COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS  

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA 

COMMITTEE MEETING (2)

Minutes of Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2), dealing with Environment, Housing and Community business held on Tuesday 5th May, 2009. 

	PRESENT

	Councillors

	M. Ardagh

	C. Brophy

	P. Cosgrave

	C. Keane

	T. McDermott

	E. Walsh


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Cosgrave presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Engineer
	L. Magee, T. O’Grady.

	Senior Executive Officers
	A. Jacob, H. Hogan, W. Sheils.

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin. 

	Senior Staff Officer
	K. Whelan.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw.


TR/356/09  CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

HEADED ITEM (1)







ITEM ID 19125
Minutes of meeting of Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) dealing with Community, Environment and Housing business held on 7th April 2009, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy, and RESOLVED:-

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 7th April 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Environment

TR/357/09  QUESTIONS  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardadh, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy, and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question numbers 1 - 6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/358/09 CLEANING OF LANEWAY BETWEEN LIMEKILN CLOSE & MOUNTDOWN ROAD
QUESTION (1): Councillor C. Brophy 



 Item ID: 19191 

"To ask the Manager to clean the laneway between Limekiln Close and Mountdown Road?"

REPLY:
The local Anti-Litter Warden inspected this lane on 27 April and reports that there is some very minor littering and weeds in the laneway.  The laneway will be listed for cleaning but is not a priority given the minor nature of the issue.

The warden will, if required, facilitate any local residents wishing to undertake clean ups by providing some materials to assist them.

Bottom of Form

TR/359/09 GRAFFITI ON WALL AT COOLAMBER PARK 

QUESTION (2): Councillor C. Keane  



Item ID: 19187 

"To ask the Manager to have the Graffiti removed from the open space wall at Coolamber park?"

REPLY:
The local Anti-Litter Warden reports that graffiti at this location was recently removed by the Council's Anti-Graffiti Team but upon recent inspection, two additional small pieces of graffiti have been found since then.  These will be referred to the Anti-Graffiti Team for removal within the course of their normal work schedule.

Bottom of Form

TR/360/09 GRAFFITI ON WALLS ADJACENT TO KNOCKLYON UTD. 

QUESTION (3): Councillor J. Lahart 




 Item ID: 19032 

"To ask the Manager to remove the graffiti from the walls adjacent to Knocklyon Utd adjacent to Glenlyon and Castlefield as it has been there for three years at this stage and some of it is of an offensive nature?"

REPLY:
The local Anti-Litter Warden is arranging an inspection of this location forthwith and any graffiti there will be refered to for removal by the Council's Anti-Graffiti team.  Graffiti will be included on the Team's work schedule as normal but any offensive material will be prioritised.

Bottom of Form

TR/361/09 BOTTLE BANK AT ST. ENDAS PARK
QUESTION (4): Councillor J. Lahart 




 Item ID: 19156 

"To ask the Manager for the latest position with regard to the Bottle Bank arrangements for St. Enda's Park and to outline what advances have been made on this project?"

REPLY:
To address the issues that have arisenand to improve the facility at this location , arrangements are being made for the installation of appropriate bring banks in St. Enda's Park following agreement in principle with the OPW for the incorporation of the existing site into their grounds.  As was previously reported, the Environmental Services Department are attempting to identify funding with a view to making arrangements with suppliers/contractors and for facility servicing.  

Bottom of Form

TR/362/09 ROLL-OUT OF BROWN BIN TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA 

QUESTION (5): Councillor T. McDermott 



 Item ID: 18814 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed report on the roll-out of the Brown Bin service in the Terenure / Rathfarnham area including a schedule indicating when areas not presently covered will have a Brown Bin service?"

REPLY:
The Council has committed to the provision of a brown bin service throughout the County as soon as possible but significant resources in the Environmental Services Department are currently focussed on the imminent introduction of the advance credit system for waste charges. Once this system has been introduced, emphasis will switch to further planning for the introduction of the brown bin service.

TR/363/09 GRAFFITI IN REAR LANEWAYS IN GREENHILLS ESTATE 

QUESTION (6): Councillor E. Walsh 




 Item ID: 19170 

"To ask the Manager to outline what is available to Residents in Greenhills Estate to eliminate graffiti in rear Laneways and will he make a statement on the issue?"

REPLY:
The local Anti-Litter Warden reports that most of the graffiti in laneways is on private property and residents have an obligations under s. 19 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 to ensure that property is free from litter (including graffiti)   

The Warden will generally advise residents of their responsibilities and request that they take action to remove graffiti from their property.  In some instances and when resources allow, the Warden may supply materials to assist in the removal.  However, enforcement action may be taken where remedial action is not taken.

Bottom of Form

TR/364/09 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (2) 






Item ID: 19126 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/365/09 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (1)






 Item ID: 19127 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/366/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 

MOTION (1)







 Item ID: 19145 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/367/09  LANEWAY LINKING GREENACRE COURT TO KNOCKLYON GROVE 

MOTION (2): 



  



Item ID: 19029 
It was proposed by Councillor. T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager take action to regularise the laneway linking Greenacre Court to Knocklyon Grove. Recently the laneway has been the scene of anti-social behaviour, excessive noise, littering and graffiti."

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“The Anti-Litter Warden reports that this lane was inspected recently and some bags of rubbish were there and were immediately listed for collection by the Cleansing Section but that apart from that, the laneway is not in a particularly poor condition.  There is some graffiti on private walls that are the responsibility of private occupiers but other than that the laneway does not require additional cleaning.  Private residents should contact the Warden for assistance in removing the graffiti but they may be subject to enforcement action if they do not take action to remove graffiti from their property.

If the predominant issues regarding this laneway relate to anti-social behaviour An Garda Síochana should be contacted.  Options for the extinguishment of the right of way could be explored if the local residents wish.”

Bottom of Form

TR/368/09 CLEAN UP OF TRAVELLERS SITE AT CHERRYFIELD 

MOTION (3): 


  




Item ID: 19188 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee discusses once again – with the aid of a full report - the clean up I had agreed at last TRAC meeting of the Travellers site at Cherryfield."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-

“The clean up of material dumped in parkland adjacent to the Cherryfield Residential Caravan Park previously committed to has now taken place and is substantially completed.  The remaining area near the pathway requires machinery to move it to a more accessible location and this is currently being arranged.  

The Council's Anti-Graffiti Team are scheduled to paint the exterior wall of this site during the week commencing 4th May.

Additional CCTV monitoring at this location is being investigated by the Traveller Accommodation Unit together with appropriate signage warning potential offenders.  The Traveller Accommodation Unit are also arranging for maintenance works as necessary relating to the leak at the rear of the site.”
Following a contribution from Councillors C. Keane and P. Cosgrave, the report was NOTED.
Bottom of Form

Housing

TR/369/09  QUESTIONS  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy, and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question number 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/370/09 GRANTS FOR REPLACING GUTTERING & REWIRING HOUSES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

QUESTION (7): Councillor E. Walsh 




 Item ID: 19173 

"To ask the Manager to clarify the present position regarding grants for replacing guttering and rewiring houses for Senior Citizens?"

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council provides grant assistance for gutter/roof replacement and house re-wiring works under the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme for privately owned homes. All applications received are processed under the Guidelines set down by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.  The maximum grant available is €10,500 in respect of household income up to €30,000 p.a. with a lower level of grant payable in respect of higher income levels up to €65,000 p.a. The table below shows the level of grant available under each income category. 

	Gross maximum household income p.a.
	% of costs available
	Maximum Grant available

	Up to €30,000
	100%
	€10,500

	€30,001 - €34,000
	90%
	€9,450

	€34,001 - €38,000
	80%
	€8,400

	€38,001 - €42,000
	70%
	€7,350

	€42,001 - €46,000
	60%
	€6,300

	€46,001 - €50,000
	50%
	€5,250

	€50,001 - €54,000
	40%
	€4,200

	€54,001 - €65,000
	30%
	€3,150

	In excess of €65,000
	No grant is payable
	No grant is payable


The Council has not yet received it's allocation of funding for 2009 from the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government in respect of the grant schemes for older persons and persons with disabilities. This allocation when received, will determine the level of grant assistance which can be approved by the Council in 2009.

Bottom of Form

TR/371/09 REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME 

HEADED ITEM (3) 






Item ID: 19128 

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-

“Report on Housing Construction Programme 
COMPLETIONS 2008
Whitechurch Phase 4                                         26 Units

TOTAL                                                                 26 Units
SCHEMES ON SITE
Whitechurch Phase 4                                     3 Units                     2 x 4 beds 2 storey specially adapted/1 x 3 bed single storey specially adapted  - due end May 2009

      

Whitechurch Phase 4                           Community Centre                    Anticipated handover 2nd Quarter 2009

Whitechurch Phase 5                            7 Units    
4 x 3 beds 2 storey/3 x 2 beds ground floor specially adapted - due end May 2009

TOTAL                                                10 Units and Community Centre
PART 8 PROCESS
Taylors Lane - Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government approval to proceed to tender received 20th January 2009. However, the Department has indicated that there is no funding available to commence new housing projects in 2009.

VOLUNTARY AND PART V
ON SITE
College Drive                                      23 Units (21 x 1 beds, 2 x 2 beds apts)

Application for funding submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in August 2008. 

NOT YET ON SITE
Wainsfort Manor                                 51 Units”   
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TR/372/09 ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR QUARTERLY STATISTICS 

HEADED ITEM (4)







 Item ID: 19144 

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Report on Quarterly Statistics for Anti Social Behaviour
for period: 01/01/2009 to 31/03/2009 
Current Working Files: 16 (2.4% of county of 667)  
% Incidents that resulted in Enforcement Action – 22.4% 
Investigative Actions per Incident – 4.45
Total Number of Clinics held in 2008 to date:  3
Anti-Social Clinic at the following location:
Whitechurch Community Centre - First Thursday of every Month 11am - 12 noon
	 
	Total 2007
	1st Qtr 2007
	1st Qtr  2008
	1st Qtr 2009

	 Actions
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Housecall
	48
	21
	1
	24

	House Inspection
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Garda Consultation
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Health Services Consultation
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Referred to HWO
	7
	5
	0
	0

	Referred to EHO
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Formal Office Interviews
	7
	4
	1
	4

	Other SDCC section consulted
	7
	5
	1
	6

	Phone contact complainant/tenant 
	13
	5
	1
	8

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	0
	0
	0

	House Surrendered
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Warning Letter
	5
	4
	0
	0

	Verbal Warning given
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sitexed House
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Abandonment Notice Served
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Notice to Quit Served
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Demand for Possession 
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 Total Actions
	92
	44
	4
	49

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Incidents
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Children Nuisance
	7
	1
	0
	2

	Criminal Activity
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Drugs Activity
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Joyriding
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Neighbour Dispute
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Noise/disturbance
	6
	4
	1
	2

	Pets/animal nuisance
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Physical condition of property
	2
	2
	0
	0

	Squatters/illegal occupiers
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Vacant House
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Vandalism
	2
	2
	0
	1

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment
	3
	1
	0
	3

	Total Incidents
	23
	10
	1
	11

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Complaints
	21
	2
	8
	17


Bottom of Form

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report.  Following a contribution from Councillors T. McDermott, M. Ardagh, C. Keane, and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Hogan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/373/09 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (5) 






Item ID: 19129 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/374/09 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (2) 






Item ID: 19130 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/375/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 

MOTION (4)  







Item ID: 19146 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/376/09 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AT TRAVELLER SITE ON STOCKING AVENUE 

MOTION (5): 







 Item ID: 19155 
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED.
"That the Manager take every step to eliminate anti-social behaviour which has already commenced at the traveller site on Stocking Avenue and to outline the caretaking arrangements at the site."
Community
TR/377/09  QUESTIONS  
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/378/09 APPLICATION FOR GRANTS  

HEADED ITEM (6): 






Item ID: 19131 
The following report by the Manager was CONSIDERED:-
“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1847
	St. Pius X Summer Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	06/03/2009
	€500

	GF1850
	Kimmage Manor Summer Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	10/03/2009
	€500


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)
Application for a contribution under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

 Arts Contribution 
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	St Paul’s Secondary School Greenhills
	Contribution
	30/3/09
	€400


 Report on Summer Projects 2009
Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2009 it is estimated that approximately 6,250 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2009. These grants will be complementary to the above, resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities and ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
 Name of Project:                              Duration of Project       Grant
St Judes Summer Project                  4 Weeks                           €1,600

Holy Spirit 

Summer Project                                   2 Weeks                           €850

Whitechurch/ Ballyboden

Summer Project                                   4 Weeks                           €1,600”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payments of the Community Grants, Arts Contribution and Summer Project Grants, as recommended in the foregoing report.”
TR/379/09 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (7):






 Item ID: 19132 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/380/09 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (3):






 Item ID: 19133 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/381/09 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 

MOTION (6): 







Item ID: 19147 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/382/09  BALLYROAN COMMUNITY CENTRE 

MOTION (7):  







 Item ID: 19142 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh:-
"That this Committee discusses with the aid of an up to date report the results of the meeting requested by this Councillor (at last month's TRAC meeting) between the Management Committee of Ballyroan community centre and the Management Community Department South Dublin County council (a) giving report on agreements made and accepted (b) rejected and to state what action will now be taken to get this centre up and running as soon as possible to service the meals on wheels and the many organizations who have been discommoded. In all my time elected since 1991 I have never seen such services 'taken out' of a community as this council prides itself on the provision of community services and hopefully this will be rectified in the Rathfarnham area."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“On Thursday 30th April, 2009, representatives of the Community Services Department met with the Ballyroan Community Centre committee, the local Parish Priest, as well as representatives of the community and users of the Community Centre to discuss the proposed refurbishment of the Ballyroan Community Centre and the construction of a new Pastoral Centre. Also present were Councillors Paddy Cosgrave, Cait Keane and John Lahart as well as Deputy Alan Shatter.
This project was under review along with every other project on the Council’s Rolling Capital Programme as a result of the economic crisis and the downturn in capital funding. However, immediately prior to all capital projects being halted subject to review, the furniture and fittings had been removed from the community centre. The various clubs and other users were moved out and had to seek alternative accommodation for the duration of the contract. Also, staff who worked in the centre, were let go, in anticipation of the contractor starting work. 

The users mainly were sports and games groups, but also included the local Meals on Wheels service, a service of great importance to the local community.

The Council officials were able to confirm the following at the meeting:

· The project is to go ahead in 2009, as planned, following the review 

· Both elements of the project – the refurbishment of the Community Centre and the construction of a new Pastoral Centre, are to be implemented, with the priority given to the refurbishment of the Community centre 

· It is most likely that the contractor will be chosen from the tenders already received and evaluated, rather than seeking new tenders. This is because the tender favoured represents great value for money. Also, if new tenders were to be sought, this would take another two months, which would further exacerbate the problem for the users and staff. 

· Each element of the contract is expected to take six months. It is intended that the work be carried out as a single contract, with the contractor not leaving the site after the first phase. 

· If the contractor favoured following the tender process is available, it is hoped that he could be on site sometime in May.

Those present asked a range of questions which were answered by the Council officials. The community are very anxious that the Community centre be re-opened as soon as possible. It was suggested that it would be very helpful if they could be back in the centre by January 1st 2010. Ideally they would like to be there for September 2009, but there is no chance of this being the case, so they must try to get by for the four months between September 2009 and January 2010.

It was agreed that the Council would make enquiries to see if there was any way to help out the Meals on Wheels service. The Treasurer for the centre said that the extra four months would mean that they would lose a significant amount of income and that he would be making a case to the Council for supporting funds to offset their anticipated losses.”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Keane, the report was NOTED.

As this was the last meeting before the Local Elections to be held on 5th June the Cathaoirleach and Members conveyed best wishes to Councillors Máire Ardagh and Eamonn Walsh who have decided not to go forward in these elections.
Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer on behalf of the staff also conveyed good wishes to both Councillors.  

The meeting concluded at 4.50pm.  

Siniú ____________________

Dáta ______________________


An Cathaoirleach
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