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13™ November, 2009

Our Ref: Q10/1109

Re: Question asked at Meeting of South Dublin County Council on 09/11/09

Dear Minister Harney,

I wish to inform you that South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 9t
November 2009 approved the following question:

“That this Council requests the Manager to write to the Minister for
Children as a matter of urgency to ask the Minister if he will give an
undertaking to expedite the negotiations towards a bilateral
agreement with Ethiopia so that adoption of Ethiopian children by
Irish families can continue. Will the Minister also give those Irish
families who are already in the process of, and committed to adopting
children from Ethiopia assurances that they can complete their
adoptions under the current system, which is in line with The Hague
Secretariat’s “Guide to Good Practice”? Such an assurance will be of
great relief to many Irish families who have already embarked on this
adoption process, some for as long as five years. Will the Manager
also agree to circulate the details of this request to all other City and
County Councils for information purposes?”

I should be grateful for your comments at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,
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Meetings Administrator,
Corporate Services Department.
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