COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of the Development Plan Meeting held on 20th April 2009
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The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr, presided.
DP/001/09 
H-I (1) MANAGER’S REPORT
Item ID 19007
Mr. Frank Nevin, Director of Planning, presented the Managers report, brought the attention of the members to the typographical error in same and presented an overview of the legislative requirements at Direction stage. The presentation outlined direction of policy from members motions.
The Members NOTED and AGREED the Managers report

Minute item

The Members AGREED to deal with the Motions in accordance with the Table presented by the Manager. Accordingly Motions 18, 55, 56, 58, 59 60, 61, 62 and 63 were deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of the Development Plan.
DP/002/09
MOT (18)

Item ID: 18944
That this plan reflect the support of the elected members for a County Museum, as outlined in the Motion by this Councillor agreed in 2007.

REPORT:
The County Development Plan 2004-2010 states; It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with the County Development Board and other appropriate agencies in identifying and promoting the tourism assets of the county and to support the development of tourism infrastructure in a sustainable and sensitive manner in the County. 

It is a specific objective of the current Development Plan to provide a suitably located museum for the County.

It would be premature at this early stage of the process to make determinations on issues as specific in nature as that proposed.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
 It is recommended that the motion is not adopted.

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.

DP/003/09
MOT (55)

Item ID: 18937

Further to the submission made in PDS0079, as so referenced in the ‘Manager’s Report on Pre-Draft submissions and Observations made on the Pre-Draft Public Consultation, Feb 2009’, which proposes to rezone a 6.8 hectare site at Lucan Golf Club from Objective GB and Objective F to Objective A/A1 – this motion proposes this application for re-zoning be rejected out of hand and not included in the draft plan. The Manager’s desire to deal with zoning proposals individually and in turn is noted. However, given the proximity of this land to the river Liffey and it’s current green undeveloped status; and the fact it forms and is seen as part of the green belt between the residential communities of Lucan and Celbridge; together with the enormous extent of land already zoned in the county and the decrease in demand for development – this proposal warrants no further consideration. In summary given the above and also but not limited to the criterion of ‘Policy Context’, ‘Environmental & Heritage’, ‘Environment’ and ‘Assessment of Need’, it should be rejected and not carried into the draft plan for further consideration, and we so direct the Manager.

Report:
The Development Plan performs an important task in setting out the framework within which the development needs of the economy and society can be responded to. Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated development requirements and that development occurs in a sequential and co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. It is considered that making determinations on individual re-zoning proposals should occur at a later stage of the process when a proper strategy and a set of policies has been drafted so that each re-zoning proposal can be considered within a framework and certain criteria.

Manager’s Recommendation:
The proposed motion should not be adopted. 

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/004/09
MOT (56)

Item ID: 18939

That the Lands at St. Edmundsbury and Woodville, as part of the Liffey Valley Lands, be preserved from Housing Development, and that this Council pursues by way of an extension to the Special Amenity Area Order, in order to preserve these lands for parkland.

REPORT:
Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated development requirements and that development occurs in a sequential and co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. It is considered that making determinations on land use for individual sites should occur at a later stage of the process when a proper strategy and a set of policies has been drafted so that each land use proposal can be considered within a framework and certain criteria.

Manager’s Recommendation:
The proposed motion should not be adopted. 

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/005/09
MOT (58)

Item ID: 18942

That this plan prioritise the need to have public ownership of the banks of the River Dodder from Old Bawn to Fort Bridge.

REPORT:

Specific issues including public access to the banks of the River Dodder from Old Bawn to Fort Bridge will be considered during the preparation of the Draft Development Plan stage of the review. 

 

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:

The proposed motion should not be adopted at this stage. 

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/006/09
MOT (59)

Item ID: 18943

That this plan supports the change of zoning of the status of the section of land at Balrothery/Castletymon Road to that which it held in the previous County Development Plan.

REPORT:

The Development Plan performs an important task in setting out the framework within which the development needs of the economy and society can be responded to. Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated development requirements and that development occurs in a sequential and co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. It is considered that making determinations on individual re-zoning proposals should occur at a later stage of the process when a proper strategy and a set of policies has been drafted so that each re-zoning proposal can be considered within a framework and certain criteria.

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:

The proposed motion should not be adopted. 

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/007/09
MOT (60)

Item ID: 18946

That this plan recognises the need to protect the Greenbelt from Kingswood, Tallaght to the Naas Road.

REPORT:

Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated development requirements and that development occurs in a sequential and co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. It is considered that making determinations on land use for individual sites should occur at a later stage of the process when a proper strategy and a set of policies has been drafted so that each land use proposal can be considered within a framework and certain criteria.

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:

The proposed motion should not be adopted at this stage. 

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/008/09
MOT (61)

Item ID: 18949

That the County Development Plan includes a written statement of an objective to see the Brownsbarn area on the Old Naas Road be developed with a village identity and that amenities suitable to a village be developed at this location.

REPORT:
The current Development Plan seeks to develop a hierarchy of high quality, vibrant urban centres. Urban design policies and objectives will seek to strengthen the unique heritage and identity of existing urban and rural villages.

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:
The Development Plan will contain policies referring to both urban and rural villages strengthened by urban design polices and standards.

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/009/09
MOT (62)

Item ID: 18919

That it is the policy within the Development Plan that public spaces will be made available through our own land / purchasing / land swaps – to facilitate taxi drivers throughout this County to increase business.

REPORT:
A key aim of the Development Plan is to support job creation and create an environment for enterprise, investment and economic expansion in all sectors in accordance with the principles of sustainable development. Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated development requirements and that development occurs in a sequential and co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. It is considered that making determinations on land use for individual sites should occur at a later stage of the process when a proper strategy and a set of policies has been drafted so that each land use proposal can be considered within a framework and certain criteria. However, it is envisaged that the Draft Development Plan will include, where appropriate, policies in relation to transportation, particularly public transport provision.

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:
The proposed motion should not be adopted at this stage.

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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DP/010/09
MOT (63)
Item ID: 18909

LUCAN GOLF CLUB ZONING

Further to the submission made in PDS0079, as so referenced in the ‘Manager’s Report on Pre-Draft submissions and Observations made on the Pre-Draft Public Consultation, Feb 2009’, which proposes to rezone a 6.8 hectare site at Lucan Golf Club from Objective GB and Objective F to Objective A/A1 – this motion proposes this application for re-zoning be rejected out of hand and not included in the draft plan. The Manager’s desire to deal with zoning proposals individually and in turn is noted. However, given the proximity of this land to the river Liffey and it’s current green undeveloped status; and the fact it forms and is seen as part of the green belt between the residential communities of Lucan and Celbridge; together with the enormous extent of land already zoned in the county and the decrease in demand for development – this proposal warrants no further consideration. In summary given the above and also but not limited to the criterion of ‘Policy Context’, ‘Environmental & Heritage’, ‘Environment’ and ‘Assessment of Need’, it should be rejected and not carried into the draft plan for further consideration, and we so direct the Manager.  

PROPOSED: Councillor Guss O’Connell
SECONDED: Councillor Derek Keating and Councillor Shane O’Connor
REPORT:
The Development Plan performs an important task in setting out the framework within which the development needs of the economy and society can be responded to. Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated development requirements and that development occurs in a sequential and co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. It is considered that making determinations on individual re-zoning proposals should occur at a later stage of the process when a proper strategy and a set of policies has been drafted so that each re-zoning proposal can be considered within a framework and certain criteria.

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:
The proposed motion should not be adopted at this stage. 

It was agreed that this motion be deferred to the relevant stage and meeting of the Review of The Development Plan.
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Motions 2 ??????????? which had been accepted by the Manager were then considered.
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DP/011/09
MOT (2)

Item ID: 18921

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
Chapter 1 - Strategy
That the Council directs the Manager to add the words "and adaptation" to the first paragraph in Page 57 of the Report so that it reads :"Promote Climate Change Mitigating and Adaptation Measures through the integration of land-use and transportation and by promoting and facilitating development to be more energy efficient."

REPORT:
Recommendation.
That this motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.

DP/012/09
MOT (7)

Item ID 18892

It was proposed by Councillor D. Corrigan and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge :

Chapter 1 - Strategy
That given the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area have designated the agricultural areas of this county as part of the Dublin Metropolitan Area, to be developed in the long term into a compact urban form based on enhanced public transport, this Council directs the Manager to incorporate into the draft development plan clear strategic policies and objectives setting out a framework structure for the long-term transition of the agricultural and rural areas consistent with the strategic regional objective that will provide for retaining the distinctive attractive communities in the area with a strong sense of place, and the preservation of natural beauty, biodiversity and critical environmental areas, while at the same time accommodating appropriate selective sustainable development that does not compromise the long-term framework structure, the strategic regional objective, or the amenities of the county’s rural areas.

REPORT:
Recommendation
That this motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.

DP/013/09
MOT (10)
Item ID 18901

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

Chapter 1 - Strategy
That this Council directs the Manager in accordance with the provisions of Section 11(4)(d) of the 2000 Planning Act to incorporate into the forthcoming draft county development plan, the principles of the Smart Growth initiative developed to effect the implementation of more efficient land-use planning as an alternative to urban sprawl, traffic congestion, disconnected neighbourhoods, and obsolete development based on the following principles;  

1. Mix land uses;  

2. Take advantage of adaptable compact building design utilising quality durable materials;  

3. Create a range of housing opportunities and choices;  

4. Create walkable communities with appropriate priority measures;  

5. Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place;  

6. Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty and critical environmental areas;  

7. Strengthen and direct development towards existing communities;  

8. Provide a variety of transport choices;  

9. Make development decisions predictable, fair and cost effective;  

10. Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in development decisions; 11. Efficient management, adaptation, reuse and expansion of infrastructure, and;  

12. Infill redevelopment and adaptive use and re-use in built-up areas; 

and that the overall strategy, policies and objectives in the county development plan be framed to be consistent with this initiative.

REPORT:
It is incumbent on the Draft Development Plan to put in place an integrated and sustainable framework for the future development of this County. It is envisaged that this strategy will seek to make best use of existing zoned and serviced lands and to maximise connectivity, particularly by public transport and support economic development. It is considered that the policies outlined above are in line with the envisaged thrust of the Development Plan.

Recommendation
That this motion be adopted.
The Motion was adopted.

DP/014/09
MOT (11)

Item ID 18902

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor D. Corrigan:

Chapter 1 - Strategy
That in preparing the Draft Development Plan that the Manager integrate into all the relevant sections the principles, policies and actions contained in the South Dublin Climate Change Strategy Document. 

REPORT:
The adopted South Dublin Climate Change Strategy Document will be integrated into the relevant sections of the Draft Development Plan.
Recommendation
That this motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.

DP/015/09
MOT (13)

Item ID 18922

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

That the Council directs the Manager to insert as addenda to the section "Enterprise and Employment: Recommended Policy Approach" the statements " Support and Facilitate the location in all parts of the County, particularly in Grange Castle Business Park, other Business Parks, the Adamstown and Clonburris SDZs and the Liffey Valley Town Centre, of knowledge based Enterprise Centres and Innovation Centres, which complement existing Centres in the County and established larger businesses in the County" and "Support and Facilitate the location in the County, in particular in Grange Castle Business Park, of R&D Centres with programmes and activities that complement the activities of existing businesses and IT Tallaght and NUI Maynooth".

REPORT:
Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated economic development requirements and that development occurs in a co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. Recent reports to Council particularly the County Managers report to the April Meeting sets out Council policy in relation to Enterprise and Employment. The Development Plan will reflect these policies. 

Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the Motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/016/09
MOT (14)

Item ID 18951

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney :
That the County Development Plan includes specific objectives to create the conditions to stimulate/create incentives for economic growth in areas that have been heretofore neglected.

REPORT:
Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated economic development requirements and that development occurs in a co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. Recent reports to Council, particularly the County Managers report to the April Meeting, sets out Council policy in relation to Enterprise and Employment. 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/017/09
MOT (15)

Item ID 18897

It was proposed by Councillor D. Corrigan and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:

That this Council adopts as a policy objective the creation of long-term jobs within the County, with emphasis being placed on the numbers of jobs created within its business parks rather than the rates payable.

REPORT:
Ensuring that enough land will be available to meet anticipated economic development requirements and that development occurs in a co-ordinated manner is central to the Development Plan. Recent reports to Council, particularly the April Meeting, sets out Council policy in relation to Enterprise and Employment. Creation of viable sustainable employment is the central objective of these policies.

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/018/09
MOT (32)

Item ID 19006

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That the development plan considers the provision of policies for truck stops in the County.

REPORT:
It is considered that it is appropriate for the Development Plan to consider policies for truck stops.

Recommendation
That proposed motion should be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/019/09
MOT (39)

Item ID 18954

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That the County Development Plan seeks to develop public transport that links areas of the county in a sustainable/structured way with a focus on the County town.

REPORT:
It is generally agreed that the development of public transport services linking key areas within the County would significantly improve the economy and quality of life in the County.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/020/09
MOT (40)

Item ID 19005

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That the development plan considers public transport facilities in the south west of the County.

REPORT:
It is generally agreed that the development of public transport services linking key areas within the County would significantly improve the economy and quality of life in the County.

Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted.

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/021/09
MOT (41)

Item ID 18903

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor D. Corrigan:

Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That the Manager in preparing the Draft Development Plan prioritises the issue of repairing the damage caused by legal and illegal dumping in the Dublin Mountains and seeks to inhibit future dumping in the mountains.

REPORT:
It is the policy of the Council to eliminate all unauthorised waste disposal within the County and to regulate and control the disposal of all builders rubble arising within the County by developing sustainable recycling and waste minimisation services and infrastructure through on-going co-operation with the construction sector (Policy ES 9). 

It is also the policy of the Council to ensure that all public areas and all areas visible from public places within the County are maintained free of litter. (Policy ES 10). 

The effective enforcement of anti-litter measures and the implementation of remedial works to counteract dumping in the Dublin Mountains are matters to be implemented under the Litter Management Plan 2008, and the current Waste Management Plan. 

Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted. 

The Motion was adopted.
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DP/022/09
MOT (49)

Item ID 18929

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
The Council directs the Manager to incorporate the recommendations in the two Reports of the Planning and Economic Development SPCs, viz on Cul-de-Sacs in Residential Estates, and Planning to Reduce/Ameliorate Anti-Social Behaviour, in the Draft Plan in an appropriate way. 

REPORT:
One of the main themes of the new County Development Plan will be quality of life for all.  This includes accessibility to community facilities, schools, shops, parks, work places etc and will require a new mind-set in relation to permeability, secure and safe connections and sustainable modes of movement.  The new Development Plan will seek to prevent the proliferation of cul-de-sac forms of development in the future through the creation of lively, attractive, permeable and safe streets not conducive to anti-social behaviour.  

RECOMMENDATION:
That this motion be adopted.  

The Motion was adopted.
Motions requiring further consideration were then discussed

DP/023/09
MOT (3)

Item ID 18926

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
Chapter 1 - Strategy
That the Council directs the Manager to insert as an addendum to the second paragraph in the section "Infrastructure-Environmental Services: Recommended Policy Approach" the statement: "In the event that the Government has not published a national climate change adaptation by the time the draft County Development Plan is nearing completion, the Council will formulate its own adaptation strategy, based on best practice in the matter by other local and regional government organisations."

REPORT:
The National Climate Change Strategy 2007 – 2012 states that ‘as part of a comprehensive policy position on climate change, the Government is committed to developing a national adaptation strategy over the next two years. This strategy will provide a framework for the integration of adaptation issues into decision-making at national and local level.’  In accordance with the identified time frame such an adaptation strategy is due during the course of 2009.  If this motion is passed by the Council correspondence will be issued to the Minister as suggested.

South Dublin County Council is currently awaiting the publication of the national policy on adaptation measures to ensure that any potential future adaptation measures taken by the Council will be consistent with national policy.  It should be noted however that this Council has produced its climate change strategy to prevent the need for adaptation, through the taking of mitigation and prevention measures.  While the strategy concentrates on mitigation and prevention it must be recognised that adaptation measures may still be required, and it is proposed that such issues will be considered further on receipt of the national policy on the matter.

Recommendation.

That the Draft Development Plan include relevant policies responding to climate change.

Following contributions from Cllrs. T. McDermott and J. Lahart, Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Planning, responded to issues raised. 

It was agreed that the amended Manager’s recommendation as follows be adopted:
That the Draft Development Plan include relevant policies responding to adapting to climate change.
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DP/024/09
MOT (5)

Item ID 18945

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
Chapter 1 - Strategy
That this plan determines that the present level of zoned land for private housing is adequate.

REPORT:
It is recommended that the direction of the development plan will be towards supporting and facilitating a more consolidated and sustainable urban form, focusing on the development of existing zoned and serviced lands. It is, however, incumbent on the planning authority to provide sufficient lands to support the accommodation of the future county population. 
Recommendation
That the motion be adopted subject to the motion being amended to read 'That this plan determines an adequate level of zoned land for private housing.' 

Following contributions from Cllrs. E. Maloney, T. McDermott, T. Gilligan, S. Crowe, J. Daly, E. Tuffy, D. Corrigan, S. O’Conchuir, M. Murphy and G. O’Connell, Mr. Frank Nevin, Director of Planning, Mr. Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, and Mr. Tom Doherty, Director of Services, responded to the issues raised. 
It was agreed that the following motion be adopted:

That this plan determines that the present level of zoned land for private housing is of adequate supply.
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DP/025/09
MOT (12)

Item ID 18911

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott that:
Chapter 1 - Strategy
Acknowledging both the submissions made at the consultative stage and the subsequent response of the Manager, the members being very conscious of the fact that much of the county was developed quite rapidly and over a relatively short time frame with much of the consolidation being understandably focused in the County capital of Tallaght, direct that Management in preparing the Draft for the Development Plan Review, pay specific and particular attention to the deficit in other parts of the County, especially, but not only, in older communities that now require rejuvenation through the provision of schools (all levels including crèches) and of a wide variety of community facilities for all age groups such as community centres, libraries. Museums, interpretive or visitor centers, places of worship, indoor sport and recreation facilities such as swimming pools and Youth Cafes, outdoor facilities such as children’s play areas, space for outdoor sports, skate parks, and scramble areas for motorcycle and quad enthusiasts.

REPORT:
South Dublin County Council has an extensive programme for the provision of sporting and community facilities, as outlined in the update report by the Community Department to the February Sport- Recreation-Community and Parks SPC, these include all parts of the County. It is envisaged that the Draft Development Plan will have policies in relation to existing communities in the County.
Recommendation
That the Development Plan include policies for the development of existing communities within the County.

Following contributions from Cllrs. G. O’Connell, T. McDermott, E. Tuffy, J. Daly and C. Keane, Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Planning, responded to the issues raised.
It was agreed that the following amended Manager’s Recommendation be adopted:

That the Development Plan include policies for the development of existing communities within the County, that specifically address deficits in community facilities in older existing communities.
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DP/026/09
MOT (16)

Item ID 18928

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
That the Council direct the Manager to include in the Draft Plan guidelines/provisions which will facilitate and support the development of childcare, pre-school and after school, facilities on the same campus as National/Primary Schools or on a site adjoining new school sites. 

REPORT:
Department of the Environment Guidelines on Childcare Facilities advise that Planning Authorities should require the provision of at least one childcare facility with a capacity for 20 children for every 75 dwelling units in new housing areas. The guidelines state that an appropriate location for childcare facilities, among others, is in the vicinity of schools, facilitating parents to make one trip in dropping off school-going children and children attending childcare facilities. This could also facilitate the provision of after school childcare services, thereby taking a sustainable approach to use of built facilities and transportation.

In accordance with these guidelines the policies of the Development Plan will seek to support the provision of crèches and childcare in new developments. The current Development Plan provides for variation in these requirements to be provided, depending on the circumstances, the Council, where appropriate will require smaller developments to pay a development contribution to enable appropriate provision to be made elsewhere.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
 It is recommended that the Draft Development Plan contain policies which relate to the provision and support for childcare, preschool and after care facilities at appropriate locations.

The Manager’s Recommendation was adopted.

DP/027/09
MOT (17)

Item ID 18940

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that:
The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, A Code of Practise for Planning Authorities, the Department of Education and Science and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, July 2008 states that The Department of Education and Science will publish from time to time specific recommendations and standards with regard to suitable locations for schools, including general site development standards.

It is the duty of Planning Authorities under this code of practise to seek to situate new schools within the existing/proposed catchment in a manner that aids ease of access from surrounding areas and encourages sustainable mobility by walking, cycling and public transport.

Planning authorities should also generally base their approach in assessing school site requirements on the Department of Education and Science’s site standards referred to above as well as taking into account other urban design and sustainable development considerations.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
 It is recommended that the Draft Development Plan contain policies which adhere to the Provision of Schools and the Planning System Code of Practise, with particular reference to siting and other urban design and sustainable development considerations. 

Following contributions from Cllrs. D. Keating, T. Ridge and C. Keane, Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Planning, responded to the issues raised.
The motion was put to a vote. The voting was as follows:

In favour of the motion: 
11

Against the motion: 
2

Abstention:


1

The motion was adopted.

The meeting adjourned at 17.00 and resumed at 17.15.

When the meeting resumed The Mayor Councillor Marie Corr had to leave the chamber and The Deputy Mayor Councillor Gus O’Connell chaired the meeting.Bottom of Form

DP/028/09
MOT (19)

Item ID 18893

It was proposed by Councillor D. Corrigan and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
That this Council directs the Manager to specifically define the village settlements of the County into the Development Plan to support and promote the village in line with the definition of urban and town centres and as a strategy for villages to maintain and retain over time their unique heritage and identity.

REPORT:
Chapter 5 of the current Development Plan details the hierarchy of the urban centres within the County and details towns, villages and local centres.  The contents of this chapter will be expanded further to define both urban and rural village settlements within the County.  Urban design policies and objectives will seek to strengthen the unique heritage and identity of existing urban and rural villages.

MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION:
The Development Plan will contain policies referring to both urban and rural villages strengthened by urban design polices and standards and approved planning principles.

Following a contribution from Cllr. D. Corrigan, Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Planning responded to the issues raised.
The following amended Manager’s Recommendation was adopted:
The Development Plan will contain policies referring to both urban and rural villages strengthened by urban design polices and standards and approved planning principles appropriate to village settlements.
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DP/029/09
MOT (31)

Item ID 18894

It was proposed by Councillor D. Corrigan and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That it shall be a policy objective of this Council to encourage sustainable development, with any new planning permissions on existing or undeveloped residential or industrial sites incorporating stringent insulation and energy-efficiency targets while also facilitating the use of renewable technologies for heating and micro-generation of electricity.

REPORT:
More efficient use of energy and the use of renewable technologies for heating and micro-generation of electricity are generally seen to be key components of an emerging climate change adaptation strategy. However, the implementation of higher specification insulation standards are primarily a matter to be administered under building regulations.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted with amendments as follows:

“That it shall be a policy objective of this Council to encourage and promote sustainable development, including the incorporation of higher specification insulation and energy-efficiency standards in all new development while also facilitating the use of renewable technologies for heating and micro-generation of electricity consistent with proper planning and sustainable development".

The Manager’s Recommendation was adopted.
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DP/030/09
MOT (33)

Item ID 18931

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That this Council, in supporting and prioritising the development of indigenous, renewable energy resources within South County Dublin, examines the possibility of designating a highland area of our County, outside the areas of greatest scenic beauty, as being suitable for the production of wind energy and that this be incorporated into the new County Development Plan 2010 - 2016.

REPORT:
It is considered appropriate that all potential sources of renewable energy in the County be examined in the interest of sustainability, and that Development Plan policies should promote the sustainable development of such resources.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted with amendments as follows:

“That this Council, in supporting and prioritising the development of indigenous, renewable energy resources within South County Dublin, includes an objective to examine the possibility of designating a highland area of our County, outside the areas of greatest scenic beauty, as being suitable for the production of wind energy, as part of an overall policy promoting renewable energy to be included in the draft plan.”

The Manager’s Recommendation was adopted.
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DP/031/09
MOT (34)

Item ID 18950

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That the County Development Plan supports and includes specific objectives to develop renewable energy sources.

REPORT:
It is considered appropriate that all potential sources of renewable energy in the County be examined in the interest of sustainability, and that Development Plan policies should promote and facilitate the sustainable development of such resources.

Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted with amendments as follows:

“That the County Development Plan supports the sustainable development of renewable energy resources in the county, and that all potential sources of renewable energy in the County be examined as part of an overall policy to be included in the Draft Development Plan.”

The Manager’s Recommendation was adopted.
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DP/032/09
MOT (35)

Item ID 18955

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That this Council supports and prioritises the development of indigenous, renewable energy resources within South County Dublin. In this context, the new County Development Plan should include an objective for the exploitation of the deep geothermal heat resources available at Newcastle, confirmed as one of the most significant indigenous renewable energy resources that exists in the Greater Dublin area. The exploitation of this natural energy resource should be carried out in the first instance as a pilot project in association with the development of a new sustainable energy efficient community. The development of this energy resource will facilitate the future growth of Newcastle and other areas of the County in a sustainable manner. This pilot project will give a practical expression to section 7.24.4 of the existing Development Plan (2004-2010) regarding renewable energy by identifying Newcastle, or another appropriate area, as a suitable location. In addition, it will demonstrate to employers and potential employers that this County is committed to providing sustainable and renewable energy solutions to industry, thereby attracting new job opportunities to South Dublin.

REPORT:
It is considered appropriate that all potential sources of renewable energy in the County be examined in the interest of sustainability, and that Development Plan policies should promote and facilitate the sustainable development of such resources. 

There are a number of potential locations for the possible development of deep geothermal heat resources identified in the County, all of which need to be examined to identify the most sustainable option.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted with amendments as follows:

“That this Council supports and prioritises the development of indigenous, renewable energy resources within South County Dublin, and that all potential sources of renewable energy in the county, including deep geothermal heat resources identified in the County, be examined as part of an overall policy to be included in the Draft Development Plan.”

Following contributions from Cllrs. R. Dowds, T. Ridge, S. O’Conchuir, D. Corrigan, J. Daly, T. Delaney, C. Keane, T. Gilligan and P. Cosgrave, Mr Frank Nevin, Director of Planning and Mr Colin Ryan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised.

The following amended motion was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Cllr. T. Ridge:

“That this Council supports and prioritises the development of indigenous, renewable energy resources within South County Dublin. In this context, the new County Development Plan should include an objective for the exploitation of the deep geothermal heat resources available within the County, confirmed as one of the most significant indigenous renewable energy resources that exists in the Greater Dublin area. The exploitation of this natural energy resource should be carried out in the first instance as a pilot project in association with the development of a new sustainable energy efficient community. The development of this energy resource will facilitate the future growth areas in the County in a sustainable manner. This pilot project will give a practical expression to section 7.24.4 of the existing Development Plan (2004-2010) regarding renewable energy by identifying appropriate areas as suitable locations. In addition, it will demonstrate to employers and potential employers that this County is committed to providing sustainable and renewable energy solutions to industry, thereby attracting new job opportunities to South Dublin.”

The following amendment was proposed by Cllr T McDermott:
“That this Council supports and prioritises the development of indigenous, renewable energy resources within South County Dublin. In this context, the new County Development Plan should include an objective for the exploitation of the deep geothermal heat resources available within the County, confirmed as one of the most significant indigenous renewable energy resources that exists in the Greater Dublin area. The exploitation of this natural energy resource should be carried out in association with the development of a sustainable energy efficient community. The development of this energy resource will facilitate the future growth areas in the County in a sustainable manner. This pilot project will give a practical expression to section 7.24.4 of the existing Development Plan (2004-2010) regarding renewable energy by identifying appropriate areas as suitable locations. In addition, it will demonstrate to employers and potential employers that this County is committed to providing sustainable and renewable energy solutions to industry, thereby attracting new job opportunities to South Dublin.”

As the amendment was not seconded it could not be considered.

The amended motion was put to a roll call vote. The voting resulted as follows:

For Cllr Dowds amended Motion:

Councillors: Brophy ,Cosgrave, Daly, Delaney, Dowds, Gilligan, Hannon, Keane, Keating, King, Maloney, Murphy, Neville, O’Connell, Ridge.
In favour of amended motion: 
15

Against: Councillors: Corrigan, Mc Dermott, O’Conchuir.

Against amended motion: 

 3

The amended motion was adopted.
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DP/033/09
MOT (36)

Item ID 18895

It was proposed by Councillor D. Corrigan and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That it shall be a policy objective of this Council to work towards self sufficiency in electricity production, primarily from renewable sources, with specific targets being set to achieve this goal through the identification of sites that will maximise such a strategic objective.

REPORT:
The potential for self sufficiency in electricity production in South Dublin County, primarily from renewable sources, is not known, and would require examination having regard to the renewable energy resources of the county and to any constraints there may be on development of any such resources.

Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted with amendments as follows:

“That the County Development Plan supports the sustainable development of renewable energy resources in the county with a view to maximising electricity production from renewable sources, and that all potential sources of renewable energy in the county be examined as part of an overall policy to be included in the draft development plan.”

The Manager’s Recommendation was adopted.
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DP/034/09
MOT (37)

Item ID 18952

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor T. Delaney:
Chapter 7 - Infrastructure
That the County Development Plan has a specific aim of creating public wifi zones in and around all public buildings in the County.

REPORT:
Appropriate policies on communications including wireless will be included in the Draft County Development Plan.

 Manager’s Recommendation:
It is recommended that the motion be adopted with amendments as follows:

“That the County Development Plan supports the aim of creating public wifi zones in and around all public buildings in the County, as part of a policy to promote the wider availability of appropriate modern information technology in the county.”

The Manager’s Recommendation was adopted.

It was agreed that the adjourned meeting to consider the Development Plan would be held at 15.30 on Thursday 30th April 2009.

The meeting concluded at 18.33.
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