COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th May 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	King, C.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E

	Corrigan, D.
	McDermott, T.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Murphy, M.


	Crowe, S.
	Neville, J.

	Daly, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Delaney, T.
	O’Connor, S.

	Dowds, R.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	Warren, K.

	Keating, D.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, T. Walsh, J. Walsh, E. Conroy, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, B. Coman

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Ni Dhomhnaill, M. Judge, H. Hogan, M. O’Shaughnessy, M. Fagan, L. Kelly

	Senior Planners
	N. O’Byrne, C. Ryan

	Administrative Officer
	J. Kilgarriff

	Environmental Awareness Officer
	Sorcha O’Brien

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor Marie Corr presided.
Before commencing the Meeting, the Mayor wished to acknowledge a number of significant occasions which were occurring on the day.  

Firstly was the occasion of Mr. Tom Doherty, Assistant County Manager’s last Council meeting in advance of his imminent retirement in June. The Mayor outlined a profile of Mr. Doherty’s 45 year career in Local Government, which included among many projects his high profile involvement in the construction of The Square, Tallaght Stadium and the re-organization of the Four Dublin Authorities which saw the formation of South Dublin County Council in 1994.  Mayor Corr also made a personal tribute to Mr. Doherty expressing her thanks for all his support and assistance during her time on the Council.

Tributes followed from Councillors Walsh, Maloney, Hannon, Ridge, Tuffy, 

McDermott, O’Connell, Daly, Ardagh, Murphy, King, Dowds, speaking on behalf of all the elected representatives.  
The County Manager also acknowledged Mr. Doherty’s contribution to South Dublin County Council during which time he held three Directorates heading up such projects as the transfer of housing stock from Dublin City Council, Asset Management, Partnerships and the Adamstown SDZ. Mr. Horan also advised the meeting that Mr. Doherty had “managed three managers” since the formation of South Dublin County Council. 

Mr. Doherty responded by paying tribute to the staff, Councillors and current County Manager of South Dublin County Council for their dedication and support during many difficult times for the Council.  He wished the current Councillors well in the forthcoming Elections and thanked the press and media for highlighting the challenges of the Council during recent years.

The Mayor also referred to the retirement of Councillors Maire Ardagh and Eamon Walsh and Tony McDermott, all of whom would not be contesting the Local Elections. Mayor Corr announced that there would be a function following the meeting to mark the members’ retirements.
Tributes followed from Councillor John Hannon, who was unable to attend the function, in which he thanked the councillors for their commitment over the years. Further expressions of appreciation and good wishes to the three outgoing Councillors followed from Councillors, Maloney, Ridge, King, Daly, Keane, Keating, O’Connell and Brophy.

Councillor McDermott responded by expressing his gratitude and appreciation of the commitment of his fellow Councillors during his short time with South Dublin and his fellow members on the SPC and the various committees he had been on.  He particularly expressed his appreciation to Councillors Walsh and Ardagh for their work and the respect and esteem in which they are held in the community. 

The Manager then wished all those members contesting the Local Elections well and commented on their collective achievements over the past 5 years. 

CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
H1(a)/0509 
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 6th April 2009, which        had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true 
record and  signed.   

H1(b)/0509   Minutes of Development Plan Meeting, 20th April 2009, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H1(c)/0509    Minutes of Adjourned Development Plan Meeting, 30th April 2009, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  Councillor Dorothy Corrigan raised a query in relation to Minute DP/039/09. Following an examination of the meeting records the draft Minutes were proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Walsh and AGREED.


    REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2(a)/0509   REPORT OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 7TH APRIL 2009 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, 
       DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(b)/0509    REPORT OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 7TH APRIL 2009 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



H2(c)/0509  REPORT OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 27TH APRIL 2009 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1841
	St Aengus Active Retirement Club
	Minor Equipment Grant
	26/03/2009
	€150

	GF1840
	St Aengus Active Retirement Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	26/03/2009
	€200

	GF1805
	Tallaght Photographic Society
	Minor Equipment Grant
	15/10/2008
	€500

	GF1833
	St Kevins Family Resource Centre
	Major Equipment Grant
	09/03/2009
	€3,000


 
	GF1828
	St. Muirins House Company Limited
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centres
	27/02/2009
	€30,000

	GF1846
	Sophia Housing Association Ltd
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	02/03/2009
	€500

	GF1849
	Jobstown 6-12 Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	27/02/2009
	€500

	GF1851
	Glenasmole Community Association
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	20/03/09
	€500


Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)
Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance 
with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Agf 672
	Tallaght Choral Society
	Commissioning new musical composition
	3/4/09
	€1000



Arts Contribution
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Downhill Band
	Studio recording production
	22/4/09
	€300



Report on Summer Projects 2009


Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and 
educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development 
of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.


South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2009 it is estimated that approximately 6,250 young people in the Council’s administrative area 
will participate in projects.


County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2009. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 


Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  


It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted 
from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to 
Catholic Youth Care.

Name of Project:                                    Duration of Project       Grant 
Amount


Kilnamanagh Summer Project                    3 Weeks                         €1,250


Tallaght Travellers Summer Project             4 Weeks                          €2,000


Fettercairn Summer Project                       4 Weeks                          €2,000


Killinarden Community Council Summer Project  
4 Weeks
         €2,000

                                                                          



 
Citywise                                                     4 Weeks                        €2,000


Ballycragh Summer Project                          3 Weeks                          €1,500


Brookview Summer Project                          3 Weeks                          €1,500


Little By Little                                            2 Weeks                           €850


St. Kevin’s Family Resource                         3 Weeks                         €1,250


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor M. Corr and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin 
County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 27th April 2009 – Community 
Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2(d)/0509
REPORT OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH APRIL 2009 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(e)/0509
REPORT OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 15TH APRIL 2009 DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, PLANNING, HOUSING, ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2(f)/0509
REPORT OF LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) -  28TH APRIL 2009  DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out 
hereunder, are 
recommended for approval:
	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1798
	Esker Wood Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	24/09/2008
	€500

	GF1848
	Clondalkin Travellers Development Group
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	10/03/2009
	€500

	GF1852
	Griffeen Youth Summer Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	24/03/2009
	€500



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a contribution under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been 
received 
from the organisation listed below. Payment of this contribution, in accordance 
with 
the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval.
	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF671
	Quarryvale Community and Leisure Centre
	Visual Arts and Jewellery marking workshop
	30/3/09
	€500



Report on Summer Projects 2009

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of 
recreational 
and educational activities for young people over a consecutive 
number of weeks in 
the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the 
development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities 
are 
encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. 
The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open 
spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area 
by way of 
grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2009 it is 
estimated that approximately 6,250 young people in the Council’s administrative 
area 
will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer 
Projects for the year 2009. These grants will be complementary to the above 
resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value 
from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be 
deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid 
directly to Catholic Youth Care.
	Name of Project
	Amount
	Duration of Project

	Bawnogue Summer Project
	€1,500
	3 weeks

	Lucan Youth Fun
	€850
	2 weeks

	Neilstown Summer Project  
	€1,000
	2 weeks

	Quarryvale Summer Project
	€1,000
	2 weeks

	Quarryvale Community & Leisure Centre 
	€1,000
	2 weeks

	Rowlagh Summer Project
	€1,000
	2 weeks

	Sruleen Summer Project                      
	€1,250
	3 weeks

	Clondalkin Village Summer Project
	€1,600
	5 weeks

	St. Ronan’s Summer Project               
	€1,500
	3 weeks

	Knockmitten Area Summer Project
	€1,600
	4 weeks

	Foxdene/ Balgaddy Summer Project  
	€1,000
	2 weeks



Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.


It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
contributions as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin 
County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (2) - 28th April 2009 – 
Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2(g)/0509
 REPORT OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 7TH MAY  2009 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, (1 REPORT -COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set 
out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	GF1847
	St. Pius X Summer Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	06/03/2009
	€500

	GF1850
	Kimmage Manor Summer Project
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	10/03/2009
	€500



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a contribution under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been 
received 
from the organisation listed below. Payment of this contribution, 
in accordance with 
the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended 
for 
approval.

 Arts Contribution
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	St. Paul’s Secondary School Greenhills
	Contribution
	30/3/09
	€400



 Report on Summer Projects 2009

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and 
educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the 
summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development 
of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged 
such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of 
available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also 
encouraged.


South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of 
grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2009 it is 
estimated that approximately 6,250 young people in the Council’s administrative area 
will participate in projects.


 County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer 
Projects for the year 2009. These grants will be complementary to the above, 
resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities and ensuring there is added 
value from this approach. 


Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

 
It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted 
from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to 
Catholic Youth Care.

 Name of Project:                       Duration of Project       Grant

St Jude’s Summer Project              4 Weeks                      €1,600

 
Holy Spirit 


Summer Project                           2 Weeks                        €850


Whitechurch/ Ballyboden


Summer Project                          4 Weeks                          €1,600
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It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and 
RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE 
payments of the Community Grants, Arts Contribution and Summer Project Grants, as 
recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin 
County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) - 7th May  
2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3/0509
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.






STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


H4(a)/0509
ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES 


STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) Report of Meeting, 27th April  

2009   (ii) Minutes of Meeting 23rd February 2009





(i)  Report of Meeting  held on 27th April 2009


“STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
 
Attendance:


Members:                                                                           Officials
 
Cllr. J. Hannon                                                               P. Smith, Director

 
Cllr. G. O’Connell                                              W.Sheils, Senior Executive Officer

 
Cllr. S. O’Conchuir                                                        G. Byrne, County Librarian


 Cllr. J. Neville                                                      K. Philips, E/Director, Arts Centre

 
Cllr. C. Jones

 
Cllr. M. Ardagh                                                               

 
Cllr. T. Delaney                                                               Apologies


 Cllr. C. Keane                                                                 Cllr. J. Lahart


 B.Bollard                                                                        Cllr. T. McDermott


 J. Fay                                                                             A. Fitzpatrick


 E. Smart

 
An Cathaoirleach, J. Hannon presided. Cllr.  C .Keane took over the chair when Cllr. 
Hannon had to leave the meeting at 6.00p.m.

    
 Minutes of meeting of 23rd February 2009 – proposed by Cllr. Ardagh and 
seconded by Cllr. Keane and AGREED.

       
Farmers’ Market Update

W. Sheils presented a report to the members on the Farmers’ Market. The market 
has been operating successfully since it’s re-establishment on 17th April, and will take 
place every Friday from 11.00a.m. until 4.00p.m.


There have been approximately twenty stalls selling a range of fresh produce, and it 
is expected that this number will increase as the weeks go by. There is a fishmonger, 
as requested by the members, and there is also a jazz musician to lend a bit of 
atmosphere to the market. 


There have been one or two minor glitches, but nothing of any substance, and the 
venture seems to be a popular one so far.


There are plans to involve musicians and artists to broaden the range and appeal of 
the market and the overall format will be reviewed periodically to try and ensure a 
good balance. 


Cllrs. Delaney, Keane, Hannon and O’Connell and Ms. B. Bollard all contributed to a 
debate, and welcomed the re-establishment of the market. The possibility of fruit and 
vegetables from allotments going on sale in the market was raised and the members 
requested that this option be investigated.

 
W. Sheils responded and the report was NOTED.

 
Libraries update
 
Georgina Byrne, the new County Librarian presented an update on the County 
Library, which included a statistical review and other initiatives recently introduced 
into the Libraries system.

 
Following a general discussion, to which Cllrs. Hannon, Keane , O’Connell, Ardagh, 
Delaney, Neville and O’Conchuir contributed, the work of the libraries was praised 
and Ms. Byrne was congratulated on her appointment as Count Librarian and 
commended for all the new initiatives currently underway.

 
The report was NOTED.

 
RED County Arts Centre – Update
 
The update took the form of a Power-point presentation and was delivered by Ms. 
Karen Philips, Executive Director of the Arts Centre.

 
Cllrs. Ardagh, and Mr. J. Fay contributed to a debate on the presentation. Ms. Philips 
and Mr. Sheils answered questions and the report was NOTED. 


Any other business
 
W. Sheils reported to the meeting on the idea of re-activating the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in Tallaght. It is proposed to initiate contacts in an effort to mark the day with 
an appropriate form of celebration.  


A lively debate followed to which Cllrs. Ardagh,  Keane, O’Conchuir, and Jones 
contributed along with Mr. J. Fay and MS. B. Bollard.  W. Sheils responded and the 
report was NOTED. “ 

The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 23rd February 2009

“Attendance:
	Members
	Officials
	Apologies

	Cllr. J. Hannon                                                  
	     P. Smith, Director
	Cllr  C Keane

	Cllr. G. O’Connell                                            
	   W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer
	Cllr  J Lahart

	Cllr. S. O’Conchuir                                           
	  I.Stobbart, County Librarian
	Cllr  T. Delany

	Cllr. T. McDermott                                            
	   R. McAree, Public Art Co-ordinator
	E. Smart

	Cllr C Jones
	 
	A Fitzpatrick

	Cllr. J. Neville                                                   
	                                                  
	 

	Cllr M  Ardagh
	 
	 

	B Bollard
	 
	 

	J Fay 
	 
	 



An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided

1. Minutes of meeting of 23rd November 2008 – Proposed by Cllr. O’Connell and 
seconded by Cllr. Jones and agreed.


2.          Libraries Update:


Ian Stobbart, County Librarian presented an update on the County Library  which 
included a Statistical Review of 2008 and other initiatives including Family Learning 
Initiatives, Cultural Linkage projects, and also outlined some Innovation and Change 
initiatives including the introduction of Online Registration, the Digitisation of Local 
Studies Material and a Digital Book Service.


The Statistical Review included the following:


Visitors (actual and virtual) increased from 981,720 in 2007 to 1,169.956 in 2008, an 
increase of 19%;


Issues increased from 950,244 in 2007 to 1,073,424 in 2008, an increase of 13%;


Internet Sessions increased from 66,256 in 2007 to 150,553 in 2008, an increase of 
126%.


Following a general debate to which Cllrs. Hannon, O’Connell, Jones, Neville, Ardagh 
and O’Conchuir contributed, the work of the libraries was praised and Mr. Stobbart 
was congratulated on Libraries winning both the Local Government e-Government 
Award as well as the Overall e-Government award earlier this month.


The report was noted

 
3.           RED County Arts centre update

W. Sheils presented a report and update on RED the County Arts Centre.

 
Following a debate to which Cllr. Jones, Cllr. O’Connell, Cllr. Hannon, B. Bollard and J. 
Fay contributed dealing with issues such as tours of the building, opening hours, the 
name, access for older people and other matters, W. Sheils responded, and the 
report was noted.

 
Audit of arts facilities
 
P. Smith reported and the report on the Arts facilities audit was noted following 
discussion.

 
4.             2009 – Year of Creativity and Innovation
 
Ms. R. McAree,  the Public Arts Programme Co-ordinator made a presentation to the 
members on the theme of Creativity and Innovation insofar as it relates to the In 
Context 3 Percentage for Arts programme, and the Arts Programme in general.


The members congratulated Ms. McAree on her presentation and the report was 
noted.

5.            Active Citizenship
 
W. Sheils delivered a presentation to the members on the theme of Active 
Citizenship, outlining the background to the Taskforce report, and how the Council 
proposes to address the issues raised in the report. 


Following a debate to which Cllr. M. Ardagh, Cllr. G. O’ Connell, Cllr. J. Hannon, B. 
Bollard and J. Fay contributed, mentioning the need to develop a civic awareness 
programme to ensure professional support for volunteers, and the idea of launching 
an Active Citizen Programme, the report was noted.

 
6. 
   Farmers’ Market –Update 


W. Sheils presented a report to the members on the Farmers’ Market. The report 
outlined the background to the Market established in High Street Tallaght in spring 
2007, and which ceased trading around Christmas the same year. 


Some factors which mitigated against the success of the market were mentioned, and 
in the meanwhile a new site for the market has been identified at Chamber Square, 
between the Civic Theatre and the County Library. Discussions are ongoing in this 
matter with a view to re-establishing the market in the near future. It is anticipated 
that the new location may overcome the difficulties which brought the market to a 
halt previously. 


Cllr. J. Hannon, Cllr. Cllr. C. Jones, Cllr. S. O’Conchuir, and Mr. J. Fay all contributed 
to the debate, welcoming the proposed re-establishment of the market, while W. 
Sheils responded, and the report was noted. 

5. A.O.B.

 
There was no other business.” 

 
The minutes were NOTED.







H4(b)/0509
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) 
Report of Meeting Held 28TH April 2009 (ii) Minutes of Meeting held 18th  February 2009

(i) 
Report of Meeting held 28th April 2009

	Cllr Eamon Tuffy Cllr Sean Crowe Cllr Mick Murphy Cllr Eamon Walsh Cllr Joe Neville Cllr Robert Dowds Cllr Shane O’Connor Cllr Trevor Gilligan   Deirdre Mooney Justin Byrne
	Frank Nevin, Director of Planning Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer Colin Ryan, Senior Planner Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer  


 
Apologies: John Kearns; Cllr. Dorothy Corrigan, Noel O'Connor

	1. 
	Minutes The Minutes of the Economic Development and Planning SPC of 18th February 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Dowds, and agreed.  

	2. 
	Economic Development Strategy Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, reminded the members of the presentation made to the February SPC meeting by Mr. Peter Byrne, Chief Executive Officer, of South Dublin Chamber, and invited comments or observations.  

	3. 
	Review of Development Plan Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, presented an update report to the Committee, and advised that further reports would be made as the Review progressed.  

	4. 
	Discussion on Enforcement Policy Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer, made a report and presentation to the Committee. Following a discussion to which Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Walsh, Justin Byrne, contributed, Frank Nevin, Director of Planning, stated that a revised Enforcement Policy could be considered in the context of the Review of the Development Plan, and that a report on the matter would be brought to a future SPC meeting.  

	5. 
	Manager's Report on Innovation & Job Creation Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, made a presentation to the Committee. Councillors Tuffy, O’Connor, Walsh, and Mr. Byrne contributed to a discussion and Emer O’Gorman responded to questions.  

	6. 
	A.O.B. Cathaoirleach Eamon Tuffy noted that this was the last meeting of the current SPC, and thanked the members, Manager, and staff for their work over the last 5 years. As Cllr. Walsh advised the meeting that he was not standing for reelection, Cllr. Tuffy acknowledged, and thanked him for, his contribution to the SPC over the years.


Bottom of Form

The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 18th February 2009


“Present:


Councillors                                Sectoral Representatives

                          






Dorothy Corrigan


Justin Byrne


Robert Dowds



John Kearns 


Joe Neville


Shane O’Connor    




Eamon Tuffy                       

                         


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor E. 
Walsh.


Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials Present:


Frank Nevin, Director of Planning


Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer


Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer


Colin Ryan, Senior Planner


Peter Byrne, Chief Executive Officer, South Dublin Chamber


Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines 


ITEM 1:  Minutes


(A) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development & Planning SPC of 19th 
November 2008, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy.


Councillor D. Corrigan requested that the Minutes be amended under Item 5 
“Introduction of a HGV Ban” to read “Councillor Corrigan opposed Item B of this 
proposal”.  Councillor Corrigan seconded the Minutes and the Minutes were 
amended and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


Matters Arising


None


ITEM 2:  An Integrated Economic Strategy for South Dublin County


Councillor Eamon Tuffy introduced Mr. Peter Byrne, Chief Executive Officer, of 
South Dublin Chamber, to the SPC Members.


Mr. Byrne gave a presentation on An Integrated Economic Strategy for South 
Dublin County


Presentation

Contributions were made by Councillors E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, R. Dowds and D. 
Corrigan and Mr. J. Byrne to which Mr. Byrne responded.  Councillor Tuffy 


and Mr. Frank Nevin, Director of Planning, thanked Mr. Byrne for the report.  
Councillor Tuffy requested that selected aspects of the Report be brought to 
a 
future 
meeting of the SPC.


The Report was NOTED. 



ITEM 3:  Employment Support Forum


Councillor E. Tuffy outlined his proposal regarding the above and informed the SPC 
that he had made a presentation to the Economic Development 
Working Group of 
the CDB.  The proposal was welcomed by the SPC Members and 
contributions were 
received from Councillor S. O’Connor and Mr. J. Kearns.


ITEM 4:  Discussion on Enforcement Policy


It was agreed that the Discussion on Enforcement Policy would be deferred to the 
next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting.  Mr. F Nevin, Director of 
Planning, confirmed that he would arrange to meet Mr. Byrne to 
brief him and 
discuss the issue in advance of the next SPC, if he so wished.  Mr. Byrne indicated 
that he would prefer to deal with the matter at the next 
SPC meeting.



ITEM 5:  Discussion on Review of Development Plan


Ms. Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines, presented a report on 
reviewing 
the Regional Planning Guidelines 2004 – 2016 and stated that the closing date for 
submissions is 30th March 2009.


Contributions were made by Mr. J. Byrne and Mr. J. Kearns.  Councillor  D. 
Corrigan requested a copy of the slides of the Regional Planning Guidelines.


Mr. Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, made a presentation to the Members.


Presentation

Contributions were made by Councillors E. Tuffy and D. Corrigan, Mr. J. 
Kearns and 
Mr. J. Byrne to which Mr. Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, responded.  Mr. Frank 
Nevin, Director of Planning, stated he would welcome suggestions from the SPC 
Members on the Review of the Development Plan.


The Report was NOTED.


The Meeting concluded at 7.10 pm



Signed:_____________________


Date:
_______________________”
The minutes were NOTED.
H4(c)/0509
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY AND PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) Report of Meeting 29th April 2009, (ii) Minutes of Meeting 11th February 2009 

(i) Report of Meeting held 29th April 2009

“Attendance: 

Members                                         Officials 

Cllr. C. Brophy                               P. Smith, Director of Services

Cllr. J. Daly                                     W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr. D. Keating                               T. McDermott, Sports Partnership

Cllr. C. King

Cllr. J. Neville                                   Apologies

Cllr. P. Cosgrave                             Cllr. D. Corrigan

Mr. J. Coughlan                               Cllr. T. Delaney

Mr. C. Johnston                               Cllr. R. Dowds

Mr. S. Reid                                        Cllr. C. Jones
                                                            
        Mr. A. Shields 

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.
 
1) Minutes of previous meeting held on 11th February 2009 were noted and 
approved.
 
2) Matters arising.
 
3) Community Facilities update.

The report on Community Facilities was presented by Pat Smith and was 
NOTED.
 
4) County Sports and Recreation Strategy Update

The report was presented by Thomas McDermott. Mr. S. Reid contributed to a 
debate,


 The report was NOTED.
 
5) Sports Partnership Update

The report was presented by Thomas McDermott. The members 
commended Mr. 
Mc Dermott on the efforts of the Sports Partnership section and Cllrs. Cosgrave and 
King  contributed to the debate along with Mr. S. Reid. 

The report was 
NOTED.
 
6)Tallaght Stadium update

The report on Tallaght Stadium was presented by Willie Sheils.  The report 
outlined progress on the second stand which will take approximately 16- 
20 weeks 
construction, weather permitting. 
 
The first international match took place in the stadium recently when Ireland 
played Poland in an Under 17 international. 
 
Cllrs. Cosgrave and Brophy contributed to a discussion about the present and 
future uses of the Stadium, along with messrs. Coughlan, Johnston and Reid.
 
The report was NOTED.” 
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held 11th February 2009


“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr C. King, Chair  
	   Pat Smith , Director of Services

	Cllr C. Jones 
	Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr C. Brophy
	Hugh Pierce , Administrative Officer

	Cllr J. Neville 
	Alison Silke , Sports and Recreation Officer

	Cllr D. Keating
	Thomas McDermott Sports Partnership

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 

	James Coughlan
	 



An Cathaoirleach Councillor Cathal King Presided

1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 5th November 2008 were noted and 
approved.


2. Matters arising.


3.  H-1 (2)  Community Facilities Report.

P. Smith presented above report and advised of progress and current position with 
regard to the various projects.


He advised that the current economic climate ( including availability of 
development levies ) would affect the speed at which progress will be made in 
advancing the various projects.


Following discussion to which Cllrs. King,  Keating, Jones and C. Johnston  and W. 
Sheils contributed the position regarding Community Facilities was noted.


The issue regarding maximizing use of all available facilities over each day was noted 
as was the need to ensure adequate and appropriate signage to ensure that all 
citizens are aware of the location of the facilities.


It was pointed out that the Council will be working with all interested parties ( 
Road Authorities, Tourism organizations 
etc ) to ensure adequate signage is put in 
place.


The use of both Council and Centre / Facility websites  was cited as another 
appropriate mechanism by which to advertise the centres and their activities.


4.  H-1(3) Sports Audit Update .

Position regarding Community facilities and Sports facilities Audit was noted 
following an update from P. Smith and A. Silke.

Following a discussion to which Cllrs King, Keating ,Jones and C. Johnston and W. 
Sheils contributed A. Silke , Sports Officer outlined the reasons why the Audit took 
place, detailed the methodology used to compile the information ,explained the 
ongoing nature of the process and advised that the completed audit will be used as 
a basis for further analysis of the facilities with regard to peak usage times, 
categories of persons availing of the facilities etc.


In response to general queries concerning licence / lease issues W. Sheils 
advised that a comprehensive review of this issue is currently underway in the 
Council.


It was noted that the Audit  will also be circulated to all members of Council and will 
most likely be used by Central Government to inform itself regarding future Sports 
Capital 
programmes.


5.     H-1(4)  2009 Year of Creativity and Innovation.

W. Sheils introduced this item and spoke with regard to the need for the Council 
to 
maximize all its resources both 
financial, infrastructural and human in order to 
ensure that we can attempt to target and service particular cohorts that for 
whatever reason are currently not accessing sport and recreational opportunities.


Following discussion to which all members contributed it was noted that one 
welcome aspect of the current economic downturn is the increasing number of 
persons coming forward to volunteer in all aspects of community life including 
sport and recreation.


W Sheils spoke of the need to harness this energy and commitment and to this end 
will arrange to meet with all local centre managers , staff and community 
partners to see how this renewed focus can assist in advancing  our goals of 
increased participation by all (especially girls and older people) in sport and 
recreational pursuits. 

6. H-1(6)  Sports Partnership Update. 

T. McDermott gave a presentation on the policies, operations, strategy and vision 
of the Local Sports Partnership and brought the members through the new 
Sports Partnership website which was officially launched on 28/1/09.


Following the presentation T Mc Dermott and W Sheils responded to questions from 
the Committee and again referred to the need to target our limited resources at 
those members of the community not currently participating.


7       A O B

A Silke, Sports Officer invited the committee members to the launch of the latest 
Sli 
na Slainte walking route in Tymon Park 
on 12/2/09.


Meeting concluded at 7pm.”
Bottom of Form

The minutes were NOTED.
H4(d)/0509
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT OF SPECIAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD 30TH MARCH2009

“Attendance:


Councillor Tony McDermott (Chairperson)





Councillor John Lahart


Councillor Mick Murphy


Councillor Guss O’Connell


Councillor Eamonn Walsh


Ms. Connie Kiernan


Mr. Jim Lawler


Ms Philomena Poole


Mr. John Quinlivan


Mr. Leo Magee


Ms. Sorcha O’Brien


The meeting had a single item agenda – Consideration 
of the Draft Climate Change 
Strategy for the Council.


A presentation was made on the Strategy by Mr. John Quinlivan and on the 
submissions received and included any comments made at the Area Committees.


A discussion took place to which Councillor McDermott 
Councillor Lahart, Councillor 
Murphy, Councillor O’Connell, Councillor Walsh, Ms Kiernan and Mr. Jim 
Lawler 
contributed.  The SPC agreed as follows:-  The 
Environment SPC recommends 
that the Strategy with the following changes be submitted to the May County 
Council 
meeting with their recommendation to the council that the Strategy be 
adopted.   

· The Irish situation - references to the Irish environment to be updated 

· Adaptation - a section outlining the Council's commitment to requirement to 
adapt and to identify adaptation measures as soon as the context of a 
National Adaptation Strategy is 
available. 

· Agriculture - a section stating the Council's support for climate change 
measures being taken within the agricultural sector in South Dublin 
County 

· Flora and Fauna - more prominence to be given to the significance of 
flora and fauna both in terms of impact but also research into climate change 

· Emissions trading - a statement defining and identifying emissions trading 
as a mechanism for climate change control and identifying the major 
industries where this mechanism is relevant in the county. 

· Awareness - the Council's commitment to raising awareness of Climate 
Change generally and the Strategy particularly through the Council's 
Environmental Awareness Programmes.”
The report was NOTED.
H5/0509
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS


It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and 
RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 – Q6 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0509
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds


To ask the Manager for an update on when brown bin collections are 
going to be initiated in South County Dublin?

REPLY:

The Council has committed to the provision of a brown bin service throughout the 
County as soon as possible but significant resources in the Environmental Services 
Department are currently focussed on the imminent introduction of the advance 
credit system for waste charges.  This advancement and a review of the service will 
place the Council in a stronger position for the effective introduction of a three bin 
system

Q2/0509
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds


To ask the Manager for an update on when the new system of paying (the 
microchip) for grey bin collections is going to start?

REPLY:

Preparations for the new automated advance credit system for waste charges are 
significantly advanced.  


The integrated Waste system and interim customer website have been prepared.  
Customer cards are in production and the mailshot to customers is being finalised.


Agreement on routes and the use of the system have to be finalised with bin men 
and then the system will be introduced on a phased basis on routes throughout the 
County.  It is not possible to give a definitive date however it is likely to start 
rolling across the county at the end of June.
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Q3/0509
QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott

To ask the Manager for a report on the rollout of the Brown Bin service across 
the county including the timescale to complete the provision of the service in 
each area?

REPLY:

The Council has committed to the provision of a brown bin service throughout the 
County as soon as possible but significant resources in the Environmental Services 
Department are currently focussed on the imminent introduction of the advance 
credit system for waste charges.   This new system and a review of the service will 
place the Council in a very strong position for the effective introduction of the three 
bin service.
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Q4/0509
QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott

To ask the Manager what plans are in train to increase the number of 
allotment plots available in the county and would he make a statement on the 
matter?

REPLY:

There are 245 allotments allocated throughout the County.                                                                            

	Facility Location
	Total No. of Plots
	Size
	Cost

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	27
	100 Sq Mtrs
	€40.00 €25.00 OAP

	Mill Lane, Palmerstown
	73
	120 Sq Mtrs 
	€48.00 €30.00 OAP

	Friarstown , Bohernabreena
	20
	100 Sq Mtrs
	€40.00 €25.00 OAP

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	100
	120 Sq Mtrs
	€48.00 €30.00 OAP

	Friarstown, Bohernabreena
	12
	250 Sq Mtrs
	€100.00 €62.50 OAP

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	13
	100 Sq Mtrs 
	€40.00 €25.00 OAP


 
There is a waiting list of approximately 300 at present for allotments.


 The Council is examining the potential to extend the current Allotment Scheme 
throughout the County., however, this can only be done in the context of available 
resources and budgetary implications. 


Not withstanding the above, the Parks & Landscape Services Department is 
examining areas within parks and Council owned lands where new allotments might 
be appropriate throughout the County.


In conjunction with this examination a full review of all aspects of the Council's 
Allotment Scheme including development costs, maintenance and management costs 
and the letting fee structure is also being undertaken with a view to facilitating the 
rollout of additional sites.   

Bottom of Form

Q5/0509
QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott

To ask the Manager to detail the SDCC policy regarding community 
gardening and would he make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The concept of Community Gardening is relatively well established in other countries 
but is relatively unknown in this country.


Community Gardens have generally developed in other countries in urban areas in 
response to the lack of private garden space.


Essentially they are the result of interested people in a community coming together 
to practice horticulture - growing fruit, vegetables and flowers.


They are somewhat different to allotments in so far as they represent a group 
combining their efforts to produce a garden which is worked by all members. In other 
countries, they have been developed on small pockets of fallow urban land by local 
communities, often in association with local schools.


The Council does not have a policy per se on the issue of community gardening but 
has assisted local residents with the development of the Greenhills Community 
Garden on a small piece of land, located to the rear of St. James’ / St. Peter’s Road, 
which is owned by a community trust.


The Council has also provided a form of community garden in Sean Walsh Park in 
Tallaght. The garden was developed with Menni Services who run a horticultural 
training module. Parts of the garden were planted up by and are maintained by 
patients of Menni Services in association with staff of the Parks Department. The 
garden is also a place where families and friends of patients can visit and appreciate 
the garden.


The Parks Department also provided another community garden at St. Joseph’s 
School in Balrothery in 2008. The “Garden for All Seasons” was an award winning 
entry in Bloom 2008 and was again developed with the children and staff of St. 
Joseph’s.  The garden was designed and constructed by staff of the Parks 
Department on the basis of sustainability, with a particular emphasis on use of 
recycled materials wherever possible, and universal access.  The garden was 
relocated to the school grounds after Bloom 2008 where it is now used for growing a 
range of herbs, edible plants and flowers by children and staff of the school.


 It is the Council’s intention to continue to assist, subject to resources, similar 
projects put forward by local groups and communities.
Q6/0609
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Murphy


To ask the Manager how much was received in income from the 
development levy that is paid with planning permission during each of the 
last 
five years?

REPLY:

The level of development contributions collected in the last five years, 2004-2008 
inclusive are;

	    Year
	Amount

	  2004
	€20,759,303.00

	  2005
	€31,581,698.00

	  2006
	€41,694,052.00

	  2007
	€39,006,712.00

	  2008
	€24,175,572.00
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H6/0509
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 


Hunters Road and Old Court Road (part of)

“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 
Monday, 27th April, 2009.


“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to 
consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,


Hunters Road and Old Court Road (part of), Tallaght

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.


No objections were received. 


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads. 


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.”


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 
roads in Hunters Road and Old Court Road (part of), Tallaght, as set out in the above 
report to be public roads.”


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to 
be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Hunters Road and Oldcourt Road (Part of)    

ELECTORAL AREA: Tallaght  

	TOWNLAND:
	Oldcourt
	B.C. NO:
	1339A

	ELECTORAL DIVISION
	Tallaght South
	DATE:
	October 2008


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH (m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Hunters Road  
	391m
	Comprised of carriageway, footpaths and grass verges both sides, from its junction with roundabout on Ballycullen Road at Stocking Avenue, southwestward for 124m, to roundabout at Hunters Crescent, comprising of 65m, and then continuing southwestward for 202m to its junction with Oldcourt Road. 

	Oldcourt Road (Part of) 
	645m
	Comprised of carriageway, footpaths, grass verges, and cycle track both sides, from its junction with Hunters Road, southwestward for 224m, westward for 93m, then northwestward for 328m to it’s joining with the existing road surface adjacent to entrance to sports field.

	Oldcourt Road Footpath ‘A’ 
	48m
	Comprised of footpath only, from a point in line, where the existing road surface and the new road surface join adjacent to entrance to sports field, northwestward along the northern side of Oldcourt Road for 48m to its junction with the existing footpath at a point in line with the eastern boundary of cottage.
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It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and  
RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared 
to be public roads.”



PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H7(a)/0509
Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes 
of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 
County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides 
for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful
in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

 
(a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

 
(c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.


 The Property Path has sold 1381 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 


To date 345 applications have been received In respect of the 121 properties made 
available by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. 118 of these 
properties have now been closed. 


A new initative was launched in August 2008 consisting of Affordable properties in 
Newcastle.Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper promotional 
campaign took place on these homes. Affordable applicants have placed deposits on 
139 homes under the scheme, and 99 sales are due to be completed. This scheme is 
now closed with the original figured reduced to 93 due to cancellations.


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  4 properties 
at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and 1 property in 
Chaplins Court, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to the eligible applicants (as per the 
attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by 
the Council in April 2003. 


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the 
eligible applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager”.
It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose of 4 properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and 1 property in Chaplins Court, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003”.

H7(b)/0509
 Proposed Sale of Fee Simple Interest at 28 Balrothery Estate, 
  
           

 Tallaght
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed 
hereunder to Kenneth Garry whom the site has been leased under the terms of the 
Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Kenneth Garry has applied in accordance with the 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire 
the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per 
annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	28 Balrothery Estate Tallaght, Dublin, 24.  
	Kenneth  Garry  
	05/06/1974
	Siobhan O’Dea


	€415.00



J. Horan


_____________________


County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and AGREED:


That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the 
provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 disposes of the 
fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder. The following has applied in 
accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) 
(No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property:

            ADDRESS                       
LESSEE(S)                      PURCHASE PRICE

28 Balrothery Estate,

Kenneth Garry

     €415

Tallaght, Dublin 24


H7(c)/0509
Proposed disposal of plot of land adjacent to dwelling at 142 St.  


Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 – Variation of terms
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
 

“The Council at its meeting held on 10th September, 2008 noted the proposal to dispose of a plot of land adjacent  to 142 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght, by way of freehold title for incorporation into the property to facilitate the construction of one new dwelling in the side garden of No 142 (Planning Reg. Ref. SD07A/1045 refers). The plot of land in question forms part of a larger strip which has been the subject of a number of complaints of alleged anti-social behaviour over the years and also contains some public utilities. The remainder of the strip is being disposed of to the owners of 143 St. Maelruan’s Park, which adjoins the site on the 
other side. Minute No.C/0355/08 refers. 


The valuation in this case was initially prepared by the Valuer in January 2008 but 
time elapsed before bringing the matter to the Council in September 2008 due to the 
need to agree the division of the strip between the two householders and to obtain 
the agreement of public utility companies to the diversion and protection of access to 
their services in the plot.  The applicant has recently indicated that due to the current 
economic climate and difficulties in raising funding to facilitate the acquisition of the 
site and construction of a dwelling, she wished to re-negotiate the terms of the 
disposal and engaged a Valuer in this regard. The Council’s Valuer entered into 
further negotiations with the parties and has recommended that the Council dispose 
of the above land subject to the following revised terms and conditions which he now 
considers to be fair and reasonable. 


Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the freehold title of an 
area measuring 80 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 142 St. Maelruan’s 
Park, Tallaght as shown outlined in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. 
LA/05/08 to Ms Caroline Smyth  in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 and that the disposal now be subject to the following terms 
and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the applicant shall pay the Council the sum of €30,000 (thirty thousand 
euro) for the freehold interest in the subject land and that the applicant will 
be responsible for the removal of any services on the subject land and a 
deduction in the sum of €3,100 (three thousand one hundred euro) shall be 
made from the above sum as a contribution by the Council towards the cost 
of diverting services from the site, to enable its disposal. 

2. That the applicant holds the freehold interest in the portion of land contained 
within the confines of the existing garden at 142 St. Maelruan’s Park 
which      is  required by the applicant, in conjunction with the Council’s 
lands, to assemble a house site.  If the applicant does not hold freehold 
interest in the area it is to be transferred to the applicant prior to disposal of 
the subject plot. 

3. That works regarding the removal of any services shall be agreed between 
the applicant and the relevant public utility bodies or any other relevant party 
and the Council and that the applicant will indemnify the Council in respect of 
any claims arising out of these works. 

4.  That the Council shall retain a wayleave and right of way over area hatched 
on Indicative Drawing No. LA/05/08 to services that exist in the above land 
and that the Council shall have the right to access the subject plot for the 
purpose of maintaining these services. 

5.  That the applicant shall construct a boundary feature to the satisfaction of 
the Council. 

6.  That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees in this transaction. 

7.  That the applicant shall pay Valuers fees of €1,000.00(one thousand euro) 
in this transaction. 

8.  That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents 
being obtained and a final accurate map being prepared by the Council. 

9.  That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary Legal Agreement and may 
include further terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate in 
agreements of this nature.

    
 The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Patrick Murphy in 1996 
for housing and open space purposes.


 J. Horan 

County Manager”
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It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney:


“That the Council dispose of the freehold title of an area measuring 80 square 
metres or thereabouts adjacent to 142 St. Maelruan’s Park, Tallaght as shown 
outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/05/08 to Ms Caroline Smyth  in 
accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and 
subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
and that the disposal now be subject to the terms and conditions as 
recommended by the Council’s Valuer”.

H8/0509
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

REPORT:

“Following on from a publicly advertised consultation process, the draft strategy 
document was placed on display with submissions being accepted until Wednesday 
the 25th March 2009. As part of the consultation process, an open day for all 
interested bodies and individuals who wished to make oral representations on the 
draft strategy was held in the County Hall on Monday 9th March 2009, 10am-1pm and 
3pm-5pm. The draft strategy was also brought to all three Area Committees. In 
addition to the inclusion of comments noted at the Area Committee meetings, a total 
of 3 submissions were received. At a Special Environment Strategic Policy Committee 
a report on the submissions received was presented and discussed and possible 
variations/amendments to the draft strategy were discussed.


The Environment SPC Members agreed that the following changes/additions should 
be made to the draft document -

1. The Irish situation - references to the Irish environment to be updated 

2. Adaptation - a section outlining the Council's commitment to requirement to 
adapt and to identify adaptation measures as soon as the context of a 
National Adaptation Strategy is available. 

3. Agriculture - a section stating the Council's support for climate change 
measures being taken within the agricultural sector in South Dublin County 

4. Flora and Fauna - more prominence to be given to the significance of flora 
and fauna both in terms of impact but also research into climate change 

5. Emissions trading - a statement defining and identifying emissions trading as 
a mechanism for climate change control and identifying the major industries 
where this mechanism is relevant in the county. 

6. Awareness - the Council's commitment to raising awareness of Climate 
Change generally and the Strategy particularly through the Council's 
Environmental Awareness Programmes.


The above additions are now included in the final draft document. The Environment 
SPC agreed that the Strategy, with the changes listed above, should be submitted to 
the May County Council meeting with their recommendation to the council that the 
Strategy be adopted. 


Draft Climate Change Strategy

Draft Climate Change Strategy - Report on Submissions

Original Draft Climate Change - Strategy”
Bottom of Form

With the consent of the Mayor Councillor Tuffy proposed that his motion (Motion No 2) be taken at this point.  This was seconded by Councillor Keating. 

M2/0509
Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council notes the Council's draft Climate Change Policy document, 
in particular the lack of emphasis given to adaptation issues, requests the 
Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government seeking information on progress by his Department in producing 
a National Policy on Adaptation for Climate Change, as promised in the 
Government's White Paper on Climate Change, and recommends that in the 
period available for the completion of the Council's policy the draft document 
be amended to include sections on adaptation, in accordance with best practice 
policies and actions implemented in other countries by local and regional 
governments. 
Councillor McDermott thanked those responsible for developing the draft Climate Change Strategy and Councillor Tuffy confirmed that he accepted the amendments on the original report on his motion. 
REPORT:
The National Climate Change Strategy 2007 – 2012 states that ‘as part of a comprehensive policy position on climate change, the Government is committed to developing a national adaptation strategy over the next two years. This strategy will provide a framework for the integration of adaptation issues into decision-making at national and local level.’  In accordance with the identified time frame such an adaptation strategy is due during the course of 2009.  If this motion is passed by the Council correspondence will be issued to the Minister as suggested.

South Dublin County Council is currently awaiting the publication of the national policy on adaptation measures to ensure that any potential future adaptation measures taken by the Council will be consistent with national policy.   The Council's Draft Climate Change Strategy sets out measures with an emphasis on mitigation and prevention measures and states that upon publication of the national policy on adaptation a new section will be inserted which will be consistent with that national policy.   The details of this motion will be included among the submissions made to the Council through the consultation process on it’s Draft Climate Change Strategy.

The report on Motion 2 was NOTED.
It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor McDermott and AGREED:

“That the South Dublin County Council Climate Change Strategy be ADOPTED.”

H9/0509
ROAD TRAFFIC (SPEED LIMIT) BYE-LAWS 2009
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“(i)   Road Traffic (Speed Limit) Bye-Laws 2009
(ii)  Speed Limit Review

	Speed Limit Review 2009
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lucan/Clondalkin 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Number
	Rd  Number
	Road Name
	Reference
	Description
	Current
	Proposed
	Remarks

	1
	R___
	Adamstown Road
	Outer Ring
	 
	 
	60
	new distributor road

	2
	R___
	Fonthill Link Road
	Outer Ring
	 
	 
	60
	new distributor road

	3
	(R136)
	Grange Castle Rd.
	Outer Ring
	short section
	80
	60
	Adams. To Griffeen

	4
	R113
	Fonthill Road
	school
	c. 220m length
	60
	30
	periodic speed limit

	5
	M50
	M50
	Fingal Co.Bdy. To N7
	 
	120
	100
	new layout design speed 

	Tallaght
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Number
	Rd  Number
	Road Name
	Reference
	Description
	current
	Proposed
	Remarks

	6
	(R136)
	Outer Ring Road
	phase 3
	 
	 
	60
	distributor, appropriate speed

	7
	N81
	Blessington Road
	Millbridge Cross
	 
	100
	60
	appropiate speed

	8
	R114
	Firhouse Road
	Ballycullen
	 
	60
	50
	t.c.ramps / consistancy

	9
	L4003
	Ballycullen Road
	R113 to R114
	bus corridor
	60
	50
	lane widths reduced

	10
	M50
	M50
	N7 to Scholarstown
	 
	120
	100
	new layout design speed 

	Terenure/Rathfarnham
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Number
	Rd  Number
	Road Name
	Reference
	Description
	Current
	Proposed
	Remarks

	11
	R113
	Ballyboden Way
	Green Route
	 
	60
	50
	route consistency

	12
	L4020
	Whitechurch Road
	school
	320 m section
	50
	30
	periodic speed limit

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rural(non-national only)roads to be 60km/h with the exception of sections
	S.D.C.C. policy

	governed by separate special limits
	 
	 
	 
	 


(iii)   The following report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting held on 7th April, 2009, the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on 15th April, 2009 and the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 27th April, 2009.

The three Area Committees recommended the making of the Speed Limit Bye-Law to the 
County Council.

“REPORT ON DRAFT COUNTYWIDE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2009


INTRODUCTION:


The Road Traffic Act, 2004 establishes speed limits that apply to defined categories 
of roads.  These apply on a default basis and can only be changed on a permanent 
basis by county and city councils through the making of special speed limit bye-laws.  
The speed limits that apply on a default basis are as follows:-

· the motorway speed limit of 120 kmph

· the national roads speed limit of 100 kmph

· the regional and local roads speed limit of 80 kmph and

· the built up area speed limit of 50 kmph.


These are known as general speed limits.


Special speed limits are speed limits that are specified in bye laws made by elected 
members of county and city councils.  Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act 2004 sets out 
the range of special speed limits that may be specified in bye-laws and applied as 
follows:

(1) 30 kilometres per hour, which shall only be applied in respect of a road or 
roads (other than a motorway) in accordance with guidelines issued by the 
Minister under Section 9 (9) of the Road Traffic Act 2004.

(2) 50 kilometres per hour, in respect of any road other than a road in a built-up 
area

(3) 60 kilometres per hour in respect of all roads both inside and outside the 
built up area.

(4) 80 kilometres per hour, in respect of a motorway, a national road or a road in a built-up area.

(5) 100 kilometres per hour, in respect of a motorway, a non-urban regional or l
ocal road or a road in a built-up area.

(6) 120 kilometres per hour, in respect of a dual carriageway that forms part of a national road that is not a motorway in accordance with guidelines issued by the Minister under Section 9(9) of the Roads Traffic Act 2004.


South Dublin County Council in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 9 of 
the Road Traffic Act, 2004 and in accordance with guidelines issued by the 
Department of Transport for the application of speed limits, prepared Draft Speed 
Limit Bye-Laws 2009 together with an explanatory map in respect of the 
administrative area of South Dublin County Council following a countywide review.  
The proposed amendments to existing speed limits, as included in the advertised 
draft, are listed on attached Appendix A.


CONSULTATION PROCESS:


The Draft Bye-Laws and explanatory map were circulated to the Members, the 
National Roads Authority and the Garda Commissioner for consideration.  The Draft 
Bye-Laws were advertised in the National press on 16th February, 2009 and copies of 
the Draft Bye-Law and the associated map went on public display from 16th February, 
2009 to 23rd March, 2009 in County Hall, Tallaght, at the Clondalkin Area Office, at 
the County Library, Tallaght and at the Council’s Branch Libraries.  They were also 
displayed on the Council’s website.  The public were invited to make written 
submissions during that period.


SUBMISSIONS:


The following submissions were received in response to public advertisement:-

1. L. Roche, Saggart in respect of Castle Road

2. Cllr. Dorothy Corrigan in respect of various locations.


CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS:

	AREA
	ROAD NAME
	SUBMITTED BY
	REQUEST
	RECOMMENDATION

	Tallaght
	Castle Road
	L. Roche
	Amend map to include Castle Road
	Slade Road is the official name of the road but it is also locally known as Castle Road – Map has been amended to include local name for clarity.

	Lucan -Clondalkin
	Adamstown Road (Proposed)
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Amend Adamstown Road (Proposed) to Adamstown Link Road
	Map and Bye-Law amended.

	
	Grange Castle Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Amend Grange Castle Road to Outer Ring Road
	Official Name is Grange Castle Road – Amended to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road) for clarity on map and Bye-Law

	
	Griffeen Avenue (west of ORR)
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools.  This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).



	
	Griffeen Avenue (east of ORR
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools. This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).



	
	Willsbrook Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools. This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).



	
	Newcastle Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Flashing ambers in place.

Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools. This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).



	
	Peamount Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 20 kmph
	The application of a 20kmph is not provided for in the 2004 Act.  Additional signing and lining can be considered.  It is not recommended that the current speed limit of 60 kmph be changed.

	
	Loughtown Rd
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	60 kmph is recommended for the nature of the road.  It is recommended that the current speed limit apply.

	
	Brownstown/ Relickeen Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 20 kmph
	The application of a 20kmph is not provided for in the 2004 Act.  Additional signing and lining can be considered.  It is not recommended to change the existing speed limit of 60 kmph.



	
	Lyons Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	Relined recently – solid centre line and warning road text added –  it is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced 60 kmph as appropriate for the road.

	
	Smiths Hill
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Athgoe Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph on the newly constructed section of the Athgoe Road – the existing speed limit of 60 kmph will therefore be continued from Steelstown Interchange (N7) to Newcastle Village, as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Castlewarden Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road within SDCC’s administrative area.

	
	Free State Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road..

	
	Old Chapel Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.



	
	Highdownhill
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 20 kmph
	The application of a 20kmph is not provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is not recommended that the current speed limit of 60 kmph be changed.

	Tallaght
	Lugg Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is not recommended that the current speed limit of 60 kmph be changed.

	
	Redgap Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Rathcoole Hill Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Carrigeen Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Oweneens Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.



	
	Lees Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	Tallaght
	Slademore Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	Tallaght
	McDonaghs Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	Tallaght
	Lugmore Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is not recommended to change the existing speed limit of 60 kmph.

	
	N7 – Naas Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Distinctive Signage to mark the changes of limits from 100 to 80 to 60 kmph
	Standardised statutory signage is provided in accordance with regulation.



RECOMMENDATION:
The Garda Commissioner by letter dated 26th January, 2009 advised that he concurred with the draft proposals.  The National Roads Authority by letter dated 1st May 2009 have conveyed their written consent to the draft proposals in relation to the national roads and motorways.


It is recommended that the Road Traffic (Speed Limit) Bye-Laws 2009 as advertised, 
be adopted for the administrative area of South Dublin County Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Ridge and AGREED:

“That the Road Traffic (Speed Limit) Bye-Laws 2009 as advertised, be 
adopted for the administrative area of South Dublin County Council.”
H10/0509
PALMERSTON PLEBISCITE
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
REPORT:

“The council resolved in July 2008 to initiate the procedure to conduct a plebiscite in 
order to establish the consent of the qualified electorate to change the official name 
of Palmerston to Palmerstown. 


The process was initiated and the list of qualified electors was approved by resolution 
of the Council at the March 2009 Council meeting.


A Plebiscite was held in accordance with the Section 79 of the Local Government 
Act 1946 and the Local Government (Changing of Place Names Regulations) 1956 
(as amended by Section 67 of Local Government Act 1994) and the result is as 
follows:

Declaration of Result of Plebiscite

I, the undersigned, being the Returning Officer at the plebiscite held to ascertain the 
consent to the qualified electors to change the official name of Palmerston to 
Palmerstown hereby declare the result of the said plebiscite as follows:

	Total Ballot Papers Issued
	7037

	Total Returns                         
	3470

	Ballot Papers Rejected           
	197

	Not Signed
	18

	Not Witnessed
	37

	No Preference indicated
	52

	Ballot Paper Altered
	1

	Returned: Deceased, Gone Away              
	89

	Total Valid Poll:  
	3273

	Votes in favour of said change
	2976

	Votes not in favour of said change
	297



 The result, therefore, is that in accordance with S 67 of the Local Government 
Act 1994 as the majority of the qualified electors did not vote in favour of the 
proposed change, there shall be no change to the official name of Palmerston.


Mary Maguire, S.E.O.

Returning Officer                                           Dated this 11th day of May 2009” 
Bottom of Form


Councillor O’Connell outlined the reason for plebiscite and thanked the 
Manager and staff for the work involved.
The report was NOTED.

At this point in the meeting Councillor Gilligan sought to submit an Emergency Motion under Standing Orders 15 (5). The Mayor pointed out that in accordance with the provision of SO 15.5 agreement of at least 13 Councillors would be required in order to table the motion. Following some debate the Mayor determined that the Emergency Motion would not be taken.
H11/0509
3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME (for noting)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires the manager to 
prepare and submit to the elected council a report indicating the programme of 
capital projects for the 
forthcoming and the following two local financial years 
having 
regard to the availability of resources. 


The programme is attached to this report.


Rolling Capital Programme 2009/2011 Financial Details




Rolling Capital Programme 2009/2011 Schedule of projects”


The report was NOTED.

H12/0509
VARIATION TO COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN OF TAY LANE

The following report was presented by the Manager:

“Manager’s Report on
Submissions and Observations  
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
MAY 2009 

Introduction
It is proposed to initiate the procedures for the variation of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 to insert an objective to provide for an easy-flow exit from the Naas Road (N7) at its junction with Tay Lane. 

Tay Lane provides significant social and economic service to the Newcastle / Rathcoole and Saggart areas of the County and is crucial to the future development and continued growth of these areas. Its junction with the Naas Road (N7) is by way of a T junction at the western end of the off-ramp servicing Rathcoole and College Road.  This junction was designed some years ago but is now inadequate for the volumes and speed of vehicles exiting the Naas Road at this point and has been the scene of frequent traffic accidents. 

The junction endangers public safety by reason of traffic hazard and needs to be redesigned to provide for an easy-flow of traffic on a new deceleration lane inside the current deceleration lane on the N7, as is the standard method of providing for traffic exiting an un-signalled junction on a dual carriageway/motorway. To give effect to this proposal it would be necessary to acquire additional land and failing agreement, possibly by compulsory purchase order. 

Proposed Variation
To facilitate the proposed junction improvements it is necessary to vary the County Development Plan by the insertion of a new Specific Local Objective.  It is therefore proposed to insert the following Specific Local Objective No. 126  in the Written Statement of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 and to amend the Maps accordingly: 

Specific Local Objective No.126  - N7 / Tay Lane Junction Improvements 
“To provide for an easy-flow exit from the Naas Road (N7) at its junction with Tay Lane in the interest of supporting the significant social and economic services that Tay Lane provides to the Newcastle / Rathcoole and Saggart areas.”

Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening
A screening report was prepared pursuant to Article 13K of the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 following an assessment in accordance with Schedule 2A of the Regulations.  The screening report concluded that the Proposed Variation would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment.  The report was circulated to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Environmental Protection Agency, being the relevant Environmental Authorities.  No submissions or observations were received in response to these notifications, and the Council determined that the Proposed Variation would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment.

Public Notification
The proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 N7  / Tay Lane Junction Improvements (Variation No. 6) was advertised on 27th March 2009.  Written submissions / observations on the proposed Variation were invited from interested parties.  The period for receipt of submissions closed on 24th April 2009.  Five submissions were received during the consultation period.  Table 1 below sets out the list of these submissions and copies of the submissions are attached to this Report in Appendix A.

 
Table 1  List of Submissions on Proposed Variation No. 
6
	Ref. No.
	Submitter
	Contact Name

	Var6/01
	Councillor Trevor Gilligan
	 

	Var6/02
	Kevin Kelly
	 

	Var6/03
	Sean McDonnell
	 

	Var6/04
	Councillor Dorothy Corrigan
	 

	Var6/05
	National Roads Authority
	Tara Spain, Senior Policy Adviser (Planning)


 Procedure 

The County Manager is required by the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended):

·          to prepare a Report on the submissions/observations received during the consultation period, 

·          to summarise the main points in the submissions, and 

·          to make recommendations on the submissions.  

The Elected Members consider the Manager’s Report and then decide on the Variation not later than 6 weeks after receipt by them of the Manager’s Report.

 Summary of Submissions
The issues raised in the submissions are summarised, commented on and recommended on     in Table 2 below.


Table 2     Summary of Submissions with 
Responses 
and 
Recommendations
	Ref. No.
	SUMMARY
	Response 
	RECOMMENDaTION

	Var6/01
	That it remains council policy to pressurise the council / NRA / Minister for Transport to allocate funds to keep the exit of Tay Lane open.
	It is Council policy that Tay Lane be kept open in a safe manner and that resources be provided by relevant authorities to effect this policy.
	Adopt the variation.

	Var6/02
	Concerns, that if road was to close or partially close, regarding: Safety issues in the area including concern about increase in traffic using alternative routes including back lanes (Athgoe Road); Access for emergency services and other heavy vehicles in this area. 
	The primary road access to Tay Lane would remain the R120 (College Lane) which is built for this purpose. Alternative routes such as that mentioned can be modified by way of traffic calming in such a manner to prevent safety issues arising. This proposal provides for a safer access to Tay lane than that which already exists
	Adopt the variation

	Var6/03
	The Tay Lane N7 junction is unsafe, but either partially or fully closing  the junction will not solve the problem. Why can a safe junction not be constructed? There are some not so costly modifications that could improve the junction. Lack of funds is not the issue. There are only two possible explanations for partial or full closure; either engineering incompetence or the precedence of some other agenda. SDCC and or the NRA designed and erected the footbridge at Tay Lane as part of the N7 widening process but in doing so created the only obstacle to the provision of a fully operational and safe junction at Tay Lane. The present junction layout  is dangerous in several respects as it employs barriers and signage not used at any other junction, and the signage is so positioned to block visibility when exiting Tay Lane. Irrespective of whether the proposed improvement is a left out or left in arrangement the junction will continue to be unsafe. There is absolutely no justification for the full or partial closure of this busy junction. There is no other junction from the Red cow interchange to Johnstown that had to be closed because of the widening of the N7. I would urge those tasked with serving the community to stop this nonsense, admit their mistakes forget about agendas, and complete the work to provide a fully functional safe junction between Tay lane and the N7, which will serve the community as heretofore, and which should have been the objective of any engineering works had other agendas been left aside. I would urge  that this proposed variation be rejected.
	The provision of this variation will address the issues raised. Safety is the primary concern in relation to the partial closure of Tay lane. The pedestrian bridge was provided on foot of a request from over 1000 residents of the Newcastle and Rathcoole area and its location was dependant on the desired pedestrian route across the Naas Road. The present situation cannot continue and needs immediate resolution. The proposed variation provides a much safer alternative to the existing situation and can be provided as resources permit. 
	Adopt the Variation

	Var6/04
	Maintaining access to Tay Lane is an urgent priority for the community; Tay Lane serves a large number of the motoring public; The few minor accidents at the junction do not justify closing off the access until funds are available to upgrade the junction; The proposed extinguishment of the right of way as part of the upgrade of the N7 was a lack of forward planning and bad decision making; Did the NRA refuse funding for access from the N7?  It is my understanding that funding has been made available by the NRA to maintain access from Tay Lane to the N7; Would urge that the current access is maintained until funding is received to put in place a more appropriate and safer layout of the junction.
	The Council would like to maintain the junction open in a safe manner and the junction needs to be modified to ensure this. A level of funding is being made available by the NRA to improve safety at this location. The funding is conditional on the approval of the Department of Finance. 
	Adopt the variation

	Var6/05
	The Authority does not support the inclusion of this objective as a variation of the County Development Plan as it will compromise the Authority’s  future plans for the N7.
	The proposed variation when implemented will improve  the safety of the junction for existing road users and does not compromise any future plans that the NRA might have for the N7 corridor.
	Adopt the variation.


 
Conclusions 


No changes to the wording of the Proposed Variation are recommended. 


It is therefore recommended that the wording of the Proposed Variation be adopted 
as advertised and displayed.


Next Steps Regarding the Proposed Variation  


·          The proposed variation and the County Manager’s Report shall be considered 
by the Members within 6 weeks of the submission to them of the Manager’s Report.


·          In making a Variation, the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
states that the members of the authority shall be restricted to considering the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development plan 
relates, the statutory obligations of the local authority and any relevant policies or 
objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government.


·          The members of the planning authority, having considered the proposed 
Variation and Manager's Report, may, by resolution as they consider appropriate, 
make the Variation, with or without modifications, or they may refuse to make it.


·          A Variation of a Development Plan shall have effect from the date the 
variation is made.


·          A SEA Statement to be published after any Variation is adopted shall include 
information on how environmental considerations have been integrated throughout 
the Variation process.  


Recommendation 


That this Council hereby resolves to make a Variation to the South Dublin County 
Council Development Plan 2004–2010, as provided for under Section 13 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the insertion of Specific Local 
Objective No. 126   in Chapter 14 of the Written Statement of the County 
Development Plan 2004-2010, with the following wording:


Specific Local Objective No.126  - N7 / Tay Lane Junction Improvements  


“To provide for an easy-flow exit from the Naas Road (N7) at its junction with Tay 
Lane in the interest of supporting the significant social and economic services that 
Tay Lane provides to the Newcastle / Rathcoole and Saggart areas”.”
A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors Dowds, Ridge, Daly, Gilligan, Corr, Corrigan and O’Connor.  The primary focus of the discussion referred to 

· issue of access to residents of Tay Lane onto the N7, 

· future funding for the project and 

· safety aspects on the road.
The Manager responded to the issues raised by stating that the access issue of “left in/left out” had been advised on by the NRA on safety terms.  Stopping “left in” and improving “left out” was to make the road safer.  It was noted that the variation allows for left off on Tay Lane at a time which will suit the Council in relation to both funding and land purchase.

The proposed variation was put to a vote as follows with the majority voting in favour:
FOR: 17 (SEVENTEEN)

Councillors M. Ardagh, C. Brophy, M. Corr, D. Corrigan, P. Cosgrave, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, C. Keane, D. Keating, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, S. O’Conchuir, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh

ABSENT: 9 (
NINE) 

Councillors S. Crowe, T. Delaney, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. King, J. Lahart, E. Maloney, J. Neville, K. Warren

In Favour: 17
Absent : 9

It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Daly and AGREED:


“That this Council hereby resolves to make a Variation to the South 
Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004–2010, as provided for under 
Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the 
insertion of Specific Local Objective No. 126   in Chapter 14 of the 
Written Statement of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, with the 
following wording:


Specific Local Objective No.126  - N7 / Tay Lane Junction Improvements 
 
“To provide for an easy-flow exit from the Naas Road (N7) at its junction with 
Tay Lane in the interest of supporting the significant social and economic 
services that Tay Lane provides to the Newcastle / Rathcoole and Saggart 
areas”.”
H13/0509
STATUTORY  AUDIT REPORT ON  ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2007
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
(a) Statutory Audit Report on Financial Statement 2007
(b) “STATUTORY  AUDIT REPORT ON  ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2007
Bottom of Form


Statutory  Audit Report on  Annual Financial Statement 2007 can be viewed at the 
following link: 


http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/departments/finance/afs/index2007.aspx”
The report was NOTED.
H14/0509
DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2008

REPORT:

“Section 221 of the Local Government Act sets out the requirements in relation to the 
preparation of the Annual Report. 


221.—(1) (a) Not later than the 30th day of June in each year, every county council 
and city council shall each prepare and adopt a report (to be known as the annual 
report) in relation to the performance of its functions during the preceding year and 
shall as soon as may be furnish a copy of the annual report to each member of the 
county council or city council, as the case may be, and to such other persons as it 
may consider appropriate.

In accordance with the above the Draft 2008 Annual Report has been circulated to 
the Members and uploaded on to members net.  


http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/mainpage_items/documents/Draft%2
0Annual%20Report%202008.doc   


and the following resolution of the Council is now required:

“That the Annual Report 2008 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 
of the Local Government Act 2001”.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the Draft Annual Report 2008 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”


CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING
Co1/0509
Letter dated 3rd March from Longford Town Council regarding Motion on Rural Development Programme.
Co2/0509
Email dated 6th March  from Shannon Town Council regarding Motion on Primary Class Sizes.

Co3/0509
Email dated 17thApril from Galway City Council  regarding Motion on Private Rented Properties.

Co4/0509
Reply from HSE dated 27th February regarding Funding of Disability and Mental Services.

Co5/0509
Reply from HSE dated 29th April re Tallaght Hospital.

Co6/0509
Email dated 18th March New Ross Town Council Motion on Planning & Development Acts 



The above correspondence was NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0509
Councillor D. Corrigan

The following motion proposed by Cllr Corrigan and seconded by Cllr 
Ridge was moved without debate:

That the Manager write to the Minister for Environment and Local 
Government calling on him to introduce a refundable charge on drinks 
containers (glass bottles, plastic bottles and cans) to prevent pollution of our 
environment and to create a safe environment for children at play.  Broken 
glass strewn in our parks and on playing fields are a serious health hazard to 
members of our community.  In decades past there was a refundable charge on 
lemonade bottles and the scheme was very successful.   
REPORT:
It is understood that consideration is being given by the Minister to this area of policy but further details are awaited.   If the motion is passed, correspondence will issue to the Minister accordingly.

In addition, the Environmental Services Department has been in discussions with the contractor that currently provides reverse vending machines for recycling of plastic bottles and cans regarding the further development of the scheme through the placement of reverse vending kiosks in more public and accessible locations.  Once agreement is reached on matters such as the type, funding, maintenance etc of such kiosks, the question of suitability and possible locations for their installation will be examined. The provider has agreed that existing reverse vending machines will be maintained until that time.

M3/0509
Councillor J. Lahart

The following motion fell due the absence of Cllr Lahart from the chamber at 
this point:

That the Manager present a report on the cost of the Corporate Image Change 
to the Council.
M4/0509
Councillor R. Dowds

The following motion proposed by Councillor Dowds, seconded by 
Councillor Corr, was moved without debate:


That the Manager produce a report on ways whereby rents in privately owned 
houses occupied by people on our Council's housing waiting list could be 
reduced.
REPORT:

South Dublin County Council does not have any direct role to play in setting 
the rents in private rented accommodation.  These rents are dictated by market 
forces.  

A very large proportion of the people on the Council's Housing Waiting List are in receipt of Rent Supplement whereby the state pays the bulk of the contract rent for their accommodation.  The Department of Social and Family Affairs sets limits on the rents payable to landlords in respect of accommodation for people entitled to Rent Supplement.  These limits are currently under  review following an announcement in the recent Budget and it is likely that Rent Supplement rents will be reduced by an average of 10%from June.

Rents vary in accordance with property types and location.  Rent Supplemented tenants will now required to pay a minimum of 24 euro per week towards the rent payable for their accommodation. 

One of the core objectives of RAS is to make savings on the RS rents paid in respect of Rent Supplemented properties and this is being achieved in  South Dublin. Rental Accommodation Scheme rents are and have always been approximately 8.3% lower than the RS rents at the time of contract.Rents currently being agreed are considerably lower than those which were achievable last summer.  This results in a saving for the State.  Under the Rental Accommodation Scheme tenants pay a rent contribution in accordance with the Counc il's Differential Scheme.
M5/0509
Councillor T. McDermott

The following motion proposed by Councillor McDermott, seconded by 
Councillor Corrigan, was moved without debate:


That the Manager initiate the process to make Bye Laws pursuant to Section 
199 of the Local Government Act 2001, to control the use of off-road motor 
vehicles (including particularly scrambler motorcycles, mini-mopeds and 
motorised quads etc.) in the Dublin Mountain Zone within South Dublin, with 
particular reference to those parts that are either subject to designations under 
the EU Habitats directive, the Wildlife Acts, or are in use wholly or in part for 
recreational or amenity purposes such as walking and hiking trails, horse 
riding trails, forestry areas and unenclosed mountain commonage, and any 
other amenity or recreational area of the county that the Manager may 
consider appropriate, and that the process be undertaken as a matter of 
urgency, due to the risk to public safety, the loss of amenity value due to 
noise, pollution, erosion etc., and serious ecological damage to protected and 
designated areas or wildlife from the current widespread unregulated use of 
off-road motor vehicles in sensitive upland areas of South Dublin, and that in 
conjunction with the making of such Bye Laws the Manager shall support any 
appropriate initiative of the Dublin Mountains Partnership in regard to the 
provision of sustainable facilities for the regulated or supervised use of off-
road motor vehicles (including particularly scrambler motorcycles, mini-
mopeds and motorised quads etc.) and the Manager shall encourage and assist 
the Dublin Mountains Partnership in bringing forward proposals in this regard 
at the earliest opportunity.

REPORT:
It is recognised that at present, the unregulated, and frequently widespread use of off-road motor vehicles, specifically scrambler motorcycles, mini-mopeds and motorised quads, does represent a potential hazard to public safety, and also gives rise to the risk of damage to designated or protected areas within the county and does detract from the amenity value and recreational potential of several parts of the county.   Bye Laws to deal with this issue have been introduced in other parts of the country with mixed results.   Accordingly, it is considered appropriate, that if the motion is passed and the Members are agreeable, a process of consultation be initiated with a wide range of stakeholders, and in conjunction with such consultation, that the scope and experience of the operation of such Bye Laws in other parts of the country be examined.   It would also be appropriate that the Council liaise with others, specifically the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the Dublin Mountain Partnership, on the range and scope of any Bye Laws being considered as a prelude to drafting Bye Laws or designating the area of the county that they may apply to.   It will also be necessary in considering Bye Laws as a measure to restrict or control the use of certain off-road motor vehicles in the county, to examine the potential for the provision of a properly regulated facility in the county, or within the wider sub-region, for what is considered by some to be a legitimate recreational activity.   It is an objective of the Strategic Plan of the Dublin Mountain Partnership to identify a suitable location for the displacement of off-road vehicle use from the main recreational parts of the upland areas, and to assist in the provision of an appropriate facility.   Accordingly, the Dublin Mountain Partnership will be requested to pursue their objectives in this area as a matter of priority.
M6/0509
Councillor D. Keating

The following motion proposed by Councillor Keating, seconded by 
Councillor Tuffy, was moved without debate:


That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on what new 
facilities have been sourced by this Council that would provide the residents of 
this county with outdoor recreational and sporting opportunities that are also 
less conducive to anti-social behaviour and vandalism? There are newer and 
more innovative such fittings for parks that could be explored on a pilot basis 
and that may prove to be successful and beneficial to all our people.

REPORT:
In recent years, a range of new facilities have been provided and existing facilities upgraded in public parks throughout the county to provide residents and visitors alike with a range of sporting and recreational opportunities. 

Major new playgrounds have been provided at Tymon North Park, 2006; Rathfarnham Castle Park, 2008; Sean Walsh Park, 2009. In addition, major re-furbishment of existing playgrounds was completed at Griffeen Valley Park, 2006 and Corkagh Park, 2006.

Playgrounds were also provided in RAPID areas in association with the Community Department at Killinarden, 2005; Quarryvale, 2005; Fettercairn, 2005; Jobstown, 2005; Collinstown Park, 2007;  Brookfield, 2008; Kiltalown, 2008. A new playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 2008. 

An in-situ concrete skate park was provided at Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan in 2006 

Multi-use Games Areas (MUGA’s) were also provided at Jobstown, 2007; Killinarden, 2007, Tallaght Leisure Centre, 2007; Fettercairn, 2008; Kiltalown, 2008.  

The all weather hockey pitch at Esker Park was upgraded to 3G standard.  

Regretfully a feature of all of these projects is the fact that they are likely to be subjected to vandalism and anti-social behaviour at some stage. It is acknowledged that such behaviour and damage is caused by a relatively small group of society and that for the most part, new facilities have been very much welcomed by the communities into which they have been placed.  

For this reason, all new projects are designed and procured with this reality in mind to ensure that the projects are as robust as possible. While there is no such thing as “vandal proof”, it is clear that the projects completed in recent years have, for the most part, passed this test in so far as they are still in place,  in regular use and in the main resistant to vandalism.  

In addition to careful site selection, design of facilities and use of vandal resistant materials, the use of monitoring systems to deter anti-social behaviour, has increased with CCTv systems being installed on recent projects. These systems are having some impact in reducing anti-social behaviour and vandalism of new facilities.   

Staff in the Council’s Parks Department are constantly referencing new products and best practice in this area and welcome any proposals or suggestions from the Members for further exploration as pilot projects.
M10/0509
Councillor P. Cosgrave


The following motion proposed by Councillor Cosgrave, seconded by 
Councillor Walsh was moved without debate:


That this Council review the way it charges rates on registered small 
playgroups who work from their homes, in that they charge the same as large 
crèches. Also could the rate be also reviewed on the downward trend in house 
valuations?

REPORT:
Commercial rates bills are computed by multi-plying the valuation of a ratepayer’s property with the Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV) as adopted by the Council during the annual budget process. The valuation is provided by the Valuation Office which is the state agency charged with deciding valuations for non-domestic property.  Valuations do not represent market values for the property but are a means by which the commercial rates values of properties can be compared. A number of factors are taken into account by the valuation office when computing valuations including size, location, commercial category and the rental value of the property at a specified date.  This approach was developed to protect property valuations from the effects of inflation or deflation and to ensure that a uniform framework is applied when valuing properties.  The Valuation Office acts independently and liaises with property owners and occupiers when providing such valuations.  Once the annual budget and ARV are adopted the Council is not empowered to vary the commercial rates bill for an individual or for a category of ratepayer.  It is important also to note that if a source of income such as commercial rates reduces after the budget is adopted then corresponding expenditure savings are immediately necessary in order to prevent the Council from incurring a deficit. 

A review of the valuation for all non-domestic properties in the South Dublin rating area was carried out during 2006/2007. The new valuations for each property became effective on 31st December 2007 and affected commercial rates bills in 2008.   As part of the revaluation process ratepayers had a right of appeal to the Commissioner of Valuations within forty days of issue of the final valuation certificate in respect of their property.  If unhappy with the Commissioners decision, appellants had a further right of appeal to the Valuation Tribunal.  The Tribunal is an independent body set up to settle disputed valuations between the Commissioner of Valuation and ratepayers or local authorities.  The decision of the Valuation Tribunal is final on the amount of the valuation but there is a further right of appeal to the High Court and ultimately to the Supreme Court on a point of law.  Following the revaluation of the county the rateable valuation of a property will be revised only if there is material change to the property e.g. an extension or reduction in the size of the property. A revision request form is available online at www.valoff.ie and should be completed and returned to the Valuation Office if this situation applies.  Additional information is also available from the Valuation Office website at www.valoff.ie. 

Commercial rates represent 43% of the Council’s revenue account income for 2009.  The operations of the Council are significantly supported by the revenue generated from commercial rates and any changes affecting this source of income will have a corresponding effect on the level of funds available to provide services. 

Included in the commercial rates bills for 2009 were 102 accounts for crèche facilities - categorised by the Valuation Office as crèche (house), crèche (office), crèche (other), crèche (purpose built) and crèche (retail).  

The total commercial rates income from crèches in 2009 is €572,029 and is broken down as follows: 

	Number of accounts
	Crèche Category
	% of 2009 crèche rates
	Total Rates Charge 2009
	Average Rates per A/c in this Category

	59
	Crèche (House) Total
	29%
	€168,406  
	€2,854

	12
	Crèche (Office) Total
	16%
	€91,553  
	€7,629

	8
	Crèche (Other) Total
	9%
	€50,286  
	€6,286

	7
	Crèche (Retail) Total
	9%
	€51,450  
	€7,350

	16
	Crèche (Purpose Built) Total
	37%
	€210,333  
	€13,146


M11/0509
Councillor M. Murphy

The following motion proposed by Councillor Murphy,  seconded by 
Councillor Corr was moved without debate:

That the Manager agrees to expedite the playground program to bring it back 
on schedule.
REPORT:
The Five Year Playground  Construction Programme was adopted by the Council in December 2006 and arises from the Council’s Play Policy –    Developing Play in South Dublin County 2006 – 2009.

The details of the playground programme, as approved by the Council is set out below:

	Location
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Lucan Clondalkin


Two of the playgrounds listed on the programme have been completed and are now in public use. 

The playground at Rathfarnham Castle Park was provided and opened in May 2008 and work was recently completed on the playground at Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght which opened for use in March of this year.

The provision of new playgrounds at Griffeen Valley Park, Tymon Park, Rathcoole Park and Corkagh Park are at various stages.

A Part 8 proposal for the development of the Griffeen Valley Park (Grange Lands) was advertised and adopted in June 2006. This proposal included for the provision of a playground as part of the overall development of the Grange section of the park. Design work on playgrounds at Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park is subject to identification of suitable sites. Design work on the proposed new playground at Tymon Park is scheduled to take place over the coming months. 

All of these projects are subject to the identification of finance as part of the Capital Programme. 

In addition to the above programme, playgrounds have also been provided under successive RAPID Playground Programmes at Quarryvale, Collinstown Park, Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, Brookfield, and Kiltalown. Unfortunately, the playground at Collinstown Park was subject to continuous  vandalism and had to be removed. A new playground was also provided as part of the new swimming pool project in Clondalkin in 2008.

M12/0509
Councillor S. Crowe

The following motion proposed by Councillor Crowe, seconded by 
Councillor O’ Connor was moved without debate

That this Council concerned at the decline and the long term viability of 
sustainable jobs in the taxi industry and recent information emerging from 
drivers using the Square,Tallaght that suggests that many are working on and 
below the minimium wage on a regular basis, agrees to call on the  Minister 
for Environment John Gormley TD to immediately intervene to halt the 
decline and take affirmative action to support Taxi drivers.  

REPORT:
If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the Minister for Finance and his response will be circulated when received.
M14/0509
Councillor P. Cosgrave

The following motion proposed by Councillor Cosgrave, seconded by 
Councillor Walsh, was moved without debate:


That the Manager report on what better arrangements can be made for 
household refuse collection “black wheelie bins” on bank holiday Mondays. 
Residents who are scheduled for bin collection on Mondays have no collected 
for two weeks leaving them with a problem of an accumulation of waste.
REPORT:
The decision to discontinue refuse collections on or in lieu of bank/public holidays was taken in the context of customers presenting their bins for collection on average once every three weeks with presentation rates on bank/public holiday collections (collections in lieu of same) averaging 15% of customers on the routes affected over the last year. The level of presentation at the alternative for St. Patrick's Day holiday was as low as 250 bins.  

In order to provide these collections 52 staff and 15 vehicles are mobilised and put out on the road at a cost of €30,000 per bank holiday.    To continue to provide a service for which there is such limited demand would be a poor use of resources.  There continues to be a green bin collection for bank holidays in keeping with theprinciples of the Waste Management Plan and the reduction of waste to landfill.

The average presentation rates means that the majority of customers are not overly affected. Over the course of a year this will only impact on certain routes by reducing opportunities to present bins by approximately 10% and can encourage the objectives of increasing awareness of recycling and waste minimisation. Customers with large families are provided with second bins where appropriate and additionally, the Ballymount Civic Amenity remained open over the weekend in question for customers who felt that they had to dispose of refuse immediately.  In an overall review of the service the rotation of collection days for customers will be examined.

In addition the green bin service was increased to enable a fortnightly collection and also the items which can be placed in the green bin has been expanded and now includes the acceptance of all plastics.  The result of this has been a significant transfer of waste from the black bin to the green bin and the presentation of green bins remains high at 70% as compared with the weekly presentation of black bins at approximately 30%.  Prior to the expanded green bin collection the presentation rate of the black bin was 43% - therefore the drop in waste has been a further 10% for householders.  All of these factors contibute to the service demand reducing.  This high presentation rate has enabled the green bin contractor to continue to make an arrangement on collection and detail of this collection is contained in the calendar that each householder receives.  

The service will not be reintroduced for the May Bank Holiday weekend or for subsequent bank/public holidays.

In an effort to notify customers, the following measures were taken in the week prior to the May bank holiday

· advertisements were placed in local and national newspapers 

· a prominent message was displayed on the front page of the Council 
website; 

· local Councillors were notified by e-mail; 

· SMS messages were sent to customers on affected routes for whom mobile 
numbers were held on the Environmental Services customer database; 

· e-mails were sent to customers for whom e-mail addresses were held on the 
Council's customer panel; 

· e-mails were sent to community groups, residents associations etc. where 
possible; and, 

· shops selling bin tags were notified where possible also. 

· notifications will continue to issue to Customers to keep them up to date 
with any service improvements.

MOTIONS NOT REACHED
M7/0509
Councillor C. King


That this Council calls on the Manager, when signing agreements with 
Voluntary Housing Associations states that no more than 15% of tenants 
income will be payable for rent taking into consideration the Council's 
differential rent scheme only charges 10% of tenants income and as some 
Associations are currently charging as much as 20% rent which is placing a 
disproportionate burden on those tenants, who applied for housing under the 
same scheme as Council tenants.
M8/0509
Councillor T. Gilligan

That the Manager write to Revenue and the Finance Ministry to copy the US 
approach by seeking out residents holding Swiss bank accounts in an effort to 
minimise tax evasion.  Any monies recouped could then be ring fenced into a 
Community Project Fund to which Local Authorities, including South Dublin, 
could apply for funds to develop local projects?

M9/0509
Councillor E. Maloney


That this Council calls on the Minister for Transport, Mr. Dempsey to 
instruct the Taxi Regulator to suspend the issuing of licences with 
immediate 
effect.
M13/0509
Councillor T. Gilligan


That this Council asks the Minister for Finance to remove any directors 
holding more than one directorship on state bodies / semi state bodies. 
Directors must also declare ALL interests in both private and public sectors.  
That the number of directors be capped to 5 and that the number of semi state 
bodies be reduced by half.  

The Meeting Concluded at 6.30 p.m.


Signed: __________________________



Mayor


Date:____________________________
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