COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th September 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Brophy, C.
	Keating, D.

	Coburn, E.
	Kenny, G.

	Corr, M.
	King, C.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lahart, J.

	Crowe, S.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dowds, R.
	Looney, D.

	Gilligan, T.
	McDonagh, M.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Kearns, P.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, B. Coman

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Judge, J. McLoughlin, H. Hogan, Y. Dervan,  M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan 

	Senior Executive Planners
	

	Administrative Officer
	T. Shanahan, P. Fleming

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


Councillor Paddy Cosgrave, Deputy Mayor presided.

The Deputy Mayor wished the Mayor, Councillor Mick Duff a speedy recovery.

H1/0909
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 13th July 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed, with one correction.  Minute ref H11/0709 to be amended from reference Councillor C. Jones to Councillor Pamela Kearns in respect of nomination to South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee.
H2/0909
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0909
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0909
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES






It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0909
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor  J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q24 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0909
SOCIAL HOUSING


QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr


To ask the Manager to indicate the number of applications for social housing that are currently backlogged, also indicating the date that the oldest unprocessed application was received and what the average wait time is for applicants to receive notification of their position on the list?

REPLY:

The Council has experienced a 70% increase in applications for housing accommodation on 
the 2008 figure for the January to June period.  This has resulted in a backlog of 
applications for 
processing which at present is approximately 1,700.  The oldest non 
processed application was received on the 20th April 2009.  All applications are date 
stamped on receipt and processed in sequence.  As the criteria for allocation of Housing is 
“time on list” which is derived from the 
date of application this means that all approved 
applications will be entered on the list in accordance with the application date.


Allocations Section has designated staff to specifically address the backlog .  It is envisaged 
to have the backlog cleared by mid November 2009.  It is proposed at that time to generate 
a Housing List and issue notification to all applicants.  


Also at that time a new procedure for the assessment of applications will be put in 
place.  The applicant will be given an appointment for interview with a housing official 
who will process the application in real time and enter them on the housing list if 
applicable.  If successful they will receive their confirmation of inclusion on the list with 
reference and PIN number.   A letter of 
confirmation will also be issued to enable the 
applicant to apply for Supplementary Welfare Allowance if required.
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Q2/0909
RAPID


QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr


To ask the Manager to outline the practical implication of the winding down of the RAPID Programme in South Dublin in terms of it's impact on community resources and projects that are supported by this programme?

REPLY:

It should be noted that the McCarthy report contains proposals rather than decisions 
which will be considered by the Government and as recently as May 2009 the 
Government recommitted itself to the prioritization of RAPID.


However, if the Government decision is to wind up the programme then there will be an 
impact on community resources and projects in RAPID areas.  In the last eight 
years 
RAPID has brought in significant funding to address infrastructural deficits and 
social 
inclusion measures.  It is recognized that in the current economic climate, funding is 
now severely restricted, however RAPID is much more than just a funding 
programme.  RAPID has been successful in developing inter agency working, working 
strategically to meet locally identified needs with  a high level of community 
involvement at a neighbourhood level, all supporting better service delivery and value 
for money 


RAPID continues to play a significant role in County and area initiatives. The role is 
often to instigate and then co-ordinate/lead multi agency initiatives which would not 
progress without the involvement of RAPID. 


RAPID has been and is involved in initiatives such as:


Individual RAPID areas

Estate Management/Regeneration Projects


Community Health Projects (Fettercairn Community Health Project, Clondalkin 
Community Health Initiative) 


Strategies to address Suicide and self harm (Suicide Action West Tallaght, Clondalkin 
Action on Suicide – both with Pieta House)


Family Support Initiatives (Acorn Project (with Barnardos) Tallaght; Clondalkin Family 
Support Network)


Recreational Space:  Seven new children’s playgrounds and five new Multi Game 
Areas for 
teens


Community Based CCTV Schemes – Also convened county-wide coordination group


South Dublin County wide

RAPID is also involved in all appropriate policy making structures where it seeks to 
maximize positive outcomes for the RAPID communities.  These include:


South Dublin County Childcare Committee


South Dublin Joint Policing Committee


Social Inclusion Measures, sub group of the County Development Board

Q3/0909
CCTV SYSTEMS


QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the number of community and state CCTV 
systems 
established in the County area and in view of the concern regarding their use 
and accountability, will he agree to give a report in conjunction with other 
agencies 
on their operation to elected Councillors in the near future?

REPLY:

Community CCTV

South Dublin County Council through the Community Services Department has been 
involved with the various promoters of Community CCTV from the outset and is 
represented on the overall Steering Committee. 


Community C.C.T.V. Projects for North Clondalkin, Jobstown, Killinarden and 
Brookfield/Fettercairn areas were unanimously approved by the Joint Policing Committee 
at 
its inaugural meeting. 


The Council is obliged to act as Data Controller for publicly funded community CCTV 
schemes in its area. This was a requirement of the Garda Commissioner’s approval of 
same.


The overall purpose of these schemes is to support local communities who wish to 
install & maintain CCTV security systems in their area with the aim of increasing 
public 
safety & reducing the risk of anti-social & criminal activity in places that the general 
public have routine access to in their areas. 


The Council is fully supportive of the groups involved and has provided every assistance 
possible to them from initial application stage.

There are 4 schemes in the South Dublin County area:


North Clondalkin


Jobstown


Brookfield – Fettercairn


Killinarden


The respective promoters for these schemes are CPLN Partnership, Jobstown CDP 
and Partas for the latter two.


Construction is complete on all these Schemes and the cameras are connected to ESB 
network. Information signage has been placed on all camera poles. 


In the case of the Tallaght schemes, the Superintendent approved the proposal to 
have these monitored by the Tallaght Gardai. This change from the original concept of 
part time monitoring by the community, possibly as a social enterprise project has 
the full support of all the stakeholders. Application for funding of the necessary works 
and supply of monitoring equipment in Tallaght Garda Station has been made by the 
promoters and when received the necessary arrangements will be made with the 
Contractor, the Gardai and the promoters to allow the schemes to become fully 
operational. The technical details have already been discussed and agreed with the 
Garda Technical Division. It is anticipated that these schemes will be fully operational in 
the near future.    


Clondalkin Community CCTV Update 

CPLN Partnership has made a submission to POBAL for inclusion under the 
Community Services Programme which would allow staff to be employed to monitor 
these 
schemes. They are also endeavouring to secure Garda approval to monitoring of 
their cameras as a more favourable option. 


The Council has expressed its ongoing commitment and support to the schemes and 
will continue to work with the project promoters towards the development and 
implementation of effective and professionally run Community CCTV Schemes. These 
commitments have been conveyed to the promoters.


The operation of these schemes is subject to data protection provisions including 
auditing by the office of the Data Protection Commissioner.
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Q4/0909
TAXI DRIVERS IN DUBLIN


QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the difficulties being experienced by taxi drivers in Dublin and in South Dublin particularly, will he agree to review and enhance the availability of parking facilities  for working drivers in the County area?

REPLY:

Given the increased number of taxis now operating within the Council's administrative 
area and the relatively few taxi rank spaces in the County, it is considered opportune to 
review such provision at this time. It is noted that a similar national review is underway by 
the Taxi Regulator. 


It is proposed to draft a position paper on the development of a policy on the provision 
of 
taxi ranks and to present this to the incoming Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 
for review and prioritisation with a view to implementing best
practice in the 
provision 
and management of taxi ranks.
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Q5/0909
CCTV ROLLOUT


QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of roll out of CCTV in many areas of South County Dublin will he give a report outlining when the various systems will become fully operational and what if any involvement this Council has had in facilitating the roll out of these systems in communities throughout the County? 

REPLY:

Community CCTV

South Dublin County Council through the Community Services Department has been 
involved with the various promoters of Community CCTV from the outset and is 
represented on the overall Steering Committee. 


Community C.C.T.V. Projects for North Clondalkin, Jobstown, Killinarden and 
Brookfield/Fettercairn areas were unanimiously approved by the Joint Policing Committee 
at its inaugural meeting. 


The Council is obliged to act as Data Controller for publicly funded community CCTV 
schemes in its area. This was a requirement of the Garda Commissioner’s approval of 
same.


The overall purpose of these schemes is to support local communities who wish to 
install & maintain CCTV security systems in their area with the aim of increasing 
public 
safety & reducing the risk of anti-social & criminal activity in places that the general 
public have routine access to in their areas. 


The Council is fully supportive of the groups involved and has provided every assistance 
possible to them from initial application stage. 


There are 4 schemes in the South Dublin County area:


North Clondalkin


Jobstown


Brookfield – Fettercairn


Killinarden


The respective promoters for these schemes are CPLN Partnership, Jobstown CDP 
and Partas for the latter two.


Construction is complete on all these Schemes and the cameras are connected to ESB 
network. Information signage has been placed on all camera poles. 


In the case of the Tallaght schemes, the Superintendent approved the proposal to 
have these monitored by the Tallaght Gardai. This change from the original concept of 
part time monitoring by the community, possibly as a social enterprise project has 
the full support of all the stakeholders. Application for funding of the necessary works 
and supply of monitoring equipment in Tallaght Garda Station has been made by the 
promoters and when received the necessary arrangements will be made with the 
Contractor, the Gardai and the promoters to allow the schemes to become fully 
operational. The technical details have already been discussed and agreed with the 
Garda Technical Division. It is anticipated that these schemes will be fully operational in 
the near future.    


Clondalkin Community CCTV Update 

CPLN Partnership has made a submission to POBAL for inclusion under the 
Community Services Programme which would allow staff to be employed to monitor 
these schemes. They are also endeavouring to secure Garda approval to monitoring of 
their cameras as a more favourable option. 


The Council has expressed its ongoing commitment and support to the schemes and 
will continue to work with the project promoters towards the development and 
implementation of effective and professionally run Community CCTV Schemes. These 
commitments have been conveyed to the promoters.


The operation of these schemes is subject to data protection provisions including 
auditing by the office of the Data Protection Commissioner


The CCTV system in operation at County Hall and Civic Centre Clondalkin operates for 
Security purposes. The data captured is viewed only if there is an incident of risk to 
staff or customers, or damage or theft to property. There is a limited list of Senior 
Staff, Security and Architects staff with access to the data. The data is deleted after a 
period of 21 days. 
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Q6/0909
REFUSE COLLECTIONS


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager if he would consider giving people with Monday bin collections, collections on alternative days of the week when Monday bank holidays occur?

REPLY:

As previously reported, the decision to discontinue refuse collections on or in lieu 
of bank/public holidays was taken in the context of generally low grey bin 
presentation rates, average presentation rates of approximately 33% on normal 
collections 
days falling to less than 15% for collections on or in lieu of bank/public 
holidays, combined with unsustainable costs of €30,000 per bank holiday to provide 
these collections.  The average presentation rates show that the majority of customers 
are not overly affected with opportunities to present grey bins reduced by 
approximately only 10% on some route.  This will also assist in increasing awareness of 
recycling and waste minimisation while customers with large families are provided 
with 
second bins where appropriate and additionally, the Ballymount Civic Amenity 
remains open over bank holiday weekends question for customers who feel that they 
have to dispose of refuse immediately.


It is acknowledged that customers ordinarily collected on Mondays are affected  more than 
others and refuse routes are being examined to explore available options to lessen 
this impact.  This examination is taking place within the context of an overall review which 
is being held in conjunction with the unions and includes the introduction of the brown 
bin alternative.
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Q7/0909
CHARGES FOR FOOTBALL PITCHES


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager


(a) To lay out a table giving the charges for the use of football pitches currently and before the prices were increased?

(b) To provide an explanation as to why charges have increased so much?

(c) To give an explanation as to why councillors were not even informed of these changes?

(d) To indicate how and when these charges might be decreased?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council allocates temporary lettings of its playing pitches every 
year to various clubs and sporting organisations within the County.  The allocation is 
carried out by way of a 9 month seasonal letting subject to specified conditions 
including 
the payment of a fee.  The current fees have been reviewed with effect 
from August 2009 
and covers the period 2009-2010; 2010-2011; and 2011-2012.  
The fees are applied to the 
l40 pitches provided and maintained by South Dublin County Council.  The fees for 
playing pitches were last reviewed in 2006.


For purpose of clarification, set out hereunder is the schedule of fees that applied to 
the period 2006-2009 and the fees applying under the current scheme 2009-20l2 
inclusive.


(a)


2006-2009       GAA

Clubs with one adult team - €550.


Each adult team in excess of one - €100 per team.


Clubs fielding no adult teams – no fee.


Soccer

Clubs with one adult team - €450.00


Each adult team in excess of one - €100.00 per team.


Clubs fielding no adult team – no fee.


Summer Lettings 

Clubs with one adult team - €100.00


Each adult team in excess of one - €50.00 per team


2009-2012       GAA

Clubs fee - €550.


All adult team - €50 per team.


All teams from 12 to 18 inclusive - €30 per team


All teams from age 8 to 11 inclusive - €10 per team 


 Soccer

Clubs fee - €450.


All adult teams - €50 per team.


All teams from 12 to 18 inclusive - €30 per team


All teams from age 8 to 11 inclusive - €10 per team


 Summer Lettings 

Club/team fee - €120.00


Each additional team - €50.00 per team


(b)


The current scheme is deemed to be more equitable than previous schemes as all 
clubs contribute equally depending on the number of teams registered.  It should be 
noted that under previous schemes a number of clubs were exempt from the fee and 
consequently made no contribution to the maintenance and management of the 
pitches 
allocated to them.  


 It should also be noted that the average increase per team, of which there are 
approximately 770 teams using the pitches on a regular basis, is €0.65 per team per 
week.  The average weekly rate per team for the use of a pitch is approximately 
€2.30.


 The fees charged to the clubs are considered reasonable and contribute only in part to 
the annual specific cost incurred by the Council in the maintenance and 
management of 
the pitches developed and allocated throughout the County. 


 (c)


 The Members were notified of the revised fee schedule by email dated 12th August 09 
and also through the Memebersnet system. 


(d)

 
The revised fee schedule came into effect on the lst August 2009 and covers the 
period 
2009-2010 2010-2011 and 2011-2112 .
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Q8/0909
KILCARBERRY GOLF COURSE


QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to outline the charges for playing golf at Kilcarberry Golf Course both before and after the most recent price hikes and to give an explanation for the increase?

REPLY:

The Council’s Golf Course at Grange Castle Kilcarberry has been operating 
successfully since April l998. As a result of a recent tender processs earlier this year 
the Council engaged the services of a Management Company for a three year period 
commencing lst Ferbruary 2009 to manage and administer the facilities at Grange 
Castle Golf Course.


As part of their contract,  the new management company was asked to examine the 
existing operations and make a submission to increase the revenue potential 
particularly in relation to off-peak times and to suggest incentives to maximise course 
usage having regard to the current economic climate and competition in the golf 
industry.


Following discussions with the Management Company regarding their submission it 
was agreed that the green fee rates shown below be applied with effect from the lst 
June 2009:


Set out hereunder is a comparison of the new green fees with those which were in 
operation prior to 1st June 2009 i.e. the green fees that came into operation on 7th 
August 2007


Weekdays excluding Bank Holidays
	 
	Green Fee (2007)
	Green Fee (2009)
	Member (2007)
	Member (2009)  
	OAP/ Student/ Unwaged (2007)
	OAP/ Student/ Unwaged (2009)
	Junior U 16 (2007)
	Junior U 16 (2009)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18 Holes
	€23
	  €23
	€16
	€16
	€15
	  €15  
	€10
	€10

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9 Holes
	€16
	  €16  
	€10
	€10
	€10
	  €16  
	€8
	  €10  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7 Holes
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€7
	€7

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	14 Holes
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€10
	€10


 
Weekends and Bank Holidays 

	 
	Green Fee (2007)
	Green Fee (2009)
	Member (2007)
	Member (2009)
	OAP/ Student/ Unwaged (2007)
	OAP/ Student/ Unwaged (2009)
	Junior U 16 (2007)
	Junior U 16 (2009)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18 Holes
	€32
	€32
	€22
	€22
	€32
	€22 after 15.00  on weekends and €32 on Public Holidays
	€10
	€10 after 15.00 on weekends and €32 on Public Holidays

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9 Holes
	€23
	€16 Time restrictions may apply
	€16
	€16 Time restrictions may apply
	€23
	€16 Time restrictions may apply
	€10
	€10           Time restrictions may apply

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7 Holes
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€10
	€7
	€7

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	14 Holes
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€16
	€10
	€10



2007 Buggy Hire                       2009 Buggy Hire       

 14 Holes and 18 Holes     €30            14 Holes and 18 Holes     €30     

  7 Holes and 9 Holes        €15              7 Holes and 9 Holes        €15

It can be seen from the foregoing that there is no appreciable increase in individual 
green fees but the new rates applying are designed to optimise usage of the facility 
during both peak and off-peak periods.  The new arrangements have been monitored 
since their introduction in June and the Council is satisfied that the changes have led to 
improved use of the course as well as an increase in revenue.
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Q9/0909
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to provide the following information for each year since 2004:


Number of planning applications received, granted, and refused in Zonings H, B, and G?

REPLY:

The following are the details in relation to planning applications received from 2004 to 
31st August 2009 in Zoning Objective Areas H, B and G. of the Council’s 
administrative 
area.


 Zoning Objective Area H 
                            Applications          Permissions                            Applications 

Year          Received.                 Granted.         Refusals         Withdrawn








                
       
2004                     31                             15                     14                    2  


2005                    25                               7                     16                    2


2006                    34                             12                    22                   --


2007                     24                             6                     18                    --


2008                     32                           14                    17                    1


2009(to31/8/09)    20                            4                     14                    2  


 Zoning Objective  Area B.

2004                        38                                25                     13                      --


2005                        40                                23                     15                      2


2006                        39                                11                     28                      -


2007                        38                                11                     26                      1


2008                        56                                34                     21                      1


2009(to 31/8/09)     25                                15                     10                       -


Zoning Objective Area G

2004                      --                                 --                     - -                      --


2005                      --                                  --                     --                       --


2006                      --                                  --                     --                       --


2007                       13                                 9                     4                        -- 


2008                        5                                 3                     2                        --       


2009(to 31/8/09)      8                                  6                     2                        --


Details of applications received in the Zoning Objective Area G prior to the year 2007 are 
unavailable.
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Q10/0909
LITTER FINES


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to provide the following information:

The number of on the spot litter fines issued in 2008, the monetary face value of same, the amount collected, and what action is being taken to collect the outstanding monies?

REPLY:

In 2008, 2,971 litter fines were issued in the total sum of €445,650.  Receipts in the sum of 
€245,684 have been received in respect of payment/part-payment of these fines by 
offenders to date.  


Where validly issued fines remain unpaid prosecutions are pursued in the District Court and 
285 such prosecutions commenced in 2008.  The penalties imposed by the Courts which 
has also included costs in the majority of instances, are collected by the Courts Service 
and then paid onto the Council.  At the end of 2008 €31,915 remained outstanding.
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Q11/0909
DUBLIN BUS STOPS


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to write to Dublin Bus and ask that the commitment be reaffirmed that buses will stop at all relevant bus stops, including bus stops that may be in or near service lanes, an example of which is the N4?

REPLY:

Dublin Bus are required to stop at all official bus stops. When the question is 
approved Dublin Bus will be written to and asked to reaffirm their service standard.
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Q12/0909
BINS


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask  the Manager that all grey bins be returned to footpaths when emptied, rather than being left on the roads, as in case in many estates?  The practice of not returning grey bins to footpaths by some staff, is not only a source of great annoyance and inconvenience to many residents, including our senior citizens, but is also potentially dangerous as many cars can be seen manoeuvring around grey bins that are left on roads in our estates. 

REPLY:

The refuse collection staff are regularly reminded to return emptied bins to the road side so 
as not to cause an obstruction.  Supervisory staff monitor that the bins are returned to 
roadside on an ongoing basis.  The repositioning of bins will be included in the overall 
negotiations on the restructuring of the service which are being conducted between Unions 
and Management.


If the member has details of  any particular locations where bins are not being returned to 
the roadside the particular instances will be raised with the Refuse Service Staff and 
monitored thereafter.
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Q13/0909
GRASS CUTTING


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask that the Manager would report in detail as to why grass remains un-cut, in some cases for many months, including in road medians, and verges in our county?  In some adjoining local authorities it is evident that grass in similar locations is being maintained on a regular basis, an example of which is on the N4 where on the Dublin City side grass is being maintained regularly and on South Dublin County Council side it is in the most appalling condition.

REPLY:
It has been a challenging year to keep grass growth under control. The grass cutting programme has been significantly affected over the last number of months due to the very poor weather conditions prevailing since the end of June. Met Eireann statistics for the summer just passed have confirmed rainfall levels 42% above average for the South Dublin County Council area. The above average rainfall levels were also accompanied by above average temperatures which have resulted in rapid rates of grass re-growth. The levels of rainfall have also presented difficulties for the staff of the Parks & Landscape Services Department where some open space areas could not be cut due to waterlogged ground conditions. In general, service levels have been maintained in respect of lands in charge of the County Council.

Where grass has not been cut, it is generally because the open spaces in question are not in charge of the Council. Maintenance of these areas is the responsibility of the relevant developer. In a number of cases, staff in the Parks Department have made contact with developers to remind them of their obligation to maintain open space areas until such time as they are taken in charge and put under regular maintenance by the Council.

In relation to the specific matter of grass cutting on public roads, works on these areas are now subject to Health & Safety considerations that did not previously apply. The Health & Safety considerations have necessitated the training of Council staff involving Signing Lighting and Guarding of the work area while maintenance work is taking place.  In the case of dual carriageways and major roads additional specialized training is required to comply with Health & Safety requirements and trainers are being sought at present to provide this training.

In the interim, in order to carry out works on dual carriageways and major roads, specialist contractors will have to be engaged to provide the Signing Lighting and Guarding part of the operation, as was the case recently where works were carried out on behalf of the NRA on the Clondalkin to City West section of the N7.

In relation to the maintenance of the N4, the Council is not in a position to comment on the arrangements that Dublin City Council have in place. The section of the N4 from the city boundary to the Kildare border is maintained by the Council on behalf of the National Roads Authority. The costs associated with maintaining the route are recouped from the NRA on an annual basis. Preparations are in hand in partnership with the Roads Department, to put in place the necessary Health and Safety arrangements so that the section of the N4 at Palmerstown, extending from the city boundary to the M50 can be cut and tidied. It is anticipated that the necessary arrangements will be put in place in the near future.

Q14/0909
BURIAL GROUND MAINTENANCE


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask that the Manager would report in detail on the lack of regular maintenance to this county's cemeteries. The lack of regular maintenance is the source of great upset and embarrassment to many residents, particular those visiting the graves of their loved ones on weekends, anniversaries, birthdays etc. In addition many residents visiting cemeteries in South Dublin for funerals have remarked how unsightly our cemeteries are. Will the Manager also report in detail as to what measures will be taken to remedy this very serious and sensitive matter?

REPLY: 

It has been a challenging year to keep grass growth under control. The grass cutting 
programme has been significantly affected over the last number of months due to the very 
poor weather conditions prevailing since the end of June. Met Eireann statistics for the 
summer just passed have confirmed rainfall levels 42% above average for the South Dublin 
County Council area. The above average rainfall levels were also accompanied by above 
average temperatures which have resulted in rapid rates of grass re-growth. The levels of 
rainfall have also presented difficulties for the staff of the Parks & Landscape Services 
Department where some open space areas could not be cut due to waterlogged ground 
conditions. In general, service levels have been maintained in respect of lands in charge of 
the County Council.


Where grass has not been cut, it is generally because the open spaces in question are not 
in 
charge of the Council. Maintenance of these areas is the responsibility of the 
relevant developer. In a number of cases, staff in the Parks Department have made 
contact with developers to remind them of their obligation to maintain open space areas 
until such time as hey are taken in charge and put under regular maintenance by the 
Council.


In relation to the specific matter of grass cutting on public roads, works on these areas are 
now subject to Health & Safety considerations that did not previously apply. The Health & 
Safety considerations have necessitated the training of Council staff involving Signing 
Lighting and Guarding of the work area while maintenance work is taking place.  In the 
case of dual carriageways and major roads additional specialized training is required to 
comply 
with Health & Safety requirements and trainers are being sought at present to 
provide this training.


In the interim, in order to carry out works on dual carriageways and major roads, specialist 
contractors will have to be engaged to provide the Signing Lighting and Guarding part of 
the operation, as was the case recently where works were carried out on behalf of the 
NRA on the Clondalkin to City West section of the N7.


In relation to the maintenance of the N4, the Council is not in a position to comment on the 
arrangements that Dublin City Council have in place. The section of the N4 from the city 
boundary to the Kildare border is maintained by the Council on behalf of the National Roads 
Authority. The costs associated with maintaining the route are recouped from the NRA on 
an annual basis. Preparations are in hand in partnership with the Roads Department, to 
put in place the necessary Health and Safety arrangements so that the section of 
the N4 at Palmerstown, extending from the city boundary to the M50 can be cut and 
tidied. It is anticipated that the necessary arrangements will be put in place in the near 
future.
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Q15/0909
ELECTRONIC CREDIT


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager to report in detail on the introduction, including time-scale, for the long awaited and now overdue new domestic refuse system?

REPLY:

The new system will enable the removal of bin tags.  Each customer will have an account 
and will able to credit their account with the equivalent cost of their bin tag.  The bins 
will only be lifted where there is adequate credit in the account but it will mean that 
customers will no longer have to be concerned about tags being stolen and the 
Council 
will have no concerns 
regarding the production of counterfeit tags.  Customers 
will be able top up their accounts on-line, by phone and to purchase credit in a large 
range of local outlets.  Waiver customers will have their accounts credited on a 
quarterly 
basis so that each quarter entitles them to six 
lifts - the equivalent of 
their current 
waiver pack.


In order to achieve this 83,000 individual customer accounts had to be established which 
linked the bin to the address.  Following this extensive piece of work over 83,000 grey bins 
had to be registered and a large number had to be retrofitted with a chip.  The registration 
of the bins required considerable customer co-operation and there are now 2274 left 
to 
be registered.  It was anticipated that only 93% would be achieved so this level is 
quite unprecedented.  This was a complex operation in terms of the systems required, 
the negotiations which had to take place internally, establishment of outlets and the 
engagement 
with every household in the county.


Customer packs are now ready to issue - there is now a single outstanding issue to be 
negotiated with regard to the roll-out.  Once the roll-out commences - which at this stage is 
anticipated being mid-October, subject to the outstanding issue being agreed - it will take 
10 to 12 weeks to complete the roll-out across the county.  In effect this should result I
n 
all bin 
tags being discontinued from 31st January 2010. 
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Q16/0909
HOUSING GRANTS


QUESTION:  Councillor C. King

To ask the Manager to inform and update the Council on the lack of funding for the 'housing aid for older persons grant', 'housing adaption grant' etc taking into account no funding has arrived from the Department since January when it was due and what plans are in place to ensure that our elderly and disabled citizens can receive the essential assistance applied for through these schemes to enable them to live a more comfortable life and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The  Council received confirmation of a funding allocation of €4,545,000 on 7th May, 2009 
from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  The amount of 

€3,550,670 is recoupable from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government.  The balance of €994,330 must be provided by the Council from its out 
revenue resources.  The following is a breakdown of the funding allocation.


Disabled Persons/Essential Repair Grant Schemes:

Allocation of €640,000 of which one-third must be funded by the Council from its own 
revenue resources, which amounts to €213,333.


Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, Mobility Aids Grant and 
Housing Aid for Older People Grant Schemes:

Allocation of €3,905,000 of which 20% must be funded by the Council from its own revenue 
resources, which amounts to €781,000.


Expenditure of applications approved to date is €3,062,793.40 which has been claimed from 
the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government €2,172,289 of which 
has been recouped to date.                                


Taking into account the number of applications on hand and the financial resources 
available to the Council there may not be sufficient funds available to process all 
valid 
applications both received to date and anticipated applications received to end of 
year. This will be considered in the context of the revised Budgets for 2009 and 
2010.
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Q17/0909
FAS WORK PLACEMENT


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager if the council is engaged or planning to engage with the FAS Work Placement Programme placement?

REPLY:

It is proposed to set up a network of intellectual enterprise zones throughout the county 
where individuals can use the space on a ‘time share basis’ to run and operate their 
business and where persons on the live register can develop added value skills.  In 
tandem with the physical space it is proposed to develop a virtual business campus or 
intellectual enterprise zones where research can be carried out into the cost of doing 
business and innovative new 
technologies will be pursued with a view to creating 
new business opportunities.  This space 
will also afford participants to engage in a 
community of practice and network with like minded individuals.  The web presence be an 
interactive space where participants in the programme can feedback their observations, ask 
questions, register for various training programmes, interact with colleagues and book 
time/space in the Intellectual Enterprise Zone 
work space.  A feedback form on the open 
day is being developed as part of this work and will be circulated to all participants for their 
input.


The physical zones will be clustered at key locations throughout the County, namely in town 
centre locations with access to public infrastructure such as the LUAS.  The zones will 
initially 
be located in public buildings such as County Hall, Tallaght and the Civic Centre in 
Clondalkin and other community facilities throughout the County.


Scoping of ideas and meeting with Stakeholders

Initial meetings have been held with the Dublin Regional Director of FAS to scope out the 
possibility of designing specific interventions for those on the live register that are highly 
skilled and/or professionally qualified.  These interventions may include use of the work 
placement programme where appropriate. Meetings were also held with the managers of 
the 
Dodder Valley Partnership and Liffey Valley Partnerships to examine possible 
initiatives for 
medium and low skilled workers currently on the live register.  The County 
Enterprise Board and Chamber of Commerce have also been actively engaged 
examining 
businesses currently 
in the County and the barriers/opportunities to doing 
business 
effectively.


Subsequent meetings have been held with the local manager of Employment Services and 
manager of the Local Training Centre of FAS to begin to design a specific intervention.  The 
proposed scheme will follow the template of a LTI (Local training initiative) course where 
SDCC will be the corporate sponsors.


The courses will be delivered on site in SDCC’s facilities (training suite, library, digital media 
centre), designed by SDCC and funded by FAS.  The aim of the course will be to give highly 
skilled professionals new skills in the areas of technology, business management and 
entrepreneurial skills with a view to aiding individuals establish themselves as a SME.  In 
tandem with this specific intervention a piece of research will also be undertaken to 
examine the cost of doing business in the County and to look at ways to work 
smarter.


Attendees at the course will be invited to participate in forming research cells in their 
particular areas of expertise with a view to determining new and innovative ways to drive 
down the cost of doing business.


Following on from the series of meetings a working group has been established under the 
County Development Board to progress the actions as identified.  An open day was also 
planned to engage directly with a targeted group on the live register to gauge the level of 
interest in such a programme.  


Targeting the demographic

The initial programme was specifically targeted at those individuals currently on the live 

register that are highly skilled and/or professionally qualified.  Working in collaboration with 
the manager of the local Social Welfare Office we have extracted from the 100 categories of 
professions/jobs on their database those categories which equate to highly skilled and/or 
professional job categories.  There are 22 categories of this type.


 Social Welfare sent a mail shot (attached) directly to six hundred individuals from the 
following professions/skills:-


·        engineers & technologists


·         teachers


·        legal professionals


·        financial professionals


·        IT professionals


·        quantity surveyors


·        architects 


Informing them of this initiative and directed those interested to register on line at 
http://www.southdublin.ie/enterprisezone/enterprisezone-openday.html.  We 
had sixty registrations expressing an interest in attending the open day.  Following the 
registration process those interested were invited to upload their skills profile and outline 
what specific supports and/or training they feel they might require to facilitate their return 
to the workforce.  Interventions are also being examined and designed for the groups 
that fall into medium and low skill occupations.  These initiatives are being led by 
the Dodder Valley Partnership and the Liffey Valley Partnership.


Further to these specific initiatives, SDCC in partnership with The Synergy Centre, IT 
Tallaght will conduct research into the cost of doing business, barriers to setting up 
business in the 
County and the factors influencing a small company’s decision to remain in 
business, re-
locate or fold.  This research will be conducted by way of an online 
questionnaire hosted on www.sdublincoco.com and will be targeted at the 300 
(approx.) SME’s that have graduated through Synergy’s training and mentoring 
programmes.  Synergy will contact all 
alumni of their programme and encourage them to 
participate in the research.


Open day

The open day was held on April 30th inst and fifty participants attended.  The programme 
for the day outlined the following:-

· Our vision for Intellectual Enterprise Zones 

· Enhanced professional skills 

· Future proofing your skills through a community of practice 

· Developing a tailor made training programme 

· Outlining participants’ rights and entitlements


The speakers on the day were representative of SDCC, FAS and Social Welfare.  There was 
excellent interaction on the day and the participants were afforded the opportunity to 
feedback their observations and thoughts on the open day, some of which was voiced on 
the day and others chose to send feedback through email.


 Inter Agency Coordinator & web presence

An inter agency coordinator has been engaged by the CDB to progress the project.  They 
have been tasked with establishing the working group and ensuring representation from all 
stakeholders. Further to this the coordinator is working with the Council’s IT department to 
develop the web presence that will seek to engage with participants in the programme.  It 
is envisaged that this web presence will be an interactive space where participants in the 
programme can feedback their observations, ask questions, register for various training 
programmes, and interact with colleagues and book time/space in the Intellectual 
Enterprise Zone work space which has been fitted out and will be launched shortly


  Next steps
· The web presence as outlined above will be launched this month  

· Liaise with Social Welfare on the issue of  another mail shot to the target group 
inviting participation in the virtual website and the physical space in County Hall. 

· Development of individual models of training programme following feedback from 
participants in Open Day and the website. 

· Monitor participation in and progress of individuals in the programme.  

· Expand on demand for Intellectual Enterprise Zone opportunities.
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Q18/0909
INTELLECTUAL ENTERPRISE ZONE



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide an update on the Intellectual Enterprise Zone Initiative and to ask if there are any plans to extend the initiative to other parts of the County?

REPLY:

It is proposed to set up a network of intellectual enterprise zones throughout the county 
where individuals can use the space on a ‘time share basis’ to run and operate their 
business and where persons on the live register can develop added value skills.  In 
tandem with the physical space it is proposed to develop a virtual business campus or 
intellectual enterprise 
zones where research can be carried out into the cost of 
doing business and innovative new technologies will be pursued with a view to 
creating 
new business opportunities.  This space 
will also afford participants to 
engage in a 
community of practice and network with like 
minded individuals.  The 
web 
presence be an interactive space where participants in the programme can feedback 
their observations, ask questions, register for various training programmes, interact with 
colleagues and book time/space in the Intellectual Enterprise Zone work space.  A 
feedback form on the open day is being developed as part of this work and will be 
circulated to all participants for their input.


The physical zones will be clustered at key locations throughout the County, namely in town 
centre locations with access to public infrastructure such as the LUAS.  The zones will 
initially 
be located in public buildings such as County Hall, Tallaght and the Civic Centre in 
Clondalkin and other community facilities throughout the County.


Scoping of ideas and meeting with Stakeholders

Initial meetings have been held with the Dublin Regional Director of FAS to scope out the 
possibility of designing specific interventions for those on the live register that are highly 
skilled and/or professionally qualified.  Meetings were also held with the managers of the 
Dodder Valley Partnership and Liffey Valley Partnerships to examine possible initiatives for 
medium and low skilled workers currently on the live register.  The County Enterprise Board 
and Chamber of Commerce have also been actively engaged examining businesses 
currently in the County and the barriers/opportunities to doing business effectively.


Subsequent meetings have been held with the local manager of Employment Services and 
manager of the Local Training Centre of FAS to begin to design a specific intervention.  The 
proposed scheme will follow the template of a LTI (Local training initiative) course where 
SDCC will be the corporate sponsors.


The courses will be delivered on site in SDCC’s facilities (training suite, library, digital media 
centre), designed by SDCC and funded by FAS.  The aim of the course will be to give highly 
skilled professionals new skills in the areas of technology, business management and 
entrepreneurial skills with a view to aiding individuals establish themselves as a SME.  In 
tandem with this specific intervention a piece of research will also be undertaken to 
examine the cost of doing business in the County and to look at ways to work 
smarter.


Attendees at the course will be invited to participate in forming research cells in their 
particular areas of expertise with a view to determining new and innovative ways to drive 
down the cost of doing business.


Following on from the series of meetings a working group has been established under the 
County Development Board to progress the actions as identified.  An open day was also 
planned to engage directly with a targeted group on the live register to gauge the level of 
interest in such a programme.  


Targeting the demographic

The initial programme was specifically targeted at those individuals currently on the live 
register that are highly skilled and/or professionally qualified.  Working in collaboration with 
the manager of the local Social Welfare Office we have extracted from the 100 categories of 
professions/jobs on their database those categories which equate to highly skilled and/or 
professional job categories.  There are 22 categories of this type.


 Social Welfare sent a mail shot (attached) directly to six hundred individuals from the 
following professions/skills:-


·        engineers & technologists


·         teachers


·        legal professionals


·        financial professionals


·        IT professionals


·        quantity surveyors


·        architects 


Informing them of this initiative and directed those interested to register on line at 
http://www.southdublin.ie/enterprisezone/enterprisezone-openday.html.  We had sixty 
registrations expressing an interest in attending the open day.  Following the registration 
process those interested were invited to upload their skills profile and outline what specific 
supports and/or training they feel they might require to facilitate their return to the 
workforce.  Interventions are also being examined and designed for the groups that fall into 
medium and low skill occupations.  These initiatives are being led by the Dodder Valley 
Partnership and the Liffey Valley Partnership.


Further to these specific initiatives, SDCC in partnership with The Synergy Centre, IT 
Tallaght will conduct research into the cost of doing business, barriers to setting up 
business in the 
County and the factors influencing a small company’s decision to remain in 
business, re-locate or fold.  This research will be conducted by way of an online 
questionnaire hosted on www.sdublincoco.com and will be targeted at the 300 
(approx.) 
SME’s that have graduated through Synergy’s training and mentoring 
programmes.  
Synergy will contact all alumni of their programme and encourage them to participate in the 
research.


Open day

The open day was held on April 30th inst and fifty participants attended.  The programme 
for the day outlined the following:-

· Our vision for Intellectual Enterprise Zones 

· Enhanced professional skills 

· Future proofing your skills through a community of practice 

· Developing a tailor made training programme 

· Outlining participants’ rights and entitlements


The speakers on the day were representative of SDCC, FAS and Social Welfare.  There was 
excellent interaction on the day and the participants were afforded the opportunity to 
feedback their observations and thoughts on the open day, some of which was voiced on 
the day and others chose to send feedback through email.


 Inter Agency Coordinator & web presence

An inter agency coordinator has been engaged by the CDB to progress the project.  They 
have been tasked with establishing the working group and ensuring representation from all 
stakeholders. Further to this the coordinator is working with the Council’s IT department to 
develop the web presence that will seek to engage with participants in the programme.  It 
is envisaged that this web presence will be an interactive space where participants in the 
programme can feedback their observations, ask questions, register for various training 
programmes, and interact with colleagues and book time/space in the Intellectual 
Enterprise Zone work space which has been fitted out and will be launched shortly

  
Next steps
· The web presence as outlined above will be launched this month  

· Liaise with Social Welfare on the issue of  another mail shot to the target group 
inviting participation in the virtual website and the physical space in County Hall. 

· Development of individual models of training programme(s) with our partners 
following feedback from participants in Open Day and the website. 

· Monitor participation in, and progress of, individuals in the programme.  

· Expand on identified demand  for Intellectual Enterprise Zone provision.
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Q19/0909
HOME IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report on the number of applications and approvals for house improvement grants, including Grants for Older People, Mobility Grants and Disability Grants, made in 2008 and in 2009 to date and to advise on whether current funding from the Department of Environment & Local Government is sufficient to deal with the estimated uptake for the remainder of 2009 and 2010?

REPLY:

With regard to the above question regarding the three Housing Grant Schemes please see 
table below with details of each Scheme.    Please note the Housing Adaptation Grant for 
People with a Disability has replaced the Disabled Persons Grant and the Housing Aid for 
Older People has replaced the Essential Repairs Grant, since 1st November, 2007. 


2008
	Type of Grant
	Applications received
	Applications Approved
	Expenditure

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability
	338
	60
	€544,752.00

	Mobility Aids Housing Grants Scheme
	24
	12
	€77,544.00

	Housing Aids for Older People
	162
	91
	€456,365.00

	Old Scheme -Disabled Persons Grant
	300
	241
	€2,371,744.00

	Old Scheme -Essential Repairs Grant
	144
	144
	€736,255.00

	 
	 
	 
	€4,186,660.00



2009
	Type of Grant
	Applications on hand 
	Applications Approved to date
	Expenditure

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability
	245
	123
	€1,951,347.40

	Mobility Aids Housing Grants Scheme
	42
	20
	€39,850.00

	Housing Aids for Older People
	105
	74
	€397,021.00

	 
	 
	 
	€2,388,218.40

	Old Scheme Disabled Persons Grant
	13 (remaining) 
	 
	€674,575.00

	Old Scheme Essential Repairs Grant
	Scheme finished
	N/A
	€0.00

	 
	 
	 
	€3,062,793.40



Expenditure to date is €3,062,793.40


South Dublin County Council received confirmation of a funding allocation of €4,545,000 on 
7th May, 2009 from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  We 
have not yet been notified of our allocation for 2010. The amount of €3,550,670 is 
recoupable from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. All 
expenditure to date has been claimed from the Department of Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government and will be paid in full by year end. The balance of €994,330 must be 
provided by the Council from its own revenue resources.  The following is a breakdown of 
the funding allocation.


Disabled Persons/Essential Repair Grant Schemes:

Allocation of €640,000 of which one-third must be funded by the Council from its own 
revenue resources, which amounts to €213,333.


Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, Mobility Aids Grant and 
Housing Aid for Older People Grant Schemes:

Allocation of €3,905,000 of which 20% must be funded by the Council from its own revenue 
resources, which amounts to €781,000.


Taking into account the number of applications on hand and the financial resources 
available to the Council there may not be sufficient funds available to process all 
valid 
applications both received to date and anticipated applications received to end of 
year. This will be considered in the context of the revised Budgets for 2009 and 
Budget 
2010.
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Q20/0909
LEASING FOR SOCIAL HOUSING PURPOSES


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for an update on plans for the leasing of unoccupied new housing stock in privately constructed development for social housing purposes?

REPLY:

There is a national fund of €2OM available from the Department of Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government to Local Housing Authorities in the current year to lease new 
properties for social housing purposes and the Council is proactively promoting the scheme 
as a means of providing Social Housing.


Under the Leasing Project Local Housing Authorities will lease new, vacant homes and take 
responsibility for their maintenance, insurance and tenancy management for 10 or 20 year 
periods.  Minimum batches of 10 units of accommodation are required and it is a condition 
of the scheme that the management and maintenance of the leased homes be contracted 
to a Voluntary Housing Body.  

 
The Council placed a procurement advertisement in the Irish Times seeking expressions of I
nterest in the Leasing Project in February of this year but the response to the advertisement 
was disappointing.


The Council is currently in negotiations with one developer who responded to our 
advertisement about the leasing of apartments for social housing use which meet the 
required criteria.  


The main criteria taken into account when the Council is assessing a leasing proposal are: 

· the demand for such homes in the location concerned; 

· the concentration of social homes already in the area---the Council has a proactive 
policy of social integration through planned tenure mix whereby we will not permit 
the percentage of social homes in any street, block or estate to exceed 10/15%, 
the higher percentage being considered only where there is a negligible 
quantity of 
social housing in the general area; 

· value for money.


 The Council has also been given permission to utilise the leasing fund to socialise a number 
of unsold affordable homes. This project has just commenced and a detailed report on 
same 
will be presented to the Housing and Social SPC at its next meeting, and to the 
Area Committees.
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Q21/0909
RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for details on the number of units rented by the council under the Rental Allowance Scheme, categorised by different unit type & bedroom number and indicating an average rent payment for each category?

REPLY:

There are 795 properties in the Rental Accommodation Scheme at present and 658 
of these properties have been contracted from private landlords.  The remainder are made 
up of  100 properties purchased by South Dublin County Council and designated RAS 
properties and 37 properties funded under the Capital Assistance Scheme.


Both apartments and houses have  been contracted by landlords into RAS and the split is 
209 apartments and 449  houses.


The break down in terms of bedrooms is as follows:


Apartments

One Bedroom          Two Bedrooms         Three Bedrooms

38                               154                            17

Houses
 Two Bedrooms    Three Bedrooms    Four Bedrooms   Five Bedrooms  Six Bedrooms
        
 25                                 387                               30                                6                      1

The rent levels to be paid on new RAS contracts are reviewed regularly to ensure that 
value for money is being achieved.  A review of rents being paid for properties contracted 
into RAS more than one year ago is about to commence with a view to achieving more 
savings.  


At present rents paid under new RAS contracts are in the region of  700 to 750 euro per 
month for 1 bedroom properties; 850 to 900 euro per month for 2 bedroom properties; 
950 to 1000 euro per month for 3 bedroom properties and 1050 to 1100 euro per month 
for 4 bedroom properties. These rents are negotiated with the property owners and 
take into account the size, location and condition of the individual properties.  The 
Council will continue to extract maximum value for money out of the current 
circumstances and will expect to achieve further savings through the rent review process.
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Q22/0909
RENTAL ACCOMMODATION SCHEME – ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to advise on the council’s powers with regards to addressing anti-social behaviour by tenants accommodated under the Rental Allowance Scheme?

REPLY:

Under the terms of the Rental Accommodation Scheme the landlord is responsible for 
addressing anti-social behaviour by tenants, any members of their household or 
their guests.  his is made clear 
to landlords during the course of negotiatioons and there is 
a penalty clause in the contracts to deal 
with landlords who fail to engage with their tenants 
when complaints are made regarding their behaviour.


South Dublin County Council has a policy of carrying out background checks including Garda 
checks 
before offering accommodation under the scheme to tenants.


South Dublin County Council assists and advises the landlord in such instances where `
necessary.  The landlord can also refer the matter to the Private Residential 
Tenancies Board for mediation or a tribunal hearing.
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Q23/0909
WEBCASTING


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager if, in the interests of democracy and transparency, he will consider live and archive "webcasting" of Council meetings, particularly given the free and easy-to-use options available online?

REPLY:

This Council is currently examining in-house webcasting possibilities which might be 
considered  suitable for transmission of various Council events.  In the current climate all 
financial and human resources requirements must be factored into considerations as 
well as other practical issues including those associated with live / delayed relay, editing 
etc.   


It is intended to trial webcasting an upcoming autumn event, which will be evaluated and 
after such evaluation consideration may be given to webcasting of Council meetings.  


Any formal decision to introduce webcasting of Council meetings or changes in meeting 
administration procedure could only be made following full debate and approval of the 
council at a future OP&F meeting.
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Q24/0909
DERELICT SITES REGISTER


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to make a report on the status of all sites included on the Derelict Sites Register within South Dublin, including details as to the ownership, the date entered, the role of the Council in each case and the Council's understanding as to future proposals for each site?

REPLY:
	 Address
	Registered Owner
	Date entered on Register
	Future proposal

	Former Shopping Arcade, St James Road, Walkinstown
	McHugh Management Co. Ltd.
	19/12/2008
	Planning permission granted for a mixed use commercial development

	1 & 2 Ballymount Road Lower, Walkinstown
	Storeford Limited
	19/02/2009
	To be decided

	3 & 4 Ballymount Road Lower, Walkinstown
	Storeford Limited
	19/02/2009
	To be decided

	Land North of former Clondalkin Paper Mills Site, Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin  
	Hallian Limited
	24/06/2009
	To be decided



Inspections and re-inspections of alleged derelict sites are continually carried out 
throughout the 
County.


Since the enactment of the Derelict Sites Act, 1990, the Council has had considerable 
success in counteracting land dereliction and the Council is committed to maintaining this 
impetus in the 
interests of enhancing the County through the elimination of dereliction.


Development Department met with all Members in 2008 to identify sites/properties of 
concern within 
their electoral areas, these areas were inspected and Notices were served 
where appropriate.
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H6/0909
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H7a/0909
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS SEPT 2009
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin 
County 
Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to 
identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development 
Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of 
affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable 
housing units for eligible applicants through:-

Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(a) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(b) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 1550 affordable homes since the commencement of all   programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 

To date 345 applications have been received In respect of the 121 properties made available by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. 119 of these properties have now been closed. 

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  1 property at Newcastle Lyons, Newcastle, Co. Dublin and 1 property at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the eligible 
applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon   and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of  1 property at Newcastle Lyons, Newcastle, Co. Dublin and 1 property at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003”.
H7b/0909
VARIATION OF JOINT VENTURE/PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNCIL & DURKAN NEW HOMES DATED 13TH DECEMBER 2004
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


Re: Joint Venture/Public Private Partnership Agreement between the Council and 
Durkan New Homes dated 13th December 2004.


Under the above Public JV/PPP, 595 residential Units were to be constructed by Durkan New 
Homes at the above development comprising Private Units, Affordable, Voluntary and Social 
Units. The Original Council Disposal Resolution Extract of Council Minutes dated 11th June 
2001, Minute No. C/245/01, was subsequently varied on the 10th May 2004, Minute No. 
C/0290/04 and 
on the 12th September 2005, Minute No. C/00589/05.


The number of Social Units to be constructed on behalf of the Council varied as to the number 
to 
be provided in the aforementioned Disposal Resolutions which number was finally 
agreed by the 
Council at 121 (Social Units). The number 121 of Social Units was again 
revised down to 119 in 
order to facilitate the request, from the Christina Noble Children’s 
Foundation (Ireland) Limited (hereinafter referred to as “CNCF”) in circa 2004, to secure a 
site on which to assemble the “ECO House” donated to CNCF by Kingspan Century 
(formerly 
Century Homes). Negotiations between 
the parties to the JV/PPP took place which 
resulted in the Council agreeing to forego 3 Social 
Units namely 29, 31 and 33 Deerpark Drive 
in order to erect the “ECO House” at 29 Deerpark 
Drive for CNCF.


The ECO House has now been assembled on the site at 29 Deerpark Drive. Commencing in 
2004 
through to the present date negotiations have been taking place between the Council 
and CNCF with regard to the legal Title to be granted/furnished to CNCF in respect of 
the “ECO House”. Originally, the Council’s intention was to dispose of the house to 
CNCF. As 
a result of further discussions it has now been agreed between the Council and 
CNCF, 
subject to the Council acquiring the property under the terms of the JV/PPP, that 
the 
Council will grant to CNCF, subject to the appropriate Disposal Resolution, a 99 year 
Lease in respect of the “ECO House”.


Therefore, the Council or Durkan New Homes, or the Council and Durkan New Homes, 
whichever 
is appropriate have or will grant together with Kiltipper Park Management 
Company Limited 500 
year Leases or to Transfer the Freehold, in respect of each housing 
units, to the various 
purchasers of the Private, Affordable, Voluntary and Social Units at 
the above development. The Management Company Agreement dated 13th December 
2004 between South Dublin County Council and Durkan New Homes and Kiltipper Park 
Management Company Limited provides that the reversionary interest in the “sold lands” 
as 
identified on the map attached to the Agreement 
shall be disposed of to the Management 
Company on the sale of the last unit in the development 
or within 21 years  of the date of 
the Agreement.


The Council cannot grant to itself or itself together with another person a 500 year Lease or 
Transfer the Freehold of a residential unit in the above development. In the interest of 
securing the harmonious operation of the development the Council is desirous of 
ensuring 
in respect of all 
of the units constructed under the Council’s social housing remit and 
also in respect of the property known as 29 Deerpark Drive, more commonly known as 
“ECO House”, that each unit acquires the full rights, benefits and entitlements in the 
Estate at Kiltipper. The Law Agent advises that the Council’s difficulty may be overcome 
through the Council granting a 500 year 
Lease or Transfer, whichever is appropriate, to a 
person who will hold the property In Trust for the Council and then shortly thereafter 
Assign/Transfer the unit(s) back to the Council with an 
express Declaration of Non Merger.


In May 2006 the Law Agent under the appropriate Manager’s Order, Disposal Resolution and 
Declaration of Trust commenced acquiring the 119 Social Units at the above development In 
Trust on behalf of the Council. Immediately thereafter the Law Agent then 
Assigned/Transferred 
the unit(s) back to the Council. The Applications in respect of the two 
separate legal transactions to acquire the 119 Social Units on behalf of the Council have been 
lodged with the PRA for 
registration.


In order to secure the effective creation of the Leases/Transfers in respect of the Social Units 
and 29 Deerpark Drive, more commonly known as the “ECO House”, the Law Agent 
recommends that the Council should in the first instance grant Leases/Transfers to the 
Law Agent who will hold the Leases/Transfers In Trust on behalf of the Council. 
Immediately thereafter the Law Agent will transfer Title in respect of the Social Units 
and 29 Deerpark Drive, more commonly known as “ECO House”, to the Council.


Therefore, the Council in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 needs to 
vary the terms of the disposal of the Social Units as Scheduled in the Declaration of Trust 
dated 
12th May 2006, to include 29 Deerpark Drive, more commonly known as the “ECO 
House”. The variations will give effect to the disposal of the social units scheduled to the 
Declaration of Trust and 29 Deerpark Drive to Adrian O’Gorman the Law Agent for the 
Council. This variation shall vary the original Disposal Resolution dated 11th June 2001, 
Minute No. C/245/01, varied by 
Resolution dated 10th May 2004, Minute No. C/0290/04 and 
further varied on 10th September 
2005, Minute No. C/00589/05, in respect of the Development 
at Kiltipper, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


I concur with the above recommendation


_________________________________


Joe Horan 


County Manager

Councillor C. King commented that this was a very welcome development.  

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor T Ridge   and AGREED:
“That the Council in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 needs to vary the terms of the disposal of the Social Units as Scheduled in the Declaration of Trust dated 12th May 2006, to include 29 Deerpark Drive, more commonly known as the “ECO House”. The variations will give effect to the disposal of the social units scheduled to the Declaration of Trust and 29 Deerpark Drive to Adrian O’Gorman the Law Agent for the Council. This variation shall vary the original Disposal Resolution dated 11th June 2001, Minute No. C/245/01, varied by Resolution dated 10th May 2004, Minute No. C/0290/04 and further varied on 10th September 2005, Minute No. C/00589/05, in respect of the Development at Kiltipper, Tallaght, Dublin 24”
H7c/0909
LEASE OF LAND AT ST. COLMCILLE’S WAY, BALLYCULLEN, DUBLIN 16 TO BALLYBODEN ST. ENDA’S GAA CLUB FOR THE PROVISION OF DRESSING-ROOM FACILITIES- VARIATION TO TERMS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


The Council at its meeting held on  12th September 2005 approved the lease of a site  
comprising of 0.226 Hectares at the Scholarstown/Killininny Link Road now known as St. 
Colmcille’s Way, Ballycullen to Ballyboden St Enda’s GAA Club for the provision of dressing-
room facilities,- Minute No. C/00592/05 and Manager’s Order LA/230/2005 refer.  The grant 
of the lease was subject to the satisfactory completion of the building on the site, on foot of 
a building Licence.  The Club subsequently applied for a further planning permission for a 
smaller building than that originally proposed and for which planning permission had been 
granted as per Planning Reg Ref: SD02A/0641.  Planning permission was subsequently 
granted for the smaller facility on 5/8/2008 – Planning Reg. Ref: SD08A/0175.   The 
Club has now applied to the Council for the grant of a building licence and lease for a 
reduced site area within the area of the original approved site. 


Accordingly, I recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001, and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000, that the Council now vary the terms for the disposal of a site at St. 
Colmcille’s Way , Ballycullen, Dublin 16 to the Trustees of Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club 
noted at meeting of the County Council held on 12th September 2005 and approved by 
Manager’s Order LA/230/2005,  to provide for the disposal of a reduced site area, 
within site area already approved for disposal ,comprising  0.179 hectares (1790 sq. m.) as 
shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/24/09,  and subject to the following 
amended terms and conditions:

1. That the Lessee shall be granted a lease of the lands shown outlined in red 
on  Indicative Drawing No. LA/24/09 attached, having an area of 0.179 hectares 
(1790 sq.m.  ) or thereabouts for a term of 99 years together with a right of way 
over the area as shown shaded in yellow on the Drawing . 

2. That the rent in respect of the first five years shall be in the sum of €22,000 
(twenty two thousand euro) per annum exclusive of all outgoings and that the   
rent shall be revised on the basis of the open market rent at the end of every fifth 
year. Notwithstanding the rent so reserved, the rent payable as long as the 
property is used for community based purposes and no other purpose, shall be 
abated to €200 per annum exclusive of all outgoings with a provision for five yearly 
rent reviews by reference to changes in the Consumer Price Index as determined by 
the Council’s Valuer.         

3.  That the development shall be carried out in accordance with the permission 
granted  as per decision dated 5th August 2008 Planning Reg. Ref. No. SD08A/0175 
and that the Lessee will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local 
Government (Planning and Development) Acts, 1963- 2000, the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 -2006, the Buildings Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 
1991-1994 and the Building Control Regulations 1997 and any amendments or re-
enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the 
said Acts and Regulations.


The terms and conditions otherwise to remain unchanged. 


The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired in 2004  from Christopher Jones, 
Maeve O’ Reilly, Christine Sullivan, Mary Paula Williamson and Clare Jones for open 
space/recreational  purposes and from Colm O’ Brien in 1992 for roads purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager
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It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor T Ridge    and AGREED:

“That, subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, the Council now vary the terms for the disposal of a site at St. Colmcille’s Way , Ballycullen, Dublin 16 to the Trustees of Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club noted at meeting of the County Council held on 12th September 2005 and approved by Manager’s Order LA/230/2005,  to provide for the disposal of a reduced site area, within site area already approved for disposal ,comprising  0.179 hectares (1790 sq. m.) as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/24/09,  and subject to the terms and conditions in the foregoing report”.

H7d/0909
 PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 102 OAKWOOD GROVE CLONDALKIN DUBLIN 22.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:                                                                             

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) 
(No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Matthew and 
Sarah McArdle to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small 
Builders Scheme. Mr. Matthew and Sarah McArdle  have applied in accordance with the 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee 
simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	102 Oakwood Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin, 22.  
	Sarah McArdle  Matthew Mc Ardle 
	21-07-75
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan  
	€415.00



J.Horan


_____________________


County Manager.
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It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. King     and AGREED:
“That the Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Matthew and Sarah McArdle to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. Matthew and Sarah McArdle  have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum”.

H7e/0909
LEASE OF BAWNOGUE ENTERPRISE & COMMUNITY CENTRE, BAWNOGUE ROAD, CLONDALKIN – VARIATION IN NAME OF LESSEE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
           At the meeting of the Council held on 9th December 2002, the Council noted the proposal 
to 
lease the premises comprising of the Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre to a 
Company set up to operate the premises i.e. Bawnogue Enterprise & Community 

Centre Ltd.  Minute No C/0682/02  and Manager’s Order 
LA/182/2002 refer. This Company 
comprises representatives of  the County Council, County Enterprise Board, local 
Partnership Company and Community development programmes, local 
Business 
People, Department of Social & Family Affairs, and local 
public representative. 


The Centre is managed on a day to day basis by a separate Company, The Clondalkin 
Enterprise Group T/A Enterprise Action.


Both of the above Companies subsequently agreed to amalgamate their interests and 
operate as one Company.  Accordingly a new Company has been formed known as Action 
Community & Enterprise Ltd with its constituent members drawn from the same spectrum 
of organisations as the two previous Companies.


It is now proposed to vary the terms for the disposal of the premises as shown outlined in 
red on Drawing No LA/23/09 known as Bawnogue Enterprise and Community Centre, 
Bawnogue Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as noted at meeting of the County Council held on 
9th December 2002, to provide for the disposal to the newly formed Company, Action 
Community & Enterprise Ltd.


The terms and conditions otherwise to remain unchanged.

 
J. Horan 

County Manager

It was proposed by  Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:
“That the Council vary the terms for the disposal of the premises as shown outlined in red on Drawing No LA/23/09 known as Bawnogue Enterprise and Community Centre, Bawnogue Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as noted at meeting of the County Council held on 9th December 2002, to provide for the disposal to the newly formed Company, Action Community & Enterprise Ltd”.
H7f/0909
PROPOSED LEASE OF SITE FOR CLUBHOUSE AT GLENAULIN PARK, PALMERSTOWN – VARIATION IN NAME OF CLUB FROM PALMERSTOWN UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB TO PALMERSTOWN UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


The Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2007 approved the granting of a 99-year 
Lease in respect of a site at Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown as outlined in red on Drawing No. 
PLS 1470-05 to Palmerstown United Football Club for the construction of a clubhouse.  
Manager’s Order No. LA/142/2007 and Minute No. C/0236/07 refer.  


The Council has been notified in the meantime that the club operates as a limited company 
known as  Palmerstown United Football Club Limited and accordingly I now recommend 
that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and subject to 
the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council vary the 
terms of the above proposed disposal to note the change in name of the proposed Lessee 
from Palmerstown United Football Club to Palmerstown United Football Club Limited. The 
terms of the disposal otherwise to remain unchanged.


J. Horan 

County Manager
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It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:
“That the Council vary the terms of the above proposed disposal to note the change in name of the proposed Lessee from Palmerstown United Football Club to Palmerstown United Football Club Limited. The terms of the disposal otherwise to remain unchanged”.
H7g/0909
PROPOSED GRANT OF BUILDING LICENCE AND LEASE OF PREMISES KNOWN AS NEILSTOWN ENTERPRISE CENTRE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO ACTION COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE  LTD.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


The Council provided an Enterprise Centre at Neilstown in the mid 1990s and granted a 
licence to Clondalkin Partnership in 1996 to manage the facility on a day to day basis. The 
Partnership arranged for the management of the facility to be undertaken by the Clondalkin 
Enterprise Group T/A Enterprise Action. This company has since agreed to amalgamate its 
interests with another company,  Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre Ltd which 
manages the Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre, and have formed a new company 
known as Action Community & Enterprise Ltd  to manage both Enterprise Centres.   The 
company proposes to construct three new units and to reconfigure and extend the existing 
units in the Neilstown Centre and planning permission has been granted for these works on 
29/6/2009, Planning Reg. Ref. SD09A/0113.  The company has requested that the Council 
grant them a lease of the Centre. 


I accordingly recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 that the Council grant a building licence and lease to Action 
Community & Enterprise Limited in respect of the premises known as Neilstown Enterprise 
Centre as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. DEV 6166, subject to 
the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer: 


1.     That the applicant surrenders its existing licence agreement of the premises shown 
outlined in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. DEV 6166.   If the applicant 
proposes to carry out the works for which planning permission has been granted as per 
planning application Reg. reference No. SD09A/0113 in phases, the Council will grant a 

temporary licence to the applicant to manage the areas which will not be affected by a 
particular phase of works, subject to full terms and details being agreed.


2.     That the applicant or their contractor shall be granted a building licence to enter and 
construct the buildings and extension for which planning permission has been granted as 
per planning application no. SD09A/ 0113 on the area shown outlined in red on the 
attached Indicative Drawing No. DEV 6166subject to the following terms and conditions:

 
a)       That the Council’s Law Agent will forward the building licence to the applicant 
following the issuing of the necessary consents of South Dublin County Council. The 
building licence must be returned executed within 28 days of its issue. 


b)      In the event of the building licence not being executed within the specified time 
period or on the specified dates then South Dublin County Council shall be entitled at its 
absolute discretion to rescind the agreement.

 
c)       That the development shall be constructed in accordance with the planning 
permission granted as per planning reg. reference no. SD09A/0113. 

 
d)       That the licence shall not be transferable.

 
e)       That the applicant shall on the signing of the building licence enter on the subject 
licensed area within 12 weeks for a period of 24 months and build the said buildings and 
extensions for which planning permission has been obtained as per planning reference no. 
SD09A/0113. These time periods can be extended at the discretion of the Council.        

 
f)       During the building period and pending the grant of the 35 year lease as per term no. 
3 the applicant will insure the property against fire and all other insurable risks with an 
Approved Insurance Company and pay all necessary premiums.

 
g)       That the applicant shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any 
claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of the applicants 
occupation of the Licensed area and any building works being carried out thereon. The 
minimum limit of indemnity required by the Council is €6,400,000 (six million four hundred 
thousand euro) any one accident.

 
h)       That the applicant shall submit a copy of a contract entered into with a contractor 
for the carrying out of the works and in particular a Form of  Indemnity or Guarantee 
against defects arising in the approved development  for a specified period, for the 
information of the Council, prior to the grant of the Licence.

 
i)        That the applicant shall undertake only to use the licensed area for the purpose of 
constructing the development for which Planning Permission has been obtained as per 
planning application reference No. SD09A/0113 notwithstanding term no. 1. 

 
j)       All planning costs, site preparation, development and associated costs incurred in the 
delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the applicant. Adequate 
fencing and/or security systems must be put in place along the entire boundaries of the 
licensed area for the duration of the development.

 
k)       That the Development shall be carried out in accordance with the permission granted 
and will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government (Planning and 
Development) Acts, 1963-2000, the Planning and Development Act 2000 -2006, the Building 
Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 1991-1994 and the Building Control Regulations 
1997 and any amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the 
future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations.

 
l)        That the applicant shall  comply with all statutory requirements and regulations and 
in particular  the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work  Acts 1989 to 2005,  Waste Management 
Act 1996 as amended and Litter Pollution legislation and any amendments or re-enactments 
currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and 
Regulations.

 
m)      That the applicant shall reinstate and/or repair any part of the licensed area and 
approaches thereto damaged by the proposed works, to the satisfaction of the Council.

 
n)       That the applicant shall organise regular cleaning of the public areas adjoining the 
licensed area to remove any debris or other materials deposited thereon arising from the 
building works.

    
  o)                 The Council, its Engineers, Servants or Agents shall have the right at all 
reasonable times to enter upon the licensed area to view the state and progress of the said 
works or for any other reasonable purpose.

 
p)      That the Council reserves wayleaves where necessary over the demised premises or  
through any related areas, or lands to which it holds title, for the purposes of access to 
services, whether existing or newly constructed services or for any of it’s statutory purposes 
subject to the appropriate re-instatement of any lands so affected. The Council reserves the 
right to connect free of charge to any services laid or to be laid within the subject land. The 
written agreement of the Council will be required where the relocation of public services is 
proposed.

 
q)       The  Council reserves the right to re-enter on the licensed area and resume 
possession thereof should the applicant fail to commence and complete the works within 
the 
specified period or in the event of the bankruptcy or insolvency of the 
applicant, 
having given to the applicant a notice period of 30 days as to the acts, defaults, 
neglects 
or omissions on the part of the applicant which the Council regards as sufficient 
justification to enable it to re-enter the property.                                 


r)       If the construction programme has not commenced within the specified time period 
then South Dublin County Council at its absolute discretion shall have the right to terminate 
the contract. 


s)       The applicant shall provide a suitable guarantee to the Council to ensure that the 
proposed development is completed within the agreed time frame. The guarantee may take 
the form of a financial funding contract or performance bonds. 


t)       That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title and that the applicant 
has obtained the necessary funding to construct the subject development for which 
planning permission has been granted as per planning application ref no. SD09A/0113.


u)       The licence will contain terms and conditions deemed relevant to the proposed 
agreement by the Council’s Law Agent.  

 
3.     That the Council shall grant the applicant a lease of the area shown outlined in red on 
the attached Indicative Drawing No. DEV 6166  with an area of  0.572 acres or thereabouts 
subject to the applicant complying fully with term no. 2 and the Council’s Planners and 
County Architect confirming that the newly constructed buildings on the licensed area and 
extension to the existing centre have been constructed in accordance with the planning 
permission granted as per application reference No. SD09A/0113 and to a standard that is 
to the satisfaction of the Council. 

 
The lease shall be subject to the following terms and conditions:

 
a)       The lease shall be for a period of 35 years.       

            b)        The annual rent shall be in the sum of €70,000 (seventy thousand euro) 


exclusive of all outgoings and shall be subject to upwards only reviews at the end 

of every fifth year to the annual open market rent which shall be determined by a 

Chartered Valuation Surveyor appointed by the Council or on the basis of the 


increase (if any) in the 
Consumer Price Index or the passing rent, whichever is 


greater.  

 
Notwithstanding the rent so reserved, the annual rent shall be abated to the sum of €200 
(two hundred euro) per annum, exclusive of all outgoings subject to the property being 
used for the purposes of an enterprise centre, light industrial units, community services , 
office administration and all associated and ancillary services and in compliance with terms 
nos. 3(c) and (d) hereunder.  The abated annual rent shall be reviewed at the end of every 
fifth 
year on the basis of the increase in the consumer price index.

          c)       That the use of the demised premises shall be for the purpose of an enterprise centre, 
light industrial units, community services, office administration and all ancillary services 
associated with the running of the centre. In the event of it ceasing to be used for such 
purposes, the demised premises on receipt of written notice from the Council will revert free 
of charge to the Council with full vacant possession and in a good state of repair and 
condition.


d)      That the Lessee shall operate a scheme of lettings in accordance with guidelines 
issued by the Lessee and approved by the Council.

 
e)       That the Lessee shall be responsible for all outgoings including rates, charges, fees 
and electricity bills that may become payable on the premises during the period of the 
lease.

 
f)     That the Lessee shall keep the premises in a good state of repair and carry out all 
maintenance and repairs.


An authorised Council Official shall be permitted to enter onto the demised premises at any 
time and view the state and condition of the property and if necessary prepare a schedule 
of dilapidations and the necessary works (if any) shall be carried out by the Lessee within a 
reasonable period of time as stated by the Council.

          g)    That the Lessee shall at all times ensure the leased area and the area over which they 
are granted a right of way for the purpose of access and maintenance of the demised 
premises are kept in such condition that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a 
place of pleasant resort and shall not allow it to be used so to be a nuisance to persons 
resorting to it or to owners or occupiers of surrounding houses or members of the public. In 
particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from the building at 
any time during its opening hours.

          h)     That the Lessee shall not sell, assign, grant any sub interests, sub-divide, alienate or 
part with the possession of the demised premises without the prior written consent of the 
Council except in accordance with the Scheme of Lettings.

            i)        That the Lessee shall provide adequate security service on the demised premises t
that shall be to the satisfaction of the Council. 


j)     That the lessee shall be responsible for the allocation of car-parking spaces on the 
demised premises.

           k)       That any signage if permitted shall be subject to Council approval and shall be in 
accordance with the specifications of the Council.


l)     That the Lessee shall be prohibited from erecting any mast, tower, aerial or hoarding 
on the demised premises.


m)      That the Lessee shall not carry out any alteration or development of the demised 
premises or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written consent of 
the Council.


n)       That the demised premises shall be used solely by the applicant for non profit 
making purposes and in the event of the premises ceasing to be used for this purpose the 
Council shall have the right to charge the full market rent or to rescind the lease with the 
premises reverting free of charge to the full vacant possession of the Council and in a good 
state of repair and condition.


o)     That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be 
permitted in or about the demised premises.

 
p)     That the demised premises or any part thereof shall not be used as a residence.


q)    That the Council reserves wayleaves where necessary over the demised premises or  
through any related areas, or lands to which it holds title, for the purposes of access to 
services, whether existing or newly constructed services or for any of it’s statutory purposes 
subject to the appropriate re-instatement of any lands so affected. The Council reserves the 
right to connect free of charge to any services laid or to be laid within the subject land. The 
written agreement of the Council will be required where the relocation of public services is 
proposed.

 
r)     That the Development shall be carried out in accordance with the permission granted 
and will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government (Planning and 
Development) Acts, 1963-2000, the Planning and Development Act 2000- 2006, the Building 
Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 1991-1994 and the Building Control Regulations 
1997 and any amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the 
future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations.

 
s)     That the Lessee shall comply at all times with the requirements of all present and 
future Waste Management and Litter Pollution legislation.

           t)       That the Lessee shall insure and keep insured the demised premises in a sum 
equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint names of the Council and 
the Lessee against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an established insurance office 
to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or such sum of money necessary for 
that purpose and within 7 days after the same has become payable to produce to the 
Council the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such payment. In 
the event of loss or damage by fire or other cause, the Lessee is obliged to reinstate the 
demised premises and every part thereof to its original state.


u)    That the Lessee shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4m (six million four 
hundred thousand euro) or such other sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time 
to time in respect of any claims for injury or damage to any person or property arising from 
the Lessees occupation and use of the demised premises.

 
v)     That in the event of the Lessee failing to comply with any of the terms, conditions, 
warranties, covenants or the obligations and stipulations herein contained or becoming 
dissolved or going into liquidation, the Council may revoke the lease by giving the Lessee 
notice in writing to that effect or unless otherwise stated in such Notice, this agreement 
shall cease immediately upon such Notice having been given.


w)   In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining lands, that the 
Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration to resume possession of the 
demised area and to relocate the lessee temporarily or permanently to an equivalent facility 
in the locality.

 
x)    That the lease shall include any amendments and/or other conditions as are deemed 
appropriate by the Council or Law Agent. 


4.       That the applicant will pay the Council’s legal fees incurred in the grant of the licence 
and lease which shall be agreed with the Council’s Law Agent at a later date and a valuers 
fee of €1,500 (one thousand five hundred euro).


5.       The applicant shall be responsible for the payment of any V.A.T or other taxes or 
charges due to the creation of the licence and lease.      


6.       That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.


7.       That the above proposal is subject to the necessary consents and approvals being 

        
 
obtained.                                                                                                                    


8.       That no agreement enforceable in law is created or intended to be created until 

xchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council(formerly 
Dublin Corporation) in 1988 for community/enterprise purposes.

 


J. Horan 

County Manager

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by  Councillor T. Ridge       and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that the Council grant a building licence and lease to Action Community & Enterprise Limited in respect of the premises known as Neilstown Enterprise Centre as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. DEV 6166, subject to the terms and conditions in the foregoing report”.

H7h/0909
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND ADJACENT TO 124 PALMERSTOWN WOODS, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO PAUL AND VERONICA HATFIELD – VARIATION TO TERMS. 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was 

CONSIDERED:

The Council at its meeting held on 12th February, 2007 noted the proposal to dispose of a 
plot of land comprising of an area of 280sq.m. approximately adjacent to 124 Palmerstown 
Woods, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to the respective houseowners, Paul and Veronica Hatfield for 
the consideration of €12,000.00. . Managers Order LA/24/2007 and Certified Minute 
C/0061/07 refer. 


The Solicitors acting on behalf of Paul and Veronica Hatfield subsequently notified the 
Council that their clients wished to acquire a reduced area and to omit a section of the plot 
comprising of hedgerow and line of mature trees.


The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer who following re-examination of the matter 
and taking into consideration the reduced size of plot now measuring 192 square metres or 
thereabouts as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/308/06 Rev. April 2009, 
recommended revised terms. 


I recommend therefore that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 that the Council vary the terms of the disposal to Paul & Veronica 
Hatfield, 124 Palmerstown Woods  as noted by the Council at its meeting held on 12th 
February, 2007 to provide for the following amended terms.


1.               That the Council dispose of the freehold interest in the subject plot comprising 
of 192 square metres or thereabouts as shown outlined in red on Drawing No LA/30B/06 –
Rev. April 2009 for the consideration of €8,000 (eight thousand euro).

 
The terms of the disposal as noted by the Council at its meeting held on 12th February, 
2007 otherwise to remain unchanged.

 
J. Horan 

County Manager

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and AGREED:
“That the Council vary the terms of the disposal to Paul & Veronica Hatfield, 124 Palmerstown Woods  as noted by the Council at its meeting held on 12th February, 2007 to provide for the amended terms in the foregoing report”.

H7i/0909
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT BALGADDY, CLONDALKIN TO THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE FOR THE PROVISION OF A PRIMARY SCHOOL
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
This Council at its meeting on the 13th November 2006 noted (for the purposes of Section 183, Local Government Act, 2001) a proposal to dispose of 41.50 acres at Balgaddy,  Clondalkin to Shelbourne Development Ltd in exchange for 42.56 acres at Cooldrinagh, Leixlip subject to certain terms and conditions, Minute no. C/0619/06 refers.  Subsequent to the authorisation of the disposal to Shelbourne Development Ltd a Local Area Plan for Clonburris (which the disposal site forms part of) was published for comment by the Council in August 2007 and formally adopted by the Council on the 7th April 2008.  The plan was then confirmed by An Bord Pleanala on the 5th November 2008.


Following the publication of the Local Area Plan in August 2007, Shelbourne Development 
Ltd were approached by the Minister for Education and Science who had an urgent need to 
provide a school in the area to meet the needs of the local community.


The Council consented to the negotiations between Shelbourne Development Ltd and the 
Minister for Education and Science as the site formed part of the development lands, as 
identified in the above exchange on the basis that the negotiations did not interfere or alter 
the substantive terms agreed between the Council and Shelbourne Development Ltd.  


Terms were agreed between Shelbourne Development Ltd, South Dublin County Council 
and the Minister for Education and Science and permission was given to the Minister, in 
view of the urgency to provide a school, to enter onto the site and commence construction.  
The school opened in September 2008 on foot of terms of a license agreement granted by 
South Dublin County Council.


In order to facilitate the registration of title, the Minister for Education and Science has 
requested that the Council formally dispose of the school site directly to the Minister for 
Education and Science as there would be a considerable delay in achieving title from 
Shelbourne Development Ltd as Shelbourne Development Ltd would only receive full title 
from the Council on completion of the development.


Subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and in 
accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, I therefore 
recommend that the Council approve a variation to the terms of the disposal authorised in 
favour of Shelbourne Development Ltd at meeting of the Council held on the 13th November 
2006, to provide as follows:

  
1.     That the Council dispose of the freehold title to that part of the lands shown hatched 
in red on the attached Drawing No LA/34/08 Rev A, comprising of 2.19 acres or 
thereabouts, directly to the Minister for Education and Science together with a grant of a 
right of way and service easements over the areas as shown shaded yellow on Drawing 
LA/34/08 Rev A:


2.      Subject to the planning process, the Council, its nominees, assigns or successors in 
title reserve the right at its absolute discretion to relocate the right of way and service 
easements servicing the school site providing always that access and services to the school 
site are not interrupted and all necessary rights of way and service easements are granted 
to the said Minister, his successors and assigns in respect of alternative access ways and 
services..

 
  3.     The Council, its nominees, assigns or successors in title reserve the right to use the 
temporary road as constructed within the area of the right of way as shown shaded in 
yellow on Drawing No LA/34/08 Rev A until such time as it is taken in Charge by the 
Council/other party or an alternative road layout is put in place. 

 
  4.     The Minister for Education and Science shall maintain the areas the subject of the 
right of way/services easement as shown shaded in yellow on Drawing No LA/34/08 Rev A 
and shall indemnify the Council against any claim for compensation which might/may be 
made by any party arising out of its occupation and use of these areas, pending the 
roads/services being taken in Charge by the Council or other party or being relocated to 
alternative routes.

   
5.     A monetary consideration in the sum of €3,942,000 to be paid by the Minister for 
Education and Science to the Council.  This consideration then to be apportioned between 
the Council (one third i.e. €1,314,000) and Shelbourne Development Ltd (two thirds i.e. 
€2,628,000).

  
 6.     The Minister for Education and Science shall be responsible for payment of all of the 
Council’s reasonable legal costs associated with the conveyance of the school site. 

     
7.     That the Council shall prepare accurate maps of the disposal site suitable for Land 
Registry purposes.

 
    8.     That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and may 
include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions and 
modifications thereto as shall be agreed between the Council and the Minister.

 
No change is required to the terms of the disposal as noted by the Council at its meeting on 
the 13th Nov 2006 save as provided for in this Notice.  It is confirmed that Shelbourne 
Development Ltd has consented to the proposed variation in the terms as outlined above.  

 
The lands being disposed of at Balgaddy, Clondalkin form part of the lands acquired from 
Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of 
Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

 
J. Horan 

County Manager

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by  Councillor T. Ridge       and AGREED:

“That the Council approve a variation to the terms of the disposal authorised in favour of Shelbourne Development Ltd at meeting of the Council held on the 13th November 2006, to provide terms and conditions as set out in the foregoing report”.

H7j/0909
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO 92 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT , DUBLIN 24 TO MS. BREDA LEDWIDGE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 

 
The owner of the property at 92 Castle Park , Tallaght , Ms. Breda Ledwidge, applied to the 
Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land adjacent to her propertyfor incorporation 
into the existing garden.


The matter has been referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has 
recommended the terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable.


Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 95 
square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 92 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown 
outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/26/09 to the respective houseowner, Ms. 
Breda Ledwidge, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1.  That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €5,000 (five thousand Euro). 

2.  That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession. 

3.  That the Council shall retain a wayleave and right of way over the area hatched in 
black on the attached Drawing No. LA/26/09.  This wayleave must be preserved to 
access existing services that encumber the subject land.  

4. That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees. 

5.  That the applicant shall pay Valuers fees of €250 (two hundred and fifty Euro). 

6.  That the applicant incorporates the area and any boundary walls or features to be 
constructed shall be agreed with and constructed to the satisfaction of the Council. 

7. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and may 
include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions 
and modifications thereto as he deems appropriate. 

8.  No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken 
place.                                                                                     


 The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired in 1964  from Siobhan O’ Dea, for 
housing purposes.


J. Horan 
County Manager

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by  Councillor T. Ridge       and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 95 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 92 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/26/09 to the respective houseowner, Ms. Breda Ledwidge, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as in the foregoing report”.
H7k/0909
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF LANDS AT TOOTENHILL, RATHCOOLE.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


The Council proposes to transfer the land identified on Indicative Drawing Nos. 
N7/CPO1/1P/47e & f - having an area of .0286 hectares ( 286 sq. m) or thereabouts to 
John and Mary Cullen for the nominal sum of €100.00 (one hundred euro) in accordance 
with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 
1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001. 
(Subject to the Council, its nominees and successors in title retaining a right of way over 
the area). 


This land was acquired from Mrs Margaret Kenny in 1959 for the purpose of construction of 
the Naas Dual Carriageway.  The land subsequently formed plot 47 in the South Dublin 
County Council Compulsory Purchase (N7 Rathcoole to Kildare County Boundary – Road 
Improvement Scheme) Order 2002.


The land is surplus to the Council’s requirements following completion of the Scheme.


J. Horan 

County Manager
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by  Councillor T. Ridge       and AGREED:
“That the Council transfer the land identified on Indicative Drawing Nos. N7/CPO1/1P/47e & f - having an area of .0286 hectares ( 286 sq. m) or thereabouts to John and Mary Cullen for the nominal sum of €100.00 (one hundred euro) in accordance with Section 211 of Planning and Development Act, 2000, Section 88 of the Housing Act, 1966 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001. (Subject to the Council, its nominees and successors in title retaining a right of way over the area)”.
H7l/0909
SUBLEASE OF COMMUNAL FACILITY AT WHITESTOWN WAY TO TRUSTUSWECARE LTD.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 


South Dublin County Council under Register Reference No. SD 03A/0320 granted planning 
permission to 
Mark Elliott and Peter Queally on 1st July 2004 for the construction of a mixed 
commercial, retail, warehouse, leisure and residential building complex at Whitestown Way, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24.  Condition no. 13 of permission required the Developer to reach an 
agreement with the Council’s Housing Department in relation to compliance with the social 
housing requirements under the permission.  Agreement was subsequently reached with the 
developer that 35 no. 1, 2 and 3 bedroom sheltered units for elderly persons, communal 
facilities and car parking would be provided to the Council. Legal formalities for this 
arrangement are now complete.


FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. is the body approved by the Council at its January 
2008 meeting  to acquire the 35 units and communal facility under the Capital Assistance 
Scheme. By letter dated 2nd February 2009 a grant in the sum of €7,021,028 under the 
Capital Assistance Scheme to FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. was approved by the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for the development.  
However, no approval has been received for the application under the Lottery Funds Grant 
in the sum of €262.500 towards the cost of the communal facility and the Council has been 
informed by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government that this 
will not be forthcoming. The association is not in a position to bear the unfunded balance of 
€262,500 themselves on the basis that the communal facilities are far in excess of what is 
required to accommodate their residents of the 35 units.  


Agreement has been reached with TRUSTUSWECARE LTD – formerly the Tallaght Welfare 
Society which has been identified to manage this communal facility, and who have the 
necessary expertise and funding in place in order to do so.  The service to be provided by 
TRUSTUSWECARE LTD will be a very comprehensive Day Care Centre and community 
support facility for the elderly in the West Tallaght area, which will represent an expansion 
of the organization’s service provision in the area by approximately 70%, catering for a 
target population of almost 13,500 elderly people.  It will also enable a considerable 
expansion of the organizations ‘Meals on Wheels’ service.  The Centre will also serve as a 
centre for centralized provision of services by health care professionals to the elderly in 
association with the H.S.E. This will result in a significantly expanded, inter-agency service 
provision for elderly residents of the West Tallaght area.


Legal formalities for the acquisition of the units by FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. 
are now complete and qualified applicants on the Council’s Housing List are taking up 
tenancy in the units. Taking all these factors into account, a Council contribution in the sum 
of €262,500.00 to FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. in respect of the unfunded 
balance of cost for the communal facility has been advanced in recognition of the facility’s 
wider community benefit.


FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. has granted a 30 year of the Communal Facility to 
the Council from 27th August 2009.  It is now necessary for the Council to enter into the 
necessary legal arrangements to sublet the Communal Facility for the remainder of the 30 
year lease period to TRUSTUSWECARE LTD for the provision of Day Care Services and 
community support facility for the elderly.


Accordingly, I recommend that the Council sub-lets the first-floor communal facility at the FOLD 
Housing Association Ireland Ltd. premises at Whitestown Way as shown hatched on Plan 1, to 
TRUSTUSWECARE LTD in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and 
subject, inter alia, to the following terms and conditions: 

1. That TRUSTUSWECARE LTD (the applicant) shall be granted a sub-lease of the 


communal facility shown hatched on Plan 1, for the remainder of the term of 30 


years 
under the principal lease from FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. to 


South 
Dublin 
County Council dated 27th August 2009.

2. That the rent in respect of the first five years shall be in the sum of €15,000 (fifteen 

thousand euros) per annum exclusive of all outgoings and that the rent shall be 


revised at the end of every fifth year, in line with any increases in rent incurred by 

the Council under the principal lease with FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. 


TRUSTUSWECARE LTD shall be responsible for all outgoings such as service 


charges, insurance, maintenance charges etc.

3. That the property shall be used solely as a Day Care Centre and community support 


facility for older people (including but not limited to the residents of the FOLD 



Housing Association Ireland Ltd. units) to include meals, health care sessions, 



grooming sessions and ancillary administration activities and in the event of it 



ceasing to be used for such purposes, the premises shall revert free of 




charge to the Council. 

4. That the applicant shall not sell, assign, sub-let, sub-divide, 




alienate, share or part 
with the possession of the subject property without the 


prior written consent of the Council.


The Council shall receive early notice of the parties to, and the terms of, any 


proposed sub-letting or assignment. 

5. That the applicant shall not erect or display on the exterior or on 




the windows of 
the premises any sign or other item 






whatsoever without obtaining the prior written consent of the 





Council.

6. That the applicant shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4million (six million 


four hundred thousand euro) or such other sum as may be stipulated by the Council 


from time to time in respect of any claims for injury or damage to any person or 



property through the use of the premises or through the activities carried out 



thereon.

7. The applicant shall, if so requested, insure any glass forming part of the premises 



against breakage for the full replacement value thereof.

8. That the applicant shall not allow the creation of any nuisance, annoyance or 



disturbance affecting the enjoyment of the adjoining residents or to owners or 



occupiers of surrounding properties or members of the public. In 




particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from the 



building at any time. 

9. That the applicant shall not use the premises for any public or political meeting, 



public exhibition or public entertainment, show or spectacle of any kind nor for any 


dangerous, noisy, noxious or offensive trade, business or occupation whatsoever 



nor for any illegal or immoral purpose nor for any anti-social purpose nor for 



residential or sleeping purposes.

10. That the applicant shall provide such caretaking and security arrangements as may 


be required to protect the premises from vandalism, theft or unlawful occupation. 


11. That the applicant shall keep the premises in a good state of decoration and repair 


and carry out all necessary internal maintenance on the building. An authorised 



official of the Council shall be entitled to enter onto the property at any time to view 


the state and condition of the building and if necessary to prepare a schedule of 



dilapidation’s to be carried out by the Lessee within a reasonable period of time 



stated by the Council.

12. That the applicant shall not carry out any alteration or development of the property 


without the prior written consent of the Council, such consent not to be 




unreasonably withheld.

13. That the Lease shall include such other conditions as are deemed appropriate by 



the County Solicitor in sub-leases of this type.

14. That each party shall be responsible for their own costs in this matter.

15. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until `



exchange of contracts has taken place. 


The property being sub-leased has been leased to the Council for a 30 year period from 27th 
August 2009 from FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. for the purpose of providing a Day 
Care and community support facility for the elderly.


Joe Horan


County Manager

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by  Councillor E. Tuffy       and AGREED:
“That the Council sub-lets the first-floor communal facility at the FOLD Housing Association Ireland Ltd. premises at Whitestown Way as shown hatched on Plan 1, to TRUSTUSWECARE LTD in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and subject, inter alia, to the terms and conditions in the foregoing report”.
H8/0909
ADOPTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
Adoption of Higher Education Grant Scheme

The Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2009 was issued by the Department of 
Education & Science on 27th July 2009. 


Due to the delay in Departmental issue of details of the 2009 scheme and approaching 
timescale for receipt of student applications, Members’ “approval in principle” to the 
Scheme was given at the Council Meeting held in July 2009.


There have been some changes to the scheme, particularly in relation to the reckonable 
income limits for entitlement to the maximum and minimum rates of support, and the 
nationality clause. 


The main changes to the 2009 Scheme are as follows:

· The income limit to qualify for 100% standard rate of maintenance grant and 
payment of the student service charge, where there are less than four dependent 
children, has been increased from €39,760 to €41,110.  The top income 
threshold where there are less than four dependent children has been increased 
from €49,690 to €51,380.


For the 75%, 50% and 25% maintenance categories the reckonable limits as they 
appeared in the 2008 scheme will continue to apply. This arrangement is different 
to previous years when the same increase applied to all maintenance categories. 

· The annual income threshold for the special rate is being increased from € €20,147 
to €22,308. 

· There has been an increase in the student registration fee from €900 to €1,500. 

· There has been no increased in the rate of grant award for post-graduate fees 
which remains at €6270. 

· The current rates of maintenance grant award will continue to apply up to the end 
of 2009 when it will fall to be considered as part of the annual Department of 
Education budget process.  Student maintenance grant rates from January 2010 
may therefore be amended at that time. 

· There have been revisions to the Nationality Clause to comply with rights and 
privileges specified in the Refugee Act 1996 and European Communities (Eligibility 
for Protection) Regulations 2006. 


A comparison of figures from 2008 to 2009 outlining the changes for the Reckonable 
Income Limits as referred to above are set out below. 

 
Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2008  

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only*

	Less than 4
	€39,760
	€42,235
	€44,720
	€47,205
	€49,690

	4-7
	€43,680
	€46,415
	€49,145
	€51,880
	€54,605

	8 or more
	€47,430
	€50,400
	€53,360
	€56,320
	€59,280



 Reckonable Income Limits for ordinary rates of grant for 2009

	No. of Dependent Children
	Full Maintenance (100%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (75%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (50%) and Full Fees
	Part Maintenance (25%) and Full Fees
	Part Tuition Fees (50%) only

	Less than 4
	€41,110
	€42,235
	€44,720
	€47,205
	€51,380

	4-7
	€45,165
	€46,415
	€49,145
	€51,880
	€56,460

	8 or more
	€49,045
	€50,400
	€53,360
	€56,320
	€61,295



Maintenance Grants Rates to remain (as 2008) as follows until further advised 
otherwise by the Department of Education

	 
	Non-Adjacent Rate
	Adjacent Rate

	Full Maintenance
	€3,420
	€1,370

	Part Maintenance (75%)
	€2,565
	€1,030

	Part Maintenance (50%)
	€1,710
	€685

	Part Maintenance (25%)
	€855
	€345


 
Special Maintenance Grants Rates remain (as 2008) as follows until further 
advised by the Department of Education

	  Grant
	Standard Grant
	Special Rate Amount
	Total Grant

	Non Adjacent Rate
	€3,420
	€3,270
	€6,690

	Adjacent Rate
	€1,370
	€1,310
	€2,680


 
In accordance with Section 5 of the Local Authorities (Higher Education Grants) Act, 
1968 the adoption of the Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.  


Proposed changes for 2010

The Minister has also advised in advance of some changes planned for the 2010 scheme as 
follows:

· Inclusion of back to work allowance as reckonable income 

· Inclusion of farm stock relief as reckonable income 

· Extension of the residence clause 

· Extend the break in studies requirement


 It is recommended that the Council adopt the 2009 Draft Scheme as proposed. 

Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns      and AGREED:

“That the Council adopt the 2009 Draft Scheme as proposed”.
Ms Teresa Walsh, Director of Corporate Services briefly outlined the changes in the 2009 Scheme in relation to income levels.  She also informed the meeting that the Four Dublin Local Authorities had extended the closing date for receipt of applications from 31st August to 24th November 2009.
H9/0909
DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS SCHEME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 

S48 Planning and Development Act, 2000


SDCC’s current Development Contributions Scheme will expire on 31st December 2009.


This Scheme was adopted in 2003, with effect from 1st January 2004, and specified that 
development contributions at the rate of €10,000 per residential unit (€5,000 for 1-
bedroomed units) and €75 per square metre of industrial/commercial would be payable in 
respect of all planning permissions granted from that date.


These rates were subject to indexation in accordance with the Tender Price Index, and now 
stand at €11,068 per residential unit and €83 per square metre of industrial/commercial.


For the years 2004-2008 the income generated by the Scheme totalled €106m, and part 
funded the capital costs of projects (see Appendix 1) in four classes of public infrastructure 
and facilities viz.

· Class 1 
-
Roads infrastructure and facilities

· Class 2
-
Water and drainage infrastructure and facilities

· Class 3
-
Community facilities and amenities

· Class 4
-
Parks and Open Space facilities


In September 2008 Dublin City Council, on behalf of the four Dublin Authorities, engaged a 
consortium comprising Deloitte Financial Consultants, McGill Planning Ltd. Chartered Town 
Planners, and CBRichard Ellis Property Consultants with the following brief:

a) Review the operation of the current section 48 and 49 Development Contribution 
chemes in operation for each of the four Dublin Local Authorities.

b) Provide a sound, justifiable, logical, equitable and accountable basis for the 
determination of financial contributions under sections 48 and 49 of the Planning 
and Development Act, 2000 for the period 2010-2017 having regard to the existing 
methodology used for the current schemes.

c) Provide detailed input and advice on the number and precise content of 
Contribution Schemes, which they propose for each of the four Local Authorities. 

d) prepare draft Schemes for each Authority under both sections 48 and 49, relating to 
the various types of development contribution that are payable; these to include a 
general contribution payable under a scheme made under section 48, a 
supplementary contribution (area specific and related to a particular infrastructure 
project or service, including one provided under a public private partnership (PPP) 
arrangement) under a scheme made under section 49 and a special contribution 
payable for a particular development in respect of infrastructure benefiting that 
development under section 48 (2) 


This has been completed, and the consultants’ report and draft South Dublin County Council 
Development Contributions Scheme are attached.


The draft Scheme provides for Development Contributions income of €107.6m over the 
eight year period 2010-2017 to part fund overall expenditure of €333.5m. (see Appendix 2)


The proposed new rates of contribution are:

· €120 per sq m for residential development. This would average €12,000 per unit, 
which is on a par with current the rate

· €111 per sq.m. for non-residential. This is an increase from the current rate of €83 
per sq m., but is still the lowest in the Dublin Region


These rates have been determined having regard to the existing rates under the current 
scheme, rates charged by the other authorities in the Dublin Region, and the need to 
achieve a rate sufficient to fund infrastructure without becoming a disincentive to 
development, particularly in the current economic circumstances.


An overall summary of the anticipated Expenditure and Income is as follows:

	Projected Total Capital Exp 2010-2017
	€333,530,877
	

	Less Other Funding (grants etc.)
	
	€158,866,668

	Debit balance on current projects
	€46,930,181
	

	Less money in levy fund @ 31/12/2009
	
	€24,758,503

	Value of Invoices Outstanding @31/12/2009
	
	€15,967,426

	Value of contributions assessed but not yet commenced
	
	€34,222,886

	Funding Costs*
	€37,800,000
	

	Less New Contributions Scheme revenue
	
	€107,581,911

	
	€418,261,058
	€341,397,394

	
	
	

	Funding Gap
	€76,863,664
	



* It is likely that the collection of contributions under the New Scheme will not match the funding 
requirements as they occur. In this regard, a provision for financing costs has been included in the 
Scheme to take account for the timing differences between cash expenditure on projects and cash 
collection of contributions.


Table 6.8. of the Consultants' report refers.


As can be seen there is a funding gap of €76.8m, which will have to be addressed during 
the life of the scheme.


The main differences in the proposed new Scheme and the current Scheme are

· Charging residential development on a square metreage basis instead of per unit 

basis. This is seen as being more equitable having regard to the varying sizes of 


dwelling units.

· Including domestic extensions in excess of 40sq  m in the Scheme. There is no 


reason why domestic extensions should not be regarded as new development in the 

same manner as new residential property. 

· Indexing annually in line with the Wholesale Price Index (Building and Construction 

Materials), instead of the Tender Price Index. The latter is produced by the Society 

of Irish Quantity Surveyors, and is based on tender returns for non-residential 


projects.  The former is produced by the Central Statistics Office and relates to all 

construction materials, and has been recommended to the four Dublin authorities 

by the consultants.

· The lifetime of the Scheme is eight years, instead of six. The extended period 


should help to give the Council a longer period to collect the required funds for the 

infrastructure spend planned and also facilitate better integration with the new 


Development Plan for the County.


The making of a scheme is a reserved function of the Council, following a six week 
public consultation period during which time submissions / observations may be 
made.


Not later than four weeks following the expiration of the public consultation period a 
report on the submissions received will be prepared and submitted to the Council.


Not later than six weeks after receipt of this report the Council must decide by 
resolution 
to make the scheme as recommended by the Manager with or without 
modification, or 
not to make the scheme.


It is proposed to initiate the public consultation process on 16th September, with a 
view to bringing the matter to the December Council meeting for decision by the 
members.


A briefing session for members by the consultants will be arranged prior to the 
December 
meeting. 

The Manager informed the meeting that the DRAFT Development Contributions Scheme 2010-2017 was being presented for information and noting purposes, prior to the commencement of the public consultation process on 16th September 2009.  It was NOTED that the draft was prepared by consultants engaged by the four Dublin Authorities, that a full briefing with the consultants will be arranged for members prior to the December meeting and a full report on the public consultation process and the Scheme presented to the members for their decision at the December 2009 Council Meeting.
Draft new Development Contributions scheme
_Appendix 1 Historic Projects.doc
 Appendix 2 Future Projects.doc
 Consultants Report.pdf
The report was NOTED.

H10/0909
REVISED APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL LOAN AND SUBSIDY SCHEME AND CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM RESPOND HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT COOKSTOWN WAY, SPRINGFIELD, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED: 
The following Report was approved by the Council at it’s meeting of  14th January2008:

"An Application has been recieved from Respond Housing for funding in the amount of 
€36,313,820 to fund a development of 190 social housing units at Cookstown Way, 
Springfield, Tallaght. The Association is an approved Voluntary Housing Body under Section 
5 of the Housing Act, 1988 and has considerable experience throughout Ireland in the 
management of such projects. The funding application is split between three funding 
schemes as follows:


Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme  €15,714,055.00


Capital Assistance Scheme  €19,174,765.00


Communal Facilities Grant Scheme  €1,425,000.00


The accommodation will provide a mix of general needs housing, housing for applicants 
with intellectual difficulties and hosuing for the elderly. The accommodation consists of 15 
no. 3 bedroom apartments, 48 no. 2 bed apartments, 106 no. 1 bedroom apartments, 
Group house of 12. no units, short term housing facility of 9 no. units.


Planning Permission in repect of the develpoment was granted by An Bord Pleanala on 13th 
December 2004 (Reg. Ref SD03A0804 refers) 
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=144and work is projected to commence on 
site January 2008.


The Council at it's meeting held on 14th February 2005  (minute number C/0119/05) 
approved a land acquisition loan in the sum of €6,620,000 to fund the amount is included in 
the total funding of €36,313,820 now sought.


Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of 
assistance under the Capital Assistance, Commucal Facilities Grant and Capital Loan and 
Subsidy Schemes is a reserved function of the Council. 


Accordingly, the following motion is required:


That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the amount of €19,174,765 
under the Capital Assistance Scheme, a grant of €1,425,000 under the Communal Facilities 
Grant and a loan of €15,714,055 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Respond 
Hosuign Association for a development of 190 social housing units at Cookstown Way, 
Springfield, Tallaght in accordance with the requirments of Section 6 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved."


Revised appications have been recieved from Respond Housing Ltd. as follows:


Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme  €16,278,408.00


Capital Assistance Scheme difference  €20,268,512.00


The increased amounts sought under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme and the Capital 
Assistance Scheme were to cover a revised apportionment of the site costs. The application 
in respect of a grant of €1,425,000.00 under the Communal Facilities Grnat Scheme is 
unchanged bringing the total funding requirment to €37,971,920.


The increased funding has been approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government by letters dated 8th January 2009 (Capital Loan and Subsidy 
Scheme) and 29th June 2009 (Capital Assistance Scheme).


The constrcution of the Scheme is currently underway with an anticipated completion date 
of December 2010.


Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of 
assistance under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme and the Capital Assistance Scheme 
is a reserved function of the Council.


Accordingly, the passing of the following motion is required: 

That this Council recommends that the application for a revised loan in the amount of 
€16,278,408 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme, a revised grant of €20,268,512 
under the Capital Assistance Scheme and a grant of €1,425,000.00 under the Communal 
Facilities Grant Scheme to Respond Housing Ltd. for a development of 190 social units at 
Cookstown way, Springfield, Tallaght in accordance with the requirments of Section 6 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.
 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell 
and AGREED:
“That this Council recommends that the application for a revised loan in the amount of €16,278,408 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme, a revised grant of €20,268,512 under the Capital Assistance Scheme and a grant of €1,425,000.00 under the Communal Facilities Grant Scheme to Respond Housing Ltd. for a development of 190 social units at Cookstown way, Springfield, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved”.

MOTIONS

MAYORS BUSINESS
M1/0909
JOB INITIATIVE SCHEME

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave and seconded by Councillor G. O’ Connell that the Mayor's Business be MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That the Elected Members of this Council reject the recommendation of an Bord Snip Nua to terminate the Job Initiative Scheme and call upon an Tanaiste, the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment, to identify funding to expand the scheme.”

REPORT:  


If the motion is passed, the Members sentiments will be 
conveyed to the Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.


M2/0909
RENTS ON VOLUNTARY HOUSING

It was proposed by Councillor C. King and seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That this Council calls on the Manager, when signing agreements with Voluntary Housing Associations states that no more than 15% of tenants income will be payable for rent taking into consideration the Council's differential rent scheme only charges 10% of tenants income and as some Associations are currently charging as much as 20% rent which is placing a disproportionate burden on those tenants, who applied for housing under the same scheme as Council tenants.”

REPORT:

The Council advances loans to Voluntary Housing Associations under both the Capital 
Assistance Scheme and the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme.  The determining of rent 
amounts is set down by the Department of Environment and Local Government and is 
different in each Scheme as follows:


Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme:

Approved housing bodies providing dwellings under the terms of the Capital Loan and 
Subsidy Scheme are responsible for determining the rent amounts to be paid by qualified 
tenants according to the following formula:


- the rent is calculated annually by reference to the tenants household income for the 
income tax year ending prior to the start of the loan subsidy year (1st July)


- the rent amount shall be not less than €6.35 per week for the first €102 or less of 
household income per week, plus €0.23 per week for each additional €1.27 of income over 
€102, with an abatement of €1.27 per week for each dependant child residing in the house 
subject to the rent not being less than €6.35 per week


- household income for the purpose of determining rents shall be the total income of the 
tenant and his/her spouse or of joint tenants as the case may be and, in addition, in the 
case of other persons residing in the house whose income is not included in household 
income, the weekly rent shall be increased by €0.23 for each €1.27 of such income in 
excess of €102, subject to the rent payable in respect of such person(s) being not more 
than €25.39 per week


- a 'dependant child' for the purposes of rent assessment means a person aged 18 years or 
under not in receipt of an income or a person under 23 who is attending a full time course 
of education


- the application of the rent formula may be modified, at the discretion of the approved 
housing body in particular respects where they consider it appropriate, subject to the 
overall rent yield being not less than what would be payable under the existing rent 
scheme.


The Council have no discretion in regard to the amount of rent charged under the Capital 
Loan and Subsidy Scheme.


Capital Assistance Scheme:

Under the terms of this scheme, the approved housing bodies should fix rents at levels 
which are reasonable, having regard to tenants incomes, and the outlay of the approved 

housing body on the accommodation, including the ongoing costs of management. This 
would apply particularly in apartment type supported accommodation where rent payment 
can contribute to such things as management services, ongoing maintenance, cyclical 
maintenance services, charges for shared utility bills (heating and lighting communal areas) 
etc. However, it should be noted that tenants may qualify for a rent allowance if they meet 
certain criteria set down by the Community Welfare Officer.


It is a condition of advancing a loan under the Capital Assistance Scheme that the housing 
authority has rights of consultation in relation to 

Councillor C. King expressed concern that some Voluntary Housing Associations were applying higher rents than he viewed necessary and requested a Headed Item on the matter for the next Council meeting.   His request was seconded by Councillor John Hannon.
M3/0909
CLONBURRIS LAP


It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, initiates a variation to the Clonburris Local Area Plan to remove all provisions and references relating to the objective to create new link routes between the lands subject to the Local Area Plan and the existing residential estates of Oldbridge, Rossberry and Tullyhall, all of which would involve the removal or altering of existing boundary walls. This variation will involve:

· Amending the diagram in Section D.2.8 of the Local Area Plan entitled ‘Proposed secondary urban structure of Clonburris Eco district’ to omit the proposed park link route which connects to the existing green area between Oldbridge & Rossberry estates; 

· Amending the various diagrams under section LAP.01 Kishoge Cross to omit ALL potential pedestrian and cycle links to the existing residential estates of Oldbridge, Rossberry and Tullyhall. 

· To amend any other sections and diagrams of the Local Area Plan as required to ensure consistency with this variation.

REPORT:
The Clonburris Local Area Plan was adopted by the elected members of South Dublin County Council on 7th April 2008 in accordance with Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). The Local Area Plan was adopted by the elected members of South Dublin County Council following two years of detailed masterplanning and two separate periods of public consultation in 2006 (April - July) and 2007 (August to October). 

The Clonburris Local Area Plan makes provision for possible pedestrian links into adjoining developments via open spaces, with a view to providing direct and safe access to facilities and services in Clonburris, including the new Kishoge Rail Station, primary school and other facilities. New links have the potential to substantially reduce walking distances to these facilities. (Example shown on accompanying drawing.). A number of submissions in relation to the draft Local Area Plan referred to the need to limit vehicular access to existing cul-de-sacs and estates, stating that links to neighbouring estates should only be made if residents want them. South Dublin County Council agreed with this approach and in this regard the following paragraph from page 26 of the Clonburris Local Area Plan Managers Report on Submissions, dated November 2007, is noteworthy: 

A key aim of the Clonburris plan was to provide good connections to existing communities to facilitate ease of access for residents to the rail stations, Metro West stop & other facilities to be provided in Clonburris. It is not intended to provide any direct vehicular access between Clonburris and neighbouring cul-de-sacs and the text of the Plan will be amended to clarify this position. The Plan proposes that pedestrian links could be made into existing developments to the north of Clonburris via open spaces and it is considered that this should be retained as an option for facilitating direct and safe access from existing communities to facilities and public transport and can be made without undermining the safety and security of surrounding areas.
In summary, as :

· the issue of linkage to adjoining estates was considered in detail prior to the adoption of the Clonburris Local Area Plan, 2008, 

· the connections proposed in the Plan facilitate safe ease of access to services and facilities, (particularly public transport), and 

· the  Local Area Plan is a relatively recent document adopted after a detailed and lengthy planning and consultative process briefly outlined above,

it is recommended that the proposed variation not be initiated. 
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A lengthy debate followed this Motion with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, King, Tuffy, O’Connell, Keating and Ridge. 

Cllr Lavelle expressed the concern of residents of the implications of the Local Area Plan due to their proximity to Kishogue Railway Station which would have pay parking which would impact on the nearest pedestrian accesses while Councillor C. King opposed the Motion on foot of a previous intensive period of consultation on the Local Area Plan which had only been adopted for a short time and changing it so soon would have a negative impact on other Local Area Plans.  Councillor E. Tuffy indicated that he would abstain from a vote on the Motion as it would contradict his support of previous Motions in relation to opening of cul-de-sacs. This view was also held by Councillor G. O’Connell.  

The Manager outlined the Council’s position in relation to Local Area Plans 
and indicated that whilst the planning application is relevant to the Motion the fundamental issues are the potential undermining of confidence in the Process and the current Plan, and the impact of the Motion proposals on the objectives of same.
A roll call vote was taken on the Motion.  The results were as follows:
FOR:  

Cllrs. Brophy, Coburn, Delaney, Keating, Lavelle, Ridge

AGAINST:  
Cllrs. Corr, Cosgrave, Dowds, Hannon, Keane, Kearns, Kenny, King, 

Lahart, Looney, McDonagh, O’Connell

ABSTAIN:
Cllrs. Crowe, Jones, Lawlor, Tuffy, Walsh
The Motion fell.

M4/0909
BEAUTIFUL SOUTH COUNTY AWARD SCHEME

It was proposed by Councillor T. Delaney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That the Manager immediately reinstates the Beautiful South County Award scheme and to ask when the decision to cancel was made, why it was not relayed to councillors and how much did it cost in 2008.”

REPORT:

The Beautiful South Dublin Competition has been running in the county since 2004.   It was 
previously the Tidy Districts Competition and, as with all such events, would have been 
reviewed many times and the direction of it changed.  In 2008 it attracted 120 entries, 137 
in 2007 and 2006.  It has been a means of rewarding areas for their efforts in keeping their 
areas to a high standard.  It is an event that takes a considerable staff resource.  It involves 
the publicising of the competition, the contact with all local groups and local media as well 
as efforts by frontline staff across the organisation to encourage entries.    Moving into the 
adjudication framework the shortlisting judging absorbs two staff full-time for a four week 
period.  Each area / site is visited and a set of criteria to award scores.  That judging panel 
then write up detailed comments to ensure that the people involved will get some value 
from the process.  There is then a final judging which engages two staff full-time for a 
further week.


The prizegiving night itself costs €17,674 and involves a local venue, refreshments, prize 
money, etc.  In the current economic climate it was considered that while the event might 
be valuable it does not in an overall context change the behaviour of citizens towards really 
altering the face of estates.  It also has not attracted entrires from areas where in fact the 
need for such change has been the greatest.  The decision to not proceed with the 
competition was made as part of the 2009 budget process in November of 2008 and 
Members were notified as part of that process.  The decision was in the context of 
focussing resources where the need is greatest and the commitment of the Council has 
been to attempt to maintain front-line services therefore dedicating the resources towards 
those services as well as working in a different way with Residents Associations from areas 
where the benefit is greater is a more cost effective means of maintaining a positive image 
of estates for people who live there.  Work has already commenced on an approach which 
explores the generation of social credits for those who engage in a positive way with their 
environment and this approach should yield a wider response than the Beautiful South 
Dublin Competition.  In particular when we look at the results which came from the 
installation of the Reverse Vending Machines in Killinarden and St. Aidens where young 
people actively removed all plastic bottles and cans from the surrounding areas to gain 
points for prizes and this is a more useful use of the resources.
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Discussion followed on the decision to cancel this event with contributions from Councillors Keating, Ridge, Gilligan, Dowds, Jones, Keane, Corr, Hannon, and Kearns.  The main view expressed by the Members was that this competition had the effect of instilling a sense of goodwill and community spirit.  The benefits of running the competition far outweighed the cost and that to have no competition at all would have a negative impact on residents attitude.  Members acknowledged that the Council’s decision to cancel the event was not taken lightly and members suggested that the Council take advantage of the good will of people willing to volunteer and foster this enthusiasm.  

The Manager responded by informing the Members that the largest cost to the Council in running the competition was the staff costs involved.  The decision to cancel was not intended to diminish resident’s efforts.  Considerable work has been done with communities in relation to obtaining Social Credits for work done in areas and it is intended to pursue this further in the future to encourage neighborhoods to take part in keeping their estates graffiti free, installing flower beds etc.  The Council would be happy to work with volunteer groups in order to assess their willingness to act as judging panel across the county and if so to report back to the SPC with options for running a voluntary and scaled down event. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order 15 (5) the Deputy Mayor, Councillor P. Cosgrave proposed and the members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with two emergency motions as follows:

EM1/0909
EMERGENCY MOTION (1)
Having received the consent of the majority of the Council to put the motions to the Council it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by  Councillors Tuffy, Lawlor, Lahart, Coburn, Walsh, Delaney, Ridge, Jones, Hannon,  Brophy, Cosgrave, Keane, Keating, Gilligan, Dowds, Crowe, Kearns, Corr, O’Connell, McDonagh, Kenny and Looney and AGREED without debate 
“That this Council calls on the Manager to arrange for sufficient resources to be provided to enable staff to carry out all pre-let repairs of vacant/boarded up housing units within eight weeks of becoming vacant to ensure that all existing units are occupied or offered to applicants by December 31st 2009 and that this policy of eight weeks “turnover” be continued in to the future while taking account that fire damaged houses may take longer.”
The Manager informed the Members that he would draw up a Report on the consequences of this Motion and revert back to the Council as quickly as possible.
EM2/0909
EMERGENCY MOTION (2)
Having received the consent of the majority of the Council to put the motions to the Council it was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy and seconded by Councillors Hannon, Dowds, Ridge, Kearns, Keane, Lavelle, Lawlor, Coburn, Delaney, Lahart, Walsh and Tuffy
“That South Dublin County Council endorses a Yes vote in the upcoming Lisbon Treaty referendum in support of job creation in the County and in recognition of the Treaty’s greater protection of workers rights”.
A full debate on the Motion followed with contribution from Councillors Brophy, Hannon, Jones, O’Connell, Keane, Walsh, Looney, Crowe, Lavelle, Corr, Dowds, Kenny and Cosgrave after which the following amended motion was proposed by Cllr. C. Jones and seconded by Councillor C. Brophy
“That South Dublin County Council endorses a Yes vote in the upcoming Lisbon Treaty referendum.”
A roll call vote was taken on the amended Motion the result was as follows:

FOR:

Cllrs. Brophy, Coburn, Cosgrave, Delaney, Dowds, Hannon, Jones, 


Keane, Kearns, Keating, Lahart, Lawlor, Lavelle, O’Connell, Ridge, 


Tuffy, Walsh


AGAINST:
Cllrs. Crowe, Kenny, King, Looney, McDonagh


ABSTAIN:
Cllr. Corr

Noting that there was no express request for an executive function stemming from the motion, it was agreed to issue a Press Release on the Council’s Web Page outlining details of the Motion and the result of the vote.  
The meeting resumed.

M5/0909
BANK HOLIDAY REFUSE COLLECTION

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge

“That this Council calls for a resolution to the difficulties that residents experience when their bin collections are scheduled on Monday and then continually interrupted by Bank Holiday service gaps. Further that this Council will explore the possibility of rotating the schedule to ensure that no particular residents take more than their fare share of lapses in service.”

REPORT:

As previously reported, the decision to discontinue refuse collections on or in lieu 
of bank/public holidays was taken in the context of generally low grey bin presentation 
rates, average presentation rates of approximately 33% on normal collections days falling 
to less than 15% for collections on or in lieu of bank/public holidays, combined 
with unsustainable costs of €30,000 per bank holiday to provide these collections.  The 
average presentation rates show that the majority of customers are not overly affected with 
opportunities to present grey bins reduced by approximately only 10% on some route.  This 
will also assist in increasing awareness of recycling and waste minimisation while customers 
with large families are provided with second bins where appropriate and additionally, the 
Ballymount Civic Amenity remains open over bank holiday weekends question for customers 
who feel that they have to dispose of refuse immediately.  


 In addition, there continues to be a green bin collection for bank holidays in keeping with 
the principles of the Waste Management Plan and the reduction of waste to landfill.  This 
service was increased to a fortnightly collection together with an expansion of the items 
accepted in the green bin resulting in a significant transfer of waste from the black bin to 
the green bin with green bin presentation rates of 70%.


Notwithstanding the above information, in the context of an overall review of the service, 
including the required introduction of the brown bin alternative,  there will be an 
examination of specific presentation rates on the Monday routes most affected with a view 
to route amendments/rotation if necessary.
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A discussion followed on the matter with contributions from Councillors, Jones, Gilligan, O’Connell, Corr, Dowds, Kearns, Keane, Ridge and Cosgrave.


The general sentiments expressed related to a repetitive inequity for the same residents suffering from non collections on Bank Holidays and there were suggestions that collections could be staggered, with a calendar of collections similar to the green bin calendar, being produced to more fairly spread the times when bins were not collected on a Monday.  There were also suggestions of pro-rata charging to customers who were constantly affected. 


The Manager responded and acknowledged an inadequate publicity campaign for the Easter period and accepted that the adhoc removal of the service was problematic and was continuing to happen though measures were in place to notify residents of this immediately when it occurs.   However, the presentation levels on Bank Holidays over recent times had proved to be exceptionally low, over last Christmas the 3 replacement collections resulted  in the presentation level was 3,500 out of 45,000.  Recycling had proved to be a significant success but income on charges was down by €4m in what was estimated with presentation generally being at 35%.  Residents in South Dublin remain in complete control of their costs as there is no standing charge so they are only charged for actual presentation.  There are ongoing negotiations with refuse service with regard to restructuring the service given these changes and also to enable the introduction of the brown bin.


The report was NOTED with the Manager agreeing to report back to Members at a future date.


The following Motions were moved without debate


(M6) – Councillor R Dowds


(M12) – Councillor D. Keating


(M13) – Councillor T. Ridge

(M15) – Councillor W. Lavelle

(M17) – Councillor S. Crowe


(M20) – Councillor D. Looney – Withdrawn

M6/0909
ON-LINE REGISTER OF ELECTORS


Councillor R. Dowds proposed to MOVE WITHOUT DEBATE:


That South Dublin County Council requests the County Manager to put the electoral register on the Internet unless there is a legal impediment to doing so.
REPORT:
A facility for an electronic search of the Register of Electors currently exists on the councils website.  A national electronic search is available by accessing http://www.checktheregister.ie   The search is conducted by entering the Surname, First name, House Number and Street name for a voter.

Since 2004 Registration Authorities must publish two versions of the Electoral Register each year . The Full Register lists everyone who is entitled to vote and can only be used for an electoral or other statutory purpose. The Edited Register contains the names and addresses of persons who have indicated that their details can be used for a purpose other than an electoral or other statutory purpose, e.g. for direct marketing use by a commercial or other organisation. 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner draws particular attention to the use / publication of the Register of Electors and has highlighted several breaches of citizen's privacy rights in this regard, especially in relation to direct marketing.   Accordingly neither the Full or Edited register is published on the world wide web but is available for viewing purposes only  in public places eg Council Offices, Libraries, Garda Stations and Post Offices.     

While copies of both registers are statutorily available for purchase they are sold in pdf version to ensure that the electronic system cannot be interrogated to extract unauthorised information and all purchasers are reminded of their obligations as follows:

“A person who uses information in the register prepared under section 13, including a draft register, the supplement to the register prepared under section 15 or in an electors list published under section 16, being information which is excluded from the edited register or edited electors list, for a purpose, other than electoral or other statutory purpose, shall be guilty of an offence.” 
In summary it is not proposed to publish a full on-line version of the electoral register for the reasons outlined above.

M7/0909
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY TODAY


Councillor E. Walsh
That the Manager provides a detailed Written Report on the circumstances surrounding the compilation, printing and distribution of the document entitled "South Dublin County Today" dated May 2009.

That the Manager, in reporting on the matter that he would state and clarify the following in his replies:

a) Where the document was printed.
b) The total external cost of its production and printing. 

c) The means and cost whereby the document was distributed. 

d) Whether, and how many, copies remain undistributed.

e) Who authorised the publication and was that decision to have the document      distributed done in conjunction with the then sitting councillors .

f) Who determined the date of distribution of the document.  
M8/0909
HEALTH & SAFETY


Councillor S. Crowe

That the Manager while recognizing the importance of Health and Safety at work and the need to provide a safe working environment for all Council employees and Contractor’s staff engaged in work on live roads adjacent to or close to traffic and with due regard to the safety of the general public that it is also necessary for this Council to be able to continue to provide and maintain services in a safe and efficient manner, calls for an immediate review of the new interpretation and the effectscaused by the implementation of the Health and Safety at Work Act 2005, the various improvement plans and the Ashbourne Document to identify those services which are adversely effected or not being provided as a result of the cost and resource implications in attempting to carry out those functions.
M9/0909
DOMESTIC WATER CHARGES


Councillor D. Looney

That this Council opposes the introduction of domestic water charges and favours, instead, a combination of water conservation and education measures and a genuinely progressive taxation regime which adequately resources local government.
M10/0909
FEES FOR PLAYING PITCHES


Councillor C. Brophy

That the Council cancel the increase in fees for playing pitches and revert to the 2008/9 fees.The proposed increase in fees is an unnecessary burden on clubs. Due to the recession it is now more difficult to fundraise or ask parents for more money. As such the Council should recognise this and cancel the fee increase.

M11/0909
NAMA


Councillor G. Kenny
Noting the government’s intention to establish the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA), this council calls on the Minister for Finance to reconsider the proposal. We believe that the establishment of NAMA will lead to ordinary taxpayers bailing out irresponsible bankers and developers, and to a high level of government borrowing which future generations will have to repay while billions of euros are being used to bail out the banks basic services, resulting in reduced funding to local councils for essential services. 

As this council is gravely concerned that the resources used to bail out the banks will derive local councils of necessary funding to develop and run local services we hereby call on the Minister for Finance not to proceed with the proposed establishment of NAMA and urge the public to support the Dublin demonstration scheduled for 19th September 2009.
M12/0909
OUTDOOR RECREATION


Councillor D. Keating proposed to MOVE WITHOUT DEBATE:


That the Manager will present a detailed report for discussion, and following earlier representations, on what new facilities are been sourced by this Council that would provide the residents of this county with additional outdoor recreational and sporting opportunities that are also less conducive to anti-social behaviour and vandalism? There are newer and more innovative such fittings for parks and open spaces that could be explored on a pilot basis and that may prove to be successful and beneficial to all our people, and that are required now more than ever, and that will play a part in ensuring we have a healthier community and that will also assist in combating anti-social behaviour.
REPORT:
In recent years, a range of new facilities have been provided and existing facilities upgraded in public parks throughout the county to provide residents and visitors alike with a range of sporting and recreational opportunities. 

Major new playgrounds have been provided at Tymon North Park, 2006; Rathfarnham Castle Park, 2008; Sean Walsh Park, 2009. In addition, major re-furbishment of existing playgrounds was completed at Griffeen Valley Park, 2006 and Corkagh Park, 2006.

Playgrounds were also provided in RAPID areas in association with the Community Department at Killinarden, 2005; Quarryvale, 2005; Fettercairn, 2005; Jobstown, 2005; Collinstown Park, 2007;  Brookfield, 2008; Kiltalown, 2008. A new playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 2008. 

An in-situ concrete skate park was provided at Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan in 2006 

Multi-use Games Areas (MUGA’s) were also provided at Jobstown, 2007; Killinarden, 2007, Tallaght Leisure Centre, 2007; Fettercairn, 2008; Kiltalown, 2008.  

The all weather hockey pitch at Esker Park was upgraded to 3G standard.  

Regretfully a feature of all of these projects is the fact that they are likely to be subjected to vandalism and anti-social behaviour at some stage. It is acknowledged that such behaviour and damage is caused by a relatively small group of society and that for the most part, new facilities have been very much welcomed by the communities into which they have been placed.  

For this reason, all new projects are designed and procured with this reality in mind to ensure that the projects are as robust as possible. While there is no such thing as “vandal proof”, it is clear that the projects completed in recent years have, for the most part, passed this test in so far as they are still in place,  in regular use and in the main resistant to vandalism.  

In addition to careful site selection, design of facilities and use of vandal resistant materials, the use of monitoring systems to deter anti-social behaviour, has increased with CCTv systems being installed on recent projects. These systems are having some impact in reducing anti-social behaviour and vandalism of new facilities.   

Staff in the Council’s Parks Department are constantly referencing new products and best practice in this area and welcome any proposals or suggestions from the Members for further exploration as pilot projects.
M13/0909
NATIONAL CARER’S STRATEGY


Councillor T. Ridge proposed to MOVE WITHOUT DEBATE:

That South County Council Call on the Taoiseach and Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement - Towards 2016 and in the programme for Government as a matter of principle.
REPORT:
If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to An Taoiseach and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs.

M14/0909
CARBON FOOTPRINT STUDY


Councillor E.Coburn

Carbon Footprint Study: The Manager provide an update on the Carbon Footprint study and to outline how this information has been used in the preparation of the new Draft Development plan.
M15/0909
PLANNING FILES ON WEB


Councillor W. Lavelle proposed to MOVE WITHOUT DEBATE:

That the Manager arranges for all planning application documents which are to be published on the council website to be made available as PDF files as opposed to DjVU files so as to ensure the maximum level of public accessibility.
REPORT:
The DjVu implementation has recently been introduced in order to facilitate a more accurate representation of large format and colour documents.  There is a technical impact to publishing all documents in PDF format which revolves around the file size of the resulting scanned document.  DjVu is a technically feasible manner in which large format documents including colour (up to full colour) at sizes of A3 to A0 can be distributed online in a reasonable manner without impact on the end user. 

A free download is provided to the required viewer so in essence the technical ability to view these documents is identical to PDF i.e. you download and install a viewer (once only) and your browser reads and displays the file.

If the DjVu files were converted to PDF for web publication, the resultant PDF files would be excessively large and would cause technical difficulties which would be detrimental to customer service both in ease and speed of access.

M16/0909
ALLOTMENTS


Councillor R. Dowds

Given the fact that at least 300 people are on the allotment waiting list (answer to Q4/0509), this Council agrees to greatly increase the number of allotments available to rent within the next year.

M17/0909
SWINE FLU


Councillor S. Crowe proposed to MOVE WITHOUT DEBATE:

That this Council calls on the Manager in view of the very real concern relating to the new variation of flu and expected  outbreak of the so called swine flu virus, will he outline what discussions he has held on this matter with staff, other  authorities, state bodies and individuals and outlining what  plans he has  in place, and what new measures if any, he proposes to introduce to maintain essential and frontline services and public safety during this expected pandemic.
REPORT:
An Interdepartmental Committee comprising of all departments in the Council and chaired by the Environmental Services Department has been established and has been meeting on a weekly basis.   A member of the Environmental Health Officers (EHO) Section also sits on this committee. The most up to date information and advice from 

A)    The Health Service Executive (HSE)

B)    The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC)

C)    The Department of Health and Children

D)    The Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG)

E)    The Local Government Management Services Board (LGMSB) 

F)     Our insurance company, Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances LTD (IPB)

are discussed and decisions made on how best to implement this information /advice. All Departments have produced Business Continuity Plans, identified critical services and lists of key staff required to deliver these services as well as lists of staff who may need to work from home. All these plans are being combined by the Environmental Services Department into one overarching Corporate Plan. 

On a more practicable level, all staff have been informed about the A(H1N1) flu and the precautions they need to take by way of 

1.      A news bulletin on South Dublin County Council’s intranet front page,

2.      Posters have been put up on all noticeboards and in all toilets in County Hall, The Clondalkin Offices and in all Depots and Libraries 

3.      Hygiene stations are being set up in County Hall, The Clondalkin Offices and Libraries for all staff and the general public and in all depots for South Dublin County Council’s staff. 

All departments have been liaising with their essential suppliers and making sure they also have business continuity plans. South Dublin County Council is also liaising with other Local Authorities especially in our case with Dublin City Council with regard to water and sewerage facilities.

As soon as the vaccine becomes available the Council it will in turn be made available to Council staff and the Council are, at present, liaising with the HSE so that this can be done in the Council premises.

If on advice received, the existing plans or precautions need to be up scaled this will be done through the Interdepartmental Committee and advised to staff through the news bulletin on the Intranet front page and other means. 

M18/0909
GRASS CUTTING IN CEMETERIES


Councillor C. Brophy


That this Council asks the Manager to introduce a minimum of 4 grass cuttings in every graveyard in the County during the grass growing season.  The current situation of one cutting per year has resulted in graveyards being inaccessible, particularly to senior citizens, and is causing emotional distress to families who have loved ones buried in these graveyards.

M19/0909
MAJOR ROAD WIDENING PROJECTS


Councillor D. Keating


That the Manager would agree to carry our review surveys of major road widening projects in our county, which when completed, often following decisions made by An Bord Pleanála, leave homes in many areas in our communities at serious disadvantages owing to increased noise levels and loss of visual amenities, which clearly demonstrates that examination of such matters at the early planning stages can be inadequate or even flawed. 

M20/0909
NATIONAL CARERS STRATEGY


Councillor D. Looney proposed to have Motion WITHDRAWN:

That this Council calls on the Taoiseach and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs to publish the National Carers Strategy as committed to in the Social Partnership Agreement - Towards 2016, and in the Programme for Government, as a matter of principle.
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