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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Environment, Housing and Community)
HELD ON 19th OCTOBER, 2009
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy C.
	Looney D.

	Corr M.
	Kearns P

	Crowe S.
	King C.

	Hannon J.
	Maloney E.

	Lawlor B.
	Walsh E.

	
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Crowe, presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Services
	P. Poole

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan, M. O’Shaughnessy
John Quinlivan, W. Sheils

	Senior Engineer
	Leo Magee

	Administrative Officer
	P. Doherty

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	Rapid Co-ordinators
	J Boyle, S. O’Gorman, C. Purdy Fitzgerald


T/429/09
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st September, 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor  S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st September, 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/430/09
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor  S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 1 - 3, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/431/09 
PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY IN GREENPARK, DUBLIN 12
QUESTION: Councillor C. Brophy

"To ask the Manager if the pedestrian walkway in Greenpark, Dublin 12, (ie the walkway that connects St Mel's to Keadeen Avenue ), would be cleaned up as soon as possible given the amount of pedestrian traffic on this path and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
The local Anti-Litter Warden will inspect the area concerned and arrange for a clean up as necessary.  Examination of the causes of the litter and whether there are any remedial actions possible will also be undertaken.Bottom of Form

T/432/09 
DAMAGED LANDSCAPE
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns

"To ask the Manager to undertake a rapid review of the area surrounding *(address supplied) in relation to dumping and damaged landscape?"

REPLY:
The Parks Department report that the Contractor responsible for the area in question has cleared and re-instated it.  The Environmental Services Dept. is investigating the circumstances surrounding the dumping and will take action where possible.

Bottom of Form

T/433/09 
ELECTRONIC CREDIT SYSTEM FOR REFUSE COLLECTION
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

"To ask the Manager to confirm the current status of the electronic credit system for refuse collection in the Tallaght LEA's, given that the latest indications were that rollout of the system would begin in mid-October, and to report on the proposed application and renewal systems for those with waivers?"

REPLY:
The new waste charge system will be introduced through out the County on a phased basis from 19th October 2009 and will be available to all customers by the end of 2009-the first routes in the Tallaght Electoral Area are scheduled to commence with the new system on 16th November.

This innovative system will make the County’s refuse service easier and more efficient for everyone to use. Customers will not have to purchase a tag anymore, instead they will purchase bin lift credit in advance of their bin collection and this will allow the refuse truck to lift bins. Whenever a bin is collected, an electronic chip in the bin is read by a computer on the bin truck. If there is sufficient credit on the bin account the bin is emptied and the cost of lifting the bin is then deducted from the customer’s account.  If the customer has insufficient credit in their account then the bin will not be emptied.

A crossover period whereby customers can use either tags or bin lift credit will operate until 31st January 2010 which will facilitate existing waiver customers who have been supplied with tags up to that date.  Waiver customers requiring additional refuse collections in that period will have to purchase bin lift credit as required.  From 1st February, 2010 all waiver customers will be provided with a set amount of bin lift credits at the start of each waiver interval.  New waiver customers between now and the end of January will be provided with a pro-rata amount of bin lift credits up to 31st January 2010.Bottom of Form

T/434/09
REPORT ON LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN   2008 - 2011
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“1.
Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories

As part of the ongoing development of a litter management programme a base line litter survey was carried out by the Council in conjunction with An Taisce, which involved over 200 sites across the entire County being surveyed.  The methodology employed for this survey is the same as that used by An Taisce for the IBAL anti-litter surveys and has been used in previous litter monitoring programmes and surveys in Temple Bar, Navan, County Clare and County Waterford and other towns around the country.

Upon completion of the survey a Cleanliness Rating (CR) was calculated for the entire SDCC area of 78%, which is equivalent to an IBAL status of Slightly Littered for the whole County.  This is just one grade off Litter free status for the complete County.

The survey noted that convenience and fast food detritus (plastic bottles, fast food packaging, sweet wrappers & confectionary packaging) were the most common litter items and occurred in greater amounts at well over one third of sites.  Cigarette related litter and chewing gum occurred in greater amounts at around a quarter of all sites.  Cigarette litter is a problem in areas of heavy footfall, around shopping areas and in particular where there are pubs and restaurants. 

In order to address the issue of cigarette litter "Stubbi" cigarette butt holders continue to be distributed by litter wardens and the environmental awareness team.  An anti-cigarette litter programme with "Stubbi" advertising and coordinated "Stubbi" distribution is being organised together with a liaison programme with businesses/ pubs/ restaurants etc. to promote prevention. In addition stubbis are distributed at pre-tenancy meetings. Anti cigarette litter signs have been erected around County building. In addition Stubbis (personal cigarette ashtrays) are currently being distributed for free in the coffee dock.

"Car Tidi" compressible car bins which combat vehicle related litter are also being distributed at pre-tenancy, community and business talks by the environmental awareness team

In efforts to address the issue of chewing gum litter, the Environmental Awareness team continues to work with the national litter gum task force campaign “Bin your gum not €150”. In addition they distribute information and promote awareness of the gum-litter campaign by providing online information and highlighting litter law enforcement in this area and providing school resource packs for downloading. www.chewitbinit.com provides educational information to complement this work. South Dublin County Council took part in the third phase of the national Gum Litter Taskforce Campaign in 2009. The Mayor Cllr Marie Corr officially launched the campaign on the 16th June 2009. The venue is the End of Luas Line Tallaght/Big Picture Unit with Litter Wardens and pupils from nearby Green School St. Mary’s NS manning a Gum Crime Scene –a section of ground was cordoned of with a sign stating “Caution GUM crime scene do not cross this line”.  http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=16195 

The boost campaign was carried out on 10th September at Liffey Valley Shopping Centre with Transition Year pupils from local secondary school – The Kings Hospital Palmerstown. Pupils will wear the GLT campaign t-shirts and distribute pens to shoppers. Local press will be invited and a press release will be issued following the event. http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=16792 

Additional programmes to tackle convenience and fast food related litter will be examined/

SDCC will be continuing its work with Global Action Plan (GAP) in 2009 to providing the delivery of Eco Action Teams, Youth Action Teams comprising of Schools and Out of Schools activities and the delivery of Environmental Action Projects on waste management.

Regular plastic bag levy audits are undertaken and Waste Packaging Regulations inspections are carried out by Waste Enforcement staff.

Awareness work carried out on all litter types at pre-tenancy meetings and during school visits by environmental awareness team/litter wardens.

SDCC have a full-time graffiti removal team in place.  Additionally, a trial partnership in this area with the Probation Services has commenced and is complementing our work in this area.  Public utilities companies have been engaged in discussions regarding tackling graffiti and a draft protocol is being developed in conjunction with ESB.  Once implemented it is intended to develop this protocol for use with other agencies.

Following sessions with Elected Members to identify litter blackspot locations, covert CCTV surveillance was installed at trial locations. Other locations are being examined by Environment/Development Departments to determine how best to progress/tackle issues raised.

Area Committees were advised of details of substantial environmental anti-litter/anti-graffiti funding to local community groups and organisations in January 2009.  See relevant meeting agendas.
2.
Develop a customer focused litter complaints procedure in order to deal effectively and efficiently with complaints

Customer contact system used to record all litter complaints. Ongoing process improvement to better utilise this facility.

3.
Continue to actively enforce litter pollution and waste management legislation, bye laws and standards

All Litter Wardens engage in routine and non-routine inspections including outside of normal office hours to enforce legislation.

Dedicated waste bye-laws personnel in place. Ongoing "on-the-ground" information and awareness campaign implemented up to August 2008.  First fines issued under the waste bye-laws in August.  An enhanced information campaign is being developed.  Each household received notification about the bye-laws in the December edition of Green Times and this will be followed up with information sessions, production of leaflets and engagement with householders.

"Name & Shame" List and litter enforcement statistics for 2008 were published online and in local and national press.  Similar information for the first half of 2009 is currently being compiled for publication.

Litter Management team plan currently being developed.
4.
Improve the litter disposal systems available to the public

	Following on from a commitment given to the full Council to examine alternative litter receptacles, a “Big Belly” solar compacting bin was trialled in Belgard Square, Tallaght.  This litter bin uses solar power to compact waste providing increased capacity for waste and assists in the reduction of SDCC’s carbon footprint.  Purchase of additional “Big Belly” bins is now being arranged.

Additional initiatives will continue to be explored.
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5. Expand the recycling opportunities within the County – Brian Harkin

There are currently the following recycling facilities in the County:

	Glass
	Cans
	Textiles
	Batteries

	48
	26
	20
	67


Additional sites are being investigated to further expand the bring bank network throughout the County subject to available resources.

Plastic recycling possibilities continually evaluated to assess possible expansion of service at Ballymount Civic Amenity.

Recycling/Reward machines being trialled in three community centres. 

Existing bring centres will be protected by CCTV under the security tender (see Objective 11)

6. Continue to monitor and review road cleansing service in order to provide an improved service

A review of the Cleansing Unit’s schedules was completed in June 2009 following a change of sweeper type to a larger, higher capacity vehicle.  This schedule is reviewed against the Oxigen Schedule on a monthly basis. 

The road sweeping schedules were reviewed in December 2008 and additional roads have been included in the schedule as required by the Council.

7.
Develop a litter management programme for designated urban areas within the County – Tallaght city, Clondalkin town centre and other designated areas

A litter management programme is now in operation targeting town centres and urban areas.  A template showing the regular Cleansing schedules is being developed with a view to this information being made available on the Council website.

A set of Maintenance Programme indicators is being developed based on the above programme which will enable ongoing review of standards.

8.
Prepare litter management, education and awareness programmes that promote community and business involvement, community identity and responsibility, personal responsibility, youth activity etc

There are a total of 134 Primary and secondary Schools in the County. In total 76 school visits carried out by the awareness team during the school year Sept 2008 to June 2009. Please see link to all schools with a Green Flag Award.  The Environmental Awareness team, in conjunction with An Taisce, held a green school seminar for secondary schools on the 6th October and will also host a Seminar for all Primary Schools involved or interested in the Green Schools Programme in the County Library on 21st October.

The Green Times for schools newsletter (Vol. 4) was sent out to all Schools in South Dublin County in March while Vol. 5 was distributed in first week of October. The newsletter is now available to download.

Bonfire Awareness posters in Irish and English and were distributed to all Libraries, Community Centres, Secondary Schools and Shopping Centres.  The main message is to the public urging them not to dispose of unwanted items on a bonfire and outlining the fines that will be enforced and that bonfires pose a risk to children, animals and the environment.

In addition the following has been organized by the Environmental awareness section for Halloween:
· Halloween Mask /Decoration and awareness Workshops - Make masks from recycled materials with environmental education/talk on bonfire safety and hazards in Ballyroan Library  - Monday 19th October at 3.30pm – Primary School Age 8-10 years, 1 class and Lucan Library on Friday 23rd October 10am-11.30am – Primary School Age 8-10 years, 1 class 

· School Talks re Bonfire Awareness with Gardai and Fire Brigade details and schools to be confirmed. 

Environmental awareness and Waste Enforcement are driving a battery recycling awareness campaign in support of the Waste Management (Batteries and Accumulators) Regulations 2008. The aim of this regulation is to promote the recycling of waste batteries and waste rechargeable batteries (i.e. accumulators) and to divert waste batteries and accumulators from landfill. If batteries are not disposed of properly, and sent to a normal landfill, they can release dangerous heavy metals into the environment such as cadmium, nickel and lead. By providing Battery Collection Boxes that are accessible to the public we can avoid this practice from continuing.

· County Hall 20 boxes in place all around the building

· Libraries – all libraries have battery boxes

· Depots – to be contacted

· Community Centres – all contacted by letter on the 27th August
Green Communities is a new programme introduced into South Dublin County in 2009. Green Communities is a new Interreg IV community environmental programme which An Taisce is undertaking in partnership with Keep Wales Tidy programme. The programme is a joint initiative being operated between Wales and counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Wicklow, Carlow, Kilkenny, South Tipperary, Waterford and Wexford. South Dublin County Council is on the steering committee for this programme. 

Green Communities is designed to encourage groups to actively enhance local biodiversity, while also minimising the carbon footprint of their activities. An Taisce will help with the groups involved with the technical aspects of the programme. In addition they will also facilitate the group’s actions and provide training if required. The groups can receive grants of up to €500 yearly towards their activities. 10 groups from South Dublin County are involved in this programme, see link.

Eco-Week ran from Monday 30th March to Saturday 4th, April. The week long festival aims to raise awareness of environmental issues and provide some solutions in an engaging, enjoyable and practical way. Some of the ECO-Week highlights range from, Eco-Easter Arts & Crafts Sessions, Naturalists Dale Treadwell, Don Conroy and Eric Dempsey, to Composting Workshops, Environmental Themed Movies, Tallaghts Eco-Shop and the Smoothie Bike. In addition a series of lunchtime lectures will take place and exhibitions will be on display in County Hall and South Dublin County Library branches during the week. Topics include Ecological Footprints and Climate Change. All events were free so come along and discover how to reduce the size of your eco-footprint. See links to articles below

http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=15877 

http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=15754 

http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=15812 

http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=15774

9. Encourage active participation in Anti Litter Campaigns

The National Spring Clean is Irelands largest Anti-Litter Initiative which was launched Nationally by the Mayor of South Dublin County, on Tuesday 24th March. The clean up involved more than 700 Tallaght residents, the largest ever National Spring Clean! The clean up of St. Aongus Parish and Bancroft, was carried out in conjunction with the Community Policing Unit at Tallaght Garda Station and An Taisce. April is National Spring Clean month therefore a series of clean-up’s took place through out the County for the entire month. Another large spring clean was carried out in Brookfield in conjunction with the Council, community garda’s and local residences 

http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=15742 

http://intranet2/media/viewitem.aspx?id=15773 

An election poster recycling service was provided from 5th June – 19th June 2009 at Tallaght County Hall, Clondalkin Civic Offices and Ballymount Civic Amenity.

10. Develop a communications programme to promote a litter free County – including the promotion of the use of www.southdublin.ie and www.dublinwaste.ie
A programme of communications will be developed in conjunction with the PR Unit to highlight the anti-litter message.

A review of http://environment.southdublin.ie/ litter content to ensure up to date information and to further develop and improve the promotion of a litter free County

Two environmental projects have been entered in the Chambers Ireland’s Excellence in Local Government Awards 2009 on behalf of the Council Environmental services.

1. Environment Award for Accessible Recycling 

2. Corporate Social Responsibility - Social Credits for Promoting Recycling Reverse vending Machine, recycling initiative

11.
Optimise the application of available technology in the enforcement and prevention of litter

CCTV monitoring has been in place in South Dublin County since May 2007 with more than 3,000 litter fines issued as a result of CCTV evidence. This has led to a reduction in littering at areas covered by CCTV.

Tender documents to formalise CCTV monitoring were issued as part of a security framework tender process which is due to be completed by the end of 2009.  From this framework it will be possible to select a CCTV service provider for monitoring litter hot spots and areas which are used for illegal dumping.

Mapping of profiling of litter offence location and litter offenders is ongoing to allow enhanced enforcement.

12.
Utilise systematic data analysis systems to monitor and plan Litter management and decision making

Ongoing meetings between Parks and Cleansing and anti litter wardens staff to respond to IBAL findings.

A base-line litter survey of the County has been carried out in conjunction with An Taisce and a report documenting the survey findings and providing recommendations was received.  The results of this survey form the basis for a system of ongoing surveys to monitor progress in the county.

Mapping of incidence of litter is being developed to target litter hotspots.

13. Continue to research and implement best practice models

A Research programme will be developed in house that will enable the identification of best practice that can then be developed in the County

14.
Ensure the provision of a litter management plan for all major events.

Research has commenced to facilitate the development of a litter management plan template and guidelines for major event plans that can be imposed as a planning condition/licence.”
Mr. John Quinlivan,  Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Brophy, M. Corr, C. King and S. Crowe contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/435/09
NEW WORKS

Mr. John Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, spoke about the New Innovative Waste Charge System for South Dublin County Council. The system will be rolled out countywide and will be available on Membersnet from Tuesday, 20th October, 2009.  
T/436/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/437/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

FINANCIAL COSTS OF HALLOWEEN
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“This Council Committee calls on the Manager to give a report outlining the financial costs last year in clean up bills in this area following Halloween and outline what new measures or approaches he intends to take this year to reduce the environmental and social cost of many of these unwanted activities.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Parks Department is the principal co-ordinating and responding Department of the Council in relation to the issue of Hallowe'en bonfires in terms of pro-active removal of materials prior to the event and re-instatement of areas after the event. The Parks Department is supported in this effort by the Environmental Services and Housing Departments. Each year, Parks Department prepare reports for the Members on the extent and cost of the response of the Council. Reports will be prepared and circulated in the same way this year. 

Significant resources are deployed for clean up crews by each Department both prior to and after the day itself while staff resources were deployed on the day for organised bonfires as well as staff from the Litter Wardens and Cleansing Sections being available for additional support.

The following initiatives are being carried out by Environmental Awareness regarding bonfire awareness this year:

· Bonfire Awareness Posters distributed to the following: 

· All the secondary schools in the County 

· Community Centres, 

· Libraries, 

· South Dublin County Tourism, Hallowfest

· Halloween Mask & Decoration Workshops - Make masks from recycled materials with environmental education/talk on bonfire safety and hazards in Ballyroan Library  - Monday 19th  October 3.30pm -5pm – Primary School Age 8-10 years, 1 class  and Lucan Library on Friday 23rd October 10am-11.30am – Primary School Age 8-10 years, 1 class 

· School Talks re Bonfire Awareness. Tallaght Community Garda will be organise talks in schools in relation to safety around bonfires.  In addition the Dublin Fire Brigade have said that they will provide talks to 1st & 2nd class in secondary schools that request them.  1st & 2nd class in secondary schools throughout the County will be informed about the opportunity to request a talk. 

The Council is confident that this approach will serve to reduce the volume and spread of materials used to feed bonfires throughout the County however, staff from the Councils Parks Department are currently and will continue to be fully employed leading up to Halloween night on removing bonfire material from regional parks, public open spaces and housing lands throughout the county.

It is also understood that the Parks/Housing Departments will arrange bonfires as well.”Bottom of Form

It was AGREED to take Councillor C. Brophy’s Motion No. 6 in conjunction with the above report:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to provide the necessary resources both financial and manpower to enable Halloween anti-bonfire collections to be carried out for communities as in previous years.  This service should be particularly provided on the Saturday of Halloween.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Staff from the Environmental Services, Parks and Housing Departments will be dealing with any bonfire materials from laneways, regional parks, public open spaces, housing lands and other areas throughout the county during the Hallowe'en period.

As in previous years, Parks Department are the co-ordinating Department for all of the Hallowe'en prevention/clean up activities.”Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, C. Brophy, J. Hannon, E. Walsh, M. Corr, D. Looney, E. Maloney and P. Kearns contributed, Mr L. Magee, Senior Engineer, replied to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item on the matter would issue to the November meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
T/438/09
REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE OF CONTRACTORS AND COUNCIL STAFF CARRYING OUT DRAINAGE WORKS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor  
M. Corr:
"That the Manager outline the regulations that exist governing the use of Contractors and Council staff in the Tallaght area carrying out drainage works or other activities with regard to damage being caused to existing open spaces which had been maintained by the Council or residents groups"

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Drainage Section, and other Sections of the Council, re often required to enter onto land to carry out works of varying types. In all instances the Council crews and contractors working on behalf of the Council take due regard to the lands they are entering onto.  The following are taken into consideration before the works are carried out:

(a) whether it is appropriate to enter onto lands at all

(b) the original condition of the land 

(c) the length of time entry will be required for, and 

(d) the reason for entry. 

The Drainage Section often enters onto lands for routine maintenance. This type of maintenance is normally easily maintained. However, difficulties may arise where Drainage crews must enter onto lands under a deadline or in an emergency situation.  In the case of an emergency, such as a flood, the Council has wide ranging powers to allow it to enter onto private land as well as public land. 

In all circumstances, whether the Council undertakes works by way of direct labour or contract, every effort is made to reinstate property (both public and private) to it's original condition or as close thereto as is possible. It should be noted that the first priority of the Council is to resolve the particular problem with as minimal impact on the local area as is possible however, this is entirely dependent on the amount of works that are required to resolve the problem in the first place.”Bottom of Form

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Brophy, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/439/09
LITTERED STATE OF THE LANEWAYS IN  DUBLIN 12 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor  M. Corr:
“That this Committee deplores the littered state of many of the laneways in the Dublin 12 area of the County, many of which have served as the location for significant acts of 'fly-tipping' in recent months and years; that the Committee seeks further resourcing of the litter warden and inspection services with regard to this dangerous and antisocial practice; and that the Committee asks the Manager to prepare a report on the possibility of a Community Employment or other scheme which would engage local people in laneway cleaning and upkeep as an addition to the existing environmental services.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Laneways are monitored on an ongoing basis by local Anti-Litter Wardens who inspect any material to find evidence to support fines or prosecutions where possible under the Litter Pollution Act, 1997, as amended. The Wardens also liaise with the Cleansing Section to arrange clean-ups of the laneways as required. Where local residents groups engage in such clean-ups themselves, Wardens make every effort to assist them in their endeavours subject to available resources.

The Council will continue to provide support to local residents and communities through the Litter Warden and Cleansing Services through the pursuance of dumping offenders, scheduled and occasional clean ups. The  role of the local communities continues to be the critical factor in the problem of dumping and the Council will continue to support and assist those communities to foster a culture in which the practice of littering and dumping is unacceptable and therefore prevents the problem from occurring in the first place.

Council staff are and will continue to be involved in assisting communities to arrange local clean ups and foster change through awareness campaigns etc and would appeal to any resident to assist the Council by reporting offenders where possible so that prosecutions can be pursued to deter others from engaging in this behaviour.”
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, C. Brophy, M. Corr, P. Kearns and E. Walsh contributed, Mr L. Magee, Senior Engineer, replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED
T/440/09
REMOVAL OF WEEKEND BIN COLLECTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That the Manager outlines the savings to the Council in the Tallaght area through the removal of weekend bin collections when bank holidays occur.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“As has previously been reported to the Council, the average cost of mobilising refuse collection staff and freighters for collections on or in lieu of bank/public holidays prior to the discontinuation of this practice was approximately €30,000 across the County.  Depending on the day of the week on which the bank holiday falls, the particular routes affected will be different however the costs in respect of the Tallaght area ranged from €6,000 to €18,000 per day.

While one occasion during 2008 saw presentation of only 300 bins from a possible 15,000, the context for the foregoing costs is an average presentation rate of 15% on the Saturday collections giving poor value for money for the service.”
Bottom of Form

Following a contribution from which Councillor M. Corr, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED
T/441/09
PILOT SCHEME FOR RECYCLING
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“This Council Committee calls on the Manager to investigate the possibility of establishing a pilot scheme in the Tallaght Committee area for recycling and returning to residents surplus green waste, chippings and other biodegradable materials for use in gardening and local landscaping in the area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The idea suggested in the motion is worthwhile and will be explored by the Environmental Services Department through its Environmental Awareness and Recycling Sections and in conjunction with the Parks Department.” 
Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and J. Hannon contributed, 
Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/442/09
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor  S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 4 - 5, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/443/09 
TALLAGHT TRANSFER LIST
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the Manager can he give a report outlining how many families are on the Tallaght transfer list citing overcrowding as the main reason for moving?"

REPLY:
There are a total of 462 families on the Transfer List for the Tallaght area, of these 166 has applied on grounds of overcrowding.  All of these families were initially allocated suitable housing in line with their family composition at the time, in accordance with the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities. 

T/444/09
IMPROVEMENTS TO HOUSING STOCK 
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the Manager can he give an update on the average cost to this Council of necessary improvements to housing stock per house that was surrendered or recovered from former tenants in the last year, and outlining in the report the largest amount spent on refurbishment and associated works in this Tallaght Committee area?" 

REPLY:
137 units were upgraded countywide for re-letting from 1st January to end of September, 84 of these completions is in the Tallaght/Rathfarnham Area.  It is not possible to give a detail on the costs of each house upgrade but the average cost of this upgrading is €23,400 per unit.  The most expensive would be approx. €45,000, which would include a full upgrade including window and door replacement, re-wiring, central heating, kitchen replacement, internal and external decoration.Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

T/445/09
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“2008 COMPLETIONS TO DATE
Avonbeg Phase 3                                              29 Units

Cushlawn Phase 3                                           22 Units

Heatherset (Part V)                                         40 Units

Ard Mor (Part V)                                              2 Units

Kilcarrig Phase 3                                            34 Units

Total                                                                   127 Units        

 

2009 COMPLETIONS TO DATE      

Kilalown                                                             27 Units

Fortunestown B Phase 1                                 103 Units

Kilcarrig Phase 3                                             45 Units

Castletymon                                                       22 Units

Fetttercairn Phase 2                                         2 Units

Total                                                                     199 Units             

 

SCHEMES ON SITE
Fortunestown B Phase 1                                 7 Units                4th Quarter 2009

· 7 X 3 bed 5 per House

Greenhills Road (Part V)                                8 Units                4th Quarter 2009

· 5 X 1 bed Apt

· 3 X 2 bed Apt

Avonbeg Phase 4                                               7 Units                4th Quarter 2009

· 1 X 2 bed 4 per 1 storey House

· 2 X 3 bed 6 per 2 storey House

· 2 X 2 bed 4 per GG/FF duplex Apt

· 2 X 1 bed 2 per SF Apt

Fettercairn Phase 2                                          29 Units              1st Quarter 2010

· 2 X 3 per 2 bed 1 storey Apt

· 1 X 3 per 2 bed  1 storey duplex Apt

· 1 X 5 per 3 bed 2 storey duplex

· 4 X 5 per 3 bed 2 storey

· 18 X 5 per 3 bed 2 storey

· 3 X 3 per 2 bed 1 storey

Castletymon                                                        10 Units               4th Quarter 2009

· 8 X 4 per 2 bed 2 storey

· 2 X 5 per 3 bed House

Springfield (Respond VHA)                            190 Units              3rd Quarter 2010

· 15 X 3 bed Apt

· 48 X 2 bed Apt

· 106 X 1 bed Apt

· 12 X group House

· 9 X short term Housing

Total                                                                       251 Units 

TENDER ASSESSMENT
Knockmore                                                                                  90 Units

· Approval received form DOE. Start date dependant on availability of funding.

 Deerpark                                                                                       8 Units   

· Progress to tender stage dependant on availability of funding.

 Rossfield (Old shop site)                                                             9 Units

· Progress to tender stage dependant on availability of funding.

Fortunestown B Phase 3&5                                                      160 Units

· Proposal being reviewed by Architects Department.”
Bottom of Form

Ms. P. Doherty, Administrative Officer, summarized the report.

The report was NOTED.
T/446/09
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

The following is the current status of the TAP 2009-2013 for the Tallaght Area.
	Turnpike
	3 GH’s
	Redevelopment
	Currently with DOEHLG for approval. Queries received from DOEHLG 5.10.09 to which a response is currently being prepared by Architects.

	Belgard Road
	6 GH’s
	Redevelopment
	Concept design stage.  Meetings held with the residents and also with the Priory.


Bottom of Form

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, S. Crowe and E. Maloney contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that contact would be made with the new Chief Executive Officer of the Institute of Technology, Tallaght in relation to the proposed Belgard Road Residential Caravan Site.
T/447/09
QUARTERLY REPORT ON ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE TALLAGHT AREA FOR 3RD QUARTER JULY - SEPTEMBER 2009
The table below provides statistical analysis of anti social activity in the Tallaght area on a quarterly basis.  In the 3rd quarter of 2009, a total of 161 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded on foot of which 740 investigative actions were taken.  This represents a ratio of 5 no. actions per incident. In the 3rd quarter of 2009 there were 830 working files countywide.

Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 

R:\ANTI SOCIAL DOCUMENTS\ASB Policy OCT 06.doc
 
	Incidents
	4th Qtr 2008
	1st  Qtr 2009 
	2nd  Qtr 2009
	3rd Qtr 2009

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity
	3
	3
	5
	4

	Criminal Activity
	7
	7
	3
	2

	Joyriding
	1
	3
	4
	5

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment
	32
	33
	38
	40

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers
	7
	10
	7
	6

	Vandalism
	12
	10
	14
	14

	Physical condition of property
	26
	25
	21
	17

	Racism
	0
	4
	0
	1

	Vacant House
	14
	13
	14
	14

	Neighbour Dispute
	12
	9
	7
	4

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance
	15
	26
	24
	29

	Pets/animal nuisance
	0
	5
	4
	6

	Children Nuisance
	15
	16
	26
	19

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents
	144
	164
	167
	161

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints
	145
	186
	166
	151

	 Actions
	564
	806
	776
	740

	Housecall
	217
	295
	263
	281

	House Inspections
	9
	11
	19
	13

	Formal Office Interviews
	44
	57
	67
	60

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	90
	153
	143
	158

	Referred to HWO
	8
	7
	5
	3

	Referred to EHO
	1
	5
	14
	1

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Referred to Mediation
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Garda Consultation
	27
	33
	31
	25

	Other SDCC section consulted
	68
	113
	110
	86

	Health Services Consultation 
	0
	2
	1
	1

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	4
	1
	2
	2

	Case Conference - Internal
	2
	0
	0
	1

	Verbal Warning given
	7
	6
	7
	7

	Warning Letter issued
	6
	5
	5
	2

	Abandonment Notice Served
	1
	3
	2
	1

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Notice to Quit Served
	1
	2
	4
	0

	Demand for Possession Served
	1
	1
	4
	1

	Excluding Order sought / obtained by Tenant 
	2
	0
	0
	0

	House Surrendered
	5
	7
	10
	13

	Sitexed House
	8
	12
	11
	10

	 Traveller Support worker visit
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 Letter for interview
	30
	46
	44
	40

	File reopened
	13
	15
	24
	18

	Court date
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Decree awarded
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Did not attend for interview
	11
	22
	4
	13

	FOI report issued
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Section 15 requested
	1
	2
	3
	1

	Section 20 eviction
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Tenant transferred
	2
	1
	0
	0

	Referred to law dept
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Total actions
	564
	806
	776
	740


 

The Council, through the office of its Estate Management Team hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following locations:  

	Clinic Name
	Address of Clinic
	Days Held
	Time of Clinic

	Mary Mercer
	Mary Mercer, Jobstown
	Every Thurs
	11am – 12 noon

	Glenshane/Rossfield
	12 Brookfield Court
	Every Fri
	11am – 12 noon

	Killinarden
	Killinarden Community Centre
	Every Fri
	11am – 12 noon

	Fettercairn
	Fettercairn Community Centre
	Every Wed
	10.45am – 11.45am


 Members of the public are encouraged to utilise these clinics for the purpose of discussing housing related matters including incidents of anti social behaviour in respect of which all such matters are treated with confidentiality.  The clinics are attended by the Estate Officer for the area and the local Community Garda.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, and S. Crowe contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED
T/448/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/449/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/450/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

DIFFICULTIES OF RESIDENTS LIVING BESIDE BOARDED UP HOUSES
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“This Committee in view of difficulties being experienced by residents living beside boarded up houses in relation to illegal dumping on the properties and anti social elements using them as a gathering area, will the Manager give a report outlining what new measures in conjunction with the Garda Authorities he can introduce to limit the negative impact these houses are having on immediate neighbours and the community at large”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Vacant houses are boarded up by the Council to prevent them being accessed and to protect the dwelling while repairs are carried out.  They are generally much less vulnerable than houses that are not boarded up.  They can sometimes be a magnet for anti social behaviour and it is for this reason that the Council tries to ensure that vacant houses are "turned around" for reletting in the minimum timeframe possible.  The difficulties of carrying out the reletting works and the subsequent reletting of the houses has been reported on previously and is the subject of a new process being put in place to ensure a reduction in void time.  A problem related to vacancies is also that which can arise if anti social elements gain access to the rear of such dwelling and the Council is frequently required to provide steel side garden gates to prevent such ingress.

Youths seeking a place to congregate frequently use the curtilage of vacant properties in their area for drinking and other forms of anti social behaviour.  The Gardai are familiar with this problem and youths are constantly being moved on by patrolling gardai.  The vigilance of neighbouring householders is invaluable to the Council and the Gardai in combating the problem generally.  

Illegal dumping at vacant properties is also an occurrence. Housing maintenance depot staff try to address the issue as best they can but time spent doing so is lost from what should be their core activities.  The Council and the Gardai will continue to minimise the inconvenience caused to the communities involved.   Every assistance of the adjoining community in reporting the activity and those who are responsible is extremely welcome.  Any reports in relation to such activity will be investigated immediately and action taken once the necessary evidence has been obtained.”  Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and C. King contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/451/09
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 6 - 7, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/452/09
COMMUNITY CENTRE TO BE BUILT IN BALLYCRAGH PARK

QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor

"To ask the Manager  could he please give an update on the community centre that was to be built in Ballycragh Park?"

REPLY: 
The proposed Ballycragh Community Centre facility is included in the Council's 3 year Rolling Capital Programme in the category "Projects Committed" subject to identification and availability of funding. 

These projects are ones which the Council is committed to proceeding with but are in some cases dependant on funding from sources outside the Council. These projects can only proceed when the availability of the entire project funding package is confirmed. 

Due to the economic downturn there will be further financial challenges with regard to funding (Revenue and Capital) going forward which will negatively impact on the Council’s infrastructural programmes.

Further consideration of this project has been deferred until 2010. 
T/453/09
ACCOMMODATION FOR THE BUÍON NAOMH PÓL GUIDES GROUP Bottom of Form
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

"To ask the Manager to detail any efforts made to seek permanent accommodation for the Buíon Naomh Pól Guides group, currently working out of St Paul's Primary Schools, Greenhills?"

REPLY:
There is no record in Community Services Department of any correspondence from Buíon Naomh Pól Guides with regard to this matter.  However if the Councillor can supply contact details a member of the Community Development team will liaise with the group to ascertain it’s accommodation needs.

Bottom of Form

T/454/09
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application


	Amount

	GF1875
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	19/06/09
	€200

	GF1882
	St. Muirins House Company Limited
	I.T. Networking and Administration Grant
	07/07/09
	€1,000

	GF1883
	St. Muirins House Company Limited
	Grant for Community Centre Based I.T. Infrastructure
	07/07/09
	€5,000


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)
Applications for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application


	Amount

	AGF686
	Harolds Cross Tallaght
	Arts Grant
	1/9/09
	€500


Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor  M. Corr                and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
T/455/09
THE RAPID PROGRAMME IN WEST TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Rapid Team for West Tallaght shall be showing a 15 minute DVD on the achievements under the Rapid programme for Tallaght.”
Bottom of Form

Mr. J. Boyle, Rapid Co-ordinator, outlined a short report on the activities of the Rapid team and replied to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
T/456/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/457/09
CORRESPONDENCE

(A) (i) Letter dated 7th October, 2009, sent to  Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, regarding a Motion passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 21st September, 2009, in relation to JI/CE schemes within Tallaght, was NOTED.
(A) (ii) Letter dated 12th October, 2009, received from Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, regarding a Motion passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 21st September, 2009, in relation to JI/CE schemes within Tallaght, was NOTED.
(B) (i) Letter dated 7th October, 2009, sent to Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, regarding a Motion passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 21st September, 2009, in relation to maintaining the West Tallaght Rapid Programme, was NOTED.
(B) (ii) Letter dated 12th October, 2009, received from Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, regarding a Motion passed at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 21st September, 2009, in relation to maintaining the West Tallaght Rapid Programme, was NOTED.
T/458/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

The Meeting concluded at 5.32 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







