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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Housing, Community and Environment)
HELD ON 21st SEPTEMBER, 2009
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy C.
	King C.

	Corr M.
	Lawlor B.

	Crowe S
	Looney D.

	Hannon J.
	Maloney E.

	Kearns P.
	Walsh E.

	
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Sean Crowe, chaired the meeting.
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Services
	Philomena Poole

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan, A. Jacob, W. Sheils, M. Fagan 
John Quinlivan

	Senior Engineer
	L. Magee

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	S. Reinhardt

	
	

	
	


T/354/09
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 18th May, 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 18th May, 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING BUSINESS
T/355/09
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe,  seconded by Councillor M. Corr                 
and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 – 2, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/356/09
REVIEW OF THE CONDITION OF THE AREAS SURROUNDING ALL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to undertake a rapid review of the condition of the areas surrounding all Traveller Accommodation developments in the Tallaght area with a view to definitively addressing environmental issues such as unfinished landscaping, damaged landscaping, dumping etc. and to present this report to the next relevant meeting of the Tallaght area committee?"

REPLY:
The Traveller unit has also been working with the Anti Litter Wardens to address the issue of illegal dumping. With the use of CCTV,  issuing residents with letters and through contact with the Caretakers, an information  campaign has been undertaken to inform Residents of their obligation to maintain their Bay or House and the surrounding area in an acceptable fashion, in accordance with their Tenancy Agreements.

A report will be compiled in conjunction with the Parks and Landscape Services Department of all the Traveller Accommodation developments within the Tallaght area and presented to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) on 19th October, as a Headed Item Report.
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T/357/09
POSITION REGARDING APPLICATIONS ON THE HOUSING LISTS WHICH SPECIFIED A PREFERENCE FOR AREAS IN THE OLD TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

"To ask the Manager to clarify the position regarding applications on the housing lists which specified a preference for areas in the old Terenure-Rathfarnham area, as per the 2008 revision of local electoral areas, given that much of that area is now located in the Tallaght Central LEA?"

REPLY:
Currently the position in relation to the Housing List is as indicated in existing Scheme of Letting Priorities 2006. Part 2, Paragraph 6, states as follows:-

Applicants shall indicate in writing their preferred housing areas in order of choice.  Housing Areas will correspond with the five Electoral Areas of the County.  Applicants may be offered suitable accommodation within any estate within their chosen Housing Areas of Preference.
AREA OF PREFERENCE                  
CLONDALKIN AREA
Includes the following Housing Estates:-
Balgaddy, Deansrath, Dunawley, Foxdene, Harelawn, James Connolly Park, Kilcronan, Kilmahuddrick, Lealand, Lindisfarne, Liscarne, Melrose, Michael Collins Park, Moorfield, Nangor, Neilstown, Newcastle, Old Church, Rowlagh, St Marks, St Ronans
 LUCAN AREA
Includes the following Housing Estates:-
Adamstown, Airlie Heights, Arthur Griffith, Droim Na Coille, Greenfort, Old Tower Crescent, Sarsfield, Shancastle, St Finians
TALLAGHT CENTRAL AREA 
Includes the following Housing Estates:-
Avonbeg, Avonmore, Balrothery, Bolbrook, Castle Lawns, Castle Park, Castletymon, Garrynisk, Homelawn, Limekiln, Pinetree, Quarry Drive, St Aonghus, St Dominics, St Maelruans, Tymon North, Tymonville, Westpark, Whitebrook.
 TALLAGHT SOUTH AREA 
Includes the following Housing Estates:-
Allenton, Ard Mor, Barrack Court, Bawnlea, Brookview, Cloonmore, Cushlawn, Daletree, Deerpark, Donomore, Dromcarra, Drumcairn, Fortunestown, Glenshane, Kilclare, Kilcarrig, Killinarden Estate, Killinarden Heights, Kilmartin, Kiltalown, Knockmore, Mac Uilliam, Marlfield, Old Court Mill, Pairc Mhuire, Rathlawns, Rathmintin, Rossfield, Russell Square.
 TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA
Includes the following Housing Estates:-
Glenmore, Palmer Park, Pearse Brothers Park, Stocking Lane, Tara Hill, Taylors Court, Whitechurch, Willbrook
The question of changing the boundaries for the 8000 applicants on the Housing List to correspond with the new electoral areas and revising the estates within each area is under consideration at present.  When completed a full report will be brought to the Area Committees as well as the Housing SPC and the Council.
T/358/09
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“2008 COMPLETIONS TO DATE
Avonbeg Phase 3                                       29 Units

Cushlawn Phase 3                                       22 Units

Heatherset (Part V)                                      40 Units

Ard Mor (Part V)                                          2 Units

Kilcarrig Phase 3                                          34 Units

Total                                                             127 Units
2009 COMPLETIONS TO DATE
Kiltalown                                                       27 Units

Fortunestown B Phase 1                            103 Units

Kilcarrig Phase 3                                          45 Units

Castletymon                                                  22 Units

Total                                                              197 Units
SCHEMES ON SITE
Fortunestown B Phase 1                     7 Units             4th Quarter 2009
·  7 X 3 bed 5 per House

Greenhills Road (Part V)                      8 Units             4th Quarter 2009
· 5 X 1 bed Apt 

· 3 X 2 bed Apt

Avonbeg Phase 4                                 7 Units             4th Quarter 2009
· 1 X 2 bed 4 per 1 storey House 

· 2 X 3 bed  6 per 2 storey House 

· 2 X 2 bed 4 per GG/FF duplex Apt 

· 2 X 1 bed 2 per SF Apt

Fettercairn Phase 2                               31 Units            4th Quarter 2009 (2 units)
                                                                                          1st Quarter 2010 (29 units)
· 2 X 3 per 2 bed 1 storey Apt 

· 1 X 3 per 2 bed 1 storey duplex Apt 

· 1 X 5 per 3 beb 2 storey duplex 

· 1 X 3 per 3 bed 1 storey 

· 4 X 5 per 3 bed 2 storey 

· 18 X 5 per 3 bed 2 storey 

· 4 X 3 per 2 bed 1 storey

Castletymon                                           10 Units            4th Quarter 2009
· 8 X 4 per 2 bed 2 storey 

· 2 X 5 per 3 bed House

Springfield (Respond VHA)                 190 Units          3rd Quarter 2010
· 15 X 3 bed Apt 

· 48 X 2 bed Apt 

· 106 X 1 bed Apt 

· 12 X group House 

· 9 X short term Housing

Total                                                          253 Units                   

TENDER ASSESSMENT
Knockmore                                                                    90 Units                 

· Approval recieved from DOE. Start date dependant on availability of funding.

Deerpark                                                                        8 Units
· Progress to tender stage dependant on availability of funding.

Rossfield (Old shop site)                                             9 Units
· Progress to tender stage dependant on availability of funding.

Fortunestown B Phase 3&5                                       160 Units
· Proposal being reviewed by Architects Department.”

Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King and  S. Crowe contributed, Mr. Abe Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED.

T/359/09
LEASING OF UNSOLD AFFORDABLE UNITS FOR SOCIAL HOUSING USE.
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Medium term use of unsold affordable homes for social housing in the County. 
The Council has identified 103 homes which it purchased for onward sale under the Affordable Homes initiative but which, despite its best efforts, it has been unable to sell mainly because of the collapse in the housing market.

The homes involved have been vacant for a period of time and the cost of servicing the bridging loans drawn down by the Council and of securing the properties is a heavy fiscal burden on Council funds at a time when the onus is on minimising waste and maximising Council resources. 

 The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government made provision of 20m euro nationally this year to fund the leasing of vacant homes for social housing purposes and have now agreed to make funds available from this programme which the Council is about to draw down to cover the full loan costs on these homes and has approved an application from the Council to utilise these homes as social homes provided that an attempt is made after 5 years to sell them as Affordable units.

The Council adopted a novel approach to this programme in that it wrote to the next  applicants on the Council waiting list for the property types in the particular locations involved inviting expressions of interest and offering them a 5 year tenancy of the new properties and the option to purchase the properties at the 2009 cost price to the Council at any time within the 5 year tenancy. It was also pointed out that there may well be discounts available off the frozen price depending on the regime used to sell the units.

 To date more than seventy applicants have taken the offer and the properties are in the process of being allocated.

It has been made clear to them that if they are not in a position to buy the units at the end of 5 years they will be offered for sale to other parties and they must agree to move to alternative homes to facilitate the sale. The Council for its part has agreed to provide suitable alternative homes as close as possible to the units being let to them and is guaranteeing not to require them to move until such alternative, suitable accommodation has been sourced.

If the Council is unable to sell the homes to alternative purchasers a new 5 year tenancy will be granted to the tenant. The exercise will be repeated after a further 5 years and, at that stage, if the sitting tenant or an alternative purchaser is not found the home will be taken permanently into social housing stock.

 In exercising this novel “rent to buy” social housing model the Council—consistent with its policy of promoting social integration through carefully managed tenure mix-- has taken care to ensure that it does not overload any development with social housing.

One of the conditions laid down by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the Council is that the management and maintenance of these homes be contracted out to a Voluntary Housing Body. 

 After a limited tender procurement the Council has selected Helm Housing to manage the homes. They will take 100% Council nominees as tenants, will mirror the Council’s management, maintenance and ASB regimes and will charge the 10% differential rent that the Council charges and will retain the differential rents as their fee. They have also agreed to use only fully qualified and certified tradesmen and craftsmen who are tax compliant and pay the recognised trade rates to maintain the properties.

The necessary statutory report seeking Council approval to the terms and conditions of the engagement of Helm will be brought to the October Council meeting. Helm will make a presentation to that meeting.”
Mr Mick Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, S. Crowe, M. Corr, C. King, J. Hannon, D. Looney, C. Brophy and P. Kearns contributed, Mr. Mick Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

T/360/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/361/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

THE TURN OVER OF BOARDED UP HOUSES, TRANSFERS AND ALLOCATIONS IN THE TALLAGHT AREA 
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor   C. King    :

“This Committee calls on the Manager to give a report in view of the financial difficulties being experienced by the Council on how it is directly affecting the turn over of boarded up houses, transfers and allocations in the Tallaght area and how he proposes to deal with these difficulties.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council has 8963 properties under its control.  121 (1.35%) of them are vacant   This compares very favourably with the national average of  4% vacancy.   The average turnaround time for a vacant house is 13 weeks which is an improvement over the year from 17 weeks in January.  

During the first two weeks of September, Allocations Section awarded 7 new Tenancies and 8 dwellings were surrendered for the same period.    This year, a total of 404 new tenancies have been allocated to date.  

There are 630 tenants on a transfer list and to date this year we have only been in a position to allocate transfers on a priority basis for Medial or Anti Social or Compassionate or overcrowding grounds. 78 were transferred up to the end of August on this basis.  We have an additional 37 priority applications which we will endeavour to allocate this year if they qualify following investigations of their rent account, Anti Social/ Garda Check and a condition of house inspection.

Re-let repairs occur when a rented house becomes vacant and needs repairs to be carried out before it can be handed over to the next tenant.  Re-let repairs are carried out by a combination of direct labour and works assigned to contractors. 

Relets: 2007    2008    2009 (to September)

            159      182      160 
The Housing re-let programme is a complex area which incorporates the Allocations, Estate Management, Anti Social and Tenant Liaison as well as Maintenance / Depot.  Generally speaking the houses handed back are in bad condition.  Apart from the physical work to be done to the houses there are often difficulties in allocating some of these houses because of their location and the unwillingness of applicants in receipt of Rent Supplement to move.  Also when the work is complete there is a need to obtain a BER cert for the property before it can be let.  These aspects need to be taken into account when reviewing turnaround time. 

Housing maintenance is responsible for managing and maintaining the councils rented housing stock. There are two depots from which direct labour maintenance repairs are carried out, one in Jobstown, Tallaght, the other in Unit 10 Crag Avenue Clondalkin.  Maintenance section received 22,964 Maintenance Request Forms (MRF) in 2008.  22,455 or 98% of them were completed.  The average number received per month was 1940.

This year there was a need to achieve resource savings which included a complete elimination of overtime.  A Cost Benefit Analysis is needed to appraise the cost effectiveness of the current process and compare with alternatives.  Key to this is an efficiency appraisal to establish and achieve positive outcomes and more efficient use of existing resources as well as the need to dedicate staff to response maintenance.   A Business Process Investigation has been completed and revised procedures put in place to address the areas where inefficiencies were identified.” 

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, S. Crowe and C. King
contributed, Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
T/362/09
BACKLOG DUE TO INCREASE IN HOUSING APPLICATIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor C. King :

“That the Manager outline the steps being taken by the Housing Department to address the enormous backlog due to increase in Housing applications with regard to the Tallaght area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council has experienced a 70% increase in applications for housing accommodation on the 2008 figure for the January to June period.  This has resulted in a backlog of applications for processing which at present is approximately 1,700.  All applications are date stamped on receipt and processed in sequence.  As the criteria for allocation of Housing is “time on list” which is derived from the date of application this means that all approved applications will be entered on the list in accordance with the application date.

Allocations Section has designated staff to specifically address the backlog .  It is envisaged to have the backlog cleared by mid November 2009.  It is proposed at that time to generate a Housing List and issue notification to all applicants.  

Also at that time a new procedure for the assessment of applications will be put in place.  The applicant will be given an appointment for interview with a housing official who will process the application in real time and enter them on the housing list if applicable.  If successful they will receive their confirmation of inclusion on the list with reference and PIN number.   A letter of confirmation will also be issued to enable the applicant to apply for Supplementary Welfare Allowance if required.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, S. Crowe and C. King

contributed, Mr. H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. . The report was NOTED.

In response to a question from Cllr. C. King, Mr H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, agreed to furnish a Report on Traveller Accommodation at the October meeting of the Tallaght(1) Area Committee.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/363/09
QUESTIONS


It was proposed by Councillor Crowe, seconded by Councillor  Walsh /Corr                                   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 3, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/364/09
PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES FACING THE TALLAGHT LEISURE CENTRE IN TERMS OF FOOTFALL ETC
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on the progress and challenges facing the Tallaght Leisure Centre in terms of footfall etc?"

REPLY:
TLC was opened in November 2006 and forms part of the council’s Water Leisure Strategy.  The facility consists of a 25 m Pool, Gym and Sports Hall. The facility is managed by South County Dublin Leisure Services Ltd, which is wholly owned by the Council. The remit of the company is to manage the facility by providing the best amenities at affordable prices within a cost neutral base to the Council.

The centre provides a diverse range of leisure activities, including swimming, canoeing, scuba diving,  aqua fit, gym, indoor football, badminton, dance, martial arts, yoga, all at affordable prices. The sports hall is fitted with public gallery seating and hosts major sporting events at weekends. Meeting rooms are available in the evening time for local groups. A MUGA (mini football all weather) is provided adjacent to the centre for local young people free of charge. 

 The centre has been awarded a White Flag by the Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management (ILAM). Currently the pool operates at near capacity and has limited additional capacity in its day time schedule. The Centre draws the bulk of its customers from the immediate local area within a travel time of 5 to 10 minutes. Customers have expressed satisfaction with the range and quality of the amenities on offer and view the facility as a major asset to Tallaght West.  

Currently there are 28 schools and groups availing of swimming instruction, with three new schools joining in September. There are only a few sessions left available and efforts are being made to secure additional groups. In addition there are 500 children currently attending swim lessons  

The Centre employs the equivalent of 30 full time jobs and provides a base for the Sport Teic programme, which delivers a training programme for young people who wish to access employment in the leisure & amenity industry. Weekend usage of the sports hall is up, with attendance from a diverse range of user groups, with many returning on an annual basis. 

The following is taken from the National Service Indicators return which shows an increase in usage;

                                                                                                                       

                                                        July 07 July 08   July 09

	Total Usage Tallaght Swimming Pool & Leisure Centre
	95,170
	102,590
	107,378

	Per 1000 of population
	385.41
	415.45
	434.84


The centre achieved its financial targets in the first half of the year and has reduced its costs considerably. However because of the current economic climate trading in the second half will remain challenging. Every effort is being made to continue to deliver the programme within the agreed parameters of the business plan and there is an ongoing rollout of special promotions/offers to attract new business. 

 South Dublin County Sports Partnership (SDCSP) has organized 2 sports days with a difference, the second of which takes place on Sunday Sept. 27th in Tallaght Leisure Centre (1-4pm, with a family walk beforehand at 12pm).Activities are aimed at people of 16 years of age and upwards who can try out and learn about many of the minority sports and recreational activities that are available in the community. 
There will be indoor and outdoor activities with information stands also and on the day there will be free goodies handed out and a free draw for a Nintendo Wii Fit. Free shower and changing facilities are available in the leisure centre This has the potential to attract new business to the Tallaght Leisure Centre. 

The Tallaght Leisure Centre in Jobstown is a tangible demonstration of the Council’s commitment to providing quality facilities to all our customers. The next challenge is to develop a programme which will enable every child in Tallaght West to access swimming during the primary years. TLC is well placed to play a pivotal role in this exciting programme.

T/365/09
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF 1810
	Belgard Heights Community & Residents Association
	Minor Equipment Grant
	02/01/09
	€800

	GF 1870
	The Mediation Bureau
	Minor Equipment Grant
	20/05/09
	€800


 Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)
Applications for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	AGF677
	South Dublin Tourism
	Grant towards Hollowfest festival
	11/5/09
	€3000

	Agf679
	Ballet Ireland
	Dance training workship
	30/6/09
	€1500


Arts Contribution
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Youth Horizons
	Portfolio Preparation course
	1/7/09
	€500


Mr. W. Shiels, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 
It was proposed by Councillor  B. Brophy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

T/366/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/367/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/368/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

THE WITHDRAWAL OF JOBS INITIATIVE WORKERS ON COMMUNITY PROJECTS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor Corr
“This Council Committee calls on the Manager to give a report outlining the possible effect of the withdrawal of Jobs Initiative workers on Community Projects in the Tallaght Committee Area and can he outline if any assessment has been carried by his Department regarding this proposal.” 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Job Initiative is a programme providing full-time employment for persons who are 35 years of age or over, who have been unemployed for 5 years or more and have been in receipt of social welfare assistance over that time.  The primary purpose of the programme is to assist long-term unemployed people to prepare for work opportunities in the open labour market.  It achieves this by providing participants with vital work experience, training and development opportunities.  South Dublin County Council has been sponsoring a Job Initiative scheme at Community Centres since the mid-nineties.  In this way, the Council has been assisting local voluntary management committees in the caretaking, maintenance and management of the Community Centres.  This has led to a greater and more efficient use of the Centres. 

 
	Job Title & Tasks :                    
	Location

	 Secretary/Administrator                  1 

Accounts 

Bookings 

Typing Filing etc
	St. Aengus Community Centre      1  

	Centre Attendants                              2   

Assists Management Committees in smooth running of Centre

Opening and closing of Centres 

Preparing rooms for user groups 
General Maintenance

 
	Glenasmole Community Centre     1 St. Aengus Community Centre       1  

	Groundsman                                      2 

Upkeep of grounds and gardens 

General maintenance work
	Jobstown Childcare Centre            1    Tallaght Stadium                            1    

	Playground Attendant                       1 

Caretaking of Playground 

Upkeep of car park and grounds 

General maintenance work
	Fettercairn Community Centre       1  

	Centre Attendant                              1 

Provides breakfast and lunch for local senior citizens

Cleans Centre 

Provides arts & crafts and other activities.
	Tymon North Centre                      1  

	Team Leader :                                  1 

To arrange training plan for participants. 

To keep records of their time keeping/holidays etc. 

To provide materials to enable JI staff to do their work. 

To liaise with SDCC and Management committees on issues that may arise regarding staff, events etc.
	County Hall                                    1  


 
TOTAL NO. OF JOB INITIATIVE EMPLOYEES:          
  7 
Employees                           1 
Team Leader”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, M. Corr, C. King and C. Brophy contributed,   Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED. 

T/369/09
IMMENSE VALUE OF JI/CE SCHEMES
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor S. Crowe: 
“That this Committee condemns any move by the government to abolish JI/CE schemes within Tallaght given the proven immense value of these schemes in terms of community enhancement and development.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
 “If the Motion is passed the matter will be referred to An Tánaiste, the Minister for Trade, Enterprise and Employment for her attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillor M. Corr, C. King and C. Brophy  contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED. 

T/370/09
THE WEST TALLAGHT RAPID PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor  Crowe   
“That this Committee requests the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht affairs to give a commitment to maintain the West Tallaght RAPID programme given its outstanding success to date and the potential disastrous consequences to the community it serves if removed.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“If the Motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs for his attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillor M. Corr, C. King and C. Brophy contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED. 

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/371/09
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor M. Corr                 and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 4 - 8, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/372/09
 NEW PAYMENT SYSTEM FOR BIN COLLECTION 
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to give an indication of when the new payment system for bin collection should be in place, in order to alleviate concerns of residents in the Tallaght area who are entitled to waivers, given the difficulties with issuing tags etc. in these cases?"

REPLY:
The new system will enable the removal of bin tags.  Each customer will have an account and will be able to credit their account with the equivalent cost of their bin tag.  The bins will only be lifted where there is adequate credit in the account but it will mean that customers will no longer have to be concerned about tags being stolen and the Council will have no concerns regarding the production of counterfeit tags.  Customers will be able to top up their accounts on-line, by phone and to purchase credit in a large range of local outlets.  Waiver customers will have their accounts credited on a quarterly basis so that each quarter entitles them to six lifts - the equivalent of their current waiver pack.

In order to achieve this 83,000 individual customer accounts had to be established which linked the bin to the address.  Following this extensive piece of work over 83,000 grey bins had to be registered and a large number had to be retrofitted with a chip.  The registration of the bins required considerable customer co-operation and there are now only 2274 left to be registered.  It was anticipated that only 93% would be achieved so this level of co-operation from customers is quite unprecedented.  This was a complex operation in terms of the systems required, the negotiations which had to take place internally, establishment of outlets and the engagement with every household in the county.

Customer packs are now ready to issue - there is now a single outstanding issue to be negotiated with regard to the roll-out.  Once the roll-out commences - which at this stage is anticipated being mid-October, subject to the outstanding issue being agreed - it will take 10 to 12 weeks to complete the roll-out across the county.  In effect this should result in all bin tags being discontinued from 31st January 2010. All waiver customers have been issued with tags up to this date and tags will be facilitated during the roll-out of the new system up to this date so no difficulties should be encountered in this regard.  The schedule of routes for the changeover will be placed on the Membersnet so that Members will be aware and able to pass on information to constituents in addition to the notifications and advertising which will issue.
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T/373/09
EXPENDITURE ON CLEANSING WITHIN THE TALLAGHT AREA DUE TO ILLEGAL DUMPING AND FLY TIPPING TO DATE FOR 2009.
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to give a total of the expenditure of this Council on cleansing areas both by the Parks Department and the Environmental Services Department within the Tallaght area due to illegal dumping and fly tipping to date for 2009 and to give some examples of what possible resources the Council has lost due to this loss of revenue?"

REPLY:
The Environmental Services Dept. has spent approximately  €675,000 on collection and disposal of illegal dumping and fly tipping countywide up to the end of August 2009.  It is not possible to provide exact costs for the Tallaght area as these costs are made up of both staff and disposal costs and because the weight of material (which impacts on disposal costs) is not recorded at each specific clean up site.  

However, based on the number of tasks carried out it is possible to estimate that approximately 40% of this expenditure relates to the Tallaght area. 

The Parks Department costs are awaited but are not available as yet.  These costs will be forwarded to the Member upon receipt.

Any expenditure relating to clean-ups carried out by the Environmental Services and Parks Departments are taken from the respective Budget provisions for the Cleansing and Parks maintenance services.  However all funds expended on bringing a place back to the condition it was in would be better utilised for enhancements such as appropriate boundary treatment to prevent anti-social gatherings; changing grass verges with planting to enhance and reduce maintenance.  A pro-social spend rather than a negative resolution spend is seen as a better use of resources.
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T/374/09
INSTALLATION OF SEAT AT BOHERNABREENA CEMETERY
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns

"To ask the County Manager if he will respond to a request to have a seat installed at Bohernabreena Cemetery, as requested by a person  *details supplied, and if he will investigate the reasons for the delay in responding to this request, to date?"

REPLY:
The Council's Area Engineer, Burial Grounds Maintenance Section has been in contact with this lady regarding her request to have a bench installed in the Cemetery and has explained to her the situation regarding the installation of benches in the cemetery.  The list of people applying for benches is quite extensive. The Council have made some space available in the cemetary for three benches.  There is insufficient space in the cemetery for installing more.  Until such time as the cemetery is extended, no more benches will be installed.
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T/375/09
UPDATE ON THE ROLLOUT OF THE NEW CHIP-BASED REFUSE COLLECTION SERVICE ('GREY BINS') IN THE TALLAGHT  AREA

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

“To ask the Manager to give an update on the rollout of the new chip-based refuse collection service ('grey bins') in the Tallaght Central and Tallaght South areas, and to confirm if sites have been selected for pilot projects in either area.”
REPLY:
The new system will enable the removal of bin tags.  Each customer will have an account and will be able to credit their account with the equivalent cost of their bin tag.  The bins will only be lifted where there is adequate credit in the account but it will mean that customers will no longer have to be concerned about tags being stolen and the Council will have no concerns regarding the production of counterfeit tags.  Customers will be able to top up their accounts on-line, by phone and to purchase credit in a large range of local outlets.  Waiver customers will have their accounts credited on a quarterly basis so that each quarter entitles them to six lifts - the equivalent of their current waiver pack.

In order to achieve this 83,000 individual customer accounts had to be established which linked the bin to the address.  Following this extensive piece of work over 83,000 grey bins had to be registered and a large number had to be retrofitted with a chip.  The registration of the bins required considerable customer co-operation and there are now 2274 left to be registered.  It was anticipated that only 93% would be achieved so this level is quite unprecedented.  This was a complex operation in terms of the systems required, the negotiations which had to take place internally, establishment of outlets and the engagement with every household in the county.

Customer packs are now ready to issue - there is now a single outstanding issue to be negotiated with regard to the roll-out.  Once the roll-out commences - which at this stage is anticipated being mid-October, subject to the outstanding issue being agreed - it will take 10 to 12 weeks to complete the roll-out across the county.  In effect this should result in all bin tags being discontinued from 31st January 2010.   Customers will be able to use either bin tags or credit (but not both - customer pack explains) up to the end of January 2010

There will be no pilot project.  The introduction of the new system will be on a crew by crew basis commencing with the most senior crew and with the routes of additional crews becoming operational in a methodical roll-out on a fortnightly basis thereafter.  The order of the routes will be displayed on the internet and Membersnet so that customers and Members can check when each route is due to be commenced.
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T/376/09
COMPLAINTS MADE REGARDING THE USE OF THE GREEN AT THE ENTRY TO PRIORY WALK
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 

"To ask the Manager to respond to complaints made on Whitehall Road, Kimmage, Dublin 12, regarding the use of the green at the entry to Priory Walk at what would seem to be a depot for Council machinery and does he agree that this practice should discontinue?"

REPLY:
The direct labour crew in the Drainage Section has been carrying out drainage (flood alleviation) works at Whitehall Road during the first half of 2009. In order to facilitate these works, a compound was erected on the green referred to – adjacent to the Priory. The drainage works are now complete and the compound is in the process of being removed. The Council is now in the process of reinstating the green.
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T/377/09
ADOPTION OF THE EASTERN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT (ERBD) PLAN
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“EASTERN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT PLAN 2009 - 2015

The EU Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC is being implemented across Europe and commits all member states to preventing deterioration and achieving at least good ecological status in all rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal and ground waters by 2015 (target). The island of Ireland has been divided into eight river basin districts and a River Basin Management Plan has been developed for each. The plan is the latest in a series of documents implementing the Directive.

The Directive was transposed into Irish law by Statutory Instruments No. 722 of 2003, No.413 of 2005 and No. 219 of 2008. Dublin City Council was appointed co-ordinating Local Authority for the 12 Local Authorities in the ERBD by Article 3 of the Water Framework Directive as transposed by Article 6 of SI No. 722 of 2003 and accordingly Dublin City Council was also charged with the role as Contracting Authority for the ERBD contract. Camp Dresser McKee CDM (Ireland) Ltd. were appointed following EU public procurement as Contract Consultant/Service Provider for the ERBD. This Project was funded by Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) as part of the Water Services Investment Programme (WSIP).

The Competent Authority specified in Article 3 of the EU Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC in relation to the Eastern River Basin District is the “twelve constituent relevant Local Authorities acting jointly “with Dublin City Council as Coordinating Authority for the purposes of the Establishment of Environmental Objectives and Programmes of Measures and the Making of the Eastern River Basin Management Plan in accordance with Articles 12 and 13 respectively of the transposing legislation being SI No. 722 of 2003 – European Communities (Water Policy) regulations 2003 as amended by SI No. 413 of 2005, SI No. 219 of 2008 and SI No. 272 of 2009.

The Making of the ERBD River Basin Management Plan and the Establishment of the ERBD Objectives and Programme of Measures as a reserved function of the elected representatives of South Dublin County Council at this time complies with the statutory timeline  of 16th October 2009 as laid down in SI No. 219 of 2008. All necessary procedural and substantive requirements relating to the making of the Plan and the Establishment of Objectives and a Programme of Measures have been complied with including the parallel statutory processes relating to the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Plan and an Appropriate Assessment of the Plan in compliance with Article 6 of the Habitats Directive.

The Draft River Basin Management Plan for the Eastern River Basin District was issued on 22nd December 2008 for a 6 month period of public consultation. The submissions received on the draft plan have been reviewed and incorporated into the final plan. This plan describes the actions that are proposed to ensure the necessary protection of our waters over the coming years. It sets out the pressures on the water bodies and the aims and objectives of improving the water quality and the ecology in the waters by means of a Programme of Measures. Public participation has been a major component of the work leading up to the development of the plan. Many public meetings have been held at various stages of the process and presentations have been made to Council, SPC’s and local Area committees. 

In particular an Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council  was set up. This Council was composed of  48 Members consisting of 24 Appointed Members being 2 from each of the twelve constituent Local Authorities in the ERBD, an additional 6 Appointed Members by the Association of Municipal Authorities in Ireland (AMAI) and 18 Co-opted Members following a Public Competition for representatives from the statutorily identified key sectoral pillars concerned with water resource management. The Council has been involved over the last 4 years and has provided valuable contributions to the development of the plan.

In 2015 a second plan will be prepared, learning from experience and success up to that point. Achievement of the full objective will take a number of such planning cycles and this recognises that it will take time for natural catchment ecology to grow and thrive after pollution pressures are addressed.

It is proposed to recommend that the Council notes the making of the plan at its October meeting for the first six year cycle from 22nd December 2009 to 22nd December 2015.”
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The following links provide access to background documentation and presentation given by Consultant, Dawn Keating:
Eastern River Basin Management Plan
Eastern River Basin - Programme of Measures
ERBD Compliance Report 2009
ERBD Executive Summary - South Dublin 2009
ERBD Submissions Digest Report 2009
Presentation by Deputy Project Co-Ordinator - Dawn Keating
Following a discussion to which Councillors King contributed, Ray Earle, Project Co-Ordinator,  from ERBD office  responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED and agreed to go to the October Council meeting.
T/378/09
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Crowe and AGREED in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing order for a further five minutes to complete the Order of Business.

T/379/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/380/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/381/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/382/09
'FLY-TIPPING' IN LANEWAYS IN THE DUBLIN 12 AREA
Councillor D. Looney requested that the Motion be RE-ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business:
“That this Committee deplores the littered state of many of the laneways in the Dublin 12 area of the County, many of which have served as the location for significant acts of 'fly-tipping' in recent months and years; that the Committee seeks further resourcing of the litter warden and inspection services with regard to this dangerous and antisocial practice; and that the Committee asks the Manager to prepare a report on the possibility of a Community Employment or other scheme which would engage local people in laneway cleaning and upkeep as an addition to the existing environmental services.”
T/383/09
THE REMOVAL OF WEEKEND BIN COLLECTIONS
Councillor M. Corr requested that the Motion be RE-ENTERED on the agenda for the next meeting of Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business:
“That the Manager outlines the savings to the Council in the Tallaght area through the removal of weekend bin collections when bank holidays occur.”Bottom of Form
The Meeting concluded at 5.35 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







