COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 9th November, 2009

Headed Item No. 9
The attached report was considered at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 13th October, 2009.

Following consideration of the report the Committee recommended that the proposed scheme be implemented subject to the following modification as listed in the report:-

Modification:

· The provision of a pedestrian gate at the proposed footpath from the bus-stop to Prospect Heath.
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
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MEETING OF RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Headed Item no. 4
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001-2007, STOCKING LANE PROPOSED FOOTPATH AND CYCLETRACK UPGRADE
INTRODUCTION:
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of the Footpath and Cycletrack Upgrade along Stocking Lane.
DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:
Footpath and cycle track upgrade along western side of Stocking Lane from Scholarstown Road to the M50 Motorway Bridge:

The proposed works comprise: -

· The construction of approximately 800m of 1.5m wide footpath with drop kerbs at junctions.


The construction of approximately 800m of 1.5m wide cycletrack with drop kerbs at junctions.

· The construction of 550m of timber knee rail.


Vegetation clearance and grass seeding to verges.

· The planting of beech hedging along boundary to Dublin City Council Lands.


Traffic Calming Platforms

· Pedestrian Access from Prospect Heath to Bus Stop on east side of Stocking Lane

· Public Lighting

CONSULTATION PROCESS:
The Stocking Lane Proposed Footpath and Cycletrack Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2007, Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the proposed scheme was given in the public press on Wednesday 24th September 2008. The Scheme went on public display on Wednesday 24th September 2008 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght and County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Dublin 16. The closing date for submissions was Friday 21st November 2008.
SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:
15 submissions were received.  A schedule of submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:
	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (6)

	1.
	Submission

	That the proposed traffic calming platform south of the entrance to Prospect Manor Estate be extended to the full width of the entrance in order to alleviate the problem of vehicles traveling at speed into and out of the estate. Advance signage north and possibly south of the junction of Prospect Drive and Stocking Lane to highlight the presence of Prospect Heath is also suggested.


	1.
	Response

	The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge  to Scholarstown Road.

The provision of two traffic calming platforms south of Prospect manor will slow traffic approaching and entering the estate from the south. The existing traffic calming platform north of the entrance currently slows traffic entering the estate from the north. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2),(7) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (1) and(6), Deputy on Behalf of Individual Resident (4)

	2.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the bus stop be moved to a more suitable location above the   entrance to the estate to provide for safer pedestrian movements and negating the need for the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath, therefore eliminating the risk of young children running onto Stocking Lane via this proposed pathway Making maintenance of the landscaped area beside the proposed pedestrian entrance difficult, increase in the amount of litter due to increased pedestrian traffic through Prospect Heath, disturbance to wildlife / birds nesting in the shrubbery.
It was also requested that the ditch between Stocking Lane and Prospect Heath which was removed as part of the initial installation is reinstated after the bus stop is relocated.



	2.
	Response


	The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing. For this reason it is not proposed to relocate the bus-stop.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is now proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.    




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (7),(14) Councillor on behalf of Individual Resident (6)

	3.
	Submission


	The residents would like to express their concern regarding the removal of mature trees along Stocking Lane and ask that all possible steps be taken to avoid unnecessary removal. There is plenty of space along the verge to create an alternative footpath/cycle route so that Trees 65 and 66 can be kept.



	3.
	Response


	A comprehensive Tree Survey and Ecology Survey were carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services and White Young Green Environmental respectively in order to assess the existing situation. 

These studies were commissioned to ensure that, insofar as possible, the impact on trees and other vegetation would be minimised. 

The tree survey carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services, classifies Trees 65 and 66 as Category C2, i.e. trees of low-quality/value with a minimum of 10 years life expectancy, and of mainly landscape values. The low level of significance attributed by the Tree Surveyor to these trees contributed to the decision to run the footpath/cycle track along its proposed route.

The best alignment will be achieved by removal of these trees, which was justified by the Tree Survey Assessment.  In the detailed design phase every effort will be made to retain the trees in question. 
A beech hedge is being provided to replace trees and other vegetation that may be removed during the course of the works.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	4.
	Submission


	The impact on both built and natural heritage and distinctive character environment, and on the significant number of protected structures that adjoin this road has not been addressed.



	4.
	Response


	Studies have been commissioned in respect of Ecological Assessment and Arboricultural Assessment of Trees on Stocking Lane, and the recommendations contained therein have been observed. 

With the exception of tree nos. 65 and 66 all other existing trees will be retained.  A beech hedge is being provided to replace trees and other vegetation that may be removed during the course of the works.
There are no protected structures along the route of the scheme.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	5.
	Submission


	Consultants Report, Briefing Documents, Drawings And List of all third parties SDCC Officials and/or consultants have met, and all related correspondence including minutes of meetings are requested under the Freedom of Information Act.



	5.
	Response


	These have been dealt with under Freedom of Information procedure.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14),(15) 

	6.
	Submission


	Request for the completed Tree Survey to be provided for viewing



	6.
	Response


	The Ecological assessment and Tree Survey have been made available.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (15) 

	7.
	Submission


	Proposed boundary treatments are of poor quality, do not offer biodiversity potential and are contrary to sustainable development.



	7.
	Response


	A comprehensive Tree Survey and Ecology Survey were carried out by Djouce Tree Care Services and White Young Green Environmental respectively in order to assess the existing situation. These were utilised to ensure that, insofar as possible, trees and vegetation would be maintained and the impact of works done minimal. 

It is proposed to provide timber post-and-rail fencing over approximately 200m, and a boundary of beech hedging for 350m, as shown on Drawing 06_090_202. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	8.
	Submission


	The cycle track should be split away from the footpath, so that the green verge is between the two, and the cycle track is at road level, becoming a cycle lane. It could rejoin the proposed cycle track by sloping upward to the north of the entrance to Dublin City Council Reservoir roughly between Trees 78 and 104 (as shown on Layout 2, Drawing 06_090_202). It was felt that this would be superior to the current proposal as it would reduce interaction between cyclists and pedestrians, make clear that cyclists have priority at junctions and would enable cyclists turning right out of the Prospect Estate to access the cycle lane directly.



	8.
	Response


	Investigation of existing ground levels on-site show that provision of an on-road cycle-lane would require substantial works. This would impact on the existing verge requiring significant cut and removal of the existing verge, and may impact on trees numbered 105, 106 and 107.

The current proposal has been designed in accordance with good practice whereby a separate and distinct cycletrack and footpath is provided.  




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	9.
	Submission


	It is unclear what the purpose of the dogleg route is. Doglegs are difficult to manoeuvre for cyclists.



	9.
	Response


	This has been shown on the proposed layout to facilitate a possible future temporary scenario that may arise during construction of a development at the northwestern end of Stocking Lane.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	10.
	Submission


	To preserve the natural hedgerows on the western side of the road, a footpath/cycle lane could be provided on the eastern side of the road, instead of the western side of the road, from the northern end of the scheme as far as the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath.



	10.
	Response


	As the lands on the west side of Stocking Lane, from Scholarstown Road to the proposed beech hedging, have planning permission, the existing hedgerows on the west side will not be retained in the long-term. Construction of a footpath and cycle-track on the east side of Stocking Lane would require substantial land acquisition and removal of a number of mature trees.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (14)

	11.
	Submission


	The proposed section of cycle track on the southwest side of the bridge over the M50 does not serve any useful purpose. It is essentially ‘half’ a cycle track, which can prove frustrating for cyclists.



	11.
	Response


	The proposed section of cycle track will lead into a shared pedestrian/cyclist route on the existing path that runs along the southwest side of the bridge over the M50. At 2.5m wide, this path is above the minimum width for shared pedestrian / cyclist routes on bridges as per Section 3.10.1 ‘Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities at bridges, tunnels and towpaths’ of ‘Provision of cycle facilities’ published by the Department of the Environment. 




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (2) Councillor on behalf of individual Resident (1) (3)and(4)

	12.
	Submission


	The provision of more traffic calming platforms would help to discourage dangerous driving in particular at the corner of Stocking Lane and Scholarstown Road.



	12.
	Response


	It is envisaged that the current proposals are adequate to address inappropriate speeding, particularly south of Prospect Manor. Further traffic calming platforms are not considered necessary as part of this scheme.



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (10) Councillor on behalf of individual Resident (9) and(11)

	13.
	Submission


	It is requested that the southbound bus stop be kept at its current location. For pedestrian access, a pathway to the rear of the bus stop, or alternatively a short footpath could be considered.

Please ensure that bus stops and footpaths on Stocking Lane are wheelchair accessible and have bus-shelters. Many residents are happy with the existing bus-stop location but would prefer to see a safer bus stop with shelter.



	13.
	Response


	It is proposed to retain the bus-stop in its current location.

The bus stops on Stocking Lane will be provided with kassel kerbs, and thereby will be wheelchair accessible to current standards. The provision of bus shelters is a matter for Dublin Bus


	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (12),(13)
Councillor on behalf on Individual Resident (1) and (6)

	14.
	Submission


	It is suggested that the bus stop be moved 15m north of its current position and provide a footpath from the existing pedestrian entrance to ensure safer pedestrian movements and negating the need for the pedestrian entrance to Prospect Heath, and the perceived disadvantages of providing this, i.e. 

· the risk of young children running onto Stocking Lane via this proposed pathway.

· Making maintenance of the landscaped area beside the proposed pedestrian entrance difficult

· Increase in the amount of litter due to increased pedestrian traffic through Prospect Heath

· Disturbance to wildlife / birds nesting in the shrubbery.
This would also provide pedestrian facilities for pedestrians travelling to the Airpark Estate, would not pose a threat to mature trees on the east side of Stocking Lane.
No reason has been given as to why the relocation requested was refused on safety grounds.

It is proposed that the existing bus-stop be connected to the existing vehicular and pedestrian access to Prospect Manor by construction of a new footway on the eastern side of Stocking Lane over a distance of approximately 30m therefore

· leading to a significant improvement in visibility for traffic exiting from Prospect Drive onto Stocking Lane by ensuring an appropriate visibility splay is maintained.

· It would provide a connection into Prospect Manor which uses the existing access point and hence lies on the pedestrian desire line

· It would improve visibility for any pedestrians who choose to cross Stocking Lane at this location.

Alternatively a footway could be provided from the southbound bus stop to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing at the northern end of Prospect Heath. Relocation of the bus stop 15m north of its current location to minimise works necessary.



	14.
	Response


	The south bound bus-stop adjacent to the entrance to Prospect Manor was provided by Dublin Bus in conjunction with An Garda Siochana. This bus-stop is ideally suited to its current location due to its proximity to the existing signalised pedestrian crossing. For this reason it is not proposed to relocate the bus-stop.

The current proposal to provide a footpath into Prospect Heath is the most economical and practical way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using the bus-stop. This will avoid the unnecessary removal of existing hedgerow, and thereby preserve the rural characteristics of the area. 

It is now proposed to install a pedestrian gate at this location to provide a higher level of safety for children.  



	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (13)

	15.
	Submission


	It is proposed that pruning of the foliage overhanging the boundary fence will be necessary to ensure that improved visibility can be maintained for exiting vehicles.



	15.
	Response


	This is a matter for the Council’s maintenance programme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : Individual Resident (13)

	16.
	Submission


	It is proposed that the scheme replace the single traffic-calming platform with a table junction covering the junction of Prospect Drive and Stocking Lane, therefore reducing speed of all traffic through this junction



	16.
	Response


	The objective of the proposed Scheme is to provide traffic calming measures on Stocking Lane primarily to slow north bound traffic from the M50 bridge to the entrance to Prospect Manor, and to provide a footpath and off-road cycle-track from the M50 bridge to Scholarstown Road.

The provision of two traffic calming platforms south of Prospect manor will slow traffic approaching and entering the estate from the south. The existing traffic calming platform north of the entrance currently slows traffic entering the estate from the north.

Works within Prospect Manor are not a matter for this Scheme.




	Concerns Expressed
	Submission by : An Garda Siochana 

	17.
	Submission


	There are no Garda submissions or objections to be made in regard to the above upgrade.



	17.
	Response


	This has been acknowledged.


RECOMMENDATION:

This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Stocking Lane proposed footpath and cycletrack upgrade are in accordance with the 2004 – 2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is recommended that the Council approve of the proposed Scheme subject to the following modification:-
Modification:

· The provision of a pedestrian gate at the proposed footpath from the bus-stop to Prospect Heath 
No funding source has yet been identified for this Scheme.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.
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