COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, October 12, 2009

QUESTION NO. 19
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on measures proposed by South Dublin County Council as part of the implementation of the ‘Dublin City Region Economic Development Action Plan’?

REPLY:
The Economic Development Action plan for the Dublin City region, launched in July, is the culmination of work that has been carried out under the auspices of the four Dublin Managers in conjunction with the Dublin Regional Authority and other stakeholders.
The Action Plan sets out a total of 36 actions, of which South Dublin County Council is directly contributing to 18.

For a number of actions, South Dublin County Council’s contribution is through on-going liaison with stakeholders, state agencies and other local authorities. However, there are two particular avenues that the Council has been pursuing in giving a structured and coherent response to the Economic Action Plan;

· Intellectual Development Zones and;
· The Review of the County Development Plan.

Intellectual Enterprise Zones
These are areas where there is the capability of promoting innovation. They are limited in extent, spatially, but need to be connected directly into the major concentrations of services and population. An example of such a location would be in Tallaght town centre where there is, not only, the capability of linking into the IT, Hospital but the area is well serviced and connected. Central to the success of these areas is the capability of creating a ‘milieu of innovation’ where people have direct and easy access to each other and supporting services. Other areas in the County could be the Naas road area, east of the M50 and Adamstown.

As a practical direct response to affecting these zones the Council under the auspices of the Dublin Regional Authority, Fás and other stakeholders have recruited a co-ordinator. In conjunction within County Hall specific space has been provided and fitted out for the first of the intellectual zones. This space includes IT and other supports for those utilising the service.

South Dublin County Council is supporting innovation week with a series of events planned for  14th – 20th October

 In tandem work has been carried and is on-going with other stakeholders such as Fás to identify in the County those to which the above service should be targeted at, partcularly recently unemployed graduates..
The Review of the County Development Plan
The review of the County Development Plan gives a timely opportunity to consider the promotion of sustainable economic development in the context of the wider Economic Development Action Plan.

In order to promote sustainable and long lasting economic growth, the Draft Development Plan recognises the interdependence between four forms of capital accumulation. These are: 

· human or knowledge capital - the skills, knowledge, ingenuity and creativity of people; 

· physical capital - the stock of infrastructure that is used to produce goods and services e.g. machinery, buildings, transport and communications networks; 

· natural or environmental capital – naturally-provided assets and the quality of the surrounding environment within which people live and work; 

· social capital - the networks, connections, mutual trust and shared values and behaviours of the population. 
A coherent strategic framework is a core element of a development plan’s capability of responding to the above trends. Development of a more compact urban form and long term economic growth needs to broken down into a number of distinct elements- which revolve around- access, connection, choice, and amenity 

In South County Dublin the strategic development framework centre’s on:

· The maintenance and establishment of threshold populations at nodes of centrality, along corridors that are viably served by public transport, particularly rail based.  This is already taking place through the development of SDZ’s at Clonburris and Adamstown; the Tallaght LAP and the forthcoming Naas road framework.

· The promotion of knowledge based employment and enterprise that integrate with these population nodes, particularly linking into public transport nodes. This will be balanced against the development of areas for industry that are less employee intensive but are instead dependent on good road links for movement of goods and material- particularly linked into the Outer ring road. 

· Giving meaning to open character of the west and south of the County, other than as a land bank for future urban development.

This development framework gives spatial effect to the Economic Action Plan through the promotion of spatial form of development that provides for continued economic development, promotes the trends towards the ‘ Smart Economy’ and provides for a quality of life that makes the County attractive to inward investment.
In practical support of the above the Draft County Development Plan sets out policies that seek to identify and promote a number of interlinked but distinct clusters of economic development. In essence there are three types of clusters;

· Intellectual development zones- These are areas where there is the capability of promoting innovation. They are limited in extend, spatially, but need to be connected directly into the major concentrations of services and population. An example of such a location would be in Tallaght town centre where there is, not only, the capability of linking into the IT, Hospital but the area is well serviced and connected. Central to the success of these areas is the capability of creating a ‘milieu of innovation’ where people have direct and easy access to each other and supporting services. Other areas in the County could be the Naas road area, east of the M50 and Adamstown.

· Overlaying the intellectual development zones are areas where there are a range of highly skilled, people intensive uses. These match the Enterprise priority one areas of north of the Tallaght town centre, and the Naas road. In short these clusters are ones where highly skilled workers operate in a range of industries.

· In the second tier areas there is the capacity to build on the existing established industrial areas and create a cluster of high end economic development based around FDI manufacturing and support industries. This area is in line with the technology crescent as outlined in the current plan between Grange Castle and City West.

By definition clusters are limited, concentrated and interlinked both between themselves and the wider city.

Conclusions
The Economic Development Action Plan sets out at a high level the moves needed to give effect to the ‘Smart Economy’ and the promotion of long term sustainable economic development. There is a need towards a more holistic and integrated approach that recognises that through attracting and maintaining a highly talented workforce, the economy will prosper.

This County is making significant contributions to this through promoting:

· a coherent and ordered strategic framework for the development of the County.

· The maintenance and improvement of an urban area, including linkages to the natural environment.

· Development of clusters of particular economic development based on an urban hierarchy.

