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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, January 11th, 2009

HEADED ITEM NO. 2(b)(ii)

 

REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES
b) Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (1) - 1st December, 2009
(Report –Review Survey on N4)
REPORT:
At the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on Tuesday, 1st December, 2009 it was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Area Committee requests the Manager conduct a full Review Survey of the N4 road widening works in the Lucan and Palmerstown areas, with a view to examining the impact of these works in terms of the impact of increased noise and loss of visual amenity to local residents, particularly where there was no additional noise attenuation measures or boundary fencing put in place in the interest of the quality of life of residents living in established residential areas, and that the Manager would agree to report back by way of a headed item with the results of this review survey to a later Area Committee Meeting.”

 The following report by the Manager was Read:-

“Road schemes prepared by the Council and submitted to An Bord Pleanala are designed on the basis of an assessment of existing and expected traffic volumes and the likely effects on the environment over the design life of the scheme. Noise mitigation and visual intrusion are examined as part of this assessment and mitigation is provided where certain parameters are met.

There are no traffic noise regulations in force in this country and as part of the Government road development programme it became necessary to set guideline values so that schemes were in conformity to environmental directives. It should be noted that these assessments are a snap shot in time projected into the future which take into account other developments which may or may not take place over the lifetime of the scheme. In many cases these developments do not take place. It is not an exact science and the final outcome may not be as described in the analysis, nevertheless, the assessment is a valid projection of the likely effects of the road scheme on the environment at the design year. The design year is normally 15 years post opening and the directive is silent on whether it is necessary to re-examine the study in advance of that time. This is so that there would be a definitive end to a scheme in the context of expenditure.

The avenues for review are quite limited therefore until the design year is reached. The Council is obliged, however, to implement the noise action plan for the Greater Dublin Area in so far as it relates to the Council area and implement remedial measures where necessary and where resources are specifically provided.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Keating and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to the queries raised and the report was NOTED.  The Motion was PASSED and it was AGREED that the above motion would be referred to the January 2010 Council Meeting as a Headed Item under Report of Area Committees.
MANAGERS REPORT:
The N4 National Primary Route is under the control of the National Roads Authority (NRA). It should be noted therefore that the Council has no function in relation to a review of the N4 scheme as it has no powers to carry out any works without the prior approval of the NRA. It is not therefore possible to comply with the terms of the motion as passed by the Area Committee.

The Council has the responsibility within its administrative boundary to implement the Dublin Agglomeration Noise Action Plan. The Action Plan provides that from its adoption on 31st October 2008 for a five year period to 2013, the Council through its Environmental Services Department will monitor the traffic noise in the County area based on the Noise Mapping Plan. This plan proposes to identify a variety of areas where there are traffic noise issues arising; these areas will range from quiet residential areas to park areas in proximity to traffic. The plan will identify where specific actions are required to reduce noise over time and provide for specific remedial works where monies have been provided for in Council budgets. In effect the Action Plan has been incorporated as part of the County Development Plan and the roll out of more sustainable practices will reduce the existing noise impacts. 
It is proposed to locate a number of monitoring stations in the vicinity of the recently constructed major routes to establish the levels of noise in accordance with the Noise Action Plan. The N4 will be included in this process.
