                    COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Roads, Development & Parks, Planning, Housing, Community, Corporate Services & Libraries and Environment business held on 10th November 2009.
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R/119/09  CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
HEADED ITEM (1)







Item ID: 20745
Minutes of meeting of Rathfarnham Area Committee dealing with Environment, Roads, Development & Parks, Planning, Housing, Community and Corporate Services & Libraries business held on 13th October 2009, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 13th October, 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

Roads

R/120/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 1-6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/121/09 SCHOOL WARDEN - KNOCKLYON ROAD
QUESTION (1): Councillor E. Coburn 



 Item ID: 20822 

"To ask the Manger to provide an update on the Lolipop Lady service for the Knocklyon road and to guarantee the provision of 2 Lolipop ladies on this road which is critical for the safetly of children crossing this road?"

REPLY:
A review of the school warden service on the Knocklyon Road has been completed.  

The Council monitored the number of school going children crossing Knocklyon Road at Coolamber Park which does not have a pedestrian crossing over a four week period and an increase in numbers was recorded.  The numbers warranted a school warden service and accordingly the school warden will remain at Coolamber Park.

Children crossing at Dargle Wood cross at the pedestrian lights.  The positioning of one of the light sets has been altered to improve visibility at this location.  It is considered that the current facilities at Dargle Wood are adequate and a school warden is not necessary.

At the start of the new school year in September 2009 as part of an on going review of resources, school warden services were withdrawn from 6 crossing points, four of which have signalised pedestrian facilities.  Services were withdrawn due to such factors as declining usage, physical changes to road layout, retirements (four) and redeployment of resources.  

School wardens are generally deployed to locations were school going children cross the road without the benefit of pedestrian lights.

Non signalised crossings will continue to receive priority.

Bottom of Form

TR/122/09 PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON BALLYBODEN ROAD AT FONTHILL 
QUESTION (2): Councillor E. Coburn 



 Item ID: 20826 

"To ask the Manager to review the accesibility of pedestrian crossings in the vicinity of the Fonthill Estate with Ballyboden Road in order to improve accessibility for residents to the Ballyroan shops and community services?"

REPLY:
Previous counts carried out at the above location indicated that the pedestrian demand was significantly below the warrant required. We shall re-assess this location to determine if a new count needs to be carried out.

Bottom of Form

TR/123/09 STREET LIGHTS IN DISPENSARY LANE  

QUESTION (3): Councillor P. Cosgrave 



 Item ID: 20589 

"To ask the Manager to have the public street lights in Dispensary Lane repaired. They have not been working for three weeks?"

REPLY:
All lighting under the charge of South Dublin County Council have been repaired.
Bottom of Form

 TR/124/09 NAMEPLATE TO IDENTIFY HOUSES AT GLENMORE GREEN
QUESTION (4): Councillor P. Cosgrave 



 Item ID: 20592 

"To ask the Manager to have a nameplate installed to identify the houses at Glenmore Green?"

REPLY:
 Following our inspection of this location, we shall order a nameplate should it be required and erect same as soon as practicable thereafter.

Bottom of Form

TR/125/09  RELOCATION OF BUS STOP AT PROSPECT MANOR 

QUESTION (5): Councillor P. Cosgrave 



 Item ID: 20778 

"To ask the Manager to request Dublin Bus to move the present city bound bus stop on Stocking Lane at Prospect Manor nearer to the Pedestrian crossing. This would be done for safety reasons as bus users might start using the new exit from Prospect Heath to cross to the existing bus stop?"

REPLY:
The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge to Scholarstown Road.

The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing.

The current entrance to the signallised pedestrian crossing adjacent to Prospect Heath will remain open, i.e. pedestrians from Prospect Manor will continue to use Prospect Heath to access the existing crossing. The provision of the short path from the rear of the bus-stop direct to the path in Prospect Heath will increase safety for bus users as they would not have to walk albeit the short distance along the road either back to the crossing or up to the main entrance. It is proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.

Moving the bus-stop closer to the pedestrian crossing could result in pedestrians attempting to cross the road near the rear of the bus, which could reduce sightlines thereby creating a hazard for pedestrians wanting to cross the road. 

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is not envisaged that the proposed arrangement will present a hazard. It is not envisaged that children will cross the road at the south bound bus stop any more than they currently may do for instance, at the existing entrance, which does not seem to present a problem to date. The proposed provision of a pedestrian swing gate should reduce the likelihood of children running straight onto the road at the bus-stop. 

For this reason we consider that the bus-stop is located in a suitable position and that there is not sufficient reason to justify the relocation of the bus-stop.

Bottom of Form

R/126/09 RAISE LEVEL OF MANHOLE COVERS ON SCHOLARSTOWN ROAD 
QUESTION (6): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 20819 

"To ask the Manager to raise the levels of the manhole covers on Scholarstown Road as all of them from Orlagh Roundabout to Templeroan are below road surface?"

REPLY:
The chambers in question are owned by private utility companies. These firms will be contacted and requested to carry out the necessary repairs.
Bottom of Form

r/127/09 Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads

HEADED ITEM (2):  






 Item ID: 20746 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/128/09 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (3):  






 Item ID: 20747 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/129/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (1): 





  Item ID: 20748 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/130/09 Cathaoirleach's Business


pedestrian crossing – ballyboden road.

MOTION (1): 







Item ID: 20593 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager put in place a pedestrian safety crossing on Ballyboden Road between the junctions of Fonthill Park and Glendoher estate to protect children crossing going and returning to school."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Previous counts carried out at the above location indicated that the pedestrian demand was significantly below the warrant required. We shall re-assess this location to determine if a new count needs to be carried out.”
Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, C. Keane and E. Coburn, Mr. O’Grady responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/131/09   PROPOSED OPENING ADJACENT TO THE HEATH PROSPECT MANOR

MOTION (2):







 Item ID: 20772 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:-
"That this Committee discusses the new proposed opening adjacent to The Heath Prospect Manor and how this will be managed with the closure of the old opening from Socking Lane to Heath."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The current entrance to the signallised pedestrian crossing will remain open, i.e. pedestrians from Prospect Manor will continue to use Prospect Heath to access the existing crossing. The provision of the short path from the rear of the bus-stop direct to the path in Prospect Heath will increase safety for bus users as they would not have to walk albeit the short distance along the road either back to the crossing or up to the main entrance. It is proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. It will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is not envisaged that the proposed arrangement will present a hazard. It is not envisaged that children will cross the road at the south bound bus stop any more than they currently may do for instance, at the existing entrance, which does not seem to present a problem to date. The proposed provision of a pedestrian swing gate should reduce the likelihood of children running straight onto the road at the bus-stop.” 
It was AGREED to take Motion 5 in the name of Councillor E. Coburn in conjunction with the above.
Bottom of Form
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MOTION (5): 







Item ID: 20823 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager outline what Road Safety Audit or actions will be taken to ensure safety of pedestrians crossing Stocking Lane from Prospect Manor at the proposed newly created cut through point rather than the traditional exit at the pedestrian crossing."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The current entrance to the signallised pedestrian crossing will remain open, i.e. pedestrians from Prospect Manor will continue to use Prospect Heath to access the existing crossing. The provision of the short path from the rear of the bus-stop direct to the path in Prospect Heath will increase safety for bus users as they would not have to walk albeit the short distance along the road either back to the crossing or up to the main entrance. It is proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. It will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is not envisaged that the proposed arrangement will present a hazard. It is not envisaged that children will cross the road at the south bound bus stop any more than they currently may do for instance, at the existing entrance, which does not seem to present a problem to date. The proposed provision of a pedestrian swing gate should reduce the likelihood of children running straight onto the road at the bus-stop.” 

It was AGREED to take Motion 5 in the name of Councillor E. Coburn in conjunction with the above It was AGREED to take Motion 5 in the name of Councillor E. Coburn in conjunction with the above Bottom of Form

It was AGREED to take Motion 6 in the name of Councillor C. Keane in conjunction with the above.

MOTION (6):







 Item ID: 20788 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee discuss the new proposed opening to service the Bus Stop adjacent to the Heath Prospect Manor."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge to Scholarstown Road.

The current location of the south bound bus-stop adjacent to Prospect Manor was determined by Dublin Bus in conjunction with the Gardai. SDCC considers the location to be satisfactory, given its proximity to the nearby signallised pedestrian crossing; hence neither Dublin Bus, An Gardai, nor SDCC recommends its relocation.

The current entrance to the signallised pedestrian crossing will remain open, i.e. pedestrians from Prospect Manor will continue to use Prospect Heath to access the existing crossing.

The proposed path from the back of the bus-stop to the existing footpath in Prospect Heath will improve safety for pedestrians from Prospect Manor who wish to use the Bus service. It is proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.

There would seem to be no reason to either move the bus-stop closer to the pedestrian crossing (attempting to cross the road near the rear of the bus could reduce sightlines for pedestrians wanting to cross the road), or to move it to the other side of the entrance to Prospect Manor (thereby increasing the distance to the signallised crossing), both suggestions thereby creating difficulties of their own which neither An Gardai, Dublin Bus nor SDCC support.

It is not envisaged that the proposed arrangement will present a hazard. It is not envisaged that children will cross the road at the south bound bus stop any more than they currently may do for instance, at the existing entrance, which does not seem to present a problem to date. The proposed provision of a pedestrian swing gate should reduce the likelihood of children running straight onto the road at the bus-stop. 

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. SDCC has been cognisant of the need to retain the rural characteristics of Stocking Lane and is of the view that unnecessary removal of trees and hedging at Prospect Manor will detract from this objective.”

Mr. S. Fagan, Senior Engineer, presented the reports.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, E. Coburn, and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Fagan responded to queries raised.  The reports were NOTED and it was AGREED to arrange a meeting with Dublin Bus, the Gardai and residents of Prospect Manor to discuss the location of the bus stop.
R/132/09  STREET LIGHTING MARIAN CRESCENT & ANNE DEVLIN DRIVE 

MOTION (3):







 Item ID: 20780 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
 "That the Manager give a report on the street lighting at the pathway between Marian Crescent and Anne Devlin Drive to take account.

1.     The trees in the small green area opposite house 59 Marian Crescent are blocking the light from the street light there and need to be cut back.

2.     The tree at 16 Anne Devlin Drive is also blocking the lamplight and needs to be cut back severely or cut down.

That this Council contact the ESB to request that they install another street light on the pole opposite 59 Marian Crescent pointing in the direction of Marian Crescent."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“In relation to items 1 and 2, Parks Dept. have been informed that the trees are blocking the light.Parks Dept. have responded that they are currently compiling the street tree pruning and removals programme for the winter period and these locations will be considered for inclusion.

It is the intention of the Public Lighting section to provide a new lighting installation for Marian Crescent subject to funding.”
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and C. Keane the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/133/09  M50 CONCESSIONS – MOTORWAY UPGRADE IN KNOCKLYON
MOTION (4): 







Item ID: 20813 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That this Committee expresses its great disappointment and annoyance with NRA, M50 Concessions and associated contractors, in how they have treated residents along the line of the motorway upgrade in Knocklyon."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The Council has had a number of meetings with the PPP company in relation to disturbances caused during the course of constrution of this scheme and indeed arranged for the PPP company to make a presentation to the committee members in relation to their works programme recently. Should the motion be passed the matter will be brought to the attention of the appropriate authorities.”
It was AGREED to take Motion 7 in the name of Councillor E. Coburn in conjunction with the above.

Bottom of Form

MOTION (7): 







Item ID: 20825 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager provide an updated report on the various meetings held with Residents and M50 Concessions Ltd and detail the outcomes of these meetings."

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Recent Liaison Meetings involving Residents of Orlagh/Airfield/Prospect Estates, M50 Concesssions Ltd and their Contractor (M50 D&C), SDCC’s Rep., Rathfarnham Area Counilors and the NRA’s Consulting Engineer’s Rep (Roughan & O’Donovan Consulting Engineers) have been held in order to discuss the M50 Upgrade Works and in particular the Residents concerns relating to;

1. noise disturbance arising from night works, 

2. traffic congestion arising in the morning peak 

3. installation of noise barriers 

4. removal of existing planting in the verges 

5. installation of sign gantries 

6. time frame for completion of works. 

Following discussion by the above mentioned parties of items 1-6 the up-to-date position is as follows;

1. M50CL agreed to have all heavy noisy works completed by 11pm and to undertake other less intrusive night works such as laying of macadam using a “low-noise work regime” in which the noise of working plant is surpressed. This approach appears to have worked satisfactorily and the road-works for Scholarstown Junction to Ballinteer Junction section are now substantially complete. Similar road-works between Scholarstown Junction and Tallaght (N81) Junction are scheduled to be substantially completed by 22nd Nov after which 3 traffic lanes will be available through the full extent of M50 mainline. 

2. The use of On/Off-Ramps at Scholarstown for queue jumping resulting in east-west traffic crossing over the M50 being blocked was raised with the Gardai who agreed to place a motor-cycle Garda at the Junction to discourage this activity. Following the addition of the third lane on the main M50 as mentioned above the congestion should significantly decrease as there will be a greater opportunity for traffic from the Ramps to merge into mainline traffic. 

3. Various discussions about noise barriers has resulted in the following. M50CL has confirmed that the barrier adjacent to Orlagh Ave is located as per the EIS and so will NOT be moved closer to House No 27. Residents also requested that the barriers to be provided adjacent to Orlagh Estate be erected as soon as possible. This has now been done. Residents at Castlefield Manor and Orlagh Lodge requested that their noise barriers have a similar finish on the inside as on the M50 side. This has been agreed by M50CL and this work will be undertaken shortly. M50CL will discuss the possibility of lowering the barrier adjacent to Prospect (as requested by Residents Reps due to diminished light) with the NRA only if ALL of the Prospect Residents provide written confirmation of this request. 

4. M50CL explained that trees planted in the verge had to be removed to enable installation of noise barriers in accordance with the M50 Upgrade Scheme EIS. M50CL has installed the barriers as close to the boundary walls as possible to reduce the potential for anti-social activity in the gap between the wall and barrier. Where there is adequate space outside the barrier the contract Landscaping Requirements call for “low canopy planting mix” which includes trees up to 2.5m in height. 

5. Residents expressed concerns about the visual impact of Gantries No 78 (adjacent to Orlagh) & No 81 (adjacent to Airpark) and the directional signs that would be erected on these. The Residents were informed that sign gantries have been located by M50CL in accordance with their Contract and the M50 Upgrade Scheme EIS. Subsequent to the Liaison Meeting of 29th Oct it has come to light that Gantries 78 & 81 are for VMS (Variable Message Signs) and not the large blue ADS (Advanced Directional Signs). The VMS signs are electronic display messages to inform motorists of accidents ahead, fog/snow, lane closures for maintenance, etc and these are compact signs which are generally contained within the dimensions of the main boom of the gantry. SDCC’s Rep undertook to discuss the resident’s concerns with the NRA with the view to mitigating the visual impact of the gantries. The NRA has indicated that they will consider the residents views and will examine the possibility of planting mature trees to screen the gantries. 

6. M50CL has indicated that they expect to have the main road-works for the 3rd lane on the main M50 substantially completed by 22nd Nov ’09, the N81 Junction Works substantially completed by mid-Dec ’09 and the Scholarstown Junction substantially completed by mid-Feb 2010. Remaining works such as landscaping are expected to be completed in the following month.” 

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, presented the reports.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, E. Coburn, C. Keane and P. Cosgrave, Mr. McLoughlin responded to queries raised.  The reports were NOTED and it was AGREED that a headed item would be presented to the December meeting in response to the issues raised.
Development & Parks
R/134/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 7-12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/135/09 PLANT NEW TREE AT 20 PROSPECT GROVE

QUESTION (7): Councillor P. Cosgrave  



Item ID: 20588 

"To ask the Manager to plant a new tree to replace the tree which was blown down two years ago at house 20 Prospect Grove?"

REPLY:
This location will be listed for planting under the tree planting programme for spring 2010.

Bottom of Form

R/136/09  TREE PRUNING AT 16/18 EDENBROOK DRIVE
QUESTION (8): Councillor P. Cosgrave 



 Item ID: 20591 

"To ask the Manager to have the large conifer tree tops cut back opposite houses 16 and 18 Edenbrook Drive?"

REPLY:
These trees opposite 16/18 Edenbrook Drive will be inspected by the Parks Supervisor for the area and any works considered necessary will be listed for action as part of the Arboricultural Programme which will be ongoing until March 2010.  

Bottom of Form

R/137/09 WHITECHURCH SHOPPING CENTRE 

QUESTION (9): Councillor C. Keane 



 Item ID: 20789 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the Whitechurch Shopping centre – re derelict site:-  I was informed on the 23rd March 2009 that “the Council has re-inspected the site since the works have been carried out and are of the opinion that the works carried out with regard to the car park are not sufficient and therefore the site remains in a derelict condition.   The procedure now is to ascertain the current market value for the site, which is being pursued by Development”

As far as I am aware no further work has been carried out at this location."

REPLY:
Whitechurch Shopping Centre was inspected by the Area Engineer on 22nd November, 2008.  The car park, foothpath and Unit 2 of the shopping centre were considered to be derelict within the definition contained in Section 3 of the Derelict Sites Act, 1990.  A Section 11 Notice was served on the owners on 16th January 2009, requesting that they repair the surface of the car park and replace the paving of the footpath to a good condition, and also requesting that Unit 2 be cleaned up and the façade painted. 

As all the works outlined in the Section 11 Notice were not completed, therefore a Section 8(2) Notice was sent to the registered owners advising them of the Council’s intention to enter the site onto the Derelict Sites Register and the owners were given 28 days to make representations in writing.  The owners of the site completed the outstanding works and a further inspection of the site was carried out by the Area Engineer on the 7th August, 2009 who deemed the site to be non derelict as all works outlined in the Section 11 Notice had been completed satisfactorily.

Bottom of Form

R/138/09 EXTRA TREES ADJACENT TO 45 WOODBROOK PARK/FIRHOUSE ROAD 

QUESTION (10): Councillor C. Keane 



 Item ID: 20791 

"To ask the Manager to include Firhouse road for 3 extra trees in the upcoming tree planting programme i.e. adjacent to 45 Woodbrook Park – Firhouse Road – this request in previously?"

REPLY:
Due to the extent of the established and maturing tree population in this general area of Rathfarnham and the increasingly large volume of requests for tree pruning and removals, the Parks Department is giving priority under the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme specifically to the maintenance and pruning of existing trees.  Consequently, a very minimal amount of tree planting will be undertaken next spring.  In this context, this request for tree planting adjacent to no. 45 Woodbrook Park, Firhouse Road will be put forward for consideration under the tree planting programme for spring 2010.

Bottom of Form

R/139/09 PLANTING AT NEW WALL TEMPLEROAN/BODEN DRVE 

QUESTION (11): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 19206 

"To ask the Manager to arrange for the planting of the area in front of the new wall built at Templeroan/Boden Drive (adjacent to the bus stop) as it is attracting grafitti and looks very bare"

(Location - The precise location is at the end of templeroan Dr and junction of Green Route)

REPLY:
Due to the extent of the established and maturing tree population in this general area of Rathfarnham and the increasingly large volume of requests for tree pruning and removals, the Parks Department is giving priority under the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme specifically to the maintenance and pruning of existing trees.  Consequently, a very minimal amount of planting will be undertaken next spring.  In this context, this request for planting of climbers on the wall at the end of Templeroan Drive will be put forward for consideration under the planting programme for spring 2010.

Bottom of Form

R/140/09 RATHFARNHAM CASTLE PLAYGROUND
QUESTION (12): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 20818 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the progress of works at Rathfarnham Castle playground?"

REPLY:
The Parks Department has and continues to work with local residents and Residents Associations to ensure that Rathfarnham Castle Park, and its features and facilities including the playground, function as a valued asset within the locality.  

The Parks Department has recently completed a major upgrade of the CCTV system to monitor activity in the playground particularly outside of park closing hours.  The upgrade included the installation of additional cameras with enhanced functionality which now gives complete coverage of the playground and the support lighting is now an infra-red system which significantly enhances the night-time vision of the cameras.  The CCTV system is linked to a remote monitoring centre.  Motion sensors in the playground activate the cameras and trigger an alarm in the monitoring centre which cause personnel to view the cameras and take a series of actions - voice over alert to people to leave the area via speakers adjacent to the playground, alert Parks Deparrtment emergency contact, and alert the Gardai if the need arises.  

The Parks Department has prepared a design and costing for the provision of toilet facilities at Rathfarnham Castle Park, which would serve both the playground and broader parkland area.  The estimated cost of providing the toilet facilities is approx. €40,000 including ancillary site and construction works.  The proposed facilities would be similar to those installed at the Willington entrance to Tymon Park and would be located within the courtyard complex adjacent to the Seismograph House with direct access from the main avenue and signposting from the playground.  The proposed location has been indicated to representatives of the Rathfarnham Castle Residents Association in discussions on this matter.  It was intendend to advance the installation of the toilets during 2009 but due to recent and further reductions in the Council’s budget, this work has been re-scheduled to 2010.  The Parks Department remain committed to giving this matter priority as early as possible in 2010 subject to the necessary budgetary provision.

In order to address issues of anti-social behaviour in Rathfarnham Castle Park, access gates to the park from Castleside Drive and from Woodlands are being locked at night outside of park opening hours.  The Parks Department is currently seeking quotations and specifications for the automation of these gates to enhance the opening hours of these gates to meet the needs of local park users.  Earlier this year, an agreement was reached in principle with the Residents Associations of Rathfarnham Castle and Rathfarnham Wood, as well as the OPW to seek the night-time closure of all access gates to Rathfarnham Castle Park.  The matter of closure of the entrance from Rathfarnham Woods will be addressed in the coming weeks in consultation with their Residents Association as an upgrade of the entrance is required to replace the existing anti-cycle gate with a secure and lockable gate which would be similarly automated as per the Castleside and Woodlands entrances.   The control of access from Rathfarnham Road and the car park is being addressed by the OPW under Planning application SD09A/0133.

Bottom of Form

R/141/09 New Works-  Proposed Programme of Arboricultural Works for Rathfarnham Electoral Area – 2009 / 2010.

HEADED ITEM (4):  






 Item ID: 20749 
Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Parks Superintendent, presented the following report:-
“Proposed Programme of Arboricultural Works for Rathfarnham Electoral Area – 2009 / 2010.
The Arboricultural Programme for 2009/2010 will be implemented between November 2009 and mid-March 2010.  

Due to the extent of the established and maturing tree population in the general area of Rathfarnham and the significantly large volume of requests for tree pruning and removals, the Parks Department is giving priority under the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme specifically to the maintenance and pruning of existing trees and to the thinning and/or removal of shrubberies on open spaces which are locations of anti-social activities and cause of anxiety and nuisance for the general public.  It is intended to concentrate on the entire street tree population in complete estates rather than on individual trees on individual streets. This approach has been the general practice in recent years and has the benefit of optimising the use of existing staff and equipment resources. 

It should therefore be noted that in some cases, requests for pruning of  individual trees in estates that are not included in this programme will be deferred to the next programme other than where works are required as a matter of urgency in the interests of public safety. The programme below does contain individual tree locations which are the subject of committments given to Elected Members as well as members of the public during the course of this year. 

Street Tree Planting
In the context of the above, a very minimal amount to tree planting will be undertaken next spring and it is intended to bring a proposed programme of tree planting to the meeting of the Area Committee in January 2010. 

Street Tree Pruning and Removals
Trees are pruned under the street tree pruning programme on a 'need to prune' system based on the following criteria:

· Pruning of lower branches from trees which have the potential to come   into contact with pedestrians. 

· Pruning of damaged, diseased or dead branches in keeping with good arboricultural practice.  

· Pruning of trees in proximity to street lighting, specifically trees that have been brought to our attention by the public and the Public Lighting Section.  

· Planned removal of street trees in association with the footpath maintenance programme where damage to pavements is arising. This is a significant problem in some areas and can be a contentious issue where some residents are opposed to the removal of trees.   

· Removal of dead, diseased or vandalised trees

Trees which have to be felled will in the first instance have their branches removed and the main trunk reduced to approx. one metre above ground level.  The remaining section of trunk reduces the risk of a trip hazard until such time as the removal is completed.  The removal of the remaining trunk involves the use of specialised stump grinding equipment and in most cases, the re-instatement of the grass verge.  In order to maintain progress with the pruning programme which is done during the dormant season, a portion of trunk will remain in place for a period after the works have been completed. A follow on programme of stump removals will take place commencing in early spring 2010.

Replacement trees will be planted where appropriate and subject to the availablity of resources in the following planting season.

Rathfarnham Electoral Area Tree Pruning List
	ESTATE
	TREE LOCATION

	Ashton 
	Ashton Grove

	 
	Ashton Avenue

	 
	22 Ashton Grove

	Ballyroan 
	8 Ballyroan Crescent

	 
	13 Ballyroan Crescent

	 
	38 Ballyroan Crescent

	 
	8  Ballyroan Heights

	 
	11 Ballyroan Park

	 
	130 Ballyroan Road

	Ballytore
	13 Ballytore Road

	 
	14 Ballytore Road

	Beaufort Downs
	Beaufort Downs 

	Beverly 
	Beverly Estates 

	 
	Beverly Downs 

	Boden Wood
	33 Boden Wood

	Castlefield 
	11/13 Castlefield Court

	 
	15 Castlefield Court

	 
	Castlefield Grove

	Castleside
	Castleside Drive

	Coolamber
	125 Coolamber Park

	Cremorne
	side of 84 Cremorne

	Dargle Wood
	rear of 37 Dargle Wood

	 
	rear & side  43 Dargle Wood

	Delaford Avenue
	rear 53 Delaford Avenue

	Dodder 
	2 & 8 Dodder Court

	 
	Dodder Park Grove

	Edenbrook Park
	9 to 11 Edenbrook Park

	Glenbrook Park
	26 Glenbrook Park

	 
	39 Glenbrook Park

	Glendoher 
	18 Glendoher Close

	 
	44 Glendoher Avenue

	 
	27 Glendoher Park

	 
	34 Glendoher Park

	Glenview
	Glenview Drive (end of cul de sac)

	Grange Manor Drive
	1 Grange Manor Drive

	Hermitage
	2-20 Hermitage Drive

	 
	3,5, 7 Hermitage Park

	 
	13 Hermitage Drive

	 
	24 Hermitage Grove

	Idrone 
	rear 32 Idrone Close

	 
	rear 36 Idrone Close

	 
	52 Idrone Drive

	 
	53 & 55 Idrone Park

	 
	61 Idrone Park

	Knockaire
	opposite 14  Knockaire

	 
	37 Knockaire

	 
	56 Knockaire

	 
	side of 55 Knockaire

	Knockcullen 
	18 Knockcullen Park

	Knocklyon
	opposite 25 Knocklyon Avenue

	 
	opposite 23 Knocklyon Avenue

	 
	7 Knocklyon Close

	 
	1 Knocklyon Court

	Lower Dodder Road
	67 Lower Dodder Road

	 
	68 Lower Dodder Road

	Mount Alton
	37 Mount Alton

	Moyville Lawn
	rear of 11 Moyville Lawn

	Orlagh
	Orlagh Estates

	Rathfarnham Wood
	106 Rathfarnham Wood

	Silverwood Road
	31 Silverwood Road

	Springvale
	43 Springvale

	St. Enda's Park
	24 St. Enda's Park

	Tibradden Drive
	9 Tibradden Drive

	Washington Park
	15 Washington Park

	Whitechurch
	102 Whitechurch Way

	Whitecliff
	137 Whitecliff


Rathfarnham Electoral Area Tree Removal List
	ESTATE
	TREE LOCATION

	Ashfield
	12 Ashfield, Templeogue

	Ashton Close
	35 Ashton Close

	Ballycullen Drive
	Ballycullen Drive (main drive)

	Barton 
	6 Barton Drive   

	 
	Opposite 76 Barton Drive

	 
	75 Barton Road Extension

	Beverly 
	20 Beverly Crescent

	 
	17 Beverly Lawns

	Brookvale
	side of 31A Brookvale Downs

	 
	20 Brookvale

	Butterfield Grove
	4 Butterfield Grove

	Castlefield 
	2 Castlefield Court

	 
	11-13 Castlefield Court

	Castleside Drive
	Castleside Drive

	Coolamber 
	104 Coolamber Park

	 
	72/73 Coolamber Park

	 
	68 Coolamber Park

	 
	104 Coolamber Park

	Dangan Park
	36 Dangan Park

	Dargle Wood
	rear & side 43 Dargle Wood

	Delaford
	Delaford Drive

	 
	17 Delaford Lawn

	 
	24 Delaford Park

	Dodder Park Road
	45 Dodder Park Road

	Fairways
	55 Fairways

	 
	76 Fairways

	Fonthill Park
	26 Fonthill Park

	Glenbrook 
	36 Glenbrook Park

	 
	54 Glenbrook Park

	Glendoher
	8 Glendoher Avenue

	 
	30 Glendoher Close

	 
	34 Glendoher Drive

	 
	14 Glendoher Park

	Glenvara Park
	200 Glenvara Park

	Hermitage
	2 Hermitage Drive

	 
	3, 5 Hermitage Court

	 
	27 Hermitage Drive

	 
	23 Hermitage Grove

	 
	11, 15, 27, 29, 37, 47 Hermitage Drive

	 
	30 Hermitage Lawn

	 
	30 Hermitage Grove

	 
	23 Hermitage Park

	Idrone
	61 Idrone Park

	Knockaire
	33 Knockaire

	 
	2 & 4 Knockaire

	Knockcullen 
	66 Knockcullen Drive

	 
	23 Knockcullen Park

	 
	9 Knockcullen Rise

	Knocklyon 
	17 Knocklyon Heights

	Lansdowne 
	30 Lansdowne Park

	Mount Alton
	opposite 2 Mount Alton

	 
	17 Mount Alton

	Orlagh 
	44 Orlagh Park

	Silverwood 
	31, 35, 44 Silverwood Road

	St. Enda's Park
	25 St. Enda's Park

	Templeroan Park
	32 Templeroan Park

	Tibradden Drive
	9 Tibradden Drive

	Westbourne Lodge
	85 Westbourne Lodge

	Willbrook Estate
	42 Willbrook Estate


Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, C. Keane, J. Lahart and E. Coburn, Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/142/09 Correspondence
CORRESPONDENCE (2):  





 Item ID: 20750 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/143/09 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (8) 







   Item ID: 20832 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/144/09 TOILET FACILITIES AT RATHFARNHAM CASTLE PLAYGROUND 

MOTION (9):







  Item ID: 20699 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:-
"That this Committee recommends that toilet facilities be provided at Rathfarnham Castle Playground immediately - this is an emergency health and safety issue."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Parks Department has prepared a design and costing for the provision of toilet facilities at Rathfarnham Castle Park, which would serve both the playground and broader parkland area.  The estimated cost of providing the toilet facilites is approx. €40,000 including ancillary site and construction works.  The proposed facilities would be similar to those installed at the Willington entrance to Tymon Park and would be located within the courtyard complex adjacent to the Seismograph House with direct access from the main avenue and signposting from the playground.  The proposed location has been indicated to representatives of the Rathfarnham Castle Residents Association in discussions on this matter.  It was intended to advance the installation of the toilets during 2009 but due to recent and further reductions in the Council’s budget, this work has been re-scheduled to 2010.  The Parks Department remain committed to giving this matter priority as early as possible in 2010 subject to the necessary budgetary provision.”

Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Parks Superintendent, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane and P. Cosgrave, Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/145/09 COMMUNITY GARDEN, WILLBROOK PARK
MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 20814 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager update members on progress made regarding Willbrook Park, Rathfarnham and the idea of a Community Garden."

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“A community garden is a single piece of land gardened collectively by a group of people.  The concept is particularly favoured in the United States and Canada, with a strong presence in Australia and New Zealand as well.  Community gardening is generally distinct from allotment gardening in that allotments are plots of land rented by local authorities or other public bodies to individuals for their cultivation.  The upkeep of the allotment is usually the responsibility of the individual plot holders.  The community garden movement is of more recent provenance with many such gardens built on patches of derelict land, waste ground or land owned by a local authority or a private landlord that is not being used for any purpose. A community garden is typically run by formal agreement with the landowner by people from the local community as an independent, non-profit organisation.  There are many different organisational models in use for community gardens. The majority are gardened collectively, with members of a local community working together in a communal fashion, although some models have both "common areas" with shared upkeep and individual/family plots.  Like traditional public parks, most community gardens are open to the public, and provide green space in urban areas for growing both food produce and ornamental plants, along with opportunities for social gatherings, neighbourhood improvement, education and recreation.  The key difference is that a community garden is managed and maintained with the active participation of the local community who assume direct responsibility for its planting, landscaping and upkeep themselves, rather than it being tended by a professional staff.

With regard to the area of land to the rear of Willbrook Park, the location is considered suitable in principle to the concept of a community garden. However, as community gardens are of relatively recent provenance in an Irish context, the Council is currently exploring the possible structures, legal issues and practicalities under which the idea could be progressed.” 
Following a contribution from Councillor J. Lahart, the report was NOTED.
R/146/09 LARGE TREES BETWEEN ORLAGH DOWNS AND WOODFIELD ESTATE 

MOTION (11): 







Item ID: 20790 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That this Committee discusses the ‘problem’ of the large trees between Orlagh Downs and Woodfield estate and advise on how best to move forward to have this issue resolved – i.e. trees pruned and unsafe removed before they fall and cause serious damage -this area is not in charge of SDCC but ‘nobody’ is taking responsibility."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The strip of land between Orlagh Downs and Woodfield estates is not in Council ownership.  A search was recently undertaken by the Council’s Development Department with the Land Registry office to determine land ownership.  This search has revealed that a townland boundary runs between these two estates and that folios relating to property ownership on either side of the townland boundary meet along the line of this townland boundary.  

The conclusion therefore is that there is no land between Woodfield and Orlagh that is not under ownership. While the location of the rear boundaries of the properties in both Orlagh Downs and Woodfield may not reflect this situation on the ground, it would appear that responsibility for the strip of land between the two estates rests with the individual property holders within the Orlagh and Woodfield estates.  

In this context, it is matter for the relevant property owners to individually clarify the extent of their property ownership with Land Registry and take such measures as they consider necessary, either individually or collectively by agreement in relation to the upkeep of the strip of land in question.  With specific regard to the trees within the strip of land, these are located on private lands and are therefore the responsibility of the relevant landowners and outside the remit of the Council.   

The owners of the lands, on which the trees are standing, have a duty of care for the management and maintenance of the trees. 

A useful reference for persons involved with this matter would be 

"Trees, Forests and the Law in Ireland" by McHugh and Gallagher, published by COFORD, 2005. ISBN 1902696425”

Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Parks Superintendent, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, J. Lahart and E. Coburn, Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

Planning
R/147/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/148/09  Planning Files

HEADED ITEM (5):   






Item ID: 20751 

A. Large applications under consideration
List of live applications at 3/11/2009 – Director of Planning Level

Rathfarnham Area

Reg. Ref.               Application Details 

	SD09A/0372
	Reg. Date:

18-Sep-2009
Applicant’s Name:

Fr. Jimmy Murray P.P
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Ballyboden St Enda's GAA Club, Sancta Maria College, Rathfarnman, Dublin 16
Proposed Development:

The construction of a 3475 sq.m demountable prefabricated 30 classrooms and ancillary rooms 2-storey school building to the northern side of the Prunty Pitch for a temporary period of 2 years from the issue of the commencement notice. This temporary building is required to accommodate St Colmcille's Senior School Students during the construction of the main school building applied for under Register Register SD09A/0304. The proposal will necessitate accessing and exiting the grounds through the GAA Club's entrance on the green route beginning at 8 a.m on school opening days. There are protected structures within the curtilage of this property.
Decision Due on or before:

12-Nov-2009



B. Files requested by members

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

R/149/09 REPORT ON TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES

HEADED ITEM (6):  






 Item ID: 20794 
“REPORT ON TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES
No. of Houses          Estate 



  Location        Developer
                            Works Outstanding                                                                                                                     

A           ESTATES TAKEN IN CHARGE IN 2009
            7              Barton Avenue (The Beeches)              Rathfarnham  John J. McDonald Ltd.

                            Taken in Charge 15/07/2009

H           PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS (NOT TO BE TAKEN IN CHARGE)
          70              Airpark - Stocking Lane                       Rathfarnham  Glan Develeopments

                            Private development not to be taken in charge. 

                            Management Agreement submitted.  List of 

                            remedial works outstanding prepared and issued

                             works almost complete.  "As Constructed 

                            Drawings" and Drainage Survey received and 

                            being checked.

          18              Edenbrook Manor                                  Rathfarnham  Clayworth

                            Outstanding issues regarding Management 

                            Agreement.  Negotiations ongoing between 

                            developer and residents in relation to control

                            of open space in development.

          12              Everton House                                      Ballyboden      Mr. J. Kennedy

                            Apartments. Private development construction 

                           complete. Not to be taken in charge.”
Mr. T. Shanahan, Administrative Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and C. Keane, Mr. Shanahan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/150/09 ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS AT LORETO ABBEY

HEADED ITEM (7):  






 Item ID: 20816 
Mr. M. Judge, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:-

“ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS AT LORETO ABBEY
The following report, which has already been circulated to members, is the current position regarding the various matters at Loreto Abbey

Flooding in Carpark – Condition 11
Agents for the developer submitted revised proposals for remedial works to the Council on 16th October last. These were examined by Environmental Services department, and are acceptable subject to some conditions. A response issued to the developer’s agents on Tuesday, 27th October requesting a timetable for implementation.

As an implementation timetable has not been received Enforcement notices issued on 4th November to Riversmith Ltd., and Lozeto Ltd. requiring the following:

….. on/ before 19th November 2009 that the works proposed in the submission to the Planning Authority dated 16th October 2009 and as amended by the Council’s Senior Engineer in his report dated 27th October 2009 (copy attached) commence.
 AND within the specified period commencing 19th November 2009 and ending 26th January 2010 that the works proposed in the submission to the Planning Authority dated 16th October 2009 and as modified by the Council’s Senior Engineer in his report dated 27th October 2009 (copy attached) be carried out and completed
As one of these companies, Riversmith Ltd., is now in receivership, a copy of the notice has been sent to the receiver William G. O’Riordan, of Price, Waterhouse, Coopers

 Bond of €4,000,000 – Condition 4
In response to a proposal from the developer’s agent to reduce the bond to €500,000, the Council has requested an extension of the bond for four years, in the sum of €1,000,000.

This matter has been brought to the receiver’s attention.

Landscaping/Trees – Condition 20
Condition 20 of the original permission refers, and this states

Prior to commencement of development, a landscaping scheme shall be
submitted to the planning authority for agreement. This scheme shall include
details of all existing trees and hedgerows on the site, specifying those proposed
for retention, together with measures for their protection during the period in
which the development is carried out. The site shall be landscaped in accordance
with the agreed scheme, which shall also include a timescale for implementation
A landscape plan was submitted in 2002, and was unacceptable to the Parks Department for the following reasons:

“First, no information has been provided on the measures to be used for the protection of trees and hedgerows to be retained during the development.
 Second, the landscape scheme by Tully Nurseries is not satisfactory, as a Detailed Landscape Plan is required.  This plan is to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department.”
This information was not formally conveyed to the developers’ agent until 22nd October last.

In a written and verbal response, ‘the developers’ agent has stated that in view of the time that has elapsed it is unreasonable to pursue this matter now, and that if there are any outstanding issues in this regard, they are a matter of maintenance, and are the responsibility of the management company. 

It is unlikely that any planning enforcement action would be appropriate on this matter, but Parks department is dealing with the management company on aspects of the landscaping and tree maintenance.”

Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, C. Keane and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Judge responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/151/09 NEW WORKS -  FIRE AT Bolton Hall

HEADED ITEM (8):  






 Item ID: 20752 
Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner, presented the following report:-

“Re: Fire at Bolton Hall.
Bolton Hall was damaged by fire on Thursday 29th October 2009. The property is a protected structure in private ownership. The planning history in relation to the protected structure is set out below. It is important to emphasise that the site and structure are in private ownership and that South Dublin County Council must operate within the relevant legislation. 

Following a number complaints in relation to unauthorized access to Bolton Hall, a Warning Letter was issued to the owners on the 4th July 2008 informing them of their obligations under the Planning and Development Act 2000 in relation to safeguarding of the Protected Structure under Section 58 (1) which states that “owner and each occupier shall, to the extent consistent with the rights and obligations arising out of their respective interests in a protected structure or a proposed protected structure, ensure the structure, or any element of it which contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest is not endangered”. As Bolton Hall is under private ownership the Warning Letter detailed their obligation under the Act as detailed above. 
The owners were given a two week period from the date of the letter to reply in writing or contact the Council’s Conservation Officer to discuss security issues on site and proposed steps required. As no reply was received during that period a Section 59 Endangerment Notice under Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000 was served. 

The Section 59 Endangerment Notice which was served on the owners of Bolton Hall on the 18th July 2008 requested that the following shall be carried out: 
“Review the current security situation and submit details to the Planning Authority for the proposed works to secure the structure from intruders. Measures shall include:
a)     Secure all entry points onto the site of the Protected Structure and lock all gates.     Ensure that the house and outbuildings are fully secure and that all openings are kept locked and secure at all times
b)    Employ a security company to include the premises on a regular daily and nightly check to make the public aware that the premises are monitored
c)   Replace all broken window panes where damage has occurred. 
All works shall be undertaken in accordance with best conservation practice, have a reversible impact and not cause undue permanent harm to the existing fabric of the building.” 

A letter was received from the owners on 23rd July 2008 stating that “the property has been boarded up to avoid malicious damage been caused to both the windows and the internal fabric of the prior to commencing the development.” 

The owners also stated that “they were concerned that the building is an easy target for vandalism and anti-social behaviour if they did not take this appropriate course of action”.  Another letter was received from the owners on the 29th July ’08 in response to the Section 59 Notice.  The letter states that “South Dublin County Council are requesting additional security is put in place.  We are currently obtaining quotations from various security companies to provide a monitoring service at regular intervals.  We would like to discuss this further to agree the Schedule of Work”.   

In response the owners were advised that contact be made with the Council’s Conservation Officer to discuss the security measures as required. A representative of the owners confirmed that he had engaged a security firm to carry out periodic checks of Bolton Hall.  He also confirmed that the windows were boarded up and following a site visit by the owners that week he would provide an update of the situation.  A letter dated the 17th September ’08 was received stating that an inspection was carried out and that they could confirm there were no signs of vandalism and that the site is being monitored on a weekly basis to ensure that the site is secure. 

Following on from the above correspondences the Council’s Conservation Officer contacted the owners representative by phone on 5/11/08 to obtain a full update of the situation.  The Conservation Officer confirmed that a formal response was required detailing how the owners of Bolton Hall has dealt with the items/issues detailed in the Section 59 Notice.  A letter was received on 2nd December ’08 confirming the following details:

1. The gates to Bolton Hall are padlocked at all times.  The padlock was vandalized  by local youths.  The padlock was replaced with another higher security padlock and chain. 

2. All windows and doors are boarded from the inside to provide security while not detracting from the “look” of the building. 

3. The site is monitored by our own employees on a regular basis.  We feel this is the only way to ensure the site is monitored to a satisfactory level. 

4. The Insurance Company who insure the site carried out a site inspection and assessment.  They have confirmed that we have taken all the precautions we can in relation to mitigating the risk to the building and site.  

It was considered at this time that the owners had acted positively following to the Section 59 Endangerment Notice and had carried out the necessary steps to address the works considered necessary as per the notice.  The Conservation Officer deemed that a satisfactory response had been made to the Section 59 Endangerment Notice. 

However, following further complaints of unauthorized access to Bolton Hall the Conservation Officer contacted the owners in November 2008 seeking that further details in relation to the ongoing security and monitoring of the site be submitted to the local authority in order to ascertain if an increased level of monitoring would be necessary and to confirm that the site was being kept secure at all times.

Further complaints were received by the local authority that the site was being accessed by unauthorized persons. Two members of planning staff visited the site on 07/04/09. A full inspection of the grounds was carried out. A report was prepared following the visit by the staff which states: 

“The main entrance gate to Bolton Hall is secured by a heavy chain link lock, the ground floor windows and doors to Bolton Hall are secured by timber boarding, the gate from the front site of Bolton Hall to the walled garden is secured by a chain link lock, and the access from the rear site of Bolton Hall to the coach and outbuildings is secured by the placement of part of a heavy portion of original railing in front of the access. There were no visible signs that the site has been accessed on a regular basis or that damage was being done to the property.”

The securing and protection of the site and structure is a matter for the land owner, in the first instance, as Bolton Hall is private property. Following the damage caused by the fire in Thursday 29th October the structure has been assessed by staff from the Councils Architects and Planning Departments.

The Council’s Conservation officer attended a site meeting on Wednesday 4th November 2009 with a representative of the owners to inspect the structure and ascertain the necessary safety works to ensure the safeguarding of the structure.  Following the site meeting the Council’s Conservation officer recommended that immediate action was required in terms of making the structure safe, protecting the structure from further damage and securing the site.  Therefore it was recommended that a Section 59 Endangerment Notice be served on the owners of Bolton Hall to ensure the structure and the site are made secure and that the structure is protected from the elements. A Section 59 Notice was issued on Friday 6th November 2009 detailing the specific works required by the owner under the Notice.

 

Works required: 
1. Review the current security situation and submit details to the Planning Authority for the proposed works to secure the structure from intruders. Measures shall include:-

a)      Secure the front entrance gate into the front site of the Protected Structure

b)      Secure all entry points into the building with appropriate block work; a ground floor opening should be sealed with secure steel sheeting to allow continual access into the building for further surveys and inspections.

c)      Erect a temporary roof structure/cover to protect the existing fabric of the structure and also protected against water ingress and subsequent weathering of the exposed wall plates and to secure the structural stability of the chimneystacks.  The proposed temporary roof structure/cover shall be metal sheets seared to an appropriately designed metal framework or suitable alternative.  It shall be demonstrated that the temporary roof structure/cover will not undermine the structural integrity of the building. 

d)     Submit a statement detailing that the external envelope of the structure is preserved and immediate stability of the structure is secured. 

All of the above works shall be approved by the Planning Authority prior to their implementation.  All works shall be undertaken in accordance with best conservation practice, have a reversible impact and not cause undue permanent harm to the existing fabric of the building. 
Under the provisions of the Planning and Development Act the owner may within a 4 week period from the date of the notice make a written representation to the Planning Authority concerning:

a)    The terms of the Notice
b)    The provision of assistance under Section 59 (2) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)
c)    Any other material considerations 

The owners are then required to carry out the remedial works necessary to prevent Bolton Hall from becoming or continuing to be endangered to be carried out within a specified period of not less than 8 weeks from the date of the notice.  Once the necessary remedial works to safeguard the structure and secure the site are carried out a further assessment will then be made in terms of the appropriate restoration and reinstatement works required by the owners of Bolton Hall.”
Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, J. Lahart, E. Coburn and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Ryan responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report on the matter to the December meeting of the Committee.
Bottom of Form

R/152/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (3):   





Item ID: 20753 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/153/09 Cathaoirleach's Business
MOTION (12):   







Item ID: 20807 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Housing

R/154/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/155/09 Report on Housing Construction Programme

HEADED ITEM (9):  






Item ID: 20754 
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-

“Report on Housing Construction Programme

COMPLETIONS 2008                      NUMBER OF UNITS
Whitechurch Phase 4                        26 Units handed over.

COMPLETIONS 2009                      NUMBER OF UNITS
 Whitechurch Phase 5         
      7 Units 

 Whitechurch Phase 4          
      3 Units & Community Centre 

  

SCHEMES ON SITE                        
College Drive (Part V)                        23 Units - Anticipated Completion date 4th Quarter           2009

Stocking Lane

(Part V-Voluntary Units)                       40 Units - 20 ground floor apartments and 20 first floor / second floor apartments.

                                                          Anticipated handover date - 4th Quarter 2009

PART 8 PROCESS
Taylors Lane                                        9 Units - Scheme not to proceed to tender in 2009 due to funding constraints.

Stocking Lane (Phase 1)                        24 Units – Project brief submitted to D.O.E for approval August 2008

TENDER APPROVED                            N/A”
R/156/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (10): 






 Item ID: 20755 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/157/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (4): 





 Item ID: 20756 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/158/09 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (13):  







Item ID: 20806 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Community

R/159/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/160/09 Application for Grants
HEADED ITEM (11): 






 Item ID: 20757 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/161/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (12): 






 Item ID: 20758 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/162/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (5):  





Item ID: 20759 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/163/09 Cathaoirleach's Business 
MOTION (14): 







 Item ID: 20804 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Corporate Services & Libraries

R/164/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

R/165/09 Library News & Events

HEADED ITEM (13):  






Item ID: 20760 
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-

“November 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan


	Irish Class
	Mondays from 6.45pm

	
	English Class
	Tuesdays from 10am – 12noon

	
	German Class
	Wednesdays at 11am



	
	Storytime
	Wednesdays at 3.30pm

	
	Intermediate Spanish
	Wednesdays at 6.45pm

	
	Writer’s group
	Thursdays at 10.30am

	
	Beginner’s Spanish
	Thursdays from 3.30pm - 5pm

	
	French Class 


	Thursdays at 7pm

	
	Chess club
	Saturdays at 10.30am



	
	U3A - University of the Third Age
	Monday 2nd & 30th November at 10.30am

	
	Extend Exercise Group 
	Monday 9th, 16th & 23rd November at 10.30am

	
	Butterfield Resident Association AGM
	Monday 9th November at 8pm

	
	Science Week Events
Anyone for Science –Deep Sea Diving event
	Monday 9th & Friday 13th November at 9.45am

	
	Junior Book Club
	Monday 9th November at 3.30pm

	
	Reader’s group
	Tuesday 10th November at 7pm

	
	Science Week Events
Science of the Circus 
	Wednesday 11th November at 10am, 11.45am, & 3.30pm

	
	SDCC Development Plan Consultation 
	Wednesday 11th from 6pm - 8pm

	
	Beaver’s Library Tour 
	Thursday 19th November at 6.30pm


For further information contact 4941900 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
November 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght


	Computer Classes
	Mondays from 11am – 1pm

	
	Polish for Beginners
	Mondays from 6.30 – 7.30pm

	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm

	
	Storytime for Children
	Tuesdays at 3.30pm



	
	Spanish Classes
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	English Conversation Group
	Wednesdays

Beginner; 5.30 – 6.30pm

Intermediate 6.45 – 7.45pm

	
	Toddler Time
	Wednesdays at 10.30am



	
	Computer Classes
	Wednesdays from 6pm – 8pm

	
	Exhibition:

“Weird Science” - Science Month Exhibition
	2nd – 14th November



	
	Exhibitions:

South Dublin County Council Draft County Development Plan  2010 – 2016 
	2nd – 30th November



	
	An Exhibition: An Leabhar Mor” 
	2nd – 30th November



	
	Writing Workshop 

with Aine Ni Ghloinn

Foras na Gaeilge Residency with children from local Gael Scoil Eanna.  Class Booking
	2nd, 3rd, 4th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 30th November from 10am – 1pm

	
	Adult Book Club 

Booking Essential
	Tuesday 3rd November from 6.45pm – 7.45pm

	
	Science Week

Animal Magic Workshops

Class Visits
	Friday 6th November from 10am – 11am & 11.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Teen Film Club

Are You aged 12-15? Join the new Teen Film Club 

Booking Essential
	Saturday 7th November, 1.30pm

	
	Science Week

Display with Engineers from ITT
	Tuesday 10th November

	
	Science Week

Acid Base Painting with 1st/2nd class.  1 class visit – booking essential.
	Wednesday 11th November from 11.45am – 12.45pm



	
	Polish Storytime for 

Children 

W  kazda 2-a srode miesiaca zapraszamy zytanie

  dzytanie

POLSKICH  BASNI 
	Wednesday 11th November at 5pm

	
	Junior Book Club 

Booking Essential
	Saturday 14th & 28th November at 11.30am

	
	Photographic Exhibition 

by Tallaght Camera Club
	16th – 28th November

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture title to be confirmed.

All Welcome
	Thursday 19th November at 7pm.  Committee Meeting, followed by lecture at 8pm.

	
	South Dublin County Council Draft County Development Plan 2010-2016 Public Consultation Evening
	Wednesday 25th November at 6pm – 8pm

	
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library

Featuring “The Night of the Hunter” Directed by Charles Laughton
	Thursday 26th November at 7pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
November 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Make Up and Beauty course


	Mondays from 10am – 11.15am

	
	Special Needs Music Group


	Mondays from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Counselling

	Mondays by appointment

	
	Women’s Arts and Crafts


	Mondays from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Leapfrog 1:  Lifeskills and Learning
	Mondays from 2.45pm – 3.45pm

	
	Women’s Group


	Mondays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Artists Way
	Mondays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Community Healing 
	Mondays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Jobseekers’ Support Programme
	Tuesdays from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Computer training


	Tuesdays from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Counselling

	Tuesdays by appointment

	
	Parent/toddler Arts and Crafts
	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm

	
	Mixed Media Art


	Tuesdays from 2.30pm – 4.30pm

	
	Community Healing 


	Tuesdays from 10am – 1pm

	
	ECDL


	Tuesdays from 8pm – 9pm

	
	Italian


	Tuesdays from 7pm – 8pm

	
	FLAC

	Every 2nd Tuesday from 7.15pm

	
	Special Needs Meeting


	Tuesdays from 6.15pm – 7.15pm

	
	FETAC V Healthcare Support

-  Intellectual Disability Studies

-  Care of the Elderly
	Wednesdays from 10am – 2pm

	
	French


	Wednesdays from 2pm – 3pm

	
	Leapfrog 2:  After school support
	Wednesdays from 2.45pm – 4.30pm

	
	Community Healing


	Wednesdays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Counselling 


	Wednesdays by appointment

	
	Special Needs Group


	Thursdays from 10.30am – 12.30am

	
	Photography Group 
	1st/3rd Thursday from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Social History Group


	Thursdays from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computers for Senior Citizens
	Thursdays from 2pm – 3pm

	
	Counsellor available
	Thursdays by appointment

	
	Oil Painting
	Thursdays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Spanish
	Thursdays from 6.45pm – 7.45pm

	
	Introduction to sign language
	Thursdays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Music Lessons


	Thursdays from 5pm – 8pm

	
	Special Needs Learning Group 3:  Arts and Crafts
	Fridays from 11.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Book Club
	Last Friday of every month from 12noon – 1pm

	
	MABS (by appt) 


	Fridays from 10am – 1pm

	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Fridays from 2pm – 3pm



	
	Leapfrog 3: Brainboosters after school club
	Fridays from 2.45pm – 4.30pm

	
	Family Support Group


	Fridays from 2.30pm - 4.30pm

	
	Counselling
	Fridays by appointment




For more information contact 493 0199 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie”
R/166/09 New Works
HEADED ITEM (14): 






Item ID: 20761 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/167/09 CorrespondencE
CORRESPONDENCE (6):






  Item ID: 20762 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/168/09 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (15): 







 Item ID: 20805 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Environment

R/169/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 13-15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/170/09 BOHERBOY WATER SCHEME – PROSPECT MANOR PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
QUESTION (13): Councillor E. Coburn



  Item ID: 20824 

"To ask the Manager to provide an update on the current works in Prospect Manor resulting from the Boherboy Water Scheme and to detail when the pedestrian bridge will be re-opened?"

REPLY:
Substantial reinstatement work on the Boherboy Water Scheme as it goes through Prospect Manor Estate has been completed by the contractor.  This work includes the grass reinstatement through the green area at the entrance to the estate off Stocking Lane and the blacktop reinstatement of the roads through the estate including the link road between Prospect Manor Drive and Meadows and Prospect Manor Avenue.  The only outstanding reinstatement work to be completed is the grassed area between Prospect Manor Avenue and the Owendoher River and footbridge.  

This reinstatement is dependent of the completion of work on safety rails from the footbridge up the hill for a short distance and across the Springvale Estate.  The safety rail subcontractor is on site at the moment putting in the foundations for the rails these rails should be erected and in place by weekending 7th November, 2009. Next week the footpath down to the footbridge from Prospect Manor Avenue will be blacktopped and the grass reinstated thus completing all reinstatement in Prospect Manor Estate by the 14th November, 2009.  All of this work is weather dependent.  

The footbridge will be officially opened to the public by Saturday 14th November, 2009.

Bottom of Form

R/171/09 REGISTERING FOR NEW BIN SYSTEM 

QUESTION (14): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 20820 

"To ask the Manager what a customer who has not yet registered for the new bin system has to do to become part of the system?"

REPLY:
The Advanced Credit System for Refuse Collection went live on 19th October 2009 and is currently rolled out to approximately 6,000 Customers. The system is proving to be a success though credit purchase is understandably slow to take off as customers use up remaining tags.

The Phased Roll out will see the new system being made available to 20,000 further customers on a fortnightly basis with all customers in receipt of their cards by mid December. Information is available to customers in relation to when their areas go live  and general information on the system on the Council's website.

All Customers that have had their bins registered will have received confirmation of this. An Customer that wishes to have their bin registered should contact the Environmental Services Department immediately and arrangements will be made to their bin is registered. A Waste Charges Card will then be issued to them in advance fo thier route going live.

Bottom of Form

R/172/09 ROLL OUT OF BROWN BIN  

QUESTION (15): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 20821 

"To ask the Manager when he anticipates rolling out the brown bin?"
REPLY:
The Brown Bin scheme has been under discussion with Unions for some time and plans are now being advanced for the introduction of the service as soon as is possible.

It is envisaged that the service will be fully rolled out to all Customers within the first quarter 2010. This is essential to allow the Council to be compliant with national targets for the diversion of bio-degradable waste from landfill by the deadline date of July 2010.

Councillors will be advised of the roll out arrangements and service details in the coming weeks.

Bottom of Form

R/173/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (15) 






 Item ID: 20763 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/174/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (7) 






Item ID: 20764 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/175/09 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (16): 







Item ID: 20590 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager give a report on when will the footbridge at Prospect Manor be reopened."

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“Substantial reinstatement work on the Boherboy Water Scheme as it goes through Prospect Manor Estate has been completed by the contractor.  This work includes the grass reinstatement through the green area at the entrance to the estate off Stocking Lane and the blacktop reinstatement of the roads through the estate including the link road between Prospect Manor Drive and Meadows and Prospect Manor Avenue. The only outstanding reinstatement work to be completed is the grassed area between Prospect Manor Avenue and the Owendoher River and footbridge.  

This reinstatement is dependent of the completion of work on safety rails from the footbridge up the hill for a short distance and across the Springvale Estate.  The safety rail subcontractor is on site at the moment putting in the foundations for the rails these rails should be erected and in place by weekending 7th November, 2009. Next week the footpath down to the footbridge from Prospect Manor Avenue will be blacktopped and the grass reinstated thus completing all reinstatement in Prospect Manor Estate by the 14th November, 2009.  All of this work is weather dependent.  

The footbridge will be officially opened to the public by Saturday 14th November, 2009.”
Bottom of Form

R/176/09 BOHERBOY CONTRACTORS 

MOTION (17): 







  Item ID: 20817 

The following report in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED.
"That the Manager confirms he is satisfied with the reinstatement quality of the work carried out by Boherboy Contractors."

The meeting concluded at 5.40 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach  
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