sector Forum
	Gleno Abbey Hotel,

Galway
	16th -18th October
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€225

	Voluntary Housing and Sheltered Housing for the Elderly
	Ashford Building Services
	Manor West Hotel & Spa,

Tralee,

Co. Kerry
	23rd – 25th October 2009
	Cllr B. Lawlor

Cllr. T Gilligan
	€225

	LAMA Winter Conference

Service Provision in Local Government The New Reality
	Local Authority Members Association
	Carlton Castletroy Hotel,

Dublin Road Limerick.

 
	6th -7th November 
	Cllr  C. Keane
Cllr. J. Hannon
Cllr. C. Brophy 
	€195


 


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to 
pass the following resolution:

 “In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”
c) APPOINTMENT OF NON COUNCILLOR MEMBERS TO COUNTY DUBLIN VEC
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. T. Walsh, Head of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, and was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was circulated to the members at the November 2009 OP&F 
meeting: 

The Council at its Annual Meeting held on 19th June 2009 appointed Councillors 
Caitriona Jones, Dermot Looney, Guss O'Connell, Therese Ridge and William 
Lavelle to the County Dublin Vocational Education Committee.

Section 7 (2)(d) of the Vocational Education Committee (Amendment) 
Act 
provides for the appointment of 4 other members to be appointed jointly by Fingal County Council and South Dublin County Council, after consultation with the Core Committee of the VEC which is comprised of elected members from 
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown County Council (2), South Dublin County Council (5), Fingal County Council (5) , County Dublin VEC Staff (2) and Parents' Representatives (2).


A joint advertisement on behalf of Fingal County Council and South Dublin County 
Council was placed in the press in September 2009 inviting nominations, with a 
closing date of 19th October 2009.  Six nominations were received. One nominee 
subsequently withdrew from the process.


Details of the nominations were forwarded to County Dublin VEC and were brought 
before the Core Committee on the 16th November 2009 for consideration following 
which and having regard to the provisions of Section 29 of SI 924 of 2004 (in 
relation to gender balance of 2 men and 2 women) it was agreed that the following 
4 persons be nominated as the non-elected members to County Dublin VEC  


Ms. Deirdre Doherty-Ryan


Ms. Liz Kelly


Mr. Don Tipping


Mr. Pat Ward


The appointment of these four nominees is now before the Council for 
recommendation to full Council on 14th December 2009  


It was proposed by Councillor Mick Duff, seconded by Councillor O’ Connell  and 
RESOLVED:

“That following consideration of the recommendations of the Core Committee of County Dublin VEC at a meeting held on 16th November 2009 , that a recommendation be made to Council to appoint Deirdre Doherty-Ryan, Don Tipping, Liz Kelly and Pat Ward as non-elected members to County Dublin VEC in accordance with  Section 7(2)(d) of the Vocational Education Committee (Amendment) Act 2001".      

It is  now before the Council to resolve " that Deirdre Doherty-Ryan, Don 
Tipping, Liz Kelly and Pat Ward  be appointed jointly by Fingal County Council 
and South Dublin County Council to the County Dublin Vocational Education 
Committee in accordance with  Section 7(2)(d) of the Vocational Education 
Committee (Amendment) Act 2001". 

d) NOMINATION TO LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. T. Walsh, Head of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, and was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was circulated at the November 2009 OP&F Meeting:


"By virtue of its democratic mandate South Dublin County Council is entitled to 
make 
appointments or nominations to a range of joint bodies and other elected 
bodies. 


In accordance with Schedule 10 (4) of the Local Government Act 2001 
(Meetings and Proceedings of Local Authorities) the Council considered the 
election, appointment or nomination of members (councillor and non-
councillor 
where 
appropriate) to these bodies at the June 2009 Annual 
Meeting and 
resolved to consider further appointments at a later date to the 
Annual 
Meeting.  


The Council approved the appointments of 5 / 6 Councillors at the September 2009 
OP&F meeting (Councillors C. Keane, C.King, D. Looney, G. O’Connell and E. 
Maloney) and non Councillor Members at the November 2009 Council meeting. 


It was agreed at the September 2009 O P& F meeting to defer the appoint the 
sixth Councillor member to the Committee and this is now before the Council for 
consideration.


(The provisions of Paragraph 18, Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001 
apply to these appointments)"


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and 
AGREED:


 “That Councillor E. Tuffy be recommended for appointed to the Local Traveller  
Accommodation Consultative Committee.”   

This matter is now before the Council for approval”
e) APPOINTMENT TO STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. T. Walsh, Head of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following summary report and schedule was presented and  considered at the November 2009 
OP&F meeting:

Elected Members:

 As per schedule attached. 

· Arts – 10/10 places filled 

· Ec Dev – 11/12 places filled 

· Env – 9/10 places filled 

· Housing & Social – 10/10 filled 
· Sports – 10 / 10 filled 
· Transportation – 10/10 filled 


Community / Voluntary Sector:         
 
Nomination rights to 10 places on 6 SPCs as follows

· Arts / Culture                        
            3 (incl 1 culture specific) 

· Economic Development          
1 

· Environment                            
1 

· Housing/ Social                       
1 

· Sports                                       
3 (1 disadvantaged specific) 

· Transportation                        
1
 
Nominations have been received for all 10 places as per schedule attached.


 National Pillars:

Environmental: (New National Pillar).   Nomination rights to 5 places on 
4 SPCs as follows. 

· Economic Development         
1 

· Environment                           

2 

· Housing & Social                   

1 

· Transportation                       

1
 Nominations have been received for all five places as per schedule attached. 


Agriculture Pillar: Nomination rights to 3 places on 3 SPCs as follows. 
· Economic Development         
1 
· Environment                            
1 
· Housing & Social


1

Nominations have been received for all three places as per schedule 
attached.


 Business Commercial / Dev Construction: Nomination rights to 8 places 
on 6 SPCs as follows 

· Arts / Culture                      
1 

· Economic Development       
2 (incl. Dev  Constr) 

· Environment                          
1 

· Housing/ Social                    
1 

· Sports                                     
1 

· Transportation                      
2 (incl. Dev Constr)

 Nominations have been received for 4 / 8 places as per schedule attached


 Trade Union:  Nomination rights to 5 places on 5 SPCs as follows 

· Arts / Culture                       
1 

· Economic Development        
1 

· Housing/ Social                    
1 

· Sports                                    
1 

· Transportation                      
1

No submissions have been received.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Cllr T Ridge and AGREED  to recommend that Council approve the nominations for appointments to the SPCs as set out in the schedule circulated and attached to the report”. 

End of Report to OP&F

Submissions have since been received for 4/5 Trade Union places on 4th December 2009 as per schedule attached. 

Chambers Ireland has confirmed an additional nominee for Economic Development

It is now before the members to approve the nominations for appointments to the SPCs as set out in the schedule attached hereto”.  

End of Report to Dec Council Meeting

  It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney        and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 19th November 2009 along with the more recent additions of nominations to SPC’s be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H4/1209
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H5/1209
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:


“Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing 
Committee, Friday 11 September 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in County Hall, 
Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair)
	Mayor Cllr. M. Duff

	Cllr. S. Crowe
	Cllr. P. Cosgrove

	Cllr. M. McDonagh
	Cllr. G. Kenny

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	Cllr. E. Coburn

	C. O’Connor T.D
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	Cllr. J. Hannon
	P. Rabitte T.D.

	Chief Superintendent J. Manley
	Cllr. P. Kearns

	Billy Coman Housing Dept. SDCC
	Michelle Kearns (Comm. Platform)

	J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)
	Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn

	J. Horan (County Manager)
	



 Apologies:


Cllr. C. Keane, Alan Shatter T.D.  Cllr. J. Lahart


Also Present:

Willie Sheils, Anne Byrne, SDCC., S. O’Gorman, RAPID., 
Superintendent E. Dolan, 
Superintendent Pat Clavin, Superintendent John Quirke, Inspector Gerry Delamar


Election of Chair

Cllr. Robert Dowds was elected Chairperson and Cllr. Gus O’Connell  was elected Vice Chairperson.


1. Meeting Report of the15 May and Matters Arising


The Committee adopted the report of the meeting of 15th May 2009.


There were no matters arising from this report.  


2. Annual Report


This is available on the CDB Website and available to the public.


Consultation on Crime Prevention and Safety


A. Byrne explained that the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform has commenced an examination of crime policy in Ireland 
which will result in the production of a White Paper on Crime.  The discussion document entitled ‘Crime Prevention and Community  Safety’ is available on line at www.justice.ie.  The Committee agreed that a sub-group will be set up which will make a submission on behalf of the committee.


County Managers Report

Annual Workplan

The work plan was discussed by the Committee and A. Byrne informed the members that work has begun on the actions.  Updates will be available at all meetings.


Community Policing Fora

The guidelines for the establishment of these groups were circulated.  It was agreed that the earlier sub-committee will look at their establishment in this county.

A discussion followed regarding agencies working together to alleviate problems 
and difficulties throughout the County.  J. Horan offered to return to this issue at the next meeting giving information about the inter-agency work being carried out.


Garda Report

Report from Chief Superintendent John Manley, 


DMR Southern Division to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee on the 11th September 2009.

Report for Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Terenure 

and Crumlin Stations

Crime Statistics January to August 2009 in comparison

with January to August 2008

	Tallaght Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	508
	576
	13%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	49
	44
	-10%

	
	Robbery from the person
	26
	35
	35%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	23
	9
	-61%

	Theft
	
	1,389
	1,196
	-14%

	
	Theft from Person
	48
	39
	-19%

	
	Theft from MPV
	243
	281
	16%

	
	Theft from Shop
	430
	328
	-24%

	
	Theft (Other)
	158
	142
	-10%

	
	Theft of MPV
	510
	406
	-20%



Property Crime  




 1,946
   1816     -7%
	Rathfarnham Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	277
	247
	-11%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	23
	17
	-26%

	
	Robbery from the person
	15
	10
	-33%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	8
	7
	-13%

	Theft
	
	449
	388
	-17%

	
	Theft from Person
	3
	14
	367%

	
	Theft from MPV
	114
	93
	-18%

	
	Theft from Shop
	92
	89
	-3%

	
	Theft (Other)
	87
	85
	-2%

	
	Theft of MPV
	153
	107
	-30%



Property Crime  




 749
   652      -13%
	Crumlin Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	110
	126
	15%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	9
	24
	167%

	
	Robbery from the person
	1
	3
	200%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	8
	21
	163%

	Theft
	
	
	
	

	
	Theft from Person
	2
	8
	300%

	
	Theft from MPV
	32
	56
	75%

	
	Theft from Shop
	63
	51
	-19%

	
	Theft (Other)
	62
	55
	-11%

	
	Theft of MPV
	71
	68
	-4%



Property Crime  




 230
   238      3%
	Terenure Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	98
	157
	60%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	12
	31
	158%

	
	Robbery from the person
	2
	14
	600%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	10
	17
	70%

	Theft
	
	
	
	

	
	Theft from Person
	5
	8
	60%

	
	Theft from MPV
	54
	55
	2%

	
	Theft from Shop
	29
	32
	10%

	
	Theft (Other)
	76
	48
	-37%

	
	Theft of MPV
	38
	32
	-16%



Property Crime  




     202      175      -13%

Property Related Crime is practically level as the same period last year 1% and this 
total has been trending downwards in recent month which is driven by a 20% 
reduction on property crime in the Tallaght District. Incidents of burglary reported 
have increased 12% overall in the Division. Robberies from institutions at 76 are up 
4% whilst robberies from the person at 77 are up 38% on last year. Areas of high 
incidence of such crime are being targeted with constant patrolling and intelligence 
led operations.


There were 182 detections of drugs for sale and supply in the Division in 2009 an 
increase of 3% on 2008 – The total number of incidents of simple possession at 
1133 
represent a 6% reduction on the 2008 figure of 1199. The increase in 
detections for 
the sale and supply is due to increased profiling of offenders and 
surveillance of 
known suppliers. An operation is currently in place under Operation 
Clean streets involving the Tallaght District Drugs Unit, Local Gardai and the 
Garda National Drugs 
Unit targeting individuals selling drugs in the Tallaght area. 


There were 441 drink driving / in charge of vehicle detections for 2009 as opposed to 509 for 2008 – a reduction of 13%. The figures indicate that an increased number of people are being more responsible on the road. There was 27 drug driving detections as opposed to 23 in 2008 – a 17% increase. 152 mandatory alcohol checkpoints have been carried out in 2009 as opposed to 138 last year. 


Three fatal road traffic accidents occurred in the Division in 2009, the same figure 
as 2008. The number of intercept speed detections by speed limit zone was 
1,417 in 2009 as opposed to 1419 in 2008, a reduction of 4%.

1328 incidents of public disorder have been recorded in 2009 as opposed to 1286 in 2008 – an increase of 3%. Criminal damage incidents are almost identical to last year at 1858 – as opposed to 1865 in 2008. The number of incidents of assault has increased by 9% in 2009 at 476 incidents – 437 in 2008.

CCTV footage has been installed and is in operation in the Tallaght Sub-District. 
The control room is fully furnished with 32 cameras fully operational. Work is 
ongoing on the remaining cameras and members have been trained in respect of the operations of the system.


There have been four incidents of homicide in the Division in 2009. One male and 
one female has been arrested and charged for their respective roles in two of the 
murders. The other two incidents are being actively investigated. 

Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6


Report of Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the 
South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 11th September 
2009 – Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn. 


The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under 
review, 
as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that 
regulation, (1) Commission of Crime and (2) Crime Prevention Matters 

1. Commission of Crime – January to August  2009

	Category
	2009
	2008

	Assault
	49
	57

	Burglary
	426
	539

	Criminal Damage
	1190
	1283

	Drug Seizures
	97
	161

	Discharge of Firearm
	15
	16

	Possession of Offensive Weapon
	86
	68

	Robbery from Person
	46
	33

	Robbery from Establishments 
	35
	42

	Theft from MPV
	456
	409

	Theft from Shop
	486
	597

	Public Order 
	739
	1000

	Prisoners Arrested
	2387
	2806


2. Crime Prevention Matters

· Operation Anvil and Operation Shilling continues to Operate with 

checkpoints, surveillance and searches carried out during each 


tour of duty. Emphasis on high volume crime and 




specific criminal targets. 

· There have been 387 searches conducted compared with 358 for 
the same period in 2008.

· There is 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai attached to the Community 



Police Unit in Clondalkin and 1 Gardai attached to the unit 


in Rathcoole. The unit in Clondalkin have 5 pedal cycles 



that are in regular use.  In Lucan there is 1 Sgt and 8 



Gardai and 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai in Ronanstown. 




Ronanstown have 4 pedal cycles that are in regular 



use. 

· Regular inspections of licensed premises remain a priority 


to target underage consumption of alcohol and the illegal 


sale of alcohol to minors. There have been 252 Licensed 



Premises inspections to date in 2009

· (40) Adult and (28) Juvenile ASBO notices have been issued.
· There have been 450 Juvenile referrals in 2009

· The main partnerships in Clondalkin/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown SubDistricts supporting  Garda initiatives:

1. Clondalkin Drugs Task Force

2. Business Watch Schemes in Clondalkin Village, Liffey 

Valley and Fonthill.

3. Garda Clinics (3), takes place in the Council Offices in 



Clondalkin village / Neilstown / Palmerstown. 

4. 3 Business Watch Schemes in Rathcoole, (City West, 



Saggart and Newcastle-Lyons,)

5. 2 Hospital Watch Schemes in Peamount Hospital / 



Hermitage Clinic.

6. RAPID promoting social inclusion in disadvantaged areas. 

7. North Clondalkin Community Forum. Meeting held 



fortnightly to discuss local problems

8. SDCC. Anti social units. Deals with individual and general 


anti social problems in North Clondalkin. 

9. Local Drugs Task Force


A discussion followed which covered issues such as:

· Prosecution of off-licensed premises

· Vandalism around schools

· Graffiti and availability of spray cans

· Gang related crime and feuding between gangs

· Reduction in Gardai Manpower

· Changes in Economy will lead to greater crime and anti-social behaviour


The Gardai present informed the committee that new legislation is in place to target 
gang crime and this will have a significant result.  They were confident that they had sufficient manpower to carryout their work.  Concern was expressed that a reduction in position on FAS Training and JI Courses will lead to difficulties in Community Centres and other areas which promote pro-social behaviour throughout the county and the Committee supported their retention where facilities providing services which alleviate anti-social behaviour are concerned.


The Committee welcomed the recent drug seizures throughout the County and a 
discussion followed regarding the new legislation.  Concern was raised by a number 
of members regarding the difficulties experienced by families and communities as a 
result of crime committed and drug seizures.  They are committed to protecting the 
public in these instances.  The Gardai explained that procedures are in place where 
they liaise with the Drugs Task Force and the new Local Policing Fora could have a 
role here.  The Community CCTV was discussed and this is now operational and it 
was agreed to keep the Committee up to date on its operation.


3. Presentation by Tallaght Community Policing Unit 


Superintendent E. Dolan and Inspector Delamar gave a comprehensive 


presentation on the Community Policing Unit in Tallaght using the following 
headings:

· Deployment Categories

· Instruments and Systems Used

· Allocation of Community Gardai

· Policing Unit Resources

· Daily Activities/Tour of duty

· Garda Youth Diversion Projects

· Contacts


This model was acknowledged by the Committee as having worked well and having 
the confidence of the local community.  

· A number of specific issues were raised:

· Gardai interaction with young males

· Scramblers

· Need for more community Gardai

· Contacts for community Gardai

· 999 Call procedure


The gardai reported that scramblers are confiscated by Gardai and later sold off at 
auction.  It was agreed to forward a list of the Community Gardai in the 
Tallaght/Rathfarnham area onto relevant members of the committee.


The next meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee will take 
place on Friday November 20th at 3 p.m. in County Hall, Tallaght.


Business Submitted


Cllr. John Hannon:


Question:


That action be taken to prevent the use of quad bikes and other motorised vehicles 
in public and other lands in South Dublin, and with particular reference to the 
following locations:

· Hellfire Club lands

· Dodder Linear Park at Old Mill and Scoil Carmel

· Kiltalown Public Open Space


Garda Reply:


The illegal use of Quad Bikes and Motorised vehicles in public and other lands in 
South Dublin was a cause for concern. Through continuous enforcement and 
attention the problem has been greatly reduced. Bye laws under Forestry Act 1988 
(Section 37) (Coilte Teoranta) Bye-Laws 2009 are now in place prohibiting the use 
of these types of vehicles in Forest Areas.


The problem particularly affects large green areas and public parks. The problem 
has received ongoing attention, and frequent patrols of these areas occur by 
local Gardaí to deter and apprehend offenders and impound vehicles where 
appropriate.


The Gardaí liaise regularly with South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown County Council, National Parks and Wildlife Services and Dublin 
mountains Initiative regarding enforcing bye laws and addressing any issues.


Gardaí also have Keys to parks and carparks to gain access if necessary  


Council Reply:

The use of motor bikes, quad bikes and other motorized vehicles in public parks 
and open spaces is prohibited under the Park Bye-Laws. Unauthorised use of 
such vehicles is a cause of serious concern to the County Council in light of the afety issues involved and the resulting damage to the parks and open spaces. 
While unauthorised use can take place at any time, it is evident that such activity takes place principally in the evenings after our staff have finished work for the day and at weekends.

This matter has been raised for discussion with An Garda Siochána on a regular basis and the Gardaí have responded with targeted campaigns in certain areas. In 2007, the Gardaí in Tallaght impounded over thirty motor bikes and scooters rom individuals who were using them in public parks and open spaces in the area. It must be appreciated that in many of these areas, particularly on the fringes of housing areas and in the larger parks, it is extremely difficult to apprehend offenders.


At the same time, the Parks Department has been taking steps to secure the parks 
as far as practically possible against this activity. However, it is very difficult to fully 
exclude this activity without also making access to parks very difficult for other user 
groups such as persons with disabilities. Smaller motorcycles are often lifted over 
barriers by several individuals in order to gain access to the park or open space. 

It is intended to meet with the Gardaí again to discuss specific measures and actions that can be taken to deal with this issue, in particular in relation to the problems experienced at Dodder Valley and Kiltalown Parks. In the case of Dodder Valley Park, while the park has generally been secured, access to the park is being gained via adjacent, less secure, private lands. It is intended to raise this issue with the landowners concerned’


Dublin Mountain Partnership Reply:


Coillte have had bye-laws passed and which will be trialed in the Dublin Mountains 
over the coming months before being implemented nationwide.  Signs will be 
erected across sites in the Dublin Mountains from the 7th September.  Focus is 
going to be on Hell Fire and Massy's initially,  Meetings have been held 
with 
representatives from the Dublin Mountain Partnership, Coillte District Manager 
Dublin/Wicklow) and the Gardai regarding this issue.


Cllr. William Lavelle:


Question:


That this committee resolves to initiate preparation of a new co-ordinated strategy 
involving both the Council and Gardai aimed at tackling anti-social behaviour in and 
around the county’s parks.


Garda Reply DMRW:


An Garda Síochána liaises with Mr. John Lyons of the South Dublin County Council 
parks department and has access to all parks in the District. Patrols are conducted 
in  developing new strategies to patrol these areas. 


Council Reply:


The Joint Policing Committee prepared a workplan for 2009 and included in this is 
the following Actions:

1. To establish small working group comprising of Community Gardaí, SDCC Parks Department and local community representatives 

2. To  identify the  levels of anti-social behaviour in two public parks and open spaces and to pilot a initiative to  improve co-ordination between Gardai ,SDCC and community representatives


Work has begun on the implementation of this action and a progress report will be 
submitted to the next JPC meeting.

In order to support the provision of safe public parks and regulate behaviour, the Council has adopted a system of Bye-Laws which are enforced primarily by staff of the Parks and Landscape Services Department supported by local Gardaí.  There is regular and ongoing liaison with local Gardaí who provide positive support and assistance to Council staff through Regular Park and open space patrols undertaken by Community Gardaí and the Garda Mountain Bike Unit. The Gardaí also assist with situations where members of the public ignore requests from staff to obey the Bye Laws, in particular, where the activity is considered hazardous to other park users.  


Question:


That this committee requests the opportunity to make a submission to the Garda 
Commissioner on the proposed review of Garda Divisional areas within the Dublin 
Metropolitan Regions.


Garda Reply:


Gardai are presently examining the Garda Boundaries as part of a review of Garda 
resources, deployment and inter agency cooperation. A business case on this 
imitative is not yet finalized 


Question:


That this committee requests a report on efforts by both the Council and Garda to 
tackle the serious problems of anti-social behaviour faced by residents of Castle 
Riada and Moy Glas estates in Lucan resulting from regular parties at the Old 
Road embankment between both estates.


Garda Reply DMRW:


There are two community Gardai dedicated to this sector in the Lucan District. The 
Gardai also frequently patrol the area with mobile, foot and pedal cycle patrols. 
Gardai have engaged with the developers and Construction Company who own the 
area with a view to securing the land. Gardai in Lucan District have launched a new 
initiative to combat criminal damage by focus, pro active patrols in areas where 
there is a high prevalence of reports of antisocial behaviour and criminal 
damage. 
The focused areas are determined through an analysis of data collected and pin 
mapping of incidents. 


Question:

That this committee requests the Gardai in Lucan and Ronanstown sub-districts to ensure more regular patrols of Ballyowen Lane and adjoining estates and parks so as to discourage anti-social behaviour along the boundary between the two sub-districts.


Garda Reply: 


Garda units in Lucan and Ronanstown patrol as a unified team and share the 
patrols 
between the two sub districts. The boundary is designed for administration 
purposes only and does no hinder patrols. This area is covered by the new 
initiative to combat criminal damage. 


Question:


That this committee recommends that the Gardai reintroduce the placement of 
parking tickets on motor vehicles which are the subject of a computer-recorded fine 
for a parking offence.  The placement of physical ticket on the offending motor 
vehicle would provide a visual warning and deterrent to other car-users who may 
park illegally in the same area.


Garda Reply:


There is no legal requirement to place a warning on a vehicle that is committing a 
parking offence. To introduce this initiative may give the person receiving a fine a 
legal expectation that this notice should be placed on the vehicle. 


Question:


That this committee requests a report on the number of prosecutions for offences 
relating to graffiti broken down per Garda station area.


Garda Reply:

Graffiti is classified as criminal damage in Garda records and there is no specific offence as Graffiti making the generation of these statistics difficult. Graffiti posed a major problem in both Ronanstown and Lucan in the last few years which led to 
two initiatives in Lucan in the schools where persons were identified as causing the damage and dealt with under caution. In Ronanstown in conjunction with An Pobal and SDCC the graffiti program was introduced. The Gardai identified locations which had been damaged by Graffiti and took photographs and mapped locations. This was then submitted to An Pobal and they dispatched a clean up crew within a few hours. The graffiti was removed and the area painted with barrier paint which prevented the surface being damaged again. 


Question:


To ask the Council and Gardai for a report on the enforcement of the HGV ban on 
Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown to include the number of offences detected and 
fines issued during 2008 and 2009 and advise on measures to improve 
enforcement of the ban. 


Garda Reply:

There is no HGV Ban on the Kennelsfort Road however there is a 3 tonne limit this in enforced by members at both Ballyfermot and Ronanstown Garda Station as well as Traffic units based at Blanchardstown and Dublin Castle. There have been 5 detections of breaches of the 3 Tonne Limit in 2009 and fines have been issued 
in comparison with 13 in 2008. The traffic units in both Blanchardstown and Dublin Castle are awaiting new members. Further checkpoints are planned in the coming months and the area is patrolled on a regular basis 


Charlie O’Connor TD


Question:


To ask the Manager to report on effective action now been taken to deal with crime 
on the Bridge across the Tallaght By-Pass at the Square; will he note the concern 
of the public in the matter and make a statement. 


Garda Reply:

The area around the pedestrian bridge at The Square and Sean Walshe Park is patrolled by Gardaí on foot and mountain-bike.  The area is receiving particular attention in view of the intended use of the bridge for access to and egress from Tallaght Stadium as well as possible relocation of Dublin Bus stops to that area.  The area is monitored by the Garda CCTV system.


Question:

To ask the Manager to give a Report on Community Policing throughout Dublin South West, which embraces Bohernabreena, Brittas, Firhouse, Greenhills, Templeogue and Tallaght. 


Garda Reply:

A dedicated Garda from Crumlin Garda Station is assigned to Community Policing in the Greenhills area. The Garda liaises with the four schools in the area. He has close liaison with the Walkinstown / Greenhills resource centre and attends monthly board meetings. 

He maintains close liaison with the co-ordinators of the four neighbourhood watch schemes in the area. His patrols are concentrated on problem areas reported to him and Greenhills Industrial Estate. 


He also has a close association with the following organisations and clubs:

· St. Andrew’s Centre 

· Greenhills Summer Project 

· Greenhills Cub Scouts

· Greenhills Club 4 U

Three dedicated Gardai from Terenure Garda Station are assigned to Community Policing in the Templeogue area. They carry out their duties on mountain bike and foot patrol.

They maintain daily contact with Community Leaders. They visit schools in the Templeogue area in accordance with the Garda Schools Programme. Gardai attend monthly meetings of the Templeogue active Retirement Committee. They hold regular meetings with representatives of the Traveller Community. Gardai are also actively involved in summer camps.

The Bohernabreena, Brittas, Firhouse and Tallaght areas are covered in the presentation of Community Policing in the Tallaght area delivered on this date.

Question:


To ask the Manager to give assurances that the Drugs Unit at Tallaght Garda Station is properly resourced and will he make a statement in the matter. 

Garda Reply:

Tallaght Garda Station has a Drugs Units that consists of 10 Gardai and one Sergeant in charge. The Drugs unit at Tallaght are very active and run operations / initiatives to target Drug related activity at all levels in the area. Coordinated operations with the Garda National Drug Unit and Customs, are also conducted. All Gardai uniform and plain clothes enforce the provisions of legislation in relation to Controlled Drugs and partake in ongoing training programme to update their skills in relation to the detection of drug offences. 
Question:

To ask the Manager to present an update on the operation of CCTV in the Tallaght area and in reporting, will he confirm, if there are any plans to extend the system including coverage of Glenview Lodge, operated by Tallaght Welfare Society, which has been the subject of crime in the past and will he make a statement. 

Garda Reply:

There are 15 CCTV cameras in situ in west Tallaght.  These are divided between three schemes i.e. Killinarden, Brookfield/Fettercairn and Jobstown /Glenshane.  The Gardaí at Tallaght also operate an extensive CCTV scheme across Tallaght Town Centre area which is monitored at Tallaght Garda Station.  The Gardai will support any extension of CCTV schemes set up and run in compliance with Garda policy.

South Dublin County Council Reply:

In the case of these schemes, there is approval to the proposal to have these monitored by the Tallaght Gardai. This change from the original concept of part time monitoring by the community, possibly as a social enterprise project has the full support of all the stakeholders. Application for funding of the necessary works and supply of monitoring equipment in Tallaght Garda Station has been made by the promoters and when received the necessary arrangements will be made with the Contractor, the Gardai and the promoters to allow the schemes to become fully operational. The technical details have already been discussed and agreed with the Garda Technical Division. It is anticipated that these schemes will be fully operational in the near future.  There are no plans at this stage to extend the Community CCTV Scheme to the Glenview Lodge area. 


Question:

To ask the manager to present an update on action taken in respect of issues raised at the most recent meeting of Gardaí with Kingswood Heights Residents Association and in reporting will he confirm if there are any plans to service the Kingswood Heights area from one Garda Station.


Garda DMRS Reply:

Reported difficulties centre around the shopping precinct which is in the Clondalkin area.  Gardaí including local Community Gardaí from Tallaght are patrolling the shopping precinct to deal with anti-social behaviour there.  The allocation of the area to the Tallaght sub-district is being considered as part of the alignment of Garda and county boundaries.  Local Community Gardaí maintains contact with local community representatives and meetings have been attended by Garda management.

Garda DMRW Reply:


Current Review of Garda Boundaries is currently underway with the aim of 
considering the alignment of the DMR South to include all of Kingswood within the 
Tallaght District. 


Question:

To ask the Manager to confirm progress being made in respect of ongoing anti-social behaviour in Council estates in Tallaght and will he make a statement.


Council Reply:


The Council through Community Services and Housing Departments in 
particular has established strong links with local communities in West Tallaght and 
this is very important in combating vandalism and anti-social activity. This is re-
enforced through the active participation with the local communities in the 
Community Safety Initiative of Tallaght West CDI programme.

Extensive pro-social behaviour improvement works have also been carried out through the Rapid Programme e.g. the installation of MUGAS, Playgrounds, etc which have proved to be an important focus for young people in West Tallaght who wish to engage in pro-social activity. Open space areas are also maintained to a high standard in West Tallaght and any damage caused through vandalism is repaired promptly to ensure the physical appearance of estates is not allowed to deteriorate. The Tallaght Leisure Centre – TLC – and the new Brookfield Youth and Family Community Centre together with all of the existing Community Centres also run numerous pro social behaviour programmes which compliment a large number of other programmes to combat Anti-social behaviour.


The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to work in partnership 
with other agencies to respond to and deal proactively with incidents of anti social 
behaviour throughout the county.  All enforcement powers available to the Council 
are fully employed in dealing with anti social activity.  


http://intranet/departments/departments.aspx?deptid=7&dpageid=1131

The Housing Estate Management Team continues to work with the Gardai through 
close liaison in combating anti social activity at a number of levels including the 
following:


 Ø     Joint Policing Committee


Ø      Dublin Bus Community Fora


Ø      Housing Clinics


Ø      Community Liaison Meetings


Ø      Case Conferences


Ø      Regular meetings with Drug Squad and Community Gardai


Ø      Support of Gardai in interviewing anti social tenants


Ø      Community organized events e.g. Community Bonfires Family Days, 
Family/Youth Sports Events, Estate clean ups etc. 


Community Liaison Meetings
Community Liaison Committees comprise of community representatives, the Gardai, Mediation Service and various representatives of the Council. The purpose of these committees is to ensure an integrated response to local service delivery. The Liaison Committee Initiative was established in 2007 with McUilliam and Daletree and is being extended to include Cushlawn Estate. Meetings are held monthly.

In 2008 an enforcement initiative was carried out in McUilliam Estate. The purpose  of the initiative was to target the perpetrators of anti-social activity, to monitor occupancy of the rented housing stock, to check the maintenance condition of the houses and gardens, to address illegal dumping and littering. The initiative was carried out on an inter-agency basis and supported by local Gardai. Every household was visited by the Council’s Estate Management Team for the purpose of inviting expressions of interest in becoming involved in a representative Residents’ Group for the estate. Work in this area is continuing and the Anti Social Response Team is in contact with all agencies in the area.


Elimination of anti social black spots.

 Work is ongoing regarding the elimination of anti-social black spots including such 
works as deemed necessary and as resources are available:


 Ø      Re-enforcement of walls


Ø      Installation of railings 


Ø      Elimination of laneways 


Ø      Additional lighting within estates


Ø      Stub wall construction


Ø      Installation of anti-vandal mechanisms


Ø      Re-instatement of areas


Ø      Removal of areas prone to dumping


Ø      Landscaping, design and development


Ø      Ground cover redevelopment


Ø      Footpath extension


Ø      Enhancement of entrance areas (improve access)


Ø      Improvements through Painting programmes


Ø      Boundary treatments and fencing Improvements.


Staff Training 
The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to up skill itself in the interest of delivery of an effective housing estate management service which includes responding to incidents of anti-social behaviour. Examples of current training initiatives include Coaching/Copping On training which is being delivered by the West Tallaght Childhood Development Initiative. An important element of this training relates to best practice for interacting with children and young people which is particularly relevant for Estate Management staff.


 Tenancy Training:
21 courses were conducted in 2008 with a further 9 to date in 2009. This course is now compulsory for all applicants for newly built homes. The format of the pre-tenancy training was revised in 2008 for the purpose of nurturing the concept of community development, capacity building and active citizenship and civic responsibility from the outset. Prospective tenants participating in the training are made aware of the valuable resource available through the Connect website.  The focus of the tenancy training seminars is on providing an introduction to South Dublin, to promoting the benefits of living in the County and to creating awareness of what the local community has to offer. Other relevant agencies are also involved in the training including MABS, Gardai, TWCDI, Bernardos and HSE. 

The Council is further developing a post-tenancy training after 6 – 8 weeks following the taking up of a new tenancy which will be introduced shortly and will involve all of the above agencies to assist the tenants into their new homes and community.  


Policy
A subgroup of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Policy document which was adopted by the Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006, is also included in the overall review.  The purpose of the review is to draft an Anti Social Strategy which will, in conjunction with other agencies, strengthen the powers available to the Housing Authority to deal with Anti Social Activity.  

The Strategy envisages a multi agency collaborative approach to dealing with anti social activity.  As outlined above the strong liaisons needed to deliver this approach are already in place and are currently being further developed.

Garda Reply:


Gardaí at Tallaght, particularly those attached to the Community Policing Unit, are 
working closely with South Dublin County Council, local estate management and 
other agencies to deal with anti-social behaviour in Council estates in Tallaght.  
Youths involved in crime are being brought into the five Garda Youth Diversion 
Projects in the Tallaght area.  Gardaí are supporting the four pilot sites for the 
Community Safety Initiative


Pat Rabbitte TD:


Question:

To ask Garda Management to respond to the perception that it is not possible to take timely action against tenants who persist in anti-social behaviour because of inordinate delays on the part of the Gardai in making the necessary response in cases referred to them. 


Garda Reply:

Community Gardaí at Tallaght Garda Station work very closely and are in daily contact with South Dublin County Council anti-social officers.  All matters brought to attention of the Gardaí are dealt with in the earliest possible course in co-operation with SDCC staff.  A clerical officer has been attached to the Community Policing Unit office at Tallaght Garda Station for some time.  He provides immediate returns to the hundreds of requests from SDCC for information on prospective tenants under sections 14 & 15 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1997.  Relevant staff in each organisation have the personal mobile phone numbers of their counterparts should any issues or difficulties arise. At present there is no backlog at Tallaght in supplying the necessary responses.


Question:

To ask Garda Management to respond to claims that Gardai interfacing with young males do not always demonstrate the kind of restraint calculated to improve relations between alienated youth and the Garda Siochana. 


Garda Reply:

Gardai interfacing with young males are obliged to perform there duties in ccompliance with the European Convention on Human Rights Act, 2003. An Garda Síochána must provide a professional service to the Community operating within the parameters of its lawful mandate and as such each member must consciously and diligently uphold the principles of legality, necessity, proportionality, accountability and non discrimination.


Gardai are also obliged to adhere to the Garda Customer Charter by providing a 
service with courtesy, respect, helpfulness and professionalism.


Gardai who fail to uphold standards are subject to investigation by the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission and the Garda Síochána (Disciplinary) 
Regulations.

It must be pointed out that Garda members frequently face violent and confrontational situations often associated with alcohol and / or drugs particularly during the hours of darkness. These situations are particularly prevalent at weekends in the vicinity of nightclubs and when large numbers of young people congregate.  The Garda actions must be balanced between the need to uphold the law and due consideration for the rights of the individual concerned


Cllr. Emma Coburn


Question:

That this committee requests a report on the effort by Gardai to tackle anti-social 
behaviour in Rathfarnham Village in light of Rathfarnham Village being both a 
commercial and residential entity.


Garda Reply:

It is accepted that Rathfarnham Village is both a commercial and residential entity. As a result members attached to Rathfarnham Garda Station actively patrol the area on a 24 hour basis. It is also accepted that for a number of months at the beginning of 2009 there were Public Order concerns in the area, however they have been tackled strenuously. 

The main source of Public Order problems in Rathfarnham Village was caused by licensed premises where teenage discos occurred regularly and an adult night club was held. While these events were taking place they were patrolled and public order offenders were dealt with by way of arrest.

Following on from this, objections were made before the courts to prevent this premises obtaining exemptions which would allow them to open for late night discos. As a direct result of Garda objections the premises have ceased to trade in Rathfarnham Village as a licensed premises. 

A catering premises, which was a source of public order concerns has ceased to trade since 2nd August 2009 following Garda objections to the Courts. This premises stayed opened late at night and attracted youths from all over the vicinity. This premises received attention regarding Public Order matters and received a number of notices warning them of behaviour that was taking place. This premises was served with notices under Section 4 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2003 as a result of incidents occurring inside and outside the premises. 


This area will continue to receive Garda attention with a view to preventing any 
Public Order problems from occurring.     


Cllr. Cait Keane


Question:

To ask the Gardaí to investigate why the Residents Association of Stonepark/Longwood are complaining of the inadequate response getting from the Gardai (a) re anti social behaviour and  (b) illegal parking in the Stonepark/Longwood area in the vicinity of the roundabout. This seem to have reached an unacceptable level and that this be discussed with the aid of a full written report from the Gardaí 

Garda Reply:


Public Order incidents in both Stonepark Abbey and Longwood Estate are receiving 
ongoing attention from members of An Garda Siochana. All members of the station 
party, Regular Units, Community Policing Units and Special Resource Units actively 
by members breaching Public Order or Intoxicating Liquor Acts are being 
processed. patrol the area assisted by Detective and Anvil Patrols. Calls 
received 
regarding drinking in the area are dealt with by members as soon as possible. 
Persons found
Prosecutions are taken were appropriate.  


The Community Garda for the area continues to work with the Residents 
Association of the area. A meeting has been arranged by her for Thursday 24th September 2009 to address any further concerns.


Regarding the question of illegal parking every effort has and continues to be made 
by An Garda Siochana to deal with this problem. 


Following representations made to the Council by An Garda Siochana double and 
single yellow lines have been put in place in the estate to prevent illegal parking

The Community Garda has called to the school and has organised in conjunction 
with School management a letter to be forwarded to each parent whose children attend the school informing them of the need not to illegally park in the neighboring estates and informing them of the consequences, i.e. parking tickets.


Members attached to Regular Units and Community Policing Units regularly attend 
at the school morning and evening and parking tickets are issued to those 
persons who illegally park their vehicles. 


It is understandable that as the new school year commences a number of parents are not fully aware of their obligations regarding parking. However, immediate agency co-operation between School Management and An Garda Siochana have resulted in the above steps been put in place.”

Councillor R. Dowds proposed that in light of the recent events whereby shots were fired at gardai in an estate in his electoral area, a letter of support be written to the superintendent for the area. This was seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED.

The report was NOTED.

H6/1209
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney   and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q27 be  ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/1209
OWNERSHIP AND CONDITION OF LANEWAYS

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager if there is ongoing mapping and a review of ownership and conditions of laneways in the County being carried out particularly in Tallaght area by this Council and when a report will be available to elected members?

REPLY:

There is currently no specific mapping or database of ownerships and details of 
laneways in the County.  However, it is hoped that a survey of laneways in the 
County will commence in 2010.


In the meantime, if details of any specific laneway are supplied the laneway in 
question will be examined and the Councillor will be contacted.  

Q2/1209
EMPTY BOARDED UP HOUSES

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager if he will give a report outlining how many empty boarded up houses he hopes to allocate and have occupied before the New Year?

REPLY:
There were 149 houses vacant countywide at end of November, 17 of which were returned to the Council in October and 27 in November.  The breakdown of the vacant list is 34 in Lucan/Clondalkin, 115 in Tallaght and they represent 1.6% of the overall housing stock. 

24 houses are ready for allocation and work is continuing on another 33 units, 31 of which  will be ready for allocation prior to Christmas.  Work will commence on other vacant houses as current ones are completed.

Tenants have been sourced for 25 of the current vacant houses. It should be noted that 7l refusals of offers have been received to date for all casual vacancies in 2009.  

Q3/1209
DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADES SERVICES
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager is he aware, in this climate of cuts in services, of the proposed reduction of Ambulance Services in Tallaght Fire Station and in view of the large population in this catchment area, that is reliant on this quick and immediate service, will he outline to the relevant authorities this Councils concern at this proposal?


REPLY:

Dublin Fire Brigade provides fire, ambulance, emergency and rescue services 
throughout the 
Dublin City and County Region. The service operates from 12 full 
time and 2 retained stations, employing over 1,000 staff.  The ambulance service is 
the responsibility of the HSE however their contribution does not cover the cost of 
the service and the four Dublin Authorities are therefore subsidising the service.

The costs are shared between the four Dublin Local Authorities on the basis of commercial valuation, population and numbers of householders. A contribution is also received from the HSE in relation to the ambulance service.  The ambulance service is the responsibility of the HSE however their contribution does not cover the cost of the service and the four Dublin Authorities are therefore subsidising the service.

The total Dublin City Council budget for the service and apportionment of costs is set out in the table below -

	Dublin City Council Budget Outturn
	2009

	
	

	
	

	Payroll Costs
	109,910,379

	Operations
	11,575,700

	Provision of Buildings/Equipment 
	2,355,900

	Operation of Ambulance Service
	1,609,400

	Service Support Costs 
	3,855,679

	
	

	Total Cost of Fire Service
	129,307,058

	
	

	Service Funding Sources
	

	
	

	DLR
	16,273,866

	Fingal
	20,789,417

	SDCC
	20,700,000

	Dublin City
	54,007,775

	HSE
	9,306,000

	Other income
	8,230,000

	
	

	Total Funding
	129,307,058



The South Dublin County Council contribution to this service in 2009 is expected to 
come to €20,700,000. This cost has risen substantially over recent years as can be 
seen from the table below - 

	2001
	€ 11,383,787

	2002
	€ 12,030,004 

	2003
	€ 13,551,786 

	2004
	€ 15,411,191 

	2005
	€ 15,624,628 

	2006
	€ 16,782,000 

	2007
	€ 17,842,807 

	2008
	€ 18,968,983 

	2009 (projected)
	€ 20,700,000 


South Dublin County Council has been engaging with its partners in relation to reviewing the level of costs in this service. Areas being examined are the same areas as are being examined throughout this Councils service and include –

· the level of staffing in the context of staff embargo and non-replacement 
policies/early retirement schemes etc, 

· work practices, 

· overtime and allowance arrangements, 

· service levels and mobilisations, 

· availability of resources and income sources 

· fleet management and replacement programmes, 

· facility management and usage

In such a critical service area, the quality of the service provided is paramount and is the key focus of process of reviewing the operation of the service. In a climate of reducing resources, management of the Fire Service must deliver the most efficient service possible thereby ensuring the most effective service is available in the protection of the public and property.

The Council is not aware of a proposal to reduce the ambulance service available to the county. As stated, the Council is involved in a process, not to cut services, but to ensure the optimum level of service is provided while minimising the substantial costs to the region.

Q4/1209
RPA

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the ongoing incursions of stolen cars and anti social elements into the lands of the proposed LUAS route will the manager agree to contact the RPA and ask them to establish greater security in order to prevent infiltration and ease the unnecessary burden on local residents living alongside the proposed route?

REPLY:

If the question is approved a letter will issue to the RPA and the members will be 
circulated with a copy of the  reply from the RPA  when received. 

Q5/1209    AFFORDABLE ACCOMMODATION
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager is he aware of  in of the growing and obvious difficulty experienced by individuals or couples currently in Affordable 1 or 2 bed Accommodation and with arrival of more children, their need to move more spacious accommodation, will the manager in conjunction with interested parties draw up new proposals with a view to making a submission to the Minister for Environment seeking flexibility and more positive and realistic change in this area?
REPLY:
The Council is aware that a change of circumstances can and may affect the type of home required. The birth of a child, the need to care for a parent, or similar life changes, can precipitate a requirement for a larger home. In all of these cases, the system of affordable provision needs to facilitate the necessary move to a new home. Where a larger home is required, there is also the need for this to be available on an affordable basis. Currently Affordable Housing purchasers may sell their affordable home on the open market  and endeavour  to purchase another home suitable to their requirements on the open market.

The findings and recommendations in a study commissioned by the Affordable Homes Partnership, at the request of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government was presented to the Minister for the Environment in May 2008. One of the recommendations in the report was to introduce flexibility in the affordable housing scheme so that purchasers could move from one affordable hometo another as family circumstances change (subject to the normal rules in relation to income eligibility criteria). The report states that "affordability and the provision of affordable housing cannot be seen as simply a single transaction represented by the purchase of one property. In the same way as households purchasing in the open market or indeed those renting from local authorities or private landlords, those buying an affordable home should be able to have the opportunity to move to a different home when circumstances require." The report recommended that mechanisms should be examined to make affordable homes available to second and maybe even subsequent home owners if/when they became available. The idea being that an affordable home that was being sold would be offered to eligible and approved applicants on the Affordable Housing waiting list in the first instance.

The recommendation of the study commissioned is taken into account in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2009 and Part 5  Section 84 subsection (5)  of the Act which deals with  "assessment of eligibility of household for affordable dwelling purchase arrangement " states, "Where, having regard to its accommodation needs referred to in subsection (2) (a), a houshold requires to relocate to either a different dwelling or administrative area or both, subsection (2) (c) shall not render the houshold ineligible for an affordable home purchase arrangement where the household ---(a) has previously purchased a dwelling under an affordable dwelling purchase arrangement".  

Effectively this means that provision will be made by the Minister, through regulation, to allow existing affordable housing purchasers trade up their homes within the Affordable Housing Scheme when their housing circumstances change.  The  Commencement Order to bring in these provisions has not been made to date. An electronic version of the Act is now available on the web.

Q6/1209
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CHARGES) REGULATIONS 2009

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager if he will accept payment in cash for the €200 charge on owners of a second dwelling and, if not, why not? (This arises from a case where a person who tried to present the money in cash, was refused when he offered the money in cash).


REPLY:
Section 7 of the Local Government (Charges) Regulations 2009 made under the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 states;


“ The following means of payment are prescribed for the purposes of section


5(3) of the Act:


(a) cheque, bank draft, postal order and credit or debit card, where the


declaration to which the payment relates is made in writing; or


(b) credit or debit card, where the declaration to which the payment


relates is made by means of the internet”


Cash therefore cannot be received in relation to the charge. 

Local Authorities have set up an Agency to manage the collection of this charge using an online payment system. Payments can also be made by sending in the form plus cheque / bankdraft or postal order to NPPR, PO Box 11654, Dublin 8


 Approximately 75% of the transactions have been carried out on line. There are 
facilities available to the public to pay the charge on line in County Hall in Tallaght 
and in the civic offices in Clondalkin. The collection of this charge has proved very 
successful. This Council has received € 1.99M up to the 8th. December which 
represents payment in respect of approximately 9950 houses.

Q7/1209
IRISH RAIL

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to write to Irish Rail to get an update as to when the Inter-Connector Rail Link between Heuston Station and the City Centre will be delivered?


REPLY:

If the question is approved a letter will issue to Irish Rail and the members will be 
circulated with a copy of the Minister's reply when received.

Q8/1209
NAMA
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to lists the lands/property within South County Dublin which will be subject to the provisions of NAMA and to name the owners involved?


REPLY:

If the question is adopted and approved by the Members, it will then be forwarded 
to Nama seeking the required information. When a response is to hand, the 
information will then be forwarded to the Councillor. 
Q9/1209
FLOODING

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to report on the recent major flooding event within the South Dublin County Council area and the affects on the local community. Would the Manager report on what measures can be taken to allay concerns, including possible impacts of such flooding, including possible dangers to our bridges, and what measures will the Manage take to stress test our bridges, including Lucan Bridge as an example, where serious flooding occurred in one of our rivers, the River Liffey?

REPLY:

There was no flooding caused by the Liffey in South Dublin during recent rainfall 
events.


Flooding Context
(a) The recent flood event of 29/11/09 and how it impacted on South Dublin was different from normal flooding events. This needs to be understood in the context of the management of the River Liffey.

Heavy rain started to fall on the Liffey Catchment at approximately 8pm on 28/11/09 and continued until 2pm on 29/11/09. The vast majority of this rain fell on the upper and middle Liffey catchment. From approximately midday on 29/11/09 the ESB, through the media started issuing flood alert warnings about the Liffey Catchment, especially through County Kildare. The ESB also contacted officials in South Dublin, Kildare, Fingal and Dublin City at this time to get an understanding of what was happening on the ground. This allowed the ESB to make informed decisions about water releases from the three dams on the catchment. Based on feedback on riverlevels and monitoring of reservoir levels the ESB ceased releasing water from Poulaphouca and Golden Falls to ensure they did not contribute to already the already rapidly rising Liffey. The middle Liffey through Kildare rose steadily causing flooding but based on discussions with Kildare County Council and the ESB, South Dublin flood management team was able to assess the river at Lucan and make informed decisions. Flooding did not happen simultaneously along the Liffey and Kildare County Council were reporting to South Dublin on locations where water levels had peaked throughout the evening of 29/11/09. The surge was visible moving through Kildare and thus the ESB and South Dublin, Fingal and Dublin City Council could assess and plan for Potential River rises. 

Due to the amount of water in the Liffey the discharge from the dam in Leixlip was increased steadily throughout the evening. The discharge went steadily from 80 tonnes / per second to 97 to 103 to 106 to 113 to a maximum of 116 tonnes per second. Officials could see what impact this was having through Lucan and inform Dublin City accordingly. Even though rain ceased at approximately 2pm on 29/11/09, peak flow did not arrive in Lucan until 10.30pm that night. At that stage increase discharge could be balanced with a reduction in tributary inflows thus Lucan only experienced road flooding along Strawberry Beds in Fingal. This was relayed to Dublin City and they were in a position to stand down their flood management team at 11pm approximately.

It should be noted that NO flooding occurred as a result of the Liffey in South Dublin

Examples of rainfall rates
	Casement 
	Rainfall rate

	29/11/09
	30.9 mm

	28/11/09
	4.7 mm

	19/11/09
	19.2 mm

	18/11/09
	14.8 mm

	4/5 Nov 2000
	84 mm

	Hurricane Charlie
	89.2 mm

	 
	 



The return period rainfall for a 12, 24 and 48 hour period are

	Duration
	2yrs
	5yrs
	10yrs
	20yrs
	30yrs
	50yrs
	75yrs

	12hrs
	28
	35.3
	40.3
	45.6
	48.9
	53.3
	57.1

	24hrs
	36.9
	45.4
	51.2
	57.2
	61
	65.9
	70.1

	48hrs
	45.3
	54.7
	61.0
	676.5
	71.5
	76.5
	81.1


The flood event of 29/11/09 is an example of where rainfall falling some distance from a location can at a later time cause flooding downstream and this is how the Liffey flooding on 29/11/09 occurred through Lucan. This was be managed by way of communication between the ESB and the stakeholder Local Authorities. 

(b) The other risk of flooding in South Dublin occurs where heavy rainfall falls directly on a catchment and the flooding happens very quickly through the river and stream or through the drainage systems. This is more difficult to manage. 

With regard to future planning – both the Liffey and Dodder studies will produce flood mapping which in turn will become part of the County Development Plan. The GDSDS and the Greater Dublin Regional Drainage Code of practice has recommendations with regard to development buffer distances from rivers and streams. 

Severe weather alerts are received by the Council in advance of severe weather, due to the localized nature of some downpours - a warning does not mean flooding will occur and also a lack of warning does not mean flooding will not occur. The weather alert allows crews to be informed that there is a possibility that an emergency response may be required.

It is impossible to eliminate flooding as there are many variables that cause it.  Pipes / Culverts sized appropriately a decade ago may not be capable of dealing with higher flows being experienced today as a result of more and longer high rainfall events, rainfall events occurring over a longer period with heavy saturation of existing areas also increases the possibility.   Bridges and culverts can be subject to blockages with debris from time to time. Experience has shown that even garden furniture or building material on the banks of a stream can be collected and cause blockages during rises in stream levels.  The drainage crews do carry out a daily screen cleaning rota and the frequency of this is increased during bad weather. SDCC has a programme in place that best manages the risk of flooding and can provide advice with regard to flood prevention and emergency services where flood has occurred. 

Bridge Inspections in SDCC
Bridges in South Dublin are divided into 2 categories, those on National Primary/ National Secondary routes and those on Non National Routes.

There are 62 bridges on NP/NS routes and the NRA is responsible for their maintenance. However SDCC get a yearly allocation to carry out a routine inspection on the bridges and to carry out routine works on them.

‘Principal inspections’ are carried out by NRA itself and any major works needed are carried out by the NRA.

The Non National bridges are maintained by SDCC.

In 2009, SDCC commissioned Roughan O’ Donovan structural engineers to survey all the Non National road bridges and set up a data base.

89 bridges in total were surveyed and their condition was rated from 0 to 5 (0 being new and 5 being critical.) and in the process rated each of the following components of each bridge.


·        Bridge surface


·        Footway/Median


·        Parapet/Safety Barrier


·        Wing walls/Spandrel walls/Retaining walls.


·        Abutments


·        Deck


·        Riverbed


·        Structure in general

SDCC has no Level 5 rated bridge, one Level 4 rated bridge (which is closed), and four bridges rated at Level 3.

Roads Dept. have carried out a visual inspection on these four Level 3 rated bridges in the last week and have also inspected Lucan, Firhouse, Oldbawn and Rathfarnham Bridges.

Early in 2010, SDCC intends to employ a structural engineer to carry out a ‘Principal inspection’ on all the bridges rated Level 3 and upwards to assess what if any remedial action is needed. As part of the assessment, all bridges carrying a high volume of traffic over large flows of water will be inspected including Lucan, Firhouse, Oldbawn and Rathfarnham Bridges.

Q10/1209
BROWN BINS
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to present a full report on the rolling out of the Brown Bin in South Dublin, including time scales on an area by area basis. Would the Manager also provide details of which associated facilities will be included with the Brown Bin, including for example the Kitchen Caddy as is already available in a neighbouring Local Authority?

REPLY:
The Brown Bin scheme has been under discussion with Unions for some time and while some operational issues have to be resolved plans are now being advanced for the introduction of the service as soon as is possible and subject to no unanticipated delays.  It is envisaged that the service will be fully rolled out to all Customers within the first quarter of 2010. This is essential to allow the Council to be compliant with national targets for the diversion of bio-degradable waste from landfill by the deadline date of July 2010.


Councillors will be advised of the roll out arrangements and service details in the 
coming weeks.

In accordance with the Third Schedule of the Council's Storage, Presentation and 
Collection of Household Waste Bye-Laws 2007 the following items can be put 
in the brown bin:

· Kitchen food scraps/fruit & vegetables 

· Meat, fish, poultry & bones 

· Tea bags, coffee grinds & paper filters 

· Breads, cakes & biscuits 

· Soups & sauces, eggs & dairy products 

· Out of date foods (cheese, yoghurt etc. â€“ no plastic packaging) 

· Paper napkins & paper towels 

· Food soiled in light cardboard or paper (no coated paper) 

· Grass clippings, leaves & plant trimmings (up to finger sized twigs) 

· Cut flowers, old plants, moss & weeds â€“ (no weed killer


The brown bin will accommodate waste that people would have placed in the Esker 
Green Facility.  It will also reduce further black bin presentation as residual waste 
decreases further.

Q11/1209
NAMA
QUESTION:  Councillor G. Kenny

To ask  the Manager to inform the members, how much lands, and real estate properties in the county will come under the framework of the new NAMA legislation?


REPLY:
If the question is adopted and approved by the Members, it will then be forwarded to NAMA seeking the required information. When a response is to hand, the information will then be forwarded to the Councillor.
Q12/1209
SOCIAL CREDITS
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the roll-out to date of the ‘Social Credits’ initiative and to advise on what proposals exist for the future development of this initiative on a county-wide basis?

REPLY:
The Council is developing an initiative which will enable community organisations, schools and businesses to avail of opportunities to earn credits for environmental and civic participation efforts which they can redeem against the use of facilities and services of the Council. .  

Many schools, community groups, households, businesses and individuals continuously strive to improve their environment by cleaning up, planting and maintaining places all around the County. The new Social Credit System will acknowledge and reward such groups and motivate others to get involved and take ownership of the County.   “Green Credits” will be awarded for environmentally sustainable actions carried out. Credits will be accumulated and then exchanged for a variety of rewards. Actions and points required for a variety of rewards will be listed in the Social Credit Catalogue. Some examples of actions will include a community  group keeping their area graffiti free, a business siting a bring bank on their premises, a school keeping their grounds litter free or household reducing their waste going to landfill. Rewards from the Council will include free swims; a free round of golf, use of a sound studio, a free WEEE collection for your area, your street could be awarded a litter free status or have trees planted in your area. 

The work is in the preparatory stage however it is intended to consult in advance of the initiative being finalised to ensure that the initiative will provide a response to some of the civic needs of the County

There is a consultation proposed for the Elected Members on 13th January (as part of the Corporate Plan consultation) and it is hoped to follow this with consultations with the business community as well as the community sector and the schools.  It is hoped to launch the initiative in the first quarter of 2010. 

Q13/1209
TAKING IN CHARGE
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the preparation of the proposed new ‘Taking-in Charge’ policy and to advise on when draft proposals are to be brought before the elected members?

REPLY:
The Draft TIC Policy has been developed over recent months with input from relevant staff in the Planning, Roads, Environmental Services and Parks Departments. 

While some parts of the policy are in effect statements of existing internal practices and processes relating to taking in charge, the process of reviewing same has enabled a streamlining of these practices. The main aim of the policy is to clearly outline the standards expected for development before the Council will take in charge development. It is intended that the policy will give greater clarity on these matters for both developers and technical staff of the Council and ultimately ensure that developments can be completed to a high standard and taken in charge more efficiently.

The policy also outlines the facilities to be taken in charge, measures to ensure satisfactory completion of development and various technical standards, codes and requirements for the proper completion of development and the services thereto.     

The document will be brought before the next available meeting of the Planning and Economic Development SPC for discussion and input from that group, before a final draft is brought before a subsequent Council meeting. 

Q14/1209
FOOTBALL CLUBS

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to the motion agreed at the November council meeting, to report on consultations with juvenile-only football clubs on the need to revisit the recent increase in pitch fees?

REPLY:

As agreed at the November meeting of the Council, a letter was issued to 29 clubs 
which were still in arrears as at the 11th November 2009, and the following is an 
extract from that letter. 

“Following representations and discussion with the elected Members and requests from some clubs involved, the Council has agreed to withdraw it’s letter of 30th October 2009 to allow an opportunity for discussions with Clubs on an individual basis, who have not to date paid, or made arrangements to pay, the fees for the current year.  In this regard I should be obliged if you would, within the next seven days, make contact with the Parks Administration Section telephone (01) 4149275, to make an appointment to submit your insurances for the year and to discuss and agree a payment plan for the outstanding fees.
It will be important that in addition to your insurance, you bring a detailed account (on a team by team basis) of all costs incurred and the future expected expenditure for each team for the current year.  This will allow a meaningful discussion and a mutual appreciation of our respective positions at the meeting”


Report on progress to date

4 clubs have paid in full


13 clubs have entered into arrangements with Council to pay their outstanding fees

4 clubs have genuine financial difficulties and the Council is working with these clubs towards a resolution. 


7 clubs have yet to contact the Council regarding their outstanding fees – further 
letters have issued


1 club is no longer using Council playing facilities.


From the exercise to date, it has become apparent that the main factors causing 
difficulty to the clubs are:


1                    Affiliation fees to relevant league


2                    Referee costs


3                    Insurance costs


4                    Lack of financial assistance from governing bodies


5                    Requirements re coaching courses, Health & Safety issues, ongoing 


upkeep and maintenance of kit / equipment


The pitch allocation fees received to date is now 83% of the anticipated income for 
the 2009/2010 season.

Q15/1209
IEZ

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a further update on the 'Intellectual Enterprise Zone' initiative, including details of the number of participants  to date, categorised by professional discipline; and to any advise on proposals to extend the initiative including establishment of ‘hot-desk’ facilities in other parts of the county?

REPLY:
It is proposed to set up a network of intellectual enterprise zones throughout the county where individuals can use the space on a ‘time share basis’ to run and operate their business and where persons on the live register can develop added value skills.  In tandem with the physical space it is proposed to develop a virtual business campus or intellectual enterprise zones with a view to creating new business opportunities.  
This space will also afford participants to engage in a community of practice and network with like minded individuals.  The web presence is an interactive space where participants in the programme can feedback their observations, ask questions, register for various training programmes, interact with colleagues and book 
time/space in the Intellectual Enterprise Zone work space.

The physical zones will be clustered at key locations throughout the County, namely in town centre locations with access to public infrastructure such as the LUAS.  The zones will initially be located in public buildings such as County Hall, Tallaght and the Civic Centre in Clondalkin and other community facilities throughout the County.

 Number of participants -
To date there are over 120 participants involved in the initiative.  These individuals have registered on the Intellectual Enterprise Zones website (www.iez.ie) and have full access secure areas such as the forum and office space booking system.  When the final mailshot to potential (2,500), participants is completed this week, we expect this number to rise to 150.


 Training update -
A dedicated ‘Start Your Own Business’ course was arranged for IEZ participants with our partners FÁS. Interest in the training course was very high and the course quickly became oversubscribed. Feedback from members attending the course has been very positive and it is hoped that an additional dedicated course will be run early in the New Year.  Business-related seminars are also being offered and are be hosted by our partner, the Synergy centre in the IT Tallaght.


One to one and group meetings are ongoing with the partcipants to monitor 
progress.


An interagency steering group has been established whivh will meet on a monthly 
basis to ensure best use of the resouces available from each agency.


 The breakdown of participants is as follows –

IT professionals – 20%


Financial professionals – 18%


Construction professionals – 15%


Company Owner\Director – 10%


Advertising\Sales\Marketing professionals – 6%


Consultants (various) – 5%


Art\Drama professionals – 5%


Teachers – 5%


Customer Service managers – 4%


Health Care professionals – 2%


Print professionals – 2%


Others – 8%

 
Additional office facilities -
Most of the participant activity to date has been web based and the usage of the physical space and associated facilities by participants has been somewhat limited to date. This use will continue to be monitored to establish the need for, and best use of, additional/similar facilities as part of the roll out of the project to other areas/cohorts. 

Q16/1209
PUBLIC REALM
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide details of the ongoing public realm inspections currently being conducted by council staff, including details of how these inspections operate, what areas of the county have been inspected to date and what general actions are proposed in response to the findings of these inspections?


REPLY:
A  Public Realm  Steering Group at senior management level has been established with the overall objective to secure the effective and efficient management the public realm – housing areas, parks, roads and village and town centres.  The Parks Department will work with other council Departments and external bodies to ensure existing resources will be optimised in the maintenance and management of these areas through co-ordinated and co-operative working by frontline service departments.

The way in which the post Halloween bonfire clean up programme is being managed across the county demonstrates  co-ordinated and co-operative working by frontline service  departments with  staff resources,   plant and machinery being shared to ensure the efficient effective and economic delivery of this works programme. 

Q17/1209
SUSTAINABLE URBAN DRAINAGE
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to outline in detail this council’s policy on Sustainable Urban Drainage (SuDS) and to report on any measures being pursued to better educate and advise prospective planning applicants on SuDS requirements, such as the draft point-based system for selection of appropriate SuDS measures currently being developed by Dublin City Council for incorporation in their next development plan?

REPLY:

The Council’s policy on Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) is included in the Draft County Development Plan 2010 – 2016.


SuDS measures are outlined in the policy documents: Environmental Management, Climate Change and New Development which are part of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study and are available online.


As part of pre-planning consultations the Council would direct prospective planning applicants to other web sites such as IrishSuDs.com and the Office of Public Works web site which contain valuable information on SuDS measures.


The Council is aware of the City Council’s draft point-based system for selection of appropriate SuDS but this is still a working document. If and when such a system is successfully implemented then this Council may decide to adopt a similar system.


Information on SuDS is available for developers on the SDCC Internet site at the following location


http://environment.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_content&tas
k=view&id=412&Itemid=318 

Q18/1209
NEW SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager how many new social housing units are anticipated to be provided in South Dublin in 2010 through (a) direct provision by the local authority, through (b) an approved housing body or (c) through RAS, and what the size, location and type of these units will be?

REPLY:
The following is a breakdown per area and location the numbers of Social (58 units) and Voluntary housing (221) units anticipated to be provided in 
2010.


A) SOCIAL
	SCHEME
	Number + Breakdown of Units
	Anticipated Completion Date

	TALLAGHT 
	 
	 

	Fortunestown B Phase 1
	4 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)
	1st Quarter 2010 

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	20 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person) 4 x 2 Bed –  1 Storey (3 Person) - 1 Complete 1 x 3 Bed –  1 Storey (3 Person) (Spec Adapt) -Complete 1 x 2 Bed –  2 Storey (3 Person) 1 x 4 Bed –  2 Storey (5 Person) (Spec Adapt) 4 x 2 Bed –  Apartments (3 Person) Total Remaining = 29
	2 units complete 09 1st Quarter 2010

	Avonbeg Phase 4
	1 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey house (4 Person) - (Specially Adapt) 2 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey house (6 Person) 2 x 2 Bed – GF/FF Duplex Apt (4 Person) 2 x 1 Bed – 2nd Floor Apt (2 Person) Total = 7
	1st Quarter 2010

	LUCAN / CLONDALKIN
	 
	 

	Harelawn Phase 2
	6 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (4 Person) 3 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person) 1 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person) (possible spec adapted) 2 x 3 Bed – 1.5 Storey (5 Person) (Specially Adapted) 3 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey G F apt (3 Person)  3 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey 1st floor apt (5 Person) Total = 18
	2nd Quarter 2010  



B) VOLUNTARY
	TALLAGHT -Voluntary
	 
	 

	Greenhills Road Part V
	5 x 1 bed Apartments 3 x 2 beds Apartments Total = 8
	1st Quarter 2010

	Springfield Respond
	15 x 3 bed apartment 48 x 2 bed apartment 106 x 1 bed apartment 12 x Group Houses 9 x Short term Housing Total =190
	3rd Quarter 2010

	TERENURE / RATHFARNHAM 
	 
	 

	College Drive (Part V -  FOLD)
	21 x 1 Bed Apartments 2 x 2 Bed  Total =23
	1st Quarter 2010



C.  RAS
 The target number of cases for transfer to the Rental Accommodation   Scheme during 2010 will likely be set at approximately 400 for South  Dublin County Council.  The property types will continue to be a mix of apartments, duplex units and houses and they will be located across the county.

The Council will also be driving the new Social Leasing Initiative for the procurement of social housing. It is not possible to give an estimate of the number of units that will be procured under this programme as it is dependant on the response of owners. It is considered that the outcome of the NAMA process may also have a bearing on this initiative.
Q19/1209
FLOODING
QUESTION:  Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager to identify the areas of this county that are subject to serious flooding and to state in the reply what contingency plans this Council have to prevent such flooding and to deal with it when it happens?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council area has had relatively little flooding as a result of the recent bad weather.  There was some minor flooding on Tubber Lane, Lucan, in the Kishogue/Lynch’s Lane area and also in the Tallaght area near Raheen Estate, but there was no flooding of property from our major rivers, the Liffey and Dodder, or from their main tributaries, the Tallaght, The Whitechurch, the Owendoher, the Camac, The Griffeen etc.  A study of flood risks on the Dodder and it’s main tributaries has been carried out by the OPW, their consultants and the three local authorities along its length, and preliminary flood maps for 10, 100 and 1,000 year storms have been produced showing that very few properties in the South Dublin County Council area are at risk from flooding.  Public information days on this study will be held soon.

A similar CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study) for the Liffey and it’s main tributaries will be funded by the OPW.  The Liffey’s main tributaries in the South Dublin County Council area will be the Poddle, the Camac and the Griffeen.  10, 100 and 1,000 year storm risk maps will also be provided for the Liffey and it’s main tributaries from this study.

Meanwhile, South Dublin County Council  crews are on standby to deal with any flooding incidents that may arise and the Council will also call on our sister Council's (Dublin City Council, Kildare County Council, Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council) for additional staff if the need arises under the Major Emergency Plan.

Q20/1209
GANTRIES AND ROADMARKINGS

QUESTION:  Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the effectiveness and accuracy of the new signage, including Gantries and road markings, on the M50, to state if it is conducive to safe driving and to include in the report the number of complaints (if any) made to this County in relation to the signage especially as it relates to exits and the positioning of lanes/vehicles who wish to exit this motorway and what action (if any) this Council have taken on foot of such complaints/observations?


REPLY:
The gantries and road marking are required to be in conformity with the Road Signs Manual. These are put in place to ensure that accurate information relating to destination and direction is provided in a timely fashion to motorists so that they employ proper lane discipline at the appropriate time.  Following discussion with the NRA some of the signs have yet to finalised and require some alteration, both in location and information provided. These are being addressed by the NRA through the relevant contractor and will be completed as soon as possible.

Q21/1209 
ROUNDABOUTS

QUESTON:  Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager when action will be taken on my previous motion passed by this Council (and agreed by the Director of Traffic at the time as a practical idea) to have the main roundabouts of the County individually identified (by giving them a distinctive name) to help traffic traverse the County and that the names of Local Town lands, Irish Trees and Grasses be used in naming the roundabouts?

REPLY:

This matter was brought to the Transportation SPC in February 2009 and a pilot scheme was agreed in relation to the naming of roundabouts at certain high profile junctions. The report of the committee was agreed at the County Council meeting  on 9th March 2009. It is hoped to commence the pilot project in 2010, however the roll out of the project must be considered in the context of available resources and other projects planned for the county.  

Q22/1209
HOMELESSNESS

QUESTION:  Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the work of this Council to date in addressing Homelessness and to include in the answer how this County plans to meet the National Objectives in alleviating this very human and pressing issue?


REPLY: 

For 2009 South Dublin County Council has provided accommodation to 29 
homeless applicants with a further 5 being awarded priority and will be 
accommodated shortly.  There are, at present, 61 applicants on the Council's 
Homeless Register, of those 41 are in Transitional Housing, 19 are in hostel/B&B 
accommodation and 1 is from hospital.

The vision contained in the Homeless Agency's Action Plan 2007-2010 is the ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the 
end of 2010.This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:


-The prevention of homelessness.


-The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local 


authority areas.


-The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate supports as 
required.


In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless 
Strategy, Pathway to   
Home, 
from the 1st April 2010 
the Homeless Persons Unit which is located in the 
City Centre and provides an assessment and placement service to the 4 Dublin 
Authorities on 
an agency basis will be disbanded.  From that date on all who are 
presenting as homeless will have to call to the relevant Council and will be 
assessed and placed by that Council.    South Dublin County Council has begun the 
process  of establishing a unit to specifically address the needs 
of homeless persons who present from that date.

While it is the intention that all emergency accommodation for homeless persons should be in their own County it is recognised that this is not possible in the short term and the existing emergency accommodation in use will continue for some time to allow an orderly withdrawal from it and its replacement in the other Counties. 


It is also the aim to ensue that emergency accommodation is returned to its 
original Intention of being short term support for homeless and to this end to move 
all persons homed in such accommodation into mainstream housing within 6 
months.  To enable this the DOEHLG have provided 2 targeted schemes to 
address the long term housing needs of people progressing from emergency to 
independent living.  These schemes are known as Support to Live 
Independently (SLI) and Homeless RAS 
initiative.

Both of these schemes envisage the procurement of accommodation largely in the private sector on a long term basis.  In the case of SLI accommodation with low to medium supports will be provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general support service which the DOEHLG and Homeless Agency are in the process of procuring.  RAS option will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.   Tenants allocated housing under the schemes will be required to pay a rent based on the Differential Rent Scheme.


The DOEHLG have indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the 
proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation which is currently being used as 
mainstream housing.  

The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities sets out these the  for eligibility for housing based on homeless priority. It is not envisaged that these criteria will need to be amended at this time.  The receipt of applications for housing accommodation as significantly increased in 2009 and in line with current practice those applying for housing on the grounds of homelessness are placed on the Homeless Register for priority housing. They are not included on the Housing List as well.  

The Council is fully committed to implementation of the Homeless Strategy and will continue to develop the provision of local responses to meet the needs of  homeless applicants within the Council's administrative area and is setting 
up a dedicated team from within existing resources.

This matter is on the agenda of the next Housing SPC meeting with a presentation by the Homeless Agency.

Q23/1209
FLOODING

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will provide a report outlining all measures implemented by this Council, throughout the county, since January 2001 to prevent flooding, such as the flood prevention works on the Griffeen River in Lucan, and if an evaluation of the effectiveness of the works carried out has been done?


REPLY:
The Liffey Catchment
Two meetings of the LIFFEY Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study Steering Group have been held to date. 

The main stakeholders attending the steering group meeting include officials from South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council, Wicklow County Council, Dublin City Council, Office of Public Works and ESB. The OPW are currently carrying out cross sectional surveys of the Liffey and its tributaries.

Summary of Regional Liffey Flood Event of 29/11/09
Most of the Liffey River is controlled by the ESB through its dams at Pollaphuca and Leixlip with the quantity of water per second released through the tailraces regulated by the ESB. The ESB works very closely with Met Eireann and releases extra water in advance of heavy rainfall being forecast so that they have additional storage space at the dams to impound this water and they then release this water after the event thus avoiding property and land downstream of the dams being flooded. There is height storage capacity in the Blessington Lakes and to lesser extent at Leixlip. The ESB also works very closely with Dublin City Council (DCC) as part of the Liffey at its estuary is tidal. DCC had an innovative tidal surge early warning system installed some years ago as part of the Dublin Flood Initiative which was funded by DCC/OPW/EU Interreg. This sophisticated tide surge forecasting is accurate to + or -50mm.

Over the weekend, 21st/22nd November 2009, during the high of the rainfall contolled releases of 70 tonnes per second in pulsed 7 hour bursts were released from Leixlip dam to tie in to the tides in Dublin Bay. Over the weekend, 29th of November 2009, these releases had to be increased to 116 tonnes a second resulting in some flooding of the Strawberry Beds Road near Lucan in the Fingal County Council’s area but no flooding in Lucan Village.

A greater risk of flooding from the Liffey river in Lucan comes from the unregulated Rye Water Stream flowing through Leixlip Village downstream of the dam into the Liffey. During heavy rainfall it is possible to have a greater volume of water coming down the Rye Water than through the regulated dam on the Liffey at Leixlip. It is planned that the OPW will put weirs and gauges on the Rye Water shortly and this information can be relayed back to the ESB so that the Liffey flows can be regulated even more closely.

 Since the flooding of Lucan Village and some of its suburbs, Old Forge and Grange Manor Estates, on the 5th and 6th of November 2000 by the Griffeen Stream major flood alleviation works were undertaken by SDCC in Lucan Village and through Griffeen Valley Park right up to the Grand Canal including widening and deepening the river channel, installing new culvert and bridges and lowering weirs and raising walls. This work was completed in 2004 and since then there has been no flooding in the Lucan area from the Griffeen Stream.

All Local Authorities along the Liffey, Kildare, SDCC, Fingal and Dublin City Council plus the Office of PublicWorks (OPW) work closely with the ESB with regard to regulating the flows in the Liffey and if there was a problem which required the deliberate discharge of additional water from either Pollaphuca or Leixlip dams the Local Authorities would be informed in advance so that Public Representatives, residents and businesses could be warned and advised as to the best course of action to undertake and what assistance was available and where. Sandbags would also be issued to potential vulnerable areas.  

During the high rainfall event of 29/11/09, which impacted on the whole of the Liffey Catchment, communication was ongoing throughout the day between South Dublin County Council’s flood management team and the other Liffey CFRAMS stakeholders. The steering group will use the experience gained from this event to inform the ongoing Liffey Study.

 Lucan has been identified as an Area of Potential Significant Risk (ASPR) for additional focus. Nearest other ASPRs are Leixlip in Kildare and Chapelizod in Dublin City. Dublin City Council are proposing a new weir at Lucan for flow measurement. The Camac, Poddle and Griffeen are part of this overall study. 

 The Dodder Catchment
In late 2005/early 2006 the three local authorities in whose functional areas the river Dodder flows i.e. South Dublin County Council (SDCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council(DLRCC) and Dublin City Council (DCC) agreed that a study of the river would be commissioned in order to provide a comprehensive report on the Flood Risk Assessment and Management of the river. The Office of Public Works (OPW) is funding the study as it forms part of the national Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Studies (CFRAMS). Dublin City Council is the Contracting Authority on behalf of the three local authorities.  Following the public tendering procedure in early 2006 Dublin City Council appointed consultants/service providers, R.P.S., to carry out the Risk Assessment and Management Report. The major stakeholders, DCC, OPW, SDCC, DLRCC and RPS meet at Steering Group level every three months to review the progress of the contract.  The final plan will require the agreement of all three Councils and the OPW.

The core purpose of this study was to assess the spatial extent and degree of flood hazard and risk within the Dodder catchment, to examine future pressures that could impact on that risk, and to develop a long-term strategy for managing the risk that is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.

The Report will include measures for the development of a robust model representing the hydrological and hydraulic characteristics of the River Dodder catchment, such a model will provide for the mapping of the flood risk.  Using model output the technical and economic merit of various options for flood management, taking account of current and future land developments, will be presented within the report.

To achieve this aim the following study objectives have been identified:

· Review of land usage and planning requirements 

· Capture and analysis of all data including existing models 

· Surveying the catchment and river estuary 

· Hydrological analysis 

· Hydraulic analysis including development of a hydraulic model 

· Environmental assessment 

· Risk assessment 

· Development of flood risk management options 

· Preparation of a catchment flood risk management plan including a river    
maintenance programme 

· Provide deliverables which meet the above aims and goals 

· Effective management of the study

The main tributaries of the Dodder River are included in the above Risk Assessment and Management Report viz. the Whitechurch, Owendoher and the Tallaght streams.

In June 2008, the consultants issued a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) scoping report on the River Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan.  This Report is available to download on the Dublin City Council website: www.dublincity.ie/waterwasteenvironment/pages/riverdoddercatchmentfloodriskassessmentmanagementstudy.aspx  Comments can be sent to the above website or doddersea@rpsgroup.com
The final SEA statement will:

· Outline the option or combination of options selected for taking into the statutory planning process; 

· Outline the reasons for selection; 

· Outline how environmental considerations have been taken into account in the selection process; and 

· Outline monitoring measures to be implemented

Further plans for the Dodder River Risk Assessment and Management Strategy include public information days on the flood risk management, a draft CFRAMS and Environmental Report consultation and a final Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) statement.

R.P.S., were also asked to produce an interim modelling report on the Whitechurch River, a tributary of the Dodder, as a result of serious flooding experienced  in the catchment on 22 June 2007. The  Whitechurch River Interim Modelling Report issued from R.P.S. in July, 2008 with recommendations on reducing the flood risks along the Whitechurch River. Following the publication of the report, South Dublin County Council in conjunction with Whitechurch National School completed an emergency culvert upgrade on the Whitechurch Stream at the entrance to the school to prevent further flooding and property damage in the area. The cost of these work was approx. €150,000.

Floods Directive
Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of flood risks entered into force on 26 November 2007. This Directive now requires Member States to assess if all water courses and coast lines are at risk from flooding, to map the flood extent and assets and humans at risk in these areas and to take adequate and coordinated measures to reduce this flood risk.  This Directive also reinforces the rights of the public to access this information and to have a say in the planning process.

The Directive was proposed by the European Commission on 18/01/2006, and was finally published in the Official Journal on 6 November 2007. Its aim is to reduce and manage the risks that floods pose to human health, the environment, cultural heritage and economic activity. The Directive requires Member States to first carry out a preliminary assessment by 2011 to identify the river basins and associated coastal areas at risk of flooding. For such zones they would then need to draw up flood risk maps by 2013 and establish flood risk management plans focused on prevention, protection and preparedness by 2015. The Directive applies to inland waters as well as all coastal waters across the whole territory of the EU. 

The Directive is carried out in coordination with the Water Framework Directive, notably by flood risk management plans and river basin management plans being coordinated, and through coordination of the public participation procedures in the preparation of these plans. All assessments, maps and plans prepared shall be made available to the public.

Member States shall furthermore coordinate their flood risk management practices in shared river basins, including with third counties, and shall in solidarity not undertake measures that would increase the flood risk in neighbouring countries. Member States shall take into consideration long term developments, including climate change, as well as sustainable land use practices in the flood risk management cycle addressed in this Directive.”

Draft Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines
The Ministers published new Draft Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Public Consultation in September which are aimed at ensuring a more consistent, rigorous and systematic approach to fully incorporate flood risk assessment and management into the planning system.

The implementation and coordination of WFD policies and Flood Risk policies is ongoing

The following works have been undertaken by the Council in recent years.  South Dublin has had relatively little flooding considering the level of rainfall since these works have taken place.  The Council continues to monitor specific areas where any vulnerability might be identified. 

Largescale Works
Griffeen Flood Alleviation Scheme
Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme Phase 1 – Corkaigh Park
Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme Phase 2 – Clondalkin Park
Whitechurch School Culvert Replacement
Whitehall Road Drainage separation scheme and Tymon Weir / Attenuation
Tobermaclugg / Adamstown Scheme
Minor Works
Robinhood minor works and stream overflow
Cappagh surfacewater scheme
Ballycullen piped stream maintenance
Kilmahuddrick Stream widening and clearing
 
Reports
Dodder CFRAM (incl report on Whitechurch Stream Flooding)
Liffey CFRAM
Report on Robinhood Stream
 Where works have been carried out, there has been no reoccurrence of flooding. 

Q24/1209
FLOODING

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will make a report on any interaction between the Council and the Office of Public Works since July 2007 relating to the appointment by the Government of the "office of Public Works as the lead agency to implement flooding policy in Ireland", and if the OPW has contacted the Council in regard to " developing a strategy to manage flood risk in conjunction with other relevant agencies" as set out on page 45 of the Government's National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012, published in 2007?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council is represented on both the Liffey and Dodder Flood Risk Studies which are in the process of mapping the County in accordance with the Floods Directive – thus identifying areas at risk of flooding. The Office of Public Works is one of the lead authorities on the steering group. 

Two meetings of the LIFFEY Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study Steering Group have been held to date. The main stakeholders attending the steering group meeting include officials from Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council, Wicklow County Council, Dublin City Council, OPW and ESB. 

In late 2005/early 2006 the three local authorities in whose functional areas the river Dodder flows i.e. South Dublin County Council (SDCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRCC) and Dublin City Council (DCC) agreed that a study of the river would be commissioned in order to provide a comprehensive report on the Flood Risk Assessment and Management of the river. The Office of Public Works (OPW) is funding the study as it forms part of the national Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Studies (CFRAMS). Dublin City Council is the Contracting Authority on behalf of the three local authorities.  Following the public tendering procedure in early 2006 Dublin City Council appointed consultants/service providers, R.P.S., to carry out the Risk Assessment and Management Report. The major stakeholders, DCC, OPW, SDCC, DLRCC and RPS meet at Steering Group level every three months to review the progress of the contract.  The final plan will require the agreement of all three Councils and the OPW.

Q25/1209
WATER DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make a report on works undertaken by the Council on an ongoing basis to clear out the surface water drainage systems in the county, such as the clearing work done in and around Lucan village in August 2008.

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council advises riparian* (*meaning situated along or near the bank of a river or stream) landowners / occupiers of the risk of flooding associated with watercourses in the County. 

The Drainage Maintenance & Operations Section of South Dublin County Council operates a stream / river cleaning programme on a yearly basis. Debris, overgrowth and blockages are removed from sensitive public sections of the various rivers and streams. In addition, fly tipping, illegal dumping and fallen trees are removed from public watercourses on an ongoing basis. Similarly public rivers / stream screens are continually maintained. 

Emergency Situations 
Notwithstanding the ongoing maintenance work outlined above, South Dublin does experience significant flood events. The County has significant watercourses and in the context of abnormal weather events, flooding could be experienced in the vicinity of any one of those watercourses.

Private Riparian Lands
The Drainage Maintenance and Operations Section is actively assessing methods of ensuring riparian owners take responsibility for sections of watercourses in their private 
ownership. South Dublin County Council is in a position to advise such landowners of their responsibilities. Works that may be required, on an ongoing basis, or in an emergency scenario where the risk of flooding is deemed to be high, includes, but is not limited to, dredging of river bed, widening of watercourse, removal of overgrowth, erection of banks and laying of pipes and maintaining culverts and overpasses. 

Advice to Riparian Landowners / Occupier.
Owners and occupiers of riparian lands (lands adjacent to a river or stream) are advised that they should be prepared for any flood eventuality. The Office of Public Works (OPW) have prepared a document called “flooding, plan, prepare protect” which can be viewed on www.flooding.ie. This document outlines how to assess a flood risk and prepare for a flood. It also deals with insurance, livestock and pets, restoration of gardens and how to create a flood plan. Riparian landowners / occupiers are advised to consult this guidance.

South Dublin County Council also advises that ongoing maintenance of a private watercourse is essential in limiting the risk of flooding to property. Ongoing removal of excess growth, bulky items and rubbish are very important. In addition is it  important that garden furniture is not placed in close proximity to a watercourse. The greatest risk of flooding is caused by debris being picked up from the banks of rivers and streams causing culvert or bridge blockages further downstream.

 Legal Position
South Dublin County Council can and will, when and where it is deemed necessary, use its powers under legislation where it identifies that a private stretch of river presents an unacceptable risk of flooding. Under the Local Authority (Works) Act 1949 where a Local Authority is of the opinion that ---


(a)   any land in their functional area…….


(b)   any permanent construction in their functional area …..

has sustained or is likely to sustain damage from flooding, landslide subsidence or other similar occurrence and that it is in the public interest to afford relief or protection from the damage, the local authority may execute such works as they consider reasonable for the purposes of affording such relief or protection

 In addition, under the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 Local Authorities have specific powers in relation to the carrying out of works to prevent a place from becoming or potentially presenting as a dangerous place / structure. There are however specific requirements in relation to allocation of costs, recouping of costs, offences and notice to landowners regarding carrying out of works. In such cases the Council will endeavour to recover all costs associated with entering onto private lands.

 Ongoing maintenance is essential. However, pollution must not be caused in the carrying out of river maintenance. The requirements of the OPW and the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board (ERFB) must also be adhered to.

 The Council also operates a 24hr on-call service to cater for flood emergencies. Two types of flooding can occur, related to (a) rivers, streams and drainage and (b) roads runoff. The issue with regard to rivers and stream is described above, but it should be noted that the roads section to also carry out emergency work with regard to flooded road networks and the cleansing section provides a gulley cleaning service. 

 The drainage maintenance section has carried out significant surface water drainage system maintenance work and recent works including clearing of the piped Ballycullen Stream through Castlefield and Glenvara, and provision of flood alleviation works on the Poddle at Tymon and at Cappagh, flood alleviation works at Whitehall Road and replacement of the undersized culvert at Whitechurch School.

Q26/1209 
FLOOD RELIEF MAINTENANCE

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manger if any funding has been provided to the Council since 2007 to carry out works on the county's rivers, including the Liffey, Dodder, Camac and Griffeen, to reduce the risks of the rivers causing flooding, and if he will make a statement?


REPLY:
Minor ongoing flood relief maintenance work is funded through the Drainage Maintenance Budget. The drainage maintenance section has carried out significant surface water drainage system maintenance work and recent works include clearing of the piped Ballycullen Stream through Castlefield and Glenvara, provision of flood alleviation works on the Poddle at Tymon and at Cappagh, and provision of an overflow pipe on the Robinhood Stream.

The ongoing Flood studies detailed above are funded by the Office of Public Works. The OPW may also be in a position to provide funding for alleviation works where high risks are identified.

The Whitechurch School Culvert works were completed in Autumn 2009 and joint funded between SDCC and the Department of Education / Whitechurch School

The Whitehall Road works were completed in early 2009 and funded jointly between the Roads Department and the Drainage Department through levies.

Q27/1209
DUBLIN BUS

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council requests the Manager to write to Dublin Bus to strongly recommend that the provision of new routes to provide public transport connections between Tallaght, and the major public service centres located there, including Tallaght Hospital, IT Tallaght, Count Hall, the Civic Theatre, RED RUA, and Tallaght Stadium and the main population centres in the county including Lucan and Clondalkin, be prioritized by Dublin Bus in its current Network Review.


REPLY:
If the question is approved a letter with recommendations as outlined above will issue to Dublin Bus and a copy of the reply will, when received, be circulated. 



DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

H7a/1209
Haydens Park (part of), Tullyhall Distributor Road (part of) and Tullyhall Estate, Lucan

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

“Thefollowing report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee `Meeting of 17th November, 2009.

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Haydens Park (part of), Tullyhall Distributor Road (part of) and Tullyhall Estate, Lucan 

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.


No objections were received.  


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads. 

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.” 

It was proposed by Councillor R Dowds, seconded by Councillor C Jones and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Hayden’s Park (part of), Tullyhall Distributor Road (part of) and Tullyhall Estate, Lucan as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:- 


“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.” 

SCHEDULE FOR:  


Haydens Park (Part of), Tullyhall Distributor Road (Part of), and Tullyhall Estate (Part of).  

 
ELECTORAL AREA:  Lucan/Esker   

	TOWNLAND:
	Esker South and Kishoge
	B.C. NO:
	1320

	ELECTORAL DIVISION
	Lucan
	DATE:
	September 2009


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Haydens Park Dale
	138m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Haydens Park Avenue, southward to house no. 17. Also from a point opposite house no. 13, westward to house no. 16.

	Haydens Park Way
	127m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Haydens Park Grove, southward to a point opposite house no. 7, then eastward to house no. 13. Also from a point opposite house no. 7, westward to house no. 2.  

	Haydens Park Glade
	127m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Haydens Park Grove, southward to a point opposite house no. 9, then eastward to house no. 16. Also from a point opposite house no. 9, westward to house no. 4.

	Tullyhall Distributor Road (Part of)
	212m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Tullyhall Avenue and Tullyhall Drive., northward towards Haydens Park Drive.  

	Tullyhall Drive
	212m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Tullyhall Avenue, eastward, and then southward to include turning bay area at the side of house no. 18. Also from its junction at a point opposite house no. 19 eastwards to house no. 25.

	Tullyhall Park
	179m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Tullyhall Drive, southward to a point opposite house no. 10, then eastward to house no. 7. Also from a point opposite house no. 10, westward to a point opposite house no. 20, then southward to house no. 17. Also from a point opposite house no. 20, northward to house no. 21.

	Tullyhall Rise
	124m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Tullyhall Drive, eastward to house no. 14.            

	Tullyhall Crescent
	146m
	Carriageway and associated Grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Tullyhall Rise, northward to a point opposite house no. 10, then westward to house no.7. Also from a point opposite house no. 10, eastward to house no. 17.


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
H7b/1209
Broadfield Manor (phase 1) Rathcoole

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

The following report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting of 1st December, 2009. 

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Broadfield Manor (Phase 1), Rathcoole  
as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads. 

No objections were received.  

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads. 

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.” 

It was proposed by Councillor R Dowds, seconded by Councillor W Lavelle and AGREED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Broadfield Manor (Phase 1), Rathcoole as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:- 

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.” 

SCHEDULE FOR:   Broadfield Manor (Phase 1)
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:  Clondalkin
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Tootenhill
	B.C. NO:
	1363

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Rathcoole
	DATE:
	October 2009


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Broadfield Avenue
	439m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Johnstown Road, northwestward, then northeastward to its junction with Broadfield Heath.

	Broadfield View
	135m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Broadfield Avenue, northwestward, then northeastward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 16. 

	Broadfield Park
	59m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Broadfield Avenue, northwestward to its junction with Broadfield Meadows.

	Broadfield Meadows
	129m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Broadfield Heath, southwestward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 40.

	Broadfield Heath
	152m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Broadfield Avenue, at a point opposite house no. 7, southeastward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 1. Also including that part from its junction with Broadfield Avenue, at a point opposite house no. 7, northwestward to its junction with Broadfield Close and Broadfield Court.

	Broadfield Close
	139m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Broadfield Court and Broadfield Heath, southwestward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 43.

	Broadfield Court
	190m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths. From its junction with Broadfield Close and Broadfield Heath, northeastward then southeastward to the end of its turning bay at house no.33.


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
H8a/1209
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8b/1209
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 223    BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT D24
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Austin Scanlon and Jenette Collins to whom the site has been leased  under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Austin Scanlon and Jenette Collins have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	223Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin, 24.  
	Austin Scanlon and Jenette Collins  
	10-03-75
	Siobhan O’Dea  
	€379.00



J.Horan


_____________________


County Manager

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Austin Scanlon and Jenette Collins to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
H8c/1209 
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 256 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT D24

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mrs. Maura Bennett the Legal Personal Representative of Percy Bennett to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mrs. Maura Bennett the Legal Personal Representative of Percy Bennett has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	256 Balrothery Estate Tallaght Dublin, 24.  
	Maura Bennett The Legal Personal Representative of Percy Bennett.   
	23-08-73
	Siobhan O’Dea 
	€379.00



J.Horan


_____________________


County Manager

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Mrs. Maura Bennett the Legal Personal Representative of Percy Bennett to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
H8d/1209
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 55 ASHWOOD ROAD CLONDALKIN D22 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to James and Caroline Bergin  to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. James and Caroline Bergin  have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	55 Ashwood Road, Clondalkin, Dublin, 22.  
	James and Caroline Bergin 
	27-04-77
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan  
	€379.00



J.Horan


_____________________


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to James and Caroline Bergin to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
H8e/1209
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 52 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT D24

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Patrick and Bernadette Hallahan to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Patrick and Bernadette Hallahan have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	52 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght , Dublin, 24.  
	Patrick and  Bernadette  Hallahan  
	22-08-73
	Siobhan O’Dea
	€379.00



J.Horan


_____________________


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Patrick and Bernadette Hallahan to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”

H8f/1209
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 4 ASHWOOD LAWNS CLONDALKIN D22

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Patrick and Margaret Brady  to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Patrick and Margaret Brady  have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	4 Ashwood Lawns , Clondalkin Dublin, 22.  
	Patrick Brady Margaret Brady  
	11-01-78
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan  
	€379.00


J.Horan 

_____________________

County Manager
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Patrick and Margaret Brady to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. 
H8g/1209 
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 35 LIMEKILN AVENUE WALKINSTOWN D12

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Paul Murray to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. Paul Murray has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	35 Limekiln Avenue  Walkisntown Dublin,12.  
	Mr Paul Murray     
	21-09-73
	Una O’Callaghan  
	€379.00


J.Horan

_____________________

County Manager

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Mr. Paul Murray to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
H8h/1209 
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST OF FORMER LOCAL AUTHORITY DWELLINGS

The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social and Community Development and was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.


86 Castle Park, Tallaght
Bernadette Gilligan

€111.74


17 Castle Park, Tallaght
Joseph & Janette Kavanagh
€111.7


5 Avonbeg Park, Tallaght
Eoghan O’Neill

€41.30

35 Castle Park, Tallaght
Leo & Pauline Murray
€1”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interests in accordance with the terms outlined in the foregoing report.”

H9a/1209 
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 – 2008 AND THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS 2001 – 2008: TO CONSTRUCT A NEW BRIDGE ON THE GRAND CANAL AT LYNCHES LANE, ALL ON LANDS IN THE TOWNLAND OF GRANGE. THE WORKS WILL FORM PART OF A PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ROUTE BETWEEN THE GRAND CANAL, ADAMSTOWN AND GRIFFEEN AVENUE
H9b/1209
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 – 2008 AND THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2008: TO PROVIDE CYCLE LANES, CCTV AND PUBLIC LIGHTING ALONG SECTIONS OF A PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ROUTE BETWEEN THE GRAND CANAL, ADAMSTOWN AND GRIFFEEN AVENUE, ALL ON LANDS IN THE TOWNLANDS OF GRANGE, ADAMSTOWN, FINNSTOWN AND ESKER SOUTH
The following reports which had been circulated were presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning and were CONSIDERED:

The following report was noted at the Lucan/Clondalkin area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 1st December, 2009. 
H9a/1209
“REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION pROCEDURE UNDER PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT Acts, 2000 -2008 AND Part 8 of THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2008 FOR THE PROPOSAL To Construct a new bridge on the grand canal at lynches lane, all on lands in the townland of grange. The works will form part of a proposed pedestrian and cycle route between the grand canal, adamstown and griffeen avenue. 


tHE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT COMPRISES:

(a) Construction of a bridge on the Grand Canal. This bridge will comprise either an openable bridge at Canal level, subject to agreement with the appropriate authorities or a bridge set above Canal level (particulars of both bridges shown); and

(b) All associated works and modifications to existing landscaping and services. 


Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Times on Saturday 26th September 2009 in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. Plans and particulars of the proposed works were displayed in the Council’s offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin and at Lucan Library from 28th September to 9th November 2009. The closing date for receipt of submissions and observations dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area was 5 p.m. on 23rd November 2009. 


Eight submissions were received as follows:

1. Department of Transport

2. Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

3. Waterways Ireland

4. Concerned Residents of The Grange 

5. Eastern Regional Fisheries Board
6. The Finnstown Input Group

7. Lucan Planning Council 

8. National Parks and Wildlife Service

A summary of the issues raised in submissions and observations, with respect to he proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development would be situated, is outlined below: 

1. Submission from Department of Transport 


The submission acknowledges receipt of notification. 


Councils Response


No response.

2. 
Submission from Department of Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources 


The submission acknowledges receipt of notification. 


Councils Response


No response.
3. 
Submission from Waterways Ireland


Waterways Ireland operates and maintains the Grand Canal including this area. 

Waterways Ireland met with South Dublin County Council to discuss this proposal at an earlier stage. 

Waterways Ireland welcomes increased use of the canal and its towpaths. However, agreement will be required for the construction and operation of the proposed bridge. 

In general, the proposals should ensure the best positive impact for all canal & towpath users, and in particular the bridge design will need to allow adequate air draft and channel width for boating and maintenance traffic. 


Please ensure that further consultation takes place as designs progress to the detailed stage, in order to develop the agreements as outlined. 


Councils Response

South Dublin County Council has met with representatives of Waterways Ireland in August and September 2009 and discussed proposals for a bridge at this location. 
Options under discussion include the openable bridge at canal level and a high level bridge set above the canal. South Dublin County Council has commissioned a feasibility study that will compare both bridge options. This will be presented to Waterways Ireland upon completion, so that both options can be fully considered. 


South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with Waterways Ireland in relation to the bridge options and the final design will be subject to agreement with Waterways Ireland.


4.
Submission from Beverley Power c/o Lock Cottage, The Grange, 
Lucan, on behalf of Concerned Residents of Grange Lucan

The Council have not yet released the EIS for upgrading of the 
R120. We draw your attention to a route option for the R120 upgrade that shows a bridge adjacent to the location of the bridge proposed in this Part VIII. The R120 upgrade bridge would potentially duplicate the functionality of the proposed bridge, wasting taxpayer money. Although the final route option for the R120 has not been decided, we would encourage the council to choose the option that crosses the canal adjacent to this location, providing better value for money.

A grade separated R120 upgrade bridge is more suited to allowing pedestrians and cyclists along the canal bank to cross under the bridge, providing a safer way of passing under the R120 without being required to cross the road. Pedestrians and cyclists wishing to cross the canal can do so via steps/ramps allowing access to a 
footpath at the R120 road level. 


Councils Response


The position of the bridge accords with the proposed intersection of the Griffeen Valley and Grand Canal Green Routes, identified in the South Dublin Green Routes Strategy, 2006.


The Green Routes Strategy sets out a proposal for the creation of a network of cycling and walking routes throughout South Dublin County, utilising links through parks, open spaces and roads to facilitate secure, safe and attractive connections for schools, work and leisure purposes. The provision of a pedestrian and cycle bridge adjacent to parklands, with linkage to the Grand Canal Green Route is in accordance with this strategy. This proposal is also in accordance with the National Cycle Policy Framework, 2009, which seeks to identify and utilise opportunities to create traffic free routes using parks, canal and river-side routes. 


The bridge is positioned approximately 800 metres to the east of the R120 Roadway. It is considered that the proposed pedestrian and cycle bridge 
will complement the functions of the proposed R120 road bridge by 
providing a traffic free alternative. The cycle network at this location will link with the upgrade of the R120 as details for this scheme are developed. 


The Canal Bridge is situated within the Clonburris Local Area Plan area. The approved Plan identifies a proposed bridge for pedestrians and cyclists at this location. 

Both the high and low level options proposed for the pedestrian/cycle bridges have the following problems: 

· The 1 metre clearance under the proposed swing (low level) bridge 
option would be a restriction for (a) canoeists and (b) stand-on surf 
boarders who use the canal for training purposes. 

· The high level bridge would be an obstruction to the many swans that  frequent this length of the canal. 


Councils Response

The proposed openable bridge will be designed to swing back over the canal banks into a docking position, when barges, boats or other users need to navigate past. Detailed design solutions, will be subject to agreement with appropriate authorities, including Waterways Ireland, and will ensure that all users are accommodated. 

The high level bridge is set at a similar height to other bridges on the canal system. Previous ecology reports have not identified any issues for swans at this location. Notwithstanding this, an ecology study that is to be carried out prior to commencement of development would identify any issues that might exist for wildlife and birds in the area and recommend mitigation measures to minimise any disruption. 


Lack of a Local Area Plan for the 12th lock area continues to produce 
piecemeal changes without ‘joined up’ thinking. 


Councils Response

The bridge accords with the position of a pedestrian and cycle Bridge, identified in the Clonburris Local Area Plan for this area and conforms to the walking and cycling objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010. The bridge will also form part of the approved network of Green Routes in South Dublin County. 

It appears clear from the letter dated 28/10/2009 from Mervyn 
Hamilton, Senior Engineer of Waterways Ireland that further consultation is required before agreement can be reached on the construction and operation of the proposed bridge. His letter also 
mentions that the bridge design will need to allow adequate air draft for boating. 


Councils Response

Further to discussions, two bridge options have been shown on Part 8 drawings. South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with Waterways Ireland in relation to these bridge options. The final design will be subject to agreement with Waterways Ireland.

5. 
Submission from Eastern Regional Fisheries Board 


The final design should be in line with the requirements of 
Waterways Ireland. 


Councils Response


South Dublin County Council will consult with Waterways Ireland in relation 
to bridge options and detailed design. Final bridge design will be subject to 
agreement with Waterways Ireland.

The construction methodology must be in accordance with an agreed method statement based on best practice and addressing the following:
· Minimum disturbance of riparian and in stream habitat. 

· Silt control and treatment either by on site settlement ponds or percolation over land. Under no circumstances is direct pumping to 
any watercourse acceptable. A daily inspection and maintenance 
programme to be included. 

· Precast concrete to be used, otherwise all cast in place concrete 
should be completed in the dry, isolated from flowing water. 

· The short term storage and disposal of excavated material must be well away from all watercourses, with drainage directed to a 
settlement area as discussed above.

· Full reinstatement of all banks and riparian zones to their original condition and in a manner that minimises the potential for erosion. 

Guidance document “Requirements for the Protection of Fisheries Habitat during Construction and Development Works at River Sites” is available at www.fishingireland.net.  


Councils Response


A method statement for construction will be prepared prior to the 
commencement of any development on site, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board. 


6. 
Submission from Attracta Ui Bhroin, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan 
on behalf of The Finnstown Input Group 

(a) The Council has engaged in project splitting in these proposals as the cycle path as proposed and indicated on the diagrams on the Council’s site for SD098/0006 is dependent on a separate application, namely SD098/0005 for a bridge crossing the Grand Canal. 

Councils Response

The proposed bridge will form part of South Dublin’s Green Routes network - a network of connected walking and cycling routes. The Green Routes network was formally approved by South Dublin County Council in 2006. It comprises 11 routes that will be constructed in self contained sections over a period of years (pg 8 Green Routes in South Dublin County refers). 

The canal bridge is a stand alone project. By virtue of its strategic location on the canal, the bridge would maximise access to existing and approved routes in the area, but is not dependent on other planned projects. The concurrent proposal to the north under reg. ref. SD098/0006 is referenced for completeness.   

(b) Given the proposal impacts the proposed Natural Heritage Area, of the Grand Canal that an assessment on the impacts of the proposal should have been undertaken, in particular but not limited to the impact on protected species who are dependent on this environment, and adjacent hedgerows etc and areas extending on to the Newcastle Road, Hayden’s Lane and Griffeen Avenue.

This is in the light of the presence of protected species on site including but not limited to Annex IV of the Habitats Directive and Annex 1 of the Birds Directive such as bats and kingfishers respectively, both of which are evident on the Canal.  We would highlight the need to consider other species on the site, and would remind the Council of the legal requirements in this regard. We are shocked that no such impact assessment has been provided in the 
light of the negative impact this proposal would have on the wildlife of the area. This is all the more critical given the extent and rapidity of development in this area in recent years and the manner in which it has eroded and eliminated so many habitats in the vicinity. The canal and its rural and natural environs and adjacent areas have therefore increased significance not only locally, but regionally, we submit, for biodiversity. We also submit a consideration for any such proposal should be considered firstly in the wider context of a Biodiversity Action Plan for the area. 

The later bridge proposal on which this application depends in particular requires serious evaluation in terms of the impact of the development proposed and the location and design of same, and the absence of detail in relation to the nature of materials to be used for the cycleways and bridges etc is unacceptable. 

Councils Response

A full Environmental Impact Study under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989 is not required. 

An environmental review of the project has been carried out by South Dublin County Council, with input from South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer. 

A significant amount of data exists in relation to ecology along the canal. This information has been reviewed in detail and has informed this project. Studies undertaken in this area as part of the Grand Canal Green Route 
project include the following:
· An ecology study was carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route project, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise. Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. 

· A separate Bat Survey of the Canal was carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the ecology study in July 2007 and again in May 2008.  Further bat studies were also undertaken by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project in 2009, all of which have confirmed the presence of five bat species feeding or commuting on and along the Grand Canal.   

The Ecological Surveys in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route found that the likely impacts of the proposed Green Route were considered to be negligible to minor.  No significant botanical species were found along this section of the Canal during that ecological survey.
As bats have been found to be foraging along the Canal, their presence 
cannot be ruled out at the location of the proposed bridge. 

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way and bridge in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 

South Dublin County Council’s Heritage officer has reviewed the previous studies and conducted a visual inspection of the site. While the likely impactsto the Green Route project, it is recommended that investigations are carried out prior to the commencement of works to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required.

The most significant impact on flora would be the removal of hedgerow and possibly a small number of trees. It is recommended that an ecological survey of the hedgerow, ditch and ecological zone between the hedgerow and canal be undertaken prior to any construction to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required. The survey should predominantly record plants and birds and establish the presence or use of the area by protected species such as 
badgers and otter. The survey should extend into lands to the north, to establish whether badger setts and other protected species such as otters are present along the proposed cycle route. 

Assessment at the bridge location indicated the hedgerow species most likely to be impacted upon would be ash trees and some smaller shrubs of hawthorn and elder. It is recommended that the least number of trees possible be removed, and while these are common species, their loss would need to be mitigated by e.g. additional planting of similar species in the area. 

During construction, damage to remaining trees and shrubs in the hedgerow should also be avoided. It is recommended that a method statement be prepared to address this issue.

It is recommended that a bat expert be employed to survey the sections of hedgerow for removal prior to commencement of works and to oversee any removal of trees or hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. It is also recommended that lighting provision in the area follow the same provisions 
as made on the Grand Canal Green Route. Additional mitigation measures could include the provision of bat roosts, which could be incorporates as a 
design feature on the bridge itself. 

In the event of an openable bridge that would cut into or significantly disturb the Grand Canal bank, it is recommended that an assessment of the aquatic ecology in the canal and on the bank should be undertaken prior to any construction. 

In summary, prior to any construction work commencing, an ecological survey will be undertaken, in conjunction with a bat report, both of which 
should establish baseline data and recommend mitigation measures to protect local biodiversity interests. In the event that the openable bridge is progressed, an aquatic survey will also be carried out on the Canal and Canal Bank.

(c) The submission seeks confirmation that the requirements of the 
Governing regulations were complied with.


Councils Response


South Dublin County Council has complied with governing regulations. 

(d) The lighting proposals are not appropriate given the presence of 
bats in the area.


Councils Response

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way and bridge in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 


(e) Drawings presented showing cross-sections of the Newcastle 
Road are inaccurate. 


N/A 


(f) Proposals to remove existing grass-verges on the Newcastle 
Road are unacceptable. 


N/A 
(g) The submission objects to the proposals for CCTV cameras. It is submitted that the lighting requirements for same would be totally 
at odds with the wildlife requirements. It is submitted that there is little credible evidence other than from the industry of the security benefits of such schemes. The level of upheaval and negative impact is unwarranted and is irresponsible, and will have very 
negative consequences for the area’s biodiversity.

Councils Response

The CCTV cameras will be monitored by South Dublin County Council on a continuous basis. Antisocial behaviour will be notified to the relevant authorities.

The CCTV element will increase security on off road routes that may not be heavily trafficked at all times. It is envisaged that commuters will use the bridge from early morning to late evening and lighting and CCTV is required for safety reasons. 

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  CCTV will be night capable with the ability to work in low light conditions and as such, will not mpact unduly on bats.


(h) The level of information provided on the Council’s website is 
unsatisfactory and incomplete.


Councils Response

All plans and particulars relating to the Part 8 public display were available to view and download on the Council’s web site in the Public Notice – Part 8 section from 28th September 2009 to 23rd November 2009 inclusive. 
(i) It is submitted that in light of the insufficient publicisation of the matter per the requirements of Part VIII, that the scheme should be revisited in total, properly constructed, accompanied by appropriate assessments and a more considered and appropriately constructed and assessed proposal re-submitted for public consideration.


Councils Response


Notification was given and public consultation carried out pursuant to the 
requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. 


(j) It is submitted that associated applications are contrary to the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area and 
should be rejected.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. Provision is made for a bridge at this location under the approved Clonburris Local Area and the proposal is consistent with the Councils Green Route Strategy, approved 2006 and with the South Dublin County Development Plan, 2004-2010. 

6. 
Submission from Justin Byrne, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on 
behalf of the Lucan Planning Council 

The Lucan Planning Council is in favour of Cycle Lanes, but are concerned that proper planning principles have not been followed in the promulgation of these applications. 

This submission is identical in all other respects to submission no. 5, Attracta Ui Bhroin, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of the Finnstown Input Group. 

The response to items (a) to (j) in submission no. 5 above address the items raised in this submission. 
7.
      Submission from National Parks and Wildlife Service

The submission from the N.P.W.S expresses concerns at the 
possible impacts of the proposed bridge and cycleway on fauna and floraand the way this scheme has been brought forward under two headings:

No assessment of the impacts of the construction of this proposed bridge on the fauna and flora of the Grand Canal p.N.H.A appears to have been carried out, even though as proposed the building of the bridge will involve the destruction of various trees within the boundaries of the p.N.H.A particularly on the southern side of the canal, where some of the best trees surviving on this stretch of the canal from the damage resulting from the construction of the Greenway Cycle Route will have to be removed to allow the building of the bridge to go ahead. Nor was any mention made in the public Part 8 notice that the proposed construction of the bridge would affect a p.N.H.A. On the ground the site notice for the proposed bridge was not at the site it was shown on the diagrams on display in County Hall or the South Dublin County Council website. 

The failure of South Dublin County Council to deal with the potential 
impacts of the construction of the proposed bridge and cycleway on otter and bats (species afforded special protection under the Habitats Regulations 1997 and known to occur in this area) in contravention of Circular Letter NPWS 2/07, before seeking approval for these proposals under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2008. N.P.W.S have been in on-going contact with members of the Lighting and Development Sections of South Dublin Co. Council and their consultant engineers for several years over problems of the impact of the illumination of the Greenway Cycleway Route along the Grand Canal on bats and otters. Given the general awareness of the presence of bats and otters in the area (and implications of lighting etc.) of the proposed bridge and cycleway, it is therefore unacceptable that measures to mitigate the impacts of the construction of the bridge and cycleway 
on these species have not been brought forward and that applications for licences to derogate from the Habitats Directive in relation to them were not made to N.P.W.S in accordance with the Circular Letter, before seeking permission for these developments under Part 8.

The following recommendations are made:

A) An assessment should be made of the likely impacts of the construction of the proposed bridge near Lynche’s Lane on the flora and fauna of the Grand Canal p.N.H.A, including those plants and animals occurring in the outer ditches of the canal, outside the towpath roads, which it should be noted are all included within the p.N.H.A. Mitigation measures to minimise any impacts identified in these assessments should then be adopted.
B) An otter survey should be carried out as soon as possible on the sections of the Grand Canal adjacent to the proposed bridge site at Lynch’s Lane, with particular emphasis placed in identifying possible otter holts or lie-ups in the rabbit burrow systems present in the outer banks of the canal at the bridge site. An otter survey should also be carried out of the Griffeen to identify the extent of usage of this river by otters. Depending on the results of these surveys appropriate measures to mitigate the impact of the construction of the proposed bridge and cycleway, and especially 
associated lighting, on otters can then be proposed, and a licence to 
derogate from the Habitats Directive in relation to the impacts of the proposed works on this species may be made to N.P.W.S
C) As at (B) bat surveys should be carried out at the bridge site and along the course of the cycleway along the Griffeen as soon as is seasonally possible, mitigation measures proposed and a derogation licence in relation to the possible impacts of the proposed scheme on bats made to N.P.W.S.

Council Response

Notification of the proposed development was given and public consultation carried out pursuant to the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. 

An environmental review of the project has been carried out by South Dublin County Council, with input from South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer. 

A significant amount of data exists in relation to ecology along the canal. This information has been reviewed in detail and has informed this project. Studies undertaken in this area as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project include the following:
· An ecology study was carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route project, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise. Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. 

· A separate Bat Survey of the Canal was carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the ecology study in July 2007 and again in May 2008.  Further bat studies were also undertaken by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project in 2009, all of which have confirmed the presence of five bat species feeding or commuting on and along the Grand Canal.   

The Ecological Surveys in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route found that the likely impacts of the proposed Green Route were considered to be negligible to minor.  No significant botanical species were found along this section of the Canal during that ecological survey.
As bats have been found to be foraging along the Canal, their presence cannot be ruled out at the location of the proposed bridge. 

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way and bridge in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 

South Dublin County Council’s Heritage officer has reviewed the previous studies and conducted a visual inspection of the site. While the likely impacts of the proposed bridge are considered to be relatively minor when compared to the Green Route project, it is recommended that investigations are carried out prior to the commencement of works to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required.

The most significant impact on flora would be the removal of hedgerow and possibly a small number of trees. It is recommended that an ecological survey of the hedgerow, ditch and ecological zone between the hedgerow and canal be undertaken prior to any construction to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required. The survey should predominantly record plants and birds and establish the presence or use of the area by protected species such as badgers and otter. The survey should extend into lands to the north, to establish whether badger setts and other protected species such as otters are present along the proposed cycle route. 

Assessment at the bridge location indicated the hedgerow species most likely to be impacted upon would be ash trees and some smaller shrubs of hawthorn and elder. It is recommended that the least number of trees possible be removed, and while these are common species, their loss would need to be mitigated by e.g. additional planting of similar species in the area. 

During construction, damage to remaining trees and shrubs in the hedgerow should also be avoided. It is recommended that a method statement be prepared to address this issue.

It is recommended that a bat expert be employed to survey the sections of hedgerow for removal prior to commencement of works and to oversee any removal of trees or hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. It is also recommended that lighting provision in the area follow the same provisions as made on the Grand Canal Green Route. Additional mitigation measures could include the provision of bat roosts, which could be incorporates as a design feature on the bridge itself. 

In the event of an openable bridge that would cut into or significantly disturb the Grand Canal bank, it is recommended that an assessment of the aquatic ecology in the canal and on the bank should be undertaken prior to any construction. 

In summary, prior to any construction work commencing, an ecological survey will be undertaken, in conjunction with a bat report, both of which should establish baseline data and recommend mitigation measures to protect local biodiversity interests. In the event that the openable bridge is progressed, an aquatic survey will also be carried out on the Canal and Canal Bank.

The recommendations of the environmental assessment are considered to address the recommendations of the National Parks and Wildlife Services. South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with the National Parks and Wildlife Services, throughout the project. 


Summary 

A number of the items raised relate to the potential environmental impacts of this project. 

The Grand Canal Green Route has established an appropriate project management strategy for a project of this nature and sets a precedent in this regard. A full Environmental Impact Assessment was not undertaken in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route. Specific environmental areas were assessed, where there was considered to be potential for impact. On foot of the studies, assessments and monitoring carried out during the Green Route project, there is now a significant amount of available data in relation to ecology, including protected species under the Habitats Directive. 

This information has informed the project management strategy for the current bridge project and has enabled South Dublin County Council to identify the studies that will be required prior to the commencement of development.

· An ecological survey will be carried out on the hedgerow, ditch and ecological zone between the hedge row and the canal. 

· A bat survey will be carried out on sections of hedgerow for removal and a bat expert 
will oversee any removal of trees and hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. 

· In the event that it is proposed to proceed with the openable bridge, a survey of the aquatic ecology in the canal and on the bank will be undertaken.

· A method statement will be prepared for the construction phase to ensure that remaining trees and shrubs will not be damaged during construction.

· A method statement will be prepared for construction works in the vicinity of the Canal to ensure that the requirements of the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board are met.  

· Mitigation measures that are recommended, based on survey findings will be undertaken. This will include the use of the lighting system that has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal. 

South Dublin will continue to consult with the appropriate authorities at this location, including Waterways Ireland, the National Parks and Wildlife Services and the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board to ensure that their requirements are met.

Recommendation
The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning, specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010 and the Clonburris Local Area. It is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council Meeting for decision.”

Following consideration of the report it was Agreed to recommend the proposal to the County Council for decision.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning, specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010 and the Clonburris Local Area. 


Accordingly, it is recommended that the development works as proposed be 
proceeded with.”

H9b/1209
The following report was noted at the Lucan/Clondalkin area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 1st December, 2009. 
“REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION pROCEDURE UNDER THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT Acts, 2000 -2008 AND Part 8 of THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2007 FOR THE PROPOSAL To provide cycle lanes, CCTV and public lighting along sections of a proposed pedestrian and cycle route between the Grand Canal, Adamstown and Griffeen Avenue, all on lands in the townlands of Grange, Adamstown, Finnstown and Esker South. 

tHE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT COMPRISES:

(a)
Construction of cycle lanes along sections of the proposed route;

(b)
Installation of c. 2760 meters of CCTV network along sections of the 
proposed route;

(c)
Installation of c 2330 meters of public lighting along sections of the 
proposed route; and 

(d)
All associated works and modifications to existing landscaping services.

Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Times on Monday 28th September 2009 in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. Plans and particulars of the proposed works were displayed in the Council’s offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin and at Lucan Library from 28th September to 9th November 2009. The closing date for receipt of submissions and observations dealing with the proper planning and development of the area was 5 p.m. on 23rd November 2009. 

Six submissions were received as follows:

9. Cllr William Lavelle

10. Department of Transport

11. Ronan Murphy

12. Iarnrod Eireann 

13. The Finnstown Input Group

14. Lucan Planning Council 

15. National Parks and Wildlife Service

A summary of the issues raised in submissions and observations, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development would be situated, is outlined below: 

1. 
Submission from Cllr William Lavelle 
Submission indicated support for the project, proposes the addition of a signalised pedestrian crossing on Griffeen Avenue at Griffeen Valley Park as part of the proposed scheme and that the council contact the Department of Transport to seek funding for this additional measure. 

Councils Response 

Pedestrian and cyclist movements will increase at this entry point, upon completion of this route. A new toucan crossing on Griffeen Avenue would facilitate safe and direct crossing onto the route. The cost of a new crossing would be in the region of €30,000. 

It is recommended that the Part 8 be amended to include a toucan crossing adjacent to the proposed route on Griffeen Avenue. South Dublin County Council will seek additional funding from the Department of Transport as part of negotiations for 2010. The crossing will be provided as part of the proposed works if the bid is successful.  

2. 
Submission from Department of Transport

The submission acknowledges receipt of notification. 

Councils Response

No response. 
3. 
Submission from Ronan Murphy, Grange Manor, Lucan

Submission complements South Dublin County Council for their plan to link Griffeen Valley Park to the new canal cycle route. Two black spots for anti-social behaviour are highlighted that could benefit from CCTV coverage, as follows:

(1)
The storm drain under Griffeen Avenue

(2)
The footbridge over the Griffeen at Grange Manor.

It is acknowledged that a camera is shown close to the footbridge. The submission suggests that the camera at the entrance to the park (beside Griffeen Avenue) be located closer to the storm drain. 

Councils Response 

The CCTV and Public lighting poles as outlined on plans and particulars are indicative only and will be subject to detailed design. South Dublin County Council will take cognisance of the items raised in this submission during detailed design.  

4. 
Submission from Iarnrod Eireann 

The submission outlines difficulties in locating details of the Part 8. The submission notes that there are two cycleways identifiable at the following locations: 

· Cycle route over footbridge over Adamstown Feeder Road and Railway lines, and

· Cycle path on railway over bridge serving R120 Newcastle Road. 

The submission states that it is unclear whether any CCTV and public lighting cables are proposed to be installed at these locations over the railway. Any new cabling will be subject to a way leave agreement between the utility provider and CIE/Iarnrod Eireann’s assessment process as outlined in Iarnrod Eireann Standard I-DEP-0120 Guidance for Third Party Works.

The submission states that it is also unclear as to what works are being proposed to the existing railway bridges to make provision for a cycleway path. Such works may be subject to a temporary or permanent licence between Council and CIE and Iarnrod Eireann. 

Councils Response 

South Dublin County Council has furnished Iarnrod Eireann with electronic and hard copies of the Part 8 drawings. South Dublin County Council also discussed the proposals in the vicinity of Railway bridges with a representative of Iarnrod Eireann by phone in November 2009. Iarnrod Eireann advised South Dublin County Council to accord with the guidance document on third party works I-DEP-0120 Issue 1.0 received on 29th October 2009 and to consult with Iarnrod Eireann in relation to detailed design. South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with Iarnrod Eireann, and works in the vicinity of railway bridges will be subject to agreement with Iarnrod Eireann. 

5. 
Submission from Attracta Ui Bhroin, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of the Finnstown Input Group

We submit the Council has engaged in project splitting in these proposals as the cycle path as proposed and indicated on the diagrams on the Council’s site for SD098/0006 is dependent on a separate application, namely SD098/0005 for a bridge crossing the Grand Canal. 

Councils Response

The proposed pedestrian and cycle route is a stand alone project. The route between Adamstown and Griffeen Avenue would represent a key piece of stand alone infrastructure that will facilitate secure, safe and attractive connections for schools, employment and leisure purposes, locally. 

The proposed canal bridge would maximise access to strategic routes within South Dublin and Dublin City from lands to the north of the Canal, but the proposed route is not dependent on this infrastructure or on other projects. 

The concurrent bridge proposal to the south that is under consideration (reg. ref. SD098/0005) is referenced for completeness.

We submit that given the proposal impacts the proposed Natural Heritage Area, of the Grand Canal that an assessment on the impacts of the proposal should have been undertaken, in particular but not limited to the impact on protected species who are dependent on this environment, and adjacent hedgerows etc and areas extending on to the Newcastle Road, Hayden’s Lane and Griffeen Avenue.

This is in the light of the presence of protected species on site including but not limited to Annex IV of the Habitats Directive and Annex 1 of the Birds Directive such as bats and kingfishers respectively, both of which are evident on the Canal.  We would highlight the need to consider other species on the site, and would remind the Council of the legal requirements in this regard. We are shocked that no such impact assessment has been provided in the light of the negative impact this proposal would have on the wildlife of the area. This is all the more critical given the extent and rapidity of development in this area in recent years and the manner in which it has eroded and eliminated so many habitats in the vicinity. The canal and its rural and natural environs and adjacent areas have therefore increased significance not only locally, but regionally, we submit, for biodiversity. We also submit a consideration for any such proposal should be considered firstly in the wider context of a Biodiversity Action Plan for the area. 

The later bridge proposal on which this application depends in particular requires serious evaluation in terms of the impact of the development proposed and the location and design of same, and the absence of detail in relation to the nature of materials to be used for the cycleways and bridges etc is unacceptable. 

Councils Response

A full Environmental Impact Study under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989 is not required. 

This submission focuses primarily on issues pertaining to the proposed canal bridge Reg. Ref. SD098/0005. The response below deals specifically with items that relate to the proposed cycle route. 

An environmental review of the project has been carried out by South Dublin County Council, with input from South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer. 

A significant amount of data exists in relation to ecology along the canal. This information has been reviewed in detail and has informed this project. Studies undertaken as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project include the following:
· An ecology study was carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route project, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise. Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. 

· A separate Bat Survey of the Canal was carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the ecology study in July 2007 and again in May 2008.  Further bat studies were also undertaken by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project in 2009, all of which have confirmed the presence of five bat species feeding or commuting on and along the Grand Canal.   

The Ecological Surveys in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route found that the likely impacts of the proposed Green Route were considered to be negligible to minor.  No significant botanical species were found along this section of the Canal during that ecological survey. 

Bats have been found to be foraging along the Canal. As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way (where new lighting is proposed) in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 

While the likely impacts of the proposed cycleway is considered to be relatively minor when compared to the Green Route project, it is recommended that investigations are carried out prior to the commencement of works to establish the current biodiversity resource along the cycle route and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required.
There is limited flora along the proposed cycle route and it is considered that the impact on flora would be negligible.  

It is recommended that surveys be undertaken along sections of the cycle route in parks to establish if bat, otter or bagger are present or use this area, as these species cannot be ruled out. 

A bat expert will be employed to survey any sections of hedgerow for removal close to the canal, prior to commencement of works and to oversee any removal of trees or hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. 

In summary, surveys will be undertaken along the sections of the cycle route in parks to establish the presence or use of the area by bat, otter or bagger. A bat expert will be employed to survey any sections of hedgerow for removal. These reports should establish baseline data and recommend mitigation measures to protect local biodiversity interests. 

The submission seeks confirmation that the requirements of the Governing regulations were complied with.

Councils Response

South Dublin County Council has complied with governing regulations. 

We submit that the lighting proposals are not appropriate given the presence of bats in the area.

Councils Response

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 

We submit that drawings presented showing cross-sections of the Newcastle Road are inaccurate. 

Councils Response

A typical cross section is shown. 

We submit that proposals to remove existing grass-verges on the Newcastle Road are unacceptable. 

Councils Response

It is proposed to construct a cycle lane in grass verges along the R120/Newcastle road over 300 linear meters to facilitate access by communities at Finnstown and Adamstown to the wider cycle network. Landscaping will be provided to mitigate the impact of grass removal. 

The submission objects to the proposals for CCTV cameras. It is submitted that the lighting requirements for same would be totally at odds with the wildlife requirements. It is submitted that there is little credible evidence other than from the industry of the security benefits of such schemes. We submit the level of upheaval and negative impact is unwarranted and is irresponsible, and will have very negative consequences for the area’s biodiversity.

Councils Response

The CCTV cameras will be monitored by South Dublin County Council on a continuous basis. Antisocial behaviour will be notified to the relevant authorities.

The CCTV element will increase security on off road routes that may not be heavily trafficked at all times. It is envisaged that commuters will use the proposed route from early morning to late evening and lighting and CCTV is required for safety reasons. 

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  CCTV will be night capable with the ability to work in low light conditions and as such, will not impact unduly on bats. 

We submit the level of information provided on the Council’s website is unsatisfactory and incomplete.

Councils Response

All plans and particulars relating to the Part 8 public display were available to view and download on the Council’s web site in the Public Notice – Part 8 section from 28th September 2009 to 23rd November 2009 inclusive. 
It is submitted that in light of the insufficient publicisation of the matter per the requirements of Part VIII, that the scheme should be revisited in total, properly constructed, accompanied by appropriate assessments and a more considered and appropriately constructed and assessed proposal re-submitted for public consideration.

Councils Response

Notification was given and public consultation carried out pursuant to the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. 

It is submitted that associated applications are contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and should be rejected.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. The proposal is consistent with the Councils Green Route Strategy, approved 2006 and with the South Dublin County Development Plan, 2004-2010.

6. Submission from Justin Byrne, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of the Lucan Planning Council 

The Lucan Planning Council is in favour of Cycle Lanes, but are concerned that proper planning principles have not been followed in the promulgation of these applications. 

This submission is identical in all other respects to submission no. 5, Attracta Ui Bhroin, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of the Finnstown Input Group. 

The response to items (a) to (j) in submission no. 5 address the items raised in this submission. 
7.
Submission from National Parks and Wildlife Service

The submission from the N.P.W.S expresses concerns at the possible impacts of the proposed bridge and cycleway on fauna and flora and the way this scheme has been brought forward under two headings:

No assessment of the impacts of the construction of this proposed bridge on the fauna and flora of the Grand Canal p.N.H.A appears to have been carried out, even though as proposed the building of the bridge will involve the destruction of various trees within the boundaries of the p.N.H.A particularly on the southern side of the canal, where some of the best trees surviving on this stretch of the canal from the damage resulting from the construction of the Greenway Cycle Route will have to be removed to allow the building of the bridge to go ahead. Nor was any mention made in the public Part 8 notice that the proposed construction of the bridge would affect a p.N.H.A. On the ground the site notice for the proposed bridge was not at the site it was shown on the diagrams on display in County Hall or the South Dublin County Council website. 

The failure of South Dublin County Council to deal with the potential impacts of the construction of the proposed bridge and cycleway on otter and bats (species afforded special protection under the Habitats Regulations 1997 and known to occur in this area) in contravention of Circular Letter NPWS 2/07, before seeking approval for these proposals under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2008. N.P.W.S have been in on-going contact with members of the Lighting and Development Sections of South Dublin Co. Council and their consultant engineers for several years over problems of the impact of the illumination of the Greenway Cycleway Route along the Grand Canal on bats and otters. Given the general awareness of the presence of bats and otters in the area (and implications of lighting etc.) of the proposed bridge and cycleway, it is therefore unacceptable that measures to mitigate the impacts of the construction of the bridge and cycleway on these species have not been brought forward and that applications for licences to derogate from the Habitats Directive in relation to them were not made to N.P.W.S in accordance with the Circular Letter, before seeking permission for these developments under Part 8.

The following recommendations are made:

D) An assessment should be made of the likely impacts of the construction of the proposed bridge near Lynche’s Lane on the flora and fauna of the Grand Canal p.N.H.A, including those plants and animals occurring in the outer ditches of the canal, outside the towpath roads, which it should be noted are all included within the p.N.H.A. Mitigation measures to minimise any impacts identified in these assessments should then be adopted.

E) An otter survey should be carried out as soon as possible on the sections of the Grand Canal adjacent to the proposed bridge site at Lynch’s Lane, with particular emphasis placed in identifying possible otter holts or lie-ups in the rabbit burrow systems present in the outer banks of the canal at the bridge site. An otter survey should also be carried out of the Griffeen to identify the extent of usage of this river by otters. Depending on the results of these surveys appropriate measures to mitigate the impact of the construction of the proposed bridge and cycleway, and especially associated lighting, on otters can then be proposed, and a licence to derogate from the Habitats Directive in relation to the impacts of the proposed works on this species may be made to N.P.W.S

F) As at (B) bat surveys should be carried out at the bridge site and along the course of the cycleway along the Griffeen as soon as is seasonally possible, mitigation measures proposed and a derogation licence in relation to the possible impacts of the proposed scheme on bats made to N.P.W.S.

Council Response

The submission from the National Parks and Wildlife Service focuses primarily on issues pertaining to the proposed canal bridge Reg. Ref. SD098/0005. The response below deals specifically with items that relate to the proposed cycle route. 

Notification of the proposed development was given and public consultation carried out pursuant to the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. 

An environmental review of the project has been carried out by South Dublin County Council, with input from South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer. 

A significant amount of data exists in relation to ecology along the canal. This information has been reviewed in detail and has informed this project. Studies undertaken as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project include the following:
· An ecology study was carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route project, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise. Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. 

· A separate Bat Survey of the Canal was carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the ecology study in July 2007 and again in May 2008.  Further bat studies were also undertaken by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project in 2009, all of which have confirmed the presence of five bat species feeding or commuting on and along the Grand Canal.   

The Ecological Surveys in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route found that the likely impacts of the proposed Green Route were considered to be negligible to minor.  No significant botanical species were found along this section of the Canal during that ecological survey. 

Bats have been found to be foraging along the Canal. As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way (where new lighting in proposed) in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 

While the likely impacts of the proposed cycleway is considered to be relatively minor when compared to the Green Route project, it is recommended that investigations are carried out prior to the commencement of works to establish the current biodiversity resource along the cycle route and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required.
There is limited flora along the proposed cycle route and it is considered that the impact on flora would be negligible.  

It is recommended that surveys be undertaken along sections of the cycle route in the park to establish if bat, otter or bagger are present or use this area, as these species cannot be ruled out. 

A bat expert will be employed to survey any sections of hedgerow for removal close to the canal, prior to commencement of works and to oversee any removal of trees or hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. 

In summary, prior to any construction work commencing, surveys will be undertaken along sections of the cycle route in the park to establish the presence or use of the area by bat, otter or bagger. A bat expert will be employed to survey any sections of hedgerow for removal. These reports should establish baseline data and recommend mitigation measures to protect local biodiversity interests. 

The recommendations of the environmental assessment are considered to address the recommendations of the National Parks and Wildlife Services. South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with the National Parks and Wildlife Services, throughout the project. 

Summary 

A number of the items raised relate to the potential environmental impacts of this project. The Grand Canal Green Route has established an appropriate project management strategy for a project of this nature and sets a precedent in this regard. 

A full Environmental Impact Assessment was not undertaken in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route. Specific environmental areas were assessed, where there was potential for impact. On foot of the studies, assessments and monitoring carried out during the Green Route project, there is now a significant amount of available data in relation to ecology, in this area. 

This information has informed the project management strategy for the cycleway project and has enabled South Dublin County Council to identify the studies that will be required prior to the commencement of development.

Prior to any construction work commencing, the following surveys will be undertaken:

· A survey along sections of the cycle route in the park to establish the presence or use of the area by bat, otter or bagger. 

· A survey of any sections of hedgerow for removal by a bat expert. 

· It is proposed that the lighting system that has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal, will be extended along the cycle route. 

· Any other mitigation measures required, on foot of surveys will be undertaken. 

South Dublin will continue to consult with the appropriate authorities at this location, including Waterways Ireland, the National Parks and Wildlife Services and the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board to ensure that their requirements are met.

Recommendation
The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning, specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010. It is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with, subject to the following modification:

· The addition of a toucan crossing on Griffeen Avenue at the entrance to Griffeen Valley Park. 
The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council Meeting for decision.”

Following consideration of the report it was Agreed to recommend the proposal to the County Council for decision.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning, specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010. 

Accordingly, it is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with, subject to the following modification:

· The addition of a toucan crossing on Griffeen Avenue at the entrance to Griffeen Valley Park. “
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, D. Keating, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, C. Keane, T. Delaney and C. King

Mr. F. Nevin, Mr. J. Horan, Manager, Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect and Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads responded to the Members’ queries and confirmed that the Part 8 procedure was carried out in accordance with legislation and regulations.  
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor D. Keating:

“That the foregoing Part 8 reports be rejected.”

A roll call on Councillor G. O’Connell’s motion was taken and the result was as follows:

FOR Rejection:  

2 (TWO)

AGAINST Rejection: 
21 (TWENTY-ONE)

ABSTAIN: 
1 (ONE)

ABSENT: 
2 (TWO)

FOR Rejection: 
Councillors G. O’Connell and D. Keating

AGAINST Rejection:- Councillors C. Brophy, E. Coburn, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, S. Crowe, T. Delaney, R. Dowds, M. Duff, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, B. Lawlor, W. Lavelle, D. Looney, E. Maloney, M. McDonagh, E. Tuffy and E. Walsh

ABSTAIN: Councillor T. Ridge

ABSENT: Councillors T. Gilligan and J. Lahart

Following the roll call vote it was AGREED that the proposed developments be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Reports.

H10/1209
OAKLEE HOUSING TRUST - VOLUNTARY HOUSING RENTS

The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social and Community Development and was CONSIDERED:

“Following a Motion at the September meeting it was agreed to bring back a report to the Council on the issue of Rents charged by Voluntary Housing Bodies which in some cases exceed the differential rent scheme of the Council and specifically the Oaklee Scheme at Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 .

Approved housing bodies providing dwellings under the terms of the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme are responsible for determining the rent amounts to be paid by qualified tenants according to the following formula:

-          the rent is calculated annually by reference to the tenants household income for the income tax year ending prior to the start of the loan subsidy year (1st July)

-          the rent amount shall be not less than €6.35 per week for the first €102 or less of household income per week, plus €0.23 per week for each additional €1.27 of income over €102, with an abatement of €1.27 per week for     each dependant child residing in the house subject to the rent not being less than €6.35 per week

-          household income for the purpose of determining rents shall be the total income of the tenant and his/her spouse or of joint tenants as the case may be and, in addition, in the case of other persons residing in the house whose income is not included in household income, the weekly rent shall be increased by €0.23 for each €1.27 of such income in excess of €102, subject to the rent payable in respect of such person(s) being not more than €25.39 per week

   -        a 'dependant child' for the purposes of rent assessment means a person aged 18 years or under not in receipt of an income or a person under 23 who is attending a full time course of education

-          the application of the rent formula may be modified, at the discretion of the approved housing body in particular respects where they consider it appropriate, subject to the overall rent yield being not less than what would be payable under the existing rent scheme.


The Council have no discretion in regard to the amount of rent charged under the 
Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme and the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government have indicated that there are no plans to change this position.

An application for funding under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme was submitted to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government in August 2006 for 51 units at Fortunestown. Approval was received from the DoEHLG in the amount of €9,312,590 in July 2007 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme.  At the Council meeting of 9th July 2007 a loan in the sum of €9,312,590 was approved to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. The Council meeting of 10th September 2007 approved the disposal of the 51 units to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd.


In August 2007 the units were completed and ready for occupation and were handed over to the Council by the Contractor.  It was necessary for security to be put in place immediately by the Council. In the meantime, the necessary legal work involved in the disposal of the units to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd., and the putting in place of the mortgage under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme had commenced.  These legal issues were protracted and further complicated by the fact that 42 units were in one block and the remaining 9 units were located separately, over the communal facility, which was not being disposed of to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. As the members are aware these legal issues continued on well into 2008, which resulted in considerable security costs to the Council and also delays for housing applicants who were to be accommodated in the units.  In order to alleviate this situation it was agreed that Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. would take over the units in question by way of Licence in July 2008, pending the completion of the necessary legal work to put in place the required mortgage.

During this time payment commitments to the Contractor had to be fulfilled and this was done from the Councils Social Housing Investment Programme, the intention being that this funding would be recouped from the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme on completion of the mortgage. The Council had been in discussions with the DoEHLG on this matter and it was our understanding that this transfer would be acceptable to them. However, the DoEHLG would not agree to the arrangement and the matter has been subject of considerable negotiations over the past year. Confirmation has recently been received from the DoEHLG advising that the Capital Loan and Subsidy approval of July 2007 has been withdrawn and the units are now being treated as social housing funded from the Council's Social Housing Investment Programme allocation for 2008.

The Council is aware of the predicament in which this leaves Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. and their tenants, and indeed the implications of this with regard to the issuing of tenancy agreements and good estate management. We have been in touch with Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. and informed them of this situation. We have also requested a further meeting with the DoEHLG in an effort to see if there is any possibility of them reviewing their decision in this case. Depending on the outcome of 
this meeting the matter will be further discussed with Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. Every effort is being made to resolve this situation as quickly as possible.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr and C. King.
Mr. B. Coman responded to the Members’ queries and indicated that a further meeting will be held with Oaklee in January 2010.

The report was NOTED.
H11/1209
DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS SCHEME 2010 – 2017

The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning and was CONSIDERED: 

“S48 (8) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 states

“(a) Following the consideration of the manager's report, and having had regard to any recommendations made by the Minister, the planning authority shall make the scheme, unless it decides, by resolution, to vary or modify the scheme, otherwise than as recommended in the manager's report, or otherwise decides not to make the scheme.”

 “(b) A resolution under paragraph (a) must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager's report.”

 The Manager’s report on submissions which was issued on 20th November 2009 recommended two amendments to the Scheme viz

 That Note 2 to Paragraph 9 – Level of Contribution - be altered to read as follows:

 Note 2: The floor area of proposed development shall be calculated as the gross floor area. This means the area ascertained by the internal measurement of the floorspace on each floor of a building (including internal walls and partitions) and including mezzanine floors.
In the case of multi-unit residential buildings, only the floor area of each residential unit will be included.
 and that the following be added to the Exemptions and Reductions at Paragraph 10 after Ancillary surface car parking


 Ancillary non-surface residential car-parking is exempt

Ancillary non-surface non-residential to be reduced by 50%  
(ancillary is considered to be that which is required to comply with Development Plan standards)

 As the Manager’s report on submissions issued to the members on 20th November 2009, the period referred to at (b) above expires on 1 January 2010.

 It is therefore recommended that the Council resolves to make the South Dublin County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2010-2017, as published 
on 16th September last subject to the aforementioned amendments.”

 Link to Consultants’ Report

Managers Report on Submissions

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor C. Brophy, J. 
Hannon, M. Corr, J. Lahart, E. Tuffy, S. Crowe, D. Looney, W. Lavelle, C. 
Keane, G. O’Connell and E. Maloney.
Mr. F. Nevin and Mr. J. Horan, Manager responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That South Dublin County Council make the South Dublin County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2010-2017, as published on 16th September last subject to the amendments as listed in the foregoing report”.
A roll call vote was then taken and the result was as follows:

FOR:  14 (FOURTEEN)

AGAINST: 12 (TWELVE)

FOR: Councillors M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, S. Crowe, R. Dowds, M. Duff, C. Jones, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, C. King, D. Looney, E. Maloney, M. McDonagh, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy.

AGAINST: Councillors C. Brophy, E. Coburn, T. Delaney, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Keane, D. Keating, J. Lahart, B. Lawlor, W. Lavelle, T. Ridge and E. Walsh.

Accordingly, the Resolution was PASSED and the South Dublin County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2010-2017, as published on 16th September last subject to the amendments as listed in the foregoing report was MADE.

H12/1209
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2010

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:  
“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.

It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €42,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2010, and including: 

· Shared ownership scheme.  

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.  

· House purchase loans.  

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.  

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.  

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council authorise the raising of loans to a limit of €42,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2010, and including: 

Shared ownership scheme.  

Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.  

House purchase loans.  

Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.  

Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.  

Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”

CORRESPONDENCE

Co1/1209
Correspondence from Donegal County Council -


(i) Guth na Gaeltachta


(ii) Reps 4 Scheme


The above correspondence was NOTED.

Co2/1209
Correspondence from Minister for Finance in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion passed regarding Domestic Water Charges

The above correspondence was NOTED.

Co3/1209
Correspondence from Minister for Finance in response to SDCC's letter in relation to motion passed regarding Institute of Technology Tallaght

The above correspondence was NOTED.

Co4/1209
Correspondence from Ballina Town Council:  Non registered landlords and Rent Supplement


The above correspondence was NOTED.

C05/1209
Correspondence from Minister for Education in response to SDCC's letter in relation to question asked regarding Outstanding School Projects

The above correspondence was NOTED.

Co6/1209
Correspondence from DoEHLG in relation to Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009:  Commencement Order

The above correspondence was NOTED.

M1/1209
MAYOR’S BUSINESS COMMUNITY DRUGS PROJECTS 


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council calls on John Curran TD, Minister of State with special responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy and Community Affairs, to ensure that the Community Drugs Projects that are delivering services in Treatment, Rehabilitation and Prevention, be exempt from any further cuts in their funding in 2010. Evidence has shown that investment in Community Drug Projects leads to very positive outcomes for people using those services.

Drug Treatment saves lives and restores health. Drug Treatment reduces crime and makes Communities safer. 

Drug Rehabilitation Services offer a better life for drugs users, their families and their children. 

Drug Prevention Programmes offer the hope of a better future for our young people. 

The Drugs trade in Ireland is estimated to be worth at least 650 million Euros per year, any further cuts in Community Drug Projects funding will only serve to tie the hands of the Community and allow those who are causing over 400 drug related deaths per year to increase their vile trade and further ensnare more young people in their greedy clutches.”


REPORT:

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to Minister Curran and a copy of his reply, when received, will be circulated to the members.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Duff, E. Maloney, M. Corr, S. Crowe and J. Lahart.

The motion was PASSED.
Having regard to the subject matter it was AGREED to take Motions 2 and 14 together.

M2/1209
NAMA
It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“Noting the government’s intention to establish the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA), this council calls on the Minister for Finance to reconsider the proposal. We believe that the establishment of NAMA will lead to ordinary taxpayers bailing out irresponsible bankers and developers, and to a high level of government borrowing which future generations will have to repay while billions of euros are being used to bail out the banks basic services, resulting in reduced funding to local councils for essential services.
As this council is gravely concerned that the resources used to bail out the banks will deprive local councils of necessary funding to develop and run local services we hereby call on the Minister for Finance not to proceed with the proposed establishment of NAMA and urge the public to support the Dublin demonstration scheduled for 19th September 2009.”


REPORT:

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Finance.

The Report was NOTED
M14/1209
NAMA

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds: 
“That this Council opposes the processing of any planning applications by developers on land with a valuation from £5M., and which are subject to possible purchase by the National Asset Management Agency. Additionally, we urge the Minister for the Environment, Mr. Gormley to act to prevent any abuse by developers to inflate the value of their sites in advance of being purchased on behalf of the tax-payer.”
REPORT:

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Finance.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, W. Lavelle, R. Dowds, T. Ridge, M. Duff and J. Hannon and it was proposed to amend the wording of Councillor Maloney’s motion to read as follows:

The following amended motion was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

“That this Council opposes the processing of any planning applications by developers on land with a valuation from £5M., and which are subject to possible purchase by the National Asset Management Agency. Additionally, we urge the Minister for the Environment, Mr. Gormley to act by introducing relevant emergency legislation to prevent any abuse by developers to inflate the value of their sites in advance of being purchased on behalf of the tax-payer.”

The amended motion was PASSED.

Councillors E. Walsh and J. Hannon wished to have their opposition to Councillor G. Kenny’s motion recorded in the minutes.

M4/1209
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE: 

“That the Manager undertakes a review of the Traveller Accommodation within the county in terms of environmental hazards, increased dumping, animal welfare and safety issues with a view to addressing as a matter of urgency these matters.”


REPORT:
The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 adopted by the Council in February 2009 states :"The Council proposes to continue to work closely with the Traveller Community to enhance tenant participation programmes and environmental awareness programmes. The Council's Estate Management Unit and Environmental Awareness Officer will assist in the development programmes in consultation with the local development groups and the LTACC".

Prior to and since the adoption  of the current programme the Traveller Accommodation Unit has been working with the Anti-Litter Wardens to address the issue of illegal dumping,  

An information campaign to inform residents of their obligations to maintain their dwelling and surrounding areas in an acceptable condition  in accordance with their tenancy agreement has been carried out in conjunction with the caretakers of the Traveller Specific Developments. 

The use of CCTV to identify offenders in relation to burning and dumping is being used on many of the developments and the Council have made an application to the Department of Environment and Heritage & Local Government for  funding to expand the use of CCTV to deter this type of activity and anti-social behaviour and approval has been received.

The Traveller Accommodation Unit and the Parks and Landscape Services Department is currently conducting a survey in respect of the external areas of all the Traveller Accommodation development within the County.  A report in respect of the survey will be presented to the Council when available.

As outlined in the programme mainstreaming of services and good estate management are important elements of traveller accommodation provision and in the  main is respected except for the minority of cases. The Council through its front line staff, operational group meetings, LTACC meetings and the County Traveller Strategy Committee will continue to address areas of concern in this regard.

M6/1209
GOVERNMENT’S HOMELESS STRATEGY
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“This Council agrees to set aside suitable time, venue and  space to discuss in depth,  the new implications involved around the full implementation of the present Governments Homeless Strategy and how it will impact on this Local Authorities Housing Allocations  policies and Housing Allocations List.”


REPORT:
The vision contained in the Homeless Agency's Action Plan 2007-2010 is the ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the end of 2010.This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:

The prevention of homelessness.

-The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local authority areas.

-The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate supports as required.

In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy, Pathway to Home, from the 1st January 2010 the Homeless Persons Unit which is located in the City Centre and provides an assessment and placement service to the 4 Dublin Authorities on an agency basis will be disbanded.  From that date on all who are presenting as homeless will have to call to the relevant Council and will be assessed and placed by that Council.    South Dublin County Council has begun 
the process of establishing a unit to specifically address the needs of homeless persons who present from that date.

While it is the intention that all emergency accommodation for homeless persons should be in their own County it is recognised that this is not possible in the short term and the existing emergency accommodation in use will continue for some time to allow an orderly withdrawal from it and its replacement in the other Counties. 

It is also the aim to ensue that emergency accommodation is returned to its original intention of being short term support for homeless and to this end to move all persons homed in such accommodation into mainstream housing within 6 months.  To enable this the DOEHLG have provided 2 targeted schemes to address the long term housing needs of people progressing from emergency to 
independent living.  These schemes are know as Support to live independently (SLI) and Homeless RAS initiative.

Both of these schemes envisage the procurement of accommodation largely in the private sector on a long term basis.  In the case of SLI accommodation with low to medium supports will be provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general support service which the DOEHLG and Homeless Agency are in the process of procuring.  RAS option will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.   Tenants allocated housing under the schemes will be required to pay a rent based on the Differential Rent Scheme.

The DOEHLG have indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation which is currently being used as mainstream housing.  

The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities sets out these the  for eligibility for housing based on homeless priority. It is not envisaged that these criteria will need to be amended at this time.  The receipt of applications for housing accommodation has significantly increased in 2009 and in line with current practice those applying for housing on the grounds of homelessness are placed on 
the Homeless Register for priority housing. They are not included on the Housing List as well.  

The Council is fully committed to implementation of the Homeless Strategy and will continue to develop the provision of local responses to meet the needs of  homeless applicants  within the Council's administrative area and a dedicated team is put in place from within existing resources to deal with this.
 M7/1209
CPLN AREA PARTNERSHIP / OAKFIELD TRUST
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, Councillor G. O’Connell, Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That the Manager would write to CPLN Area Partnership/Oakfield Trust to extend this Council’s congratulations on their successful recent convening of the ‘National Conference for the Third Sector’ and to offer South Dublin County Council’s support; and participation where appropriate; in the development of a first-ever National Strategy on the Social Economy. To also request that the Manager bring forward a report under a headed item to a meeting of the Council , at the earliest possible date, on ways in which this Council can support the development of social economy initiatives in the county and to examine if social finance lending organisations could have a role to play in supporting community development projects proposed by or in conjunction with this council but stalled indefinitely due to the current crisis facing our country’s public finances.”
REPORT:

The Council will write to the CPLN Area Partnership and the Oakfield Trust and will convey the Council’s congratulations as requested by the Councillors on the successful “National Conference for the Third Sector” which was recently hosted.
The Council has initiated research through the Community Services Department on the subject of the social economy. We will explore the possibility of social finance lending organisations having a role to play in community development projects.

As soon as this research as been completed, a report will be prepared and will be brought before the members for their information.

 The Community Department along with other agencies, is in the early stages of a project to identify and support social entrepreneurs, and it is expected that this project will provide further insight and learning into the social economy and the 
role it may be able to play in society in general, and in community development projects in particular.  Opportunities arising from, and synergy between, the IEZ project and the project outlined above will form part of the inter agency approach. 

M12/1209
PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“This Council again calls on the Minister for the Environment to meet with Officials and Elected Representatives of South Dublin Co. Council to discuss the possibility of extending the provisions of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act 1997 to private rented accommodation (these provisions relate to dealing with anti-social tenants) and express its displeasure at the failure of the Minister to meet with us so far since the request first went in late 2007.”


REPORT: 
The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires each Housing Authority to draw up and adopt An Anti Social Behaviour Strategy in respect of 

· Dwellings let by the Housing Authority to tenants under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2009 

· Dwellings in which relevant purchasers reside 

· Sites for the Accommodation of Travellers 

· Dwellings covered by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 

· Dwellings owned and provided by Housing Associations

the significant anti-social behaviour provisions in the 2009 Act will come into operation on 1 December 2009, as provided for in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 (Commencement) Order, 2009 (S.I. No. 449 of 2009) 
primarily:

· Section 35 of the Act, which requires the elected members of each housing authority to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy within one year of the commencement of the section, that is to say, by 30 November 2010. The strategy must set out measures to promote good estate 
management and co-operation with other bodies, such as the Gardaí, that 
have a role to play in combatting anti-social behaviour; 

· Items 1(a) and 5 of Part 5 of Schedule 2, amending the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, to extend the definition of "anti-social behaviour" to cover graffiti and damage to property, and to apply existing anti-social behaviour provisions, including the power to exchange information about housing applicants or beneficiaries engaged in anti-social behaviour, to a broader range of social accommodation, including accommodation provided through rental arrangements. 

A good deal of preparatory work has been undertaken in the drawing up of this strategy by a sub committee of the last Housing and Social SPC.  It is intended to further address the draft strategy at its next meeting in February.

The strategy will apply to those parts of its administrative area where the authority has: - 

(a) dwellings let under the Housing Acts 1966 to 2009; 

(b) dwellings that are the subject of Chapter 4 tenancy agreements [RAS]1; 

(c) dwellings in which relevant purchasers live; and 

(d) sites for travellers (site in this context is defined in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1997, as amended). 

The 2009 Act therefore does not extend to other private rented dwellings but if the motion is passed the terms thereof will be conveyed to the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government


Set out below is the link to the new legislation for information 

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/RHLegislation/FileDownLoad,21568,en.pdf
M15/1209
FLOODING
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That, in light of recent major flood events and the likelihood of more frequent freak weather events due to climate change, the Manager provide a report on all lands currently zoned for residential or other purposes (a) alongside the Rivers Liffey, Dodder, Poddle, Camac and other rivers in the area of South Dublin County Council, and (b) in any other areas identified as subject to previous flood events, in terms of the risk of flooding.”


REPORT:
A planning map of the County is attached which shows the main watercourses through South Dublin and for indicative purposes a 150m wide buffer has been highlighted which shows the relevant zoning as is currently proposed in the Draft Development Plan. 

Liffey: The part of the Liffey in South Dublin does not present a significant risk to residential property, based on the maximum flows from Leixlip (116 cumec)   during the regional flood event of 29/11/09. No flooding occurred and the tributaries, although high, did not cause significant flooding either. It should be noted that the flow in the Liffey is regulated by the ESB and levels were very closely monitored both upstream and downstream of Leixlip Dam during events on 29/11/09. 

The Liffey Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study (CFRAMS)   has commenced and the steering has met on two occasions to date. The Steering group consist of officials from OPW, SDCC, FCC, DCC, KCC, WCC and ESB. The CFRAM Study will cover the Liffey catchment as opposed to the main channel and therefore will deal with the Griffeen, Poddle and Camac Rivers also.

The ESB has also carried out some flood risk analysis on the Liffey main channel.

It is worth noting that some significant works have been done on Griffeen, Poddle and Camac already. 

Griffeen
Major works were carried out on the Griffeen Catchment after the major floods of 2000. The Griffeen from the Kildare Rail Line to the Liffey is predominately through parkland and some attenuation has been provided adjacent to the new Adamstown Road, whilst south of the rail line, a significant portion of the river flows through an improved channel system at Grangecastle. Whilst this is zoned industrial, the river has been afforded maximum protection and significant improvement works have been completed including provision of an upgraded culvert under the rail line itself.

Tobermaclugg
The Tobermaclugg Stream Improvement works associated with the Adamstown 
SDZ are near completion. These work will divert surface water from the Adamstown Scheme directly to the Liffey. Some localized flooding still occurs 
on Tubber lane and this is currently being addressed. 

Poddle
Improvement works have been carried out on the Poddle with attenuation being provided at Tymon and there are plan to install a new hydrometric station downstream of Tymon Ponds to further monitor this stream. The stream has historically impacted on the residential areas of Whitehall Road and improvements have been carried out on the surface water system in this area. There are a number of screen on the Poddle and these are routinely maintained.

Camac
Major attenuation and flood alleviation works have been carried out on the Camac from the M7 to Clondalkin through Corkaigh Park and Clondalkin The River through Clondalkin village itself has not flooded since these works were completed however routine maintenance is required. Once the Camac crosses the M50 it enters major industrial lands and is culverted. This Culvert is problematic. Two tributaries of the  industrial land and have historically caused problems. This situation is monitored closely however improvements are required on these streams.

zoned land of Citywest – these streams appear well catered for at Citywest. Citywest Ltd have provided significant attenuation on their lands.

A number of water holding features on the Camac, associated with historical mills, such as the Brittas Ponds and the Clondalkin Mill Pond may need to be assessed.

Dodder
The Dodder CFRAM Study is nearing completion and flood mapping and modeling has been carried out. It is intended early in 2010 to have Public Information 
days where the reports and maps produced to date will be made available to the public.

The Dodder through the County is well catered for in terms of available lands and green belts. The River is somewhat controlled by way of Dublin City Council 2 reservoirs in the upper catchment. The Dodder has experienced significant rises in water levels in recent years however the actual river itself has not caused damage to property on those occasions. The urban area for the Dodder Main Channel is in Templeogue and this has been fully assess in the CFRAM reports.

The tributaries of the Dodder have also been assessed in the Dodder CFRAM Report. 

The Tallaght Stream flows through the park area of Jobstown and the industrial area of Whitestown where routine maintenance is required on an ongoing basis. Sean Walsh Park provides a green belt for the stream before it enters the Dodder itself through some residential areas adjacent to the N81.

The Whitechurch Stream has a flood study completed under the Dodder CFRAM study as a result of serious flooding in 2007. The most significant risk was found to be at Whitechurch School and this has since been addressed. 

The Owendoher is also covered under the Dodder CFRAM report and flood isk maps will be publicly available during the upcoming Public Information days. 

Both the Whitechurch Stream and Owendoher flow through residential property north of the M50, however south of the M50 both streams are in relatively rural areas.

The Ballycullen Stream in now only visible beyond Woodtown having been substantially piped through Ballycullen and Firhouse. This surfacewater system requires monitoring and can at times beach the pipework.

The above is a brief summary of the main rivers and streams in South Dublin. In general, the rivers and stream have satisfactory space to flow or sufficient attenuation is in place to control flows. These river and streams all flow close to residential, commercial or industrial properties. Notwithstanding the amount of works that has been done over the last 10 years in South Dublin regarding flood alleviation, the implementation of river and stream buffers zones,  attenuation of surface water in all significant development, and routine maintenance screens on the rivers and stream, flooding can still occur. The variables of 
downpour ntensity, existing ground saturation, location of downpour, riparian maintenance in private property, and sizes of existing culverts and bridges all play are role in where a flood will occur. South Dublin, through (a)implementation of the CFRAM Plans with flood mapping of all the rivers and streams (b)  implementation of the Dublin Regional Drainage Code of Practice with regard to buffer distances from rivers and streams and installation of attenuation and SuDS and (c) implementation of the County Development Plan will continue to make improvements on the flood management of the County.

M16/1209
FLOODING

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“This Council calls on the manager in view of the widespread flooding throughout the State, the poor planning, the lack of flood warning, preparedness and overall preventative systems,  to immediately carry out with staff and other agencies where necessary, a review of structures, the training of personnel,  the ability of this local Authority to respond to emergency situations, and including in that review the present and real and possible dangers of rivers bursting their banks , the condition of water storage facilities and other areas of large volumes of water, and agrees to draw up  plans, possible scenarios and  preventative measures for this county in light of the present crisis and the clear dangers facing many families now and in the near future.”


REPORT:
In spite of the heavy and consistent recent rainfall there were no flooding events located in South Dublin.  The Council engages with other agencies, uses its emergency plan, has in place strong attenuation measures and a proactive maintenance programme which mitigate against such events in the counties and enable good precautionary event planning to be in place.

The Liffey Catchment

Two meetings of the LIFFEY Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study Steering Group have been held to date. 

The main stakeholders attending the steering group meeting include officials from South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council, Wicklow County Council, Dublin City Council, Office of Public Works and ESB. The 
OPW are currently carrying out cross sectional surveys of the Liffey and its tributaries.

Summary of Regional Liffey Flood Event of 29/11/09

Most of the Liffey River is controlled by the ESB through its dams at Pollaphuca and Leixlip with the quantity of water per second released through the tailraces regulated by the ESB. The ESB works very closely with Met Eireann and releases extra water in advance of heavy rainfall being forecast so that they have additional storage space at the dams to impound this water and they then release 
this water after the event thus avoiding property and land downstream of the dams being flooded. There is height storage capacity in the Blessington Lakes and to lesser extent at Leixlip. The ESB also works very closely with Dublin City Council (DCC) as part of the Liffey at its estuary is tidal. DCC had an innovative tidal surge early warning system installed some years ago as part of the Dublin Flood Initiative which was funded by DCC/OPW/EU Interreg. This sophisticated tide surge forecasting is accurate to + or -50mm.

Over the weekend, 21st/22nd November 2009, during the high of the rainfall controlled releases of 70 tonnes per second in pulsed 7 hour bursts were released from Leixlip dam to tie in to the tides in Dublin Bay. Over the weekend, 29th of November 2009, these releases had to be increased to 116 tonnes a second resulting in some flooding of the Strawberry Beds Road near Lucan in the 
Fingal County Council’s area but no flooding in Lucan Village.

A greater risk of flooding from the Liffey river in Lucan comes from the unregulated Rye Water Stream flowing through Leixlip Village downstream of the dam into the Liffey. During heavy rainfall it is possible to have a greater volume of water coming down the Rye Water than through the regulated dam on the Liffey at Leixlip. It is planned that the OPW will put weirs and gauges on the Rye Water shortly and this information can be relayed back to the ESB so that the Liffey flows can be regulated even more closely.

Since the flooding of Lucan Village and some of its suburbs, Old Forge and Grange Manor Estates, on the 5th and 6th of November 2000 by the Griffeen Stream major flood alleviation works were undertaken by SDCC in Lucan Village and through Griffeen Valley Park right up to the Grand Canal including widening and deepening the river channel, installing new culvert and bridges and lowering weirs and raising walls. This work was completed in 2004 and since then there has been no flooding in the Lucan area from the Griffeen Stream.

All Local Authorities along the Liffey, Kildare, SDCC, Fingal and Dublin City Council plus the Office of Public Works (OPW) work closely with the ESB with regard to regulating the flows in the Liffey and if there was a problem which required the deliberate discharge of additional water from either Pollaphuca or Leixlip dams the Local Authorities would be informed in advance so that Public Representatives, residents and businesses could be warned and advised as to the best course of action to undertake and what assistance was available and where. Sandbags would also be issued to potential vulnerable areas.  

During the high rainfall event of 29/11/09, which impacted on the whole of the Liffey Catchment, communication was ongoing throughout the day between South Dublin County Council’s flood management team and the other Liffey CFRAMS stakeholders. The steering group will use the experience gained from this event to inform the ongoing Liffey Study.

Lucan has been identified as an Area of Potential Significant Risk (ASPR) for additional focus. Nearest other ASPRs are Leixlip in Kildare and Chapelizod in Dublin City. Dublin City Council are proposing a new weir at Lucan for flow measurement. The Camac, Poddle and Griffeen are part of this overall study. 

The Dodder Catchment

In late 2005/early 2006 the three local authorities in whose functional areas the river Dodder flows i.e. South Dublin County Council (SDCC), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council(DLRCC) and Dublin City Council (DCC) agreed that a study of the river would be commissioned in order to provide a comprehensive report on the Flood Risk Assessment and Management of the river. The Office of Public Works (OPW) is funding the study as it forms part of the national Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Studies (CFRAMS). Dublin 
City Council is the Contracting Authority on behalf of he three local authorities.  Following the public tendering procedure in early 2006 Dublin City Council appointed consultants/service providers, R.P.S., to carry out the Risk Assessment and Management Report. The major takeholders, DCC, OPW, SDCC, DLRCC and RPS meet at Steering Group level every three months to review the progress of the contract.  The final plan will require the agreement of all three Councils and the OPW.

The core purpose of this study was to assess the spatial extent and degree of flood hazard and risk within the Dodder catchment, to examine future pressures that 
ould impact on that risk, and to develop a long-term strategy for managing the risk that is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.

The Report will include measures for the development of a robust model representing the hydrological and hydraulic characteristics of the River Dodder catchment, such a model will provide for the mapping of the flood risk.  Using model output the technical and economic merit of various options for flood management, taking account of current and future land developments, will be presented within the report.

To achieve this aim the following study objectives have been identified:

· Review of land usage and planning requirements 

· Capture and analysis of all data including existing models 

· Surveying the catchment and river estuary 

· Hydrological analysis 

· Hydraulic analysis including development of a hydraulic model 

· Environmental assessment 

· Risk assessment 

· Development of flood risk management options 

· Preparation of a catchment flood risk management plan including a river 
maintenance programme 

· Provide deliverables which meet the above aims and goals 

· Effective management of the study

The main tributaries of the Dodder River are included in the above Risk Assessment and Management Report viz. the Whitechurch, Owendoher and the Tallaght streams.

In June 2008, the consultants issued a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) scoping report on the River Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan.  This Report is available to download on the Dublin City Council website: www.dublincity.ie/waterwasteenvironment/pages/riverdoddercatchmentfloodriskassessmentmanagementstudy.aspx  Comments can be sent to the 
above website or doddersea@rpsgroup.com
The final SEA statement will:

· Outline the option or combination of options selected for taking into the 
statutory planning process; 

· Outline the reasons for selection; 

· Outline how environmental considerations have been taken into account in 
the selection process; and 

· Outline monitoring measures to be implemented

Further plans for the Dodder River Risk Assessment and Management Strategy include public information days on the flood risk management, a draft CFRAMS and Environmental Report consultation and a final Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) statement.

R.P.S., were also asked to produce an interim modelling report on the Whitechurch River, a tributary of the Dodder, as a result of serious flooding experienced  in the catchment on 22 June 2007. The  Whitechurch River Interim Modelling Report issued from R.P.S. in July, 2008 with recommendations on reducing the flood risks along the Whitechurch River. Following the publication of the report, South Dublin 
County Council in conjunction with Whitechurch National School completed an emergency culvert upgrade on the Whitechurch Stream at the entrance to the school to prevent further flooding and property damage in the area. The cost of these work was approx. €150,000.

Floods Directive

Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of flood risks entered into force on 26 November 2007. This Directive now requires Member States to assess if all water courses and coast lines are at risk from flooding, to map the flood extent and assets and humans at risk in these areas and to take adequate and coordinated measures to reduce this flood risk.  This Directive also reinforces the rights of the public to access this information and to have a say in the planning process.

The Directive was proposed by the European Commission on 18/01/2006, and was finally published in the Official Journal on 6 November 2007. Its aim is to reduce 
and manage the risks that floods pose to human health, the environment, cultural heritage and economic activity. The Directive requires Member States to first carry out a preliminary assessment by 2011 to identify the river basins and associated coastal areas at risk of flooding. For such zones they would then need to draw up flood risk maps by 2013 and establish flood risk management plans focused on prevention, protection and preparedness by 2015. The Directive applies to inland waters as well as all coastal waters across the whole territory of the EU. 

The Directive is carried out in coordination with the Water Framework Directive, notably by flood risk management plans and river basin management plans being coordinated, and through coordination of the public participation procedures in the preparation of these plans. All assessments, maps and plans prepared shall be made available to the public.

Member States shall furthermore coordinate their flood risk management practices in shared river basins, including with third counties, and shall in solidarity not undertake measures that would increase the flood risk in neighbouring countries. Member States shall take into consideration long term developments, including climate change, as well as sustainable land use practices in the flood risk management cycle addressed in this Directive.”

Draft Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines

The Ministers published new Draft Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Public Consultation in September which are aimed at ensuring a more consistent, rigorous and systematic approach to fully incorporate flood risk assessment and management into the planning system.

The implementation and coordination of WFD policies and Flood Risk policies is ongoing

In relation to more recent events The recent flood events of 29/11/09 and how it impacted on South Dublin was different from normal flooding events. This needs to be understood in the context of the management of the River Liffey.

Heavy rain started to fall on the Liffey Catchment at approximately 8pm on 28/11/09 and continued until 2pm on 29/11/09. The vast majority of this rain fell 
on the upper and middle Liffey catchment. From approximately midday on 29/11/09 the ESB, through the media started issuing flood alert warnings about the Liffey Catchment, especially through County Kildare. The ESB also contacted officials in South Dublin, Kildare, Fingal and Dublin City at this time to get an understanding of what was happening on the ground. This allowed the ESB to make informed decisions about water releases from the three dams on the catchment. Based on feedback on river levels and monitoring of reservoir levels the ESB ceased releasing water from Poulaphouca and Golden Falls to ensure they did not contribute to already the already rapidly rising Liffey. The middle Liffey through Kildare rose steadily causing flooding but based on discussions with Kildare County Council and the ESB, South Dublin flood management team was able to assess the river at Lucan and make informed decisions. Flooding did not happen simultaneously along the Liffey and Kildare County Council were reporting to South Dublin on locations where water levels had peaked throughout the evening of 29/11/09. The surge was visible moving through Kildare and thus the ESB and South Dublin, Fingal and Dublin City Council could assess and plan for potential river rises. 

Due to the amount of water in the Liffey the discharge from the dam in Leixlip was increased steadily throughout the evening. The discharge went steadily from 80 tonnes / per second to 97 to 103 to 106 to 113 to a maximum of 116 tonnes per second. Officials could see what impact this was having through Lucan and inform Dublin City accordingly. Even though rain ceased at approximately 2pm on 29/11/09, peak flow did not arrive in Lucan until 10.30pm that night. At that stageIncrease discharge could be balanced with a reduction in tributary inflows thus Lucan only experienced road flooding along Strawberry Beds in Fingal. This was relayed to Dublin City and they were in a position to stand down their flood management team at 11pm approximately.

It should be noted that NO flooding occurred as a result of the Liffey in South 
Dublin
Examples of rainfall rates
	Casement 
	Rainfall rate

	29/11/09
	30.9 mm

	28/11/09
	4.7 mm

	19/11/09
	19.2 mm

	18/11/09
	14.8 mm

	4/5 Nov 2000
	84 mm

	Hurricane Charlie
	89.2 mm

	 
	 



The return period rainfall for a 12, 24 and 48 hour period are

	Duration
	2yrs
	5yrs
	10yrs
	20yrs
	30yrs
	50yrs
	75yrs

	12hrs
	28
	35.3
	40.3
	45.6
	48.9
	53.3
	57.1

	24hrs
	36.9
	45.4
	51.2
	57.2
	61
	65.9
	70.1

	48hrs
	45.3
	54.7
	61.0
	676.5
	71.5
	76.5
	81.1


The flood event of 29/11/09 is an example of where rainfall falling some 
distance from a location can at a later time cause flooding downstream and this is how the Liffey flooding on 29/11/09 occurred through Lucan. This was be managed by way of communication between the ESB and the stakeholder Local Authorities. 

(b) The other risk of flooding in South Dublin occurs where heavy rainfall falls directly on a catchment and the flooding happens very quickly through the river and stream or through the drainage systems. This is more difficult to manage. 

With regard to future planning – both the Liffey and Dodder studies will produce flood mapping which in turn will become part of the County Development Plan. The GDSDS and the Greater Dublin Regional Drainage Code of practice has recommendations with regard to development buffer distances from rivers and streams. 

Severe weather alerts are received by the Council in advance of severe weather, due to the localized nature of some downpours  - a warning does not mean flooding will occur and also a lack of warning does not mean flooding will not occur. The weather alert allows crews to be informed that there is a possibility that an emergency response may be required.

It is impossible to eliminate flooding as there are many variables that cause it.  Pipes / Culverts sized appropriately a decade ago may not be capable of dealing with higher flows being experienced today as a result of more and longer high rainfall events, rainfall events occurring over a longer period with heavy saturation of existing areas also increases the possibility.   Bridges and culverts can be subject to blockages with debris from time to time. Experience has shown that even garden furniture or building material on the banks of a stream can be collected and cause blockages during rises in stream levels. The drainage crews do carry out a daily screen cleaning rota and the frequency of this is increased during bad weather. SDCC has a programme in place that best manages the risk of flooding and can provide advice with regard to flood prevention and emergency services where flood has occurred. 

Bridges in South Dublin are divided into 2 categories, those on National Primary/ National Secondary routes and those on Non National Routes.

There are 62 bridges on NP/NS routes and the NRA is responsible for their   maintenance. However SDCC get a yearly allocation to carry out a routine 
inspection on the bridges and to carry out routine works on them.

‘Principal inspections’ are carried out by NRA itself and any major works needed are carried out by the NRA.

         The Non National bridges are maintained by SDCC.

          In 2009, SDCC commissioned Roughan O’ Donovan structural engineers


to survey all the Non National road bridges and set up a data base.


89 bridges in total were surveyed and their condition was rated from 0 to 5 (0 
being new and 5 being critical.) and in the process rated each of the following 
components of each 
bridge.


·        Bridge surface


·        Footway/Median


·        Parapet/Safety Barrier


·        Wing walls/Spandrel walls/Retaining walls.


·        Abutments


·        Deck


·        Riverbed


·        Structure in general

 

SDCC has no Level 5 rated bridge, one Level 4 rated bridge (which is closed), and four bridges rated at Level 3.

Roads Dept. have carried out a visual inspection on these four Level 3 rated bridges in the last week and have also inspected Lucan, Firhouse, Oldbawn and Rathfarnham Bridges.

Early in 2010, SDCC intends to employ a structural engineer to carry out a ‘Principal inspection’ on all the bridges rated Level 3 and upwards to assess what if any remedial action is needed. As part of the assessment, all bridges carrying a high volume of traffic over large flows of water will be inspected including Lucan, Firhouse, Oldbawn and Rathfarnham Bridges.

M20/1209
FUNDING OF CAPITAL PROJECTS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this Council requests the Manager, in the context of the current state of public finances, to investigate the options potentially available to the Council, including public/private partnerships, to secure funding to implement a number of capital projects in the area of sports, recreation and community facilities, including swimming pools, playgrounds and community facilities, and to provide a report for members to facilitate discussion.”


REPORT:
During the past number of years the Council invested heavily in the provision of 
new infrastructure including projects in the area of sports, recreation and community facilities. The funding of this new infrastructure was mainly from a combination of Government grants, development levy receipts and receipts from the disposal of assets.

As the members are aware the economic downturn has considerably changed the operating environment for both the public and private sectors. Government grant schemes have either been closed and/or considerably reduced. There has also been a major decline in construction activity which has impacted negatively on development levy receipts. 

The Council has to adapt to the reality in the above outlined circumstances. We are in a period of retrenchment and the short to medium term outlook is negative growth  followed by a slow pace of recovery with positive GDP growth not expected until 2011. In this context it is considered that there is little or no scope for public/ private partnership agreements for projects in this area.

The immediate and continuing challenge is to ensure the sustainability / viability of the existing infrastructure by generating income through the optimum possible usage of the various existing facilities.

The Council is however receptive to any proposal forthcoming.

MOTIONS NOT REACHED

(M3)
ROAD WIDENING
Councillor D. Keating
“That the Manager would agree to carry our review surveys of major road widening projects in our county, which when completed, often following decisions made by An Bord Pleanála, leave homes in many areas in our communities at serious disadvantages owing to increased noise levels and loss of visual amenities, which clearly demonstrates that examination of such matters at the early planning stages can be inadequate or even flawed.”

(M5)
NEW BIN COLLECTION
Councillor J. Lahart
“That the Manager outline the state-of-play regarding the new bin collection electronic system and also explain the delay in the introduction of the Brown Bin system.”

(M8)
POSTAL VOTING
Councillor J. Hannon

“That this Council requests the Minister for the Environment & Local Government to extend the postal voting provision to citizens who are unable to be physically present at the polling station due to absence by reason of holiday or illness.”

(M9)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING – NEGATIVE EQUITY
Councillor C. Jones
"That the manager will give a report on the situation where occupants of affordable housing within the county have negative equity in their property.”

(M10)
GRASS CUTTINGS IN GRAVEYARDS
Councillor C. Brophy

“That this Council asks the Manager to introduce a minimum of 4 grass cuttings in every graveyard in the County during the grass growing season.  The current situation of one cutting per year has resulted in graveyards being inaccessible, particularly to senior citizens, and is causing emotional distress to families who have loved ones buried in these graveyards.”
(M11) 
COMMUNITY SERVICE ORDERS
Councillor E. Walsh
“That this Council, noting the need for savings in the provision of Council services, agrees to liaise with the Courts' Service and/or the Probation Service to ensure that those convicted of committing crime and having been given Community Service Orders rather than custodial sentences by the Courts, and in particular the District Court, , be recruited for the duration of the hours specified in their sentence, in an anti-litter and/or anti-graffiti campaign in the parks and housing estates throughout the County.”

(M13)
FUTURE REQUIREMENT FOR SCHOOL-PLACES
Councillor W. Lavelle
“That this council, noting that four areas of our county (i.e. Lucan, Clondalkin, Newcastle-Rathcoole & Tallaght) have been publicly identified by the Department of Education as being among the areas of the state with the highest future school-place demand; and further noting correspondence dated November 20th from the Minister for Education to the Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee; requests the Manager to present a detailed report on discussions between officials of this council and the Department of Education regarding the use of GIS mapping systems for the forecasting of future school-place demand in our county; and furthermore requests the Manager to arrange with the Department for Education for a full briefing to be provided for the elected members of this council ahead of the next phase of our deliberations on the new County Development Plan, on the Department’s assessment of the future school-place needs of our county and their recommendations to this council in response to this assessed demand.”

(M17)
REDEVELOPMENT OF THE SQUARE SC
Councillor C. Brophy
“That the Manager outlines the Council’s current position regarding the redevelopment of the Square and the actions taken by this Council to assist in its commercial redevelopment to ensure future substantial job creation in the Town Centre.”
(M18)
FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN

Councillor E. Coburn

“That the manager detail the flood management plan in place for county, how this compares to previous years and to guarantee that flood prevention work will continue.”
(M19)
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
Councillor D. Keating

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, including a detailed report on the remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy, and in the current uncertain economic climate, within what planned time-frame does the Manager envisage the remaining projects will be rolled out?”
(M21)
DUBLIN BIKE SCHEME
Councillor E. Walsh
“That this Council notes the extraordinary success to date of the Dublin bike scheme in the Dublin City Council area to date and undertakes to conduct a feasibility study as to a similar application in the County.”
The Meeting ended at 6.30 p.m.

Signed: _______________________



Mayor

Date: ________________________
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