COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th October 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Crowe, S.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dowds, R.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	Maloney, E

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Kearns, P.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, B. Coman

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, J. McLoughlin, H. Hogan, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, M. O’Shaughnessy, Y. Dervan, M. Fagan, E. O’Gorman

	Inter-Agency Development Coordinator
	D. O’Gorman

	Senior Planners
	C. Ryan 

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Administrative Officer
	T. Shanahan, P. Fleming, B. Fogarty, M. Jordan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor C. King.
The Mayor Councillor M. Duff presided.

At the commencement of the meeting the County Manager Mr. Joe Horan advised the members of the imminent retirement of Mr. Michael Keyes, Head of Human Resources.   On behalf of the Council, Councillors D. Keating and J. Hannon asked the Manager to convey their best wishes to Michael Keyes on his forthcoming retirement. 

CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
H1a/1009
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Draft Development Plan Meeting of 1st Sept. 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H1b/1009
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Draft Development Plan Meeting of 2nd Sept. 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H1c/1009
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Draft Development Plan Meeting of 8th Sept. 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H1d/1009
Mr. Frank Nevin, Director of Planning drew the Members’ attention to page 575 of the Development Plan Minutes of 9th September and indicated that it should read: 

“It was AGREED to take Motions 121,175,196,201,207, 216,227,230 and 233 together. It was also AGREED that the matters raised therein would be the subject of discussion at the Economic Development (including Planning) Strategic Policy Committee”.

Minutes of South Dublin County Council Draft Development Plan Meeting of 9th Sept. 2009 which had been circulated and with proposed amended above were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H1e/1009
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th September 2009 which had been circulated, as amended, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
H2a/1009
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 15TH SEPTEMBER 2009
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


Application for Grants


Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme 
have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is 
recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application


	Amount

	GF 1869
	Dublin Wicklow Mountain Rescue Team
	Minor Equipment Grant
	19/05/09
	€800

	GF 1855
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant
	28/04/09
	€200

	GF 1856
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	28/04/09
	€500

	GF 1857
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Minor Equipment Grant
	28/04/09
	€800

	GF 1867
	Greenhills Boys Football Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	14/05/09
	€3,000



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for a contribution under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the 
organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the 
scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.


Arts Grant

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application


	Amount

	AGF 675
	Aisling Alainn Arts Festival
	Grant towards Arts Festival
	28/4/09
	€5,000



It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE 
the grants and contribution as recommended in the foregoing report.”


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for a contribution under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the 
organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the 
scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.


Arts Grant

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application


	Amount

	AGF 675
	Aisling Alainn Arts Festival
	Grant towards Arts Festival
	28/4/09
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Rathfarnham Area Committee - 15th September 2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2b/1009
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH SEPTEMBER 2009 DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, PLANNING, HOUSING, ROADS (1 REPORT - LEFT OUT TURN FROM TANDYS LANE ONTO N4)
Roads Business

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

REPLY:

At the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 16th September, 2009 
it was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:-


“That the Manager report to this Area Committee Meeting the report on the requested new 
planning scheme for the location of Tandy’s Lane and the N4, as requested and agreed by 
this Area Committee following my motion in May ’09, and that this Area Committee requests 
the Manager to initiate a new Part 8 Planning Scheme that will include a left out turn from 
Tandy’s Lane onto the N4.”


The following report by the Manager was READ:-


“As discussed and agreed at the May meeting the Council's Roads Department have 
implemented a scheme for the installation of Mova within Lucan Village to facilitate traffic 
flows following the closure of Tandy's Lane in September.  The Contractor has completed the 
Civil Works and it is envisaged that the system will be operational by the end of September 
2009.  Following completion the situation will be reviewed.


Any proposal to reopen the junction would be subject to the appropriate statutory procedures 
necessary to give effect to such a reopening.  


Any proposal to reopen Tandy's Lane to ordinary traffic would need the approval of the NRA 
in the first place. The Roads Acts (1993 -2007) provide that overall responsibility for the 
planning, supervision of works for the construction and maintenance of national routes lies 
with the National Roads Authority, and they do not favour such a proposal and have 
indicated that they would not fund such a scheme.”


Following a discussion and a roll call vote the motion was PASSED.


It was AGREED that the motion be referred to the October County Council Meeting as a 
Headed Item under Report of Area Committee.


Report to Council :

The position with regard to the closure of Tandy’s lane at Ardevin is as follows:


The N4 Lucan/Leixlip Upgrade Scheme which included the closure of Tandy's Lane (except 
for buses) has been constructed on the basis of an approval by An Bord Pleanála in 2005  of 
the EIS following an Oral hearing in the Spa Hotel where all objections to the scheme and 
views of residents and public representatives were considered by the Inspector. The closure 
of the access from Ardeevin was approved by An Bord Pleanala on safety grounds and the 
Council is obliged to implement this decision.  


The safety grounds related  to the weaving movements of traffic leaving the N4 for the new 
Newcastle Road Interchange together with traffic exiting Ardeevin, crossing the bus lane to 
get to the N4. This is a dangerous movement of traffic where the 80 kph speed limit applies 
and which can only be permitted in a controlled environment similar to that pertaining on the 
opposite side at the Spa Hotel. This was not considered necessary or desirable because of 
the proximity of the new Newcastle Road interchange which in itself negates the need for the 
access from Ardeevin. There is little point in providing a new interchange with rearranged 
access points if all junctions are to remain open. 


It is not possible to alter the current contract which is based on the An Bord Pleanala 
decision and it must be implemented in full and the junction must remain closed. 


The terms of the motion were referred to the NRA who have overall responsibility for 
National Roads and the Regional Manager, Major Project Unit of the NRA has responded in 
writing as follows: 


"With reference to your email on October 5th and our extensive discussions, the NRA will 
object to any proposal to reopen an access from Tandy’s Lane onto the N4 and will not 
provide monies to fund such works. 


The N4 Lucan /Leixlip upgrade scheme which included a proposal to close Tandy’s Lane, was 
approved by An Bord Pleanala following an oral hearing in 2005. Objections to the scheme 
including objections concerning Tandy's Lane were heard at that time.


The closure of the lane was proposed on safety grounds with alternative access being 
available via the interchange at Newcastle Road."


Accordingly it is not recommended that the motion be PASSED.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell and R. Dowds.

The Manager, Mr. J. Horan, and Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members’ queries. It was AGREED that a technical report would be presented at the next Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee and that a Headed Item would be brought to the April 2010 Council Meeting. It was also AGREED that a pre-meeting would be held to discuss the concerns of the Members.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Keating    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (1) - 16th September 2009 – Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c/1009
LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 22ND SEPTEMBER 2009 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS) , CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received 
from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the 
conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF 1862
	Adamstown Summer Camp
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	08/05/09
	€400



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the 
organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, hereunder, is recommended for 
approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	AGF684
	Palmerstown one act drama festival
	Towards production cost of festival
	20/8/09
	€600



Contribution

A Contribution is being made to the following group:-

	Group
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount


	Cairde Gaelscoil na Camoige
	Contribution towards arts week
	17/5/09
	€600


  
Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
Community Grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe  and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (2) - 22nd September 2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d/1009 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1)  - 21ST SEPTEMBER 2009
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - APPLICATION FOR GRANTS), HOUSING 
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


Application for Grants


“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have 
been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance 
with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended 
for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1810
	Belgard Heights Community & Residents Association
	Minor Equipment Grant
	02/01/09
	€800

	GF 1870
	The Mediation Bureau
	Minor Equipment Grant
	20/05/09
	€800



 Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Applications for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the 
organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the 
scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	AGF677
	South Dublin Tourism
	Grant towards Hollowfest festival
	11/5/09
	€3000

	Agf679
	Ballet Ireland
	Dance training workship
	30/6/09
	€1500



 Arts Contribution
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Youth Horizons
	Portfolio Preparation course
	1/7/09
	€500

	 
	 
	 
	 


          It was proposed by Councillor  B. Brophy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and 
    
     
  RESOLVED:

             “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of    
   the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe  and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1)  - 21st September 2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2e/1009
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28TH SEPTEMBER 2009
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/1009
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING held on 24th SEPTEMBER 2009 

The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, and were CONSIDERED: 
H3a/1009 

           DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES
South Dublin County Council

2nd November – 25th December 2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.  2nd Nov
	Corporate Policy Group (Budget )


	12.30p.m.– 2.00 p.m.
	

	Tues. 3rd Nov
	Pre-budget Informal Briefings
	6.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.
	informal

	Wed. 4th Nov
	Pre-budget Informal Briefings
	6.30 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.
	informal

	Thurs. 5th Nov
	
	
	

	Fri. 6th Nov 
	
	 
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 9th Nov


	Corporate Policy Group (Budget )

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m.– 6.30 p.m.
	27/10/09

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 10th Nov
	Rathfarnham Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	28/10/2009

Business to SEO Roads

	Wed. 11th Nov
	# Sports, Recreation, Community   Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	09/10/2009

Business to Director of Community Services 

	Thurs. 12th Nov
	# Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	12/10/2009

Business to Director of Roads Department 

	Fri. 13th Nov
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 4/11/2009

	DATE
	
	
	

	Mon. 16th Nov
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing

*** # Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	03/11/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

14/10/09

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Tues. 17th  Nov 


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 

Development & Parks, Planning, Housing, Roads  (Venue:  Civic Buildings, Clondalkin)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	04/11/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 18th Nov


	# Housing Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	16/10/2009

Business to Director of Housing 

	Thurs. 19th Nov
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)
	1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	06/11/2009

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 20th Nov
	Joint Policing Committee
	3.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 11/11/2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 23rd Nov
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries

# Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries  Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30p.m.- 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.


	10/11/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

21/10/2009

Business to Director of Community Services Department 

	Tues. 24th Nov
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  County Council Offices Tallaght)

# Economic Development (incl. Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	10/11/2009

Business to SEO Planning Department

22/10/2009

Business to Director of  Development Department 

	Wed. 25th Nov
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00p.m.
	

	Thurs. 26th Nov


	Annual Budget Meeting
	3.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 
	

	Fri. 27th Nov
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 17/11/2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30th Nov
	
	
	

	Tues. 1st Dec


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1) 

Development & Parks, Planning, Housing, Roads  (Venue:  Civic Buildings, Clondalkin)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	18/11/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)



	Wed. 2nd Dec


	
	
	

	Thurs. 3rd Dec 
	
	
	

	Fri. 4th Dec
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 25/11/2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 7th Dec
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	24/11/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 8th Dec
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Corporate Services & Libraries (Venue:  Civic Buildings, Clondalkin)


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	25/11/2009

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.9th Dec 
	
	
	

	Thurs. 10th Dec
	
	
	

	Fri. 11th Dec 
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 14th Dec 
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting

Adjourned Budget Meeting (if necessary)
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m.– 6.30 p.m.

6.30 p.m. -
	1/12/09

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 15th Dec.
	*Rathfarnham Area Committee 

Community, Environment, Housing, Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries

Audit Committee


	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

6.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.
	02/12/09 

Business to SEO Roads

*(For planning files see (i) below)



	Wed. 16th Dec 
	**Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Parks, Corporate Services & Libraries

Adjourned  Budget Meeting (if necessary)
	3.30p.m.- 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. -


	3/12/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

**(For planning files see (ii) below)

	Thurs. 17th Dec
	
	
	

	Fri. 18th Dec
	
	
	


· *(i) Planning file requests to be received by 9/12/2009

· **(ii) Planning file requests to be received by 10/12/2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 21st  Dec
	
	
	

	Tues. 22nd Dec 
	
	
	

	Wed. 23rd Dec 
	
	
	

	Thurs. 24th Dec 
	CHRISTMAS EVE
	
	

	Fri. 25th Dec 
	CHRISTMAS DAY 
	
	


* Agreement reached at OP&F meeting in relation to holding political party basis pre-budget informal session with the Management Team
** Tallaght and Lucan Area Committees earlier in the Month due to Christmas Break.

*** Environment SPC to be held after Tallaght Area Committee Meeting  (1) 

# S.P.C. meetings contingent upon receipt of sufficient nominations and formation of various Committees.



Ms M. Maguire drew the Members’ attention to
· the dates as agreed at OP&F for pre budget party based informal briefing sessions as outlined in the calendar circulated (3rd & 4th November 2009) 
· group leaders  pre budget meeting scheduled for 19th October 2009
· tentative November dates for the SPC meeting contingent of the finalization of the formation of the committees
· Tallaght and Lucan Area Committees dates are also brought forward due to the Christmas Break

The Calendar was APPROVED.


 H3b/1009        REPORT ON CONFERENCES/ SEMINARS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:



“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and 

Finance Committee meeting held on 24th September 2009:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of 
Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are conferences 
which have been notified to us to date.  Members who have expressed an interest in 
attending these conferences are also listed: 


HOME CONFERENCES 2009  FROM  SEPTEMBER 

	NAME
	HOST
	VENUE
	DATE
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE

	Voluntary Housing and Sheltered Housing for the Elderly


	Ashford Building Services 

	Manor West Hotel Spa & Leisure Club,

Killarney Road,

Tralee,

Co Kerry
	Deferred till 23rd – 25th October 2009
	Cllr. B. Lawlor 
	€245

	Local Government Workshop.


	University Collage,

Cork 
	O’ Rahilly Building

University College Cork

Room 101
	18th September

2009 
	
	€220

	From the Canvass to the

Chamber Mod 1
	Kadenza Consultancies 


	Clifden Station House Hotel,

Clifden,

Co. Galway
	18th -20th September 2009
	Cllr. T. Delaney.

Cllr. Tony Delaney 
	€245

	Delivering Housing Solutions For a New Era 
	Irish Council for Social Housing 
	Sheraton Hotel.

Athlone,

Co. Westmeath
	15th -17th September 2009
	
	€310

	The Planning And Development (Amendment) Bill 2009


	 Esperanza Conferences 


	The Kings valley Hotel,

Merlin Park,

Dublin Road,

Galway City


	18th - 20th September 2009


	
	€245

	Carlow Tourism Conference 

The Arts, Culture and Tourism
	Carlow Tourism 
	Talbot Hotel,

Portlaoise Road,

Carlow
	24th -26th September 
	
	€190

	Local Government Seminar
	TJK Conferences


	Patrick Punch Hotel

Limerick
	25th  - 26th  September 2009
	
	€150

	Public Policy Making & the Councillor

(Beyond Local Issues)
	
	Carlton Atlantic Hotel, Westport, Co Mayo
	30th October  - 1st November 
	
	€245

	New Directions in Irish Waste Management

-Creating New Green Enterprises

NEW 


	Superior Training 
	Guinness Store House,

 Dublin
	7th October 2009
	Cllr. G. O’Connell 
	€75 Early Bird if Paid by 18th September 18,

 €125 payable  after this date 

Cllr O’ Connell Paying his own fee 

	Getting a Grip Conference 

Reducing Drug and Alcohol Related Harm
	Kerry Life Education 
	The Europe Hotel and Resort,

Killarney,

Co Kerry 
	8th  - 9th October 209
	Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr E. Walsh 
	€230

	North South Confederation of Councillors,

“Councillor Co-operation North and South – The Challenges
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Bellingham Castle Hotel, 

Castlebellingham,

Co. Louth
	9th – 10th  October 2009
	
	€195

	Douglas Hyde Conference

Culture and Economy
	Roscommon County Council
	Abbeyfield Hotel,

Ballaghaderren,

Co. Roscommon
	16th -18th October 2009
	
	€250

	Health and Safety Issues in Local Government 
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Carrick Hotel

Carrick – on- Suir,

Co. Tipperary 
	30th – 31st October

2009
	
	€245

	Council Budgets 2010
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel,

Letterkenny

Co. Donegal
	20th – 22nd November 2009
	
	€245



CONFERENCES ABROAD 2009 FROM  SEPTEMBER  

	NAME OF CONFERENCE
	Host 
	Venue 
	DATE 
	Councillors

Attending 
	Fee per Person

	IFHP World Congress 

Urban Technology 

Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
	
	Berlin
	5th -9th September
	
	

	The Common Assessment Framework in Action
	
	Barcelona
	1st -2nd October
	
	

	International Urban Development Association World Urban Development Congress

Innovative Urban Environments  
	
	Taiwan
	4th -8th October 2009
	
	

	Future of E Democracy 


	
	London
	25th November 
	
	



Councillor Induction Training for New Councillor
	Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 
	30th September
	Cllr B. Lawlor

Cllr. P  Kearns 

	New Park Hotel, Kilkenny                           
	8th October 
	

	Sligo Park Hotel Sligo
	14th October
	

	Rochestown Park Hotel Cork
	20th October 
	




The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and abroad from 19th 

March 
2009

	Name 


	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Attended by
	Conference Fee

	Kerry Literary Conference 
	Kerry Literary Centre 
	Listowel  Arms Hotel,

Listowel.

Co. Kerry
	26th-27th March 2009
	Cllr. S. Crowe

Cllr. C. King

Cllr. J. Neville
	€200

	Association of City and County Councils Annual Conference
	Association of City and City Councils
	Ormonde Hotel,

Kilkenny
	2nd – 3rd April 2009
	Cllr. J. Daly 

Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr. E. Walsh

Cllr C. King
	€225

	LAMA  Spring Conference
	Local Authority Members Association
	Heritage Hotel,

Portlaoise


	16th – 17th April 2009
	Cllr. C. Keane
	€250

	Ireland at a Crossroads
	3rd Sector Forum
	Kingsely Hotel, Cork 
	30th April – 2nd May 2009
	Cllr. C. Jones 
	€225

	Supporting Family Carers
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Bellingham Castle Hotel,

Castlebellingham
	29th -31st May 2009
	Cllr. T. Ridge
	€245

	Planning Law and Practice
	Superior Training
	Manin Bay Hotel, Galway  
	3rd-5th – July 2009
	Cllr. C. Keane


	€245

	From Canvas to the Council Chamber
	Kadenza Consultancies
	West Cork Hotel, Skibbereen
	3rd – 5th July 2009
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	No Fee Paid as he was one of the Speakers

	Planning Law and Practice
	Superior Training
	Manin Bay Hotel,

Galway
	3rd – 5th July  2009
	Cllr, C. Keane
	€245

	Effective Communications for Councillors
	Esperanza  Consultancies 
	Connemara Coast Hotel,

Galway
	31st July – 2nd August 
	Cllr. T. Ridge 
	€245

	Renewable Energy Conference Galway
	Ashford Building Services 
	Carlton Atlantic Coast Hotel,

Westport,

Co. Mayo
	7th -9th August 2009
	Cllr. C. Keane
	€245

	Merriman Summer School
	 Cumann Merriman
	Glor,

Ennis
	16th – 22nd  August 
	Cllr. D. Keating

Cllr. C. Keane
	€160

	Planning Law and Practice
	Superior Training
	Manin Bay Hotel,

Galway
	3rd -5th July
	Cllr. C. Keane
	€245

	Planning and EU Law
	Ashford Building Services
	Day’s Hotel,

Waterford 
	4th-6th September
	Cllr. B. Lawlor

Cllr T. Ridge 
	€245

	AMAI  Annual Conference 
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Gleneagle Hotel,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry
	10th 12th September 
	Cllr C. Brophy 
	€200



As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to 
pass the following resolution:


 “In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance 
by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby 
authorized.”

H3c/1009
NOMINATIONS TO LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting held on 24th September 2009:

By virtue of its democratic mandate South Dublin County Council is entitled to make appointments or nominations to a range of joint bodies and other elected bodies. 

In accordance with Schedule 10 (4) of the Local Government Act 2001 (Meetings and Proceedings of Local Authorities ) the Council considered the election, appointment or nomination of members (councillor and non-councillor where appropriate) to these bodies at the June 2009 Annual Meeting and resolved to consider further appointments at a later date to the Annual Meeting.  The appointment of Members to the LTACC was further deferred to this meeting of the Organisation Procedure & Finance Committee.

These appointments are now before the Council for consideration.

Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (6) 

To appoint 6 members to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (The provisions of Paragraph 18, Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2001 apply to these appointments).”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and AGREED:

“That Councillors C. King, D. Looney, G. O’Connell and E. Maloney be appointed to  the  Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee”.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:

“That Councillor C. Keane be appointed to the  Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee”.

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED:

“That Councillor  G. O’Connell be appointed as Chair of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.”

It was agreed that the filling of the remaining vacancy would be listed on the next meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff.  seconded by Councillor T. Ridge   and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 24th  September 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H4/1009
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES






The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by the Ms. T. Walsh, Head of Corporate, Human Resources & Library Services and were CONSIDERED:

H4a/1009   APPROVAL OF SPC SCHEME

Following the 2009 Local Elections the Department of Environment, Heritage and 
Local 
Government issued circulars in relation to the establishment of new SPCs and the 
making of new SPC Schemes.  


The  South Dublin County Council Draft Scheme was publicly advertised in July 
2009, and circulated and considered by the Chairs designate. Submissions in relation to the 
operations of the SPC meetings were received from the South Dublin Community Forum and 
the Environmental Pillar of Social Partnership. The main points referred to included


·        Adequate access to meeting documentation and venues


·        timing of meetings / suitability to facilitate unpaid members of SPCs 


·        importance of environmental/sustainable development issues informing the work of 
the SPCs as a whole


·        essential that Environmental Pillar have representative on each of the following four 
SPCs as delineated in Draft Scheme


The Draft Scheme was presented to the September 2009 for consideration and it was agreed 
to formally recommend approval of the Draft SPC Scheme as publicised and circulated 
herewith.  The draft Scheme is now before the Council for formal approval. 

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
That the Draft Strategic Policy Committee Scheme be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

H4b/1009   AMENDMENT TO SPC STANDING ORDERS

The following report was presented to the September 2009 OP&F meeting:


"The current Standing Orders, which are a key component of how the Council conducts its 
business and regulates how business is carried out at SPC committee meetings, were 
adopted by the council on 9th July 2001.  


 In accordance with Circular Letter LG10-09 issued by the Department of Environment 
Heritage & Local Government, the SPC chairs designate were appointed by the full council in 
June 2009 for a minimum period of three years and the overall spread of SPC chairs, in 
accordance with the guidelines, reflect the political representational spread on the full 
council.   


 Accordingly it is necessary to amend SPC Standing Order No 4 (a) below to reflect the 
change in term of Chairperson as follows from:  


In accordance with the SPC Scheme adopted by the Council, the Chairperson shall 
be selected by the County Council and remain in office for a period of two years. 
The term of office for the first Chairperson of the Strategic Policy Committees to 
commence on 1st March 2000. Vice-Chairperson shall be selected by the 
Council"                                                                                                 

TO 
 
In accordance with the SPC Scheme adopted by the Council, the Chairperson shall 
be selected by the County Council and remain in office for a minimum period of 
three years.             

The members recommended amendment of the Standing Orders as outlined above and the 
matter is now before the Council for approval.

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell  and RESOLVED:
“That SPC Standing Order No. 4(a) is amended to reflect the change in term of Chairperson as follows:  

In accordance with the SPC Scheme adopted by the Council, the Chairperson shall be selected by the County Council and remain in office for a minimum period of three years.”
H4c/1009   NOMINATIONS TO SPC S

REPORT:

The following is a summary of update circulated and noted at the September 2009 OP&F 
meeting:


Nominations to new Strategic Policy Committees

There are 6 proposed Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) as follows


(a)              Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee


(b)              Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee


(c)               Transportation Strategic Policy Committee


(d)              Environment Strategic Policy Committee


(e)              Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic  Policy Committee


(f)               Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy  Committee


 With regard to the membership of each committee: Standing Order No. 5 (Of Standing 
Orders adopted in 2001) states as follows:

 
(a)      The total membership of each Committee shall be 15 except in the case of the 
Economic Development (incl. Planning) Committee, which shall have a total membership of 
18.

(b)     The membership shall consist of 5 representatives from outside bodies and 10 
Councillors except in the case of the Economic Development Committee, which shall consist 
of 6 representatives from outside bodies, and 12 Councillors.  Each Councillor will be a 
member of a minimum of two Committees.’

As a first step to establishing new SPCs South Dublin County Council selected 6 Chairs-
designate for each proposed SPC as outlined above at the Annual Meeting held on 19th June 
2009.  


 With regard to the membership of Sectoral Groups: There are six overall sectors which are 
recommended in the guidelines issued by the Department which should be represented on at 
least one SPC in each local authority.  These sectors include the following:


1.     Agricultural / Farming


2.     Environmental / Conservation / Culture


3.     Development Construction


4.     Business / Commercial


5.     Trade Union


6.     Community / Voluntary / Disadvantaged


Nominations for membership of the SPCs were sought and in respect of the business, 
farming, employers / Trade Unions and Environmental sectors these were facilitated by the 
National Partnership Pillars. SDCC facilitated the nomination process of community and 
voluntary representatives through the community and voluntary forum and platform.          


The following provides an update on the nomination process:


 ·        Business:


Chambers Ireland reported that South Dublin Chamber is in the final stage of the nomination 
process. This has been confirmed with South Dublin Chamber 


 ·        Environmental Pillar:  


A panel of local people is being prepared by the national pillar and is due for submission.

 
·        Farming:  

 
The IFA has advised of a meeting of the farming organisations scheduled for 19th October 
2009 at which the nomination process will be finalized.


 ·        Trade Unions:  


Will submit shortly


The following is an update on the nominations for the Development / Construction sector:

· Three nominations were received (CIF, RIAI and Chartered Surveyors) and forwarded to Chambers Ireland who also has overall responsibility for co-coordinating the nominations for this category. 


 The following is an update on the nominations for the Community / Culture / Voluntary 
sector:


In accordance with C L 12/09 the nomination process for the community and voluntary sector 
was facilitated through the Council.  A number of nominations for representation have been 
received from South Dublin Community Platform  and South Dublin Community 
Forum in respect of various committees and the process of finalizing the representations is 
almost complete.  Tallaght Community Arts  made recommendation for membership of the 
Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic  Policy Committee


Representation of Elected Members on the 6 SPCs has also been advanced since the OP&F 
meeting although not finalised as outlined on attached schedule


It is a matter for the Council to approve all nominations and accordingly it is intended to 
continually update the members with the final list of nominations as soon as they come to 
hand.   In order to ensure that the all SPC members (elected and non elected) receive formal 
approval in advance of the scheduled SPC meetings (which are outlined in the draft calendar 
but subject to change) it is proposed to presented the final list of nominations to area 
committees in advance of their formal ratification at the November 2009 Council meeting.

Bottom of Form

Ms T. Walsh, Head of Corporate, Human Resources & Library Services updated the members on progress with filling nomination to the various SPCs and responded to a query from Councillor C. Keane.

Ms. T. Walsh responded to the Member’s query.


The report was NOTED.
 H5/1009
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE REPORTS
(i) Annual Report 2008 


The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community Development and was CONSIDERED:
South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee

Annual Report 2008


Introduction:


South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee was established on the 26th October 2007. This 
Committee provides a forum for representatives from An Garda Síochána, South Dublin 
County Council, Oireachtas members and Community representatives, to make an important 
contribution to addressing issues relating to crime locally, to get together in a regular and 
structured way to consult with each other, discuss and make recommendations on matters 
affecting the policing of South Dublin County.   


South Dublin Joint Policing Committee serves as a forum for consultations, discussions and 
recommendations on matters affecting the policing of  South Dublin County and in particular 
to the levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour. 


South Dublin County Council provide the administrative backup needed to support the work 
of the Joint Policing Committee.  


This report will give an overview of the membership, meetings and work of the sub-group.  


Membership:


Local Authority Members 


Cllr Robert Dowds,


 Lab  (Chairperson)


Cllr. Therese Ridge,


 FG

Cllr. Shane O’Connor, 

SF


Cllr. Bill Gogarty, 


Green


Cllr. Guss O’Connell,


 Ind


Cllr. Joe Neville, 


FF


Cllr. Karen Warren, 


FG


Cllr. Mick Murphy, 


Soc


Cllr. Jim Daly, 


FF


Cllr. Marie Corr, 


Lab


Cllr. Cathal King, 


SF


Cllr. John Lahart, 


FF


Cllr. Tony McDermott, 

Green


Cllr. Eamonn Walsh, 


Lab


Cllr. Cait Keane, 


PD


Oireachtas Members (5)


Paul Gogarty  TD 


Green


Joanne Tuffy  TD 


Lab


Charlie O’Connor  TD 

            FF 


Alan Shatter  TD 


FG


Pat Rabbitte  TD 


Lab


Garda Officers (2)


John Manley 



Chief Superintendent

John Twomey 



Chief Superintendent

Local Authority Officers


Joe Horan



County Manager


Frank Nevin 



Director of Housing


Community/Voluntary Sector


Marie Price Bolger (replaced by


Michelle Kearns


             Community Platform


Michael McLoughlin (replaced by


Tom Aspil



Community Forum


Jim Lawlor



Community Forum

Meetings 


The South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee met five times during 2008.  

· 1st February

· 11th April

· 20th June

· 12th September

· 21st November


The Chief Superintendents provided a comprehensive report to each meeting giving details of 
crime, detection, community policing and general information on the issues affecting the 
County.  The Chief Superintendents were accompanied by the Superintendents for the 
County.  The County Manager also provided reports and presentations on the work the 
Council is involved with which has an impact on safety and crime in the community.  
Transport and Safety was one important issue which was discussed at the Joint Policing 
Committee during 2008 and a representative of Veolia Transport Company who operate the 
LUAS System attended the June meeting and a frank and useful discussion was had.    A 
number of detailed presentations were also made during the course of the year which 
resulted in further discussion by the Committee such as:

· RAPID Programme with a focus on community safety

· Community Mediation 

· South West Clondalkin Safety Forum

· Dublin Mountain Partnership


Sub-Committee



One sub-committee was set up during the year which discussed the Sale of Alcohol Bill.  A 
special task group was set up by the Minister for Justice and the sub-group on behalf of the 
full Joint Policing Committee made a detailed submission which was considered by the 
government task-group in making its report to the Minister.


(Attached as Appendix 1)


Inter-Agency Work


South Dublin County has a long tradition of statutory agencies and voluntary and community 
organistions working together and sharing information and resources.   The Joint Policing 
Committee is seen here in South Dublin County as another mechanism to further develop this 
work.  Reports on the Joint Policing Committee meetings are circulated and discussed where 
necessary at the South Dublin County Development Board meetings and also at the Social 
Inclusion Measures Sub- Committee Meetings.


 Reports of all Joint Policing Committee meetings are presented on a regular basis to full 
meetings of the Council. 

Website


South Dublin County Development Board has developed a website which provides 
information on the CDB itself and also on the many inter-agency committees working 
throughout South Dublin County.  The Joint Policing Committee is included in this website 
and information on meetings, presentations, guidelines, membership etc. are available here.  
It is intended in 2009 to increase the information available to the public on this site.  The JPC 
pages can be accessed at:  
http://cdb.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=228&Itemid=227ht
tp://cdb.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=228&Itemid=227

Conclusion


The Joint Policing Committee will continue to meet for 2009 and is awaiting the Department 
of Justice Guidelines on the establishment of the Local Policing Fora.  The good relationship 
built up between the members will continue to be built on over the coming months.  2009 
will also see a period of change as the local elections are scheduled for June and this may 
result in a change in membership.


However the commitment from the Elected Representatives, Community Organistions, Local 
Authority officials and the Gardai will continue and it is fully recognised that one agency 
working alone cannot address the difficulties and challenges that are facing local 
communities.


Appendix 1

Joint Policing Committee South Dublin County Council

Sub-Group on Drugs and Alcohol Issues

Sale of Alcohol Bill Submission


Following a general debate at a meeting held on 11th February 2008 


the sub-committee agreed that the issues hereunder be highlighted as of 
particular concern and submitted as proposals for consideration and action.

· Having regard to the consideration that drinking amongst young people will not be 
eliminated entirely that learning be gained from the elimination of the 10 packs of 
cigarettes and the reports of resultant increase in cigarette consumption that alcohol 
be made available in smaller units.

· That stricter control and enforcement of the licensing laws be applied to sale of 
alcohol at petrol stations.

· That strict enforcement be applied to venues where young people (16 – 18) are 
manning tills.

· That the term off-licenses be redefined – that segregation of trade within shops and 
petrol stations and other outlets be defined and enforced – that appropriate training 
of staff in the sale of alcohol be approved by the Gardai and be mandatory – only 
stand alone off-licenses be allowed sale of alcohol and no outlets such as petrol 
stations or home convenience shops

· That under-cover surveillance/test purchasing is applied vigorously to ensure stricter 
enforcement of laws and regulations in the sale of alcohol and some element of 
traceability be considered particularly in the area of home deliveries and taxis and 
other delivery agents involved in such practice

· Revocation of licenses for breach of regulation and laws governing sale of alcohol – 
site notices be a requirement indicating application for license renewal

· Mandatory ID cards be introduced for ages 12 to 18 years of age – consider also the 
possibility of having such cards as swipe versions with magnetic strip which can store 
information on purchases and use

· Provision of recordable CCTV inside and outside all off-licenses and other outlets 
involved in the sale of alcohol – this may be a condition of planning for new premises 
and by regulation on renewal of license for existing premises

· That an empowered Body be put in place to ensure Implementation of the 
recommendations of Task Forces reports on sale of alcohol – 12 Reports and 8 
committees to date.  

· Recognition of alcohol as a drug of dependency.
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Joint Policing Committee Report of May Meeting


The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community Development and was CONSIDERED:

Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee,


Friday 15th May 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in Management Conference Room,


County Hall, Tallaght.

Attendance: Committee Members

Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair) Cllr. T. Ridge


Cllr. G. O’ Connell Cllr. Shane O’Connor


Cllr. K. Warren Cllr. Jim Daly


Cllr. M. Corr (Mayor) Cllr. E. Walsh


Chief Superintendent J. Manley J. Horan (County Manager)


Billy Coman Housing Dept. SDCC Michelle Kearns (Comm. Platform)


J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)


Apologies:


Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn, C. O’Connor T.D., Cllr. C. Keane, Alan


Shatter T.D. Cllr. T. McDermott


Also Present:


Pat Smith, Elaine Leech, Anne Byrne, SDCC., S. O’Gorman, A. Lane,


RAPID., Superintendent E. Dolan


Stephen Joyce, S.W. Region Local Drug Drugs Task Force


Sandra Mullen, Clondalkin Local Drugs Task Force


Grace Hill, Tallaght Drugs Task Force


Aoife Carroll, Dublin 12 Local Drugs Task Force


Marian Quinn, Tallaght West CDI


Joyce Cahill, Tallaght West CDI

1. Meeting Report of the 21st November and Matters Arising


The Committee adopted the report of the meeting of 6 February 2009.


There were no matters arising from this report.

2. Presentation by the 4 Local Drugs Task Forces operating in South


Dublin County.

Stephen Joyce, Grace Hill, Sandra Mullen and Aoife Carroll gave a


comprehensive overview of the workings of the Local Drugs Task Forces in


South Dublin County. They also provided information on the current situation


regarding drug misuse in the county and the services etc. that are available.


The Presentation centered on the National Drugs Strategy, the work of the


local drugs task forces, the types of misuse of drugs in the county and its


effects on the users and the wider community. Issues such as treatment,


education, prevention, rehabilitation, supply reduction and the recent Dial to


Stop drugs Campaign were also covered in the presentation.


A discussion followed regarding effects of this misuse on the community and


the following areas were raised:


Safety of children whose parents are misusing drugs


Families behind the statistics


Intimidation in communities


Garda response to information


Anti-social behaviour as a result of misuse


Problems outside of Council owned houses


Need for additional services such as childcare in treatment areas


J. Manley explained the process of surveillance, evidence, confidentiality, etc.


which happens while a case is being prepared. It may appear to the public as


delays or inaction but work is ongoing all the time to ensure that information is


correct, gathering of additional information etc. so the case will stand up and a


successful prosecution follows. The Gardai are represented on all the Local


Drugs Task Forces and Safety Forums and also acknowledged that this is a


problem which cannot be solved alone by the Gardai. An inter-agency


approach is needed to fight this problem.

J. Horan followed by pointing out that work is ongoing with the introduction of


Community CCTV, Garda CCTV and continuing work by all Council’s


Departments to alleviate anti-social behaviour. The work of the Children’s


Services Committee will address some of the difficulties of information sharing


between the agencies. He also acknowledged that there has been much


investment by both central and local government in the County which has


helped to provide pro-social facilities and activities.


B. Coman explained that the Council is at present redrafting its anti-social


policy. He also explained that staff are working on effective and appropriate


systems that allow for the sharing of information between tenants, Council,


Gardai and other agencies and organistions.


Cllr. Robert Dowd thanked Stephen Joyce, Grace Hill, Sandra Mullen and


Aoife Carroll for their presentation and ongoing commitment to working in this


difficult area.

3.Presentation by Tallaght West Childhood Initiative

Marian Quinn and Joyce Cahill gave a comprehensive Presentation of the


work of the Childhood Development Initiative and in particular the work of the


Community Safety Initiative. The presentation gave a brief history of CDI, its


history and current developments. The Community Safety Initiative was


explained and details of the progress to date was shared. They will now


concentrate on a number of pilot sites and it is intended to introduce a


Community Agreement which will include an action plan and will be approved


by the Steering Committee. The project will be evaluated by the Child and


Family Research Centre (NUIG) under the following headings:


_ Outcomes and process evaluation;


_ Community safety and development, regeneration, healthy urban living,


and partnership models of working;


State of play.


A discussion followed which linked this work to the work of the Local Drugs


Task Forces and which strengthens the need for all agencies and


organisations to be working together and sharing information. M. Quinn


explained that while the project has funding for five years the commitment


from all involved should ensure its work will continue. The CDI Project will be


moving into new accommodation provided at St. Marks Youth and Family


Centre and they are looking forward to this move which will give the project a


physical presence in the community.


Cllr. Robert Dowds thanked M. Quinn and J. Cahill for their comprehensive


report and welcomed the work of CDI.


4. JPC Annual Work Plan


A workshop was held on 13 March to which all members of the JPC were


invited to attend. After much discussion it was agreed that the Work Plan


would Concentrate on anti-social behaviour and encourage pro-social


initiatives. All actions should be partnership by nature rather than each


agency acting alone and should lead to relationship building between Gardai,


SDCC and the Community


It was also felt that the JPC should liaise as necessary with relevant early


childhood/youth pro-social intervention projects/Children’s’ Services


Committee initiatives and the Local Drugs Task Forces. It was also strongly


felt that a limited and focused number of actions/pilot projects be included in


this plan for 2009


A draft Work Plan was then formulated at this meeting and further


comment/contribution invited. The updated draft as circulated was now before


this meeting for agreement.


Following discussion the Workplan was agreed.


5. Garda Report


Report from Chief Superintendent John Manley, DMR Southern Division


to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee on the 15th May 2009.


Report for Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Terenure and Crumlin Stations.


Crime Statistics January to April 2009 in comparison with January to


April 2008.


Tallaght Station 2008 2009 %


Change


Burglary 286 286 0%


Robbery 27 26 -4%


Robbery from the person 19 23 21%


Robbery from Establishment 8 3 -63%


Theft 428 415 -3%


Theft from Person 24 23 -4%


Theft from MPV 115 149 30%


Theft from Shop 218 165 -24%


Theft (Other) 71 78 10%


Theft of MPV 0 0 0


Property


Crime


741 727 -2%

Rathfarnham Station 2008 2009 %


Change


Burglary 161 121 -25%


Robbery 11 13 18%


Robbery from the person 5 7 40%


Robbery from Establishment 6 6 0%



Theft 144 134 -8%


Theft from Person 1 3 100%


Theft from MPV 54 49 -9%


Theft from Shop 47 42 -11%


Theft (Other) 42 39 -7%


Theft of MPV 0 1 0


Property


Crime


316 268 -15%


Crumlin Station 2008 2009 %


Change


Burglary 62 66 6%


Robbery 3 18 500%


Robbery from the person 0 3 100%


Robbery from Establishment 3 15 400%


Theft 79 102 29%


Theft from Person 0 5 100%


Theft from MPV 15 40 167%


Theft from Shop 28 31 11%


Theft (Other) 36 26 -28%


Theft of MPV 0 0 0


Property


Crime


144 186 29%


Terenure Station 2008 2009 %


Change


Burglary 50 87 74%


Robbery 8 16 100%


Robbery from the person 2 3 50%


Robbery from Establishment 6 13 117%


Theft 67 77 15%


Theft from Person 2 3 50%


Theft from MPV 19 23 21%


Theft from Shop 13 23 77%


Theft (Other) 33 28 -15%


Theft of MPV 0 0 0


Property


Crime


125 180 44%


Incidents of Burglary reported have decreased significantly over the last few


months in the Tallaght and Rathfarnham Sub-Districts. In the M District


burglary incidents have decreased by -9%. The G and P Districts are currently


experiencing an increasing trend in burglaries. Crumlin District have increased


by 26% and the Terenure District have increased by 39%. Areas of high


incidence of such crimes are being targeted with constant patrolling and


intelligence led operations.


Detections in the number of incidents in respect of drug seizures have


increased by 15% for the year to date and continue to reflect a positive figure


(92 for 2009 in comparison with 80 for 2008). Increased stop and search


practices and searches of premises are proving effective. The total number of


incidents for simple possession stands at 525 from January 2009 to 30th April


2009 and is an increase of 3% on the same period last year.


The number of MAT checkpoints conducted are down -4%, however the


figures indicate that an average of six hundred people were breath tested


every week in the Division so far this year. (Data 10,381 persons breath


tested to date in 2009) The number of drink driving detections is 229 from


January 2009 to April 2009 and are down (-15%) in comparison with the same


period last year. This indicates that people are complying with drink driving


legislation. Drug Driving detections have increased from 6 in 2008 to 15 in


2009. This is being addressed by observing driver behaviour whilst


conducting checkpoints.


The number of Fatal and Serious Injury collisions are down (-28%) in


comparison with the same period last year (5 incidents in 2009 in comparison


with 7 incidents in 2008). The number of speed detections have increased


from 722 detections in 2008 to 726 detections in 2009, which indicates a


definite strategy to implement Road Safety and reduce speed on our roads.


Incidents of Public Disorder have increased by 3%, (from 606 incidents in


2008 to 626 incidents in 2009). Criminal Damage Incidents have increased by


9% (from 963 in 2008 to 1045 incidents in 2009). The number of incidents of


assault have decreased (-7%) in comparison with 2008. (210 incidents in


2008 to 195 incidents in 2009).


CCTV footage has been installed and is in operation in the Tallaght Sub


District. The control room is fully finished with 29 cameras fully operational.


Work is ongoing on the remaining cameras and members have been trained


in respect of the effective operation of the system.


There have been three incidents of Homicide in the Division since the start of


2009. One male has been arrested and charged for his role in one of the


murders. The other two incidents are being actively investigated.


Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn sent his apologies to the meeting but


forwarded the following report from the D.M.R.W. Region


Overview of Crime Statistics


Clondalkin/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown


Crime Statsitics Jan – Mar 2009 v Jan – Mar 2008


2009 2008 Rate Diff Det 2009 Det 2008


Headline


Crime


707 853 -17% 45% 40%


Non Headline 1913 2034 -0.5% 79% 64%


The total reported Headline Crime figure is down 17% and the detection


rate is up by 5%.


The total reported Non Headline Crime figure is down by 0.5% and the


detection rate is up by 15%.


Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6


Report of Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the


South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 15th May 2009 –


Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn.

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under


review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in


that regulation, (1) Commission of Crime and (2) Crime Prevention Matters


1. Commission of Crime – January to March 2009


Category Q1 2009 Q1 2008


Assault 16 20


Burglary 127 196


Criminal Damage 419 456


Drug Seizures 29 62


Discharge of Firearm 6 9


Possession of Offensive


Weapon


33 23


Robbery from Person 21 10


Robbery from


Establishments


17 21


Theft from MPV 129 124


Theft from Shop 167 223


Public Order 197 182


Prisoners Arrested 874 1086


2. Crime Prevention Matters


• Operation Anvil and Operation Shilling continues to Operate with


checkpoints, surveillance and searches carried out during each tour


of duty. Emphasis on high volume crime and specific criminal targets.


• There have been 592 searches conducted compared with 328 for the


same period in 2008.


• There is 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai attached to the Community Police Unit in


Clondalkin and 2 Gardai attached to the unit in Rathcoole. The unit in


Clondalkin have 3 pedal cycles that are in regular use. In Lucan there


is 1 Sgt and 7 Gardai and 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai in Ronanstown.


Ronanstown have 4 pedal cycles that are in regular use.


• Regular inspections of licensed premises remain a priority to target


underage consumption of alcohol and the illegal sale of alcohol to


minors.


• The main partnerships in Clondalkin/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown


Sub Districts supporting Garda initiatives:


1. Clondalkin Drugs Task Force


2. Business Watch Scheme ( 1) in Clondalkin Village


3. Garda Clinics (3), takes place in the Council Offices in Clondalkin


village / Neilstown / Palmerstown.


4. 5 Business watch Schemes in Rathcoole, (City West, Saggart and


Newcastle-Lyons, Liffey Valley, Fonthill)


5. 2 Hospital Watch Schemes in Peamont Hospital / Hermitage Clinic.


6. RAPID promoting social inclusion in disadvantaged areas.


7. North Clondalkin Community Forum. Meeting held fortnightly to


discuss local problems


8. SDCC. Anti social units. Deals with individual and general anti social


problems in North Clondalkin.


9. Local Drugs Task Force


7. Any other business

Tallaght Stadium


B. Coman expressed gratitude on behalf of the Council to J. Manley and E.


Dolan for their own work and commitment and that of the local Gardai to the


success to date of the Tallaght Stadium. It was widely acknowledged by the


Committee that this is a fine community stadium and a necessary addition to


Tallaght and the wider County.


Community Policing


It was agreed at the workshop on 13th March that a presentation on the


Model of Community Policing operating in Tallaght be given to the JPC in


September. Other models were discussed but deemed inappropriate for


suburban areas such as Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Lucan and Clondalkin. Chief


Superintendent Manley and Superintendent Dolan agreed to organise this


presentation.


Local Elections


Cllr. Robert Dowds expressed his gratitude to the members present for their


work since October 2007. He particularly thanked Cllr. E. Walshe who is


retiring from public life and wished his fellow Councillors well.


It was agreed to refer to the guidelines as issued by the Dept. of Justice


regarding new members


Meeting Venue


A discussion was held around the venue of the meetings and it was agreed


that the Council Chamber is a quite formal venue and maybe we can look at


other locations. The JPC Executive agreed to look at alternative venues


which would have the necessary broadband/IT facilities.


6. Date of next meeting


11th September, 2009


Business Submitted

QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane

That this committee discusses the setting up of a 999 text


messaging service to enable deaf people to contact the emergency


services from their mobile phones. This is available in Northern


Ireland and has been launched in West Yorkshire in conjunction with


Leeds City Council where Police Officers have worked in partnership


with the Leeds Society for Deaf and Blind people and Leeds City


Council to develop the service


REPLY:


Garda Management are examining the feasibility of implementing a


system to enable people with disabilities make contact with the


Emergency services.

Question: Jim Lawlor


What is the up to date position of SDCC to alleviate the


toxic/hazardous dumps at Killakee car park


REPLY:

The Council’s initial investigation of illegal dumping at this location


was completed in 2007 and subsequently, in late 2008, the EPA


requested that this be reviewed in line with the EPA’s Code of


Practice on Illegal Landfills. A subsequent Risk Assessment has


been submitted to the EPA and their response is currently awaited.


The specialist environmental consultants who investigated the site


on the Council’s behalf advised that the 'fill' material in question is


not causing environmental pollution at present and is not likely to in


the future. It must be stressed that at no stage was any hazardous


or toxic waste encountered during this investigation which involved


an extremely large number of trial pits and boreholes. A small


amount of elevated levels of diesel range organics were found in a


small localised area and this was immediately removed.


Following the receipt of a response from the EPA, the appropriate


course of action will be taken vis-à-vis removal of waste from the


location, if required, and appropriate subsequent enforcement or


legal action as appropriate.

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

'To ask Manager to confirm what action will be taken by Gardai and


Coillte to control and regulate the use of motorbikes in the Cruagh


Woods/Massey Woods area, and to thus ensure that the existing


car parks are open to the public'

REPLY:

Local Gardai Management in Tallaght are liaising with Ms Karen


Woods, Manager, Dublin Mountain Partnership in this matter. The


partner organisations are Coillte, South Dublin County Council, Dun


Laoghaire Rathdown County council, Dublin City Council, National


Parks and Wildlife Services and Dublin Mountains Initiative. Liaison


has also taken place with Tim O’Regan, Forestry Manager, Coillte.


A volunteer Ranger Service is presently being recruited and it is


hoped to have them operational by the end of May 2009. An Garda


Siochana will give every assistance to the volunteer ranger service


when they commence their duties and also in the area of any byelaws


being considered for initiation by the Council to deal with this


issue.

QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to confirm initiatives being taken to deal with


the problem of Anti-Social Behaviour in Tallaght West Estates.


REPLY:


Garda Reply:


The Gardai at Tallaght continue to put various operations into force


throughout Tallaght including West Tallaght to curb crime,


vandalism and Anti-Social Behaviour.


Community Gardai meet with Neighbourhood Watch groups,


residents associations and any other community group or individual


to listen to concerns and to discuss how they might be addressed.


Gardai also work closely with local authority personnel and other


agencies to operate joint approaches where appropriate.


All Garda Resources in Tallaght are tasked with reducing Anti-


Social Behaviour and other crime affecting the quality of life of the


The community Gardai at Tallaght are represented on the Steering


Committee for the CDI Community Safety Initiative in West


Tallaght This committee will deliver a programme designed to


deliver tangible improvements in community safety in pilot areas of


West Tallaght and, in the future, across West Tallaght.


Council Reply:


The Council through Community Services and Housing Departments


in particular has established strong links with local communities in


West Tallaght and this is very important in combating vandalism


and anti-social activity. This is re-enforced through the active


participation with the local communities in the Community Safety


Initiative of Tallaght West CDI programme.


Extensive pro-social behaviour improvement works have also been


carried out through the Rapid Programme e.g. the installation


of MUGAS,Playgrounds,etc which have proved to be an important


focus for young people in West Tallaght who wish to engage in prosocial


activity. Open space areas are also maintained to a high


standard in West Tallaght and any damage caused through


vandalism is repaired promptly to ensure the physical appearance of


estates is not allowed to deteriorate. The Tallaght Leisure Centre –


TLC – and the new Brookfield Youth and Family Community Centre


together with all of the existing Community Centres also


run numerous pro social behavior Programmes which compliment


a large number of other Programmes to combat Anti-social


behavior.


The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to work


in partnership with other agencies to respond to and deal


proactively with incidents of anti social behaviour throughout the


county. All enforcement powers available to the Council are fully


employed in dealing with anti social activity.


http://intranet/departments/departments.aspx?deptid=7&


dpageid=1131


The Housing Estate Management Team continues to work with the


Gardai through close liaison in combating anti social activity at a


number of levels including the following:


Ø Joint Policing Committee


Ø Dublin Bus Community Fora


Ø Housing Clinics


Ø Community Liaison Meetings


Ø Case Conferences


Ø Regular meetings with Drug Squad and Community Gardai


Ø Support of Gardai in interviewing anti social tenants


Ø Community organized events e.g. Community Bonfires Family


Days, Family/Youth Sports Events, Estate clean ups etc.


Community Liaison Meetings


Community Liaison Committees comprise of community


representatives, the Gardai, Mediation Service and various


representatives of the Council. The purpose of these committees is


to ensure an integrated response to local service delivery. The


Liaison Committee Initiative was established in 2007 with McUilliam


and Daletree and is being extended to include Cushlawn Estate.


Meetings are held monthly.

In 2008 an enforcement initiative was carried out in McUilliam


Estate. The purpose of the initiative was to target the perpetrators


of anti-social activity, to monitor occupancy of the rented housing


stock, to check the maintenance condition of the houses and


gardens, to address illegal dumping and littering. The initiative was


carried out on an inter-agency basis and supported by local Gardai.


Every household was visited by the Council’s Estate Management


Team for the purpose of inviting expressions of interest in becoming


involved in a representative Residents’ Group for the estate. Work


in this area is continuing and links have been made with other


agencies of developing this project.


Elimination of anti social black spots.


Work is ongoing regarding the elimination of anti-social black spots


including such works as deemed necessary and as resources are


available:


Ø Re-enforcement of walls


Ø Installation of railings


Ø Elimination of laneways


Ø Additional lighting within estates


Ø Stub wall construction


Ø Installation of anti-vandal mechanisms


Ø Re-instatement of areas


Ø Removal of areas prone to dumping


Ø Landscaping, design and development


Ø Ground cover redevelopment


Ø Footpath extension


Ø Enhancement of entrance areas (improve access)


Ø Improvements through Painting programmes


Ø Boundary treatments and fencing Improvements.


Staff Training


The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to up


skill itself in the interest of delivery of an effective housing estate


management service which includes responding to incidents of antisocial


behaviour. Examples of current training initiatives include


Coaching/Copping On training which is being delivered by the West


Tallaght Childhood Development Initiative. An important element of


this training relates to best practice for interacting with children and


young people which is particularly relevant for Estate Management


staff.


Tenancy Training:


21 courses have been conducted in 2008 with a further 4 to date in


2009. This course is now compulsory for all applicants for newly


built homes. The format of the pre-tenancy training was revised in


2008 for the purpose of nurturing the concept of community


development, capacity building and active citizenship and civic


responsibility from the outset. Prospective tenants participating in


the training are made aware of the valuable resource available


through the Connect website. The focus of the tenancy training


seminars is on providing an introduction to South Dublin, to


promoting the benefits of living in the County and to creating


awareness of what the local community has to offer. Other relevant


agencies are also involved in the training including MABS, Gardai,


TWCDI, Bernardos and HSE.


The Council is further developing a post-tenancy training after 6 – 8


weeks following the taking up of a new tenancy which will be


introduced shortly and will involve all of the above agencies to


assist the tenants into their new homes and community.


The Council has engaged Nurture Development Ltd. to provide


training for staff and local residents in community capacity building


– Asset Based Community Development. This programme utilizes


innovative approaches which have been developed in the United


States and which use assets which are freely available in the


community.


Policy

A subgroup of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee


was established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social


Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the Members


in 2005. The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the


Scheme of Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members


and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006, will be also form part of the


overall review. The purpose of the review is to strengthen the


enforcement powers available to the Housing Authority having


regard to the changing profile of our local communities, of the social


housing market.


As agreed with the sub-group strong liaisons will be further


developed with the Gardai through active participation and cooperation


with community pro – social driven programmes.

QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to detail action being taken within the remit of


both the Gardaí and the Council in respect of ongoing problems at


the Bus Stop at the Square and will he make a statement.


REPLY:

The Garda CCTV scheme for Tallaght Town Centre area is now in


place. As part of this scheme one camera is constantly monitoring


the bus stop referred to by Mr O’Connor, TD, at the west side of the


Square opposite Super Value. The incidence of anti-social


behaviour has dropped dramatically as a result. Gardai on patrol


continue to visit this bus stop as a matter of course and take


whatever action is necessary there.

QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to present an update on continued effective


action being taken throughout Dublin South West in respect of


problems with graffiti and will he make a statement.


REPLY:

Garda Reply:

There are ongoing initiatives to deal with Graffiti in the Tallaght


area. Community Gardai are working closely with local schools


where class discussions and competitions are taking place.


A database of ‘Tags’ has been compiled and shared with South


Dublin County Council. Community Gardai work closely with County


Council to identify ‘Taggers’. Youths caught casing graffiti or


carrying spray cans are dealt with in conjunction with their schools


and parents. The J.L.O. system is used where appropriate.


Items such as spray cans, road marker paint, white shoe polish and


paint markers are regularly seized.

Council Reply:

Significant efforts have been made by the Council’s Environmental


Services Department to tackle graffiti throughout the County with


specific responses incorporating the resources provided by the


Graffiti Removal Crew, comprising an Assistant Foreman and five


staff, and Litter Wardens while the Council's Environmental


Awareness Team supplements this by providing information about


graffiti prevention and awareness to both community groups and


schools. In addition, the Council has established a pilot partnership


with the Probation Services to effect additional graffiti removals


while specialist contractors are occasionally required at significant


cost (average of €35 per sq.m.) to chemically treat and remove


graffiti from certain surfaces. The 2009 Annual Budget provision in


Division E for graffiti removal is approximately €210,000.


119 graffiti removals have been carried out in the Tallaght and


Terenure/Rathfarnham electoral areas to date this year between the


Council's Graffiti Removal Crew and the Probation Services pilot


project.


The Council’s Housing Estate Management Section contributes


annually to the budget of the Anti-Graffiti Team and will, in acute


circumstances regarding offensive graffiti, fund the cost of its


removal as a priority. The Estate Management team works with


R.A.P.I.D. Co-ordinators to identify locations within designated


R.A.P.I.D. areas for removal of graffiti under the Graffiti Reduction


Programme and this has proved very successful and also works


closely with several Youth groups around the County, with, for


example, junior groups in Fettercairn, Jobstown, Killinarden,


Moorefield and Oldchurch estates participating in urban art projects


aimed at reducing/eliminating graffiti.


The planting of hedging and climbing plants as a deterrent to


graffiti, has been an important part of the Arboricultural Programme


each year with the Parks Department planting areas of hedging and


climbing plants particularly along visually prominent boundary walls


fronting roads and open space areas e.g. in Aylesbury, Old Bawn,


Cookstown Road, Belgard Road, Springfield Area, etc. It is intended


to build on the success of recent years with a targeted planting


programme to deal with locations of persistent graffiti activity


around the county where planting opportunities are available. The


planting works will be undertaken later this year as part of the


2009/2010 Arboricultural Programme.


QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to congratulate the Gardaí and Council Staff on


the success of the operations on Match Days at Tallaght Stadium


and will he make a statement.


REPLY:


Gardai at Tallaght will continue to work closely with Shamrock


Rovers, the FAI and visiting clubs as well as South Dublin County


Council and transport providers to ensure a safe and enjoyable


experience for all.


QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane


To ask the Gardai for a report in relation to anti -social behaviour


in 'named estates' in the Rathfarnham area


REPLY:

All aspects of criminal offences are being investigated. Attention is


paid at night regarding the congregation of gangs. The illegal


parking of vehicles at school times is monitored and appropriate


action taken when necessary.
The report was NOTED.

H6/1009
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge     and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q25 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/1009
HOUSING MAINTENANCE

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager will he give a report regarding housing maintenance and will he confirm that a Business Process Investigation was completed and outline the revised procedures he proposes to put in place to address the areas where inefficiencies were identified?

REPLY:

The Council has 8963 properties under its control.  121 (1.35%) of them are vacant.   The 
national average is 4% vacancy.   The average turnaround time for a vacant house currently 
is 13 weeks compared to17 weeks in January 2009 and the Council will continue to improve 
the relet time within existing resources.  


During the first two weeks of September Allocations Section awarded 7 new Tenancies and 8 
dwellings were surrendered for the same period.    This year  a total of 404 new tenancies 
 the have been allocated in 2009.  


Re-let repairs occur when a rented house becomes vacant and needs repairs to be carried 
out before it can be handed over to the next tenant.  Re-let repairs are carried out by a 
combination of direct labour and works assigned to contractors. 


Relets: 2007      2008      2009 (to September)
              
 159        182          160 

The Housing re-let programme is an area which incorporates the input of Allocations, Estate 
Management, Anti Social and Tenant Liaison as well as Maintenance / Depot.  Generally 
speaking the houses handed back are in bad condition and require a variety of repairs to be 
carried out.  Apart from the physical work to be done to the houses there are 
often difficulties in allocating some of these houses because of their location and the 
unwillingness of applicants in receipt of Rent Supplement to move from their current private 
rented 
accommodation.  Also when the work is complete there is a need to obtain a BER 
cert for the property before it can be relet.  These aspects are relevant in the turnaround 
time. 


Housing maintenance is responsible for managing and maintaining the councils rented 
housing stock. There are two depots from which direct labour maintenance repairs are 
carried out, one in Jobstown, Tallaght, the other in Unit 10 Crag Avenue Clondalkin.  
Maintenance section received 22,964 Maintenance Request Forms (MRF) in 2008.  22,455 or 
98% of them were completed.  The average number received per month was 1940.


This year there was a need to achieve resource savings which included a complete 
elimination of overtime.  A Cost Benefit Analysis is needed to appraise the cost effectiveness 
of the current process and compare with alternatives.  Key to this is an efficiency appraisal to 
establish and achieve positive outcomes and more efficient use of existing resources as well 
as the need to dedicate staff to response maintenance.   A Business Process Investigation 
has been completed and identified the need for the enhancement of the efficiency and 
organization of the Housing Depot with improved survey and on-site management protocols 
together with dedicated teams to deal with the identified and agreed works to be carried 
out. There is also an identified need to assign staff to pro-active sourcing of tenants at the 
earliest possible stage and within the timeframes agreed for the completion of works on the 
unit. These new procedures can be put in place to improve the operations and can be 
achieved within existing resources. 

Bottom of Form

Q2/1009
DUAL CARRIAGEWAY MAINTENANCE

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager can he confirm that there has been a 20 fold increase to costs in services like grass cutting on road meridians since the new intrepretation of Health & Safety Act following the Ashbourne meeting of County Managers and will he make a statement on the financial and other implications of this on South Dublin County Council?


REPLY:

The maintenance of dual carriageways and motorways now require extensive traffic 
measures to be undertaken to ensure the safety of both the public and staff working on the 
roads. These are detailed in the Department of Transport, Traffic Signs Manual, Chapter 8.  
To comply with these regulations the Council has contracted in the services of crash cushion 
and advanced warning vehicles and trained staff required, to set up the signage 
and guarding required, when undertaking grass cutting on the medians of dual 
carriageways.  When taking into account all of the above which necessitates pre-cutting 
planning and setup, on site guarding during works and removal on completion, it is estimated 
that a fifteen to twenty fold increase will arise.
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Q3/1009
GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager in view of the recent official opening of a data centre for Microsoft in Grangecastle Business Park will he give a report outlining the work and investment that involved this Council in creating these exceptional and sought after modern facilities?


REPLY:

In the early 1990’s the Council recognised the need to develop and promote industrial 
Development and job opportunities in the West Dublin area.  The Council had over the years, 
acquired a sizeable land holding in the Clondalkin area which has been earmarked for 
Housing, Roads, Community & Industrial purposes. The Industrial land which is now Granges 
Castle has been and is marketed inconjuction with IDA Ireland with a view to attracting 
major multi-national companies with high employment opportunities into South Dublin. 


To date seven contracts have been entered into and with the result that the Park is fully 
serviced and is a strategic turn key site in the Dublin Area for FDI and Major Indigenous 
Projects


Over the years through the strategic purchase of adjoining lands the area of the Park has 
increased dramatically and now extends to over some 500 acres. 


This vision and commitment of resources by the Members and Council management in 
developing a world class business park succeeded with the announcement in 2000 that the 
Wyeth BioPharma Campus was to locate in Grange Castle. 


This was followed by the arrival of Takeda Pharma Ireland Ltd, Aryzta AG (Cuisine De 
France) and the recent opening of Microsoft of their first Data Centre outside of America has 
added further to the reputation and prestige of Grange Castle Business Park. 


It is the Policy of the Council that the Park is developed to the highest modern standards of 
design and construction and that the Park is presented to suitable clients as a risk free 
opportunity for development. 


The costs incurred to date on land acquisition and provisions of infrastructure are 
as follows: 


Land Aquistions                                        €41,1945,676.40


Site investigations                                            €668,597.07


Promotional/Misc (Master Plan etc)                 €3,071,829.49


Consultants                                                    €3,202,524.54


Contracts                                                      €43,147,036.42


Management Building                                     €290,703.42


With the income from disposals to date and other receipts is set out hereunder:

Wyeth                                                          €22,675,700.00


Takeda                                                           €7,246,223.00


Takeda 2                                                      €11,833,200.00


IAWS                                                             €8,299,289.00


Microsoft                                                    €10,206,000.00


ESAT                                                                €194,400.00


Eirocm                                                               €144,000.00


Services                                                         €3,470,283.00

                        


The remaining 300 acres approximately in the Park is now fully serviced and available to the 
market and represents a substantial asset both in land holding and financial potential to the 
Council. 


Ireland and South Dublin are facing competition worldwide in attracting major foreign direct 
investment and with ever increasing cost of services and labour the Council is now relying 
more on the strategic location and quality of services of Grange Castle Business Park. 


It is important that the Council continue to keep pace with international developments and 
provide an overall environment of high quality development and landscaping with all the 
associated facilities and infrastructure.  The strategic investment in infrastructure has 
significantly enhanced the park and enables the IDA to use this investment as a successful 
marketing tool when identifying and sourcing foreign direct investment.  It has also resulted 
in the creation of a long term asset to the Council.  These enhancements are essential to 
enable the Council to continue to deliver superior facilities and remain in the forefront of 
Business Park provisions and remain competitive on a worldwide scale in attracting major 
inward investment. 


As already stated Grange Castle Business Park continues to be marketed internationally by 
IDA Ireland.  It is one of only four strategic sites for large scale inward investment in the 
Country and the Council works in close co-operation with IDA on all FDI projects which are 
considering locating Ireland. 
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Q4/1009
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe
To ask the Manager in view of the downturn in economic activity in the County can he give a report and outline if there is sufficient space available for the demand from small business for incubator premises in the County?


REPLY:

The Council is actively involved in the promotion of local enterprise and over the last 10 years 
has through its own efforts or in co-operation with other agencies e.g Enterprise Ireland has 
constructed local enterprise centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue in Clondalkin and at 
Brookfield and  Killinarden in Tallaght . 


 These Centres aim to provide low cost start-up units with the necessary management 
supports, catering for a broad spectrum of  services and trades.  It is anticipated that as skill 
levels, business acumen and workforce increase in the individual businesses, the successful 
entrepreneurs will move on , thereby broadening the scope of start up aid and creating new 
business opportunities for local people.


 The Centres for the most part contain workspace, office, training ,conference and meeting 
rooms with no. of units provided in the main Centres as follows;


 Brookfield - 38 units


Killinarden – 48 units


 Bawnogue – 45 units


Neilstown – 6 units 


 There is a proposal to extend the Neilstown Centre by provision of three additional units 
 
 subject to funding being available. Planning permission has been obtained for this proposed 
 development.

 
The provision of these Centres was promoted by the Council under the EU-South Dublin 
URBAN Initiative and represented a significant investment of over €11m in Tallaght and 
Clondalkin.


 The Council also provided site/premises for two other Enterprise Centres at Bolbrook  and 
St. Dominic’s Road in Tallaght 

 
The Centres at Brookfield, Killinarden and Bolbrook are operated by Partas and the Centres 
at Neilstown and Bawnogue are operated by Action Community and Enterprise Ltd. 


There is also provision in the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme for the construction of  2 
enterprise centres. Each centre is to be at least 1,500 sq.m. in size. The purpose of the 
enterprise centres is to provide office, studio & workshop accommodation backed up by 
support & training facilities for local business start-ups. One of the two enterprise centres is 
to be an ICT enterprise centre incorporating incubation centre, third level outreach centre 
& a SME education support centre. 


It is also  proposed to set up a network of intellectual enterprise zones throughout the 
County where individuals can use the space on a ‘time share basis’ to run and operate their 
business and where persons on the live register can develop added value skills.  In tandem 
with the physical space it is proposed to develop a virtual business campus or intellectual 
enterprise zones where research can be carried out into the cost of doing business and 
innovative new technologies will be pursued with a view to creating new business 
opportunities.  This space will also afford participants to engage in a community of practice 
and network with like minded individuals. 
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Q5/1009
ALLOTMENTS

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the widespread demand for allotments in the County can he give a report outlining the initial cost and maintenance, the rental returns, the waiting list per allotment and his future plans if any to meet this growing demand from residents?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council provides 245 allotments , which are allocated throughout the 
County.     

	Facility Location
	Total No. of Plots
	Size

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	27
	100 Sq Mtrs

	Mill Lane, Palmerstown
	73
	120 Sq Mtrs 

	Friarstown , Bohernabreena
	20
	100 Sq Mtrs

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	100
	120 Sq Mtrs

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	12
	250 Sq Mtrs

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	13
	100 Sq Mtrs 



There is an overall waiting list of approximately 380 at present for allotments.


The Council has examined the potential to extend the current Allotment Scheme throughout 
the County, and it has been agreed to extend the allotment facility at Friarstown, 
Bohernabreena.  This extension of Friarstown is currently being examined and it is expected 
works will proceed in the near future. It is anticipated that an extra 105 allotments will be 
provided at this location at an estimated cost of €47,000.  


The rental income from the letting of the allotments amounts to €10,788.50 in the current 
year.


Notwithstanding the above, the Parks & Landscape Services Department is examining areas 
within parks and Council owned lands where new allotments might be appropriate 
throughout the County.


In conjunction with this examination a full review of all aspects of the Council's Allotment 
Scheme including development costs, maintenance and management costs and the letting 
fee structure is also being undertaken with a view to facilitating the rollout of additional sites
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Q6/1009
BONFIRES

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he give a report outlining the new, positive and pro active measures being planned by this Council and other State bodies to combat anti social behaviour, unwanted bonfires on Green spaces and their clean up bills, in the lead up to and during the Halloween Festivities?

REPLY:

The following initiatives are being carried out by Environmental 
Awareness regarding 
bonfire awareness this year:

· Bonfire Awareness Posters distributed to the following: 

· All the secondary schools in the County 

· Community Centres, 

· Libraries, 

· South Dublin County Tourism, Hallowfest

· Halloween Mask & Decoration Workshops - Make masks from recycled 
materials with environmental education/talk on bonfire safety and hazards in 
Ballyroan Library  - Monday 19th  October 3.30pm -5pm – Primary School Age 8-10 
years, 1 class  and Lucan Library on Friday 23rd October 10am-11.30am – Primary 
School Age 8-10 years, 1 class 

· School Talks re Bonfire Awareness. Tallaght Community Garda will be organise 
talks in schools in relation to safety around bonfires.  In addition the Dublin Fire 
Brigade have said that they will provide talks to 1st & 2nd class in secondary schools 
that request them.  1st & 2nd class in secondary schools throughout the County will 
be informed about the opportunity to request a talk. 


The Council is confident that this approach will serve to reduce the volume and spread of 
materials used to feed bonfires throughout the County however, staff from the Councils Parks 
Department are currently and will continue to be fully employed leading up to Halloween 
night on removing bonfire material from regional parks, public open spaces and housing 
lands throughout the county.
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Q7/1009
UNWANTED BONFIRES

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he consider in view of the growing clean up costs each year, placing extra resources in place to help eradicate unwanted bonfires in public parks and green spaces throughout the County, in the lead up to and during the Halloween period?


REPLY:

The many proactive initiatives being undertaken by South Dublin County Council 
Environmental Services Department aimed at creating Environmental Awareness leading up 
to the Halloween period have been outlined under Item 20412 (Q. 6) to this meeting. The 
Council is confident that this approach will serve to reduce the volume and spread of 
materials used to feed bonfires throughout the County however, staff from the Councils Parks 
Department are currently and will continue to be fully employed leading up to Halloween 
night on removing bonfire material from regional parks, public open spaces and housing 
lands throughout the county.
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Q8/1009
UPDATE ON OUTSTANDING SCHOOLS

QUESTION:  D. Keating

To ask the Manager to write to the Minister for Education and Science to seek a written and detailed report from the Minister on all outstanding school projects within this county, including new schools, requirement for buildings where currently there are prefabricated structures, school extensions, sports halls etc., on an area by area basis, and that the Manager would also request the Minister to set out in detail the predicted time scale for each project?

REPLY:

If the question is approved, the matter will be referred to the Minister for Education and 
Science and when a reply is received the Councillor will be notified accordingly.
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Q9/1009
CARS FOR SALE

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to provide an up-to-date report on the results of the Manager's work following the introduction of the regulation prohibiting the parking of cars for sale on public places in our county, including greens, grass verges, footpaths etc., and that the Manager would report in detail on an area by area basis?

REPLY:
Section 71 of the Roads Act 1993 provides that it is an offence to place or retain a vehicle used for the purposes of advertising, the sale of goods, the provision of services or other similar purpose on a public road/ footpath/grass margin or any public property without the authorisation of the Roads Authority. Following consideration by the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee, a draft policy initiative was developed which was recommended for approval by the SPC at its meeting held on 8th November 2007. The Council at its meeting held on 10th December 2007 adopted and approved the recommendation of the SPC and the policy has been continuously implemented as resources allowed since.

Every premises which sells or offers motor vehicles for sale in the County has been visited on many occasions and verbal warnings, written warnings and final warnings have been issued as necessary. The co-operation of the Gardai in visiting these premises in conjunction with the Council Officials must be acknowledged and every opportunity was extended to firms to bring their operations into line with the provisions of the legislation. However despite the extensive campaign by the Council some firms continued to place vehicles in the public domain in contravention of Section 71. 

Accordingly as provided for under the provisions of Section 71. the Council has exercised the option of seizing the vehicles which are in breach of the legislation. A large number of seizures have taken place in most areas of the County. Compliance with the legislation has improved since the Council commenced seizing vehicles however a small number of premises continue to cause difficulties. A review of the operations carried out to date is underway in conjunction with the Gardai to determine whether a further policy initiative is required and a report on this matter will be made to a future meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee in due course. However the Council continues to monitor the situation. If any member of the Council is aware of any premises that are being operated in breach of section 71, it would be appreciated if the details, including make, model and registration numbers of the vehicles involved could be supplied to the Roads Department.
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Q10/1009
LIAISON WITH KCC

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to report on what liaising takes place with other adjoining local authorities in the interest of consistency on planning, say for example in the case of planning issues relating to an aerodrome on lands common to South Dublin County Council and Kildare County Council?

REPLY:

Section 71 of the Roads Act 1993 provides that it is an offence to place or retain a vehicle 
used for the purposes of advertising, the sale of goods, the provision of services or other 
similar purpose on a public road/ footpath/grass margin or any public property without the 
authorisation of the Roads Authority. Following consideration by the Transportation Strategic 
Policy Committee, a draft policy initiative was developed which was recommended for 
approval by the SPC at its meeting held on 8th November 2007. The Council at its meeting 
held on 10th December 2007 adopted and approved the recommendation of the SPC and the 
policy has been continuously implemented as resources allowed since.


Every premises which sells or offers motor vehicles for sale in the County has been visited on 
many occasions and verbal warnings, written warnings and final warnings have been issued 
as necessary. The co-operation of the Gardai in visiting these premises in conjunction with 
the Council Officials must be acknowledged and every opportunity was extended to firms to 
bring their operations into line with the provisions of the legislation. However despite the 
extensive campaign by the Council some firms continued to place vehicles in the public 
domain in contravention of Section 71. 


Accordingly as provided for under the provisions of Section 71. the Council has exercised the 
option of seizing the vehicles which are in breach of the legislation. A large number of 
seizures have taken place in most areas of the County. Compliance with the legislation has 
improved since the Council commenced seizing vehicles however a small number of premises 
continue to cause difficulties. A review of the operations carried out to date is underway in 
conjunction with the Gardai to determine whether a further policy initiative is required and a 
report on this matter will be made to a future meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee in 
due course. However the Council continues to monitor the situation. If any member of the 
Council is aware of any premises that are being operated in breach of section 71, it would be 
appreciated if the details, including make, model and registration numbers of the vehicles 
involved could be supplied to the Roads Department.
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Q11/1009
LUAS & METRO PROJECTS

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to agree to write to the Minister for Transport seeking clarification on the target dates for the delivery of LUAS and Metro projects in South Dublin County Council?


REPLY:

If the question is approved, the matter will be referred to the Minister for Transport and 
when a reply is received the Councillor will be notified accordingly.
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Q12/1009
LITTER

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to report on the provision of additional litter bins in our regional parks, and signage in our estates on litter related matters, including dog litter control, arising from the serious increases in litter, especially when Council staff overtime and weekend work has been curtailed?

REPLY:

The erection of signage in relation to litter and dog fouling is part of the role of the Anti Litter 
Warden however they have refused to erect such signs as part of their normal working day 
since the reduction in overtime.  This and other matters are part of an on-going discussion 
within the Labour Relations Commission arena.  The alleged increases in litter due to 
reductions in overtime/weekend work have not been substantial and these areas are 
inspected regularly by senior staff at weekends.   Normal working hours of Cleansing staff 
are sufficient to meet requirements when combined with rostered Anti-Litter Warden work 
and the provision of recycling initiatives.  There is also a proposal, in conjunction with other 
communitiy organisations, to run a campaign to try and influence behaviour and prevent 
littering by individuals in the first instance.  The development of the new social credits 
initiative should also impact in terms of motivating people to maintain litter free status within 
their areas.


The Council’s position on litter and dog waste in parks is that people should be encouraged 
to take their litter/dog waste home with them on the basis that our parks do not contain 
generators of litter such as shops, for example.  The Council has to date limited the 
installation of bins in parks which do not have a continuous staff presence; without which, 
bins can become full and if not emptied frequently, can add to the general clutter and poor 
appearance of the park.  


In addition, it is the Council's experience that where bins have been provided in parks in the 
past they tend to act as a focal point for gatherings. In these circumstances, the bins are 
often subjected to persistent vandalism which results in the removal of the bin.  The matter 
of providing additional bins in selected locations is under review having regard to available 
resources to manage them.
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Q13/10009
COUNCIL HOUSING QUALITY STANDARDS

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to report in detail on what measures are being taken to ensure that this Council's house building programmes contain provisions to ensure that the Council's housing is of such quality that will contribute to an acceptable quality of life for residents?

REPLY: 


Council housing scheme design overall is guided principally by two Dept. Of Environment 
publications - Building Sustainable Communities (Dec 2005) and Quality Housing For 
Sustainable Communities (2007). The latter document is based , among other sources, 
on urban lessons developed in Adamstown and other South Dublin schemes as acknowledged 
by the Department itself. New schemes are presented firstly to the relevant Area Committee 
for comment . Consultation takes place before, during and frequently after the Part 8 process 
to refine the design and agree changes if necessary. Every effort is made to ensure a 
sustainable, safe and good quality housing environment for the young families who come to 
live in Council homes.
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Q14/1009
2010 FUNDING FOR HOUSING GRANTS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager how much funding would be required in the 2010 budget to ensure all agreed in principle applications for grants such as the housing aid for older people, housing adaption grant for persons with a disability, mobility aid grant and the disabled persons grant that have currently not commenced due to lack of funding and other reasons are carried out during 2010 and can he/she make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government introduced the Housing 
Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability, Mobility Aid Grant Scheme and the 
Housing Aid for Older People Grant Scheme  with effect from 01/11/07.  These schemes 
replaced the Disabled Persons Grant & Essential Repairs Grant Schemes in relation to private 
dwellings. Funding for the new grants is comprised of  80% of total expenditure provided by 
the Department and 20% of total expenditure provided from the Council's own resources. 
The total combined approved expenditure for grants for alterations  and adaptations to 
private homes by the Department for 2009 is €4,545,000. Included in this figure was a 
provision for  €640,000 in respect of old applications under the now discontinued Disabled 
Persons and Essential Repairs Grants Schemes. Under those schemes, the Council is required 
to provide for one third of the total expenditure from its own resources. 


The Council has approved 187 Housing Adaptation Grants, 20 Mobility Aid Grants and 83 
Housing Aid for Older People Grants to date in 2009.  The total value of those applications 
which have received agreement in principle, i.e. those applications which have received 
managerial approval, is approximately €528,000. The Council is prioritising these applications 
and on the basis of current budgetary provision, sufficient funding should in the 
main be available within the 2009 budget with any balance being funded from the 2010 
allocation. The Council's 2009 allocation has been spent or committed at this time.In addition 
to those applications which have received approval, the Council currently has 239 Housing 
Adaptation Grant applications, 11 Mobility Aids Grant applications and 76 Housing Aid for 
Older People Grant applications on hand which are at various stages of processing. These 
applications will be assessed in accordance with the guidelines set out by the Department of 
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding prioritisation. 


The level of grant funding  available to the Council for 2010 is unlikely to be approved by the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and notification issued to 
the Council until early 2010.
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Q15/1009
JUNK COLLECTIONS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager to state whether the annual junk collections are due to take place this autumn prior to the Halloween period or has financial considerations resulted in the service being cut and can he/she make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

It has been necessary to impose budgetary constraints on disrectionary areas of expenditure 
due to the financial situation that this Council is in and accordingly no provision has been 
made in the Revised Budget 2009 for junk collections.  WEEE Ireland and CCRI (Clondalkin 
Community Recycling Initiative) both offer a collection service to households.  These 
collections have, in the past, been made possible through the employment of temporary staff 
and in addition to the budgetary constraints there is also a national embargo on such 
employment.  It is however worth noting that there has been an on-going reduction in the 
level of material collected in the course of this service:-

	Junk Collection 2005-2007
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005

	Total number of houses serviced
	21,450
	21,500
	24,511
	21,285

	Total cost
	€590,060
	€535,536
	€444,354
	€423,196  

	Tonnage collected
	1,333
	1,637
	1,574 
	1,705  

	Cost per house
	€27.45
	€24.91
	€18.13
	€19.88  



WEEE Ireland and CCRI - Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative both offer a service to 
households on the collection of electrical goods.  It is also worth noting that the Dublin led 
initiative of Freetrade has seen a considerable growth over recent years 


In August 2009 Google Analytics[1] recorded 129,630 visits to the website making it the 
busiest month of 2009 to date. The monthly figures for June, July and August 2009 are 
compared to the same time period for 2008.

 Website hits to DublinWaste.ie (Source: Google Analytics) 

Website hits to DublinWaste.ie (Source: Google Analytics)
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This initiative promotes re-use and reduces the material so is therefore a far more 
sustainable service to householders and to the region and impacts in reducting  the amount 
of bulk waste which can building up in households and in reducting the material diverting to 
landfill.   Some of the highlights of this website include the following:- 

· DublinWaste.ie has had over 4,010,811 million visits since its launch in 2004. 

· DublinWaste.ie now has over 30,400 members. 

· A total of 22,800 items have been reused through FREE Trade since August 2006. 

· PutLitterInItsPlace has received over 2,900 visits since its launch in February 2009. 

· DublinWaste.ie has had over 325,000 unique visitors in 2009 to date 

 Q16/1009
CLEAN-UPS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager to inform the Council whether pro social activities namely community clean-ups are continuing to be facilitated by this Council through the distribution of brushes, bags, paint etc taking into account this is a front line service and the various positive outcomes which arise from these Community events?

REPLY:

It has been necessary to impose budgetary constraints on discretionary areas 
of 
expenditure due to the financial situation that this Council is in and as a 
contribution to this, 
materials distributed by the Environmental Services have been necessarily curtailed.  
However this service was being offered by two Departments and is now streamlined with 
the Housing Tenant Participation in Estate Management Service continuing to offer the 
service and working along side the Environmental Services staff to support community 
organisations in ensuring that they can keep their areas well maintained.  In addition the 
development of the social credit programme will provide further incentives to groups when it 
is launched in 2010.
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Q17/1009
CHILDRENS SERVICES

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for details of the membership and workings of the South Dublin Children's Services Committee and to ask for an update on the implementation to date of the committee's work-plan?

REPLY:

The membership of the South Dublin Children’s Services Committee is:

Hugh Kane (HSE) Chairperson,  Joe Horan (SDCC) Aileen O’Donoghue (CPLN), Jean Rafter 
(NEWB), Colette McLoughlin (HSE), Enda Halpin (HSE), Liz O’Donoghue (Probation), Gerry 
Delmar (Gardai) , John Moloney (DES), Mairin O’Sullivan (DES), Doreen Mac Gowan (HSE), 
Ruth Shortall (SDCC), Marie Griffin (Co. Dub. VEC), Francis Chance (Barnardos), Billy Coman 
(SDCC), Marian Quinn (CDI), Michelle McConnon (NCSE), Dave Willow (AMNCH), Adrian 
Charles (HSE), Anna Lee (Dodder Valley P’ship), Pat Conroy (Lucena) Ann Marie Sheehan 
(NEPS), Margaret Maher (Archways) 

Maria Donohoe is the South Dublin Children Services Co-Ordinator.

South Dublin Children’s Services Committee, established in May 2007, meets monthly. Its 
committee members are drawn from a number of statutory and non-statutory organisations 
working in the South Dublin area.  It currently has 6 sub-groups, (Education and 
Development, Safe and Secure, Child Welfare, Child Protection and Family Support, 
Communications Data and Planning, Interagency Casework and Participation)  which also 
meet monthly to progress various elements of the Committee’s workplan.  

The Committee activity from 2008 – present:  

Organisations involved:                                                                           17

Committee membership                                                                           23

Subgroup membership                                                                             65

No of organisations represented                                                               25

No of Committee meetings 2008 to date                                                   18

No of sub-group meetings 2008 to date                                             
    64

*No of NCSIG meetings attended at OMCYA                                              11

No of other meetings at OMCYA                                                                 9 

Presentations to groups                                                                          11

Conferences/Seminars attended                                                                 6

* County Manager Joe Horan represents the SDCCC on the National Children’s Strategy 
Implementation Board 

Much progress has been made particularly over the past few months as the group moves into 
implementation phase.  Projects such as the Alternative Response Model (ARM), the Critical 
Incident Protocol, the Well Connected pilot study, the Quality of Life Mapping project,  the 
Safe and Secure project with CDI in Tallaght West, the development of a protocol on sharing 
information on case work has led to increased consultation levels with Senior Managers, 
Frontline staff and the public. 
 
 Some Project Examples are: 
 
1.      The Alternative Response Mode and Critical Incident protocol

The Alternative Response Model (ARM) recognises that families in need may have a wide 
range of service requirements.  ARM facilitates greater participation by a range of statutory 
and non-statutory agencies in supporting families who are considered low-risk. The approach 
allow families to step up to increased services and monitoring, or step down to less 
intervention, as their needs change (determined by ongoing assessment). 

The implementation of the ARM Project is being led by the HSE and the CSC, and involves a 
management committee, whose membership is drawn from a number of agencies such as 
the Gardai, SDCC, National Educational Welfare Board, Barnardos, Daughters of Charity, 
PAKT, Department of Education and Science, National Educational Psychological Services, 
Lucena Clinic, Schools, Addiction Services and Youth Services. The pilot phase of the 
programme is being carried out with the Children and Families Social work and Child care 
Department, Dublin South West.  

The Children’s Acts Advisory Board has indicated its support for this project by making 
funding available to support an evaluation of the project by the National University of Galway 
(NUIG) and a study visit to Derry on the 22nd October by the ARM Management team to meet 
with health care workers engaged in a similar project for the past 6 years.  It will also fund 
the development and delivery of a training programme on the Information sharing protocol 
by a Coordinator.    

The fund is lodged with Barnardos who will administer it on behalf of the CSC. 

Critical Incident Protocol

A critical incident is defined as any incident that overwhelms a local community’s capacity to 
support children[1] and their carers affected by events such as murder, suicide, extremely 
violent assault, witnessing or experiencing an incident involving firearms, sudden death in a 
public/community setting, serious accidents e.g. fires, drowning, road traffic accidents.

The CSC has developed a protocol for dealing with such incidents with the implementation of 
a coordinated multi-agency approach. 
 
There now are 2 Critical Incident Management Teams (CMIT) working in HSE areas 4 and 5 
and they have dealt with 3 cases to date. The development of the Critical Incident protocol 
involved consultation with over 100 frontline staff in two sessions held in the Council 
Chamber, South Dublin County Council.
  
2.     Data sharing and the Quality of life mapping projects

A Data sharing protocol has been devised and circulated for sign off to organisational 
members of the SDCSC and to the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
(OMCYA).  The Communications, Data and Planning sub-group has also developed a paper 
on Data Harvesting for the OMCYA which could have very positive outcomes for the collection 
of data and the reduction of costs for all agencies. 

CSO data, in mapped format, and specific to South Dublin, is now available to all members of 
the CSC and its subgroup members as the result of collaboration in the work of the Quality of 
Life mapping Team, a project team based at South Dublin County Council. 

The Early Childhood Care and Education scheme with the processing of applications by the 
County Childcare Committee (a member of the CSC) has facilitated an extra dimension to the 
Quality of Life Mapping project.  Working with the Quality of Life Team the County Childcare 
Committee will provide data on providers of the free Pre-school year service.  This data will 
be of use to parents seeking a place for their child. 

Approximately 1/3 of the time of the Quality of Life mapping project team is spent on 
working on the collection of data for the CSC and meeting with staff from other organisations 
such as the Departments of Social and Family Affairs, Education and Science and the Health 
Atlas staff at the HSE.  
 
3.                   Participation and the Well Connected Toolkit
 
Over the past number of years public sector organisations and other community 
organisations have been urged to engage to a far greater extent with their local 
communities, service users, families and children  in the planning and decision making 
process of local policy and plans. 

As part of its work the South Dublin Children’s Services Committee identified a self 
assessment tool which can enable organisations develop an approach to facilitating 
community involvement.  This tool, know as the Well Connected Toolkit was piloted and 
evaluated  in conjunction with  the CPLN Partnership and the Children and Families Social 
work and Child care Department, Dublin South West, with the aid of funding from Combat 
Poverty.  The research and pilot phase of the Well Connected Toolkit has been completed 

A seminar has been organised for the 8th October for Senior Managers.  The purpose of the 
seminar is to introduce the Well Connected toolkit as a method of assessing and improving 
participation of children, their families and relevant community organisations in the design, 
planning, delivery and monitoring of services and enable implementation of the process in 
member organisations.  Facilitators to progress this roll out also will be drawn from member 
organisations. 
 
4.                   Directory of Services for frontline staff and Sharing information on Children 


and Families

Directory

One of the actions of the Interagency sub-group is to produce a Directory of Services for 
frontline staff.  It is intended that every frontline worker, who works with children and 
families in the South Dublin County Council area,  will have access to accurate information on 
the services they may need to access for the clients they meet on a daily basis. Collection of 
information for Directory is nearing completion.  The next step is collation, checking and 
publication.   

Sharing information on Children and Families

A key element to interagency working is the sharing of information between agencies in a 
way that is lawful, appropriate and respects the rights of the individuals involved. It is 
recognised that sharing information is essential to effectively addressing the needs of 
children and families. While practitioners recognise the importance of information sharing in 
some situations they feel constrained from sharing information by uncertainty about when 
they can do so lawfully, especially in early intervention and preventive work where 
information sharing decisions may be less clear cut than in child protection.

The Interagency sub group has developed a document Sharing information about Children & 
Families; Guidelines for Practitioners and Managers. The document has been discussed by a 
number of frontline staff and after the final consultation will be sent to the Data Protection 
Officer for examination in October.  This protocol will then be made available nationally.
Q18/1009
CREATIVE DUBLIN ALLIANCE

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report on South Dublin County Council's current and planned involvement with the 'Creative Dublin Alliance’?

REPLY:

The Creative Dublin Alliance is a network of diverse leaders that meet to discuss and 
implement solutions in response to the challenges that Dublin faces as an internationally 
competitive city region. It is a collaboration between Dublin Local Authorities, Colleges, State 
Agencies, Business and the Not-for-Profit sector.


INNOVATION DUBLIN is a week long festival of workshops, events and showcases 
highlighting and encouraging innovation and creativity in the city is an initiative of the 
Creative Dublin Alliance and is being co-ordinated by Dublin’s Local Authorities, Business 
Groups, Colleges, Organisations and individuals. It will run from the 14th to the 20th of 
October 2009.  South Dublin County Council is undertaking an active rolet in celebrating 
Innovation Dublin week. www.SouthDublinInnovates.ie lists the events taking place in 
South Dublin County during Innovation Dublin week. All participants are welcome in the 
event(s).


South Dublin County Council is committed to the development of innovation and creativity in 
the County and the wider region and will be an active participant and contributer to the work 
of the Alliance.
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Q19/1009
DUBLIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACTION PLAN

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on measures proposed by South Dublin County Council as part of the implementation of the ‘Dublin City Region Economic Development Action Plan’?

REPLY:

The Economic Development Action plan for the Dublin City region, launched in July, is the 
culmination of work that has been carried out under the auspices of the four Dublin 
Managers in conjunction with the Dublin Regional Authority and other stakeholders.


The Action Plan sets out a total of 36 actions, of which South Dublin County Council is 
directly contributing to 18.


For a number of actions, South Dublin County Council’s contribution is through on-going 
liaison with stakeholders, state agencies and other local authorities. However, there are two 
particular avenues that the Council has been pursuing in giving a structured and coherent 
response to the Economic Action Plan;

· Intellectual Development Zones and;

· The Review of the County Development Plan.


Intellectual Enterprise Zones


These are areas where there is the capability of promoting innovation. They are limited in 
extent, spatially, but need to be connected directly into the major concentrations of services 
and population. An example of such a location would be in Tallaght town centre where there 
is, not only, the capability of linking into the IT, Hospital but the area is well serviced and 
connected. Central to the success of these areas is the capability of creating a ‘milieu of 
innovation’ where people have direct and easy access to each other and supporting services. 
Other areas in the County could be the Naas road area, east of the M50 and Adamstown.


As a practical direct response to affecting these zones the Council under the auspices of the 
Dublin Regional Authority, Fás and other stakeholders have recruited a co-ordinator. In 
conjunction within County Hall specific space has been provided and fitted out for the first of 
the intellectual zones. This space includes IT and other supports for those utilising the 
service.


South Dublin County Council is supporting innovation week with a series of events planned 
for  14th – 20th October


 In tandem work has been carried and is on-going with other stakeholders such as Fás to 
identify in the County those to which the above service should be targeted at, partcularly 
recently unemployed graduates..


The Review of the County Development Plan


The review of the County Development Plan gives a timely opportunity to consider the 
promotion of sustainable economic development in the context of the wider Economic 
Development Action Plan.


In order to promote sustainable and long lasting economic growth, the Draft Development 
Plan recognises the interdependence between four forms of capital accumulation. These are: 

· human or knowledge capital - the skills, knowledge, ingenuity and creativity of 
people; 

· physical capital - the stock of infrastructure that is used to produce goods and 
services e.g. machinery, buildings, transport and communications networks; 

· natural or environmental capital – naturally-provided assets and the quality of the 
surrounding environment within which people live and work; 

· social capital - the networks, connections, mutual trust and shared values and 
behaviours of the population. 


A coherent strategic framework is a core element of a development plan’s capability of 
responding to the above trends. Development of a more compact urban form and long term 
economic growth needs to broken down into a number of distinct elements- which revolve 
around- access, connection, choice, and amenity 


In South County Dublin the strategic development framework centre’s on:

· The maintenance and establishment of threshold populations at nodes of centrality, 
along corridors that are viably served by public transport, particularly rail based.  
This is already taking place through the development of SDZ’s at Clonburris and 
Adamstown; the Tallaght LAP and the forthcoming Naas road framework.

· The promotion of knowledge based employment and enterprise that integrate with 
these population nodes, particularly linking into public transport nodes. This will be 
balanced against the development of areas for industry that are less employee 
intensive but are instead dependent on good road links for movement of goods and 
material- particularly linked into the Outer ring road. 

· Giving meaning to open character of the west and south of the County, other than as 
a land bank for future urban development.



This development framework gives spatial effect to the Economic Action Plan through 

the promotion of spatial form of development that provides for continued 


economic development, 
promotes the trends towards the ‘ Smart Economy’ and 


provides for a quality of life that makes the County attractive to inward investment.


In practical support of the above the Draft County Development Plan sets out policies that 
seek to identify and promote a number of interlinked but distinct clusters of economic 
development. In essence there are three types of clusters;

· Intellectual development zones- These are areas where there is the capability of 
promoting innovation. They are limited in extend, spatially, but need to be connected 
directly into the major concentrations of services and population. An example of such 
a location would be in Tallaght town centre where there is, not only, the capability of 
linking into the IT, Hospital but the area is well serviced and connected. Central to 
the success of these areas is the capability of creating a ‘milieu of innovation’ where 
people have direct and easy access to each other and supporting services. Other 
areas in the County could be the Naas road area, east of the M50 and Adamstown.

· Overlaying the intellectual development zones are areas where there are a range of 
highly skilled, people intensive uses. These match the Enterprise priority one areas of 
north of the Tallaght town centre, and the Naas road. In short these clusters are 
ones where highly skilled workers operate in a range of industries.

· In the second tier areas there is the capacity to build on the existing established 
industrial areas and create a cluster of high end economic development based 
around FDI manufacturing and support industries. This area is in line with the 
technology crescent as outlined in the current plan between Grange Castle and City 
West.


By definition clusters are limited, concentrated and interlinked both between themselves and 
the wider city.


Conclusions


The Economic Development Action Plan sets out at a high level the moves needed to give 
effect to the ‘Smart Economy’ and the promotion of long term sustainable economic 
development. There is a need towards a more holistic and integrated approach that 
recognises that through attracting and maintaining a highly talented workforce, the economy 
will prosper.


This County is making significant contributions to this through promoting:

· a coherent and ordered strategic framework for the development of the County.

· The maintenance and improvement of an urban area, including linkages to the 
natural environment.

· Development of clusters of particular economic development based on an urban 
hierarchy.

Q20/1009
SPECIAL AMENITY AREAS

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to outline to members the full statutory process for making or extending a Special Amenity Area Order?

REPLY:

Statutory context - Planning and Development Act 2000

Sections 202 and 203 of the Act are relevant to the making or modification of an Order for 
an Area of special Amenity.


Section 202 provides in relation to Area of Special Amenity.


(1) Where, in the opinion of the planning authority, by reason of—

(a)  its outstanding natural beauty, or

(b)  its special recreational value,

and having regard to any benefits for nature conservation, an area should be declared 
under this section to be an area of special amenity, it may, by resolution, make an 
order to do so and the 
order may state the objective of the planning authority in relation 
to the preservation or enhancement of the character or special 
features of the area, 
including objectives for the prevention or limitation of development in the area.
 
(2) Where it appears to the Minister that an area should be declared under this section 
to 
be an area of special amenity by reason of—

(a) its outstanding natural beauty, or

(b) its special recreational value,

and having regard to any benefits for nature conservation, he or she may, if he or she 
considers it necessary, direct a planning authority to make an order under this section in 
relation to an area specified in the direction and may, if he or she thinks fit, require that 
objectives specified in the direction be included by the planning 
authority in the order in 
respect of matters and in a manner so specified, and if the Minister gives a direction 
under this subsection the planning authority concerned shall comply with the direction.

(3) An order made pursuant to a direction under subsection (2) 
shall be revoked or 
amended only with the consent of the Minister.

(4) An order under this section shall come into operation on being confirmed, whether with 
or without modification, under section 203 .

(5) Where the functional areas of two planning authorities are continuous, either authority 
may, with the consent of the other, make an order under this section in respect of an area in 
or partly in the functional area of the other.

(6) Any order under this section may be revoked or varied by a subsequent order under this 
section.

(7) Subject to subsection (3), a planning authority may, from time to time, review an 
order made under this section (excepting any order merely revoking a previous order), for 
the purpose of 
deciding whether it is desirable to revoke or amend the order.

Section 203 provides in relation to Area of Special Amenity.


203.—(1) As soon as may be after it has made an order under section 202 , a planning 
authority shall publish in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the 
order relates a 
notice—

(a) stating the fact of the order having been made, and describing the area to which it 
relates,

(b) naming a place where a copy of the order and of any map referred to therein may be 
seen during office hours,

(c) specifying the period (not being less than 4 weeks) within which, and the manner in 
which, objections to the order may be 
made to the planning authority, and

(d) specifying that the order requires confirmation by the Board and that, where any 
objections are duly made to the order and are not withdrawn, an oral hearing will be 
held and the objections will be 
considered before the order is confirmed.

(2) As soon as may be after the period for making objections has expired, the planning 
authority may submit the order made under section 202 to the Board for confirmation, 
and, when making any 
such submission, it shall also submit to the Board any objections to 
the order which have been duly made and have not been withdrawn.

(3) (a) If no objection is duly made to the order, or if all objections so made are withdrawn, 
the Board may confirm the order made 
under section 202 , with or without modifications, or 
refuse to confirm it.

(b) Where any objections to the order are not withdrawn, the Board shall hold an oral 
hearing and shall consider the objections, and 
may then confirm the order, with or without 
modifications, or refuse
to confirm it.

(4) Any reference in this Act, or any other enactment, to a special amenity area order shall 
be construed as a reference to an order 
confirmed under this section.

An area of outstanding natural beauty

Outstanding natural beauty is not defined in the legislation.   The concept of outstanding 
natural beauty is more often associated with spectacular landscapes like the Dublin 
Mountains, defined landscapes like the valley of the River Liffey, set within its well 
defined topographical valley, or panoramas like Dublin Bay at Killiney


An area of special recreational value

Special recreational value is not defined in the legislation.  The 
‘special recreational value’ 
concept can therefore be difficult to establish.   This would depend on the scale, 
frequency, 
tradition and ease of access for recreational use


Benefit for nature conservation

This is also not defined in the legislation, but it is generally accepted that it would apply 
where there was a recognised 
conservation designation, e.g. proposed Natural Heritage 
Area (pNHA), designated under the Wildlife legislation, or a designation under the EU 
Habitats Directive.


Procedure

In advance of the making of an Order under Section 202, the Planning Authority would have 
to carry out the necessary appropriate studies and investigations to establish and 
confirm that the land that the order relates to meets the statutory criteria set out in the 
legislation.  It would also be necessary to identify and assess the likely impacts and 
benefits of the making of an Order for an Area of Special Amenity.  Documentation from 
such studies and assessments would be required to support the process for 
confirmation of the Order, particularly if objections are made.   


Extending an Area of Special Amenity could be undertaken either by modifying an 
existing Order or by making a new Order.   Either approach would be subject to the same 
procedure of studies and investigations to confirm the statutory criteria, and the assessment 
of impacts and benefits.


An Order made at the direction of the Minister would be subject to both (i) the requirement 
to carry out studies and investigations to confirm the statutory criteria, and (ii) the 
assessment of impacts and benefits, as this would be required as supporting material for 
the 
Order to be confirmed, particularly if objections are made.
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Q21/1009
DRAFT BYE-LAWS FOR REGULATION OF CEMETARIES


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on the likely timeframe for the preparation and making of the proposed new cemeteries bye laws and to further ask for an outline of the matters which may be addressed in the proposed bye laws?

REPLY:

The Environment Department is currently preparing Draft Bye Laws for the Regulation of 
Cemeteries.  These Bye Laws will address such issues as Size of Grave Spaces, Exhumations, 
Register of burials, Purchase of Certificates and Erection of Monuments, the Establishment of 
Voluntary Committees etc.   It is anticipated that the Draft Bye-Laws  will be ready before the 
end of the year when they will be presented to the Members for discussion at the Strategic 
Policy Committee and following agreement onto the Council for adoption.  
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Q22/1009
TRAFFIC CALMING

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the background and statutory provisons underpinning the council's current policy on not installing traffic calming on roads classifed as distributor roads, including those distributor roads with direct access house-frontage? To advise why there are some distributor roads in the county with direct access house-frontage which already have traffic calming ramps and to also ask if and how this policy could be reviewed and possibly amended by the elected members?

REPLY:

The Roads hierarchy is such that distributor roads are used for inter-regional traffic 
facilitating local inter-connectivity and are designed to carry significant volumes of traffic, 
including appropriate HGV's and public service vehicle.  Generally bus services run along 
these distributor roads and the placing of traffic calming measures, such as ramps, will not 
only detrimentally effect buses and bus users but will also encourage motorists to divert from 
these routes to residential routes where they exist.  Best practice recommends that traffic 
calming is installed on a cell by cell basis on local roads bounded by distributor roads, in 
order to indicate to drivers the hierarchy of the road network and the most suitable route to 
use. 


Distributor roads also facilitate the distribution of traffic to the adjoining estates. Such routes 
are also used by the emergency vehicles (Ambulance, Fire Brigade, Gardai etc). It is not the 
Council's policy, since 2003, to provide traffic calming measures such as ramps on these 
routes.  


When the traffic calming programme commenced in 2003 a meeting was arranged with 
representatives from the emergency services.  It was their strong recommendation that 
traffic calming measures should not be installed on distributor roads as these routes are 
deemed crucial in facilitating the early arrival of these services at their destination.  This 
recommendation was adopted by the Transportation SPC at its meeting held on 30th 
January, 2003 and it is on this basis that the current traffic calming programme is 
progressing with the agreement of the three Area Committees and full Council.


One of the issues often highlighted in requests for traffic calming on distributor roads is that 
of speeding  and these are always  referred to the Gardai for their attention.
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Q23/1009
IEZ

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make an updated report on the Intellectual Enterprise Zones initiative?


REPLY:

It is proposed to set up a network of intellectual enterprise zones throughout the county 
where individuals can use the space on a ‘time share basis’ to run and operate their business 
and where persons on the live register can develop added value skills.  In tandem with the 
physical space it is proposed to develop a virtual business campus or intellectual enterprise 
zones where research can be carried out into the cost of doing business and innovative new 
technologies will be pursued with a view to creating new business opportunities.  This space 
will also afford participants to engage in a community of practice and network with like 
minded individuals.  The web presence be an interactive space where participants in the 
programme can feedback their observations, ask questions, register for various training 
programmes, interact with colleagues and book time/space in the Intellectual Enterprise Zone 
work space.  A feedback form on the open day is being developed as part of this work and 
will be circulated to all participants for their input.


The physical zones will be clustered at key locations throughout the County, namely in town 
centre locations with access to public infrastructure such as the LUAS.  The zones will initially 
be located in public buildings such as County Hall, Tallaght and the Civic Centre in Clondalkin 
and other community facilities throughout the County.


Scoping of ideas and meeting with Stakeholders

Initial meetings have been held with the Dublin Regional Director of FAS to scope out the 
possibility of designing specific interventions for those on the live register that are highly 
skilled and/or professionally qualified.  Meetings were also held with the managers of the 
Dodder Valley Partnership and Liffey Valley Partnerships to examine possible initiatives for 
medium and low skilled workers currently on the live register.  The County Enterprise Board 
and Chamber of Commerce have also been actively engaged examining businesses currently 
in the County and the barriers/opportunities to doing business effectively.


Subsequent meetings have been held with the local manager of Employment Services and 
manager of the Local Training Centre of FAS to begin to design a specific intervention.  The 
proposed scheme will follow the template of a LTI (Local training initiative) course where 
SDCC will be the corporate sponsors.


The courses will be delivered on site in SDCC’s facilities (training suite, library, digital media 
centre), designed by SDCC and funded by FAS.  The aim of the course will be to give highly 
skilled professionals new skills in the areas of technology, business management and 
entrepreneurial skills with a view to aiding individuals establish themselves as a SME.  In 
tandem with this specific intervention a piece of research will also be undertaken to examine 
the cost of doing business in the County and to look at ways to work smarter.


Attendees at the course will be invited to participate in forming research cells in their 
particular areas of expertise with a view to determining new and innovative ways to drive 
down the cost of doing business.


Following on from the series of meetings a working group has been established under the 
County Development Board to progress the actions as identified.  An open day was also 
planned to engage directly with a targeted group on the live register to gauge the level of 
interest in such a programme.  


Targeting the demographic

The initial programme was specifically targeted at those individuals currently on the live 
register that are highly skilled and/or professionally qualified.  Working in collaboration with 
the manager of the local Social Welfare Office we have extracted from the 100 categories of 
professions/jobs on their database those categories which equate to highly skilled and/or 
professional job categories.  There are 22 categories of this type.


 Social Welfare sent a mail shot (attached) directly to six hundred individuals from the 
following professions/skills:-


·        engineers & technologists


·         teachers


·        legal professionals


·        financial professionals


·        IT professionals


·        quantity surveyors


·        architects 


Informing them of this initiative and directed those interested to register on line at 
http://www.southdublin.ie/enterprisezone/enterprisezone-openday.html.  We 
had sixty registrations expressing an interest in attending the open day.  Following the 
registration process those interested were invited to upload their skills profile and outline 
what specific supports and/or training they feel they might require to facilitate their return to 
the workforce.  Interventions are also being examined and designed for the groups that fall 
into medium and low skill occupations.  These initiatives are being led by the Dodder Valley 
Partnership and the Liffey Valley Partnership.


Further to these specific initiatives, SDCC in partnership with The Synergy Centre, IT Tallaght 
will conduct research into the cost of doing business, barriers to setting up business in the 
County and the factors influencing a small company’s decision to remain in business, re-
locate or fold.  This research will be conducted by way of an online questionnaire hosted on 
www.sdublincoco.com and will be targeted at the 300 (approx.) SME’s that have 
graduated through Synergy’s training and mentoring programmes.  Synergy will contact all 
alumni of their programme and encourage them to participate in the research.


Open day

The open day was held on April 30th inst and fifty participants attended.  The programme for 
the day outlined the following:-

· Our vision for Intellectual Enterprise Zones 

· Enhanced professional skills 

· Future proofing your skills through a community of practice 

· Developing a tailor made training programme 

· Outlining participants’ rights and entitlements


The speakers on the day were representative of SDCC, FAS and Social Welfare.  There was 
excellent interaction on the day and the participants were afforded the opportunity to 
feedback their observations and thoughts on the open day, some of which was voiced on the 
day and others chose to send feedback through email.


 Inter Agency Coordinator & web presence

As indicated in previous reports the inter agency coordinator appointed by the CDB is 
working with the Council’s IT department to develop the web presence that will seek to 
engage with participants in the programme.  This web presence is an interactive space where 
participants in the programme can feedback their observations, ask questions, register for 
various training programmes, and interact with colleagues and book time/space in the 
Intellectual Enterprise Zone work space which has been fitted out and available for use by 
participants.


 Next steps
· The web presence is live.  

· A mail shot to 500 potential participants was issued in mid September. Approx 30 
responses have been received to date. The co-ordinator will be introducing these and 
other respondents to the virtual and physical facilities available from the project. 

· A further mail shot of 500 letters inviting participation has issued in the first week of 
October. 

·  Monitor participation in, and progress of, individuals in the programme.  

· Development of linkages with the partner organistions will continue. 

· Expand on identified demand for Intellectual Enterprise Zone provision.
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Q24/1009
PLAYGROUND PROGRAMME

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will make a progress report on the implementation of the Council's Five Year Playground Programme, including details of projects completed since the adoption of the Programme and anticipated progress in the period to the end of 2010?

REPLY:

The 5 Year Playground  Construction Programme was adopted by the Council in December 
2006 and arises from the Council’s Play Policy –  Developing Play in South Dublin County 
2006 – 2009.

The detail of the playground programme, as approved by the Council is set out below:

	Location
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Lucan Clondalkin


 
Two of the playgrounds listed on the programme have been completed and are now in public 
use. 


The playground at  Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght was opened to the public in March 2009 and 
the one at Rathfarnham Castle Park was opened in 2008.


 The provision of new playgrounds at Griffeen Valley Park, Tymon Park, Corkagh Park are at 
various stages.


 A Part 8 proposal for the development of the Griffeen Valley Park (Grange Lands) was 
advertised and adopted in June 2006. This proposal included for the provision of a 
playground as part of the development of the park. 


Design work on playgrounds at Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park is subject to identification 
of suitable sites. 


Design work on the proposed new playground at Tymon Park is scheduled to take place over 
the coming months. 


All of these projects are subject to the identification of finance as part of the Capital 
Programme. 


Playgrounds have also been provided under successive RAPID Playground Programmes at 
Quarryvale, Collinstown Park, Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, Brookfield, and Kiltalown. 
Unfortunately, the playground at Collinstown Park was subject to continuous  vandalism and 
had to be removed. 


 It should also be noted that a number of playgrounds have also been provided in the county 
by private developers e.g. at Adamstown, Balgaddy and Ballycullen.  


A new playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 2008.  


The Play Policy is due for general review this year and the experience gained to date, 
particularly in relation to unsupervised playgrounds, will be taken into account in this review. 
Consideration will also be given to the type of play facilities provided for children and also the 
provision of exercise facilities for adults. As part of this review, the Programme will be 
reviewed and updated. A programme for the review of the existing Play Policy will be 
presented to the Elected Members later in the year.
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Q25/1009
COUNCIL FACILITIES

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if the Department of Social and Family Affairs has made any requests to the Council to make available accommodation in Council facilities, such as Community Centres and Libraries, for use as locations to provide services, such as LES/Community Welfare services, to persons on the Live Register in the County, and if so what has been the Council's response?

REPLY:

Neither the Community Services Department nor Corporate and Library Services are aware of 
any request  by the Department of Social and Family Affairs to make accommodation in 
Community Centres / Libraries available to provide services to persons on the Live Register.

However the Council is willing to consider any such proposal.
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H7/1009
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8a/1009
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS OCT. 2009
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community Development and was CONSIDERED:

Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South 
Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy 
is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development 
Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of 
affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing 
units for eligible applicants through:-


(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


 (b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.


 (c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.


 The Property Path has sold 1559 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 

 
To date 345 applications have been received In respect of the 121 properties made available 
by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. 119 of these properties have now 
been closed. 


 In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  3 properties at Slade Castle, Saggart, 
Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the 
affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 


 The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the eligible 
applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of  3 properties at Slade Castle, Saggart, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003”.
H8b/1009
PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 37 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT,   DUBLIN  24
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) 
(No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Arthur and Mary 
Browne whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders 
Scheme. Arthur and Mary Browne have applied in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in 
the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From  
	Purchase Price

	37 Balrothery Estate Tallaght, Dublin, 24.  
	Arthur Browne Mary Browne  
	05/12/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea


	€379.00



J. Horan


_____________________


County Manager 
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney   and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of fee simple Interest in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Arthur and Mary Browne.  Arthur and Mary Browne have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum”.
H8c/1009
PROPOSED LAND EXCHANGE AT MONASTERY GATE/ RED COW/M50 ROUNDABOUT, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 – SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL AND CHERRYBRIDGE PROPERTIES LIMITED
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

Cherrybridge Properties Limited  developed an apartment complex adjacent to Monastery 
Gate and the Red Cow Roundabout known as Mount Talbot on foot of a planning permission 
some years ago. One of the conditions of the planning permission granted, required the 
developer to comply with the requirements of the Council’s Parks Department in relation to 
an exchange of lands with the Council as shown on Indicative Drawing No 08655C1a to 
provide a mutually beneficial regularisation of boundaries to improve the layout of each 
parties landholdings. The lands to be transferred by the Council comprised of dedicated open 
space and title has only recently been registered by the Property Registration Authority. 


Accordingly, I now recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government 
Act, 2001, that the Council dispose of its interest in the two plots of land comprising 1359 sq. 
m or thereabouts as shown coloured in blue on attached Indicative Drawing No. 08655C1a to 
Cherrybridge Properties Limited in exchange for the acquisition from Cherrybridge Properties 
Limited of the two plots of land comprising 1114 square metres as shown coloured in green 
on Indicative Drawing No. 08655C1a , subject to the following terms and conditions:-


 1.                 That the plots to be disposed of are of equal value.


2.                 That Cherrybridge Properties Ltd, shall comply with the condition of the 


         planning permission granted for the Mount Talbot development and 


         with the requirements of the Council’s Parks Department in relation to the 


         provision of boundary treatment along the re-aligned boundaries. 


3.                 That Cherrybridge Properties Limited shall be responsible for the Council’s 


          legal and other conveyancing costs incurred in this matter.


4.                 That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 

        include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

           5.                 No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 


        exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of by the Council form part of lands acquired from Grunder Ltd and 
Kelland Homes Ltd in 2005 for open space purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds and T. Ridge.

Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members’ queries. It was AGREED to DEFER further consideration of this item pending an onsite meeting which will be arranged in advance of consideration of this item. The item will be set down again on the agenda for the November Council Meeting.
H9/1009
ADOPTION OF EASTERN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT PLAN

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services and was CONSIDERED:
The EU Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC is being implemented across Europe and commits all member states to preventing deterioration and achieving at least good ecological status in all rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal and ground waters by 2015 (target). The island of Ireland has been divided into eight river basin districts and a River Basin Management Plan has been developed for each. The plan is the latest in a series of documents implementing the Directive.

The Directive was transposed into Irish law by Statutory Instruments No. 722 of 2003, 
No.413 of 2005 and No. 219 of 2008. Dublin City Council was appointed co-ordinating Local 
Authority for the 12 Local Authorities in the ERBD by Article 3 of the Water Framework 
Directive as transposed by Article 6 of SI No. 722 of 2003 and accordingly Dublin City Council 
was also charged with the role as Contracting Authority for the ERBD contract. Camp Dresser 
McKee CDM (Ireland) Ltd. were appointed following EU public procurement as Contract 
Consultant/Service Provider for the ERBD. This Project was funded by Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) as part of the Water Services 
Investment Programme (WSIP).
 
The Competent Authority specified in Article 3 of the EU Water Framework Directive 
2000/60/EC in relation to the Eastern River Basin District is the “twelve constituent relevant 
Local Authorities acting jointly “with Dublin City Council as Coordinating Authority for the 
purposes of the Establishment of Environmental Objectives and Programmes of Measures 
and the Making of the Eastern River Basin Management Plan in accordance with Articles 12 
and 13 respectively of the transposing legislation being SI No. 722 of 2003 – European 
Communities (Water Policy) regulations 2003 as amended by SI No. 413 of 2005, SI No. 219 
of 2008 and SI No. 272 of 2009.

The Making of the ERBD River Basin Management Plan and the Establishment of the ERBD 
Objectives and Programme of Measures as a reserved function of the elected representatives 
of this Council at this time complies with the statutory timeline  of 16th October 2009 as laid 
down in SI No. 219 of 2008. All necessary procedural and substantive requirements relating 
to the making of the Plan and the Establishment of Objectives and a Programme of Measures 
have been complied with including the parallel statutory processes relating to the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of the Plan and an Appropriate Assessment of the Plan in 
compliance with Article 6 of the Habitats Directive.

 The Draft River Basin Management Plan for the Eastern River Basin District was issued on 
22nd December 2008 for a 6 month period of public consultation. The submissions received 
on the draft plan have been reviewed and incorporated into the final plan. This plan 
describes the actions that are proposed to ensure the necessary protection of our waters 
over the coming years. It sets out the pressures on the water bodies and the aims and 
objectives of improving the water quality and the ecology in the waters by means of a 
Programme of Measures. Public participation has been a major component of the work 
leading up to the development of the plan. Many public meetings have been held at various 
stages of the process and presentations have been made to Council, SPC’s and local Area 
committees. 

In particular an Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council  was set up. This Council was 
composed of  48 Members consisting of 24 Appointed Members being 2 from each of the 
twelve constituent Local Authorities in the ERBD, an additional 6 Appointed Members by the 
Association of Municipal Authorities in Ireland (AMAI) and 18 Co-opted Members following a 
Public Competition for representatives from the statutorily identified key sectoral pillars 
concerned with water resource management. The Council has been involved over the last 4 
years and has provided valuable contributions to the development of the plan.
 
In 2015 a second plan will be prepared, learning from experience and success up to that 
point. Achievement of the full objective will take a number of such planning cycles and this 
recognises that it will take time for natural catchment ecology to grow and thrive after 
pollution pressures are addressed.

I want to thank all who have been involved in the preparation of these plans and I 
recommend to Council that:

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 131 Local Government Act 2001 ( N0.37 
2001)  this Council hereby resolves to make the Eastern River Basin District (ERBD) River 
Basin Management Plan (RBMP) for the first six (6) year cycle from 22nd December 2009 to 
22nd December 2015 and to Establish the associated ERBD Water body Objectives and 
Programme of Measures for the said period to comply fully with the requirements of the 
Water Framework Directive.
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:
“That in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 131 Local Government Act 2001 ( N0.37 2001)  this Council hereby resolves to make the Eastern River Basin District (ERBD) River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) for the first six (6) year cycle from 22nd December 2009 to 22nd December 2015 and to Establish the associated ERBD Water body Objectives and Programme of Measures for the said period to comply fully with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive.”


ERBD - COMPLIANCE REPORT 2009


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: SOUTH DUBLIN 2009


MANAGEMENT PLAN 2009 - 2015


PROGRAMME OF MEASURES 2009 - 2015


PROGRAMME OF MEASURES 2009 – 2015


 H10/1009
ALLOTMENTS

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:


Provisions of Allotments in South Dublin County 

Background

The Council opened four new allotment facilities within the County in January 2006.  Due to 
the demand for plots, the Council extended the Friarstown facility in 2008 to include a further 
80 plots.   


 The breakdown of plots are as follows:

	Facility Location
	Total No. of Plots
	Size

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	27
	100 Sq Mtrs

	Mill Lane, Palmerstown
	73
	120 Sq Mtrs 

	Friarstown , Bohernabreena
	20
	100 Sq Mtrs

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	100
	120 Sq Mtrs

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	12
	250 Sq Mtrs

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	13
	100 Sq Mtrs 


 
The plots are allocated in accordance with the Allotment Scheme which was adopted by the 
Elected Members in September 2005. Allocation of plots in all sites is in accordance with 
placing on a waiting list. 

 
The allotments have been improved by the provision of a water supply and parking areas. 
Some allotments have on-site storage, composting and toilet facilities, provided for the 
convenience of plot holders. 


 The allotment scheme is only open to people who reside within the South Dublin County 
Council area. 


 At present there is a waiting list of over 380 for all four sites which highlights the demand 
for this type of recreational facility. 


 To endeavour to meet the demand for allotments, it has been agreed to create an additional 
c.100 plots at Friarstown, and a number of other sites are being examined throughout the 
county. 

 
To continue servicing of existing sites and the development of additional plots it is necessary 
to review the allotment scheme including the fee arrangement and other issues. 
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It was AGREED by the majority of members present to consider Motion 9 in conjunction with this item:
M9/1009
ALLOTMENTS
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“Given the fact that at least 300 people are on the allotment waiting list (answer to Q4/0509), this Council agrees to greatly increase the number of allotments available to rent within the next year.”

REPORT:

South Dublin County Council provides 245 allotments , which are allocated throughout the County.     

	Facility Location
	Total No. of Plots
	Size

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	27
	100 Sq Mtrs

	Mill Lane, Palmerstown
	73
	120 Sq Mtrs 

	Friarstown , Bohernabreena
	20
	100 Sq Mtrs

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	100
	120 Sq Mtrs

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	12
	250 Sq Mtrs

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	13
	100 Sq Mtrs 


There is an overall waiting list of approximately 380 at present for allotments.

The Council has examined the potential to extend the current Allotment Scheme throughout the county, and it has been agreed to extend the allotment facility at Friarstown, Bohernahreena.  This extension of Friarstown is currently being examined and it is expected works will proceed in the near future. 

Not withstanding the above, the Parks & Landscape Services Department is examining areas within parks and Council owned lands where new allotments might be appropriate throughout the County.

In conjunction with this examination a full review of all aspects of the Council's Allotment Scheme including development costs, maintenance and management costs and the letting fee structure is also being undertaken with a view to facilitating the rollout of additional sites.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, P. Cosgrave, C. Keane, J. Hannon, M. Corr, C. Brophy, S. Crowe and M. Duff.
Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members’ queries and invited the Members to make submissions with regard to suitable locations for allotments in the County.  Mr. J. Walsh informed the Members that to service the existing sites and to develop new plots the current fee arrangement and scheme would have to be reviewed and that the new fee would be approximately one euro per square metre.

The reports were NOTED.
H11/1009
PROPOSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE HELM HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD. FOR THE MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE OF 103 COUNCIL OWNED UNSOLD AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES WHICH HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO SOCIAL USE

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community Development and was CONSIDERED: 

The Council has identified 103 homes which it purchased for onward sale under the 
Affordable Homes initiative but which, despite its best efforts, it has been unable to sell 
mainly because of the collapse in the housing market for temporary use as social homes in 
the first instance. 


This is in accordance with the terms of  circular letter Circular Letter AHS 1 2009 
Measures to deal with Unsold Affordable Homes and Related Issues  received on 
15th April 2009. A meeting was held with the Department officials to gain clarification on a 
number of issues arising from the terms of the circular. The terms of the circular provided a 
means of providing for social housing need and eliminate some financial constraints on the 
Council’s finances.


The Circular mainly provided for:


(1)   Effective action to achieve early sale of units to eligible affordable home 
purchasers, with particular emphasis on pursuing a broadly-based and efficient 
approach to marketing and sales supported by availability of local authority loans 
to fund affordable home purchases. To assist in this, the limit for local authority 
loans is being increased to €220,000. 

(2)   Alternative measures to deal with units which, it has been satisfactorily 
established, are not likely to sell to affordable purchasers in current market 
conditions.

The Council put forward a preliminary outline proposal having carried out an overall 
evaluation of options to identify the most appropriate and effective approach to deal with 
unsold affordable housing which was provisionally approved by the Department on 25th June 
2009 subject to a number of conditions the Council was required to fulfill and completion of a 
detailed template as a formal proposal. The factors considered by the Council in accordance 
with the terms of the Circular regarding potential for sale of affordable housing included :


·  The main factor(s) inhibiting sale in particular developments, whether related to the overall 
housing market or the affordable sector, and the scope to address these and increase 
probability of sale.


·  Length of time individual units are on sale 


·  Sales levels for both affordable units and comparable units on the open market 


·  Price levels – if price is considered to be the main factor inhibiting sales, would further 
discounting be likely to result in early sales?


·  Is inadequacy of credit inhibiting sale and would provision of increased local authority 
loans help to address this?


In formulating the proposal, all options as set out in the Circular were investigated and 
considered. Following this detailed review and careful consideration and in view of the cost of 
servicing the loans for the unsold properties and having particular regard to the current 
pressures on our finances, the Council prepared a proposal to lease the unsold units for 
social use and put forward the detailed proposal to the Department to which we received 
formal approval on 18th September 2009.


The homes identified by the Council for the proposed leasing have been vacant for a period 
of time and the cost of servicing the bridging loans drawn down by the Council and of 
securing the properties proved to be a heavy burden on Council funds at a time when the 
onus is on minimising waste and maximising Council resources. The annual cost of the loans 
to the Council is approximately €500,000 per annum at current revised interest rates. The 
Council made every effort to sell the units at the agreed affordable prices but due to the 
economic crisis which greatly affected the construction industry the market drop in house 
prices proved it impossible to sell. Equally any discounts that would be required to be applied 
were be too considerable for the Council to contemplate. 


The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government made provision of €20M 
nationally this year to fund the leasing of vacant homes for social housing purposes in 
accordance with the above Circular and have now agreed to make funds available from this 
programme which the Council is about to draw down to cover the full loan costs on these 
homes and has approved an application from the Council to utilise these homes as social 
homes provided that an attempt is made after five (5) years to sell them as Affordable units.


The Council in preparation for approval to our submission wrote to the next applicants on the 
Council waiting list for the property types in the particular locations involved inviting 
expressions of interest and offering them a 5 year tenancy of the new properties and the 
option to purchase the properties at the 2009 cost price to the Council at any time within the 
5 year tenancy. It was also pointed out that there may well be discounts available off the 
frozen price depending on the regime used to sell the units.


It has been made clear to them that if they are not in a position to buy the units at the end 
of 5 years they will be offered for sale to other parties and they must agree to move to 
alternative homes to facilitate the sale. The Council for its part has agreed to provide suitable 
alternative homes as close as possible to the units being let to them and is guaranteeing not 
to require them to move until such alternative, suitable accommodation has been sourced.


If the Council is unable to sell the homes to alternative purchasers a new 5 year tenancy will 
be granted to the tenant. The exercise will be repeated after a further 5 years and, at that 
stage, if the sitting tenant or an alternative purchaser is not found the home will be taken 
permanently into social housing stock.


In exercising this “rent to buy” social housing model the Council—consistent with its policy of 
promoting social integration through carefully managed tenure mix - has ensured that it does 
not overload any development with social housing.


The schedule of units as approved by the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local 
Government is as follows:


Millrace, Saggart     4x 3 bed apartments


Priorsgate                9x 1bed and 17x 2 bed apartments


Chaplains Court,

Rowlagh                  2x 3 bed duplex units


Mount Seskin,

Killinarden              3x 3 bed apartments


Mount Talbot,

Clondalkin               1x 1 bed apartment


Aylmer Heath,          2x 1 bed apartments; 6x 2 bed apartments and 1x 2 bed duplex unit


Newcastle 


Castlegate,

Adamstown       4x 1 bed apartments;6x 2 bed duplex units;5x 3 bed duplex units and         

                                 4x 3 bed apartments


Eaton Square ,

Rathcoole                  6x 2 bed apartments


The Paddocks,

Adamstown               7x 2 bed apartments


Slade Castle

Saggart                      23x 2 bed apartments


Broadfield Hall, Town centre, Tallaght   3x 1 bed apartments


One of the conditions laid down by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government on the Council is that the management and maintenance of these homes be 
contracted out to a Voluntary Housing Body. 


In accordance with Circular letter Circular N3/09 from the Department of the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government on leasing of vacant private housing units in the County as 
one of the mechanisms to meet the Housing need  the Council placed an advertisement in 
the national press seeking expressions of interest for the Council to explore. This was 
followed up by a further advertisement by the Department of the Environment Heritage and 
Local Government on behalf of all local authorities. The response to this initiative was 
disappointing and has not been progressed to date. However 5 Voluntary Housing Bodies 
contacted the Council and expressed an interest in delivering or managing the leased homes. 
The Council carried out a further tender process, limited to the 5 Voluntary Housing Bodies 
who had expressed interest.


This tender procurement is considered appropriate for the Council in the selection of a 
voluntary Housing Association for the purpose of the management and maintenance of the 
103 units and is proposing the selection of Helm Housing Association to manage the homes. 
They will take 100% Council nominees as tenants, will mirror the Council’s management, 
maintenance and anti-social regimes and will charge the 10% differential rent that the 
Council charges and will retain the differential rents as their fee. They have also agreed to 
use only fully qualified and certified tradesmen and craftsmen who are tax compliant and pay 
the recognised trade rates to maintain the properties.


HELM has demonstrated their experience and the dynamic, innovative attitude required to 
deliver leadership.  Their work is guided by the principle of public, voluntary and private 
sector partnerships on a not-for-profit basis. The organisation’s primary motivation is to 
assist Councils in providing safe, quality housing at best value to the ‘public purse’ and to 
offer choice to tenants whilst helping to build mixed, sustainable communities. They have a 
track record working also with Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown County Council.


HELM Housing Association has approved status under Section 5 of the Housing Act 1988 for 
the purposes of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 ie to provide 
and manage voluntary and social housing. The Association was established in the Republic in 
2000 and has approved status for Voluntary Housing. It is registered with the DoEHLG, has 
charitable status and is a member of the Irish Council for Social Housing. 


The agreement of the terms and conditions for the engagement of a Voluntary Housing Body 
to manage and maintain Council owned housing stock is a reserved function as set out in 
Section 6(8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992.


Accordingly it is hereby recommended that the Council agree to the engagement of HELM 
Housing Association for the purpose for the Management & Maintenance of 103 Council 
owned unsold Affordable Properties which have been assigned to Social Use as set out in the 
foregoing report. 


Details of HELM Housing Association are available on the attachment.


ANNUAL REPORT HELM

SERVICES

 http://www.helmhousing.org/ar0708/

http://www.helmhousing.org/ar0708/housing-services.htm
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, J. Lahart, J. Hannon, C. Keane, C. Brophy, E. Maloney, D. Looney, S. Crowe, C. Jones and R. Dowds, with mixed views being expressed in relation to difficulties experienced with Voluntary Housing Associations to date and the manner in which the business was brought forward to the members.  
The Manager, Mr. J. Horan, and Mr. B. Coman responded to the Members queries.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and AGREED:






“That the Council agrees to the engagement of HELM Housing Association for the purpose for the Management & Maintenance of 103 Council owned unsold Affordable Properties which have been assigned to Social Use as set out in the foregoing report.”

H12/1009
REPORT ON PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OVER GRASS VERGE AT SIDE OF 21 PARKVIEW, GREENHILLS ROAD
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF  PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OVER GRASS VERGE 
TO THE SIDE OF 21 PARKVIEW, GREENHILLS ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24. MAP 
REF: RE  O906


The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on the Monday 
27TH April, 2009.


“An application has been received from a Resident of Parkview, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24 to formally extinguish the public right of way over grass verge to the side of 21 
Parkview, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, and to effect the closure by means of 
incorporation into his garden.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Wednesday 6th 
May, 2009 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  
The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Friday 
19th June, 2009.


No submissions were received.


Public Lighting have reported the following “There are 2 No. public lighting columns 
located at the boundary of the designated area. Theses columns are fed over head and can 
only be altered after consultation with the ESB and SDCC public lighting department prior to 
construction. These columns cannot be located behind a boundary wall as 24hr access is 
required for maintenance purposes. 


The applicant would be responsible for the cost of replacement/alteration/damage to public 
lighting equipment as deemed necessary by South Dublin County Council, Public Lighting 
Section.


Water Section have stated  “a 4" watermain is located close to the boundary of No. 21 
Parkview and apparently in the area of the proposed extinguishment of Public Right of Way.


The watermain must be accessible at all times for maintenance and repair if and when 
necessary and the wayleave must be preserved in order to ensure supply of water to 
nos. 21 to 25 Parkview estate.  No structures are to be built within 3m of watermains of 4" 
diameter (100mm).” 


Drainage Section has no objection.


Bord Gais have report the following “our records indicate the presence of a 63mm 
Medium pressure gas main at the location shown.”

If the extinguishment was to proceed we would require access at all times to this main and a 
formal wayleave agreement would need to be put in place. Any building developments would 
also need to be the required distance from the main as per Irish Standard IS 329.  


Alternatively it might be possible to move the main but this would be subject to a suitable 
alternative route being available, this is a chargeable activity.” 


Eircom & NTL has no objections to the proposal.


ESB has no objection but wish to be contacted before any works commence.


In the meantime the owner has rebuilt the boundary wall to the side of his 
property.  Accordingly it is recommended that the public right of way at this 
location not be extinguished.


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an 
oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council. 
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It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney    and AGREED:






“That the public right-of-way over grass verge to the side of 21 Parkview, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0906,  not be extinguished.”




 H13/1009
APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF CLANN CREDO IN RESPECT OF NEILSTOWN ENTERPRISE CENTRE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, Parks and Roads and was CONSIDERED:

REPORT:

The Council provided an Enterprise Centre at Neilstown in the mid 1990s and granted a 
licence to Clondalkin Partnership in 1996 to manage the facility on a day to day basis. The 
Partnership arranged for the management of the facility to be undertaken by the Clondalkin 
Enterprise Group T/A Enterprise Action. This company has since agreed to amalgamate its 
interests with another company,  Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre Ltd which 
manages the Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre, and have formed a new company 
known as Action Community & Enterprise Ltd  to manage both Enterprise Centres.  


This Company comprises representatives of the County Council, County Enterprise Board, 
local Partnership Company and Community development programmes, local Business People, 
Department of Social & Family Affairs, and local public representative. 


The existing Centre at Neilstown comprises of six units and is now twelve years old. Action 
Community & Enterprise Ltd propose to refurbish and expand the existing Centre to improve 
its economy of scale and make it more sustainable. The Company proposes to reconfigure 
the existing units internally to form four larger units together with the construction of three 
additional units within the overall site. Planning permission has been granted for these works 
on 29/6/2009, Planning Reg. Ref. SD09A/0113.  The Company has indicated that there has 
been a significant increase in the past year in the number of  potential business start- ups 
taking part in the ‘Start Your Own Business Training Programme’ being run by the Company 
and it would hope to accommodate a small number of start-up businesses in the new units to 
be developed. 


The Council at its meeting held on 14th September 2009 noted a proposal to grant a 35 year 
lease of the premises known as Neilstown Enterprise Centre to Action Community & 
Enterprise Ltd, subject to terms and conditions.  Manager’s Order LA/211/2009 refers.


The terms and conditions provide, inter alia, that Action Community & Enterprise Limited 
shall be granted a building licence to enter the premises and carry out the refurbishment and 
building works to the satisfaction of the Council and on satisfactory completion, the Company 
shall be granted a lease.


The cost of the proposed development is circa €450,000 and Company has indicated that it 
has secured grant funding in the sum of €187,000 towards the cost of the proposed works 
from Enterprise Ireland which is available for draw down up to end of 2009. The Company 
has also been approved for a loan in the sum of €250,000 by Clann Credo towards the cost 
of the works subject to terms, including the placing of a charge against the premises for the 
period of the loan. The balance of the development cost is to be covered from the Company’s 
reserves. 


Clann Credo is a not-for-profit organisation which has charitable status and which provides 
finance to the community and voluntary sector throughout Ireland from its social investment 
fund, normally at terms more favourable than those available commercially.


As the lease will only be granted once work has been satisfactorily completed, this leaves the 
Company in a position where it would not be able to draw down the loan funds during the 
course of the works.  In order to assist the Company in availing of the funding and to ensure 
that the works at the Enterprise Centre will be completed, the Council proposes to accept, 
subject to the requisite statutory approvals, the Deed of Charge being registered as a burden 
against the Council owned lands in favour of Clann Credo.


On completion of the lease, the Council will arrange to have the Charge registered against 
the leasehold interest of Action Community & Enterprise Limited.


The terms and conditions of the proposed lease also provide that the Company  shall not sell, 
assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the subject property 
without the prior consent of the Council and accordingly the Council’s consent to the 
registration of a Charge in favour of Clann Credo against the Company’s leasehold interest 
will be required.


In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve 
the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other 
financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by 
way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge 
against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities 
constructed thereon.


Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:


“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the 
Council approves the registering of a charge in favour of Clann Credo for a period of up to 15 
years against the Council in respect of the premises known as Neilstown Enterprise Centre, 
Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. DEV. 6166 to 
enable Action Community & Enterprise Limited to draw down loan finance in the sum of 
€250,000 towards the carrying out of works to refurbish and extend the Enterprise Centre 
and that following the grant of the proposed lease in this case, that the Council consents to 
the registration of the Charge against the leasehold interest."
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A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor R. Dowds.

Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell       and AGREED:






“That the Council approves the registering of a charge in favour of Clann Credo for a period of up to 15 years against the Council in respect of the premises known as Neilstown Enterprise Centre, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. DEV. 6166 to enable Action Community & Enterprise Limited to draw down loan finance in the sum of €250,000 towards the carrying out of works to refurbish and extend the Enterprise Centre and that following the grant of the proposed lease in this case, that the Council consents to the registration of the Charge against the leasehold interest.”

CORRESPONDENCE
Co1/10009
Dublin City Council Motion calling for the immediate banning of the use of Plastic Bullets
	City Manager’s Department,

	Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8.

	

	Roinn Bhainisteoir na Cathrach,

	Oifigí na Cathrach, An Ché Adhmaid, Baile Átha Cliath 8

	T. 01 222 3762  F. 01222 2097



Our Ref:  CW/VN0907


9th September 2009


Command Secretariat

Police Headquarters


Police Service Northern Ireland

Brooklyn

65 Knock Road

Belfast

BT5 6LE


To Whom It May Concern,


I wish to inform you that Dublin City Council at the Monthly Meeting held on 


7th September 2009, adopted the following motion:


That this Council notes with deep concern the firing of plastic bullets by the PSNI in 
Belfast on July 13th and August 31st 2009. These lethal weapons have already killed 
seventeen Irish citizens and injured and maimed countless others. This council calls 
for the immediate banning of the use of plastic bullets under any circumstances in the 
Six Counties before they cause further injury or death.


Yours sincerely,
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____________________


Vincent Norton


Executive Manager


The above correspondence was NOTED.
EM/1009           SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor M. Duff proposed, and the members unanimously agreed, to suspend standing orders in order to deal with an emergency motion as follows:


Emergency Motion

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillors R. Dowds, G. O‘Connell, E. Tuffy, E. Maloney, C. Jones, D. Looney, T. Ridge, C. Keane, W. Lavelle, T. Delaney, M. Corr, P. Kearns, P. Cosgrave, M. McDonagh, G. Kenny, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, D. Keating, C. Brophy and E. Coburn:
“That this Council calls for a boycott of all Coca Cola HBC products in response to this highly profitable company’s laying off of 130 workers here in Ireland and Coca- Cola’s rejection of the Labour Court recommendation regarding the redundancy package or the re-employing of the workers.

This Council further urges all businesses in the South Dublin County Council region to refrain from buying or stocking Coca Cola products until the dispute is settled.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. Crowe, E. Maloney, C. Brophy, P. Cosgrave, J. Hannon, E. Walsh, R. Dowds, G. Kenny and G. O’Connell.
The motion was PASSED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/1009
MAYOR'S BUSINESS (1) – AN BORD SNIP NUA
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and agreed without debate:

“That the Elected Members of this Council reject the recommendation of an Bord Snip Nua to terminate the Job Initiative Scheme and call upon an Tanaiste, the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment, to identify funding to expand the scheme.”

REPORT:

If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be formally conveyed to 
Tanaiste, the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment.
M2/1009 
MAYOR’S BUSINESS (2) FAMILY RESOURCE PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. Jones that agreed without debate:
“South Dublin County Council calls on the Government to support the Family Resource Centre Programme and, in particular, Family Resource Centres in Dublin.  We support the three campaign principles of the Family Resource Centre National Forum, which are: 

1.
The Family Resource Centre programme delivers a value-for-money support for families across Ireland.  At times of financial hardship, the services of Family Resource Centres will be needed more than ever.  Rather than considering closing or reducing the FRC programme, it should be developed and expanded. 

2.
The Family Support Agency is the best vehicle to deliver the Family Resource Centre Programme, and the Agency should be maintained. 

3.
If any changes are to be made to the FRC programme or Family Support Agency, the Family Resource Centre National Forum must be consulted on the way forward.”

REPORT:

If the motion is  passed the sentiments of the Members will be formally conveyed to  An 
Taoiseach  and the Minister for Finance and when a reply is received the Members will be 
notified.
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M3/1009
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY TODAY
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That the Manager provide a detailed Written Report on the circumstances surrounding the compilation, printing and distribution of the document entitled ‘South Dublin County Today’ dated May 2009.

That the Manager, in reporting on the matter that he would state and clarify the following in his replies:

a) Where the document was printed .

b) The total external cost of its production and printing. 

c) The means and cost whereby the document was distributed. 

d) Whether, and how many, copies remain undistributed.

e) Who authorised the publication and was that decision to have the document distributed done in conjunction with the then sitting councillors .

f) Who determined the date of distribution of the document.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Walsh, C. Keane, Cosgrave, P. Kearns, J. Hannon, M. Corr, E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, E. Maloney and C. Jones.

REPORT:


Excellent communication is a key component in the achievement by South Dublin County 
Council of its mission to deliver a quality service to its citizens and stakeholders. Our 
Communications Policy is informed by the strategic goals and objectives of the Council’s 
Corporate Plan- ‘Connecting with Communities 2004-2009’.


Corporate Plan 2004-2009

The aim of ‘South Dublin County Today’ is to explain how this Council and the many services/ 
initiatives it provides helps to improve the quality of life for all those who live, work and visit 
South Dublin County. The publication of documents such as South Dublin County Today are 
intended to lead to a better public understanding of what the Council does and what it wants 
to achieve in the future.  These publications improve communication and access to 
information for all citizens of South Dublin County by encouraging the public to take up our 
services and experience the many facilities that the Council provides.  


 ‘South Dublin County Today’ has been circulated bi-annually to all 80,000 households in the 
County.   Each edition contains an image and the contact details of the current elected 
members for South Dublin County Council. Resignations/retirements of previous Councillors 
are recorded and updated with the contact details of their replacements. A draft copy of the 
magazine is circulated to all elected members in advance of production to ensure that their 
public contact details are up to date.


For the May 2009 edition of ‘South Dublin County Today’ the Council engaged the services of 
Paul Martin Communications Ltd, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 for the design and printing of the 
document and Publicity Mailing Ltd, Ballymount, Dublin 12 for the distribution of the 
magazine. The total design, production and distribution costs of the May 2009 edition 
amount to €32,082.86 including the Irish translation costs.  A total of 82,000 copies were 
produced with 80,000 copies being distributed to households in South Dublin County in late 
May and early June 2009. The cost for each magazine including delivery was 40 cent per 
household.


The remaining 2000 copies were circulated to Council buildings including County Hall, Civic 
Offices Clondalkin, Leisure Centres, Community Centres and through the Public Library 
Network. 


South Dublin Today is a bi-annual publication which has been in existence since 2002. It is 
important that the Council communicates its role, policies and activities in a way that 
promotes a positive image of the county. In promoting Council projects, initiatives and news 
through this resident’s brochure, the Council is aiming to achieve a better and more informed 
public understanding of what we do and what we want achieve in the future. These 
publications improve communication and access to information for all the residents in South 
Dublin County and through Customer Feedback sessions and forms residents have 
consistently indicated that regular written information brochures are one of the preferred 
methods of receiving information from the Council.

The Manager, Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

M8/1009
CARBON FOOTPRINT STUDY
It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and agreed without debate:
“Carbon Footprint Study: The Manager provide an update on the Carbon Footprint study and to outline how this information has been used in the preparation of the new Draft Development plan.”


REPORT:

The Carbon Footprint Study was carried out in the context of our overall response to Climate 
Change Strategy in the County.  This response has a number of strands and implications for 
both policy and implementation as follows -

1.   Context

The Climate Change Strategy for South Dublin County Council has been prepared by the 
Environment SPC in accordance with the National Climate Change Strategy, required under 
the protocols of the Kyoto Agreement.  Carbon dioxide is the greenhouse gas that has had 
the greatest effect on global warming and climate change strategy focuses primarily on the 
reduction of CO2.  Climate has already begun to change and will continue to do so leading to 
higher global average temperatures, highersea levels and changes in weather patterns 
leading to extreme events and extensive flooding.  


 South Dublin County Council has prepared its Climate Change Strategy in close co-operation 
with the other Dublin Local Authorities under the aegis of CODEMA, environmental 
consultants appointed jointly for the project.  Five focus sections have been chosen for the 
strategy – energy, planning, transport, waste management and biodiversity actions.  Key 
performance indicators for each area are set out in the strategy but the overall indicator is 
agreed as reduction of tonnes of CO2 / capita / year.  The structure of the Climate Change 
Strategy allows the development of complementary sustainability programmes to improve not 
just the energy profile of the county but its social, economic and community networks.  The 
Strategy allows the Local Authority to offer social and political leadership by mobilizing and 
co-ordinating both Public and Private sectors in the county.  The potential benefits are not 
limited to the reduction of carbon footprint only but can add to quality of life, environmental 
diversity and the growth of green, knowledge-economy employment.


2.   Strategic actions

It is important that the overall plans and strategies developed in this area are brought to life 
as an agreed range of implementable actions.  These will have implications in short, medium 
and long term as well as   in both public and private spheres.  To begin with however, 
these actions can be described in overall terms as – 


(a)               the inclusion in the new Draft County Development Plan of planning policies 
which reduce existing carbon footprint, promote sustainable energy usage and sustainable 
lifestyle and support the development of renewable energy sources.  


(b)               a large element of this strand is the Clonburris SDZ.  Already designated an 
‘Eco-village’ by the Department of Environment, the SDZ Plan includes higher than statutory 
indicators of insulation, district heating, ESCO (energy service companies), local energy 
generation and transport modal shifts away from vehicular traffic (medium to long-term). 


(c)               parallel to the Draft Development Plan, the preparation and implementation of a 
County Energy Plan (short term),           


(d)               the identification of areas within the Councils control which are open to early 
intervention to deliver the aims of the County Climate Change Strategy and identification of 
local and national funding options (e.g. Smarter Travel Initiative) (short to medium term)


(e)               the development of awareness programmes to improve understanding of issues 
involved and actions open to Council staff, Elected Members and the general public. This will 
also involve the promotion of enterprise and employment opportunities in the renewable 
energy sector. An Environmental Awareness Officer is now in position in the Council to drive 
these programmes forward (short term).


3. Implementation

Planning Policies:


The Draft Development Plan commits itself to –

· The promotion of more compact settlement patterns based around public transport 
corridors and the reduction of unsustainable     low-density rezoning.  The lessons 
learned in Adamstown in place-     making  and urban design are captured in the 
Adamstown Street Design Guide.  The Departments of Environment and of Transport 
have requested South Dublin County Council to extend these lessons into a national 
standard for local roads.  This project will allow the development of safe, viable 
settlements at medium density, adjoining public transport (short term). 

· The promotion of innovative building design that demonstrates a higher level of 
energy conservation (short to medium term). 

· The development of a range of passive design and renewable technologies in 
everyday use – solar panels, photo-voltaic panels, ground heating, wood-pellet 
burners, water-recycling, wind-power generation (short to medium term) 


County Energy Plan

In order to target the policies already outlined it is essential that an energy masterplan for 
the entire county be put in place.  This will provide a basis for the considered deployment of 
alternative energy sources in the county as well as the possibility of synergies in energy 
transfer (waste heat for instance).  Areas identified as high-need will guide energy provision 
and generation. 


The preparation of an Energy Intensity Map of the county will form the foundation of the 
Energy Plan.  This map will show areas of high and low energy consumption and will be 
prepared in partnership with the ESB and Sustainable Energy Ireland.  The map will be added 
to the developing G.I.S. mapping project of South Dublin County Council.  The map will also 
show locations where alternative energy sources are / or will be utilized and estimate the 
value of these sources – the amount of energy generated or extent of the benefit.  Possible 
locations and patterns of potential energy sources will also be analysed and mapped. In this 
theme, two areas of particular interest are already clear.


1.      The waste heat and hot water generated by Wyeths and Microsoft at Grange Castle 
may be useful in driving energy exchange / recycling or local power generation on the site.  
The Council’s  strong links with both firms will be used to open discussions and  launch 
proposals.


2.      The number of large energy users in Tallaght Town – ITT, Hospital, Square, Tallaght 
Leisure Centre, Stadium and Council Headquarters might make possible the development of 
an Energy Zone akin to the successful experience in Dundalk.  It may be possible to link this 
to the development of a sustainable geothermal model.  


3.      The Energy Map and Plan will enable a rational evaluation of the value and location of 
alternative, renewable technologies for the generation of both power and heat.  Among the 
system to be evaluated will be –


a.   Combined Heat and Power
· An assessment of potential sites for CHP installations in SDCC.  The study can 
consider domestic, public and commercial buildings.  These could include either 
proposed new development, refurbishment of existing buildings, or a combination of 
the above. 

· An assessment of the optimum size of the installation and of the distribution network 
and fuel or fuel mix (including biomass, energy from waste, gas). 

· An assessment of issues for grid connection.


b          District Heating
     
 An assessment of potential sites for district heating in SDCC. The study can consider 
domestic, public and commercial buildings.  These could include either proposed new 
development, refurbishment of existing buildings, or a combination of the above.  The study 
should include either proposed new installations, or the extraction of heat from other existing 
facilities.

· An assessment of the optimum size of the installation and of the distribution network 
and fuel or fuel mix (including heat from waste, biomass and heat pumps).


c          Microgeneration
·  An assessment of the potential sites for microgeneration technology installations 
(photovoltaics, solar thermal, micro wind) for community energy generation and / or 
in combination with potentially  larger schemes as listed above. 

·  These could include either proposed new development, refurbishment of existing 
public buildings, or a combination of the two. 

·  An investigation of the planning process to identify issues that would support / 
prevent development


d          Wind Generation
·  An assessment of the wind resource (on and off shore) and best possible sites 
 
 across SDCC. 

· An assessment of optimal size of wind farm, with respect to number and size of 
turbines. 

· An assessment of issues for grid connection.


e          Geothermal
· Identify potential sites across the County. 

· Propose a programme of testing 

· An investigation of the planning process and legislative background to identify 
support / prevent development.


From these findings a technology and / or resource map will be produced.  The map will 
clearly indicate the various technology and resource potentials throughout the South Dublin 
area.  It is intended that individual sites on the map should be scored with respect to the 
opportunity for decentralized energy, as well as a demand score with respect to the energy 
and heat demand at the site.  Ideally we should be on a position to score the potential 
technologies taking into account the key aim to reduce carbon emissions.                    


Areas of Council Control

(a)    A report on reducing carbon-footprint for Council facilities was produced earlier in 2009 
under the direction of Corporate Services Department.  Among the areas identified for early 
action were the possibility of ‘greener’ and lower cost supply of both electricity and gas to 
Council facilities. This will require a new public tender for the supply of both.  Interviews 
have already been held with the energy supply companies approved by the CER (Energy 
Regulator) and a tender will issue in October.  The tender will issue jointly for South Dublin 
and Fingal County Council as it is felt a large quantum might generate larger savings in 
tenders submitted.  The tender will be evaluated on a balanced mix of cost, carbon-reduction 
in energy generation and a web-based monitoring facility to fine-tune energy usage and 
need.


(b)  The Council has already deployed a number of innovative technologies on its own 
projects as follows –


Solar:  Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre has the larges array of solar panels in the 
country and the county Arts Project solar panel scheme has recently been completed.


CHP: Tallaght Leisure Centre produces its electricity and heat through Combined Heat and 
Power system driven by natural gas.


Biomass: St. Marks Youth and Family Facility ahs a wood pellet boiler on site for its space 
and water heating.


Biogas:  The Council’s landfill at Arthurstown contains an energy recovery plant generated 
from the landfill gas and produces electricity equivalent to the electrical demand of 5,000 
houses per annum.


Building Management System (BMS):  A BMS is used to control energy consuming plant in 
the Civic Offices, Rua Red Arts Centre as well as County Library and Tallaght and Clondalkin 
Swimming Pools.  Software logic is used to control various switching functions of lights, 
heating zones and ventilation.  This has resulted in a 10% saving in energy and its 
associated CO2 emissions.


Public Lighting:  There are 27,000 street lights under the control of the Council which 
account for 58% of the total CO2 emissions for Council activities.  The Council has identified 
this area as a priority in reducing energy consumption and emissions.  Several pilot dimming 
schemes have been initiated and a study is being conducted to assess the potential for retro 
fits, new energy efficient lamps and a tele monitoring software system to monitor and reduce 
energy usage.


(c)   The Council has been awarded a scheme under the new Department of Environment 
Housing Energy Innovation Programme.  10 lifetime accommodation units for disabled clients 
in partnership with Clanmill Housing Association will feature a number of renewable 
approaches in an integrated, holistic development.  The scheme will be on-site in early 2010.


(d)    The new swimming pools / leisure centre at Tallaght and Clondalkin are large users of 
energy. Cost-in-use studies of both are underway to ensure optimum use of energy-waving 
technologies included in the building design.


4.       ACTIONS OVERALL

Set an overall average target of 3% per year reduction in total energy end-use for 
the Council’s own operations, giving total reduction of 33% by 2020, in line with 
the national targets and exceeding the requirements of the EU energy end-use 
and energy services directive. To advance the general themes of this document 
South Dublin County Council commits to – 

1.  Create awareness in both Council staff and general public and new focus on the need to 
advance the County Climate Change Strategy and reduce the carbon-footprint of the County

·  Establish multi-departmental working team in Council with set project list 

·  Environmental Awareness Officer to promote personal and corporate awareness of 
climate change and carbon reduction 

·  Set up annual evaluation indicator of progress in carbon reduction and move to 
renewable technologies and sustainable development patterns. 

·  Promote added employment and diversification in renewable technology / green 
sector in South Dublin through use of Intellectual Enterprise Zones.


2.  The delivery of the new Draft Development Plan containing policies intended to reduce 
the existing carbon footprint of the County.


3.  Advance the development of Clonburris SDZ and achieve the higher environmental targets 
set out in the SDZ Plan.

·  Deliver Adamstown Street Guide to clarify standards required in medium density 
compact residential settlements.


4.   Construct Energy Map for the County and produce County Energy Plan.

· Examine possibility of energy transfer / syngergy between largest energy users 
identified in map. 

· Examine possibility of creating Energy Zone including use of geothermal resource. 

· Examine possibility of pilot district heating system (public / private) and produce 
study on economic, technical and management guidelines for district heating in 
South Dublin. 

· Identify areas and projects suitable for larger renewable energy installations such as 
wind-farm feasibility study.


5.  Promote best practice in renewable energy through the council’s own projects and 

operations

· Use sustainable and renewable heating and power generating sources in new Council 
projects including the possibility of retro-fitting systems onto older projects. 

· Switch to renewable / green appliances for the Council’s own electricity and gas 
supply. 

· Evaluate largest energy-using Council facilities for cost-in-use and effective reduction 
and savings through use-protocols. 

· Construct energy-pilot housing at Valhalla, Clondalkin.
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M14/1009
I.T. TALLAGHT

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and agreed without debate:


“That this Council recognises the importance of the Institute of Technology Tallaght, as the County's higher education institution,  to the economic, social and cultural life of the County, and in particular its demonstrated contribution to increased educational equality in Tallaght and Clondalkin, and completely rejects the recommendation (D.2.3 Rationalisation of third level institutions) in the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes (the McCarthy Report) that IT Tallaght be amalgamated with DIT, and requests the Manager to convey this view in writing to An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Education and Science.”


REPORT: 

If the motion is passed the sentiments of the Members will be formally conveyed to  An 
Taoiseach,  Minister of Finance and Minister of Education and Science and when a reply is 
received the Members will be notified.
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M19/1009
McCARTHY REPORT

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Duff that agreed without debate:


“That this Council rejects Recommendations B.2, (to discontinue the RAPID scheme), B.3 (to reduce community and voluntary sector supports), B.4 (to reduce the allocation for the Community Services programme),and B.5 (to reduce the allocation for Local and Community Development Programmes) in the Report of the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes (the McCarthy Report) and requests the Manager to convey this view in writing to An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.”

REPORT:

If the motion is passed the sentiments of the Members will be formally conveyed to An 
Taoiseach, The Minister for Finance and the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs and when a reply is received the Members  will be notified.
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M20/1009
2010 FUNDING FOR HOUSING GRANTS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and agreed without debate:
“That this Council calls on the government to ensure that sufficient funding is guaranteed to cover house improvement grants, including Grants for Older People, Mobility Grants and Disability Grants for the remainder of 2009 and into 2010. Any cutbacks in these grant schemes will result in many of our older residents and those with mobility difficulties losing the opportunity to continue using their own home. It will take away their independence and attack their dignity.”


REPORT:

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government introduced the Housing 
Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability, Mobility Aid Grant Scheme and the 
Housing Aid for Older People Scheme  with effect from 01/11/07.  These schemes replaced 
the Disabled Persons Grant & Essential Repairs Grant Schemes in relation to private 
dwellings. Funding for the new grants is comprised of  80% of total expenditure provided by 
the Department and 20% of total expenditure provided from the Council's own resources. 
The total combined approved expenditure for grants for alterations  and adaptations to 
private homes by the Department for 2009 is €4,545,000. Included in this figure was a 
provision for €640,000 in respect of old applications under the now discontinued Disabled 
Persons and Essential Repairs Grants Schemes. Under those schemes, the Council is required 
to provide for one third of the total expenditure from its own resources. 


The Council has approved 187 Housing Adaptation Grants, 20 Mobility Aid Grants and 83 
Housing Aid for Older People Grants to date in 2009.  The total value of those applications 
which have received agreement in principle, i.e. those applications which have received 
managerial approval, is approximately €528,000. The Council is prioritising these applications 
and on the basis of current budgetary provision, sufficient funding should in the 
main be available within the 2009 budget with any balance being funded from the 2010 
allocation. The Council's 2009 allocation has been spent or committed at this time.In addition 
to those applications which have received approval, the Council currently has 239 Housing 
Adaptation Grant applications, 11 Mobility Aids Grant applications and 76 Housing Aid for 
Older People Grant applications on hand which are at various stages of processing. These 
applications will be assessed in accordance with the guidelines set out by the Department of 
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding prioritisation. 


The level of grant funding  available to the Council for 2010 is unlikely to be approved by the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and notification issued to 
the Council until early 2010. However in the interim if the motion is passed the sentiments 
of the members will be conveyed to the Minister for the Environment Heritage & Local 
Government.
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MOTIONS NOT REACHED
 (M4)
H&S AT ROADWORKS

Councillor  S. Crowe 


“That the Manager while recognizing the importance of Health and Safety at work and the need to provide a safe working environment for all Council employees and Contractor’s staff engaged in work on live roads adjacent to or close to traffic and with due regard to the safety of the general public that it is also necessary for this Council to be able to continue to provide and maintain services in a safe and efficient manner, calls for an immediate review of the new interpretation and the effectscaused by the implementation of the Health and Safety at Work Act 2005, the various improvement plans and the Ashbourne Document to identify those services which are adversely effected or not being provided as a result of the cost and resource implications in attempting to carry out those functions.”
(M5)
DOMESTIC WATER CHARGES
Councillor  D. Looney


“That this Council opposes the introduction of domestic water charges and favours, instead, a combination of water conservation and education measures and a genuinely progressive taxation regime which adequately resources local government.”
(M6)
FEES FOR PLAYING PITCHES

Councillor C. Brophy


“That the Council cancel the increase in fees for playing pitches and revert to the 2008/9 fees.The proposed increase in fees is an unnecessary burden on clubs. Due to the recession it is now more difficult to fundraise or ask parents for more money. As such the Council should recognise this and cancel the fee increase.”
(M7)
NAMA
Councillor G. Kenny

“Noting the government’s intention to establish the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA), this council calls on the Minister for Finance to reconsider the proposal. We believe that the establishment of NAMA will lead to ordinary taxpayers bailing out irresponsible bankers and developers, and to a high level of government borrowing which future generations will have to repay while billions of euros are being used to bail out the banks basic services, resulting in reduced funding to local councils for essential services. 

As this council is gravely concerned that the resources used to bail out the banks will derive local councils of necessary funding to develop and run local services we hereby call on the Minister for Finance not to proceed with the proposed establishment of NAMA and urge the public to support the Dublin demonstration scheduled for 19th September 2009.”
(M10)
ROAD WIDENING PROJECTS

Councillor D. Keating


“That the Manager would agree to carry our review surveys of major road widening projects in our county, which when completed, often following decisions made by An Bord Pleanála, leave homes in many areas in our communities at serious disadvantages owing to increased noise levels and loss of visual amenities, which clearly demonstrates that examination of such matters at the early planning stages can be inadequate or even flawed.”
(M11)
E-FLOW TOLLING

Councillor  R. Dowds

“This Council expresses its deep dissatisfaction with the operation of the e-flow tolling system on the M50 and asks its operators to give a presentation to South Dublin County Council with a view to improving the service at a greatly reduced cost.”
(M12)
NATIONAL CARERS STRATEGY
Councillor  G. Kenny

“That South Dublin County Council call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement – Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principal.”
 (M13)
TRAVELLER ACCOMODATION

Councillor  M. Corr


“That the Manager undertakes a review of the Traveller Accommodation within the county in terms of environmental hazards, increased dumping, animal welfare and safety issues with a view to addressing as a matter of urgency these matters.”
(M15)
PLAYING PITCH FEES - JUVENILE

Councillor W. Lavelle


“That South Dublin County Council reverse the recent introduction of playing pitch fees for juvenile clubs.”
(M16)
ROBERT DELANY
Councillor C. King


“That this Council supports the 'Justice for Robert Delany Campaign' and the recently established website www.innocentvictimsofviolence.ie which was set up by the Delany Family as a Forum of support and information for the Campaign and furthermore calls on any Citizen with information on the callous crime which resulted in Robert's hospitalisation to inform the Gardaí of any such information”.
 (M17)
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
Councillor D. Keating

“That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, including a detailed report on the remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy, and in the current uncertain economic climate, within what planned time-frame does the Manager envisage the remaining projects will be rolled out?”
 (M18)
MAINTENANCE OF BURIAL GROUNDS
Councillor C. Brophy


“That this Council asks the Manager to introduce a minimum of 4 grass cuttings in every graveyard in the County during the grass growing season.  The current situation of one cutting per year has resulted in graveyards being inaccessible, particularly to senior citizens, and is causing emotional distress to families who have loved ones buried in these graveyards.”

The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
 Signed: ________________________-

  Mayor 

  Date: __________________________
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