COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, October 12, 2009

HEADED ITEM NO.2(b)

 

REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES
b) Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (1) - 16th September 2009
Dealing with Development & Parks, Planning, Housing, Roads (1 report - Left Out Turn from Tandys Lane onto N4)
REPLY:
At the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 16th September, 2009 it was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:-

“That the Manager report to this Area Committee Meeting the report on the requested new planning scheme for the location of Tandy’s Lane and the N4, as requested and agreed by this Area Committee following my motion in May ’09, and that this Area Committee requests the Manager to initiate a new Part 8 Planning Scheme that will include a left out turn from Tandy’s Lane onto the N4.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:-

“As discussed and agreed at the May meeting the Council's Roads Department have implemented a scheme for the installation of Mova within Lucan Village to facilitate traffic flows following the closure of Tandy's Lane in September.  The Contractor has completed the Civil Works and it is envisaged that the system will be operational by the end of September 2009.  Following completion the situation will be reviewed.

Any proposal to reopen the junction would be subject to the appropriate statutory procedures necessary to give effect to such a reopening.  

Any proposal to reopen Tandy's Lane to ordinary traffic would need the approval of the NRA in the first place. The Roads Acts (1993 -2007) provide that overall responsibility for the planning, supervision of works for the construction and maintenance of national routes lies with the National Roads Authority, and they do not favour such a proposal and have indicated that they would not fund such a scheme.”

Following a discussion and a roll call vote the motion was PASSED.

It was AGREED that the motion be referred to the October County Council Meeting as a Headed Item under Report of Area Committee.

Report to Council :
The position with regard to the closure of Tandy’s lane at Ardevin is as follows:

The N4 Lucan/Leixlip Upgrade Scheme which included the closure of Tandy's Lane (except for buses) has been constructed on the basis of an approval by An Bord Pleanala in 2005  of the EIS following an Oral hearing in the Spa Hotel where all objections to the scheme and views of residents and public representatives were considered by the Inspector. The closure of the access from Ardeevin was approved by An Bord Pleanala on safety grounds and the Council is obliged to implement this decision.  

The safety grounds related  to the weaving movements of traffic leaving the N4 for the new Newcastle Road Interchange together with traffic exiting Ardeevin, crossing the bus lane to get to the N4. This is a dangerous movement of traffic where the 80 kph speed limit applies and which can only be permitted in a controlled environment similar to that pertaining on the opposite side at the Spa Hotel. This was not considered necessary or desirable because of the proximity of the new Newcastle Road interchange which in itself negates the need for the access from Ardeevin. There is little point in providing a new interchange with rearranged access points if all junctions are to remain open. 

It is not possible to alter the current contract which is based on the An Bord Pleanala decision and it must be implemented in full and the junction must remain closed. 

The terms of the motion were referred to the NRA who have overall responsibility for National Roads and the Regional Manager, Major Project Unit of the NRA has responded in writing as follows: 

"With reference to your email on October 5th and our extensive discussions, the NRA will object to any proposal to reopen an access from Tandys Lane onto the N4 and will not provide monies to fund such works. 

The N4 Lucan /Leixlip upgrade scheme which included a proposal to close Tandys Lane , was approved by An Bord Pleanala following an oral hearing in 2005. Objections to the scheme including objections concerning Tandy's Lane were heard at that time.

The closure of the lane was proposed on safety grounds with alternative access being available via the interchange at Newcastle Road."

Accordingly it is not recommended that the motion be PASSED.

