COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL 
Monday 14th December, 2009.

Headed Item No. 9
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION pROCEDURE UNDER PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT Acts, 2000 -2008 AND Part 8 of THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2008.

PROPOSAL To Construct a new bridge on the grand canal at lynches lane, all on lands in the townland of grange. The works will form part of a proposed pedestrian and cycle route between the grand canal, adamstown and griffeen avenue. 
The following report was noted at the Lucan/Clondalkin area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 1st December, 2009. 

“REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION pROCEDURE UNDER PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT Acts, 2000 -2008 AND Part 8 of THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – 2008 FOR THE PROPOSAL To Construct a new bridge on the grand canal at lynches lane, all on lands in the townland of grange. The works will form part of a proposed pedestrian and cycle route between the grand canal, adamstown and griffeen avenue. 

tHE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT COMPRISES:

(a) Construction of a bridge on the Grand Canal. This bridge will comprise either an openable bridge at Canal level, subject to agreement with the appropriate authorities or a bridge set above Canal level (particulars of both bridges shown); and

(b) All associated works and modifications to existing landscaping and services. 

Public Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Times on Saturday 26th September 2009 in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. Plans and particulars of the proposed works were displayed in the Council’s offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin and at Lucan Library from 28th September to 9th November 2009. The closing date for receipt of submissions and observations dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area was 5 p.m. on 23rd November 2009. 

Eight submissions were received as follows:
1. Department of Transport

2. Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

3. Waterways Ireland

4. Concerned Residents of The Grange 

5. Eastern Regional Fisheries Board
6. The Finnstown Input Group

7. Lucan Planning Council 

8. National Parks and Wildlife Service
A summary of the issues raised in submissions and observations, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development would be situated, is outlined below: 
1. Submission from Department of Transport 

The submission acknowledges receipt of notification. 

Councils Response

No response.
2. 
Submission from Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 

The submission acknowledges receipt of notification. 

Councils Response

No response.
3. 
Submission from Waterways Ireland

Waterways Ireland operates and maintains the Grand Canal including this area. 

Waterways Ireland met with South Dublin County Council to discuss this proposal at an earlier stage. 

Waterways Ireland welcomes increased use of the canal and its towpaths. However, agreement will be required for the construction and operation of the proposed bridge. 

In general, the proposals should ensure the best positive impact for all canal & towpath users, and in particular the bridge design will need to allow adequate air draft and channel width for boating and maintenance traffic. 

Please ensure that further consultation takes place as designs progress to the detailed stage, in order to develop the agreements as outlined. 

Councils Response

South Dublin County Council has met with representatives of Waterways Ireland in August and September 2009 and discussed proposals for a bridge at this location. 
Options under discussion include the openable bridge at canal level and a high level bridge set above the canal. South Dublin County Council has commissioned a feasibility study that will compare both bridge options. This will be presented to Waterways Ireland upon completion, so that both options can be fully considered. 

South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with Waterways Ireland in relation to the bridge options and the final design will be subject to agreement with Waterways Ireland.
4.
Submission from Beverley Power c/o Lock Cottage, The Grange, Lucan, on behalf of Concerned Residents of Grange Lucan
The Council have not yet released the EIS for upgrading of the R120. We draw your attention to a route option for the R120 upgrade that shows a bridge adjacent to the location of the bridge proposed in this Part VIII. The R120 upgrade bridge would potentially duplicate the functionality of the proposed bridge, wasting taxpayer money. Although the final route option for the R120 has not been decided, we would encourage the council to choose the option that crosses the canal adjacent to this location, providing better value for money.

A grade separated R120 upgrade bridge is more suited to allowing pedestrians and cyclists along the canal bank to cross under the bridge, providing a safer way of passing under the R120 without being required to cross the road. Pedestrians and cyclists wishing to cross the canal can do so via steps/ramps allowing access to a footpath at the R120 road level. 

Councils Response

The position of the bridge accords with the proposed intersection of the Griffeen Valley and Grand Canal Green Routes, identified in the South Dublin Green Routes Strategy, 2006.
The Green Routes Strategy sets out a proposal for the creation of a network of cycling and walking routes throughout South Dublin County, utilising links through parks, open spaces and roads to facilitate secure, safe and attractive connections for schools, work and leisure purposes. The provision of a pedestrian and cycle bridge adjacent to parklands, with linkage to the Grand Canal Green Route is in accordance with this strategy. This proposal is also in accordance with the National Cycle Policy Framework, 2009, which seeks to identify and utilise opportunities to create traffic free routes using parks, canal and river-side routes. 
The bridge is positioned approximately 800 metres to the east of the R120 Roadway. It is considered that the proposed pedestrian and cycle bridge will complement the functions of the proposed R120 road bridge by providing a traffic free alternative. The cycle network at this location will link with the upgrade of the R120 as details for this scheme are developed. 

The Canal Bridge is situated within the Clonburris Local Area Plan area. The approved Plan identifies a proposed bridge for pedestrians and cyclists at this location. 
Both the high and low level options proposed for the pedestrian/cycle bridges have the following problems: 

· The 1 metre clearance under the proposed swing (low level) bridge option would be a restriction for (a) canoeists and (b) stand-on surf boarders who use the canal for training purposes. 

· The high level bridge would be an obstruction to the many swans that frequent this length of the canal. 

Councils Response

The proposed openable bridge will be designed to swing back over the canal banks into a docking position, when barges, boats or other users need to navigate past. Detailed design solutions, will be subject to agreement with appropriate authorities, including Waterways Ireland, and will ensure that all users are accommodated. 

The high level bridge is set at a similar height to other bridges on the canal system. Previous ecology reports have not identified any issues for swans at this location. Notwithstanding this, an ecology study that is to be carried out prior to commencement of development would identify any issues that might exist for wildlife and birds in the area and recommend mitigation measures to minimise any disruption. 

Lack of a Local Area Plan for the 12th lock area continues to produce piecemeal changes without ‘joined up’ thinking. 

Councils Response

The bridge accords with the position of a pedestrian and cycle Bridge, identified in the Clonburris Local Area Plan for this area and conforms to the walking and cycling objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010. The bridge will also form part of the approved network of Green Routes in South Dublin County. 

It appears clear from the letter dated 28/10/2009 from Mervyn Hamilton, Senior Engineer of Waterways Ireland that further consultation is required before agreement can be reached on the construction and operation of the proposed bridge. His letter also mentions that the bridge design will need to allow adequate air draft for boating. 

Councils Response

Further to discussions, two bridge options have been shown on Part 8 drawings. South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with Waterways Ireland in relation to these bridge options. The final design will be subject to agreement with Waterways Ireland.
5. 
Submission from Eastern Regional Fisheries Board 
The final design should be in line with the requirements of Waterways Ireland. 

Councils Response

South Dublin County Council will consult with Waterways Ireland in relation to bridge options and detailed design. Final bridge design will be subject to agreement with Waterways Ireland.
The construction methodology must be in accordance with an agreed method statement based on best practice and addressing the following:
· Minimum disturbance of riparian and in stream habitat. 

· Silt control and treatment either by on site settlement ponds or percolation over land. Under no circumstances is direct pumping to any watercourse acceptable. A daily inspection and maintenance programme to be included. 

· Precast concrete to be used, otherwise all cast in place concrete should be completed in the dry, isolated from flowing water. 

· The short term storage and disposal of excavated material must be well away from all watercourses, with drainage directed to a settlement area as discussed above.

· Full reinstatement of all banks and riparian zones to their original condition and in a manner that minimises the potential for erosion. 

Guidance document “Requirements for the Protection of Fisheries Habitat during Construction and Development Works at River Sites” is available at www.fishingireland.net.  

Councils Response

A method statement for construction will be prepared prior to the commencement of any development on site, in accordance with the requirements of the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board. 

6. 
Submission from Attracta Ui Bhroin, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of The Finnstown Input Group 
(a) The Council has engaged in project splitting in these proposals as the cycle path as proposed and indicated on the diagrams on the Council’s site for SD098/0006 is dependent on a separate application, namely SD098/0005 for a bridge crossing the Grand Canal. 
Councils Response

The proposed bridge will form part of South Dublin’s Green Routes network - a network of connected walking and cycling routes. The Green Routes network was formally approved by South Dublin County Council in 2006. It comprises 11 routes that will be constructed in self contained sections over a period of years (pg 8 Green Routes in South Dublin County refers). 

The canal bridge is a stand alone project. By virtue of its strategic location on the canal, the bridge would maximise access to existing and approved routes in the area, but is not dependent on other planned projects. The concurrent proposal to the north under reg. ref. SD098/0006 is referenced for completeness.   
(b) Given the proposal impacts the proposed Natural Heritage Area, of the Grand Canal that an assessment on the impacts of the proposal should have been undertaken, in particular but not limited to the impact on protected species who are dependent on this environment, and adjacent hedgerows etc and areas extending on to the Newcastle Road, Hayden’s Lane and Griffeen Avenue.

This is in the light of the presence of protected species on site including but not limited to Annex IV of the Habitats Directive and Annex 1 of the Birds Directive such as bats and kingfishers respectively, both of which are evident on the Canal.  We would highlight the need to consider other species on the site, and would remind the Council of the legal requirements in this regard. We are shocked that no such impact assessment has been provided in the light of the negative impact this proposal would have on the wildlife of the area. This is all the more critical given the extent and rapidity of development in this area in recent years and the manner in which it has eroded and eliminated so many habitats in the vicinity. The canal and its rural and natural environs and adjacent areas have therefore increased significance not only locally, but regionally, we submit, for biodiversity. We also submit a consideration for any such proposal should be considered firstly in the wider context of a Biodiversity Action Plan for the area. 

The later bridge proposal on which this application depends in particular requires serious evaluation in terms of the impact of the development proposed and the location and design of same, and the absence of detail in relation to the nature of materials to be used for the cycleways and bridges etc is unacceptable. 

Councils Response

A full Environmental Impact Study under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations, 1989 is not required. 

An environmental review of the project has been carried out by South Dublin County Council, with input from South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer. 

A significant amount of data exists in relation to ecology along the canal. This information has been reviewed in detail and has informed this project. Studies undertaken in this area as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project include the following:
· An ecology study was carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route project, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise. Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. 

· A separate Bat Survey of the Canal was carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the ecology study in July 2007 and again in May 2008.  Further bat studies were also undertaken by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project in 2009, all of which have confirmed the presence of five bat species feeding or commuting on and along the Grand Canal.   

The Ecological Surveys in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route found that the likely impacts of the proposed Green Route were considered to be negligible to minor.  No significant botanical species were found along this section of the Canal during that ecological survey.
As bats have been found to be foraging along the Canal, their presence cannot be ruled out at the location of the proposed bridge. 

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way and bridge in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 
South Dublin County Council’s Heritage officer has reviewed the previous studies and conducted a visual inspection of the site. While the likely impacts of the proposed bridge are considered to be relatively minor when compared to the Green Route project, it is recommended that investigations are carried out prior to the commencement of works to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required.

The most significant impact on flora would be the removal of hedgerow and possibly a small number of trees. It is recommended that an ecological survey of the hedgerow, ditch and ecological zone between the hedgerow and canal be undertaken prior to any construction to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required. The survey should predominantly record plants and birds and establish the presence or use of the area by protected species such as badgers and otter. The survey should extend into lands to the north, to establish whether badger setts and other protected species such as otters are present along the proposed cycle route. 

Assessment at the bridge location indicated the hedgerow species most likely to be impacted upon would be ash trees and some smaller shrubs of hawthorn and elder. It is recommended that the least number of trees possible be removed, and while these are common species, their loss would need to be mitigated by e.g. additional planting of similar species in the area. 

During construction, damage to remaining trees and shrubs in the hedgerow should also be avoided. It is recommended that a method statement be prepared to address this issue.

It is recommended that a bat expert be employed to survey the sections of hedgerow for removal prior to commencement of works and to oversee any removal of trees or hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. It is also recommended that lighting provision in the area follow the same provisions as made on the Grand Canal Green Route. Additional mitigation measures could include the provision of bat roosts, which could be incorporates as a design feature on the bridge itself. 

In the event of an openable bridge that would cut into or significantly disturb the Grand Canal bank, it is recommended that an assessment of the aquatic ecology in the canal and on the bank should be undertaken prior to any construction. 

In summary, prior to any construction work commencing, an ecological survey will be undertaken, in conjunction with a bat report, both of which should establish baseline data and recommend mitigation measures to protect local biodiversity interests. In the event that the openable bridge is progressed, an aquatic survey will also be carried out on the Canal and Canal Bank.

(c) The submission seeks confirmation that the requirements of the Governing regulations were complied with.

Councils Response

South Dublin County Council has complied with governing regulations. 
(d) The lighting proposals are not appropriate given the presence of bats in the area.

Councils Response

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way and bridge in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 
(e) Drawings presented showing cross-sections of the Newcastle Road are inaccurate. 
N/A 

(f) Proposals to remove existing grass-verges on the Newcastle Road are unacceptable. 

N/A 
(g) The submission objects to the proposals for CCTV cameras. It is submitted that the lighting requirements for same would be totally at odds with the wildlife requirements. It is submitted that there is little credible evidence other than from the industry of the security benefits of such schemes. The level of upheaval and negative impact is unwarranted and is irresponsible, and will have very negative consequences for the area’s biodiversity.
Councils Response
The CCTV cameras will be monitored by South Dublin County Council on a continuous basis. Antisocial behaviour will be notified to the relevant authorities.

The CCTV element will increase security on off road routes that may not be heavily trafficked at all times. It is envisaged that commuters will use the bridge from early morning to late evening and lighting and CCTV is required for safety reasons. 
As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  CCTV will be night capable with the ability to work in low light conditions and as such, will not impact unduly on bats.
(h) The level of information provided on the Council’s website is unsatisfactory and incomplete.

Councils Response

All plans and particulars relating to the Part 8 public display were available to view and download on the Council’s web site in the Public Notice – Part 8 section from 28th September 2009 to 23rd November 2009 inclusive. 
(i) It is submitted that in light of the insufficient publicisation of the matter per the requirements of Part VIII, that the scheme should be revisited in total, properly constructed, accompanied by appropriate assessments and a more considered and appropriately constructed and assessed proposal re-submitted for public consideration.

Councils Response

Notification was given and public consultation carried out pursuant to the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. 

(j) It is submitted that associated applications are contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and should be rejected.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. Provision is made for a bridge at this location under the approved Clonburris Local Area and the proposal is consistent with the Councils Green Route Strategy, approved 2006 and with the South Dublin County Development Plan, 2004-2010. 
6. 
Submission from Justin Byrne, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of the Lucan Planning Council 

The Lucan Planning Council is in favour of Cycle Lanes, but are concerned that proper planning principles have not been followed in the promulgation of these applications. 

This submission is identical in all other respects to submission no. 5, Attracta Ui Bhroin, 17 Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan on behalf of the Finnstown Input Group. 

The response to items (a) to (j) in submission no. 5 above address the items raised in this submission. 
7.
Submission from National Parks and Wildlife Service

The submission from the N.P.W.S expresses concerns at the possible impacts of the proposed bridge and cycleway on fauna and flora and the way this scheme has been brought forward under two headings:

No assessment of the impacts of the construction of this proposed bridge on the fauna and flora of the Grand Canal p.N.H.A appears to have been carried out, even though as proposed the building of the bridge will involve the destruction of various trees within the boundaries of the p.N.H.A particularly on the southern side of the canal, where some of the best trees surviving on this stretch of the canal from the damage resulting from the construction of the Greenway Cycle Route will have to be removed to allow the building of the bridge to go ahead. Nor was any mention made in the public Part 8 notice that the proposed construction of the bridge would affect a p.N.H.A. On the ground the site notice for the proposed bridge was not at the site it was shown on the diagrams on display in County Hall or the South Dublin County Council website. 

The failure of South Dublin County Council to deal with the potential impacts of the construction of the proposed bridge and cycleway on otter and bats (species afforded special protection under the Habitats Regulations 1997 and known to occur in this area) in contravention of Circular Letter NPWS 2/07, before seeking approval for these proposals under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2008. N.P.W.S have been in on-going contact with members of the Lighting and Development Sections of South Dublin Co. Council and their consultant engineers for several years over problems of the impact of the illumination of the Greenway Cycleway Route along the Grand Canal on bats and otters. Given the general awareness of the presence of bats and otters in the area (and implications of lighting etc.) of the proposed bridge and cycleway, it is therefore unacceptable that measures to mitigate the impacts of the construction of the bridge and cycleway on these species have not been brought forward and that applications for licences to derogate from the Habitats Directive in relation to them were not made to N.P.W.S in accordance with the Circular Letter, before seeking permission for these developments under Part 8.

The following recommendations are made:

A) An assessment should be made of the likely impacts of the construction of the proposed bridge near Lynche’s Lane on the flora and fauna of the Grand Canal p.N.H.A, including those plants and animals occurring in the outer ditches of the canal, outside the towpath roads, which it should be noted are all included within the p.N.H.A. Mitigation measures to minimise any impacts identified in these assessments should then be adopted.

B) An otter survey should be carried out as soon as possible on the sections of the Grand Canal adjacent to the proposed bridge site at Lynch’s Lane, with particular emphasis placed in identifying possible otter holts or lie-ups in the rabbit burrow systems present in the outer banks of the canal at the bridge site. An otter survey should also be carried out of the Griffeen to identify the extent of usage of this river by otters. Depending on the results of these surveys appropriate measures to mitigate the impact of the construction of the proposed bridge and cycleway, and especially associated lighting, on otters can then be proposed, and a licence to derogate from the Habitats Directive in relation to the impacts of the proposed works on this species may be made to N.P.W.S

C) As at (B) bat surveys should be carried out at the bridge site and along the course of the cycleway along the Griffeen as soon as is seasonally possible, mitigation measures proposed and a derogation licence in relation to the possible impacts of the proposed scheme on bats made to N.P.W.S.

Council Response

Notification of the proposed development was given and public consultation carried out pursuant to the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations. 

An environmental review of the project has been carried out by South Dublin County Council, with input from South Dublin County Council’s Heritage Officer. 

A significant amount of data exists in relation to ecology along the canal. This information has been reviewed in detail and has informed this project. Studies undertaken in this area as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project include the following:
· An ecology study was carried out by Roger Goodwillie and Associates, Application Ecologist, in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route project, to identify any items of significant ecological interest, protected or otherwise. Rodger Goodwillie met with members of Loc Canail during the course of this study and the opportunity was given to highlight any items of which they had knowledge. 

· A separate Bat Survey of the Canal was carried out by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the ecology study in July 2007 and again in May 2008.  Further bat studies were also undertaken by Aardwolf Wildlife Surveys as part of the Grand Canal Green Route project in 2009, all of which have confirmed the presence of five bat species feeding or commuting on and along the Grand Canal.   

The Ecological Surveys in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route found that the likely impacts of the proposed Green Route were considered to be negligible to minor.  No significant botanical species were found along this section of the Canal during that ecological survey.
As bats have been found to be foraging along the Canal, their presence cannot be ruled out at the location of the proposed bridge. 

As part of the mitigation measures for bats that have been agreed with the NPWS for the Green Route project, a lighting system has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal.  It is proposed that this same lighting system will be used on the cycle way and bridge in order to keep light disturbance of bats to a minimum. 
South Dublin County Council’s Heritage officer has reviewed the previous studies and conducted a visual inspection of the site. While the likely impacts of the proposed bridge are considered to be relatively minor when compared to the Green Route project, it is recommended that investigations are carried out prior to the commencement of works to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required.

The most significant impact on flora would be the removal of hedgerow and possibly a small number of trees. It is recommended that an ecological survey of the hedgerow, ditch and ecological zone between the hedgerow and canal be undertaken prior to any construction to establish the current biodiversity resource and to inform any mitigation measures that may be required. The survey should predominantly record plants and birds and establish the presence or use of the area by protected species such as badgers and otter. The survey should extend into lands to the north, to establish whether badger setts and other protected species such as otters are present along the proposed cycle route. 

Assessment at the bridge location indicated the hedgerow species most likely to be impacted upon would be ash trees and some smaller shrubs of hawthorn and elder. It is recommended that the least number of trees possible be removed, and while these are common species, their loss would need to be mitigated by e.g. additional planting of similar species in the area. 

During construction, damage to remaining trees and shrubs in the hedgerow should also be avoided. It is recommended that a method statement be prepared to address this issue.

It is recommended that a bat expert be employed to survey the sections of hedgerow for removal prior to commencement of works and to oversee any removal of trees or hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. It is also recommended that lighting provision in the area follow the same provisions as made on the Grand Canal Green Route. Additional mitigation measures could include the provision of bat roosts, which could be incorporates as a design feature on the bridge itself. 

In the event of an openable bridge that would cut into or significantly disturb the Grand Canal bank, it is recommended that an assessment of the aquatic ecology in the canal and on the bank should be undertaken prior to any construction. 

In summary, prior to any construction work commencing, an ecological survey will be undertaken, in conjunction with a bat report, both of which should establish baseline data and recommend mitigation measures to protect local biodiversity interests. In the event that the openable bridge is progressed, an aquatic survey will also be carried out on the Canal and Canal Bank.
The recommendations of the environmental assessment are considered to address the recommendations of the National Parks and Wildlife Services. South Dublin County Council will continue to consult with the National Parks and Wildlife Services, throughout the project. 

Summary 

A number of the items raised relate to the potential environmental impacts of this project. 

The Grand Canal Green Route has established an appropriate project management strategy for a project of this nature and sets a precedent in this regard. A full Environmental Impact Assessment was not undertaken in respect of the Grand Canal Green Route. Specific environmental areas were assessed, where there was considered to be potential for impact. On foot of the studies, assessments and monitoring carried out during the Green Route project, there is now a significant amount of available data in relation to ecology, including protected species under the Habitats Directive. 

This information has informed the project management strategy for the current bridge project and has enabled South Dublin County Council to identify the studies that will be required prior to the commencement of development.

· An ecological survey will be carried out on the hedgerow, ditch and ecological zone between the hedge row and the canal. 

· A bat survey will be carried out on sections of hedgerow for removal and a bat expert will oversee any removal of trees and hedgerow in case bat roosts are present. 

· In the event that it is proposed to proceed with the openable bridge, a survey of the aquatic ecology in the canal and on the bank will be undertaken.

· A method statement will be prepared for the construction phase to ensure that remaining trees and shrubs will not be damaged during construction.

· A method statement will be prepared for construction works in the vicinity of the Canal to ensure that the requirements of the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board are met.  

· Mitigation measures that are recommended, based on survey findings will be undertaken. This will include the use of the lighting system that has been specially designed to minimise impact on bats using the Canal. 

South Dublin will continue to consult with the appropriate authorities at this location, including Waterways Ireland, the National Parks and Wildlife Services and the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board to ensure that their requirements are met.

Recommendation
The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning, specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010 and the Clonburris Local Area. It is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council Meeting for decision.”

Following consideration of the report it was Agreed to recommend the proposal to the County Council for decision.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the zoning, specific local objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010 and the Clonburris Local Area. 
Accordingly, it is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with.

