                    COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with, Environment, Roads, Development & Parks, Planning, Housing, Community and Corporate Services & Libraries business held on 13th October 2009.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	E. Coburn

	P. Cosgrave

	C. Keane

	J. Lahart


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor P. Cosgrave presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT


	Director of Planning
	F. Nevin.

	Director of Corporate Services & Libraries
	T. Walsh.

	Senior Engineer
	L. Magee, T. O’Grady, S. Fagan.

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne.

	Senior Executive Engineer
	J. Kennelly.

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan.

	Senior Executive Officer
	 J. Quinlivan, P. Murphy, Y. Dervan.

	Senior Executive Planner
	J. Johnston.

	Executive Planner
	J. Phelan.

	Executive Engineer
	C. Cummins.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin, M. Kelly, M. Hunt, T. Shanahan, P. Fleming, P. Doherty, D. Bowes.

	Senior Staff Officer
	K. Whelan. 

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw.


Also Present:    
Mr. Edward Edge, Consulting Engineer.

Mr. Aidan Foley, Construction Manager, 

Mr. Fraser Boyd, Operations & Maintenance Manager, and

Ms Mary Joe Costello, Technical Manager, M50 Concessions, 
in connection with a presentation on the M50.

Presentation on the M50 PPP Upgrade Contract

At 2.30pm prior to the meeting a presentation was given by M50 Concession Ltd on the M50 PPP Upgrade Contract. This presentation was arranged following a request from the members at the September 09 meeting. The presentation was given by Mr Aidan Foley, Construction Manager, Ms Mary-Joe Costello, Technical Manager, Mr Fraser Boyd, Operations & Maintenance Manager and Mr Edward Edge, M50 Consulting Engineer and covered the following aspects of the contract: 

*Project Overview  

*Major Interchange Update 

*Key Dates

*Routine & Cyclic Maintenance 

*Winter Maintenance

It was agreed to suspend standing orders to complete the presentation and allow the members discuss the issues and express their concerns.

Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, E. Coburn, C. Keane and J. Lahart, Mr Foley, Ms Costello, Mr Boyd and Mr Edge responded to queries raised.

R/63/09  CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
HEADED ITEM (1)







Item ID: 20331
Minutes of meeting of Rathfarnham Area Committee dealing with Corporate Services & Libraries. Environment, Roads, Development & Parks, Planning, Housing and Community business held on 15th September 2009, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 15th September, 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

Environment

R/64/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane , seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question number 1 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/65/09 BRING BANK ON GRANGE ROAD
QUESTION (1): Councillor J. Lahart 




 Item ID: 20432 

"To ask the Manager where we are at in relation to the Bring Bank situation on Grange Road Rathfarnham in terms of finally removing it from its present location?"
REPLY:
The bring bank at Grange Road/Sarah Curran Avenue is very successful site but there has been an ongoing issue with local residents regarding its location.  In attempting to improve the facility and alleviate the issues that have arisen at the site over the years, an investigation of the possibility of installing the bring banks within the grounds of the OPW led to agreement in principle for the incorporation of the existing site into their grounds.  However, as this has not progressed to date due to cost issues, the Environmental Services Dept. are currently restarting negotiations with the OPW with a view to moving the banks into the grounds at a minor cost and will address the more substantial issue of incorporating the corner site into the OPW grounds at a later date.

The area of the bottle bank in question is regularly inspected and cleaned as required and it is not considered that the noise level is anything out of the ordinary at this location.  CCTV provision is not considered necessary at this site as the level of littering would not justify the installation of cameras and associated costs but this can be reviewed on a regular basis if the position changes.

Bottom of Form

R/66/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (2): 






 Item ID: 20349 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/67/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (1):






 Item ID: 20350 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/68/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION (1): 







 Item ID: 20481 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/69/09 ELECTRONIC TAG SYSTEM FOR WASTE COLLECTION

MOTION (2): 







Item ID: 20475 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee discusses (with the aid of an up to date report) the implementation of the electronic tag system for waste collection and any other imminent waste proposals."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The new system will enable the removal of bin tags.  Each customer will have an account and will able to credit their account with the equivalent cost of their bin tag.  The bins will only be lifted where there is adequate credit in the account but it will mean that customers will no longer have to be concerned about tags being stolen and the Council will have no concerns regarding the production of counterfeit tags.  Customers will be able top up their accounts on-line, by phone and to purchase credit in a large range of local outlets.  Waiver customers will have their accounts credited on a quarterly basis so that each quarter entitles them to six lifts - the equivalent of their current waiver pack.

In order to achieve this 83,000 individual customer accounts had to be established which linked the bin to the address.  Following this extensive piece of work over 83,000 grey bins had to be registered and a large number had to be retrofitted with a chip.  The registration of the bins required considerable customer co-operation and there are now 2274 left to be registered.  It was anticipated that only 93% would be achieved so this level is quite unprecedented.  This was a complex operation in terms of the systems required, the negotiations which had to take place internally, establishment of outlets and the engagement with every household in the county.

Customer packs are now ready to issue - there is now a single outstanding issue to be negotiated with regard to the roll-out.  Once the roll-out commences - which at this stage is anticipated being mid-October, subject to the outstanding issue being agreed - it will take 10 to 12 weeks to complete the roll-out across the county.  In effect this should result in all bin tags being discontinued from 31st January 2010.  the first route to "go live" is in Ballyroan and notifications and customer packs are currently being prepared.

The Council has committed to the provision of a brown bin service throughout the County as soon as possible but significant resources in the Environmental Services Department are currently focused on the imminent introduction of the advance credit system for waste charges. This new system and a review of the service will place the Council in position for the effective subsequent introduction of the three bin service.”
Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, P. Cosgrave, and E. Coburn, Mr. Quinlivan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Bottom of Form

Roads

R/70/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbers 2 - 4 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/71/09 REINSTATEMENT OF LOPPIPOP LADY ON KNOCKLYON ROAD

QUESTION (2): 
Councillor C. Keane



Item ID: 20471 

"To ask the Manager to agree to the reinstatement of the lollipop lady on Knocklyon Road?"
REPLY:
Prior to the commencement of each School Year a full review of the School Warden Service is carried out. Some changes are made each year to reflect the number of School Wardens, the priorites that have been set including budgetary considerations and generally to reflect the changes in travel patterns of the school going population. Two School Wardens had previously operated on the Knocklyon Road, one adjacent to Dargle Wood and one at Coolamber. It was noted that there had been a reduction in the number of children using the service to cross the road at both locations during the previous school year. Only 7or 8 children on average used the service at each crossing time. This level of usage is not sustainable.

Prior to the final implementation of the revised proposals, parents and school authorities were requested to make their views known. They stated that they felt it was unfair that one crossing location had pedestrian lights while the second location which was a more difficult location for crossing could potentially be left unsupervised. Having regard to these views it was considered appropriate to re-locate the warden from Dargle Wood, as this crossing had a signalised facility and to redeploy the School warden to Coolamber for a trial period of four weeks. It was also agreed to monitor the numbers to ensure that the provision of the service was sustainable. From an analysis of the trial period, so far, it would appear that the School Warden Service is required for the present at Coolamber.

The matter is being kept under review.

Bottom of Form

 R/72/09 FOOTPATH & CYCLE TRACK UPGRADE STOCKING LANE 

QUESTION (3):   
Councillor C. Keane



Item ID: 20472 

"To ask the Manager for an up to date report on the footpath and cycle track upgrade on Stocking Lane from Scholarstown Road to the M50 Motorway Bridge footpath at Stocking Lane?"
REPLY:
The Part 8 Report in respect of the Footpath and Cycle-track Upgrade on Stocking Lane will be presented to the Rathfarnham Area Committee meeting on Tuesday 13th October 2009. 
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R/73/09 LIAISE WITH M50 CONCESSIONS AND NRA RE PROSPECT COURT
QUESTION (4):
Councillor J. Lahart



 Item ID: 20429 

"To ask the Manager to  liaise with M50 Concessions and NRA with a view to requesting a meeting with Prospect Court residents in relation to reducing the height of the wooden boundary treatment as it effects residences in Prospect Court specifically from a light impediment viewpoint and to make a full report on the matter?"
REPLY:
The boundary treatment installed at prospect Court is required for noise attenuation in accordance with the An Bord Pleanala decision and it is not possible to alter the height of the boundary. 

Bottom of Form

R/74/09 Part 8 Report on Whitechurch Road - Proposed Traffic Calming Scheme
HEADED ITEM (3):  






 Item ID: 20433 

REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2007, WHITECHURCH ROAD – PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME

INTRODUCTION:
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of the Whitechurch Road proposed Traffic Calming Scheme.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

Traffic Calming Measures on Whitechurch Road between Ballyboden Road Junction and the M50 underpass. The proposed works comprise:

· Traffic Calming Platforms.

· 3 tonne limit Zone on Whitechurch Road between Ballyboden Road junction and Taylor's Lane Junction, and on Grange Park, St. Enda's Drive, St. Patrick's Cottages and Sarah Curran Avenue.

· Traffic Signals at the junction of Whitechurch Road and Sarah Curran Avenue.

· Signalised Pedestrian Crossing on Whitechurch Road at St Patrick's Cottages.

· Periodic Speed Control (30kph) on Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of Whitechurch National School.

· 30kph speed limit on Whitechurch Road between Sarah Curran Avenue and St Enda's Park.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The Whitechurch Road Proposed Traffic Calming Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2007, Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 24th September 2008. The Scheme went on public display on Wednesday 24th September 2008 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Dublin 16. The closing date for submissions was Friday 21st November 2008.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

13 submissions were received.  A schedule of submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:
	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (1),(5),(13)

	1.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the proposal to provide traffic lights at the Sarah Curran Avenue junction will cause unnecessary tailbacks along Whitechurch Road, and therefore this proposal is not supported.
It is thought that the traffic lights proposed at this junction will unnecessarily slow traffic travelling along Whitechurch Road, and therefore are undesirable unless they can be programmed to only provide a green phase to Sarah Curran Avenue when there is a demand for it.

It is put forward that there is no need to provide traffic signals at the junction of Whitechurch Road and Sarah Curran Avenue. Dangerous traffic movements at the junction are observed only when there is right-turning traffic from Sarah Curran Avenue. It is proposed that Sarah Curran Avenue be made one-way in the opposite direction.

The installation of traffic lights at the junction of Sarah Curran Avenue and Whitechurch Road will cause build up of traffic on that section of Whitechurch Road making it difficult to get out of Whitecliff in the mornings. An alternative would be to provide a one-way system on Sarah Curran Avenue from Whitechurch Road as far as the entrance to St. Enda’s carpark.

	1.
	Response


	The traffic signal staging will be programmed to ensure optimum efficiency.

Provision of traffic signals at this junction will be beneficial for the following reasons:

· Insufficient sightlines currently exist for traffic coming from Sarah Curran Avenue; the junction will be made safer for traffic, pedestrians and cyclists by the provision of the traffic signals. 

· The presence of the traffic signals in this location will act as a traffic calming measure.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	2.
	Submission


	South Dublin County Council did not issue all documents and particulars pertaining to these proposed works. A previous letter was issued to SDCC in relation to obtaining this under the Freedom of Information Act. It is requested that all documents/particulars pertaining to the proposed works be released.

	2.
	Response


	This has been dealt with under Freedom of Information procedure.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (3),(11) (12)

	3.
	Submission


	It is requested that the 3 tonne limit zone be extended to include the section of Whitechurch Road that extends up past the crossroads at the new intersection of Taylor’s Lane and Whitechurch Road as far as the junction of College Road and Whitechurch Road. It is felt that vehicles over 3tonne should not be allowed on Whitechurch Road.

It is suggested that the 3 tonne limit should be applied along the entire length of the proposed scheme.

The 3 tonne limit should be imposed in the vicinity of Whitechurch Church of Ireland.

	3.
	Response


	It is proposed that a 3 tonne limit zone be provided on Whitechurch Road between Ballyboden Road junction and Taylor’s Lane Junction, and on Grange Park, St. Enda’s Drive, St.Patrick’s Cottages and Sarah Curran Avenue. 

The provision of the 3 tonne limit over the entire route is not warranted as it is considered that the volume of HGV usage on the southern section of Whitechurch Road does not create a difficulty at this time.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	4.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the impact of the proposed works on both the built and natural heritage and on the distinctive character landscape has not been addressed. The design specification and materials proposed are vague. 

	4.
	Response


	The traffic-calming features are being implemented from kerb to kerb i.e. on the existing carriageway only and therefore their impact on the character of the local area will be minimal. No trees or protected structures are affected by these proposals. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	5.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the structural effect of the works on the substantial number of protected structures along this road has not been investigated.

	5.
	Response


	The relevant protected structures are: Rose Villa, Willbrook House, Whitechurch Lodge, Moravian Cemetery and the Whitechurch Church of Ireland. The proposed works will not affect these protected structures, and will be carried out in accordance with current standards and criteria.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (1),(2),(6),(11)

	6.
	Submission


	The scheme fails to mention any measures to increase safety of pedestrians along Whitechurch Road. The footpath is in a poor state of repair, in particular the stretch of footpath between Grangebrook, past Whitechurch National School towards the M50 underpass. 

It is suggested that the path be widened slightly by clearing back vegetation, and the path height raised, similar to that at Lamb’s cross footpath – Hillcrest Road) for extra safety.

It appears that little consideration has been given to the improvement of pedestrian safety along Whitechurch Road. The footpaths are in poor repair, in particular the stretch between Grangebrook Estate, past Whitechurch National School, towards the M50 underpass and between Whitechurch Roundabout and Taylor’s Lane.

It is felt that improvements to the footpath between Whitechurch Estate and Taylor’s Lane are needed.

It is felt that the footpath is very narrow at St Enda’s Drive and end of Whitechurch Road and improvements are necessary to improve public safety.

It is proposed that the path is widened slightly by cutting back vegetation. In addition, the path height should be raised for extra safety.

The condition of the footpath is highlighted as an issue to be dealt with under this scheme, as the surface is in poor repair.
The consideration to the safety of pedestrians in the scheme has not been given due care. In particular, remedial work is recommended for footpaths in the area; this is not proposed as part of the scheme.

The condition of the footpath from the entrance of Grangebrook Estate to Whitechuch Green is in poor repair, including a partially exposed electrical cable crossing the path at lamp No. 47 outside the entrance to the estate.
It is submitted that provision of a footpath on the south side of Whitechurch Green would be a vital addition to the area and should be dealt with within the proposed traffic-calming scheme.


	6.
	Response


	Provision of, or remedial works to footpaths are provided as part of the road maintenance programme (subject to funding), and are therefore not included in the scope of this scheme.

A recent inspection did not reveal any exposed cable to public lighting column 47.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (11)

	7.
	Submission


	The location of the proposed site offices and/or storage areas during the construction phase is not clearly indicated on the drawings displayed.

	7.
	Response


	The location of site offices forms part of the construction stage of the Scheme, and is not addressed at Part 8 stage. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (10)

	8.
	Submission


	It is requested that the pedestrian crossing at St. Patrick’s Cottages be relocated from the current proposed position to either of the following two locations. Either of these will facilitate schoolchildren travelling to and from school and local shops, and will reduce the number crossing at the junction. Senior citizens accessing the parks and shops would also be facilitated.

1. Adjacent to the Willbrook Stream entrance and opposite the southern end of Tara Hill entrance

2. Positioned half-way between the entrance to Tara Hill and Grange Park

It is noted that should these relocations be unacceptable, the current proposal is acceptable.

	8.
	Response


	It is considered that the location proposed in the Part 8, at St. Patrick’s Cottages, is the most suitable location and easily accessible from all adjoining estates. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2)

	9.
	Submission


	It appears that no consideration has been given to cyclists in the scheme.

	9.
	Response


	There is insufficient width on both the carriageway and the footpath over the length of the scheme to provide a separate cycle track. The provision of the proposed traffic calming platforms will reduce traffic speeds, contributing to a safer environment for cyclists.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (9)

	10.
	Submission


	As a matter of policy, Dublin Bus opposes the provision of ramps on bus routes, with the exception of bus-friendly ramps, these to have a gradient of 1:20. It is pointed out that the narrowness of the road in itself acts as a traffic calming measure.

	10.
	Response


	The traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (9)

	11.
	Submission


	It is requested that a pull-in area be provided about 70 or 80 metres from the exit of Whitechurch Estate to allow buses to yield to southbound traffic. These could also be useful at one or two other locations on the scheme. A meeting could be arranged on-site to discuss this.

	11.
	Response


	Dublin Bus has been contacted regarding this issue and a meeting will be arranged onsite with Dublin Bus to discuss their requirements.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (4)

	12.
	Submission


	It is requested that the corner at St. Patrick’s Cottages could be addressed under this scheme. It is quite dangerous for the residents of St. Patrick’s Cottages driving out from their road at this corner as this cottage is further onto the road than the other cottages. 

	12.
	Response


	This junction will be examined by the Council’s traffic / maintenance sections.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	13.
	Submission


	Traffic, in particular right-turning traffic, emerging from College Road often does so without stopping, thereby posing a large threat to cyclists.

	13.
	Response


	The signage at this junction will be examined and modified if necessary


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	14.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the inclination of drivers is to slow down at bends, therefore the platforms are redundant in these locations, namely (counting from south to north) Platforms 1, 2, 3, 4, 7.

	14.
	Response


	Whilst most drivers slow down at bends, there have been a number of reports of inappropriate speeding in the vicinity of these bends. The provision of the traffic calming platforms is proposed to ensure low vehicle speeds at the bends. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	15.
	Submission


	It is submitted that the ramps along this stretch of road are undesirable, as it is a busy route and the addition of ramps will make it uncomfortable to drive on.

	15.
	Response


	There have been reports of inappropriate speeding on this stretch of road. The traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	16.
	Submission


	It is suggested that elimination of the blind bend at Whitecliff Junction would be more beneficial than the provision of traffic calming platforms, which do little as traffic already will be travelling at reduced speeds due to the presence of the bend.

	16.
	Response


	This Traffic Calming Scheme does not encompass any alteration of the existing road layout, and measures to remove or significantly change this bend are outside the scope of this particular scheme. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	17.
	Submission


	It is put forward that the ramp south of Sarah Curran Avenue junction should be moved to the junction creating a pedestrian-friendly crossing point. 

	17.
	Response


	The proposed location was suggested on the basis that traffic travelling the relatively straight stretch between Whitecliff and Sarah Curran Avenue will be slowed sufficiently on the approach to the signalised junction. Pedestrians will be catered for by inclusion of a dedicated crossing phase in the traffic light staging arrangement.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (8)

	18.
	Submission


	The locations of many of the vehicular entrances are close to bends in the road.

	18.
	Response


	Provision of traffic calming platforms will increase safety for those using the vehicular entrances.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	19.
	Submission


	It is requested that consideration be given to the location of the ramp on the basis that the Whitechurch Road between Silveracre Bungalow and Acrebrook is prone to flooding during times of heavy rain.

	19.
	Response


	The traffic calming platforms to be provided as part of this scheme will not extend across the full width of the road, and will provide drainage channels at both sides of the road. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	20.
	Submission


	Development of land adjacent to Silveracre Bungalow

A new entrance will be required in the future for development of these lands.

	20.
	Response


	Future entrances will be taken into consideration as part of individual planning applications and will be dealt with by South Dublin County Council Planning Department on a case by case basis. 


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	21.
	Submission


	Commercial traffic to Campbell’s Packaging and the Ford Centre is necessary for the operation of these businesses and should be taken into account.

	21.
	Response


	The accessibility of Campbell’s Packaging and the Ford Centre will not be compromised by any of the measures proposed by the Traffic Calming Scheme including the 3 tonne limit, whereby access for business purposes is permitted.

The traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	22.
	Submission


	Fire and Ambulance services require access to all properties on and off this route

	22.
	Response


	The ease of Fire and Ambulance service access will not be compromised by any of the measures proposed by the Traffic Calming Scheme as the traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7)

	23.
	Submission


	Bin collectors require access to all property on and off this route.

	23.
	Response


	The ease of Bin collectors access will not be compromised by any of the measures proposed by the Traffic Calming Scheme as the traffic calming platforms proposed within this scheme along the bus route are to be bus-friendly, with a gradient of 1:20.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (12)

	24.
	Submission


	The provision of concealed entrance signage at both entrances to the Church of Ireland Parish Church is sought due to high level of usage of these entrances

	24.
	Response


	It is envisaged that the provision of ramps will slow traffic in the vicinity of these entrances.


RECOMMENDATION:

This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Whitechurch Road proposed Traffic Calming Scheme are in accordance with the 2004 – 2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.
It is recommended that the Council approve the proposed Scheme as advertised.

No funding source has yet been identified for this Scheme.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.
List of Submissions
1. Richenda Garland, 74 Grangebrook Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

2. David McGuinness, 74 Grangebrook Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

3. Rev. A. H. McKinley & Shirley Wallace, Whitechurch National School, Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

4. Geraldine Doyle, Tara Hill & St. Patrick's Cottages EMC, 6 Tara Hill Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

5. John Browne, 91 Whitecliff, Whitecliff Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

6. Niall O'Connor, 83 Grangebrook Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

7. Vincent & Joan Moloney, Silveracre Bungalow, Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

8. John Hickey, 25 Whitechurch Hill, Edmonstown, Dublin 16

9. Derry O'Leary, Dublin Bus

10. Cormac Farrell, Willowbrook Lawn Resident's Association, 37 Willbrook Lawn, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

11.
Angela O'Donoghue, Glendoher & District Residents Association, 17 Glendoher Close, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16on behalf of;


Michael Cooney, Willbrook & Willbrook Downs Residents Association, 36 Willbrook Estate, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16


Dr. Joe Kearney, Whitecliff Residents Association, 124 Whitecliff, Whitechurch Road, Dublin 16


Neil Kennedy, Palmer Park & Pearse Park Resident’s 
Association, 28 Pearse Brothers Park, Ballyboden, Dublin 16


David McShane, Scholarstown Road / Stocking Lane Resident’s Association, Donington, Scholarstown Road, Dublin 16


Kevin O’Halloran, Boden Park Resident’s Association, 21 The Rise, Boden Park, Dublin 16

12.
Alan Balfe, 105 Whitecliff, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

13. Mrs Rhodanne Heaney, Whitechurch Church of Ireland.
Link - MAP 1 
Link - MAP 2
Link - MAP 3
Following consideration of the report the Committee RECOMMENDED that the proposed scheme as advertised be implemented.
R/75/09 Part 8 Report on Stocking Lane – Proposed Footpath and Cycletrack Upgrade

HEADED ITEM (4):  






 Item ID: 20434 
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2007, STOCKING LANE PROPOSED FOOTPATH AND CYCLETRACK UPGRADE

INTRODUCTION:
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of the Footpath and Cycletrack Upgrade along Stocking Lane.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

Footpath and cycle track upgrade along western side of Stocking Lane from Scholarstown Road to the M50 Motorway Bridge:

The proposed works comprise: -

· The construction of approximately 800m of 1.5m wide footpath with drop kerbs at junctions.


The construction of approximately 800m of 1.5m wide cycletrack with drop kerbs at junctions.

· The construction of 550m of timber knee rail.


Vegetation clearance and grass seeding to verges.

· The planting of beech hedging along boundary to Dublin City Council Lands.


Traffic Calming Platforms

· Pedestrian Access from Prospect Heath to Bus Stop on east side of Stocking Lane

· Public Lighting

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The Stocking Lane Proposed Footpath and Cycletrack Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2007, Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 24th September 2008. The Scheme went on public display on Wednesday 24th September 2008 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Dublin 16. The closing date for submissions was Friday 21st November 2008.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

15 submissions were received.  A schedule of submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:
	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (6)

	1.
	Submission


	That the proposed traffic calming platform south of the entrance to Prospect Manor Estate be extended to the full width of the entrance in order to alleviate the problem of vehicles traveling at speed into and out of the estate. Advance signage north and possibly south of the junction of Prospect Drive and Stocking Lane to highlight the presence of Prospect Heath is also suggested.


	1.
	Response


	The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge  to Scholarstown Road.

The provision of two traffic calming platforms south of Prospect manor will slow traffic approaching and entering the estate from the south. The existing traffic calming platform north of the entrance currently slows traffic entering the estate from the north. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2),(7) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (1) and(6), Deputy on Behalf of Individual Resident (4)

	2.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the bus stop be moved to a more suitable location above the   entrance to the estate to provide for safer pedestrian movements and negating the need for the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath, therefore eliminating the risk of young children running onto Stocking Lane via this proposed pathway Making maintenance of the landscaped area beside the proposed pedestrian entrance difficult, increase in the amount of litter due to increased pedestrian traffic through Prospect Heath, disturbance to wildlife / birds nesting in the shrubbery.
It was also requested that the ditch between Stocking Lane and Prospect Heath which was removed as part of the initial installation is reinstated after the bus stop is relocated.



	2.
	Response


	The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing. For this reason it is not proposed to relocate the bus-stop.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is now proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.    




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7),(14) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (6)

	3.
	Submission


	The residents would like to express their concern regarding the removal of mature trees along Stocking Lane and ask that all possible steps be taken to avoid unnecessary removal. There is plenty of space along the verge to create an alternative footpath/cycle route so that Trees 65 and 66 can be kept.



	3.
	Response


	A comprehensive Tree Survey and Ecology Survey were carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services and White Young Green Environmental respectively in order to assess the existing situation. 

These studies were commissioned to ensure that, insofar as possible, the impact on trees and other vegetation would be minimised. 

The tree survey carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services, classifies Trees 65 and 66 as Category C2, i.e. trees of low-quality/value with a minimum of 10 years life expectancy, and of mainly landscape values. The low level of significance attributed by the Tree Surveyor to these trees contributed to the decision to run the footpath/cycle track along its proposed route.

The best alignment will be achieved by removal of these trees, which was justified by the Tree Survey Assessment.  In the detailed design phase every effort will be made to retain the trees in question. 

A beech hedge is being provided to replace trees and other vegetation that may be removed during the course of the works.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	4.
	Submission


	The impact on both built and natural heritage and distinctive character environment, and on the significant number of protected structures that adjoin this road has not been addressed.



	4.
	Response


	Studies have been commissioned in respect of Ecological Assessment and Arboricultural Assessment of Trees on Stocking Lane, and the recommendations contained therein have been observed. 

With the exception of tree nos. 65 and 66 all other existing trees will be retained.  A beech hedge is being provided to replace trees and other vegetation that may be removed during the course of the works.
There are no protected structures along the route of the scheme.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	5.
	Submission


	Consultants Report, Briefing Documents, Drawings And List of all third parties SDCC Officials and/or consultants have met, and all related correspondence including minutes of meetings are requested under the Freedom of Information Act.



	5.
	Response


	These have been dealt with under Freedom of Information procedure.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14),(15) 

	6.
	Submission


	Request for the completed Tree Survey to be provided for viewing



	6.
	Response


	The Ecological assessment and Tree Survey have been made available.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	7.
	Submission


	Proposed boundary treatments are of poor quality, do not offer biodiversity potential and are contrary to sustainable development.



	7.
	Response


	A comprehensive Tree Survey and Ecology Survey were carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services and White Young Green Environmental respectively in order to assess the existing situation. These were utilised to ensure that, insofar as possible, trees and vegetation would be maintained and the impact of works done minimal. 

It is proposed to provide timber post-and-rail fencing over approximately 200m, and a boundary of beech hedging for 350m, as shown on Drawing 06_090_202. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	8.
	Submission


	The cycle track should be split away from the footpath, so that the green verge is between the two, and the cycle track is at road level, becoming a cycle lane. It could rejoin the proposed cycle track by sloping upward to the north of the entrance to Dublin City Council Reservoir roughly between Trees 78 and 104 (as shown on Layout 2, Drawing 06_090_202). It was felt that this would be superior to the current proposal as it would reduce interaction between cyclists and pedestrians, make clear that cyclists have priority at junctions and would enable cyclists turning right out of the Prospect Estate to access the cycle lane directly.



	8.
	Response


	Investigation of existing ground levels on-site show that provision of an on-road cycle-lane would require substantial works. This would impact on the existing verge requiring significant cut and removal of the existing verge, and may impact on trees numbered 105, 106 and 107.

The current proposal has been designed in accordance with good practice whereby a separate and distinct cycletrack and footpath is provided.  




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	9.
	Submission


	It is unclear what the purpose of the dogleg route is. Doglegs are difficult to manoeuvre for cyclists.



	9.
	Response


	This has been shown on the proposed layout to facilitate a possible future temporary scenario that may arise during construction of a development at the northwestern end of Stocking Lane.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	10.
	Submission


	To preserve the natural hedgerows on the western side of the road, a footpath/cycle lane could be provided on the eastern side of the road, instead of the western side of the road, from the northern end of the scheme as far as the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath.



	10.
	Response


	As the lands on the west side of Stocking Lane, from Scholarstown Road to the proposed beech hedging, have planning permission, the existing hedgerows on the west side will not be retained in the long-term. Construction of a footpath and cycle-track on the east side of Stocking Lane would require substantial land acquisition and removal of a number of mature trees.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	11.
	Submission


	The proposed section of cycle track on the southwest side of the bridge over the M50 does not serve any useful purpose. It is essentially ‘half’ a cycle track, which can prove frustrating for cyclists.



	11.
	Response


	The proposed section of cycle track will lead into a shared pedestrian/cyclist route on the existing path that runs along the southwest side of the bridge over the M50. At 2.5m wide, this path is above the minimum width for shared pedestrian / cyclist routes on bridges as per Section 3.10.1 ‘Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities at bridges, tunnels and towpaths’ of ‘Provision of cycle facilities’ published by the Department of the Environment. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2) Councillor on behalf of individual Resident (1) (3)and(4)

	12.
	Submission


	The provision of more traffic calming platforms would help to discourage dangerous driving in particular at the corner of Stocking Lane and Scholarstown Road.



	12.
	Response


	It is envisaged that the current proposals are adequate to address inappropriate speeding, particularly south of Prospect Manor. Further traffic calming platforms are not considered necessary as part of this scheme.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (10) Councillor on behalf of individual Resident (9) and(11)

	13.
	Submission


	It is requested that the southbound bus stop be kept at its current location. For pedestrian access, a pathway to the rear of the bus stop, or alternatively a short footpath could be considered.

Please ensure that bus stops and footpaths on Stocking Lane are wheelchair accessible and have bus-shelters. Many residents are happy with the existing bus-stop location but would prefer to see a safer bus stop with shelter.



	13.
	Response


	It is proposed to retain the bus-stop in its current location.

The bus stops on Stocking Lane will be provided with kassel kerbs, and thereby will be wheelchair accessible to current standards. The provision of bus shelters is a matter for Dublin Bus


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (12),(13)

Councillor on behalf on Individual Resident (1) and (6)

	14.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the bus stop be moved 15m north of its current position and provide a footpath from the existing pedestrian entrance to ensure safer pedestrian movements and negating the need for the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath, and the perceived disadvantages of providing this, i.e. 

· the risk of young children running onto Stocking Lane via this proposed pathway.

· Making maintenance of the landscaped area beside the proposed pedestrian entrance difficult

· Increase in the amount of litter due to increased pedestrian traffic through Prospect Heath

· Disturbance to wildlife / birds nesting in the shrubbery.
This would also provide pedestrian facilities for pedestrians travelling to the Airpark Estate, would not pose a threat to mature trees on the east side of Stocking Lane.
No reason has been given as to why the relocation requested was refused on safety grounds.

It is proposed that the existing bus-stop be connected to the existing vehicular and pedestrian access to Prospect Manor by construction of a new footway on the eastern side of Stocking Lane over a distance of approximately 30m therefore

· leading to a significant improvement in visibility for traffic exiting from Prospect Drive onto Stocking Lane by ensuring an appropriate visibility splay is maintained.

· It would provide a connection into Prospect Manor which uses the existing access point and hence lies on the pedestrian desire line

· It would improve visibility for any pedestrians who choose to cross Stocking Lane at this location.

Alternatively a footway could be provided from the southbound bus stop to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing at the northern end of Prospect Heath. Relocation of the bus stop 15m north of its current location to minimise works necessary.



	14.
	Response


	The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing. For this reason it is not proposed to relocate the bus-stop.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is now proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.  



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (13)

	15.
	Submission


	It is proposed that pruning of the foliage overhanging the boundary fence will be necessary to ensure that improved visibility can be maintained for exiting vehicles.



	15.
	Response


	This is a matter for the Council’s maintenance programme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (13)

	16.
	Submission


	It is proposed that the scheme replace the single traffic-calming platform with a table junction covering the junction of Prospect Drive and Stocking Lane, therefore reducing speed of all traffic through this junction



	16.
	Response


	The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge to Scholarstown Road.

The provision of two traffic calming platforms south of Prospect manor will slow traffic approaching and entering the estate from the south. The existing traffic calming platform north of the entrance currently slows traffic entering the estate from the north.

Works within Prospect Manor are not a matter for this Scheme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : An Garda Siochana 

	17.
	Submission


	There are no Garda submissions or objections to be made in regard to the above upgrade.



	17.
	Response


	This has been acknowledged.


RECOMMENDATION:

This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Stocking Lane proposed footpath and cycletrack upgrade are in accordance with the 2004 – 2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is recommended that the Council approve of the proposed Scheme subject to the following modification:-

Modification:

· The provision of a pedestrian gate at the proposed footpath from the bus-stop to Prospect Heath 
No funding source has yet been identified for this Scheme.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.
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Following consideration of the report the Committee RECOMMENDED that the proposed scheme be implemented subject to the following modification as listed in the report:-

Modification:

· The provision of a pedestrian gate at the proposed footpath from the bus-stop to Prospect Heath.
R/76/09 Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads
HEADED ITEM (5):   






Item ID: 20332 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/77/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (6): 






Item ID: 20333 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/78/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (2):   





Item ID: 20334 
Link: Letter from An Garda Siochana re Laneway at Idrone.
R/79/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION (3):  







 Item ID: 20482 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/80/09  ROAD ACCESS AT HERMITAGE VIEW/AVENUE. 
MOTION (4): 







 Item ID: 19676 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Council discuss once again the Hermitage View/Ave roads access – to state if a reply has been received from the Bank of Ireland to have the land at Hermitage View/Hermitage Ave ceded to the council to enable SDCC to upgrade this road to a satisfactory standard – as developer constructed this road without planning permission and is now in liquidation."  
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“There are a number of issues which have prevented Hermitage View being taken in charge by the Council 

· Access from Hermitage View to Hermitage Avenue is by way of a temporary link road which was constructed without planning permission. 

· This link road has no proper footpath nor public lighting and has not been constructed to a satisfactory standard. 

· The road and green strips to the side of the road are not in the ownership of SDCC.

The original developers have gone into liquidation and it is understood that the land is now under the control of the Bank of Ireland.

The Law Dept. have written to the solicitors for the Bank of Ireland enquiring if they would be prepared to cede the land to the Council to carry out the above mentioned works.

The Law Department has made recent contact by phone with the solicitors in an effort to expedite this matter. When a response is received the Committee will be informed.”

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, J. Lahart, and P. Cosgrave, Mr. O’Grady responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/81/09  REQUIREMENT FOR LIFT AT RATHFARNHAM SHOPPING CENTRE
MOTION (5): 







 Item ID: 20473 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That this Committee discuss (once again) the requirement for a lift at Rathfarnham Shopping Centre asking the shopping centre management for a further report on same. Elderly; prams; etc. have difficulty accessing facilities such as doctors on first floor."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Having examined the Disability Act 2005, it appears that it is only public buildings which have to be compliant and allow access to persons with disabilities.

‘Public Building’ is defined as a building or that part of a building, to which members of the public generally have access and which is occupied, managed or controlled by a public body. As the Rathfarnham Shopping Centre is not a public building it is not covered by the Disability Act.

The following Report was Noted at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Commitee Meeting held on 7th April 2009

"Arising from recent contact with the Property Management for Rathfarnham Shopping Centre in connection with Wheelchair access, the following reply was received on 31st March 2009.

"The provision of access facilities for the disabled -and the wheelchair bound in particular -to the upper floor of RSC was to have been included in a revised redevelopment scheme for the Shopping Centre by way of new lifts and possibly travelators .These have been included in our drawings and costings , but it would be unfair of me to hold out any prospect of an early implementation in the current economic climate .

 

We realise that this is disappointing news, particularly for our disabled and elderly customers and we share that disappointment.""

 

This matter has again been raised with the owners of the Shopping Centre and their response is awaited.”
Bottom of Form

 Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, presented the report.  Following a contribution from Councillor C. Keane, Mr. O’Grady responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to pursue the provision of a lift with the owners of the shopping centre.
Development & Parks

R/82/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbers 5-7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/83/09 CUTTING OF GRASS VERGE ON BUTTERFIELD AVENUE

QUESTION (5): 
Councillor P. Cosgrave



Item ID: 20374 

"To ask the Manager to contact the management of Rathfarnham shopping centre to ask them to have the grass verge on Butterfield avenue in front of the centre cut more regularly or is this a function of the parks department?"
REPLY:
The grass verges on Butterfield Avenue in front of Rathfarnham Shopping Centre are maintained by the management of the shopping centre.  In suburban areas, the Parks Department maintains those roadside margins which are located in front of public open spaces. The verges are maintained on the basis that they would not be cut by anyone else and if left uncut would detract from the general amenities of the area. The Parks Department will however endeavour to make contact with the management of Rathfarnham Shopping Centre and advise them of local representations to have the grass verges on Butterfield Avenue cut more frequently.

Bottom of Form

R/84/09 CUT GRASS ON OPEN SPACE ON ANNE DEVLIN ROAD 

QUESTION (6):  Councillor J. Lahart




Item ID: 20403 

"To ask the Manager to cut back the grass overgrowing onto the footpath on the open space on Anne Devlin Road and Ballyroan Road opposite the turn to Marian Road which has become slippery and difficult for senior citizens to walk on?"
REPLY:
The public open spaces at Anne Devlin Estate and Ballyroan Crescent are included in the Parks Department's regular grass cutting schedule and this matter will be particularly addressed at the earliest opportunity as part of the programme for routine grass maintenance in the area.

Bottom of Form

R/85/09 PRUNE TRESS & CLEAR FOOTPATHS IN DODDER GROVE/ROAD
QUESTION (7): Councillor J. Lahart 




 Item ID: 20404 

"To ask the Manager to prune the trees and clear the footpaths of moss in Dodder Grove, Dodder road where there are a number of seniors living?"
REPLY:
These trees at Dodder Park Grove will be inspected by the Parks Supervisor for the area over the coming weeks and will be considered for pruning as part of the Parks Department's Arboricultural Programme which commences in November and will be ongoing until March 2010. 

In relation to the removal of moss from the footpaths, the Parks Department has referred the matter to the Council's Roads Department who have indicated that they will list the matter for attention under their maintenance programme.   In considering pruning requirements, the Parks Department will also take account of the moss growth as the pruning of the trees will increase light levels and enhance air circulation thus reducing conditions that favour the build up of moss on the footpaths in the future.

Bottom of Form

R/86/09 Report on Site Meeting at Willbrook Lawn
HEADED ITEM (7): 






Item ID: 20470 
“Report on Site Meeting at Willbrook Lawn
An on site meeting was held at the open space at Willbrook lawn on September 23, 2009 to discuss the location and detail of the proposed gated railing across the open space area adjacent to no. 29 Willbrook Lawn.  In attendance were officials from the Parks Department, representatives of the Willbrook Lawn Residents Association and Elected Members Cllr. Cosgrave, Cllr. Keane and Cllr. Lahart.  Apologies were received from Cllr. Coburn who was unable to attend but had visited the area and discussed the issue with the Parks Department in advance of the site meeting.  

The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Cosgrave.  Landscape reinstatement works completed to date on the open space area were outlined by the Parks Department.  These works commenced during late spring this year following completion of the reconstruction of the boundary wall to No. 29 Willbrook Lawn by the property owners.  The reinstatement works involved considerable clearance of scrub, tree pruning and removal, and levelling and drainage of the open space area taking account of the location of underground services within the open space as well as the foundation levels and structure of the boundary wall to no. 29.  The open space area was subsequently cultivated and seeded with grass and having established grass cover and completed the landscape works, the hoarding was then removed.  

Prior to clearing the site of the scrub overgrowth, it was very difficult to fully assess the ground levels of the site.  When the scrub was removed, it revealed a partial slope towards the boundary of  No. 29. As the ground level of the open space area is generally higher than the ground level at the boundary of No. 29, it was necessary to retain this slope to avoid compromising the structure and stability of the boundary wall. It was also necessary to retain the slope in order to maintain an adequate depth of soil cover over services located in the open space.  For this reason, the proposed location of the gated railing was reconsidered by the Parks Department.  The presence of the slope would render the gated railing ineffective as a security measure because it would be possible to gain access underneath the gate.  Preliminary works commenced on the installation of the gated railing at the revised location but were suspended pending further discussion with the elected members and the Residents Association.

It was agreed at the meeting of Rathfarnham Area Committee on September 15, 2009 that a site meeting would be helpful to observe the issues involved and discuss them in a more informed manner.  Having regard to the practicalities of the site and particularly the critical levels to be maintained, agreement was reached as follows:

(i) a gated railing is to be installed at a location in line with the rear of house no. 29 as agreed at the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on November 13, 2007.  This is to comprise a short section of fixed railing extending to ground level across the sloped section of the site and a single-leaf gate across the remaining area.

(ii) the sloped part of the open space will be planted with non-thorny shrubbery

In accordance with the above, the Parks Department propose to proceed with arranging for the installation of the gated railing as soon as possible.  Once installation is complete, the Willbrook Lawn Residents Association have agreed to undertake opening and locking of the gate in accordance with park opening hours to facilitate access to the open space.”
Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, C. Keane and E. Coburn, Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.  It was AGREED that a report on the lands adjoining No. 30 Willbrook Lawn be presented to the November meeting of the Committee.
Bottom of Form

R/87/09 New Works Development & Parks
HEADED ITEM (8): 






Item ID: 20335 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/88/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (3):  





 Item ID: 20336 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/89/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (6):   







Item ID: 20483 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/90/09 ALLOTMENT SPACE IN WILLBROOK PARK
MOTION (7): 







 Item ID: 20399 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Council consider allowing the residents of Willbrook Park, in the absence of being granted permission by the Council to incorporating the section of laneway into their gardens, to convert this space into allotment space for the residents of houses 2-14."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The location to the rear of 2-14 Willbrook Park was examined to determine its suitability for the development of allotments.  It was found that the site contains an underground water main and an associated monitoring station for which the Council's Water and Drainage Section would require umimpeded access.  The site comprises a very narrow strip of land that is overshadowed along some stretches of its length by boundary walls and adjacent garden planting rendering it less suitable for the cultivation and growing of food crops.  In addition, this strip of land is a means of accessing the rear of the properties nos. 2-16 Willbrook Park and if the site was developed for allotments, the property owners could only have pedestrian access along their rear boundaries.  Taking all of these issues into account, it is considered that this site is not viable for the development of allotments.”
Ms. M. Kelly, Administrative Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, C. Keane and P. Cosgrave, Ms. Kelly and Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to examine the use of the land as a community garden and to present a further report to a future meeting of the Committee.
Bottom of Form

R/91/09 REINSTATEMENT OF GARDEN WALL AT 31-33 BALLYROAN ROAD 

MOTION (8):







 Item ID: 20402 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager present a report to the members of the outcome of the request by residents of 31-33 Ballyroan road regarding the reinstatement of their garden walls."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Following representations by elected members, the Parks Department investigated allegations of tree roots causing damage to the boundary walls of no. 31-33 Ballyroan Road.  The likely cause of the damage was found to be a combination of several factors, primarily sub-standard construction of the wall which rendered it more vulnerable to damage as a consequence of tree root growth in the vicinity.  In general the Parks Department does not undertake works on private boundary walls.  However, due to particular circumstances pertaining at this location, the matter has been resolved and the Council has made arrangements for the repair of the wall.  This work is ongoing and is scheduled for completion in the near future.” 
Following a contribution from Councillor J. Lahart the report was NOTED.
.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, C. Keane and E. Coburn,.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, C. Keane and E. Coburn,Bottom of Form

Planning

R/92/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/93/09 PLANNING FILES
HEADED ITEM (9):






 Item ID: 20337 

Planning Files A. Large applications under consideration
List of live applications at 7/10/2009 – Director of Planning Level

Terenure-Rathfarnham Area

Reg. Ref.               Application Details 

	SD09A/0318
	Reg. Date:

12-Aug-2009
Applicant’s Name:

Deane Homes Limited
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
Proposed Development:

10 year permission for development consisting of the omission of 69 no. approved houses on approved sites no's. 1-21 (incl) Stocking Heath Park, 1-19 (odd) and 2-20 (even) Stocking Heath Dale, 1-23 (odd) and 2-18 (even) Stocking Heath Meadow and 38-50 (even) Stocking Heath Heights (40 no. 2 storey 3 bed houses, 29 no. 2 storey and attic level 4 bed houses) and the construction of 113 no. houses (41 no. Type A, 4 bed 2 storey, 34 Type B, 3 bed 2 storey, 19 No. Type C, 3 bed 2 storey, 7 no. Type D, 5 bed 2 storey and attic level, 2 no. Type E, 3 bed 2 storey, 1 no. Type E1, 3 bed 2 storey, 9 no. Type F, 4 bed 2 storey and attic level) with associated car parking and on and off site development works all at part of approved development Reg. Ref. SD04A/0393,  An Bord Pleanala Ref. PL 06S.212191 (dated 16th September 2005) and as amended under Reg. Ref. SD05A/1013 (Dated 29th March 2006) and Reg. Ref. SD07A/0628(dated 30th January 2008) and Reg. Ref. SD08A/0105 (dated 20th May 2008) on lands formerly known as lands at and adjacent to former Dogs and Cats Home, Woodtown Cottage, Woodtown, Stocking Lane and additional lands adjacent to the southeastern boundary of approved Precinct 3 (Stocking Heath).
Decision Due on or before:

06-Oct-2009



B. Files requested by members

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/94/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (10): 






Item ID: 20338 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/95/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (4): 





Item ID: 20339 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/96/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (9):







 Item ID: 20484 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/97/09 LORETO ABBEY APARTMENTS - ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS
MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 20428 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager present a full report to the committee on the proceedings regarding Loreto Abbey Apartment Enforcement Notice and the actions taken to date by the council, to include details of how the Council forwarded a warning letter to the incorrect address initially and to include copies of all correspondence between the Council and Daninger and any related issues."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Planning Enforcement received a complaint on 20th April 2009 in relation to possible no-compliance with Condition Nos 1 and 11of the Planning Permission Granted on 23/5/02 under Register Reference S00A/0554 and PL06S.125554 in that (i) a pumping system has been provided to the surface water attenuation tank rather than a gravity connection to the Council’s surface water sewer downstream of the attenuation tank and hydrobrake as indicated on Drg. No. 33352-16 Rev.A and (ii) the drainage arrangements carried out during the course of development may not have included adequate measures to prevent the main basement car park area from flooding.

An investigation by the Senior Planning Inspector into the issues raised in the complaint confirmed that further action was required and a Warning Letter dated 28th May 2009 pursuant to Section 152 of the Planning ans Development Acts 2000-2007 was served on the Developer of the lands to the address as detailed in the Commencement Notice submitted to the Planning Authority.

Several other issues have been brought to the attention of the Planning Authority in subsequent complaints.  These matters are being investigated and pursued with the Developer separately to the investigation into the flooding issue in the main basement carpark.

A meeting was held with the Developer's Agents on 23rd September 2009.  During this meeting it became clear that the Developer had not received the Warning Letter served in May 2009 (as the Developer had relocated and it appears that the Warning Letters had not been forwarded to the new address).  However, the Agents for the Developer acknowledged the difficulties with the underground carpark, and submitted two drawings of proposals to remedy the problem. 

The Council's Engineer discussed the proposals with the Agent, and found them acceptable in principle, but stated that he would need a day or two to examine the detail.   Following consideration of the proposals, the Council's Engineer required technical amendments.  These revised proposals were submitted for consideration and following further discussions with the Council's Engineer, the developer has undertaken to submit proposals to remedy the flooding problem for approval and attachment to the planning file by Friday 9th October.

Once the proposals are formally approved, it is expected that the implementation of the works will commence within 3-4 weeks of formal approval, and will be completed within 3 months.

The Agents were further advised at this meeting that the bond in the sum of €465,000, which the Council holds under condition 26 of the original permission S00A/0554 would not be released until these works, and other drainage works which were discussed, were completed satisfactorily.

As the original Warning Letter was not received by the Developer, a further S152 Warning Letter issued to the Developers regarding this matter on 16th September 2009.  The Developer has been made aware that following receipt of acceptable proposals to resolve the flooding issue, an Enforcement Notice will be served in relation to this matter should the agreed works not commence within 3 to 4 weeks of formal approval and or be completed within 3 months of commencement.

As this matter is still under investigation, any documents or correspondence held on the enforcement file, may in time form the basis of legal proceedings in this matter.  Accordingly, in order to ensure that any future legal proceedings are not prejudiced, copies of correspondence between Planning Enforcement and the Developer (apart from any Warning Letters or Enforcement Notices served) cannot be released at this time.” 
It was AGREED to take Motion 11 in the name of Councillor C. Keane in conjunction with the above.
MOTION (11):







 Item ID: 20474 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That this Committee discusses the various issues outstanding at Loreto Abbey; flooding of carpark; trees; landscaping plan; bonds; etc etc."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The following is the current position in relation to the various issues at Loreto Abbey;

Flooding of Main Basement Carpark
A meeting was held with the Developer's Agents on 23rd September 2009.  During this meeting it became clear that the Developer had not received the Warning Letter served in May 2009 (as the Developer had relocated and it appears that the Warning Letters had not been forwarded to the new address).  However, the Agents for the Developer acknowledged the difficulties with the underground carpark, and submitted two drawings of proposals to remedy the problem. 

The Council's Engineer discussed the proposals with the Agent, and found them acceptable in principle, but stated that he would need a day or two to examine the detail.   Following consideration of the proposals, the Council's Engineer required technical amendments.  These revised proposals were submitted for consideration and following further discussions with the Council's Engineer, the developer has undertaken to submit proposals to remedy the flooding problem for approval and attachment to the planning file by Friday 9th October.

Once the proposals are formally approved, it is expected that the implementation of the works will commence within 3-4 weeks of formal approval, and will be completed within 3 months.

The Agents were further advised at this meeting that the bond in the sum of €465,000, which the Council holds under condition 26 of the original permission S00A/0554 would not be released until these works, and other drainage works which were discussed, were completed satisfactorily.

As the original Warning Letter was not received by the Developer, a further S152 Warning Letter issued to the Developers regarding this matter on 16th September 2009.  The Developer has been made aware that following receipt of acceptable proposals to resolve the flooding issue, an Enforcement Notice will be served in relation to this matter should the agreed works not commence within 3 to 4 weeks of formal approval and or be completed within 3 months of commencement.

Trees and Landscaping - Condition 20 of Planning Permission Granted
Agents for the Developer have been advised that the issue of an approved Landscaping Plan for this development remains outstanding.  

Bond held in relation to Condition 4 of Planning Permission Granted
 Condition 4 of the original permission, S00A/0554 states

 No apartment in the proposed development shall be occupied until the proposed works to the existing buildings Blocks L and N have been carried out and completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority.  Details to show future compliance with this requirement shall be submitted to the planning authority for written agreement prior to commencement of development.
 In compliance with this condition, the developer lodged a bond of €4,000,000 with the Council, as guarantee for the carrying out of works for the preservation of the protected structures at Loreto Abbey. The works were specified in three schedules which form part of the bond.

An inspection of all the protected structures was carried out, during which it was noted that there are a number of outstanding works.

The Developer's Agent was advised of the outstanding works and informed that as the bond was due to expire in December, the Council would be seeking it’s extension. The bond was issued by De Montford Insurance Company, Summit House, Embassy Office Park, Kill, County Kildare.

A proposal regarding the extension and modification of the bond has been received, and is being considered in conjunction with legal advice.”

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Planning, presented the reports.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart, E. Coburn and C. Keane, Mr. Nevin responded to queries raised.  The reports were NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report to the November meeting of the Committee. 
Bottom of Form

Housing

R/98/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/99/09 Report on housing construction programme
HEADED ITEM (11):






 Item ID: 20340 
“REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME.

COMPLETIONS 2008              NUMBER OF UNITS
Whitechurch Phase 4           26 Units handed over.

COMPLETIONS 2009                 NUMBER OF UNITS
Whitechurch Phase 5           7 Units 

Whitechurch Phase 4 3 Units & Community Centre

SCHEMES ON SITE 

College Drive                      23 Units - Anticipated Completion date 4th Quarter 2009 (21 x 1 bedroom, 2 x 3 bedroom)

 (Part V Voluntary)              Fold VHA

Stocking Lane

(Part V-Voluntary Units)       40 Units - 20 ground floor apartments and 20 first floor / second floor apartments.

Circle VHA                        (20 to be handed over 4th quarter 2009 & 20 in 1st quarter 2010) 

PART 8 PROCESS
Taylors Lane                        9 Units - Scheme not to proceed to tender in 2009 due to funding constraints.

Stocking Lane (Phase 1)       24 Units – Project brief submitted to D.O.E for approval August 2008

TENDER APPROVED             N/A”
Ms. P. Doherty, Administrative Officer, presented the report.  Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Ms. Doherty responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
 

Bottom of Form

R/100/09  Report on Anti-Social Behaviour Quarterly Statistics

HEADED ITEM (12):






 Item ID: 20373 
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“STATISITCAL ANALYSIS OF ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE RATHFARNHAM AREA FOR 3RD QUARTER JULY - SEPTEMBER 2009
 

The table below provides statistical analysis of anti social activity in the Rathfarnham area on a quarterly basis.  In the 3rd quarter of 2009, a total of 19 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded on  foot of which 54 investigative actions were taken.  This represents a ratio of  3 no. actions per incident. In the 3rd quarter of 2009 there were 830 working files countywide.

Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 

	Incidents
	4th Qtr 2008
	1st  Qtr 2009 
	2nd  Qtr 2009
	3rd Qtr 2009
	 

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Criminal Activity
	0
	1
	2
	0
	 

	Joyriding
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment
	1
	3
	12
	5
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 

	Vandalism
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 

	Physical condition of property
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 

	Racism
	0
	0
	3
	0
	 

	Vacant House
	1
	0
	0
	2
	 

	Neighbour Dispute
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance
	1
	2
	9
	9
	 

	Pets/animal nuisance
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Children Nuisance
	0
	2
	6
	2
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents
	3
	11
	33
	19
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints
	4
	17
	38
	24
	 

	 Actions
	 7
	 49
	 56
	 54
	 

	Housecall
	2
	24
	17
	15
	 

	House Inspections
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 

	Formal Office Interviews
	0
	4
	6
	4
	 

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	1
	8
	17
	18
	 

	Referred to HWO
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Referred to EHO
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 

	Referred to Mediation
	3
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Garda Consultation
	0
	1
	4
	0
	 

	Other SDCC section consulted
	0
	6
	3
	5
	 

	Health Services Consultation 
	0
	2
	0
	1
	 

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Case Conference - Internal
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Verbal Warning given
	0
	1
	1
	0
	 

	Warning Letter issued
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 

	Abandonment Notice Served
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Notice to Quit Served
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Demand for Possession Served
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Excluding Order sought by Tenant 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	House Surrendered
	0
	0
	0
	2
	 

	Sitexed House
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 

	 Traveller Support worker visit
	0
	0
	0
	5
	 

	 Letter for interview
	 0
	 2
	 7
	1
	 

	File reopened
	1
	0
	1
	1
	 

	Total Actions
	7
	49
	56
	54
	 


 

The Council, through the office of its EstateManagement Team hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following location: Whitechurch Community Centre, First Thursday of month - 11 am - 12.00 noon.”
Bottom of Form

R/101/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (13): 






 Item ID: 20341 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/102/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (5): 





Item ID: 20342 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/103/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
REFURBISHMENT OF FLATS AT PEARSE BROTHERS PARK.
MOTION (12): 






Item ID: 20479
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-

"That the Manager put in place funding to refurbish the Flats at Pearse Brother Park with immediate effect to alleviate the unhealthy condition for the residents living there. In that there is no funding available from the Department of Environment for the new houses at Taylors Lane and the co-project of refurbishing the Pearse Brother Flats."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Following a recommendation from the Council’s Architectural Services Department that the Pearse Brothers Park and Palmer Park estates be included in a refurbishment programme, the residents were consulted, by way of survey carried out in 2006, in order to ascertain their views on how any refurbishment programme would proceed. The residents indicated that their preference would be to be re-housed locally while the existing units were being refurbished and accommodation within the proposed Council developments at Glendoher and Kingston was identified for this purpose. However, due to the unavailability of capital funding, the works at Glendoher and Kingston have not progressed to tender stage. No approval was received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for new housing starts for social housing schemes within the county in 2009.

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, by way of circular letter N11/2008 requested that any submission for funding under the Remedial Works Programme 2009 be submitted to the Department by the 31st October 2008. Because of the scarcity of funding available nationally under the Remedial Works Programme for 2009 and the uncertainty of when the proposed developments at Glendoher and Kingston would be completed, South Dublin County Council’s application for funding was confined to the continuation of existing refurbishment works in Cushlawn in Tallaght and Shancastle and Greenfort in Clondalkin. The Council was informed, by way of letter from the Department, dated the 10th February 2009, that approval in principle has been granted to the proposed refurbishment works in Cushlawn, Greenfort and Shancastle. However, notwithstanding approval for these schemes being granted, there has been no provision for funding made by the Department to progress these works to date.

Currently, no authorisation has been granted by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to proceed with any refurbishment works at Pearse Brothers Park and no funding has been allocated by the Department for this purpose. The Council is still committed to refurbishing these flats subject to a funding source being identified. However, in light of the current financial circumstances facing the Council, it is not possible to source funding from the Council’s own resources for such a refurbishment programme at this current time.”

Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillor P. Cosgrave, C. Keane, and J. Lahart, Mr. Fleming responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

R/104/09 HOUSING CONSTRUCTION TO THE REAR OF GRANGEBROOK
MOTION (13): 







 Item ID: 20400 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Keane:-
"That the Manager presents a comprehensive report of the Housing Department's management of outstanding issues relating to the social housing construction to the rear of Grangebrook; to include the Council's handling of serious anti-social behaviour; tenancy of the new homes; measures to remove large mounds; boundary security treatement etc. and to make a full report on the matter."
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“This scheme consists of 29 housing units and a community centre all of which are now completed and have been handed over to the Council. Landscaping and seeding of the open space has recently been completed and the remaining issue will be the removal of the fenced builder’s compound and the landscaping of this area.

The mounding between the playing pitches and the rear boundary wall of the Grangebrook houses was necessary to accommodate the surface water attenuation tanks which were installed as part of this development. As a result of this, the mounds at this location cannot be removed. However, the County Architect has recently inspected this location as a result of a number of complaints from a resident of Grangebrook and agrees that there is an unacceptable degree of overlooking of the Grangebrook houses from the mounding which may have resulted in recent complained-of antisocial activity. It is now proposed to erect a wooden screen of approx 0.8m atop the boundary wall in question which should alleviate this problem. This screen cannot be attached to the existing wall and will need to be supported from an external metal frame on the mound side of the wall. A drawing showing this screen (which will also be erected along the rear boundary of the Grangebrook development with 27 Whitechurch Heights) will be prepared in the coming weeks and agreed with affected residents from both schemes. Following agreement quotations will be obtained with a view to installation as early as possible. 

Members of the Rathfarnham Area Committee will be kept updated on developments by letter.”

Ms. P. Doherty, Administrative Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and C. Keane, Ms. Doherty responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

Community

R/105/09 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn, and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbers 8-9 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/106/09 BALLYROAN COMMUNITY CENTRE
QUESTION (8):  Councillor C. Keane




Item ID: 20480 

"To ask the Manager to discuss, with the aid of an up to date report on the expected reopening date & redevelopment of the Ballyroan Community Centre and new Parish Centre?"
REPLY:
Following a review of major capital projects and their financing the go-ahead was given for the Ballyroan Community Centre and new Pastoral Centre.
The successful contractor is on site and work is proceeding satisfactorily. There are two main elements to the construction project – the first is the refurbishment of the existing Community Centre, while the second is the construction of a new Pastoral Centre adjacent to the Community Centre. Priority is being given to the refurbishment of the Community Centre to minimise the loss of facilities to the various clubs and user groups who would normally use the Centre.

The estimated completion dates are as follows:

Community Centre……...2nd March 2010

Pastoral Centre……………11th May 2010 

Every effort will be made to have the work carried out as quickly as possible.

Bottom of Form

 R/107/09 ‘SLI NA SLAINTE’ WALKING ROUTES IN THE RATHFARNHAM AREA

QUESTION (9):  Councillor C. Keane




Item ID: 20478 

"To ask the Manager how many ‘slí na sláinte’ walking routes have been implemented in the Rathfarnham area and to promote same?
REPLY:
Slí Na Sláinte is a simple and innovative scheme developed by the Irish Heart Foundation to encourage people of all ages and abilities to walk for leisure and good health. It uses attractive signage at kilometer intervals on established walking routes. In addition to letting people know the distance they walk, the signs are designed to encourage people to walk more frequently and to enjoy the benefits of a healthier lifestyle. 

In order for a route to become sustainable and approved the Slí Na Sláinte must be implemented in partnership with a community and if necessary, other appropriate commercial organisations, to become part of the approved list of Slí routes. A Slí Development Team must be set up to include members of the community and a representative/s from South Dublin County Council.  The group must then get a scale map of the area where the proposed route is located and highlight the chosen route, giving an estimate of the route length and signs needed along the route. When the group has reached this stage the Irish Heart foundation will meet with the appropriate representatives to discuss implementation / inauguration of the route.

During summer 2009 the Sports office supported Coillte Teoranta in the development of a new Slí map route in the Dublin Mountains.  The Community Services department, through the Sports office, will continue to promote the Slí Na Sláinte walking routes further in the Rathfarnham area within the constraints of the current budgetary climate.

Bottom of Form

R/108/09 Application for Grants
HEADED ITEM (14): 






 Item ID: 20343 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
R/109/09 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (15): 






 Item ID: 20344 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/110/09  CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (6):  





 Item ID: 20345 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/111/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (14):   







Item ID: 20487 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
R/112/09 RATHFARNHAM COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 
MOTION (15):







 Item ID: 20476 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That this Committee agrees that a Rathfarnham Community Festival be promoted/assisted by SDCC e.g. as in Lucan."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“There is no funding available under the 2009 budget to facilitate a Community Festival in Rathfarnham. It is too early to make any decision on The 2010 Family Days Programme, but a Family Day in Rathfarnham will be considered, along with the other areas of the County.” 
Following a contribution from Councillor C. Keane, the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

Corporate Services & Libraries
R/113/09 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/114/09 Library News & Events
HEADED ITEM (16):






 Item ID: 20346 
“October 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan
	Computer Classes with Age Action Ireland
	Tuesdays at 10am

	
	English for Foreign Nationals
	Tuesdays from 10am – 12noon 

	
	German Conversation Group
	Wednesday’s at 11am



	
	Storytime 
	Wednesdays at 3pm 



	
	Intermediate Spanish Conversation Group
	Wednesdays from 7pm 

	
	Writer’s Group
	Thursday’s at 10.30am



	
	Spanish for Beginners 
	Thursdays from 3.30pm - 5pm 

	
	French Conversation Group 
	Thursday’s at 7pm 



	
	Parent and Toddler Group
	Fridays at 10.30am 



	
	Children’s Chess Group 
	Saturdays at 10.30am 



	
	Author Dacre Stoker, Adult Event
	Thursday 1st October at  8pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Monique Jolly Puppet Show
	Monday 5th October at 3.30pm 

	
	Circle Comhrá Gaeilge
	Monday 5th, 12th, 19th October at 6.45pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Author Paul H. Tubb
	Thursday 8th October at 10am and 11am 


	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Drama Workshop
	Thursday 8th October at 3.30pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Polish Fables
	Monday 12th October at  10am and 11am 

	
	Orchard Reader’s group
	Monday 12th October  at 2.30pm 

	
	Children’s Book Club
	Monday 12th October at 3.30pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Author Jim Pipe
	Tuesday 13th October at 10.15am & 11.45 

	
	Knitting Club
	Tuesday 13th & 27th October at 4pm 

	
	Ballyroan Reader’s Group
	Tuesday 13th October at 7pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Printing Workshop 
	Wednesday 14th October at 3.30pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Author Tony Hickey
	Monday 19th October at  9.45am, 10.45am & 11.45am

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Halloween Mask making
	Monday 19th October at 3.30pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Spooky Drama Workshop
	Tuesday 20th October at 3.30pm 

	
	Poetry Circle
	Tuesday 20th October at 6.45pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Fancy Dress Storytime
	Wednesday 21st October at 3.30pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Author Conor Kostick
	Thursday 22nd October at 10am 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Bookcraft Workshop
	Thursday 22nd October at 3.30pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Learn to face paint
	Tuesday 27th October at 3.30pm 

	
	Young Adult Movie Night
	Wednesday 28th October 5.30pm

	
	Classic Movie Night
	Wednesday 28th October at 8pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Creative Writing
	Thursday 29th October at 3.30pm 


For further information contact 4941900 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
October 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght

	Computer Classes
	Mondays from 11am – 1pm

	
	Computer Classes

FAS e Learning
	Mondays 11am – 1pm
(Oct 5th,12th, 19th & 26th)

	
	Polish for Beginners
	Mondays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	Childrens Book Festival

Writing Workshop with Aine Ni Ghloinn - Foras na Gaeilge Residency with children from local Gael Scoil Eanna
	Tuesdays from 10am – 1pm



	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm

	
	Storytime for Children
	Tuesdays at 3.30pm



	
	Spanish Classes
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	Toddler Time
	Wednesdays at 10.30am



	
	Meditation Class


	Wednesdays at 12.30pm – 1pm

	
	English Conversation Group
	Wednesdays

Beginner - 5.30pm Intermediate - 6.45pm

	
	Computer Classes

FAS e Learning
	Wednesdays 6pm – 8pm

(Oct 7th,14th,21st & 28th)

	
	Computer Classes
	Wednesdays from 6pm – 8pm

	
	Exhibition: “Emerge The Exhibition” Art exhibition by James Burke
	1st – 10th October

	
	Tallaght Red Cross Open Day - with free health checks
	Saturday 3rd October from 10am – 4.30pm

	
	Young Adult Film Club
	Saturday 3rd October at 1.30pm

	
	Childrens Book Festival Storytelling with Andrew McKenna.  Class Visit
	Tuesday 6th October from 10am & 11.30am

	
	Adult Book Club

Booking Essential
	Tuesday 6th October from 6.45pm – 7.45pm

	
	Childrens Book Festival Author Visit – David Donohoe.  Class Visit
	Wednesday 7th October from 10am & 11.30am

	
	Tallaght Volunteer Bureau Information Days
	Wednesdays 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th October

	
	Starting Out Seminar

- a guide to starting up your own business
	Thursday 8th October at 7pm


	
	Childrens Book Festival Open House: Explore your City’s Architecture.  Your Perfect Public Library an interactive session with the Chester Beatty Library.  Class Visit of 25 children.
	Friday 9th October at 11am

	
	Exhibition: “An Introduction to the Architectural Heritage of South County Dublin”

- digital presentation showcasing images used in Duchas publication of the same name
	Saturday 10th October from 9.45am – 4.30pm

	
	Junior Book club 

Booking Essential
	Saturdays 10th & 31st October at 11.30am

	
	“The Secret to Achieving Joy and Serenity in Our Lives” Workshop with Liz Connery
	Saturday 10th October at 2pm – 4pm

	
	Exhibition:  “Flickr Fatale”

photographic exhibition 
	12th – 24th October

	
	Childrens Book Festival “The Town with no Stories Puppet Show” with Monique Jolly
	Tuesday 13th October from 3.30pm - 4.30pm

	
	Childrens Book Festival Creative Writing Workshop with Sarah Webb
	Wednesday 14th October from 10.30am – 12noon

	
	Mindfulness 

– a talk from Tallaght Mental Health Association
	Wednesday 14th October at 1pm

	
	Polish Storytime for 

Children

W  kazda 2-a srode miesiaca zapraszamy zytanie

  dzytanie

POLSKICH BASNI 
	Wednesday 14th October at 5pm

	
	Childrens Book Festival Creative Writing Workshop with Sarah Webb
	Thursday 15th October from 10.30am – 12noon


	
	Tallaght Historical Society All Welcome.
	Tuesday 15th October at 7pm Committee Meeting, followed by lecture at 8pm.

Lecture title to be confirmed.

	
	Childrens Book Festival Creative Writing Workshop with Sarah Webb
	Friday 16th October from 10.30am – 12noon

	
	Childrens Book Festival Author Visit – Tom Kelly
	Monday 19th October from 9.45am, 10.45am & 11.45am

	
	Childrens Book Festival Author Visit – Tony Hickey

Class Visit
	Tuesday 20th October from 9.45am, 10.45am & 11.45am

	
	Childrens Book Festival Bookcraft Workshop with Sinead Ni Chofaigh
	Tuesday 20th October at 3.30pm

	
	Childrens Book Festival Author Visit – Conor Kostick

Class Visit
	Wednesday 21st October at 11am

	
	Hallowe’en Arts & Crafts with Alison.  Booking Essential
	Thursday 29th October at 3pm

	
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library Featuring “Lost in La Mancha” Directed by Keith Fulton and Louis Pepe
	Thursday 29th October at  7pm

	
	Hallowfest

Spooky Stories with Miranda the Meanie and Jazzy Jacinta
	Saturday 31st October from 3pm – 4pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
October 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Mobiles
	Children’s Book Festival
Sarah Rees Brennan – visit to Killinarden Community School
	Thursday 1st October 2pm & 3pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival
Author Visit Gordon Snell – visit to Holy Rosary NS, Ballycragh 
	Tuesday 13th October 10am & 11.30am

	
	Children’s Book Festival
Fiona Tierney – visit to St Brigid’s JNS, Brookfield 
	Tuesday 20th October 10am & 11.30am 


For more information contact 4597834 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
October 2009

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Make Up and Beauty course


	Monday Morning

	
	Mother/baby massage


	Monday Morning

	
	Counselling (by appt)

	Monday Morning

	
	Women’s Arts and Crafts


	Monday Afternoons

	
	Leapfrog 1:  Lifeskills and Learning
	Monday Afternoons

	
	ECDL Preparation


	Monday Evening

	
	Introduction to Interior Design
	Monday Evening

	
	The Artist’s Way:  Personal Development programme
	Monday Evening

	
	Counselling (by appt)

	Monday Evening

	
	Computer training


	Tuesday Morning

	
	Jobseekers’ Support Programme
	Tuesday Morning

	
	Counselling (by appt)


	Tuesday Morning

	
	Parent/toddler Arts and Crafts
	Tuesday Afternoons

	
	Special Needs Learning Group 1:  Music/drama
	Tuesday Afternoons

	
	Community Healing by appt.


	Tuesday Afternoons

	
	Mixed Media Art


	Tuesday Afternoons

	
	Computer Training


	Tuesday Afternoons

	
	Italian


	Tuesday Evening

	
	FLAC (every 2nd week)


	Tuesday Evening

	
	Mature Student Study Group
	Tuesday Evening

	
	Women’s Group
	Tuesday Evening




	
	FETAC V Healthcare Support
-  Intellectual Disability Studies

-  Care of the Elderly
	Wednesday Morning

	
	Adult Basic Education (1-1s)
	Wednesday Morning

	
	ESOL


	Wednesday Morning

	
	French


	Wednesday Afternoons

	
	Leapfrog 2:  After school support


	Wednesday Afternoons

	
	Gardening for beginners

	Wednesday Afternoons

	
	Community Healing


	Wednesday Evenings

	
	Counselling by appt.


	Wednesday Evenings

	
	Mature Student Study Group
	Wednesday Evenings

	
	FETAC V General Studies


	Thursday Mornings

	
	Photography Group (1st/3rd Thursday)
	Thursday Mornings

	
	Adult Basic Education


	Thursday Mornings

	
	Special Needs Learning Group 2:  Literacy/Numeracy
	Thursday Mornings

	
	Social History Group

	Thursday Afternoons

	
	Computers for Senior Citizens
	Thursday Afternoons



	
	Counsellor available (by appt)
	Thursday Afternoons



	
	Oil Painting
	Thursday Evenings



	
	Spanish
	Thursday Evenings



	
	Introduction to sign language
	Thursday Evenings



	
	Special Needs Learning Group 3:  Arts and Crafts
	Friday Mornings

	
	Creative Writing / Book Club (alternate weeks)
	Friday Mornings


	
	Introduction to Digital Photography
	Friday Mornings

	
	MABS (by appt) 

	Friday Mornings

	
	Leapfrog 3: Brainboosters after school club
	Friday Afternoons

	
	Family Support Group


	Friday Afternoons


For more information contact 493 0199 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie”
Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian, presented the report .  The report was NOTED.
TR/115/09 New Works
HEADED ITEM (17): 






Item ID: 20347 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
TR/116/09 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (7): 





Item ID: 20348 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
TR/117/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION (16): 







Item ID: 20486 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
TR/118/09   COMMUNITY OFFICE IN RATHFARNHAM 

MOTION (17):




 


Item ID: 20477 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee discusses with the aid of an up to date report the proposal for a SDCC community office – one stop shop in the Rathfarnham electoral area." 
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED.
“Plans to significantly expand Ballyroan Library to include additional meeting rooms and extended central floor space, allows for the accommodation of a one stop shop facility for local residents. With such a facility citizens could access web based information and have their customer care queries answered by staff. A grant application for this redevelopment has been submitted to the DOEHLG for consideration in the 2010 funding allocation.”
Bottom of Form

The meeting concluded at 5.00 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach
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