
Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee,   Friday 11 September 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in County Hall, Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair)
	Mayor Cllr. M. Duff

	Cllr. S. Crowe
	Cllr. P. Cosgrove

	Cllr. M. McDonagh
	Cllr. G. Kenny

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	Cllr. E. Coburn

	C. O.Connor T.D
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	Cllr. J. Hannon
	P. Rabitte T.D.

	Chief Superintendent J. Manley
	Cllr. P. Kearns

	Billy Coman Housing Dept. SDCC
	Michelle Kearns (Comm. Platform)

	J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)
	Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn

	J. Horan (County Manager)
	


 Apologies:

Cllr. C. Keane,  Alan Shatter T.D.  Cllr. J. Lahart
Also Present:
Willie Sheils, Anne Byrne, SDCC., S. O’Gorman, RAPID., Superintendent E. Dolan, Superintendent Pat Clavin, Superintendent John Quirke, Inspector Gerry Delamar
Election of Chair

Cllr. Robert Dowds was elected Chairperson and Cllr. Gus O’Connell was elected Vice Chairperson.

1. Meeting Report of the15 May and Matters Arising

The Committee adopted the report of the meeting of 15th May 2009.

There were no matters arising from this report.  
2. Annual Report
This is available on the CDB Website and available to the public.
Consultation on Crime Prevention and Safety
A. Byrne explained that the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform has commenced an examination of crime policy in Ireland which will result in the production of a White Paper on Crime.  The discussion document entitled ‘Crime Prevention and Community Safety’ is available on line at www.justice.ie.  The Committee agreed that a sub-group will be set up which will make a submission on behalf of the committee.

County Managers Report

Annual Workplan

The work plan was discussed by the Committee and A. Byrne informed the members that work has begun on the actions.  Updates will be available at all meetings.


Community Policing Fora

The guidelines for the establishment of these groups were circulated.  It was agreed that the earlier sub-committee will look at their establishment in this county.
A discussion followed regarding agencies working together to alleviate problems and difficulties throughout the County.  J. Horan offered to return to this issue at the next meeting giving information about the inter-agency work being carried out.
Garda Report

Report from Chief Superintendent John Manley, 

DMR Southern Division to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee on the 11th September 2009.

Report for Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Terenure 

and Crumlin Stations

Crime Statistics January to August 2009 in comparison

with January to August 2008

	Tallaght Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	508
	576
	13%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	49
	44
	-10%

	
	Robbery from the person
	26
	35
	35%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	23
	9
	-61%

	Theft
	
	1,389
	1,196
	-14%

	
	Theft from Person
	48
	39
	-19%

	
	Theft from MPV
	243
	281
	16%

	
	Theft from Shop
	430
	328
	-24%

	
	Theft (Other)
	158
	142
	-10%

	
	Theft of MPV
	510
	406
	-20%


Property Crime  




       1,946
   1816     -7%
	Rathfarnham Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	277
	247
	-11%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	23
	17
	-26%

	
	Robbery from the person
	15
	10
	-33%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	8
	7
	-13%

	Theft
	
	449
	388
	-17%

	
	Theft from Person
	3
	14
	367%

	
	Theft from MPV
	114
	93
	-18%

	
	Theft from Shop
	92
	89
	-3%

	
	Theft (Other)
	87
	85
	-2%

	
	Theft of MPV
	153
	107
	-30%


Property Crime  




         749
   652      -13%
	Crumlin Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	110
	126
	15%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	9
	24
	167%

	
	Robbery from the person
	1
	3
	200%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	8
	21
	163%

	Theft
	
	
	
	

	
	Theft from Person
	2
	8
	300%

	
	Theft from MPV
	32
	56
	75%

	
	Theft from Shop
	63
	51
	-19%

	
	Theft (Other)
	62
	55
	-11%

	
	Theft of MPV
	71
	68
	-4%


Property Crime  




 
230
   238      3%
	Terenure Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	98
	157
	60%

	
	
	
	
	

	Robbery
	
	12
	31
	158%

	
	Robbery from the person
	2
	14
	600%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	10
	17
	70%

	Theft
	
	
	
	

	
	Theft from Person
	5
	8
	60%

	
	Theft from MPV
	54
	55
	2%

	
	Theft from Shop
	29
	32
	10%

	
	Theft (Other)
	76
	48
	-37%

	
	Theft of MPV
	38
	32
	-16%


Property Crime  




        
202      175      -13%
Property Related Crime is practically level as the same period last year 1% and this total has been trending downwards in recent month which is driven by a 20% reduction on property crime in the Tallaght District. Incidents of burglary reported have increased 12% overall in the Division. Robberies from institutions at 76 are up 4% whilst robberies from the person at 77 are up 38% on last year. Areas of high incidence of such crime are being targeted with constant patrolling and intelligence led operations.

There were 182 detections of drugs for sale and supply in the Division in 2009 an increase of 3% on 2008 – The total number of incidents of simple possession at 1133 represent a 6% reduction on the 2008 figure of 1199. The increase in detections for the sale and supply is due to increased profiling of offenders and surveillance of known suppliers. An operation is currently in place under Operation Cleanstreets involving the Tallaght District Drugs Unit, Local Gardai and the Garda National Drugs Unit targeting individuals selling drugs in the Tallaght area. 

There were 441 drink driving / in charge of vehicle detections for 2009 as opposed to 509 for 2008 – a reduction of 13%. The figures indicate that an increased number of people are being more responsible on the road. There was 27 drug driving detections as opposed to 23 in 2008 – a 17% increase. 152 mandatory alcohol checkpoints have been carried out in 2009 as opposed to 138 last year. 

Three fatal road traffic accidents occurred in the Division in 2009, the same figure as 2008. The number of intercept speed detections by speed limit zone was 1,417 in 2009 as opposed to 1419 in 2008, a reduction of 4%.

1328 incidents of public disorder have been recorded in 2009 as opposed to 1286 in 2008 – an increase of 3%. Criminal damage incidents are almost identical to last year at 1858 – as opposed to 1865 in 2008. The number of incidents of assault has increased by 9% in 2009 at 476 incidents – 437 in 2008.

CCTV footage has been installed and is in operation in the Tallaght Sub-District. The control room is fully furnished with 32 cameras fully operational. Work is ongoing on the remaining cameras and members have been trained in respect of the operations of the system.

There have been four incidents of homicide in the Division in 2009. One male and one female has been arrested and charged for their respective roles in two of the murders. The other two incidents are being actively investigated. 

Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6

Report of Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 11th September 2009 – Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn. 

.

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that regulation, (1) Commission of Crime and (2) Crime Prevention Matters 

1. Commission of Crime – January to August  2009

	Category
	2009
	2008

	Assault
	49
	57

	Burglary
	426
	539

	Criminal Damage
	1190
	1283

	Drug Seizures
	97
	161

	Discharge of Firearm
	15
	16

	Possession of Offensive Weapon
	86
	68

	Robbery from Person
	46
	33

	Robbery from Establishments 
	35
	42

	Theft from MPV
	456
	409

	Theft from Shop
	486
	597

	Public Order 
	739
	1000

	Prisoners Arrested
	2387
	2806


2. Crime Prevention Matters

· Operation Anvil and Operation Shilling continues to Operate with checkpoints, surveillance and searches carried out during each tour of duty. Emphasis on high volume crime and specific criminal targets. 

· There have been 387 searches conducted compared with 358 for the same period in 2008.

· There is 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai attached to the Community Police Unit in Clondalkin and 1 Gardai attached to the unit in Rathcoole. The unit in Clondalkin have 5 pedal cycles that are in regular use.  In Lucan there is 1 Sgt and 8 Gardai and 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai in Ronanstown. Ronanstown have 4 pedal cycles that are in regular use. 

· Regular inspections of licensed premises remain a priority to target underage consumption of alcohol and the illegal sale of alcohol to minors. There have been 252 Licenced Premises inspections to date in 2009

· (40) Adult and (28) Juvenile ASBO notices have been issued.
· There have been 450 Juvenile referrals in 2009

· The main partnerships in Clondalkin/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown Sub Districts supporting Garda initiatives:

1. Clondalkin Drugs Task Force

2. Business Watch Schemes in Clondalkin Village, Liffey Valley and Fonthill.

3. Garda Clinics (3), takes place in the Council Offices in Clondalkin village / Neilstown / Palmerstown. 

4. 3 Business Watch Schemes in Rathcoole, (City West, Saggart and Newcastle-Lyons,)

5.  2 Hospital Watch Schemes in Peamont Hospital / Hermitage Clinic.

6. RAPID promoting social inclusion in disadvantaged areas. 

7. North Clondalkin Community Forum. Meeting held fortnightly to discuss local problems

8. SDCC. Anti social units. Deals with individual and general anti social problems in North Clondalkin. 

9. Local Drugs Task Force

A discussion followed which covered issues such as:
· Prosecution of off-licensed premises

· Vandalism around schools

· Graffiti and availability of spray cans
· Gang related crime and feuding between gangs

· Reduction in Gardai Manpower

· Changes in Economy will lead to greater crime and anti-social behaviour

The Gardai present informed the committee that new legislation is in place to target gang crime and this will have a significant result.  They were confident that they had sufficient manpower to carryout their work.  Concern was expressed that a reduction in position on FAS Training and JI Courses will lead to difficulties in Community Centres and other areas which promote pro-social behaviour throughout the county and the Committee supported their retention where facilities providing services which alleviate anti-social behaviour are concerned.

The Committee welcomed the recent drug seizures throughout the County and a discussion followed regarding the new legislation.  Concern was raised by a number of members regarding the difficulties experienced by families and communities as a result of crime committed and drug seizures.  They are committed to protecting the public in these instances.  The Gardai explained that procedures are in place where they liaise with the Drugs Task Force and the new Local Policing Fora could have a role here.  The Community CCTV was discussed and this is now operational and it was agreed to keep the Committee up to date on its operation.

3.Presentation by Tallaght Community Policing Unit 
Superintendent E. Dolan and Inspector Delamar gave a comprehensive 
presentation on the Community Policing Unit in Tallaght using the following headings:

· Deployment Categories

· Instruments and Systems Used

· Allocation of Community Gardai

· Policing Unit Resources

· Daily Activities/Tour of duty

· Garda Youth Diversion Projects

· Contacts

This model was acknowledged by the Committee as having worked well and having the confidence of the local community.  

· A number of specific issues were raised:

· Gardai interaction with young males

· Scramblers

· Need for more community Gardai

· Contacts for community Gardai

· 999 Call procedure

The gardai reported that scramblers are confiscated by Gardai and later sold off at auction.  It was agreed to forward a list of the Community Gardai in the Tallaght/Rathfarnham area onto relevant members of the committee.
The next meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee will take place on Friday November 20th at 3 p.m. in County Hall, Tallaght.
Business Submitted

Cllr. John Hannon:

Question:

That action be taken to prevent the use of quad bikes and other motorised vehicles in public and other lands in South Dublin, and with particular reference to the following locations:

· Hellfire Club lands

· Dodder Linear Park at Old Mill and Scoil Carmel

· Kiltalown Public Open Space

Garda Reply:

The illegal use of Quad Bikes and Motorised vehicles in public and other lands in South Dublin was a cause for concern. Through continuous enforcement and attention the problem has been greatly reduced. Bye laws under Forestry Act 1988 (Section 37) (Coilte Teoranta) Bye-Laws 2009 are now in place prohibiting the use of these types of vehicles in Forest Areas.

The problem particularly affects large green areas and public parks. The problem has received ongoing attention, and frequent patrols of these areas occur by local Gardaí to deter and apprehend offenders and impound vehicles where appropriate.

The Gardaí liaise regularly with South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, National Parks and Wildlife Services and Dublin Mountains Initiative regarding enforcing bye laws and addressing any issues.

Gardaí also have Keys to parks and carparks to gain access if necessary  

Council Reply:

The use of motor bikes, quad bikes and other motorized vehicles in public parks and open spaces is prohibited under the Park Bye-Laws. Unauthorised use of such vehicles is a cause of serious concern to the County Council in light of the safety issues involved and the resulting damage to the parks and open spaces. While unauthorised use can take place at any time, it is evident that such activity takes place principally in the evenings after our staff have finished work for the day and at weekends.

This matter has been raised for discussion with An Garda Siochána on a regular basis and the Gardaí have responded with targeted campaigns in certain areas. In 2007, the Gardaí in Tallaght impounded over thirty motor bikes and scooters from individuals who were using them in public parks and open spaces in the area. It must be appreciated that in many of these areas, particularly on the fringes of housing areas and in the larger parks, it is extremely difficult to apprehend offenders.

At the same time, the Parks Department has been taking steps to secure the parks as far as practically possible against this activity. However, it is very difficult to fully exclude this activity without also making access to parks very difficult for other user groups such as persons with disabilities. Smaller motorcycles are often lifted over barriers by several individuals in order to gain access to the park or open space. 

It is intended to meet with the Gardaí again to discuss specific measures and actions that can be taken to deal with this issue, in particular in relation to the problems experienced at Dodder Valley and Kiltalown Parks. In the case of Dodder Valley Park, while the park has generally been secured, access to the park is being gained via adjacent, less secure, private lands. It is intended to raise this issue with the landowners concerned’

Dublin Mountain Partnership Reply:

Coillte have had bye-laws passed and which will be trialed in the Dublin Mountains over the coming months before being implemented nationwide.  Signs will be erected across sites in the Dublin Mountains from the 7th September.  Focus is going to be on Hell Fire and Massy's initially,  Meetings have been held with representatives from the Dublin Mountain Partnership, Coillte District Manager Dublin/Wicklow) and the Gardai regarding this issue.

Cllr. William Levelle:

Question:

That this committee resolves to initiate preparation of a new co-ordinated strategy involving both the Council and Gardai aimed at tackling anti-social behaviour in and around the county’s parks.

Garda Reply DMRW:

An Garda Síochána liaises with Mr. John Lyons of the South Dublin County Council parks department and has access to all parks in the District. Patrols are conducted in the parks on foot and on pedal cycles Gardai will work in conjunction with the Council in developing new strategies to patrol these areas. 

Council Reply:

The Joint Policing Committee prepared a workplan for 2009 and included in this is the following Actions:

1. To establish small working group comprising of Community Gardaí, SDCC Parks Department and local community representatives 

2. To  identify the  levels of anti-social behaviour in two public parks and open spaces and to pilot a initiative to  improve co-ordination between Gardai ,SDCC and community representatives

Work has begun on the implementation of this action and a progress report will be submitted to the next JPC meeting.

In order to support the provision of safe public parks and regulate behaviour , the Council has adopted a system of Bye-Laws which are enforced primarily by staff of the Parks and Landscape Services Department  supported by local Gardaí.  There  is regular and ongoing liaison with local Gardaí who provide positive support and assistance to Council staff through regular park and open space patrols undertaken by Community Gardaí and the Garda Mountain Bike Unit. The Gardaí also assist with situations where members of the public ignore requests from  staff to obey the Bye Laws, in particular, where the activity is considered hazardous to other park users.  

Bottom of Form

Question:

That this committee requests the opportunity to make a submission to the Garda Commissioner on the proposed review of Garda Divisional areas within the Dublin Metropolitan Regions.

Garda Reply:

Gardai are presently examining the Garda Boundaries as part of a review of Garda resources, deployment and inter agency cooperation. A business case on this initative is not yet finalised 

Question:

That this committee requests a report on efforts by both the Council and Garda to tackle the serious problems of anti-social behaviour faced by residents of Castle Riada and Moy Glas estates in Lucan resulting from regular parties at the Old Road embankment between both estates.

Garda Reply DMRW:

There are two community Gardai dedicated to this sector in the Lucan District. The Gardai also frequently patrol the area with mobile, foot and pedal cycle patrols. Gardai have engaged with the developers and Construction Company who own the area with a view to securing the land. Gardai in Lucan District have launched a new initiative to combat criminal damage by focus, pro active patrols in areas where there is a high prevalence of reports of antisocial behaviour and criminal damage. The focused areas are determined through an analysis of data collected and pin mapping of incidents. 

Question:

That this committee requests the Gardai in Lucan and Ronanstown sub-districts to ensure more regular patrols of Ballyowen Lane and adjoining estates and parks so as to discourage anti-social behaviour along the boundary between the two sub-districts.

Garda Reply: 

Garda units in Lucan and Ronanstown patrol as a unified team and share the patrols between the two sub districts. The boundary is designed for administration purposes only and does no hinder patrols. This area is covered by the new initiative to combat criminal damage. 

Question:

That this committee recommends that the Gardai reintroduce the placement of parking tickets on motor vehicles which are the subject of a computer-recorded fine for a parking offence.  The placement of physical ticket on the offending motor vehicle would provide a visual warning and deterrent to other car-users who may park illegally in the same area.

Garda Reply:

There is no legal requirement to place a warning on a vehicle that is committing a parking offence. To introduce this initiative may give the person receiving a fine a legal expectation that this notice should be placed on the vehicle. 

Question:

That this committee requests a report on the number of prosecutions for offences relating to graffiti broken down per Garda station area.

Garda Reply:

Graffiti is classified as criminal damage in Garda records and there is no specific offence as Graffiti making the generation of these statistics difficult. Graffiti posed a major problem in both Ronanstown and Lucan in the last few years which led to two initiatives in Lucan in the schools where persons were identified as causing the damage and dealt with under caution. In Ronanstown in conjunction with An Pobal and SDCC the graffiti program was introduced. The Gardai identified locations which had been damaged by Graffiti and took photographs and mapped locations. This was then submitted to An Pobal and they dispatched a clean up crew within a few hours. The graffiti was removed and the area painted with barrier paint which prevented the surface being damaged again. 

Question:

To ask the Council and Gardai for a report on the enforcement of the HGV ban on Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown to include the number of offences detected and fines issued during 2008 and 2009 and advise on measures to improve enforcement of the ban. 

Garda Reply:

There is no HGV Ban on the Kennelsfort Road however there is a 3 tonne limit this in enforced by members at both Ballyfermot and Ronanstown Garda Station as well as Traffic units based at Blanchardstown and Dublin Castle. There have been 5 detections of breaches of the 3 Tonne Limit in 2009 and fines have been issued in comparison with 13 in 2008. The traffic units in both Blanchardstown and Dublin Castle are awaiting new members. Further checkpoints are planned in the coming months and the area is patrolled on a regular basis 

Charlie O’Connor TD

Question:

To ask the Manager to report on effective action now been taken to deal with crime on the Bridge across the Tallaght By-Pass at the Square; will he note the concern of the public in the matter and make a statement. 

Garda Reply:

The area around the pedestrian bridge at The Square and Sean Walshe Park is patrolled by Gardaí on foot and mountain-bike.  The area is receiving particular attention in view of the intended use of the bridge for access to and egress from Tallaght Stadium as well as possible relocation of Dublin Bus stops to that area.  The area is monitored by the Garda CCTV system.

Question:

To ask the Manager to give a Report on Community Policing throughout Dublin South West, which embraces Bohernabreena, Brittas, Firhouse, Greenhills, Templeogue and Tallaght. 

Garda Reply:

A dedicated Garda from Crumlin Garda Station is assigned to Community Policing in the Greenhills area. The Garda liaises with the four schools in the area. He has close liaison with the Walkinstown / Greenhills resource centre and attends monthly board meetings. 

He maintains close liaison with the co-ordinators of the four neighbourhood watch schemes in the area. His patrols are concentrated on problem areas reported to him and Greenhills Industrial Estate. 

He also has a close association with the following organisations and clubs:

· St. Andrew’s Centre 

· Greenhills Summer Project 

· Greenhills Cub Scouts

· Greenhills Club 4 U

Three dedicated Gardai from Terenure Garda Station are assigned to Community Policing in the Templeogue area. They carry out their duties on mountain bike and foot patrol.

They maintain daily contact with Community Leaders. They visit schools in the Templeogue area in accordance with the Garda Schools Programme. Gardai attend monthly meetings of the Templeogue active Retirement Committee. They hold regular meetings with representatives of the Traveller Community. Gardai are also actively involved in summer camps.

The Bohernabreena, Brittas, Firhouse and Tallaght areas are covered in the presentation of Community Policing in the Tallaght area delivered on this date.

Question:

To ask the Manager to give assurances that the Drugs Unit at Tallaght Garda Station is properly resourced and will he make a statement in the matter. 

Garda Reply:

Tallaght Garda Station has a Drugs Units that consists of 10 Gardai and one Sergeant in charge. The Drugs unit at Tallaght are very active and run operations / initiatives to target Drug related activity at all levels in the area. Coordinated operations with the

Garda National Drug Unit and Customs, are also conducted. All Gardai uniform and plain clothes enforce the provisions of legislation in relation to Controlled Drugs and partake in ongoing training programme to update their skills in relation to the detection of drug offences. 
Question:

To ask the Manager to present an update on the operation of CCTV in the Tallaght area and in reporting, will he confirm, if there are any plans to extend the system including coverage of Glenview Lodge, operated by Tallaght Welfare Society, which has been the subject of crime in the past and will he make a statement. 

Garda Reply:

There are 15 CCTV cameras in situ in west Tallaght.  These are divided between three schemes i.e. Killinarden, Brookfield/Fettercairn and Jobstown /Glenshane.  The Gardaí at Tallaght also operate an extensive CCTV scheme across Tallaght Town Centre area which is monitored at Tallaght Garda Station.  The Gardai will support any extension of CCTV schemes set up and run in compliance with Garda policy.
South Dublin County Council Reply:

In the case of these schemes, there is approval to the proposal to have these monitored by the Tallaght Gardai. This change from the original concept of part time monitoring by the community, possibly as a social enterprise project has the full support of all the stakeholders. Application for funding of the necessary works and supply of monitoring equipment in Tallaght Garda Station has been made by the promoters and when received the necessary arrangements will be made with the Contractor, the Gardai and the promoters to allow the schemes to become fully operational. The technical details have already been discussed and agreed with the Garda Technical Division. It is anticipated that these schemes will be fully operational in the near future.  There are no plans at this stage to extend the Community CCTV Scheme to the Glenview Lodge area. 

Question:

To ask the manager to present an update on action taken in respect of issues raised at the most recent meeting of Gardaí with Kingswood Heights Residents Association and in reporting will he confirm if there are any plans to service the Kingswood Heights area from one Garda Station.

Garda DMRS Reply:

Reported difficulties centre around the shopping precinct which is in the Clondalkin area.  Gardaí including local Community Gardaí from Tallaght are patrolling the shopping precinct to deal with anti-social behaviour there.  The allocation of the area to the Tallaght sub-district is being considered as part of the alignment of Garda and county boundaries.  Local Community Gardaí maintains contact with local community representatives and meetings have been attended by Garda management.
Garda DMRW Reply:

Current Review of Garda Boundaries is currently underway with the aim of considering the alignment of the DMR South to include all of Kingswood within the Tallaght District. 

Question:

To ask the Manager to confirm progress being made in respect of ongoing anti-social behaviour in Council estates in Tallaght and will he make a statement.

Council Reply:

The Council through Community Services and Housing Departments in particular has established strong links with local communities in West Tallaght and this is very important in combating vandalism and anti-social activity. This is re-enforced through the active participation with the local communities in the Community Safety Initiative of Tallaght West CDI programme.

Extensive pro-social behaviour improvement works have also been carried out through the Rapid Programme e.g. the installation of MUGAS, Playgrounds, etc which have proved to be an important focus for young people in West Tallaght who wish to engage in pro-social activity. Open space areas are also maintained to a high standard in West Tallaght and any damage caused through vandalism is repaired promptly to ensure the physical appearance of estates is not allowed to deteriorate. The Tallaght Leisure Centre – TLC – and the new Brookfield Youth and Family Community Centre together with all of the existing Community Centres also run numerous pro social behaviour programmes which compliment a large number of other programmes to combat Anti-social behaviour.

The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to work in partnership with other agencies to respond to and deal proactively with incidents of anti social behaviour throughout the county.  All enforcement powers available to the Council are fully employed in dealing with anti social activity.  

http://intranet/departments/departments.aspx?deptid=7&dpageid=1131
The Housing Estate Management Team continues to work with the Gardai through close liaison in combating anti social activity at a number of levels including the following:

 Ø     Joint Policing Committee

Ø      Dublin Bus Community Fora

Ø      Housing Clinics

Ø      Community Liaison Meetings

Ø      Case Conferences

Ø      Regular meetings with Drug Squad and Community Gardai

Ø      Support of Gardai in interviewing anti social tenants

Ø      Community organized events e.g. Community Bonfires Family Days, Family/Youth Sports Events, Estate clean ups etc. 

Community Liaison Meetings
Community Liaison Committees comprise of community representatives, the Gardai, Mediation Service and various representatives of the Council. The purpose of these committees is to ensure an integrated response to local service delivery. The Liaison Committee Initiative was established in 2007 with McUilliam and Daletree and is being extended to include Cushlawn Estate. Meetings are held monthly.

In 2008 an enforcement initiative was carried out in McUilliam Estate. The purpose of the initiative was to target the perpetrators of anti-social activity, to monitor occupancy of the rented housing stock, to check the maintenance condition of the houses and gardens, to address illegal dumping and littering. The initiative was carried out on an inter-agency basis and supported by local Gardai. Every household was visited by the Council’s Estate Management Team for the purpose of inviting expressions of interest in becoming involved in a representative Residents’ Group for the estate. Work in this area is continuing and the Anti Social Response Team is in contact with all agencies in the area.

Elimination of anti social black spots.
 Work is ongoing regarding the elimination of anti-social black spots including such works as deemed necessary and as resources are available:

 Ø      Re-enforcement of walls

Ø      Installation of railings 

Ø      Elimination of laneways 

Ø      Additional lighting within estates

Ø      Stub wall construction

Ø      Installation of anti-vandal mechanisms

Ø      Re-instatement of areas

Ø      Removal of areas prone to dumping

Ø      Landscaping, design and development

Ø      Ground cover redevelopment

Ø      Footpath extension

Ø      Enhancement of entrance areas (improve access)

Ø      Improvements through Painting programmes

Ø      Boundary treatments and fencing Improvements.

Staff Training 
The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to up skill itself in the interest of delivery of an effective housing estate management service which includes responding to incidents of anti-social behaviour. Examples of current training initiatives include Coaching/Copping On training which is being delivered by the West Tallaght Childhood Development Initiative. An important element of this training relates to best practice for interacting with children and young people which is particularly relevant for Estate Management staff.

 Tenancy Training:
21 courses were conducted in 2008 with a further 9 to date in 2009. This course is now compulsory for all applicants for newly built homes. The format of the pre-tenancy training was revised in 2008 for the purpose of nurturing the concept of community development, capacity building and active citizenship and civic responsibility from the outset. Prospective tenants participating in the training are made aware of the valuable resource available through the Connect website.  The focus of the tenancy training seminars is on providing an introduction to South Dublin, to promoting the benefits of living in the County and to creating awareness of what the local community has to offer. Other relevant agencies are also involved in the training including MABS, Gardai, TWCDI, Bernardos and HSE. 

The Council is further developing a post-tenancy training after 6 – 8 weeks following the taking up of a new tenancy which will be introduced shortly and will involve all of the above agencies to assist the tenants into their new homes and community.  

Policy
A subgroup of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Policy document which was adopted by the Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006, is also included in the overall review.  The purpose of the review is to draft an Anti Social Strategy which will, in conjunction with other agencies, strengthen the powers available to the Housing Authority to deal with Anti Social Activity.  

The Strategy envisages a multi agency collaborative approach to dealing with anti social activity.  As outlined above the strong liaisons needed to deliver this approach are already in place and are currently being further developed.
Garda Reply:

Gardaí at Tallaght, particularly those attached to the Community Policing Unit, are working closely with South Dublin County Council, local estate management and other agencies to deal with anti-social behaviour in Council estates in Tallaght.  Youths involved in crime are being brought into the five Garda Youth Diversion Projects in the Tallaght area.  Gardaí are supporting the four pilot sites for the Community Safety Initiative

Pat Rabbitte TD:


Question:

To ask Garda Management to respond to the perception that it is not possible to take timely action against tenants who persist in anti-social behaviour because of inordinate delays on the part of the Gardai in making the necessary response in cases referred to them. 


Garda Reply:

Community Gardaí at Tallaght Garda Station work very closely and are in daily contact with South Dublin County Council anti-social officers.  All matters brought to attention of the Gardaí are dealt with in the earliest possible course in co-operation with SDCC staff.  A clerical officer has been attached to the Community Policing Unit office at Tallaght Garda Station for some time.  He provides immediate returns to the hundreds of requests from SDCC for information on prospective tenants under sections 14 & 15 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1997.  Relevant staff in each organisation have the personal mobile phone numbers of their counterparts should any issues or difficulties arise. At present there is no backlog at Tallaght in supplying the necessary responses.

Question:

To ask Garda Management to respond to claims that Gardai interfacing with young males do not always demonstrate the kind of restraint calculated to improve relations between alienated youth and the Garda Siochana. 

Garda Reply:

Gardai interfacing with young males are obliged to perform there duties in compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights Act, 2003. An Garda Síochána must provide a professional service to the Community operating within the parameters of its lawful mandate and as such each member must consciously and diligently uphold the principles of legality, necessity, proportionality, accountability and non discrimination.

Gardai are also obliged to adhere to the Garda Customer Charter by providing a service with courtesy, respect, helpfulness and professionalism.

Gardai who fail to uphold standards are subject to investigation by the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission and the Garda Síochána (Disciplinary) Regulations.

It must be pointed out that Garda members frequently face violent and confrontational situations often associated with alcohol and / or drugs particularly during the hours of darkness. These situations are particularly prevalent at weekends in the vicinity of nightclubs and when large numbers of young people congregate. The Garda actions must be balanced between the need to uphold the law and due consideration for the rights of the individual concerned

Cllr. Emma Coburn

Question:
That this committee requests a report on the effort by Gardai to tackle anti-social behaviour in Rathfarnham Village in light of Rathfarnham Village being both a commercial and residential entity.

Garda Reply:

It is accepted that Rathfarnham Village is both a commercial and residential entity. As a result members attached to Rathfarnham Garda Station actively patrol the area on a 24 hour basis. It is also accepted that for a number of months at the beginning of 2009 there were Public Order concerns in the area, however they have been tackled strenuously. 

The main source of Public Order problems in Rathfarnham Village was caused by a licensed premises where teenage discos occurred regularly and an adult night club was held. While these events were taking place they were patrolled and public order offenders were dealt with by way of arrest.

Following on from this, objections were made before the courts to prevent this premises obtaining exemptions which would allow them to open for late night discos. As a direct result of Garda objections the premises have ceased to trade in Rathfarnham Village as a licensed premises. 

A catering premises, which was a source of public order concerns has ceased to trade since 2nd August 2009 following Garda objections to the Courts. This premises stayed opened late at night and attracted youths from all over the vicinity. This premises received attention regarding Public Order matters and received a number of notices warning them of behaviour that was taking place. This premises was served with notices under Section 4 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 2003 as a result of incidents occurring inside and outside the premises. 

This area will continue to receive Garda attention with a view to preventing any Public Order problems from occurring.     

Cllr. Cait Keane

Question:

To ask the Gardaí to investigate why the Residents Association of Stonepark/Longwood are complaining of the inadequate response getting from the Gardai (a) re anti social behaviour and  (b) illegal parking in the Stonepark/Longwood area in the vicinity of the roundabout. This seem to have reached an unacceptable level and that this be discussed with the aid of a full written report from the Gardaí 
Garda Reply:

Public Order incidents in both Stonepark Abbey and Longwood Estate are receiving ongoing attention from members of An Garda Siochana. All members of the station party, Regular Units, Community Policing Units and Special Resource Units actively patrol the area assisted by Detective and Anvil Patrols. Calls received regarding drinking in the area are dealt with by members as soon as possible. Persons found by members breaching Public Order or Intoxicating Liquor Acts are being processed. Prosecutions are taken were appropriate.  

The Community Garda for the area continues to work with the Residents Association of the area. A meeting has been arranged by her for Thursday 24th September 2009 to address any further concerns.

Regarding the question of illegal parking every effort has and continues to be made by An Garda Siochana to deal with this problem. 

Following representations made to the Council by An Garda Siochana double and single yellow lines have been put in place in the estate to prevent illegal parking

The Community Garda has called to the school and has organised in conjunction with School management a letter to be forwarded to each parent whose children attend the school informing them of the need not to illegally park in the neighbouring estates and informing them of the consequences, i.e. parking tickets.

Members attached to Regular Units and Community Policing Units regularly attend at the school morning and evening and parking tickets are issued to those persons who illegally park their vehicles. 

It is understandable that as the new school year commences a number of parents are not fully aware of their obligations regarding parking. However, immediate agency co-operation between School Management and An Garda Siochana have resulted in the above steps been put in place.

