COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th November 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lahart, J.

	Crowe, S.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	Maloney, E

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Kearns, P.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, B. Coman

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Judge, J. McLoughlin, J. Quinlivan 

	Senior Planners
	C. Ryan 

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Fagan

	Administrative Officer
	J. Kilgarrif 

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	Senior Staff Officer
	P. Moffat

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor Councillor M. Duff presided.

The Mayor opened the meeting by extending his congratulations to the Manager and staff and all associated with South Dublin County Council’s recent successes in the Chambers Ireland awards. South Dublin County Council had been short listed for ten awards, won 3 and was named overall best Local Authority for the year 2009.  The Mayor stated that the awards were well deserved and also thanked South Dublin Chamber of Commerce for recognizing and promoting standards of excellence within South Dublin County Council by nominating the council’s work for the awards.
The Mayor went on to encourage all Councillors to support events in the upcoming Social Inclusion Week which has just been launched.  

At this point and prior to starting the Meeting, Councillor Eamon Walsh proposed that due to the length of time taken in debating Motions and the fact that many Motions had not been reached for some time that the Council should only be debating Motions that are relevant to local issues and that Motions outside the remit of this Council that have a greater National relevance should be moved without debate to be debated at a more national level.

This proposal was unanimously opposed by other Councillors.

 H1/1109 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th October 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
Councillor E. Tuffy noted that in matters arising from the minutes pertaining to a Motion passed at the meeting of 12th October 2009 calling for a boycott of Coca Cola products, Coca Cola had since written to all Councillors stating that this dispute had now been settled and he welcomed the settlement.

H2a) /1109
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 13TH OCTOBER 2009 

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING. 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b) /1109  
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 21ST OCTOBER         2009 

DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, PLANNING, HOUSING, ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2c)/1109    
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28TH OCTOBER   2009 

DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS), CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been 
received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance 
with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is 
recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1881
	Lucan Guild ICA
	Running Costs Grant for Community Group
	03/07/09
	€200

	GF1894
	Eskerwood Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Group
	15/09/09
	€200

	GF1890
	Cluid Castle Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	09/09/09
	€300

	GF1877
	Dolcain Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	30/06/09
	€500

	GF1874
	Deansrath Family Centre
	Major Equipment Grant
	19/06/09
	€500



Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
contributions as recommended in the foregoing report.”
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee 2 – 28th October 2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/1109     
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 19TH OCTOBER 2009 

DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), HOUSING  

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1875
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	19/06/09
	€200

	GF1882
	St. Muirins House Company Limited
	I.T. Networking and Administration Grant
	07/07/09
	€1,000

	GF1883
	St. Muirins House Company Limited
	Grant for Community Centre Based I.T. Infrastructure
	07/07/09
	€5,000


 
Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme have been received from the 
organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the 
conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	AGF686
	Harolds Cross Tallaght
	Arts Grant
	1/9/09
	€500


            It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor  M. Corr  and 
RESOLVED:
            “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and 
RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin 
County Council Tallaght Area Committee 1 – 19th October 2009 – Community 
Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
    H2e)/1109   
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH OCTOBER 2009 

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES (1 REPORT) & LIBRARIES   

Corporate Business

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE MEETING (2)

TUESDAY 27th OCTOBER, 2009

Motion 10


“That the elected members of the Tallaght Area Committee request that `
the Corporate Services Dept., write to the Minister for Health, Ms. Harney and 
express our opposition to the proposed closure of the Children’s Hospital, 
Tallaght, as outlined in the renewed Programme for Government, of last week. 
In 
addition we seek the support of all elected members of South Dublin Co. 
Council, for 
this Motion.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED: 


If this Motion is passed, the matter will be referred to Minister for Health, Ms. 
Harney, for attention and when a reply is received, the Committee will be 
informed.” It was also AGREED that a Report would issue to the November Council 
Meeting on the matter.

Councillor E Maloney proposed that, as agreed at the Tallaght Area Committee on 27th October 2009, the Motion was put forward in order to solicit the views of all Councillors on the matter.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee 2 – 27th October 2009 – Corporate Services Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
It was further unanimously agreed to circulate details of the motion to councils of neighboring catchment counties including Wicklow and Kildare. 

H3/1109
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

   H4/1109
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/1109
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading and that all SPC meetings as scheduled in the November / December 2009 Calendar were cancelled.  

Ms Teresa Walsh, Director of Corporate Services responded to queries in relation to the delay in establishing the SPCs, indicating the process was nearing completion and that a full report will issue at the next O P & F meeting.
Councillor M. Corr stated that it was worth noting that the delays were caused by external factors.

QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q17 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
 Q1/1109
NON REGISTERED LANDLORDS

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the possible large number of non registered landlords in the County area will he outline what new steps or measures, if any, he proposes to take to identify and pursue them for new taxes owed to this local authority? 

REPLY:

A €200 annual charge was introduced under the Local Government (Charges) Act 
2009 on the owners of non-principal private residences in Ireland. A non-principal 
private residence is essentially a dwelling which is not the owner’s sole or main 
residence.  


The charge, under the legislation, is effectively self assessed i.e. the onus is on the 
owner to declare his or her liability and pay the charge. 


To date, the amount received on behalf of South Dublin County Council is  €1.64M


No penalty was imposed if the charge was paid by the 31st. October 2009. From 1st 
November 2009 a late payment fee of €20 per month or part of month is added to 
the account. This late payment fee will continue to roll up as long as the charge 
remains unpaid.


While the onus is on the individual to declare his/her interest the Local Government 
Computer Services Board arranged a national radio advertisement campaign which 
informed the public of the deadlines associated with payment. Also this Council is 
using the Private Residential Tenancy Board's database to continuously review the 
position regarding those who have / have not paid, and in this regard, the Council is 
issuing letters to those who have yet to pay setting out their requirements under the 
legislation.
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Q2/1109
PLANNING PERMISSION

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager
(a) to outline the Planning Guidelines in relation to granting temporary permission to a permanent residential structure?

(b) to outline Government Guidelines, as issued by the Department of the Environment, in relation to the same matter?

(c) to list any temporary planning permissions granted to permanent residential structures within South County Dublin and an explanation for doing so?

REPLY:

In relation to Temporary Planning Permissions the Development Management 
Guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage, and Local 
Government state as follows:


 7.5 Temporary permissions

In deciding whether a temporary permission, which can apply to a particular

structure or use, is appropriate, three main factors should be taken into

account. First, the grant of a temporary permission will rarely be justified

where an applicant wishes to carry out development of a permanent nature

that conforms with the provisions of the development plan. Secondly, it is

undesirable to impose a condition involving the removal or demolition of a

structure that is clearly intended to be permanent. Lastly, it must be

remembered that the material considerations to which regard must be had in

dealing with applications are not limited or made different by a decision to

make the permission a temporary one. Thus, the reason for a temporary

permission can never be that a time limit is necessary because of the adverse

effect of the development on the amenities of the area. If the amenities will

certainly be affected by the development they can only be safeguarded by

ensuring that it does not take place.

An application for a temporary permission may, however, raise different

material considerations from an application for permanent permission.

Permission could reasonably be granted on an application for the erection of a

temporary building to last seven years on land that will be required for road

improvements in eight or more year’s time, whereas permission would have to

be refused on an application to erect a permanent building on the land.

Similarly, an application for permission to erect an advertisement structure in

a rundown area may warrant more favourable treatment if the structure is to

be removed on the expiration of a specified period when redevelopment

works are likely to be under way.

In the case of a use which may possibly be a “bad neighbour” to uses already

existing in the immediate vicinity, it may sometimes be appropriate to grant a

temporary permission in order to enable the impact of the development to be

assessed, provided that such a permission would be reasonable having

regard to the expenditure necessary to carry out the development. A

second temporary permission should not normally be granted for that

particular reason for it should have become clear by the expiration of the first

permission whether permanent permission or a refusal is the right answer. In

other circumstances, an application for a second temporary permission may

be quite genuine and should be dealt with on its merits. For example, where

a temporary permission has been granted for a structure which is inherently

impermanent, an application for a permission for a further limited period could

reasonably be made if the structure has been well maintained and there has

been no other change in circumstances relating to the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area concerned.

In all temporary permissions for structures, express provision should be made

by condition requiring the removal of the structure and the carrying out of

appropriate reinstatement works on the land at the expiration of the specified

period. In addition, the condition should specify the period for which the

permission is being granted by reference to some particular date and not by

reference to the occurrence of some indefinite future event. Use of

expressions such as “such longer period as the planning authority may allow”

or “on three month’s notice” should be avoided.

It is the practice of this Planning Authority to comply with these guidelines, and as far 
as can be ascertained, temporary planning permission has not been granted in this 
county for any application involving a permanent residential structure.
Q3/1109
BROWN BIN

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager for an update on the introduction of brown bins to South County Dublin and could the Manager indicate when and where the service will be introduced?

REPLY:

The Brown Bin scheme has been under discussion with Unions for some time and 
plans are now being advanced for the introduction of the service as soon as is 
possible and subject to no unanticipated delays


It is envisaged that the service will be fully rolled out to all Customers within the first 
quarter of 2010. This is essential to allow the Council to be compliant with 
national targets for the diversion of bio-degradable waste from landfill by the 
deadline date of July 2010.


Councillors will be advised of the roll out arrangements and service details in the 
coming weeks.
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Q4/1109
COUNCIL ESTATES

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager to outline Policy regarding the re-purchasing of privately owned houses with Council Estates?

REPLY:

Due to the current economic climate, the Council are not in a position to purchase 
any housing units for the foreseeable future. Current policy as expressed by the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is for the provision 
of houses to qualified applicants from the housing list through long term leasing of 
private property / unsold affordable housing stock and under the Rental 
Accommodation scheme.
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Q5/1109
CLAWBACKS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones
To ask the Manager to give the figures of the amount of occupants of affordable housing within the county who have repaid the clawback to the council on their property?

REPLY:

During the period 2002  to date  ( October 2009) , 181 affordable housing borrowers 
have removed the clawback charge from their property. This represents 
approximately 9% of all the affordable homes provided by South Dublin County 
Council during the said period. 

Bottom of Form

Q6/1109
RAIL PROCUREMENT AGENCY PROJECTS

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to provide up to-date reports on the Rail Procurement Agency projects for South Dublin including the LUAS Line F and Metro West?

REPLY:

Metro West


The Planning Department maintains its role as liaison/coordination partner with the 
Railway Procurement Agency in relation to the monthly Metro West/South Dublin 
County Council Interface Meetings. The most recent meeting was held on the 22nd 
October 2009, the next meeting is scheduled for the 26th November 2009.


General Arrangement drawings for the majority of the Metro West alignment 
contained within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council have been 
prepared.  Preliminary drainage drawings have been received by South Dublin County 
Council for comment. 


The early stages concerning the formal process of lodging a Railway Order with An 
Bord Pleanála have commenced. Consequently, the Board requested a 
submission/observation from South Dublin County Council concerning the scope of 
the Environmental Impact Statement that will accompany a Railway Order once it is 
made. A submission prepared with the input of the Planning, Roads, Environmental 
Services, Parks and Community and Housing Departments was submitted to the 
Board, 8th September 2009. This report should assist the Board in determining the 
scope of the Environmental Impact Statement.


LUAS  Line F

The initial consultation process has been completed and an emerging preferred route 
has been identified. The Railway Procurement Agency is preparing detailed design 
drawings in respect of the preferred route.  


South Dublin County Council continues to liaise with the Railway Procurement Agency 
in respect of detailed design issues. The most recent meeting with the Railway 
Procurement Agency was held on the 20th of October 2009. The Railway Procurement 
Agency is engaged in ongoing consultations with interested parties at a local level.


It is expected that the Rail Order will be lodged in early 2011.
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Q7/1109
ADVANCE CREDIT

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to provide an up-to-date report, including time-scale for the provision of the new domestic refuse system for South Dublin?

REPLY:

The Advanced Credit System for Refuse Collection went live on 19th October 2009 
and is currently rolled out to approximately 6,000 Customers. The system is proving 
to be a success though credit purchase is understandably slow to take off as 
customers use up remaining tags.


The Phased Roll out will see the new system being made available to 20,000 further 
customers on a fortnightly basis with all customers in receipt of their cards by mid 
December. Information is available to customers in relation to when their areas go 
live  and general information on the system on the Council's website.
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Q8/1109
BROWN BIN

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to provide an up-to-date report, including time-scale for the provision of the brown bin for the residents of South Dublin?

REPLY:

The Brown Bin scheme has been under discussion with Unions for some time and 
plans are now being advanced for the introduction of the service as soon as is 
possible subject to no further unanticipated delays.


It is envisaged that the service will be fully rolled out to all Customers within the first 
 quarter of 2010. This is essential to allow the Council to be compliant with national 
targets for the diversion of bio-degradable waste from landfill by the deadline date of 
July 2010.


Councillors will be advised of the roll out arrangements and service details in the 
coming weeks.
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Q9/1109
SALE OF CARS

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to provide an up-to-date report on an area by area basis, including details of works carried out, following the introduction of the regulation prohibiting the sale of cars, commercial and private, on public properties including footpaths, grass verges, open spaces etc.?

REPLY:

Section 71 of the Roads Act 1993 provides that it is an offence to place or retain 
a vehicle used for the purposes of advertising, the sale of goods, the provision of 
services or other similar purpose on a public road/ footpath/grass margin or any 
public property without the authorisation of the Roads Authority. Following 
consideration by the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee, a draft policy 
initiative was developed which was recommended for approval by the SPC at its 
meeting held on 8th November 2007. The Council at its meeting held on 10th 
December 2007 adopted and approved the recommendation of the SPC and the 
policy has been continuously implemented as resources allowed since.


Every premises which sells or offers motor vehicles for sale in the County has been 
visited on many occasions and verbal warnings, written warnings and final warnings 
have been issued as necessary. The co-operation of the Gardai in visiting these 
premises in conjunction with the Council Officials must be acknowledged and every 
opportunity was extended to firms to bring their operations into line with the 
provisions of the legislation. However despite the extensive campaign by the Council 
some firms continued to place vehicles in the public domain in contravention of 
Section 71. 


Accordingly as provided for under the provisions of Section 71. the Council has 
exercised the option of seizing the vehicles which are in breach of the legislation. A 
large number of seizures have taken place in most areas of the County. Compliance 
with the legislation has improved since the Council commenced seizing vehicles 
however a small number of premises continue to cause difficulties. A review of the 
operations carried out to date is underway in conjunction with the Gardai to 
determine whether a further policy initiative is required and a report on this matter 
will be made to a future meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee in due course. 
However the Council continues to monitor the situation. If any member of the Council 
is aware of any premises that are being operated in breach of section 71, it would be 
appreciated if the details, including make, model and registration numbers of the 
vehicles involved could be supplied to the Roads Department.


The information sought on an area by area basis is being compiled and the Councillor 
will be notified when the information is to hand.

Bottom of Form

Q10/1109
ADOPTION OF ETHIOPIAN CHILDREN

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
That this Council requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Children as a matter of urgency to ask the Minister if he will give an undertaking to expedite the negotiations towards a bilateral agreement with Ethiopia so that adoption of Ethiopian children by Irish families can continue. Will the Minister also give those Irish families who are already in the process of, and committed to adopting children from Ethiopia assurances that they can complete their adoptions under the current system, which is in line with The Hague Secretariat’s “Guide to Good Practice”? Such an assurance will be of great relief to many Irish families who have already embarked on this adoption process, some for as long as five years. Will the Manager also agree to circulate the details of this request to all other City and County Councils for information purposes?


REPLY:

If the question is approved the Council will write to the Minister for Children as 
requested and circulate details of this request to other City and County Councils.
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Q11/1109
COUNTY HERITAGE PLAN

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to update members on the preparation of the new County Heritage Plan?

REPLY:

The County Heritage Forum met 4 times between January 2009 and April 2009 
during which time the precise details of the objectives and actions of the Heritage 
Plan were discussed.  At the meeting on 23rd April, the Heritage Officer presented a 
final amalgamated working draft of the County Heritage Plan to the Heritage Forum 
for agreement.  Design and layout of the document was undertaken in conjunction 
with the Drawing Office.  


Following the re-formation of the SPCs, it is expected that the Heritage Plan will be 
presented to the next Economic Development and Planning SPC. 


The Heritage Forum reconvened on 7th October 2009 to discuss possible actions that 
can be undertaken in 2010, assuming successful progress of the Heritage Plan 
through Council and subject to budgetary constraints. 
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Q12/1109
ROADS OBJECTIVES IN CDP

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on whether funding has been identified and confirmed with respect to each of the 6-year and long-term road objectives contained in both the current County Development Plan and the new Draft County Development Plan currently on public display?

REPLY: 


A number of schemes have been implemented by way of development levy funding, 
NRA and DTO funding from the 6 year  and long term objectives of the current 
Development Plan.  These include the following:  M50 upgrade, N4 upgrade, N 7 
Upgrade, Completion of  the Outer Ring Road and Fonthill Road Link including the 
Adamstown Link Road, Green Route and Firhouse Road.


There is no funding identified for the balance of schemes listed at this time.  The 
Council is hopeful of obtaining a grant from the DOT in 2010 for the Citywest to 
Belgard Road.  


The question of monies being identified for road objectives in the draft plan is 
premature at this time. 
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Q13/1109
SCHOOL TRANSPORT PROJECT

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager for an update on the proposed Pilot School Transport Project including a summary of any recent correspondence to/from the Department of Transport on this matter?

REPLY:

The Minister for Transport , Noel Dempsey T.D. published "Smarter Travel - A 
Sustainable Transport Future" A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009 - 2020. The 
policy provides under Action 14 (Chapter 5) that the Department of Transport will :

· Examine the potential for the expanded use of school and other publicly 
funded buses as a "local transport bus" to bring people to a range of 
services, with (in the case of school buses) the primary emphasis continuing 
to be on transporting children to and from school at the necessary times.


The Council has written to the Department requesting funding for the project and is 
awaiting a reply.
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Q14/1109
AUDIT OF COMMUNITY CENTRE/SPORTS FACs

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager for report on an area-by-area basis on the results of the audit of recreational facilities in the county conducted earlier this year at the request of government?

REPLY:
Audit of Community, Sports and Arts Facilities

As stipulated by the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government the 
Audit of Community, Sports and Facilities Audit was to be completed and submitted 
to the Department by 31st December 2008. South Dublin County Council’s information 
was submitted on the 19th of December 2008 re attached. The Audit  was co-
ordinated through the Sports & Recreation Office  and a sub group comprising staff 
of the Community Services and Parks and Landscape Services was established to 
gather the required information as outlined by the department.  


The audit aims were: 


- to establish the current level of provision


-to inform re future investment in facilities based on the outcome of the audit and 
having regard to identified local needs


-to inform grant assistance and investment at national regional and local level


The Community Department are currently in the process of merging the results with 
the CONNECT Project and mapping all of the facilities as identified during the course 
of the audit and in accordance with the conditions as set out for the purpose of the 
Audit.


It is intended to present to the Council as soon as this work is completed.
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Q15/1109
AUDIT OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the survey of the Council's community, sports and recreational facilities, requested to be carried out last year by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, if he will advise members whether the information has been supplied to the Department, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
Audit of Community, Sports and Arts Facilities

As stipulated by the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government the 
Audit of Community, Sports and Facilities Audit was to be completed and submitted 
to the Department by 31st December 2008. South Dublin County Council’s information 
was submitted on the 19th of December 2008 re attached. The Audit  was co-
ordinated through the Sports & Recreation Office  and a sub group comprising staff 
of the Community Services and Parks and Landscape Services was established to 
gather the required information as outlined by the department.  


The audit aims were: 


- to establish the current level of provision


-to inform re future investment in facilities based on the outcome of the audit and 
having regard to identified local needs


-to inform grant assistance and investment at national regional and local level


The Community Department are currently in the process of merging the results with 
the CONNECT Project and mapping all of the facilities as identified during the course 
of the audit and in accordance with the conditions as set out for the purpose of the 
Audit.


It is intended to present to the Council as soon as this work is completed.
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Q16/1109
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will provide an updated report on the monies received by the Council from Development Levies, in each of the years 2006, 2007 and 2008, and to-date in 2009, and if he will advise members if there are any uncollected Levy income for the period 2006-2008?

REPLY:

Development Levies as set out in the table below have been invoiced/ levies received 
in the years 2006 to 2009 to date.

	 
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Invoices raised :
	€35,757,006.44
	€42,160,378
	€20,863,317
	€15,221,697

	Income received :
	€41,694,052.49
	€39,006,711.62
	€24,175,572
	€  7,584,125



It should be noted that there is not a direct correlation between the payments made 
in the period 2006 -2009, and invoices raised in that period, as many of the 
payments related to invoices raised prior to 2008.


The collectable balance outstanding in respect of all Development Contributions at 
the end of 2008 is €22.5m.

Bottom of Form

Q17/1109
COUNTY HERITAGE PLAN

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he can advise members on the anticipated date for publication of the County Heritage Plan, and if it will be possible to brief members before the Annual Budget meeting on anticipated expenditure required to implement any actions in the plan proposed for 2010?

REPLY:

The County Heritage Forum met 4 times between January 2009 and April 2009 
during which time the precise details of the objectives and actions of the Heritage 
Plan were discussed.  At the meeting on 23rd April, the Heritage Officer presented a 
final amalgamated working draft of the County Heritage Plan to the Heritage Forum 
for agreement.  Design and layout of the document was undertaken in conjunction 
with the Drawing Office.  


Following the re-formation of the SPCs, it is expected that the Heritage Plan will be 
presented to the next Economic Development and Planning SPC. 


The Heritage Forum reconvened on 7th October 2009 to discuss possible actions that 
can be undertaken in 2010, assuming successful progress of the Heritage Plan 
through Council and subject to budgetary constraints


The preparation of the 2010 budget is currently under way and the provision for the 
preparation and production of the Heritage Plan and for 2010 actions will be 
presented to the members as part of the ongoing budgetary discussions.
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H6/1109
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H7a)/1109      Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings Nov. 2009

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes 
of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 
County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides 
for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful 
in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-


(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.


(c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.


The Property Path has sold 1587 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  2 properties 
at  Slade Castle, Saggart Village, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (as per the 
attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by 
the Council in April 2003. 


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the 
eligible applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh    and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of  2 properties at  Slade Castle, Saggart Village, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.”

  H7b)/1109 
Proposed lease of site at Killinarden Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club for provision of changing room facilities.

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council has received an application from Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club for a site at 
Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to facilitate the development of changing room 
facilities. A site was subsequently identified at Killinarden Park and the Council 
consented to the Club seeking planning permission for the construction of changing 
room facilities at this site. Planning permission was subsequently granted to the Club 
in May 2009 – Planning Reg. Ref. SD09A/0138.


 I accordingly recommend that the Council grant a building licence to Croí Ró Naofa 
GAA Club in respect of the area measuring approximately 1,110 sq.m at Killinarden 
Park as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No LA/27/09 for the purpose 
of provision of changing room facilities and a lease on satisfactory completion of the 
works, subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the 
Council’s Chief Valuer:


 1.     That the applicant or their contractor shall be granted a building licence to 
enter and construct the building for which planning permission has been granted as 
per planning Reg. Ref. No. SD09A/ 0138 on the area shown outlined in red on the 
attached Drawing No LA/27/09.   


 The building licence will be subject to the following terms and conditions:


a)       That the Council’s Law Agent will forward the building licence to the applicant 
following the issuing of the necessary consents of South Dublin County Council. The 
building licence must be returned executed within 28 days of its issue. 


b)       In the event of the building licence not being executed within the specified 
time period or on the specified dates then South Dublin County Council shall be 
entitled at its absolute discretion to rescind the agreement.


c)       The development shall be constructed in accordance with the planning 
permission granted as per planning reference no. SD09A/0138. 


d)       This licence shall not be transferable.


e)       The applicant shall on the signing of the building licence enter on the subject 
licensed area within 12 weeks for a period of 12 months and build the said building 
for which planning permission has been obtained as per planning reference no. 
SD09A/0138. These time periods can be extended at the discretion of the 
Council.       


f)       During the building period and pending the grant of the 35-year lease as per 
term no. 2 the applicant will insure the property against fire and all other insurable 
risks with an Approved Insurance Company and pay all necessary premiums.


g)       The applicant shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any 
claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of the 
applicants’ occupation of the Licensed area and any building works being carried out 
thereon. The minimum limit of indemnity required by the Council is €6,400,000 (six 
million four hundred thousand euro  )any one accident.


h)       That the Applicant shall submit a copy of a contract entered into with a 
contractor for the carrying out of the works and in particular a Form of Indemnity or 
Guarantee against defects arising in the approved development for a specified period, 
for the information of the Council, prior to the grant of the Licence.


i)        The applicant shall undertake only to use the licensed area for the purpose of 
constructing the development for which Planning Permission has been obtained as 
per planning application reference No. SD09A/0138. 


j)       All planning costs, site preparation, development and associated costs incurred 
in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the applicant. 
Adequate fencing and/or security systems must be put in place along the entire 
boundaries of the licensed area for the duration of the development.


k)       That the Development shall be carried out in accordance with the permission 
granted and will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government 
(Planning and Development) Acts, 1963-2000, the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended), the Building Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 1991-1994 
and the Building Control Regulations 1997 and any amendments or re-enactments 
currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and 
Regulations.


l)        That the Applicant shall  comply with all statutory requirements and 
regulations and in particular  the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work  Act 1989 to 
2005,  Waste Management Act 1996 as amended and Litter Pollution legislation and 
any amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the 
future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations.


 m)      That the applicant shall reinstate and/or repair any part of the licensed area 
and approaches thereto damaged by the proposed works, to the satisfaction of the 
Council.


 n)       That the applicant shall ensure there is no disposal of excavated material 
from the site deposited within the adjoining Killinarden Park. Prior to the 
commencement of construction works the applicant or his nominated contractor, shall 
make contact with Mr. Matt Rudden, District Supervisor of Parks, at ph. 4592617 with 
a view to agreeing access arrangements, the removal of existing trees to facilitate the 
development and the erection of suitable fencing etc. to secure the site. The 
applicant shall organise regular cleaning of the public paths adjoining the licensed 
area to remove any debris or other materials deposited thereon arising from the 
building works.


 o)       The Council, its Engineers, Servants or Agents shall have the right at all 
reasonable times to enter upon the licensed area to view the state and progress of 
the said works or for any other reasonable purpose.


p)       That the Council reserves wayleaves where necessary over the licensed area 
for the purposes of access to services, whether existing or newly constructed 
services.  The Council reserves the right to connect free of charge to any services laid 
or to be laid within the subject land. The written agreement of the Council will be 
required where the relocation of public services is proposed.


q)       The Council reserves the right to re-enter on the licensed area and resume 
possession thereof should the applicant fail to commence and complete the 
works within the specified period or in the event of the bankruptcy or insolvency of 
the Applicant, having given to the Applicant a notice period of 30 days as to the acts, 
defaults, neglects or omissions on the part of the Applicant which the Council regards 
as sufficient justification to enable it to re-enter the property.


r)       The applicant shall provide a suitable guarantee to the Council to ensure that 
the proposed development is completed within the agreed time frame. The guarantee 
may take the form of a financial funding contract or performance bonds.


s)       That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title and that the 
applicant has the necessary funding to construct the subject development for which 
planning permission has been granted as per planning application ref no. 
SD09A/0138.


t)       The licence will contain terms and conditions deemed relevant to the  
proposed agreement by the Council’s Law Agent.


2.      That on satisfactory completion of the works, the Council shall grant the 
applicant  a lease of the area shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No 
LA/27/09 with an area of 1,110sq.m or thereabouts subject to the applicant 
complying fully with term no. 1 and the Council’s Planners and Architects confirming 
that the newly constructed building has been constructed in accordance with the 
planning permission granted as per application reference No. SD09A/0138 and to a 
standard that is to the satisfaction of the Council.


 The lease shall be subject to the following terms and conditions:


a)     The lease shall be for a period of 35 years.         


b)     The annual rent shall be in the sum of €13,500 (thirteen thousand five  hundred 
euro) exclusive of all outgoings and shall be subject to upwards only reviews at the 
end of every fifth year to the annual open market rent which shall be determined by 
a Chartered Valuation Surveyor appointed by the Council or on the basis of the 
increase (if any) in the Consumer Price Index or the passing rent, whichever is 
greater.  


 Notwithstanding the rent so reserved, the annual rent shall be abated to the sum of 
€200 (two hundred euro) per annum, exclusive of all outgoings subject to the subject 
to the property being used for sporting/recreational purposes and more particularly 
as a Sports Changing room and ancillary offices and storage. The payment of rent is 
to be quarterly in advance by direct debit. The abated annual rent shall be reviewed 
at the end of every fifth year on the basis of the increase in the consumer price 
index.


c)     That the applicant shall be responsible for all outgoings including rates, charges, 
fees, electricity bills and refuse charges  that may become payable on the premises 
during the period of the lease.


d)    That the applicant shall not sell, assign, grant any sub interests, sub-divide, 
alienate or part with the possession of the subject premises without the prior written 
consent of the Council .


e)     That the applicant shall keep the premises in a good state of repair and carry 
out all maintenance and repairs. An authorised Council Official shall be permitted to 
enter onto the demised premises at any time and view the state and condition of the 
property and if necessary prepare a schedule of dilapidations and the necessary 
works (if any) shall be carried out by the lessee within a reasonable period of time as 
stated by the Council.


f)     That the licensed area shall be used solely by the applicant for non profit 
making as a sports changing room and ancillary offices and storage. In the event of it 
ceasing to be used for such purposes it shall revert free of charge to the Council or to 
the open market yearly rent.


g)     That the applicant shall at all times ensure that the demised premises are kept 
in such condition that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of 
pleasant resort and shall not to allow it to be used so to be a nuisance to persons 
resorting to it or to owners or occupiers of surrounding houses or members of the 
public. In particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from 
the building at any time during its opening hours. 


 h)     That the applicant shall insure and keep insured the demised premises in a 
sum equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint names of the 
Council and the applicant against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an 
established insurance office to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or 
such sum of money necessary for that purpose and within 7 days after the same has 
become payable to produce to the Council the policy or policies of such insurance and 
the receipt for every such payment. In the event of loss or damage by fire or other 
cause, the licensee is obliged to reinstate the demised premises and every part 
thereof to its original state.


That the applicant shall indemnify the Council in the sum of  €6.4million or such other 
sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time to time in respect of any claims 
for injury or damage to any person or property through the use of the demised 
premises area.


 i)      That the Development shall be carried out in accordance with the permission 
granted and will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government 
(Planning and Development) Acts, 1963-2000, the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended), the Building Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 1991-1994 
and the Building Control Regulations 1997 and any amendments or re-enactments 
currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and 
Regulations. 


j)     That the Applicant shall  comply with all statutory requirements and regulations 
and in particular  the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work  Act 1989 to 2005,  Waste 
Management Act 1996 as amended and Litter Pollution legislation and any and any 
amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in 
respect of the said Acts and Regulations.


 k)    That the applicant shall be prohibited from erecting any mast tower  aerial or 
hoarding on the premises.


 l)     That the demised premises or any part thereof shall not be used as a residence.


 m)   That the Council reserves wayleaves where necessary over the demised 
premises for the purposes of access to services, whether existing or newly 
constructed services.  The Council reserves the right to connect free of charge to any 
services laid or to be laid within the demised premises. The written agreement of the 
Council will be required where the relocation of public services is proposed.


n)    That any signage if permitted shall be subject to Council approval and shall be in 
accordance with the specifications of the Council.


o)    That the applicant shall not carry out any alteration or development of the   
demised premises or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior 
written consent of the Council.


p)    That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be 
permitted in or about the premises.


q)     The applicant shall at the direction of the Council make adequate provision for 
the use of the premises by other organisations and schools in the area at reasonable 
times and free of charge or at a fee to be agreed with the Council subject to it being 
used in a proper manner and subject to availability. A schedule of times shall be 
agreed prior to the grant of the lease. 


 Any entity, organisations and schools that may be given use of the licensed area 
must ensure that they are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance for 
any such events organised therein, that the applicant’s insurance should not be 
affected by any event which they have not directly organised or are directly involved 
with.


r)    That if the licensed area is not utilised to its full extent at any time the Council at 
its discretion shall be entitled to allow other sporting organisations to use the facilities 
on either a temporary basis or for the duration of the term of the licence.


s)     That in the event of the applicant failing to comply with any of the terms, 
conditions, warranties, covenants or the obligations and stipulations herein contained 
or becoming dissolved or going into liquidation, the Council may revoke the lease by 
giving the applicant notice in writing to that effect or unless otherwise stated in such 
Notice, this agreement shall cease immediately upon such Notice having been given.


t)     That the Council reserves wayleaves where necessary over the demised 
premises or  through any related areas, or lands to which it holds title, for any of it’s 
statutory purposes subject to the appropriate re-instatement of any lands so affected. 
The Council reserves the right to connect free of charge to any services laid or to be 
laid within the subject land. The written agreement of the Council will be required 
where the relocation of public services is proposed.


 u)    In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining  lands, 
that the Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration to resume 
possession of the demised area and to relocate the applicant temporarily or 
permanently to an equivalent facility in the locality.


 v)      That the lease shall include any amendments and/or other conditions as are 
deemed appropriate by the Council or Law Agent. 


3.       That the applicant will pay the Council’s legal fees incurred in the grant of the 
licence and lease which shall be agreed with the Council’s Law Agent at a later date 
and a valuers fee of €1,500 (one thousand five hundred euro).


4.       The applicant shall be responsible for the payment of any V.A.T or other taxes 
or charges due to the creation of the licence and lease.      


5.       That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.


6.       That the above proposal is subject to the necessary consents and approvals 
being obtained.


7.       That no agreement enforceable in law is created or intended to be created 
until exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council 
(formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands 
pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 


J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr     and AGREED:
“That the Council grant a building licence to Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club in respect of the area measuring approximately 1,110 sq.m at Killinarden Park as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No LA/27/09 for the purpose of provision of changing room facilities and a lease on satisfactory completion of the works, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer (as per the attached schedule).”
H8/1109
PART 8 REPORT ON WHITECHURCH ROAD - PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The attached report was considered at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting 
on Tuesday, 13th October, 2009.


Following consideration of the report the Committee recommended that the proposed 
scheme, as advertised, be implemented.

COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

[image: image1.jpg]



MEETING OF RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Headed Item No.3


REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
2001-2007, WHITECHURCH ROAD – PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME   INTRODUCTION:


Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 prescribes the 
requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The 
Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of the Whitechurch 
Road proposed Traffic Calming Scheme.


DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:


Traffic Calming Measures on Whitechurch Road between Ballyboden Road Junction 
and the M50 underpass. The proposed works comprise:

· Traffic Calming Platforms.

· 3 tonne limit Zone on Whitechurch Road between Ballyboden Road junction 
and Taylor's Lane Junction, and on Grange Park, St. Enda's Drive, St. 
Patrick's Cottages and Sarah Curran Avenue.

· Traffic Signals at the junction of Whitechurch Road and Sarah Curran 
Avenue.

· Signalised Pedestrian Crossing on Whitechurch Road at St Patrick's Cottages.

· Periodic Speed Control (30kph) on Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of 
Whitechurch National School.

· 30kph speed limit on Whitechurch Road between Sarah Curran Avenue and 
St Enda's Park.


CONSULTATION PROCESS:


The Whitechurch Road Proposed Traffic Calming Scheme was advertised in 
accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2007, 
Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the 
proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 24th September 2008. 
The Scheme went on public display on Wednesday 24th September 2008 at the 
offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, 
County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Dublin 16. 
The closing date for submissions was Friday 21st November 2008.


SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:


13 submissions were received.  A schedule of submissions is attached to this report 
and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.


ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE 
SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (1),(5),(13)

	1.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the proposal to provide traffic lights at the Sarah Curran Avenue junction will cause unnecessary tailbacks along Whitechurch Road, and therefore this proposal is not supported.
It is thought that the traffic lights proposed at this junction will unnecessarily slow traffic travelling along Whitechurch Road, and therefore are undesirable unless they can be programmed to only provide a green phase to Sarah Curran Avenue when there is a demand for it.

It is put forward that there is no need to provide traffic signals at the junction of Whitechurch Road and Sarah Curran Avenue. Dangerous traffic movements at the junction are observed only when there is right-turning traffic from Sarah Curran Avenue. It is proposed that Sarah Curran Avenue be made one-way in the opposite direction.

The installation of traffic lights at the junction of Sarah Curran Avenue and Whitechurch Road will cause build up of traffic on that section of Whitechurch Road making it difficult to get out of Whitecliff in the mornings. An alternative would be to provide a one-way system on Sarah Curran Avenue from Whitechurch Road as far as the entrance to St. Enda’s carpark.



	1.
	Response


	The traffic signal staging will be programmed to ensure optimum efficiency.

Provision of traffic signals at this junction will be beneficial for the following reasons:

· Insufficient sightlines currently exist for traffic coming from Sarah Curran Avenue; the junction will be made safer for traffic, pedestrians and cyclists by the provision of the traffic signals. 

· The presence of the traffic signals in this location will act as a traffic calming measure.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	2.
	Submission


	South Dublin County Council did not issue all documents and particulars pertaining to these proposed works. A previous letter was issued to SDCC in relation to obtaining this under the Freedom of Information Act. It is requested that all documents/particulars pertaining to the proposed works be released.

	2.
	Response


	This has been dealt with under Freedom of Information procedure.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (3),(11) (12)

	3.
	Submission


	It is requested that the 3 tonne limit zone be extended to include the section of Whitechurch Road that extends up past the crossroads at the new intersection of Taylor’s Lane and Whitechurch Road as far as the junction of College Road and Whitechurch Road. It is felt that vehicles over 3tonne should not be allowed on Whitechurch Road.

It is suggested that the 3 tonne limit should be applied along the entire length of the proposed scheme.

The 3 tonne limit should be imposed in the vicinity of Whitechurch Church of Ireland.



	3.
	Response


	It is proposed that a 3 tonne limit zone be provided on Whitechurch Road between Ballyboden Road junction and Taylor’s Lane Junction, and on Grange Park, St. Enda’s Drive, St.Patrick’s Cottages and Sarah Curran Avenue. 

The provision of the 3 tonne limit over the entire route is not warranted as it is considered that the volume of HGV usage on the southern section of Whitechurch Road does not create a difficulty at this time.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	4.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the impact of the proposed works on both the built and natural heritage and on the distinctive character landscape has not been addressed. The design specification and materials proposed are vague. 



	4.
	Response


	The traffic-calming features are being implemented from kerb to kerb i.e. on the existing carriageway only and therefore their impact on the character of the local area will be minimal. No trees or protected structures are affected by these proposals. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	5.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the structural effect of the works on the substantial number of protected structures along this road has not been investigated.



	5.
	Response


	The relevant protected structures are: Rose Villa, Willbrook House, Whitechurch Lodge, Moravian Cemetery and the Whitechurch Church of Ireland. The proposed works will not affect these protected structures, and will be carried out in accordance with current standards and criteria.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (1),(2),(6),(11)

	6.
	Submission


	The scheme fails to mention any measures to increase safety of pedestrians along Whitechurch Road. The footpath is in a poor state of repair, in particular the stretch of footpath between Grangebrook, past Whitechurch National School towards the M50 underpass. 

It is suggested that the path be widened slightly by clearing back vegetation, and the path height raised, similar to that at Lamb’s cross footpath – Hillcrest Road) for extra safety.

It appears that little consideration has been given to the improvement of pedestrian safety along Whitechurch Road. The footpaths are in poor repair, in particular the stretch between Grangebrook Estate, past Whitechurch National School, towards the M50 underpass and between Whitechurch Roundabout and Taylor’s Lane.

It is felt that improvements to the footpath between Whitechurch Estate and Taylor’s Lane are needed.

It is felt that the footpath is very narrow at St Enda’s Drive and end of Whitechurch Road and improvements are necessary to improve public safety.

It is proposed that the path is widened slightly by cutting back vegetation. In addition, the path height should be raised for extra safety.

The condition of the footpath is highlighted as an issue to be dealt with under this scheme, as the surface is in poor repair.
The consideration to the safety of pedestrians in the scheme has not been given due care. In particular, remedial work is recommended for footpaths in the area; this is not proposed as part of the scheme.

The condition of the footpath from the entrance of Grangebrook Estate to Whitechuch Green is in poor repair, including a partially exposed electrical cable crossing the path at lamp No. 47 outside the entrance to the estate.
It is submitted that provision of a footpath on the south side of Whitechurch Green would be a vital addition to the area and should be dealt with within the proposed traffic-calming scheme.

	
	
	

	6.
	Response


	Provision of, or remedial works to footpaths are provided as part of the road maintenance programme (subject to funding), and are therefore not included in the scope of this scheme.

A recent inspection did not reveal any exposed cable to public lighting column 47.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	7.
	Submission


	The location of the proposed site offices and/or storage areas during the construction phase is not clearly indicated on the drawings displayed.



	7.
	Response


	The location of site offices forms part of the construction stage of the Scheme, and is not addressed at Part 8 stage. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (10)

	8.
	Submission


	It is requested that the pedestrian crossing at St. Patrick’s Cottages be relocated from the current proposed position to either of the following two locations. Either of these will facilitate schoolchildren travelling to and from school and local shops, and will reduce the number crossing at the junction. Senior citizens accessing the parks and shops would also be facilitated.

1. Adjacent to the Willbrook Stream entrance and opposite the southern end of Tara Hill entrance

2. Positioned half-way between the entrance to Tara Hill and Grange Park

It is noted that should these relocations be unacceptable, the current proposal is acceptable.



	8.
	Response


	It is considered that the location proposed in the Part 8, at St. Patrick’s Cottages, is the most suitable location and easily accessible from all adjoining estates. 



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2)

	9.
	Submission


	It appears that no consideration has been given to cyclists in the scheme.



	9.
	Response


	There is insufficient width on both the carriageway and the footpath over the length of the scheme to provide a separate cycle track. The provision of the proposed traffic calming platforms will reduce traffic speeds, contributing to a safer environment for cyclists.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (9)

	10.
	Submission


	As a matter of policy, Dublin Bus opposes the provision of ramps on bus routes, with the exception of bus-friendly ramps, these to have a gradient of 1:20. It is pointed out that the narrowness of the road in itself acts as a traffic calming measure.



	10.
	Response


	The traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (9)

	11.
	Submission


	It is requested that a pull-in area be provided about 70 or 80 metres from the exit of Whitechurch Estate to allow buses to yield to southbound traffic. These could also be useful at one or two other locations on the scheme. A meeting could be arranged on-site to discuss this.



	11.
	Response


	Dublin Bus has been contacted regarding this issue and a meeting will be arranged onsite with Dublin Bus to discuss their requirements.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (4)

	12.
	Submission


	It is requested that the corner at St. Patrick’s Cottages could be addressed under this scheme. It is quite dangerous for the residents of St. Patrick’s Cottages driving out from their road at this corner as this cottage is further onto the road than the other cottages. 


	12.
	Response


	This junction will be examined by the Council’s traffic / maintenance sections.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	13.
	Submission


	Traffic, in particular right-turning traffic, emerging from College Road often does so without stopping, thereby posing a large threat to cyclists.



	13.
	Response


	The signage at this junction will be examined and modified if necessary




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	14.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the inclination of drivers is to slow down at bends, therefore the platforms are redundant in these locations, namely (counting from south to north) Platforms 1, 2, 3, 4, 7.



	14.
	Response


	Whilst most drivers slow down at bends, there have been a number of reports of inappropriate speeding in the vicinity of these bends. The provision of the traffic calming platforms is proposed to ensure low vehicle speeds at the bends. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	15.
	Submission


	It is submitted that the ramps along this stretch of road are undesirable, as it is a busy route and the addition of ramps will make it uncomfortable to drive on.



	15.
	Response


	There have been reports of inappropriate speeding on this stretch of road. The traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20. 



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	16.
	Submission


	It is suggested that elimination of the blind bend at Whitecliff Junction would be more beneficial than the provision of traffic calming platforms, which do little as traffic already will be travelling at reduced speeds due to the presence of the bend.



	16.
	Response


	This Traffic Calming Scheme does not encompass any alteration of the existing road layout, and measures to remove or significantly change this bend are outside the scope of this particular scheme. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	17.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the ramp south of Sarah Curran Avenue junction should be moved to the junction creating a pedestrian-friendly crossing point.



	17.
	Response


	The proposed location was suggested on the basis that traffic travelling the relatively straight stretch between Whitecliff and Sarah Curran Avenue will be slowed sufficiently on the approach to the signalised junction. Pedestrians will be catered for by inclusion of a dedicated crossing phase in the traffic light staging arrangement.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	18.
	Submission


	The locations of many of the vehicular entrances are close to bends in the road.



	18.
	Response


	Provision of traffic calming platforms will increase safety for those using the vehicular entrances.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	19.
	Submission


	It is requested that consideration be given to the location of the ramp on the basis that the Whitechurch Road between Silveracre Bungalow and Acrebrook is prone to flooding during times of heavy rain.



	19.
	Response


	The traffic calming platforms to be provided as part of this scheme will not extend across the full width of the road, and will provide drainage channels at both sides of the road. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	20.
	Submission


	Development of land adjacent to Silveracre Bungalow

A new entrance will be required in the future for development of these lands.

	20.
	Response


	Future entrances will be taken into consideration as part of individual planning applications and will be dealt with by South Dublin County Council Planning Department on a case by case basis. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	21.
	Submission


	Commercial traffic to Campbell’s Packaging and the Ford Centre is necessary for the operation of these businesses and should be taken into account.



	21.
	Response


	The accessibility of Campbell’s Packaging and the Ford Centre will not be compromised by any of the measures proposed by the Traffic Calming Scheme including the 3 tonne limit, whereby access for business purposes is permitted.

 The traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	22.
	Submission


	Fire and Ambulance services require access to all properties on and off this route



	22.
	Response


	The ease of Fire and Ambulance service access will not be compromised by any of the measures proposed by the Traffic Calming Scheme as the traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	23.
	Submission


	Bin collectors require access to all property on and off this route.



	23.
	Response


	The ease of Bin collectors access will not be compromised by any of the measures proposed by the Traffic Calming Scheme as the traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (12)

	24.
	Submission


	The provision of concealed entrance signage at both entrances to the Church of Ireland Parish Church is sought due to high level of usage of these entrances



	24.
	Response


	It is envisaged that the provision of ramps will slow traffic in the vicinity of these entrances.




RECOMMENDATION:


This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & 
Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Whitechurch Road proposed 
Traffic Calming Scheme are in accordance with the 2004 – 2010 County Development 
Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is recommended that the Council approve the proposed Scheme as 
advertised.


No funding source has yet been identified for this Scheme.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County 
Council for decision.
List of Submissions

1. Richenda Garland, 74 Grangebrook Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

2. David McGuinness, 74 Grangebrook Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

3. Rev. A. H. McKinley & Shirley Wallace, Whitechurch National School, Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

4. Geraldine Doyle, Tara Hill & St. Patrick's Cottages EMC, 6 Tara Hill Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

5. John Browne, 91 Whitecliff, Whitecliff Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

6. Niall O'Connor, 83 Grangebrook Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

7. Vincent & Joan Moloney, Silveracre Bungalow, Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

8. John Hickey, 25 Whitechurch Hill, Edmonstown, Dublin 16

9. Derry O'Leary, Dublin Bus

10.Cormac Farrell, Willowbrook Lawn Resident's Association, 37 Willbrook Lawn, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

11. Angela O'Donoghue, Glendoher & District Residents Association, 17 Glendoher Close, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16on behalf of;


Michael Cooney, Willbrook & Willbrook Downs Residents Association, 36 Willbrook Estate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16


Dr. Joe Kearney, Whitecliff Residents Association, 124 Whitecliff, Whitechurch Road, Dublin 16


Neil Kennedy, Palmer Park & Pearse Park Resident’s 
Association, 28 Pearse Brothers Park, Ballyboden, Dublin 16


David McShane, Scholarstown Road / Stocking Lane Resident’s Association, Donington, Scholarstown Road, Dublin 16


Kevin O’Halloran, Boden Park Resident’s Association, 21 The Rise, Boden Park, Dublin 16

12. Alan Balfe, 105 Whitecliff, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
13. Mrs Rhodanne Heaney, Whitechurch Church of Ireland.”

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
 H9/1109
PART 8 REPORT ON STOCKING LANE - PROPOSED FOOTPATH & CYCLETRACK UPGRADE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The attached report was considered at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting 
on Tuesday, 13th October, 2009.


Following consideration of the report the Committee recommended that the proposed 
scheme be implemented subject to the following modification as listed in the report:-

Modification:

· The provision of a pedestrian gate at the proposed footpath from the bus-
stop to Prospect Heath.
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

[image: image2.jpg]



MEETING OF RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Headed Item no. 4


REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
2001-2007, STOCKING LANE PROPOSED FOOTPATH AND CYCLETRACK 
UPGRADE


INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 prescribes the 
requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The 
Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of the Footpath 
and Cycletrack Upgrade along Stocking Lane.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:


Footpath and cycle track upgrade along western side of Stocking Lane from 
Scholarstown Road to the M50 Motorway Bridge:


The proposed works comprise: -

· The construction of approximately 800m of 1.5m wide footpath with drop kerbs at junctions.


The construction of approximately 800m of 1.5m wide cycletrack with drop kerbs at junctions.

· The construction of 550m of timber knee rail.


Vegetation clearance and grass seeding to verges.

· The planting of beech hedging along boundary to Dublin City Council Lands.


Traffic Calming Platforms

· Pedestrian Access from Prospect Heath to Bus Stop on east side of Stocking 
Lane

· Public Lighting


CONSULTATION PROCESS:


The Stocking Lane Proposed Footpath and Cycletrack Scheme was advertised in 
accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2007, 
Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the 
proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 24th September 2008. 
The Scheme went on public display on Wednesday 24th September 2008 at the 
offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, 
County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Dublin 16. 
The closing date for submissions was Friday 21st November 2008.


SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:


15 submissions were received.  A schedule of submissions is attached to this report 
and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.


ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE 
SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (6)

	1.
	Submission


	That the proposed traffic calming platform south of the entrance to Prospect Manor Estate be extended to the full width of the entrance in order to alleviate the problem of vehicles traveling at speed into and out of the estate. Advance signage north and possibly south of the junction of Prospect Drive and Stocking Lane to highlight the presence of Prospect Heath is also suggested.


	1.
	Response


	The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge  to Scholarstown Road.

The provision of two traffic calming platforms south of Prospect manor will slow traffic approaching and entering the estate from the south. The existing traffic calming platform north of the entrance currently slows traffic entering the estate from the north. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2),(7) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (1) and(6), Deputy on Behalf of Individual Resident (4)

	2.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the bus stop be moved to a more suitable location above the   entrance to the estate to provide for safer pedestrian movements and negating the need for the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath, therefore eliminating the risk of young children running onto Stocking Lane via this proposed pathway Making maintenance of the landscaped area beside the proposed pedestrian entrance difficult, increase in the amount of litter due to increased pedestrian traffic through Prospect Heath, disturbance to wildlife / birds nesting in the shrubbery.

It was also requested that the ditch between Stocking Lane and Prospect Heath which was removed as part of the initial installation is reinstated after the bus stop is relocated.



	2.
	Response


	The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing. For this reason it is not proposed to relocate the bus-stop.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is now proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.    




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7),(14) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (6)

	3.
	Submission


	The residents would like to express their concern regarding the removal of mature trees along Stocking Lane and ask that all possible steps be taken to avoid unnecessary removal. There is plenty of space along the verge to create an alternative footpath/cycle route so that Trees 65 and 66 can be kept.



	3.
	Response


	A comprehensive Tree Survey and Ecology Survey were carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services and White Young Green Environmental respectively in order to assess the existing situation. 

These studies were commissioned to ensure that, insofar as possible, the impact on trees and other vegetation would be minimised. 

The tree survey carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services, classifies Trees 65 and 66 as Category C2, i.e. trees of low-quality/value with a minimum of 10 years life expectancy, and of mainly landscape values. The low level of significance attributed by the Tree Surveyor to these trees contributed to the decision to run the footpath/cycle track along its proposed route.

The best alignment will be achieved by removal of these trees, which was justified by the Tree Survey Assessment.  In the detailed design phase every effort will be made to retain the trees in question. 

A beech hedge is being provided to replace trees and other vegetation that may be removed during the course of the works.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	4.
	Submission


	The impact on both built and natural heritage and distinctive character environment, and on the significant number of protected structures that adjoin this road has not been addressed.



	4.
	Response


	Studies have been commissioned in respect of Ecological Assessment and Arboricultural Assessment of Trees on Stocking Lane, and the recommendations contained therein have been observed. 

With the exception of tree nos. 65 and 66 all other existing trees will be retained.  A beech hedge is being provided to replace trees and other vegetation that may be removed during the course of the works.

There are no protected structures along the route of the scheme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	5.
	Submission


	Consultants Report, Briefing Documents, Drawings And List of all third parties SDCC Officials and/or consultants have met, and all related correspondence including minutes of meetings are requested under the Freedom of Information Act.



	5.
	Response


	These have been dealt with under Freedom of Information procedure.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14),(15) 

	6.
	Submission


	Request for the completed Tree Survey to be provided for viewing



	6.
	Response


	The Ecological assessment and Tree Survey have been made available.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	7.
	Submission


	Proposed boundary treatments are of poor quality, do not offer biodiversity potential and are contrary to sustainable development.



	7.
	Response


	A comprehensive Tree Survey and Ecology Survey were carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services and White Young Green Environmental respectively in order to assess the existing situation. These were utilised to ensure that, insofar as possible, trees and vegetation would be maintained and the impact of works done minimal. 

It is proposed to provide timber post-and-rail fencing over approximately 200m, and a boundary of beech hedging for 350m, as shown on Drawing 06_090_202. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	8.
	Submission


	The cycle track should be split away from the footpath, so that the green verge is between the two, and the cycle track is at road level, becoming a cycle lane. It could rejoin the proposed cycle track by sloping upward to the north of the entrance to Dublin City Council Reservoir roughly between Trees 78 and 104 (as shown on Layout 2, Drawing 06_090_202). It was felt that this would be superior to the current proposal as it would reduce interaction between cyclists and pedestrians, make clear that cyclists have priority at junctions and would enable cyclists turning right out of the Prospect Estate to access the cycle lane directly.



	8.
	Response


	Investigation of existing ground levels on-site show that provision of an on-road cycle-lane would require substantial works. This would impact on the existing verge requiring significant cut and removal of the existing verge, and may impact on trees numbered 105, 106 and 107.

The current proposal has been designed in accordance with good practice whereby a separate and distinct cycletrack and footpath is provided.  




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	9.
	Submission


	It is unclear what the purpose of the dogleg route is. Doglegs are difficult to manoeuvre for cyclists.



	9.
	Response


	This has been shown on the proposed layout to facilitate a possible future temporary scenario that may arise during construction of a development at the northwestern end of Stocking Lane.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	10.
	Submission


	To preserve the natural hedgerows on the western side of the road, a footpath/cycle lane could be provided on the eastern side of the road, instead of the western side of the road, from the northern end of the scheme as far as the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath.



	10.
	Response


	As the lands on the west side of Stocking Lane, from Scholarstown Road to the proposed beech hedging, have planning permission, the existing hedgerows on the west side will not be retained in the long-term. Construction of a footpath and cycle-track on the east side of Stocking Lane would require substantial land acquisition and removal of a number of mature trees.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	11.
	Submission


	The proposed section of cycle track on the southwest side of the bridge over the M50 does not serve any useful purpose. It is essentially ‘half’ a cycle track, which can prove frustrating for cyclists.



	11.
	Response


	The proposed section of cycle track will lead into a shared pedestrian/cyclist route on the existing path that runs along the southwest side of the bridge over the M50. At 2.5m wide, this path is above the minimum width for shared pedestrian / cyclist routes on bridges as per Section 3.10.1 ‘Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities at bridges, tunnels and towpaths’ of ‘Provision of cycle facilities’ published by the Department of the Environment. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2) Councillor on behalf of individual Resident (1) (3)and(4)

	12.
	Submission


	The provision of more traffic calming platforms would help to discourage dangerous driving in particular at the corner of Stocking Lane and Scholarstown Road.



	12.
	Response


	It is envisaged that the current proposals are adequate to address inappropriate speeding, particularly south of Prospect Manor. Further traffic calming platforms are not considered necessary as part of this scheme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (10) Councillor on behalf of individual Resident (9) and(11)

	13.
	Submission


	It is requested that the southbound bus stop be kept at its current location. For pedestrian access, a pathway to the rear of the bus stop, or alternatively a short footpath could be considered.

Please ensure that bus stops and footpaths on Stocking Lane are wheelchair accessible and have bus-shelters. Many residents are happy with the existing bus-stop location but would prefer to see a safer bus stop with shelter.



	13.
	Response


	It is proposed to retain the bus-stop in its current location.

The bus stops on Stocking Lane will be provided with kassel kerbs, and thereby will be wheelchair accessible to current standards. The provision of bus shelters is a matter for Dublin Bus


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (12),(13)

Councillor on behalf on Individual Resident (1) and (6)

	14.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the bus stop be moved 15m north of its current position and provide a footpath from the existing pedestrian entrance to ensure safer pedestrian movements and negating the need for the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath, and the perceived disadvantages of providing this, i.e. 

· the risk of young children running onto Stocking Lane via this proposed pathway.

· Making maintenance of the landscaped area beside the proposed pedestrian entrance difficult

· Increase in the amount of litter due to increased pedestrian traffic through Prospect Heath

· Disturbance to wildlife / birds nesting in the shrubbery.
This would also provide pedestrian facilities for pedestrians travelling to the Airpark Estate, would not pose a threat to mature trees on the east side of Stocking Lane.
No reason has been given as to why the relocation requested was refused on safety grounds.

It is proposed that the existing bus-stop be connected to the existing vehicular and pedestrian access to Prospect Manor by construction of a new footway on the eastern side of Stocking Lane over a distance of approximately 30m therefore

· leading to a significant improvement in visibility for traffic exiting from Prospect Drive onto Stocking Lane by ensuring an appropriate visibility splay is maintained.

· It would provide a connection into Prospect Manor which uses the existing access point and hence lies on the pedestrian desire line

· It would improve visibility for any pedestrians who choose to cross Stocking Lane at this location.

Alternatively a footway could be provided from the southbound bus stop to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing at the northern end of Prospect Heath. Relocation of the bus stop 15m north of its current location to minimise works necessary.



	14.
	Response


	The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing. For this reason it is not proposed to relocate the bus-stop.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is now proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.  




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (13)

	15.
	Submission


	It is proposed that pruning of the foliage overhanging the boundary fence will be necessary to ensure that improved visibility can be maintained for exiting vehicles.



	15.
	Response


	This is a matter for the Council’s maintenance programme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (13)

	16.
	Submission


	It is proposed that the scheme replace the single traffic-calming platform with a table junction covering the junction of Prospect Drive and Stocking Lane, therefore reducing speed of all traffic through this junction



	16.
	Response


	The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge to Scholarstown Road.

The provision of two traffic calming platforms south of Prospect manor will slow traffic approaching and entering the estate from the south. The existing traffic calming platform north of the entrance currently slows traffic entering the estate from the north.

Works within Prospect Manor are not a matter for this Scheme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : An Garda Siochana 

	17.
	Submission


	There are no Garda submissions or objections to be made in regard to the above upgrade.



	17.
	Response


	This has been acknowledged.


RECOMMENDATION:


This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & 
Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Stocking Lane proposed footpath 
and cycletrack upgrade are in accordance with the 2004 – 2010 County Development 
Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.


It is recommended that the Council approve of the proposed Scheme subject to the 
following modification:-

Modification:

· The provision of a pedestrian gate at the proposed footpath from the bus-stop to Prospect Heath 

No funding source has yet been identified for this Scheme.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County 
Council for decision.
List of Submissions
	1
	Councillor Marie Ardagh
	On behalf of Gerry O’ Connell
	4 Prospect Heath

	2
	Gerry O’Connell
	Resident
	4 Prospect Heath

	3
	Councillor Cait keane
	On behalf of Emer Campion
	Brookwood

	4
	Deputy Tom Kitt
	On Behalf of Gerry O’ Connell
	4 Prospect Heath

	5
	D. Kelly
	Resident
	4 Prospect Heath

	6
	Councillor Cait keane on behalf of David Kelly
	Prospect Manor Residents Association
	56 The Meadows, Prospect Manor, Ballyboden

	7
	David Kelly
	Prospect Manor Residents Association
	56 The Meadows, Prospect Manor, Ballyboden

	8
	Superintendent Eamon Dolan
	An Garda Siochana
	Tallaght, Dublin 24

	9
	Councillor John Lahart
	Paul Malone
	58 Prospect View

	10
	Seamus Keating
	Resident
	52 Prospect Meadows

	11
	Councillor Cait Keane
	Paul Malone
	58 Prospect View

	12
	D.F. Rooney
	On behalf of residents no. 2,3,4,5,8,9 Prospect Heath
	7, Prospect Heath

	13
	Alan O'Brien
	Chartered Engineer
	Faber Maunsell Consulting Engineers

	14
	Padraig MacOitir
	South Dublin Conservation Society
	PO Box 10998, Tallaght D24

	15
	Angela

O'Donoghue
	On Behalf of Scholarstown Road/Stocking Lane Residents Association, Boden Park Residents Association, Brookwood Residents Association, Willbrook and Willbrook Downs Residents Association, Whitecliff Residents Association, Palmer Park and Pearse Park Residents Association”
	Glendoher & District Residents Association


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report subject to the following modification:

“That the proposed path and pedestrian gate at the South bound bus stop at Prospect Manor be omitted from the Scheme.”

It was further AGREED that the Council arrange a meeting between Dublin Bus, An Garda Siochana, the Residents of Prospect Manor and the Council to discuss the siting of the Bus Stop.
H10/1109
PART 8 FOR THE UPGRADE (INSTALLATION OF A STANDBY GENERATOR) OF LUCAN SPA DRAINAGE PUMP STATION

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Introduction

Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2007 
outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of Local Authority 
developments. These regulations apply to the proposed upgrade of the existing waste 
water pumping station at Lucan Spa, as described below:


·        Construction of an new concrete plinth to facilitate the installation of a new 

Back-Up Electrical Generator,


·        Widening of the current entrance and erection of a steel platform and access 

steps at the entrance (within the current site boundary) and


·        Associated works, painting, fencing and landscaping. 


The purpose of the proposed scheme is to provide improved access and egress for 
maintenance purposes and an extension to facilitate the installation of a new back-up 
electrical generator. The back-up generator will replace / negate the need for the use 
of a by pass pump during ESB phase failure.


Consultation Process:

The Proposal for this scheme was advertised in accordance with the requirements of 
Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2007 
on 26th February , 2009 in the Irish Independent.  Plans and particulars of the 
proposed scheme were on display and available for inspection or purchase in the 
offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght Dublin 24; South Dublin 
County Council, Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 and in Lucan Library, Newcastle 
Road, Lucan from Monday 2nd March 2009 until Friday 27th March 2009. Submissions 
and observations with respect to this matter, dealing with the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated 
were to be sent to SEO, Environmental Services Department, South Dublin County 
Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. The closing date for receipt of written 
submissions / observations was 4:30pm on Friday 10th April 2009.


A presentation pertaining to the particulars of the proposed development was also 
made to Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 24th of March 2009.


List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with 
respect to the proposed development: 

No submissions or observations were received from the public.


This report on the proposed development was noted at the meeting of the 
Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee held on the 28th October 2009 and it was 
agreed that project should proceed as proposed.


Recommendation: 

This report is submitted in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & 
Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Lucan Spa Drainage Pumping 
Station upgrade are in accordance with the 2004 – 2010 County Development Plan 
and with the proper Planning and Sustainable Development of the area. 


It is hereby recommended that this project proceed as proposed.”

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
 H11/1109    REPORT ON THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER EXISTING PATHWAY ALONGSIDE 1 RAHEEN DRIVE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee 
Meeting (2) held on Monday, 27th October, 2009.


Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor D. 
Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over 
existing pathway alongside of 1 Raheen Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown coloured 
red on Map Ref. RE 0703, not be extinguished”.


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 
Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over existing pathway 
alongside of 1 Raheen Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing 
No. RE 0703 not be extinguished.”

COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

TUESDAY 27TH OCTOBER, 2009

HEADED ITEM NO. 3

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER EXISTING 
PATHWAY ALONG SIDE OF 1 RAHEEN DRIVE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24. MAP 
REF: RE 0703 

“The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 
Monday 28th September, 2009. It was agreed to defer consideration of this report to 
the 
October Meeting of the Committee.


Report:-


The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 
Monday 27th April, 2009.


“An application has been received from a resident of Raheen Drive to formally 
extinguish the public right-of-way over the existing pathway along side of 1, Raheen 
Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24 due to anti-social behaviour.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on 
Wednesday 6th May, 2009 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 
73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations 
and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 19th June, 2009.


4 objections were received from residents of 3, 4, 11 and 13 Raheen Court. A file 
containing the objections is available at the meeting.


Bord Gais, Eircom  and NTL have stated that they have no objections to the proposed 
extinguishment.


ESB have no objection but wish to be contacted before any works commence. 


Water and Drainage Sections have no objections. 


Public Lighting have no objection but draw attention to public lighting cables running 
in the footpath along Raheen Court and due care must be considered when 
excavating. 

The Roads Department would require that the applicant would construct a 
new footpath should the existing public right-of-way be extinguished.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting 
of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council. 


Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the 
Council. “
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It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor T Ridge and AGREED:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over existing pathway alongside of 1 Raheen Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0703 not be extinguished.”

H12/1109
APPROVAL TO REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORTS AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF SITE AT KILLINARDEN PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 – PROPOSED LEASE OF SITE FOR PROVISION OF CHANGING ROOMS – CROI RO NAOFA GAA CLUB

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The Council proposes to grant a 35 year lease of a site at Killinarden Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club for the provision of changing rooms.  A report on this proposal is being presented to the members of the Council for consideration at the meeting of the Council to be held on 9/11/2009.  The proposed lease is subject to certain terms and conditions.
 
The terms and conditions provide, inter alia, that Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club would be 
granted a building licence to enter the land and construct the changing rooms that 
shall be to the satisfaction of the Council and on satisfactory completion, the Club 
shall be granted a lease. 


 Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club has secured Sports Capital funding towards the provision of 
the changing rooms from the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism and a condition of 
the payment of the grant monies requires the Club to enter into a Deed of Covenant 
and Charge with the Minister to continue to use the facility for the purpose for which 
the funds were provided for a specified period of fifteen years and in the event of it 
failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant to the Minister.  This Deed of 
Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Club’s leasehold 
interest, once the lease is finalised. 

 
The Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism also requires the Council, as Lessor and 
freehold owner of the site to enter into an agreement, undertaking that in the event 
of the Club ceasing to continue to use the lands for sporting and recreational 
purposes and the Council, recovering possession of the lands, having exercised its 
right to forfeiture under the Lease, to ensure the lands are used for sporting and 
recreational purposes, or alternatively, repay to the Minister the amount of the grant 
then owing or such sum as the Minister may demand, whichever is the lesser 
amount. 


The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism will only release grant funding to the 
Club once a Deed of Charge and Covenant is in place as a burden on the lease.  
However as the lease will only be granted once work has been satisfactorily 
completed, this leaves the Club in a position where it would not be able to draw 
down funds during the course of the works.  In order to assist the Club in availing of 
the grant funding and to ensure that the facility will be completed, the Council 
proposes to accept, subject to the requisite statutory approvals, the Deed of 
Covenant and Charge being registered as a burden against the Council-owned lands 
in favour of the Minister. 


On completion of the lease, the Council will seek to have this burden discharged and 
the Minister may then register the burden against the leasehold interest of Croí Ró 
Naofa GAA Club.


The terms and conditions of the proposed lease also provide that Club shall not sell, 
assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the subject 
property without the prior consent of the Council and accordingly the Council’s 
consent to the registration of a burden in favour of the Minister against the Club’s 
leasehold interest will be required. 


 In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may 
approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, 
guarantees or financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, 
such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.  The above definition would 
include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by 
other parties for facilities constructed thereon. 

 
Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolutions:


“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that 
the Council approves the registering of the charge in favour of the Minister for Arts, 
Sport and Tourism against the Council in respect of a site at Killinarden Park, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24 as outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/27/09 to enable Croí Ró 
Naofa GAA Club draw down Sports Capital grant monies in the sum of €182,000.00 
towards the construction of changing room facilities on the site and that following the 
grant of the proposed lease in this case that the Council consents to the registration 
of the Deed of Charge and Covenant against the leasehold interest."


"That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the 
Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts, Sports and 
Tourism in respect of the same site, following the grant of the lease."
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It was proposed by Councillor Duff, seconded by Councillor Corr nd AGREED:
“That the Council adopt the following resolutions:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the Council approves the registering of the charge in favour of the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism against the Council in respect of a site at Killinarden Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/27/09 to enable Croí Ró Naofa GAA Club draw down Sports Capital grant monies in the sum of €182,000.00 towards the construction of changing room facilities on the site and that following the grant of the proposed lease in this case that the Council consents to the registration of the Deed of Charge and Covenant against the leasehold interest."
"That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism in respect of the same site, following the grant of the lease." “
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H13/1109
LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE - NOMINATION OF NON-COUNCILLOR MEMBERS


The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


 “The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee was established by the 
Council in 1999 in accordance with the requirements of the Housing (Traveller 
Accommodation) Act, 1998 and comprises members of the council, local 
Travellers, representatives of Traveller bodies and council officials. 

 
Following the Local Elections which were held on the 5th June 2009, the Minister of 
Housing and Social Services directed that each local authority establish a new LTACC. 


The following Councillors were elected to this Committe at the Council Meeting of the 
12th  October, 2009 -  Cllr. Gus O'Connell Chairman, Cllr. Cathal King, Cllr. Cait 
Keane, Cllr. Eamonn Moloney, Cllr Dermot Looney.


The Act states that the membership of the Committee should comprise the following ;


(a) members of the Local Authority,


(b) officials of the Local Authority,


(c) representatives of local travellers and traveller bodies. 


 Department guidelines have indicated that elected Members should constitute 
no more than 50% of membership, and 25% of the membership should be Traveller 
representatives, or local travellers. In accordance with this ruling, South Dublin 
County Council Traveller Accommodation Unit sought nominations from Local 
Travellers and Traveller  representative bodies to nominate members to the 
Committee. 


The following members are proposed:


 Elaine Cusey , Bob Conroy -   Representatives of Tallaght Traveller Community  
Development Project, and local travellers

 
Sharon Kennedy, Bridget Connors           -    Representatives of Tallaght Travellers 
Youth Service           


 Bernard Joyce, Geraldine Hanley, Maggie Reilly                -   Representatives of 
Clondalkin Travellers Development Group, and local travellers.


Paul Fleming - South Dublin County Council representative.


 As the making of appointments to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee is a reserved function of the Council, the following resolution is required:


 “That South Dublin County Council hereby resolves that Elaine Cusey and Bob 
Conroy, Tallaght Travellers Community Development Project, Sharon Kennedy and 
Bridget Connors, Tallaght Travellers Youth Service, and Bernard Joyce, Geraldine 
Hanley, and Maggie Reilly of Clondalkin Travellers Development Group, be appointed 
to the Traveller Representatives strand, and Paul Fleming be appointed South Dublin 
County Councils Staff representative of the new Local Traveller Accommodation 
Consultative Committee in accordance with Section 22(3) of the Housing (Traveller 
Accommodation) Act, 1998”
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It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney,    and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council hereby resolves that Elaine Cusey and Bob Conroy, Tallaght Travellers Community Development Project, Sharon Kennedy and Bridget Connors, Tallaght Travellers Youth Service, and Bernard Joyce, Geraldine Hanley, and Maggie Reilly of Clondalkin Travellers Development Group, be appointed to the Traveller Representatives strand, and Paul Fleming be appointed South Dublin County Councils Staff representative of the new Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee in accordance with Section 22(3) of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.”
H14/1109
AUDIT COMMITTEE - APPROVAL OF EXTERNAL NOMINATIONS 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:


“In accordance with the Audit Committee Charter approved by this Council in 2008 
the Audit Committee shall have seven members including at least four external 
members and not more than three serving or retired Councillors. Membership of the 
 Committee will be established by resolution of the Council.  


This Council approved the elected members representation on the Audit Committee 
at the July 2009 Council meeting (Councillors D. Keating, J. Lahart and G. O'Connell) 
and in accordance with the Charter the external members must be also be approved 
by the Council on the nomination of the Manager following consultation with the 
Mayor.    Under the terms of Circular Letter F 11/07 of 23rd May 2007 (see 
attached)  the external members should have financial management/audit expertise 
and following consultation between the County Manager and Mayor Mick Duff the 
following external nominations are recommended to the Council for approval:


1. Mr. Gerry Lynch, Director of Finance Adelaide & Meath Hospital - nominated by 
Adelaide & Meath Hospital 


2. Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary / Financial Controller, Tallaght Institute of 
Technology - nominated by Tallaght Institute of Technology 


3. Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, Newmarket Partnership - nominated by South Dublin Chamber


4. Mr. Garrett Robinson, SIAC Construction - nominated by South Dublin Chamber


It is considered that together with the three Council nominees, the external members 
proposed will constitute a very strong team to continue the role laid down for the 
Audit Committee in the approved Charter and it is recommended that the Manager's 
nominations as outlined above be approved.”
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. O’ Connell     and AGREED:

“That the Manager's nominations for external membership of the South Dublin County Council Audit Committee as outlined in the foregoing report be approved.”


Circular Fin 11/2007
Circular Fin  11/2007

23 May 2007

Audit Function in Local Authorities

Dear Manager,

As advised in Circular Fin 01/07 of 5 January 2007, the Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006 (BIDS Act) provides for an enhanced role for audit committees in local authorities.  These new provisions reflect best practice and developments in corporate governance in both the public and private sectors, and also flow from recommendations in Report No. 23 by the Value for Money Unit of the Local Government Audit Service.  The latter report was primarily designed to provide an update on the Development of Internal Audit in Local Authorities. 

Purpose of Circular

The purpose of this circular is twofold, to:

(i) request local authorities to put arrangements in hand to set  up audit committees (pending finalisation, shortly, of regulations under the BIDS Act), and 

(ii) to remind local authorities of their responsibilities in relation to internal audit. 

Background

Local government modernisation over the past decade has brought significant improvements in the governance of local authorities through, for example, the formation of corporate policy groups and strategic policy committees, strengthening of the finance function, modernisation of accounting systems to a full accrual basis and the introduction of risk management to the sector.  

The scale, complexity and diversity of local government business, allied to the need for transparency and accountability in regard to the performance of each authority, serve to highlight the importance of regularly reviewing the effectiveness of internal financial and operational controls.  

Audit Committees

Section 5 of the BIDS Act replaces the narrowly defined provisions in Section 122 of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to audit committees in local authorities.  The new provisions provide for enhancement of the role of audit committees and will allow for the inclusion of outside expert membership on such committees.  

The functions of an audit committee under the new provisions are to:

· review financial and budgetary reporting practices and procedures within a local authority,

· foster the development of best practice in the internal audit function,

· review auditors’ reports and special reports and assess follow-up action by management,

· assess and promote efficiency and value for money,

· review risk management systems, and

· make such recommendations to the authority as the committee considers appropriate in relation to the foregoing.

The new provisions provide for the making of regulations by the Minister in relation to the membership of audit committees, the holding of meetings, reporting, performance of the functions of an audit committee, etc.   Pending the making of regulations, each city and county council is now requested to put in place arrangements for the setting up of an audit committee as early as possible, and not later than end October 2007, along the lines set out below.  The committee should remain in place for the duration of the current elected council, with subsequent committees to be established within three months of the first meeting of each council.  

General
The Audit Committee will have an independent role in advising the Council on financial reporting processes, internal control, risk management and audit matters, as part of the systematic review of the control environment and governance procedures of the Council.

The committee will be non-executive and will be independent in the determination of its work programme and in formulating any recommendations, taking account of the functions referred to above. 

The audit committee should operate under a clear Charter which would include, inter alia, the role and functions of the committee, membership structure and eligibility, details of meetings arrangements, working procedures, access of committee to persons, and reporting arrangements.   A draft charter for this purpose is set out in Appendix 1.  

Role of Committee 

Within the statutory functions set out in the BIDS Act, the role of the committees will be to:

· review the Council’s financial and budgetary reporting practices and procedures,

· foster the development of best practice in the internal audit function and, as part of this:

· review the internal audit charter and bring any recommendations to the attention of the Manager, 

· review and assess the draft annual internal audit plan, 

· monitor implementation of the internal audit plan on a quarterly basis  and the extent to which audit objectives are being achieved, 

· assess the outcome of the internal audit process, having regard to  any findings and recommendations of the internal audit unit and management responses thereto, 

· assess the implementation of agreed corrective actions by management having regard to follow-up audits, 

· review the report of audit activities by the internal audit unit, within  three months of the year end, 

· request special reports from Internal Audit as considered appropriate,

· review Local Government Auditors’ reports and assess management response and follow-up actions,

· assess and promote value for money/efficiency, including collection performance across income streams, 

· consider whether processes are in place to manage risks effectively, in accordance with organisational guidelines and business plans, 

· report to the Council at least annually, and in any event within three months of the end of each calendar year, providing such advice and making such recommendations, if any, to the Council as the committee considers appropriate.
Membership

· An audit committee should generally have five members, including at least three external members, and not more than two serving or retired Councillors  (i.e. a former Councillor no longer holding an elected position at national or local political level).  Where total expenditure (current and capital) by a local authority in 2005 exceeded €250m, the local authority may wish to consider having a seven member committee, including at least four external members, and not more than three serving or retired Councillors.

· The Committee should be established by resolution of the Council and the external members should be approved by the Council on the nomination of the Manager following consultation with the Cathaoirleach/Mayor.

· At least one of the external members should have financial management/audit expertise in the case of a five member committee.  Where a local authority chooses to have a seven member committee, at least two of the external members should have financial management/audit expertise. 

· The chair of a committee will be selected by its members and, in line with best practice, will be one of the external members.

· Council officials cannot be committee members.

· Appointments to a committee will be for the duration of the elected council. 

Meetings 

· There should be at least four meetings each calendar year. 

· The quorum will be three members in the case of a five member committee or four members in the case of a seven member committee.

· In the absence of the chairperson, those present will elect a chairperson for the meeting. 

Access, Reporting and Working Procedures 

· The committee will be entitled to discuss issues arising in the course of its work with the Manager, Directors of Service (including the Head of Finance) and the Head of the Internal Audit Unit.

· The Manager, Directors of Service (including the Head of Finance) and the Head of the Internal Audit Unit should attend meetings, when requested to do so by the committee. 

· The relevant Local Government Auditor should be invited to meet the committee at least once a year to discuss matters of mutual interest.  In addition, the Local Government Auditor or the Head of the Internal Audit Unit may, with the agreement of the chairperson of the committee, request a meeting to discuss a matter of exceptional importance.  
· The Local Government Auditor and the Head of Internal Audit may communicate with the Committee as they consider necessary.

· In presenting a report to the Council, the committee shall simultaneously forward a copy of the report to the Manager.

· Following presentation of an annual or other report by the committee, the Council will be entitled to discuss the findings with the Manager. 

· The committee will adopt it own working procedures.

· The Director of Corporate Services should act as Secretary to the committee.

Miscellaneous

· The committee may, following due notice to the Council and the Manager, seek independent professional advice.

· Training and support should be provided to assist members in discharging their functions.

· The charter of the committee may be amended or updated by resolution of the Council. 

Internal Audit

Statutory requirements in relation to internal audit are set out in Article 16 of the Local Government (Financial Procedures and Audit) Regulations 2002, which require local authorities to ‘maintain an adequate and effective system of internal audit of its accounting records and control systems’.  

Report No. 23 – Follow-up Report on the Development of Internal Audit in Local Authorities - by the Value for Money Unit of the Local Government Audit Service, which addressed the role and objectives of internal audit, indicated that, while the majority of local authorities have an internal audit function, progress by many authorities in the development of the internal audit function since the Local Government Audit Service’s earlier report of December 2000 has been disappointing.  The findings from the survey carried out by the Local Government Audit Service are summarised in section 7 of the report, with the detailed findings set out in Appendices 2 to 6.  Section 8 of the Report makes a number of recommendations in relation to enhancement of the internal audit function.  

The Minister considers that Report No. 23 by the Local Government Audit Service is a timely reminder of the need to give priority to the internal audit function in local authorities in order to meet modern corporate governance requirements.  Each Manager is requested, therefore, to review his/her internal audit arrangements in light of the findings and recommendations in Report No. 23 with a view to achieving appropriate levels of audit performance to meet the needs of each local authority under his/her control.  In the case of town councils, Managers should consider the making of appropriate arrangements under Part 10 of the Local Government Act 2001.

It is recommended that each authority should draw up a Charter in respect of the internal audit function.  A draft charter for this purpose is set out in Appendix 2.   

Conclusion

It is estimated that local authority spending in 2006 totalled approximately €9 billion between current and capital expenditure - funded through central and local taxation and charges for services.  The establishment of audit committees and enhancement of the internal audit function will have substantial significance for the public, business, and local authority elected members and management, and should further enhance internal control, risk management, accountability and value for money.

The Minister has asked the Department to monitor progress in particular on the establishment and operation of audit committees.  

Any queries arising from this circular may be addressed to Mr. Noel O’ Reilly, Local Government Finance Section, Custom House, Dublin 1 (tel: (01) 8882482 or email noel.o’reilly@environ.ie)

Mise le meas
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_____________________

Frank Gallagher

Principal Officer

Local Government Finance Section 

 H15/1109
OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION FOR 2010

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 

CONSIDERED:


“AUTHORISATION OF OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION 2010

Due to anticipated cashflow concerns it is considered prudent to seek approval for 
overdraft accommodation for the period 01/01/2010 to 31/12/2010. 


Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council approve, subject to the sanction of 
the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of 
overdraft accommodation to a limit of €20m for the period 01/01/2010 to 
31/12/2010.”
 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney    
and AGREED:
“That the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €20m for the period 01/01/2010 to 31/12/2010.”

CORRESPONDENCE

  Co1/1109
Correspondence from Hellenic Coca Cola

The above correspondence was NOTED.
Co2/1109
Correspondence from Kildare County Council - transfer of Minister's control 
on roads allocations

The above correspondence was NOTED.
Co3/1109
Correspondence from Dublin Bus - reply re bus stops
The above correspondence was NOTED.
Co4/1109
Correspondence from Monaghan Town Council -


(a) ESB meter readings


(b) The threat to the existence of Town Councils by on Bord Snip Nua


The above correspondence was NOTED.
 Co5/1109
Correspondence from Min for Enterprise, Trade & Employment - Job 
Initiative Scheme

The above correspondence was NOTED.
 Co6/1109
 Correspondence from Min for Ed. - School Building Programme

The above correspondence was NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/1109
MAYOR'S BUSINESS - TALLAGHT EDUCATE TOGETHER 


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh    and agreed without debate:    


“That this Council calls on the Minister for Education and Science to grant without further delay, Patronage to Tallaght Educate Together, to enable them to open a Primary School in Dublin 24.”

REPORT: 


If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Education & Science.
Bottom of Form

M2/1109
HEALTH & SAFETY - ROADWORKS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, and seconded by Councillor C. King



“That the Manager while recognizing the importance of Health and Safety at work and the need to provide a safe working environment for all Council employees and Contractor’s staff engaged in work on live roads adjacent to or close to traffic and with due regard to the safety of the general public that it is also necessary for this Council to be able to continue to provide and maintain services in a safe and efficient manner, calls for an immediate review of the new interpretation and the effects caused by the implementation of the Health and Safety at Work Act 2005, the various improvement plans and the Ashbourne Document to identify those services which are adversely effected or not being provided as a result of the cost and resource implications in attempting to carry out those functions.”


REPORT: 

Council and contractors staff working on a temporary roadwork’s site and on single 
carriageways roads must hold a FAS\FETEC Construction Skills Certification Scheme 
(CSCS) qualification as required by the Safety Health and Welfare at Work 
(Construction) Regulations 2006. The signage, lighting and guarding of the site must 
comply with Chapter 8 of the Department of Transport, Traffic Signs Manual. 


Council staff have been and are presently receiving training in Signs Lighting and 
Guarding at Roadwork’s and sufficient signage and barriers have been acquired to 
ensure that sites on single carriageways, operated by Council staff, comply with the 
regulations. Council services on single carriageway roads in the county can continue 
to be delivered and should not be adversely affected.


The setting up and operating of temporary roadworks on dual carriageways and 
motorways, including grass and hedge cutting,  requires significant resources, 
including crash cushion trucks, advance warning vehicles, communications and the 
training of staff to UK LANTRA standards at both operator and supervisor level. The 
Departments involved are actively examining the cost options of these types of 
operations on dual carriageways. 


Recently in order to comply with these regulations the Council has contracted in the 
services of crash cushion and advanced warning vehicles and the trained staff 
required, to set up the signage and guarding, when undertaking grass cutting on the 
medians of dual carriageways. This necessitates pre-cutting planning, on site 
guarding during works and removal on completion.  When taking into account all of 
the above, the costs have increased from approx. €500 to approx. €10000 for this 
type of operation on the dual carriageways in the County.
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Councillor Crowe moved the motion referring to the “Ashbourne Agreement” on foot of the Health & Safety at Work Act 2005 and road traffic incidents around that time. The consequences of the “Ashbourne Agreement” is the huge escalation of Local Authority costs associated with road works, in some cases up to twenty times what it used to cost for works. Councillor Crowe called for a balance to be struck and suggested that the CCMA re-open discussions on the difficulties the agreement was causing.  

A discussion on the Motion followed with contributions from Councillors, Brophy, Lavelle, King, Keating, O’Connell, Keane, and Lahart, all of whom supported the Motion.


Director of Services Mr. Jim Walsh outlined the priority of the Council: safety of staff, road users and requirement to comply with HSA agreements. He outlined the requirements when undertaking work on a single carriageway road and on dual carriageways.
Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager also addressed the meeting and indicated that the CCMA had set up a scenario and worked through a process during the agreement talks. He also informed the Members that it is now a criminal act on behalf of a Manager to instruct a member of staff to do something outside the standards agreed with the Health and Safety Authority.   He also stated that the use of paving and natural flora could enhance the look of an area and require little maintenance.  

The Report was NOTED and in conclusion Councillor Crowe requested that further discussion take place at CCMA meeting.   He also indicated that he will be putting down a Motion with the Dublin Regional Authority in relation to this matter.  
 M3/1109
WATER CHARGES

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney and seconded by Councillor G.  O’Connell


“That this Council opposes the introduction of domestic water charges and favours, instead, a combination of water conservation and education measures and a genuinely progressive taxation regime which adequately resources local government.”


REPORT:

South Dublin County Water Usage

South Dublin County consumes 70.484 MEGA (million) litres of water every day or 
over 25.7 billion litres per year. This water is purchased from Dublin City Council and 
Fingal County Council facilities at Ballymore Eustace and Leixlip.


The water is distributed to 95,000 users through a network of 3 storage reservoirs; 
pipes (1500 km); pumping stations; stopcocks; valves; manholes etc. To get clean 
water from the reservoirs to the taps in every household in the county, this network 
must be maintained to a high standard.


South Dublin County Waste Water Discharge


South Dublin County discharges 72.054 MEGA (million) Litres of waste water every 
day or 26.3 billion litres per year. This water is discharged to Dublin City Council 
facility at Ringsend.


The waste water is discharged by 95,000 users through a network of pipes (1400 
km); rising mains; pumping stations; gravity sewers; valves; manholes etc. To get 
the waste water to the treatment facility, this network must also be maintained to a 
high standard and the standard of treatment achieved is extremely high.


Current Water Usage levels


The 70,484,000 litre daily water usage amount is consumed as follows:


•    19% - 13,287,000 litres per day – Business Usage

The amount used by business is measured through the use of 5,500 water metres 
that provide an accurate measure of the water used by the Business community.


•    60% - 42,239,000 litres per day – Domestic Usage

The amount used by domestic users is not measured and therefore must be 
calculated on the basis of an assumed amount of usage per person. The assumed 
figure for domestic usage in Ireland is 147 litres per person per day or 407 litres per 
household per day. This compares with a usage level of 335 litres per household per 
day in Germany where water charges are used to fund services. There are 89,500 
households in the county.


This total figure includes a figure of approximately 5,759,000 litres per day that are 
lost on private domestic property through Customer Side leaks.


•    21% - 14,938,000 litres per day –Water losses

This figure is within the target best practice range for EU standards and is one of the 
lowest figures in the country as well as being the lowest in the Dublin Region. Losses 
are unavoidable in a large network of pipes of varying ages, materials, pressures etc. 
In order to continue to minimise losses, significant investment and management is 
required.


Current Waste Water Discharges levels

The 72,054,795 litre daily waste water amount is discharged as follows –


36% - 25,721,271 litres per day – Business Discharge 

64% - 46,333,523 litres per day – Domestic Discharge

These figures are calculated on the basis of average levels of population equivalents 
applied to each of the sectors and work out as follows –


4,677 litres discharged per day per business


185 litres discharged per day per person


Total Costs of Water and Waste Water Services

The total cost of delivering water and drainage services to the county comes to €40 
million per year. 


The majority of income relating to these services is contributed by the Business 
Sector through a consolidated water charge which covers both water and drainage 
services. The Council receives a total income of €10 million.


This leaves a shortfall of €30 million which is funded through a combination of an 
element of the Local Government Fund and, principally, Rates on the Business Sector.


Cost Recovery

A sum of 26 cent per person per day would come in to the Council if a per use charge 
was applied to domestic users. This 26 cent would be enough to pay for 147 litres of 
clean water consumed and 185 litres of waste water discharged and treated to very 
high environmental standards.


This price represents good value when compared with prices per litre for other items 
· Petrol                                  116 - 118 cents

· Bottled water                         73 - 90 cents

· Milk                                             106 cents

· Orange juice                        270 - 329 cents


A per use charge would mean €5.14 per week per household or €267 per year and 
would be sufficient to cover the current service levels used by domestic users.


Conservation/ Education

These tools are extensively used by the Council in reducing the usage levels of water 
in the county. In the context of a per use charging system, these tools can be used 
to help people to reduce their charge in the same way that per use charging has 
encouraged huge reductions in waste presentation and promoted recycling.


If the Motion is passed, the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the 
Minister for Finance and also to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government.
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Councillor Looney outlined his position in relation to this Motion and stated that in his view water was a basic human right and in his opinion water charging would be followed by privatization.  This was double taxation and a flat charge still would not take into account the amount of water needed by large families, individuals with illness etc.

A lengthy debate followed with contributions from Councillors Maloney, O’Connell, King, Gilligan, Keane, Hannon and Jones.  The following main issues were outlined:

· Opposition to domestic water charges which were viewed as a means of taxation and revenue generation. 

· It was broadly felt that general taxation should be used to fund water supply.  Charging for water would encourage privatization as it had with Waste Charges.


· Water is a scarce resource and extremely expensive to treat.
· Conservation and harvesting is the way forward: South Dublin County Council very proactive in this regard with best record for leakage control.

· Principle of equity in water pricing and charges required - flat charge was a convenient income generator but unfair.
· Water quality throughout the Country not consistent.

Director of Services Ms Philomena Poole outlined the main points of her report highlighting the use in the County of 71 million litres of water per day, equating to 147 litres per person.  She stated that the non domestic sector was shouldering the burden of the water bill and that South Dublin County Council had a leakage rate very close to optimum.

A roll call vote was taken on the Motion.  The results were as follows:

FOR:  

Councillors C. Brophy, E. Coburn, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, S. 

Crowe, T.  Delaney, R. Dowds, M. Duff, C. Jones, C. Keane, P. 

Kearns, D. Keating, G. Kenny, C. King, B. Lawlor, 
W. 


Lavelle, D. Looney, E. Maloney, M. Mc Donagh, T. Ridge, 

E. Tuffy

AGAINST:  
Councillors J. Hannon, E. Walsh
ABSTAIN:
Councillor G. O’ Connell

Cllr T. Gilligan and J. Lahart were absent from the chamber when the vote was taking place


In favour – 21


Against - 2


Absent 2


Abstained 1


The Motion was PASSED.

M4/1109
PLAYING PITCHES

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy and seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle


“That the Council cancel the increase in fees for playing pitches and revert to the 2008/9 fees. The proposed increase in fees is an unnecessary burden on clubs. Due to the recession it is now more difficult to fundraise or ask parents for more money. As such the Council should recognise this and cancel the fee increase.”


REPORT:

South Dublin County Council allocates temporary lettings of its playing pitches every 
year to various clubs and sporting organisations within the County.  The allocation is 
carried out by way of a 9 month seasonal letting subject to specified conditions 
including the payment of a fee.  The current fees have been reviewed with effect 
from August 2009 and covers the period 2009-2010; 2010-2011; and 2011-2012.  
The fees are applied to the l40 pitches provided and maintained by South Dublin 
County Council.   The fees for playing pitches were last reviewed in 2006.


For purpose of clarification, set out hereunder is the schedule of fees that applied to 
the period 2006-2009 and the fees applying under the current scheme 2009-20l2 
inclusive.


2006-2009       GAA

Clubs with one adult team - €550.


Each adult team in excess of one - €100 per team.


Clubs fielding no adult teams – no fee.


Soccer

Clubs with one adult team - €450.00


Each adult team in excess of one - €100.00 per team.


Clubs fielding no adult team – no fee.


Summer Lettings 

Clubs with one adult team - €100.00


Each adult team in excess of one - €50.00 per team


2009-2012       GAA

Clubs fee - €550.


All adult teams - €50 per team.


All teams from 12 to 18 inclusive - €30 per team


All teams from age 8 to 11 inclusive - €10 per team


Soccer

Clubs fee - €450.


All adult teams - €50 per team.


All teams from 12 to 18 inclusive - €30 per team


All teams from age 8 to 11 inclusive - €10 per team


Summer Lettings 

Club/team fee - €120.00


Each additional team - €50.00 per team


 The current scheme is deemed to be more equitable than previous schemes as all 
clubs contribute equally depending on the number of teams registered.  It should be 
noted that under previous schemes a number of clubs were exempt from the fee and 
consequently made no contribution to the maintenance and management of the 
pitches allocated to them. 


 It should also be noted that the average increase per team, of which there are 
approximately 770 teams using the pitches on a regular basis, is €0.65 per team per 
week.  The average weekly rate per team for the use of a pitch is approximately 
€2.30.


 The fees charged to the clubs is considered reasonable and contribute only in part to 
the annual specific cost incurred by the Council in the maintenance and management 
of the pitches developed and allocated throughout the County. 


As at the 31st of October 2009 the income received from the letting of pitches 
represents 66% of the fees invoiced to the various clubs which is similar to previous 
years.
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Councillor Brophy moved the motion and acknowledged the valid points made by the Manager which included:

· An outline of the old fee structure which was unfair as opposed to the 
new fee structure which was based on a sliding scale depending on 
amount of teams etc.  

· Pitch maintenance costs of €180,000 p.a. of which less than one-third 
comes 
in from teams.  
· The new fee will cost individual clubs and teams €2.30 per team per 
week, i.e., 15c per player per week.  These fees when compared with 
Fingal and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown were very fair.  
· Conscious of club / team running costs and invaluable investment by 
volunteers 

· Significant ancillary costs eg affiliation fees and refereeing costs 

· 66% of clubs have already paid their fees or have been in contact to 
make arrangements to pay and that there was not, as suggested by 
Members, widespread opposition.  
· Way forward is to get clubs who have not contacted the Council to 
make contact immediately and they will receive a sympathetic hearing, 
otherwise the Council may terminate letting due to uncertainty 
regarding insurance risks etc.  


Councillor Brophy acknowledged that the Manager had made some very valid 
points in his report but expressed dissatisfaction with the manner in which the 
issue was handled and the level of engagement with the clubs prior to 
increases in fees.   He called for the Manager to defer the increases for this 
year to allow for discussion on the matter.


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Lavelle, Keating, 
Ridge, Dowds, O’Connell, Kearns, Delaney and Jones, all of whom 
appreciated the need to generate income from letting pitches to finance the 
upkeep but felt that more consultation was needed between the Council and 
the clubs regarding the increases.  All Members acknowledged the work done 
by voluntary groups and hoped that an agreeable solution could be found.

Councillor W. Lavelle proposed the following amendment to the motion, 
which was seconded by Councillor R Dowds:
“That the Council reconsiders the increases in fees for playing pitches and requests the Manager, following meaningful consultation with clubs, to significantly reduce the rates of the newly introduced pitch fees for juvenile only clubs. Furthermore this council requests the manager to withdraw the letter to clubs threatening withdrawal of pitch allocations from tomorrow.”



The Manager assured all Members that the Council did not wish to put undue 
pressure on clubs but felt that the sliding scale of fees was reasonable and the 
Council was willing to engage in consultation with any clubs who were having 
a difficulty with the fees.  The clubs had been notified on three previous 
occasions regarding the fee increases which were clearly set out as being for 
the coming three years. He confirmed that there would not be an annual 
increase.  


The amended motion was PASSED and Councillor W. Lavelle withdrew 
Motion 20.  

 M7/1109
E-FLOW TOLLING

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor C. King and agreed without debate:


“This Council expresses its deep dissatisfaction with the operation of the e-flow tolling system on the M50 and asks its operators to give a presentation to South Dublin County Council with a view to improving the service at a greatly reduced cost.”
Councillor D. Looney requested that on a point of order a sustained effort must be made to clear motions at future meetings.

REPORT:

If the motion is approved the matter will be referred to the operators of the toll and 
when a reply is received the Council will be notified accordingly.
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(M9)
ROBERT DELANY
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff  and agreed without debate:

“That this Council supports the 'Justice for Robert Delany Campaign' and the recently established website www.innocentvictimsofviolence.ie 
which was set up by the Delany Family as a Forum of support and information for the Campaign and furthermore calls on any Citizen with information on the callous crime which resulted in Robert's hospitalisation to inform the Gardaí of any such information.”


REPORT:

If the motion is passed the members' condemnation of the 
attack on Robert 
Delany and their support for the "Justice for 
Robert Delany Campaign" will be 
conveyed in the form of a public statement.
Motions Number 10 & 17 as follows were agreed without debate as Cllr. Dowds highlighted that he was unhappy with the recent response issued by the Minister for Social & Family Affairs indicating her decision not to proceed with publishing the strategy.

M10/1109
NATIONAL CARERS STRATEGY 
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor C. King and agreed without debate:
“South Dublin Co. Council call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement - Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principal.”


REPORT:

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Taoiseach 
and Minister for Social & Family Affairs.
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M17/1109
NATIONAL CARERS STRATEGY

It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and agreed without debate:

“That South Dublin County Council call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement – Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principal”.


REPORT:

If the motion is passed he members' sentiments will be conveyed to An Taoiseach 
and the Minister for Social & Family Affairs.
(M15)
SEAN GARLAND

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. King and agreed without debate:

“That South Dublin County Council calls on the Government of the United States of America to withdraw the extradition warrant issued in respect of Sean Garland and requests the Manager to convey this call by Councillors to the US Ambassador to Ireland”.


REPORT:


If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be 
conveyed to the 
US Ambassador to Ireland.
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MOTIONS NOT REACHED:


(M5)
NAMA

“Noting the government’s intention to establish the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA), this council calls on the Minister for Finance to reconsider the proposal. We believe that the establishment of NAMA will lead to ordinary taxpayers bailing out irresponsible bankers and developers, and to a high level of government borrowing which future generations will have to repay while billions of euros are being used to bail out the banks basic services, resulting in reduced funding to local councils for essential services.
As this council is gravely concerned that the resources used to bail out the banks will derive local councils of necessary funding to develop and run local services we hereby call on the Minister for Finance not to proceed with the proposed establishment of NAMA and urge the public to support the Dublin demonstration scheduled for 19th September 2009.”

(M6)
ROAD WIDENING PROJECTS
“That the Manager would agree to carry our review surveys of major road widening projects in our county, which when completed, often following decisions made by An Bord Pleanála, leave homes in many areas in our communities at serious disadvantages owing to increased noise levels and loss of visual amenities, which clearly demonstrates that examination of such matters at the early planning stages can be inadequate or even flawed.”

(M8)
TRAVELLER ACCOMODATION

“That the Manager undertakes a review of the Traveller Accommodation within the county in terms of environmental hazards, increased dumping, animal welfare and safety issues with a view to addressing as a matter of urgency these matters.”

 (M11)
ADVANCE CREDIT / BROWN BIN

“That the Manager outline the state-of-play regarding the new bin collection electronic system and also explain the delay in the introduction of the Brown Bin system.”

(M12)
HOMELESS STRATEGY

“This Council agrees to set aside suitable time, venue and  space to discuss in depth,  the new implications involved around the full implementation of the present Governments Homeless Strategy and how it will impact on this Local Authorities Housing Allocations  policies and Housing Allocations List.”

(M13)
SOCIAL ECONOMY

“That the Manager would write to CPLN Area Partnership/Oakfield Trust to extend this Council’s congratulations on their successful recent convening of the ‘National Conference for the Third Sector’ and to offer South Dublin County Council’s support; and participation where appropriate; in the development of a first-ever National Strategy on the Social Economy. To also request that the Manager bring forward a report under a headed item to a meeting of the Council , at the earliest possible date, on ways in which this Council can support the development of social economy initiatives in the county and to examine if social finance lending organisations could have a role to play in supporting community development projects proposed by or in conjunction with this council but stalled indefinitely due to the current crisis facing our country’s public finances”.

(M14)
POSTAL VOTES

“That this Council requests the Minister for the Environment & Local Government to extend the postal voting provision to citizens who are unable to be physically present at the polling station due to absence by reason of holiday or illness”.

(M16)
AFFORDABLE HOMES CLAWBACK

“That the manager will give a report on the situation where occupants of affordable housing within the county have negative equity in their property”.

(M18)
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, including a detailed report on the remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy, and in the current uncertain economic climate, within what planned time-frame does the Manager envisage the remaining projects will be rolled out?”
(M19)
MAINTENANCE OF BURIAL GROUNDS

“That this Council asks the Manager to introduce a minimum of 4 grass cuttings in every graveyard in the County during the grass growing season.  The current situation of one cutting per year has resulted in graveyards being inaccessible, particularly to senior citizens, and is causing emotional distress to families who have loved ones buried in these graveyards”.
(M21)
CAPITAL FUNDING SPORTS RECREATION AND COMMUNITY

“That this Council requests the Manager, in the context of the current state of public finances, to investigate the options potentially available to the Council, including public/private partnerships, to secure funding to implement a number of capital projects in the area of sports, recreation and community facilities, including swimming pools, playgrounds and community facilities, and to provide a report for members to facilitate discussion”.

The meeting concluded at 6.30p.m.
Signed: _____________________________


Mayor 

Date ________________________________
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