
Report on Meeting of the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee,   Friday 15th May 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in Management Conference Room, County Hall, Tallaght.

 Attendance: Committee Members

	Cllr. R. Dowds (Chair)
	Cllr. T. Ridge

	Cllr. G. O’ Connell
	Cllr. Shane O’Connor

	Cllr. K. Warren
	Cllr. Jim Daly

	Cllr. M. Corr (Mayor)
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	Chief Superintendent J. Manley
	J. Horan (County Manager)

	Billy Coman Housing Dept. SDCC
	Michelle Kearns (Comm. Platform)

	J. Lawlor (Comm. Forum)
	


 Apologies:

Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn, C. O.Connor T.D., Cllr. C. Keane,  Alan Shatter T.D. Cllr. T. McDermott
Also Present:
Pat Smith, Elaine Leech, Anne Byrne, SDCC., S. O’Gorman, A. Lane, RAPID., Superintendent E. Dolan
Stephen Joyce, S.W. Region Local Drug Drugs Task Force

Sandra Mullen, Clondalkin Local Drugs Task Force

Grace Hill, Tallaght Drugs Task Force

Aoife Carroll, Dublin 12 Local Drugs Task Force

Marian Quinn, Tallaght West CDI

Joyce Cahill,  Tallaght West CDI

1. Meeting Report of the 21st November and Matters Arising

The Committee adopted the report of the meeting of 6 February 2009.

There were no matters arising from this report.

2. Presentation by the 4 Local Drugs Task Forces operating in South Dublin County.

Stephen Joyce, Grace Hill, Sandra Mullen and Aoife Carroll gave a comprehensive overview of the workings of the Local Drugs Task Forces in South Dublin County.  They also provided information on the current situation regarding drug misuse in the county and the services etc. that are available.

The Presentation centred on the National Drugs Strategy, the work of the local drugs task forces, the types of misuse of drugs in the county and its effects on the users and the wider community.  Issues such as treatment, education, prevention, rehabilitation, supply reduction and the recent Dial to Stop drugs Campaign were also covered in the presentation.

A discussion followed regarding effects of this misuse on the community and the following areas were raised:

Safety of children whose parents are misusing drugs

Families behind the statistics

Intimidation in communities

Garda response to information

Anti-social behaviour as a result of misuse

Problems outside of Council owned houses

Need for additional services such as childcare in treatment areas
J. Manley explained the process of surveillance, evidence, confidentiality, etc.  which happens while a case is being prepared.  It may appear to the public as delays or inaction but work is ongoing all the time to ensure that information is correct, gathering of additional information etc. so the case will stand up and a successful prosecution follows.  The Gardai are represented on all the Local Drugs Task Forces and Safety Forums and also acknowledged that this is a problem which cannot be solved alone by the Gardai.  An inter-agency approach is needed to fight this problem.

J. Horan followed by pointing out that work is ongoing with the introduction of Community CCTV, Garda CCTV and continuing work by all Council’s Departments to alleviate anti-social behaviour.  The work of the Children’s Services Committee will address some of the difficulties of information sharing between the agencies.  He also acknowledged that there has been much investment by both central and local government in the County which has helped to provide pro-social facilities and activities.
B. Coman explained that the Council is at present redrafting its anti-social policy.  He also explained that staff are working on effective and appropriate systems that allow for the sharing of information between tenants, Council, Gardai and other agencies and organisations. 
Cllr. Robert Dowd thanked Stephen Joyce, Grace Hill, Sandra Mullen and  Aoife Carroll for their presentation and ongoing commitment to working in this difficult area.

3.Presentation by Tallaght West Childhood Initative 
Marian Quinn and Joyce Cahill gave a comprehensive Presentation of the work of the Childhood Development Initiative and in particular the work of the Community Safety Initiative.  The presentation gave a brief history of CDI, its history and current developments.  The Community Safety Initiative was explained and details of the progress to date was shared.  They will now concentrate on a number of pilot sites and it is intended to introduce a Community Agreement  which will include an action plan and will be approved by the Steering Committee.  The project will be evaluated by the Child and Family Research Centre (NUIG) under the following headings:
· Outcomes and process evaluation;

· Community safety and development, regeneration, healthy urban living, and partnership models of working; 

· State of play. 

A discussion followed which linked this work to the work of the Local Drugs Task Forces and which strengthens the need for all agencies and organisations to be working together and sharing information.  M. Quinn explained that while the project has funding for five years the commitment from all involved should ensure its work will continue.  The CDI Project will be moving into new accommodation provided at St. Marks Youth and Family Centre and they are looking forward to this move which will give the project a physical presence in the community.

Cllr. Robert Dowds thanked M. Quinn and J. Cahill for their comprehensive report and welcomed the work of CDI.  

4. JPC Annual Work Plan

A workshop was held on 13 March to which all members of the JPC were invited to attend.  After much discussion it was agreed that the Work Plan would Concentrate on anti-social behaviour and encourage pro-social initiatives.  All actions should be partnership by nature rather than each agency acting alone and should lead to relationship building between Gardai, SDCC and the Community 

It was also felt that the JPC should liaise as necessary with relevant early childhood/youth pro-social intervention projects/Children’s’ Services Committee initiatives and the Local Drugs Task Forces.  It was also strongly felt that a limited and focussed number of actions/pilot projects be included in this plan for 2009

A draft Work Plan was then formulated at this meeting and further comment/contribution invited. The updated draft as circulated was now before this meeting for agreement. 
Following discussion the Workplan was agreed.  
5. Garda Report

Report from Chief Superintendent John Manley, DMR Southern Division to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee on the 15th May 2009.

Report for Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Terenure and Crumlin Stations.

Crime Statistics January to April 2009 in comparison with January to April 2008.

	Tallaght Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	286
	286
	0%

	Robbery
	
	27
	26
	-4%

	
	Robbery from the person
	19
	23
	21%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	8
	3
	-63%

	Theft
	
	428
	415
	-3%

	
	Theft from Person
	24
	23
	-4%

	
	Theft from MPV
	115
	149
	30%

	
	Theft from Shop
	218
	165
	-24%

	
	Theft (Other)
	71
	78
	10%

	
	Theft of MPV
	0
	0
	0

	Property Crime
	
	741
	727
	-2%


	Rathfarnham Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	161
	121
	-25%

	Robbery
	
	11
	13
	18%

	
	Robbery from the person
	5
	7
	40%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	6
	6
	0%

	Theft
	
	144
	134
	-8%

	
	Theft from Person
	1
	3
	100%

	
	Theft from MPV
	54
	49
	-9%

	
	Theft from Shop
	47
	42
	-11%

	
	Theft (Other)
	42
	39
	-7%

	
	Theft of MPV
	0
	1
	0

	Property Crime
	
	316
	268
	-15%


	Crumlin Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	62
	66
	6%

	Robbery
	
	3
	18
	500%

	
	Robbery from the person
	0
	3
	100%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	3
	15
	400%

	Theft
	
	79
	102
	29%

	
	Theft from Person
	0
	5
	100%

	
	Theft from MPV
	15
	40
	167%

	
	Theft from Shop
	28
	31
	11%

	
	Theft (Other)
	36
	26
	-28%

	
	Theft of MPV
	0
	0
	0

	Property Crime
	
	144
	186
	29%


	Terenure Station
	2008
	2009
	% Change

	Burglary
	
	50
	87
	74%

	Robbery
	
	8
	16
	100%

	
	Robbery from the person
	2
	3
	50%

	
	Robbery from Establishment
	6
	13
	117%

	Theft
	
	67
	77
	15%

	
	Theft from Person
	2
	3
	50%

	
	Theft from MPV
	19
	23
	21%

	
	Theft from Shop
	13
	23
	77%

	
	Theft (Other)
	33
	28
	-15%

	
	Theft of MPV
	0
	0
	0

	Property Crime
	
	125
	180
	44%


Incidents of Burglary reported have decreased significantly over the last few months in the Tallaght and Rathfarnham Sub-Districts. In the M District burglary incidents have decreased by -9%. The G and P Districts are currently experiencing an increasing trend in burglaries. Crumlin District have increased by 26% and the Terenure District have increased by 39%. Areas of high incidence of such crimes are being targeted with constant patrolling and intelligence led operations.

Detections in the number of incidents in respect of drug seizures have increased by 15% for the year to date and continue to reflect a positive figure (92 for 2009 in comparison with 80 for 2008). Increased stop and search practices and searches of premises are proving effective. The total number of incidents for simple possession stands at 525 from January 2009 to 30th April 2009 and is an increase of 3% on the same period last year.

The number of MAT checkpoints conducted are down -4%, however the figures indicate that an average of six hundred people were breath tested every week in the Division so far this year. (Data 10,381 persons breath tested to date in 2009) The number of drink driving detections is 229 from January 2009 to April 2009 and are down (-15%) in comparison with the same period last year. This indicates that people are complying with drink driving legislation. Drug Driving detections have increased from 6 in 2008 to 15 in 2009. This is being addressed by observing driver behaviour whilst conducting checkpoints.

The number of Fatal and Serious Injury collisions are down (-28%) in comparison with the same period last year (5 incidents in 2009 in comparison with 7 incidents in 2008). The number of speed detections have increased from 722 detections in 2008 to 726 detections in 2009, which indicates a definite strategy to implement Road Safety and reduce speed on our roads. 

Incidents of Public Disorder have increased by 3%, (from 606 incidents in 2008 to 626 incidents in 2009). Criminal Damage Incidents have increased by 9% (from 963 in 2008 to 1045 incidents in 2009). The number of incidents of assault have decreased (-7%) in comparison with 2008. (210 incidents in 2008 to 195 incidents in 2009).

CCTV footage has been installed and is in operation in the Tallaght Sub District. The control room is fully finished with 29 cameras fully operational. Work is ongoing on the remaining cameras and members have been trained in respect of the effective operation of the system.

There have been three incidents of Homicide in the Division since the start of 2009. One male has been arrested and charged for his role in one of the murders. The other two incidents are being actively investigated.

Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn sent his apologies to the meeting but forwarded the following report from the D.M.R.W. Region

Overview of Crime Statistics 

Clondalkin/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown 

Crime Statsitics Jan – Mar  2009 v Jan – Mar 2008

	
	2009
	2008
	Rate Diff
	Det 2009
	Det 2008

	Headline Crime
	707
	853
	-17%
	45%
	40%

	Non Headline
	1913
	2034
	-0.5%
	79%
	64%


The total reported Headline Crime figure is  down 17% and the detection rate is up by 5%.

The total reported Non Headline Crime figure is down by 0.5% and the detection rate is up by 15%.

Garda Siochana Act 2005 – Joint Policing Guidelines 17.6

Report of Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Lucan and Ronanstown Stations to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee on Friday 15th May 2009 – Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn. 

.

The following is compiled by way of general information, for the period under review, as per Regulation 17.6 in accordance with the headings specified in that regulation, (1) Commission of Crime and (2) Crime Prevention Matters 

1. Commission of Crime – January to March 2009

	Category
	Q1 2009
	Q1 2008

	Assault
	16
	20

	Burglary
	127
	196

	Criminal Damage
	419
	456

	Drug Seizures
	29
	62

	Discharge of Firearm
	6
	9

	Possession of Offensive Weapon
	33
	23

	Robbery from Person
	21
	10

	Robbery from Establishments 
	17
	21

	Theft from MPV
	129
	124

	Theft from Shop
	167
	223

	Public Order 
	197
	182

	Prisoners Arrested
	874
	1086


2. Crime Prevention Matters

· Operation Anvil and Operation Shilling continues to Operate with checkpoints, surveillance and searches carried out during each tour of duty. Emphasis on high volume crime and specific criminal targets. 

· There have been 592 searches conducted compared with 328 for the same period in 2008.

· There is 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai attached to the Community Police Unit in Clondalkin and 2 Gardai attached to the unit in Rathcoole. The unit in Clondalkin have 3 pedal cycles that are in regular use.  In Lucan there is 1 Sgt and 7 Gardai and 1 Sgt and 10 Gardai in Ronanstown. Ronanstown have 4 pedal cycles that are in regular use. 

· Regular inspections of licensed premises remain a priority to target underage consumption of alcohol and the illegal sale of alcohol to minors. 

· The main partnerships in Clondalkin/Rathcoole/Lucan/Ronanstown Sub Districts supporting Garda initiatives:

1. Clondalkin Drugs Task Force

2. Business Watch Scheme ( 1) in Clondalkin Village

3. Garda Clinics (3), takes place in the Council Offices in Clondalkin village / Neilstown / Palmerstown.

4. 5 Business watch Schemes in Rathcoole, (City West, Saggart and Newcastle-Lyons, Liffey Valley, Fonthill)

5.  2 Hospital Watch Schemes in Peamont Hospital / Hermitage Clinic.

6. RAPID promoting social inclusion in disadvantaged areas. 

7. North Clondalkin Community Forum. Meeting held fortnightly to discuss local problems

8. SDCC. Anti social units. Deals with individual and general anti social problems in North Clondalkin. 

9. Local Drugs Task Force

7. Any other business

Tallaght Stadium

B. Coman expressed gratitude on behalf of the Council to J. Manley and E. Dolan for their own work and commitment and that of the local Gardai to the success to date of the Tallaght Stadium.  It was widely acknowledged by the Committee that this is a fine community stadium and a necessary addition to Tallaght and the wider County.  

Community Policing

It was agreed at the workshop on 13th March that a presentation on the Model of Community Policing operating in Tallaght be given to the JPC in September.  Other models were discussed but deemed inappropriate for suburban areas such as Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Lucan and Clondalkin.  Chief Superintendent Manley and Superintendent Dolan agreed to organise this presentation.

Local Elections
Cllr. Robert Dowds expressed his gratitude to the members present for their work since October 2007.  He particularly thanked Cllr. E. Walshe who is retiring from public life and wished his fellow Councillors well.

It was agreed to refer to the guidelines as issued by the Dept. of Justice regarding new members
Meeting Venue

A discussion was held around the venue of the meetings and it was agreed that the Council Chamber is a quite formal venue and maybe we can look at other locations.  The JPC Executive agreed to look at alternative venues which would have the necessary broadband/IT facilities.

6. Date of next meeting
11th September, 2009
Business Submitted

QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane

That this committee discusses the setting up of a 999 text messaging service to enable deaf people to contact the emergency services from their mobile phones. This is available in Northern Ireland and has been launched in West Yorkshire in conjunction with Leeds City Council where Police Officers have worked in partnership with the Leeds Society for Deaf and Blind people and Leeds City Council to develop the service

REPLY:
Garda Management are examining the feasibility of implementing a system to enable people with disabilities make contact with the emergency services.

Question:  Jim Lawlor
What is the up to date position of SDCC to alleviate the toxic/hazardous dumps at Killakee car park

REPLY:

The Council’s initial investigation of illegal dumping at this location was completed in 2007 and subsequently, in late 2008, the EPA requested that this be reviewed in line with the EPA’s Code of Practice on Illegal Landfills.   A subsequent Risk Assessment has been submitted to the EPA and their response is currently awaited.

The specialist environmental consultants who investigated the site on the Council’s behalf advised that the 'fill' material in question is not causing environmental pollution at present and is not likely to in the future.  It must be stressed that at no stage was any hazardous or toxic waste encountered during this investigation which involved an extremely large number of trial pits and boreholes.  A small amount of elevated levels of diesel range organics were found in a small localised area and this was immediately removed.

Following the receipt of a response from the EPA, the appropriate course of action will be taken vis-à-vis removal of waste from the location, if required, and appropriate subsequent enforcement or legal action as appropriate.

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

'To ask Manager to confirm what action will be taken by Gardai and Coillte to control and regulate the use of motorbikes in the Cruagh Woods/Massey Woods  area, and to thus ensure that the existing car parks are open to the public'

REPLY:
Local Gardai Management in Tallaght are liaising with Ms Karen Woods, Manager, Dublin Mountain Partnership in this matter.  The partner organisations are Coillte, South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County council, Dublin City Council, National Parks and Wildlife Services and Dublin Mountains Initiative.  Liaison has also taken place with Tim O’Regan, Forestry Manager, Coillte.

A volunteer Ranger Service is presently being recruited and it is hoped to have them operational by the end of May 2009.  An Garda Siochana will give every assistance to the volunteer ranger service when they commence their duties and also in the area of any bye-laws being considered for initiation by the Council to deal with this issue.  

Bottom of Form

QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to confirm initiatives being taken to deal with the problem of Anti-Social  Behaviour in Tallaght West Estates.

REPLY:
Garda Reply:

The Gardai at Tallaght continue to put various operations into force throughout Tallaght including West Tallaght to curb crime, vandalism and Anti-Social Behaviour.

Community Gardai meet with Neighbourhood Watch groups, residents associations and any other community group or individual to listen to concerns and to discuss how they might be addressed.  Gardai also work closely with local authority personnel and other agencies to operate joint approaches where appropriate.

 All Garda Resources in Tallaght are tasked with reducing Anti-Social Behaviour and other crime affecting the quality of life of the community.

 The community Gardai at Tallaght are represented on the Steering Committee for the CDI Community Safety Initiative in West Tallaght  This committee will deliver a programme designed to deliver tangible improvements in community safety in pilot areas of West Tallaght and, in the future, across West Tallaght.  

Council Reply:

The Council through Community Services and Housing Departments in particular has established strong links with local communities in West Tallaght and this is very important in combating vandalism and anti-social activity. This is re-enforced through the active participation with the local communities in the Community Safety Initiative of Tallaght West CDI programme.

Extensive pro-social behaviour improvement works have also been carried out through the Rapid Programme e.g. the installation of MUGAS,Playgrounds,etc which have proved to be an important focus for young people in West Tallaght who wish to engage in pro-social activity. Open space areas are also maintained to a high standard in West Tallaght and any damage caused through vandalism is repaired promptly to ensure the physical appearance of estates is not allowed to deteriorate. The Tallaght Leisure Centre – TLC – and the new Brookfield Youth and Family Community Centre together with all of the existing Community Centres also run numerous pro social behaviour programmes which compliment a large number of other programmes to combat Anti-social behaviour.

The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to work in partnership with other agencies to respond to and deal proactively with incidents of anti social behaviour throughout the county.  All enforcement powers available to the Council are fully employed in dealing with anti social activity.  

http://intranet/departments/departments.aspx?deptid=7&dpageid=1131
The Housing Estate Management Team continues to work with the Gardai through close liaison in combating anti social activity at a number of levels including the following:

 Ø     Joint Policing Committee

Ø      Dublin Bus Community Fora

Ø      Housing Clinics

Ø      Community Liaison Meetings

Ø      Case Conferences

Ø      Regular meetings with Drug Squad and Community Gardai

Ø      Support of Gardai in interviewing anti social tenants

Ø      Community organized events e.g. Community Bonfires Family Days, Family/Youth Sports Events, Estate clean ups etc. 

Community Liaison Meetings
Community Liaison Committees comprise of community representatives, the Gardai, Mediation Service and various representatives of the Council. The purpose of these committees is to ensure an integrated response to local service delivery. The Liaison Committee Initiative was established in 2007 with McUilliam and Daletree and is being extended to include Cushlawn Estate. Meetings are held monthly.

In 2008 an enforcement initiative was carried out in McUilliam Estate. The purpose of the initiative was to target the perpetrators of anti-social activity, to monitor occupancy of the rented housing stock, to check the maintenance condition of the houses and gardens, to address illegal dumping and littering. The initiative was carried out on an inter-agency basis and supported by local Gardai. Every household was visited by the Council’s Estate Management Team for the purpose of inviting expressions of interest in becoming involved in a representative Residents’ Group for the estate. Work in this area is continuing and links have been made with other agencies of developing this project.

Elimination of anti social black spots.
 Work is ongoing regarding the elimination of anti-social black spots including such works as deemed necessary and as resources are available:

 Ø      Re-enforcement of walls

Ø      Installation of railings 

Ø      Elimination of laneways 

Ø      Additional lighting within estates

Ø      Stub wall construction

Ø      Installation of anti-vandal mechanisms

Ø      Re-instatement of areas

Ø      Removal of areas prone to dumping

Ø      Landscaping, design and development

Ø      Ground cover redevelopment

Ø      Footpath extension

Ø      Enhancement of entrance areas (improve access)

Ø      Improvements through Painting programmes

Ø      Boundary treatments and fencing Improvements.

Staff Training 
The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team continues to up skill itself in the interest of delivery of an effective housing estate management service which includes responding to incidents of anti-social behaviour. Examples of current training initiatives include Coaching/Copping On training which is being delivered by the West Tallaght Childhood Development Initiative. An important element of this training relates to best practice for interacting with children and young people which is particularly relevant for Estate Management staff.

 Tenancy Training:
21 courses have been conducted in 2008 with a further 4 to date in 2009. This course is now compulsory for all applicants for newly built homes. The format of the pre-tenancy training was revised in 2008 for the purpose of nurturing the concept of community development, capacity building and active citizenship and civic responsibility from the outset. Prospective tenants participating in the training are made aware of the valuable resource available through the Connect website.  The focus of the tenancy training seminars is on providing an introduction to South Dublin, to promoting the benefits of living in the County and to creating awareness of what the local community has to offer. Other relevant agencies are also involved in the training including MABS, Gardai, TWCDI, Bernardos and HSE. 

The Council is further developing a post-tenancy training after 6 – 8 weeks following the taking up of a new tenancy which will be introduced shortly and will involve all of the above agencies to assist the tenants into their new homes and community.  

The Council has engaged Nurture Development Ltd. to provide training for staff and local residents in community capacity building – Asset Based Community Development. This programme utilizes innovative approaches which have been developed in the United States and which use assets which are freely available in the community.

Policy
A subgroup of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was established for the purpose of reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of Letting Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the DoEHLG in 2006, will be also form part of the overall review.  The purpose of the review is to strengthen the enforcement powers available to the Housing Authority having regard to the changing profile of our local communities, of the social housing market.

As agreed with the sub-group strong liaisons will be further developed with the Gardai through active participation and co-operation with community pro – social driven programmes. 

 QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to detail action being taken within the remit of both the Gardaí and the Council   in respect of ongoing problems at the Bus Stop at the Square and will he make a statement.

REPLY:
The Garda CCTV scheme for Tallaght Town Centre area is now in place.  As part of this scheme one camera is constantly monitoring the bus stop referred to by Mr O’Connor, TD, at the west side of the Square opposite Super Value.  The incidence of anti-social behaviour has dropped dramatically as a result.  Gardai on patrol continue to visit this bus stop as a matter of course and take whatever action is necessary there.

QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to present an update on continued effective action being taken throughout  Dublin South West in respect of problems with graffiti and will he make a statement.

REPLY:
Garda Reply:

There are ongoing initiatives to deal with Graffiti in the Tallaght area.  Community Gardai are working closely with local schools where class discussions and competitions are taking place.

A database of ‘Tags’ has been compiled and shared with South Dublin County Council.  Community Gardai work closely with County Council to identify ‘Taggers’.  Youths caught casing graffiti or carrying spray cans are dealt with in conjunction with their schools and parents.  The J.L.O. system is used where appropriate. 

 Items such as spray cans, road marker paint, white shoe polish and paint markers are regularly seized.

Council Reply:

Significant efforts have been made by the Council’s Environmental Services Department to tackle graffiti throughout the County with specific responses incorporating the resources provided by the Graffiti Removal Crew, comprising an Assistant Foreman and five staff, and Litter Wardens while the Council's Environmental Awareness Team supplements this by providing information about graffiti prevention and awareness to both community groups and schools.  In addition, the Council has established a pilot partnership with the Probation Services to effect additional graffiti removals while specialist contractors are occasionally required at significant cost (average of €35 per sq.m.) to chemically treat and remove graffiti from certain surfaces.  The 2009 Annual Budget provision in Division E for graffiti removal is approximately €210,000.  

119 graffiti removals have been carried out in the Tallaght and Terenure/Rathfarnham electoral areas to date this year between the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew and the Probation Services pilot project.

The Council’s Housing Estate Management Section contributes annually to the budget of the Anti-Graffiti Team and will, in acute circumstances regarding offensive graffiti, fund the cost of its removal as a priority.  The Estate Management team works with R.A.P.I.D. Co-ordinators to identify locations within designated R.A.P.I.D. areas for removal of graffiti under the Graffiti Reduction Programme and this has proved very successful and also works closely with several Youth groups around the County, with, for example, junior groups in Fettercairn, Jobstown, Killinarden, Moorefield and Oldchurch estates participating in urban art projects aimed at reducing/eliminating graffiti.

The planting of hedging and climbing plants as a deterrent to graffiti, has been an important part of the Arboricultural Programme each year with the Parks Department planting areas of hedging and climbing plants particularly along visually prominent boundary walls fronting roads and open space areas e.g. in Aylesbury, Old Bawn, Cookstown Road, Belgard Road, Springfield Area, etc. It is intended to build on the success of recent years with a targeted planting programme to deal with locations of persistent graffiti activity around the county where planting opportunities are available.  The planting works will be undertaken later this year as part of the 2009/2010 Arboricultural Programme.

QUESTION: Councillor C. O'Connor, TD

To ask the Manager to congratulate the Gardaí and Council Staff on the success of the operations on Match Days at Tallaght Stadium and will he make a statement.

REPLY:
Gardai at Tallaght will continue to work closely with Shamrock Rovers, the FAI and visiting clubs as well as South Dublin County Council and transport providers to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for all.
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QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane

To ask the Gardai for a report in relation to anti -social behaviour in 'named estates' in the Rathfarnham  area 

REPLY:
All aspects of criminal offences are being investigated.  Attention is paid at night regarding the congregation of gangs.  The illegal parking of vehicles at school times is monitored and appropriate action taken when necessary.
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