COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 06th April 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	King, C.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E

	Corrigan, D.
	McDermott, T.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Murphy, M.


	Crowe, S.
	Neville, J.

	Daly, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connor, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keane, C.
	Warren, K.

	Keating, D.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, F. Coffey, T. Walsh, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, B. Coman, N. Comerford

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, P. Murphy, H. Hogan, J. Quinlivan, A. Jacob, E O’ Gorman

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr presided.

 H1/0409
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th March 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.


The Mayor Councillor M. Corr, with the agreement of the Members agreed to consider Headed Item 8 out of sequence as follows:
H8/0409
ANNUAL REPORT OF SDCC AUDIT COMMITTEE
The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr introduced the Chairperson of the Audit Committee, Mr. Gerry Lynch, FCA, MBA, Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital incorporating the National Children’s Hospital, who presented the Annual Report 2008 of the Audit Committee.

“Audit Committee Annual Report to South Dublin County 
Council Meeting 
9th March, 2009

Background

Circular Finance 11/07 outlines that the scale, complexity and diversity of local 
government business, allied to the need for transparency and accountability in regard 
to the performance of each authority, serve to highlight the importance of regularly 
reviewing the effectiveness of internal and operational controls. 

Internal Audit (I.A.) – Definition and role 

The circular defined Internal Audit as an independent appraisal function established 
by the Management of the council for the review of the internal control systems as a 
service to the organisation. It objectively examines, evaluates and reports on the 
adequacy of internal controls as a contribution to the proper, economic, effective and 
efficient use of resources.

 
I.A. is responsible for giving assurance to the manager on the existence, adequacy 
and effectiveness of the Council’s internal control and risk Management systems. It 
also assists line managers by evaluating and reporting on the elements of the internal 
Control systems for which they are responsible and making recommendations for 
improvement where necessary. Line management has full responsibility for the 
establishment and maintenance of the internal control systems. 


 Internal Control was defined as the whole system of controls, financial and 
otherwise, established by Management in order to carry on the business of the 
Council in an orderly and efficient manner, ensure adherence to Management 
policies, safeguard the assets and secure, as far as possible the completeness and 
accuracy of records.


Report from Audit Committee:
 
The South Dublin County Council Audit Committee was established by resolution of 
the Council on the 8th October, 2007.  The Committee consists of seven members, 
four external and three Councillors as follows:


 External Members:

Mr. Gerry Lynch, FCA, MBA, (Chair) Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital 
incorporating the National Children’s Hospital


Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology Tallaght 


Mr. Niall Murphy, President, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce


Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, New Mark Solutions (Nominee of South Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce)


 Elected Members:

Cllr.  John Hannon


Cllr. Guss O’ Connell


Cllr.  Shane O’ Connor


 Audit Committee Charter

The audit committee operates under a charter which was adopted by the Council at 
its meeting of 08 October 2007.  


 Schedule of Meetings

In accordance with circular Fin 11/2007 four meetings were organised during 2008 as 
follows:


21st February (Inaugural Meeting)


16th June


16th September


16th December (Quorum not reached)


 The minutes of the meetings are available for reading.

 
Audit Committee Work Programme
· Strategic Audit Plan September 2008/2011

At the September meeting a strategic audit plan 2008/2011 was adopted by the 
Committee.


 Objective

The objective of the plan is to set priorities for Internal Audit over the three year 
period and to guide the preparation of annual audit plans which will support the 
Council in achieving it’s priorities in the medium term. It would also enable Internal 
Audit to fulfil its role as an independent objective, assurance and consulting function. 


 Work Programme

At the September 2008 meeting a  work programme was agreed by the Committee to 
cover the period up to and including June 2009.  The work programme was 
developed in the context of the three cluster groups on which Management is 
structured.

1.  Managing Organisational change 

2. Planning and delivery of the County’s Built environment 

3. Quality of Life


The initial emphasis was on the management of the Council’s resources covering 
customer focus, innovation, inter-agency working, infrastructural development, 
quality of life and social inclusion etc.   


 The Committee is of the opinion that the initial work programme is sufficiently 
comprehensive, wide-ranging and complies with the requirements of Circular FIN 
11/07 in relation to the Functions of an Audit Committee, which are -:


o       review financial and budgetary reporting practices and procedures within a 
local authority,


o       foster the development of best practice in the internal audit function,


o       review auditors’ reports and special reports and assess follow-up action by 
management,


o       assess and promote efficiency and value for money,


o       review risk management systems, and


o       make such recommendations to the authority as the committee considers 
appropriate in relation to the foregoing.


 Conclusion

It can be confirmed that the Committee has not become aware during the course of 
year of any adverse instances occurring in the financial / operational management of 
Council activities. 


The Committee wishes to thank the County Manager and his Management team for 
their cooperation during the course of the year and in particular for their detailed 
presentations to the Committee meetings during the course of the year.  


 As Chairperson of the Committee, I wish to express my gratitude to Ms. Nuala 
Comerford, internal Auditor Mr. Abe Jacob, Acting Manger of Corporate Services for 
their exceptional support in assisting me in organising and Chairing the Committee in 
its inaugural year. 


 G.A. Lynch FCA, MBA.

Chairperson of Committee”
  
The report was NOTED.


REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2a/0409
REPORT OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE   (1) - 3RD MARCH 2009  DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



H2b/0409
REPORT  OF  TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM  AREA COMMITTEE (2)  - 10TH MARCH 2009    DEALING WITH  COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING 


The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED: 
“Application for Grants

An application for grant aid under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, 
in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	1821
	Ballyroan Bowling Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	06/02/09
	€3,000.00



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

There are no applications for grant aid under the Council’s Arts Scheme. 


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor C. Keane, and 
RESOLVED:- 


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Cllr T. McDermott 
and RESOLVED:



“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin 
County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham  Area Committee (2)  - 10th March 
2009 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2c/0409
REPORT OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH MARCH 
2009   DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d/0409
REPORT OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23RD MARCH 
     
2009   DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & 
    

PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2e/0409
REPORT OF LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 
18TH MARCH 2009  DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, 
PLANNING, HOUSING, ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2f/0409
REPORT OF LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) -  

24TH MARCH 2009 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY 
(1 REPORT - COMMUNITY  GRANTS),  CORPORATE
SERVICES & 
LIBRARIES (1 REPORT - EMERGENCY MOTION  - HONORARY 
FREEDOM OF COUNTY - BERNARD DUNNE)

Bernard Dunne

It was unanimously agreed to refer the motion to the next meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee in accordance with the prescribed protocol.


The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:


“Community Grants 

Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out 
hereunder, are recommended for approval:
	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	GF1812
	St. Mary's Parish Centre, Lucan
	Upgrading of Single Interest Facility
	19/12/2008
	€7,500

	GF1822
	Lucan Saint Patricks Day Parade
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide interest
	10/02/2009
	€2,000

	GF1815
	Lucan Boxing Club
	Major Equipment
	08/12/2008
	€1,500



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

There are no applications under this heading.

Mr. W. Shiels, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
contributions as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
Bottom of Form


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Cllr T. Ridge and 
RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin 
County Council Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (2) -  24th March 2009
2009 – (i) Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H3/0409
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND 

FINANCE COMMITTEE
The following reports, which had been circulated, were presented by Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, and were CONSIDERED:

H4a/0409
Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates
Ms M. Maguire drew the Members’ attention to the changes agreed at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting regarding the scheduling of the Area Committees and the re-scheduling of the Strategic Policy Committees as agreed with the Chairspersons as follows:

“DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

4th May -26th June  2009

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 4th  May
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Tues. 5th May
	Traffic Management Meeting (Briefing)
Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 

Roads, Planning, Development, Parks, & Corporate & Library Services

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment & Housing

Environment Strategic Policy Committee


	2.15 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	21/04/09

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)

21/04/09

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

31/03/09

Business to Director of Environment

	Wed. 6th May
	
	
	

	Thurs. 7th May
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	02/04/09

Business to Director of Roads 

	Fri. 8th May
	
	 
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 29/04/09

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11th May 
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	27/04/09

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12th May
	Audit Committee Meeting


	5.30 p.m. – 7.30p.m
	Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Wed. 13th May
	Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	08/04/09

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 14th May
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	09/04/09

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 15th May
	Joint Policing Committee Meeting
	3.00p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18th May
	Traffic Management Meeting (Briefing)
Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Community & Housing

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development, Parks, & Corporate & Library Services


	2.15 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	05/05/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

05/05/09

Business to SEO Housing Department

*Planning file requests to be received by 12/05/09

	Tues. 19th May


	
	
	

	Wed. 20th May


	Traffic Management Meeting (Briefing)
Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Parks, Planning, Housing & Roads

Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Community, & Corporate & Library Services

Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	2.15 p.m. – 2.30p.m.

2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.

5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.


	07/05/09

Business to SEO Planning Department

*Planning file requests to be received by 14/05/09

07/05/09

Business to SEO Planning Department

17/04/09

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 21st May
	
	
	

	Fri. 22nd  May
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25th May
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	22/04/09

Business to Director of Community Services Department

	Tues. 26th May
	 
	
	

	Wed. 27th May
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 28th May


	
	
	

	Fri. 29th May
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/05/09

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 1st June
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Tues. 2nd June


	
	
	

	Wed. 3rd June


	
	
	

	Thurs. 4th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 5th June
	POLLING DAY
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 8th June


	
	
	

	Tues. 9th June
	
	
	

	Wed. 10th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 11th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 12th June
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th  June
	
	
	

	Tues. 16th June
	
	
	

	Wed. 17th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 18th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 19th June
	Annual / Inaugural County Council Meeting
	3.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd June
	
	
	

	Tues. 23rd June


	
	
	

	Wed. 24th June


	
	
	

	Thurs. 25th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 26th June
	
	
	




At the OP&F meeting on 19/03/09 and the April CPG it was agreed that, in order to 

facilitate the Members busy schedule:


Area Committee Meetings:

· .Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committees (1) & (2) both to be held on Tues. 5th May, commencing at 2.30 p.m. and finishing at 5.30. 

· Tallaght Area Committees (1) & (2) both to be held on Mon. 18th May, commencing at 2.30 p.m. and finishing at 5.30.  

· Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committees (1) & (2) both to be held on Wed. 20th May, commencing at 2.30 p.m. and finishing at 5.30.  

SPC Meetings:  

· Arts, Culture, Gaeilge


27th April 2009 @5.30pm
                       

· Planning & Ec. Development 
28th April 2009 after LCACM in 






Tallaght 
· Sports & Recreation 


29th April 2009 @5.30pm

· Housing & Social  


6th May 2009 @5.30pm

· Transportation


7th May 2009 @ 5.30pm

· Environment  



Special meeting held already on 






30th March 2009”
    
 It was agreed to mark the retirement of the current council after the May 



Council meeting and in particular to mark the retirement of those Councillors 


who are not seeking re-election.

H4b/0409
Report on Conferences

“The Following report was presented to the members at the Organisation, 
Procedure and Finance  Committee Meeting held on the 22nd January 2009

 “Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization 
of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad.  Listed below are 
conferences which have been notified to us to date.  Members who have expressed 
an interest in attending these conferences are also listed: 

HOME CONFERENCES 2009  FROM  MARCH 

	NAME
	HOST
	VENUE
	DATE
	COUNCILLORS ATTENDING
	FEE

	All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities 

Forum for a Nuclear Future 
	All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities Forum 
	Carrickdale Hotel,

Dundalk,

Co. Louth
	13th March 2009

10 a.m. – 1.30 p.m.
	
	No Fee Advised 

	Planning and Development Control Seminar for Councillors
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Glenlo Abbey  Hotel,

Bushypark,

Co Galway
	20th -22nd March 2009
	Cllr. C. Keane
	€245

	The Economic & Social Benefits of Preserving our Cultural Heritage
	Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre
	The Listowel Arms Hotel,

 Listowel,

Co. Kerry


	26th -27th March 2009
	Cllr. J Neville

Cllr. C. King 

Cllr. Sean Crowe
	€200

	Sustaining Rural Development

Optimising Resources in a Pessimistic Climate
	Mitchelstown Forum
	Fir Grove Hotel,

Mitchelstown,

Co. Cork
	27th -28th March 2009
	
	€200

	National Tidy Towns Conference


	Mayo County Council
	Knockranny House Hotel,

Westport,

Co. Mayo
	27th March 2009
	
	€70

	BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference
	Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly
	Abbey Hotel,

Roscommon
	2nd  April 2009
	
	€100

	Association of County and  City Councils

Annual Conference
	Association of County and  City Councils


	Ormonde Hotel

Kilkenny
	2nd -3rd April 2009 
	Cllr.  J Daly
	€225

	Public Relations and the  Media


	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	3rd -5th April 2009
	
	€245

	Environmental Conference
	Superior Training
	Kilashee Hotel,

Naas,

Co. Kildare
	4th -5th April 2009
	
	€195

	LAMA Conference

NEW
	Local Authorities Members Association
	Heritage Hotel,

Portlaoise,

Co. Laois
	16th – 17th April 2009
	
	

	Alcohol and Drug Abuse


	Kadenza Consultancies
	Eccles Hotel,

Glengarriff,

Co. Cork
	15th -17th May 2009
	
	€245

	Supporting Family Carers

Local Government Role
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Bellingham Castle,

Castlebellingham,

Co. Louth


	29th -31st May 2009
	
	€245



CONFERENCES ABROAD 2009 FROM  MARCH

	Time for High Speed Rail?

	Transport Times 

London
	CBI Conference Centre, Centre Point, London 
	25th March 2009
	Closed 

	IFHP Conference 

Tourism - Current and Future Challenges for Urban Development
	International Federation of Housing and Planning
	Milkulov ,

Czech Republic 
	24th -27th May 2009
	24th April 2009

	15th Velo City Conference international Cycling Conference
	Velo City
	Brussels
	12th -15th May 2009


	9th April 2009

	European Social Services Network Conference

Quality and Performance in Social Services in Europe
	European Social Services Network
	Prague 
	22nd -24th June 2009
	24th May 2009

	IFHP World Congress 

Urban Technology 

Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
	International Federation of Housing and Planning
	Berlin
	5th -9th September
	9th August 2009




The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home and 


abroad 
from 22nd January 2009 to date:
	Name 


	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Attended by
	Conference Fee

	The Local Government Planning Service
	Superior Training 
	Granville Hotel,

Waterford
	23rd – 25th  January 2009
	Cllr. D. Keating
	€245

	Antrim Tourism Conference
	Antrim Tourism Council

Clare Tourism Council
	Dunadry Hotel,

Antrim
	23rd – 24th January  2009
	Cllr C. Jones
	€245

	Effective Communications for Councillors
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Clonlea Hotel,

Clonlea,

Dungarvan,

Co. Waterford
	30th January – 1st February 2009
	Cllr. J. Daly

Cllr. E. Walsh

Cllr. T. Delaney 
	€245

	Merriman Winter School
	Cumann Merriman 
	Meyrick  Hotel 

Galway
	6th – 8th February 2009
	Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr. C. Brophy

Cllr. J. Neville 

Cllr. K. Warren 
	€60

	AMAI Annual Conference
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Clanree Hotel,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	 13th -14th February 2009
	Cllr. C. King 

Cllr. S Crowe

Cllr.  J Daly 

Cllr. C. Keane

Cllr. K. Warren

Cllr. M. Corr
	€200

	Reform of Government North and South
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Bellingham Castle,

Castlebellingham,

Co. Louth


	20th -21st February 2009
	Cllr. M. Corr 

Cllr. C. Keane 

Cllr. C. Jones
	€195

	Freedom of Information Conference
	TJK Conferences
	Patrick Punch Hotel,

Limerick
	20th -21st February 2009
	Cllr. J. Daly

Cllr. D. Keating
	€150

	International Local Government Convention
	The Good Conference Company
	INEC Killarney
	3rd -6th March 2009
	Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr. S. Crowe

Cllr. C. King 
	€265

	Rattoo Heritage Environmental Conference 
	The Rattoo Heritage Society
	Golf Hotel Ballybunion
	4th -8th March 2009
	Cllr. J. Daly

Cllr D. 
	€265

	Climate Change Conference
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Raheen Hotel,

Clonmel
	6th -8th March 2009
	Cllr. E. Walsh

Cllr. T. Delaney
	€245



As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to 
pass the following resolution:


 “In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 
attendance 
by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby 
authorized”.”
The report was NOTED.

H4c/0409
Polling Arrangements
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. T. Walsh, Head of Corporate Services and was CONSIDERED:


“Polling Arrangements


REPORT:

The following supplementary report was presented to the OP&F meeting held on 19th 
March 2009  


"It is customary as part of any preparation of a proposed draft Polling Scheme to 
engage in a pre - public consultation process with elected members and the County 
Registrar. 


The following meetings / updates were scheduled:


·        County Registrar – Wednesday 18th March 2009


·        Elected members – OP&F Meeting, Thursday 19th March 2009


The process undertaken to date was discussed at length with the County Registrar at 
yesterday’s meeting.  There was consensus at that meeting that the primary 
objective for both the council and the County Registrar is to make suitable 
arrangements for the taking of the poll in the June 2009 Local Elections, particularly 
in light of the publication of the report of the Dublin & Cities Electoral Area 
Boundary Committee Report.


As the report has resulted in minimal changes to the polling arrangements over those 
in place at the 2008 Referendum, the County Registrar has recommended that the 
making of a new Polling Scheme, which should encompass a major review of polling 
arrangements in large new urban areas ie Adamstown, be deferred until after the 
next Referendum.


Accordingly the amendments to polling arrangements proposed for the taking of the 
June poll are outlined hereunder and you are asked to consider these amendments in 
Isolation of the making of a full formal Polling Scheme"


It was AGREED that the priority should be to ensure polling arrangements for the 
taking of the poll at the Local Elections in June 2009 are put in place as expediently 
as possible.  Having regard to the extensive work and timeframe associated with the 
making of a new Polling Scheme it was AGREED to RECOMMEND that the making of 
a new scheme be deferred until after the Lisbon (2) Referendum in Autumn 2009.  It 
was also agreed to RECOMMEND that where possible dual electors ie Local and By-
Election be facilitated at a common polling place, and that suitable arrangements are 
made to ensure polling places are fully accessible.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor J. Hannon who emphasized that electors should be accommodated at polling places where they live.

Ms. T. Walsh responded to the Cllr Hannon’s query.

The report was NOTED.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee 19th March 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H5/0409
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q14 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor P. Cosgrave


To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on what remedial works have 
been done and to be done to prevent further flooding at Glenvara Park and 
Castlefield Court /Castlefield Way. 

REPLY:

Following two surface water flooding incidents in August and September 2008 in 
Glenvara and Castlefield Estates, South Dublin County Council's Drainage 
Maintenance Section carried out a thorough investigation of the 1,050mm culvert that 
carries the Ballycullen stream through both estates down to the Dodder River at the 
rear of Mount Carmel Park and into which all surface water from both estates drains.  
Two buried and damaged manholes were found in the green parkland area at the 
bottom of Glenvara Park.  These were repaired, unblocked, and cleaned out and the 
inlet and outlet sewers were also cleaned out.  Additional gulley’s were installed at 
the bottom of the cul de sac in Glenvara Park beside the green area to drain into 
the culvert.  Since this work was carried out, there has been no problems with the 
surface water system in either Glenvara or Castlefield Estates.


The flooding incident in early February 2009 related the foul sewerage system.  In 
Glenvara and Castlefield Estates the main sewer comes from Hunterswood, Dal 
Riada, Woodstown Estates etc. through both Castlefield and Glenvara Estates and 
into the big trunk sewer, Dodder Valley Sewer, near the Dodder River.  Due to 
misconnections and infiltration of surface water into the foul sewerage system the 
foul system was at full capacity during the snowy weather in early February 2009 
resulting in the sewerage backing up and blocking some of the smaller sewers which 
overflowed into gardens and roads.  Ongoing investigations are continuing to try and 
identify areas where surface water may be getting into the foul sewerage system 
upstream of both estates.
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Q2/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager can he give a breakdown per area and location the 
numbers of one bed, two bed, three bed and four beds of social and 
voluntary housing that are currently being constructed in the county and 
their proposed completion dates?



REPLY:


The following is a breakdown per area and location the numbers of one 
bed, two bed, three bed and four beds of social and voluntary housing that 
are currently being constructed in the county and their proposed 
completion dates.


Schemes On Site

	SCHEME
	Number + Breakdown of Units
	Anticipated Completion Date

	TERENURE / RATHFARNHAM 
	
	

	Whitechurch Phase 5
	4 x 3 bed – 2 Storey

3 x 2 bed – 1 Storey -(Specially Adapted)


	2nd Quarter 2009

	Whitechurch Phase 4


	2 x 4 bed – 2 Storey -(Specially Adapted)

1 x 3 bed – 1 Storey - (Specially Adapted)
	2nd Quarter 2009

	Stocking Lane (Part V - CIRCLE)
	20 x 2 bedroom apartments

20 x 3 bedroom duplex apartments
	2010

	College Drive (Part V -  FOLD)
	21 x 1 Bed Apartments

2 x 2 Bed  


	2nd Quarter 2009

	TALLAGHT
	
	

	Fortunestown B Phase 1
	4 x 4 bed – 3 Storey House (7 person)

47 x 3 bed –3 Storey House

35 x 2 bed –2 Storey House

2 x 4 bed – Duplex Apart Ground Floor

4 x 3 bed – Duplex Apart Ground Floor

6 x 2 bed – 2nd Floor Apart

6 x 2 bed – Ground Floor Apart -1 specially adapted

5 x 2 bed – 1st Floor Apartment

1 x 1 bed – 2nd Floor Apartment


	2nd Quarter 2009 

	Kilcarrig Phase 3
	16 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (4 Person)

5 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)
4 x 5 Person, 3 Bed, 1.5 Storey(Spec Adapt)
2 x 2 Bed – G F Apt(3 Person) + 2 x 3 Bed -Duplex (5 Person)
7 x 2 Bed – G F Apt (3 Person)

4 x 2 Bed – First Floor Apt (4 Person)
3 x 3 Bed – First Floor Apt (4 Person)


	2nd Quarter 2009

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	2 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey Apt (3 Person)

1 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey Duplex Apt (3 Person)

1 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey Duplex (5 Person)

1 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey (3 Person)

1 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey (3 Person)

4 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)

18 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)

4 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey (3 Person)


	3rd Quarter 2010

	Castletymon
	18 x 2 Bed – 2 Storey (4 Person)

14 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)


	1st Quarter 2010

	Avonbeg Phase 4
	1 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey house (4 Person) - (Specially Adapt)

2 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey house (6 Person)

2 x 2 Bed – GF/FF Duplex Apt (4 Person)

2 x 1 Bed – 2nd Floor Apt (2 Person)


	1st Quarter 2010

	Greenhills Road Part V
	5 x 1 bed Apartments

3 x 2 beds Apartments


	2nd Quarter 2009

	Bank Site, Rathcoole Part V
	2 x 2 Bed GF Apt

2 x 2 Bed FF Apt


	4th Quarter 2009 

	Springfield Respond
	15 x 3 bed apartment

48 x 2 bed apartment

106 x 1 bed apartment

12 x Group Houses

9 x Short term Housing


	3rd Quarter 2010

	Arena Court (Whitestown Way) Part V (Fold HA)
	9 x 1 bed Units

23 x 2 bed Units

3 x 3 bed units


	2nd Quarter 2009

	LUCAN / CLONDALKIN
	
	

	Airlie Heights
	2 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey (3 Person) (All specially Adapted)

3 x 3 Bed – 1.5 Storey (5 Person) (All specially Adapted)


	4th Quarter 2009

Possibly June / July

	Oldchurch
	1 x 4 Bed – 3 Storey (7 Person)

1 x 3 Bed – 1.5 Storey (5 Person)  (Specially Adapted)

1 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)

1 x 2 Bed – 1Cottage (3 Person)


	4th Quarter 2009



	Harelawn Phase 2
	6 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (4 Person)

3 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person)

1 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey (5 Person) (possible spec adapted)
2 x 3 Bed – 1.5 Storey (5 Person) (Specially Adapted)
3 x 2 Bed – 1 Storey G F apt (3 Person)  

3 x 3 Bed – 2 Storey 1st floor apt (5 Person)


	4th Quarter 2009



	Newcastle Lyons Part V
	17 X 3 bedroom 2 storey house

3 X 3 bed Duplex apartment

2 X 2 bed Duplex apartment

3 x 2 bed apt

4 X 2 bed house

2 X 1 bed apartment 


	2nd Quarter 2009

	Orchard Road Clondalkin (Cowans)


	4 x 2 bedroom apartments

3 x 1 bedroom apartments
	2nd Quarter 2009

	The Paddocks, Adamstown (Part V)
	4 x 2 bedroom houses
	4 in 2009



	Kilcronan - NABCO
	3 x 1 bedroom apartments

26 x 2 bedroom apartments

1 x 3 bedroom house

2 x 3 bedroom apartments
	April 2009

	Kilcronan – CLUID
	1 x 2storey 3 bed house

1 x 1storey 3 bed house
	April 2009


Q3/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the widespread appearance of graffiti on 
public and private property throughout the county will he agree to establish a 
fora to discuss with interested parties including youth community and 
political representatives, new ideas or measures to help eliminate this 
problem?

REPLY:

The Council provides a number of responses to graffiti as outlined below:


The Council’s Environmental Services Department provide resources for graffiti 
removal by the Anti-Graffiti Team and/or private contractors as well as engaging with 
the Probation Services in a pilot graffiti-removal project.  Over 400 graffiti removals 
were carried out by the Anti-Graffiti Team/contractors/Probation Services in the 
County in 2008. The Anti-Litter Wardens engage in information and enforcement 
action which included the service of notices to enforce graffiti removal where 
appropriate although fines/prosecutions are difficult to secure for those engaging in 
graffiti because of the need to have sufficient evidence to support such actions.  The 
Environmental Awareness Team supplements the removal and enforcement 
actions by providing both information and funding for graffiti prevention and 
awareness projects to both community groups and schools.


The Housing Estate Management Section contributes annually to the budget of the 
Anti-Graffiti Team and also, where the graffiti is offensive, the Estate Management 
team may fund the cost of its removal as a priority.  The Estate Management team 
work with R.A.P.I.D. co-ordinators in identifying and agreeing locations within 
designated R.A.P.I.D. areas for removal of graffiti under the Graffiti Reduction 
Programme.  In addition youth groups participate in urban art projects aimed at 
reducing/eliminating graffiti which are run by Estate Management.  


The planting of hedging and climbing plants along visually prominent boundary walls 
fronting roads and open space areas as a deterrent to graffiti is carried out on an 
ongoing basis by Parks Department.


Graffiti is also considered as part of the Joint-Policing Committee and it was 
previously agreed at this forum that a sub-committee to deal with graffiti responses 
would duplicate the initiatives already in place.
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Q4/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager if can give an updated report regarding the ongoing 
problems regarding the issuing of a lease /licence to groups in  Community  
based Centres throughout the County, if a full list has now been drawn up, 
what groups, if any, have been issued a lease /licence since a motion was 
passed by this Council, if has he been in communication with all the groups 
involved,and can he outline in the report what new procedures or additional 
resources or measures  he has taken to resolve this lengthy delay?

REPLY: 

Following recent report to Council regarding the issue of leases/licences to 
Community Projects, work has been ongoing in progressing matters in this area.


Attached below is a summary schedule outlining current position. There has been a 
particular emphasis as requested by the members to ensure that any outstanding 
monies to Community Groups are made available to them as quickly as possible. 


In this regard, the requirements of the relevant funding agencies are being examined 
in conjunction with the Groups/Organisations concerned as in some cases, the grant 
of a lease or licence in itself is not sufficient for this purpose and a Deed of Charge or 
Deed of Undertaking may be required from the Council, as landowner.


There are a variety of matters to be progressed in the case of some of the facilities; 
some of these require a legal procedure, some require a response from another 
body, and some are being handled by the Council itself.


The Council’s Community Department arranged a special seminar which the 
management of all the community facilities were invited to attend. This seminar 
afforded them the opportunity to voice their concerns and grievances on issues such 
as leases/ licences, as well as articulating and sharing what particular activities they 
are providing that are working well; in addition, it was proposed to set up a network 
of community facilities to allow the management of the facilities to contact their 
peers and share problems and possible solutions. It is expected that this will also 
facilitate a consistency of approach in the provision of community facilities and will 
help to disseminate good ideas as well as to combine resources where appropriate, 
and to make the optimum use of the facilities provided.    


Every effort is being made by the Council to prioritise the work involved in this case 
and members will be kept updated on progress.


Subject: Community Licence/Leases.

CARP 

HSE Solicitors require a Deed of charge for the building of the CARP Centre which is 
on Council owned land. Documentation awaited from HSE’s Solicitor.

 
The full grant aid has been paid to CARP by the HSE.


JADD  


HSE Solicitors require a Deed of charge for the building of the JADD Centre which is 
on Council owned land. Documentation awaited from HSE’s Solicitor.

 
No monies outstanding to JADD. 


St Aengus Community Action Group  


HSE Solicitors require a Deed of charge for the building of a Centre which is on 
Council owned land. Recent request from HSE –Documentation will require to be 
submitted by HSE’s Solicitor.


The full grant aid has been paid to the group by the HSE.


St. Dominic's Community Response Project 


 A draft Management License has been issued to the group and the Community 
Department is waiting for a response.

 
No monies outstanding


St Mary’s Boxing Club 


Terms issued for grant of a Management License -  No response from Boxing Club. 


No monies outstanding


Jobstown Childcare 


The Lease has been being processed and signed by the Childcare Committee. 


No monies outstanding


Brookfield Crèche 


A lease has been given to The Shanty Education Project Ltd to manage the Childcare 
facility in Brookfield. 


Crèche recently opened for business.


Killinarden Community Centre 


Funding (€100,000) approved by Pobal for construction of Centre extension - €90,000 
paid to date and extension completed.


Follow up being undertaken with Pobal regarding their correspondence of 3rd Mar.’09 
to Killinarden Community Council relating to drawdown of balance of funding. Every 
effort will be made to resolve remaining matters.


 €100,000 also approved by Dept of Arts, Sports & Tourism for upgrading of all-
weather pitch – correspondence recently received from Dept. requesting 
documentation to release funding and follow up as necessary being arranged by both 
Community Centre and Council – no difficulties are anticipated.


An Cosan

Revised lease issued to the Project’s Solicitors on 4/12/08 – response received 30-3-
09- further queries raised.


Fettercairn Community Centre

€250,000 approved by Dept. of Arts, Sport & Tourism in respect of extension to 
Community Centre. Extension completed. Correspondence from Dept. requesting 
documentation including Deed of Covenant & Charge to enable Council to draw down 
funds.


No monies outstanding to Centre.


Kilnamanagh AFC –All weather pitches at Treepark Road

Deed of Covenant and Charge entered into between Council and Minister for Arts 
Sport and Tourism to facilitate draw down of grant monies by Club –Building Licence 
issued and works underway.


Tallaght Athletic Club & St. Maelruan’s FC

Council commissioned the construction of the Clubhouses for above Clubs as part of 
consideration for sale of an adjoining site. Management Licences to be issued to 
Clubs. No monies outstanding to Clubs in respect of these facilities.


St. Colmcille’s Way, Knocklyon-  Dressing room facility
 
Deed of Covenant and Charge entered into between Council and Minister for Arts 
Sport and Tourism to facilitate draw down of grant monies by Club – Club in 
occupation -Management Licence to be issued to regularize use of facility.


Council not aware if any monies outstanding to Club.


Perrystown/Manor Estate Community Centre, Limekiln Lane

Manortown UTD & Robert Emmett GAA Club propose to refurbish/extend existing 
centre which is subject of Management Licence to Perrystown & Manor Combined 
Residents Association. The Council as landowner has agreed to enter into a Deed of 
Covenant and Charge with Minister for Arts Sport and Tourism to facilitate draw down 
of grant monies by Clubs. Final draft of Deed has recently been forwarded to Chief 
State Solicitor's Office for approval and completion.


Neilstown Boxing Club 


Part 8 Approved and tender documentation for project under preparation.Subject to 
ongoing review of draft Capital Programme and identification of necessary funding for 
project. The Department of Arts Sport & Tourism will require a Deed of Covenant and 
Charge before approved grant money can be drawn down. 


Griffeen Centre Lucan 


Castlethorn Construction as a planning requirement is awaiting agreement to their 
proposed draft lease. Law Dept currently preparing response to issues raised..


Mill Lane, Palmerstown -  Palmerstown Rangers Pavilion

Terms for lease approved by Council in 1997 – The Club has indicated that they are 
not in position to deliver on the original terms and are seeking revised terms.


Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown Utd- Site for Clubhouse

Terms for lease approved by Council. Agreement reached between Club and 
adjoining St.Patrick's GAA Club to share car-park constructed on Council land by the 
GAA Club. Building Licence issued and work commenced on site in Feb’09. Deed of 
Covenant and Charge being entered into between Council and Minister for Arts Sport 
and Tourism to facilitate draw down of grant monies by Club. Deed forwarded to 
Chief State Solicitor's Office in Feb '09 for completion.


Gaels Field, Ballyfermot – Ballyfermot De La Salle GAA Club -Dressingroom 
facility

Terms agreed for Management Licence Jan 09.  Mapping & Legal formalities to be 
finalised. 


 Ballyowen Park South Dublin Football League - site for all weather pitch

Planning permission granted December 08.Terms to be agreed for lease and Deed of 
Charge & Covenant to be entered into between Council and Minister for Arts Sport 
and Tourism to facilitate draw down of grant monies by Club. Meeting held with Reps 
of Club 27/03/'09 to agree next steps.
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Q5/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager if he can confirm that South Dublin County Council has 
new responsibilities regarding the monitoring  of private landlords and their  
up keep of the properties following new  guidelines from the Department of 
the Environment, Heritage and Local Government?


B) what new resources have been allocated to monitor private properties in the 
South Dublin County Council area?


C) What Department covers this section and who heads up this section?


D) What staff if any have been allocated to this task?


E) Have warnings or fines been given in relation to these guidelines and 
where?

REPLY:

The inspection of private rented properties under the Housing (Standards for Rented 
Houses) Regulations 1993 and-- since 1st February 2009-- the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 is the responsibility of all Local Housing 
Authorities. In this council it is managed by the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS) Unit.  This arrangement has been in place since the inception of RAS in late 
2005 and 1840 rented homes have been inspected since that date.   


The primary objective of the new regulations is the effective removal of bedsit 
accommodation from the rental market by 2013.  Other provisions include 
regulations for independently controlled, permanently fixed space heating appliances 
and requirements for food preparation, storage and laundry.  The 
remaining provisions relate to updated standards for ventilation, lighting, electricity 
and gas and new standards in relation to refuse facilities and fire safety. 


Inspections are carried out by the Environmental Health Officers (EHO) on behalf of 
the Council.  In the case of a property failing to meet the standards a letter is issued 
to the property owner by the EHO.  This letter sets out the areas where standards 
have not been met, details the works required to rectify this and the time frame 
within which these works must be completed.  A follow up inspection is carried 
out after the appropriate time has elapsed.


It is the experience of the RAS Unit to date that the necessary works are carried out 
within this timeframe and as a result no prosecutions have been taken.  The fact that 
the vast majority of dwellings in the county are of modern construction and in good 
condition also contributes to this.


Priority is given to carrying out inspections of properties which are being contracted 
into the Rental Accommodation Scheme  as compliance with the standards is one of 
the preconditions of  participating in the scheme and the fact that the number of rent 
supplemented tenancies is such a large subset of the total number of private rented 
homes in the county. However inspections on foot of a complaint are dealt with 
immediately.


With the intent of putting in place a proactive, planned inspection regime, the Council 
is in discussion with the EHO service.
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Q6/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager if he is aware of any state or local authority funding 
scheme available to elderly private tenants to allow them to connect their 
sewerage system to the County mains?

REPLY:

The Council does not have any scheme wherby grant aid  is available to the 
public to connect to the public drainage system.   There is no national scheme 
which would address the issue raised.
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Q7/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager in view of the crisis facing many of those involved in the 
construction industry will he confirm if he is satisfied with the criteria that is 
in place to monitor contractors, sub contractors and sub contractors of sub 
contractors, employed in public housing projects schemes in the County area, 
that they are tax compliant, pension compliant and also compliant with the 
industries registered employment agreement?

REPLY:

There are two forms of contract currently in use;

1. The GDLA (Government Departments and Local Authorities) Contract - used 
since 1983 for all works tendered prior to the implementation of the new 
GCCC (Government Construction Contracts Committee) contracts introduced 
in 2008. This is a standard national form of contract as approved by the 
Department of Finance in consultation with the Construction Industry 
Federation (CIF) and the professional bodies representing architects and 
chartered surveyors. Up to 2008, all Government Departments and Local 
Authorities were obliged to use this contract for works wholly or partial paid 
from Exchequer Funds.

2        The GCCC suite of contracts introduced in 2008 are designed to facilitate 


greater financial and program control by the government agency letting the 

contract. The contract provides for a higher level of response and 


responsibility regarding 
statutory compliances, site management, health & 

safety, recent legislation and compliance with current labour law. All future 

new contracts signed by the council will 
use this new contract suite. 


Almost all current contracts are let under the GDLA form of contract as the tendering 
process was conducted prior to the introduction of the new contract suite. 


The GDLA contract, provides for compliance with current labour laws and national 
agreements. Guidelines from the GCC (Government Contracts Committee) in relation 
to award of contracts are as follows:

 
5.11 Compliance with Agreements on Pay and other Conditions of Employment. 

In construction contracts, Contracting Authorities should ensure that tenderers apply 
rates of pay and observe terms and conditions of employment not less favourable 
than those provided for in any Registered Employment Agreement, Employment 
Regulation Order or other approved agreement negotiated between employers and 
trade unions in the industry or service concerned.

 
5.12 CIF Pension/Sick Pay Scheme

The Construction Industry Federation (CIF) Pension/Sick Pay Scheme is legally 
binding on all Contractors and sub-contractors in the construction industry in the 
State and building Contractors employed on projects should therefore comply with 
their obligations to make appropriate pension fund/sick pay contributions. Before a 
contract is awarded, evidence of membership of the Scheme may be sought from the 
Contractor in the form of, say, receipts for payments made. The CIF may be 
consulted for evidence of membership in specific cases.

 
All contractors are checked for compliance with tax and statutory enactments and 
agreements prior to the signing of the contract.
Q8/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds

To ask the Manager to outline the bye-laws regarding street tradings?

REPLY:

The Council's Casual Trading Bye-Laws regulate trading activities such as selling 
fast food from vans, selling flowers from vehicles or stalls and other street market 
type activity in the County. Under the Casual Trading Act, 1995, the Council may 
designate sites or places where casual trading is permitted and may issue Casual 
Trading Licences on payment of the appropriate fee.  Only persons with a valid 
Casual 
Trading Licence may trade at the designated sites.


The current designated casual trading sites and the type of trading permitted are as 
follows: Fettercairn Community Centre (Market – General goods); Cheeverstown 
Road (Site “A”) (Food) ; Cheeverstown Road (Site “B”) (Food); Killinarden Ring Road 
at Bus Terminus (Food) ; Oak Road, Western Industrial Estate (Food) ; Lower 
Ballymount Road (Food) ; Esker Cemetery (Flowers and grave ornaments) and 
Bohernabreena Cemetery (Flowers and grave ornaments).  The current fees for the 
licences are Burial Grounds (Flower Sellers)-€253.95, Food Outlets-€380.92 and 
Fettercairn Market-€12.70.


Due to the limited number of designated casual trading sites in the County, new 
applications are not currently being considered.


Complaints about illegal casual trading are investiaged by the Council's Anti-Litter 
Wardens, who are authorised persons under the Casual Trading Act, and the Council 
may initiate legal proceedings to proescute persons suspect of illegal casual trading 
with penalties as stipulated in the Act.
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Q9/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can advise on the amount of financial support which 
is available this year to fund the various house refurbishment grant schemes, 
including mobility grants, grants for older people and grants for persons with 
disability?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has not received  notification to date of  its allocation of  
funding for 2009 for the  Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a 
Disability, Housing Aid for Older People Grant Scheme and Mobility Aids  Grant 
Scheme from the Department of  the Environment,  Heritage and Local Government. 
It is unlikely that  notification will be received until after the 
Government's  supplementary Budget scheduled for  7th April, 2009.

 The Council's  total  funding allocation in respect of these schemes for 2008 was 
€4,123,423 and it is anticipated that the funding this year will be broadly similar.  In 
addition the Council carried out works to the sum of approximately  €1million on 
Council properties under the Disabled Person Grants scheme.  
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 Q10/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if there has been a response from the Minister for 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government to this Council's most recent 
submission on the amount of Local Government Grant allocated to this 
Council? 

REPLY:

 
The attached response was received from the Department on 30 March in response 
to the managers letter as also attached.


Letter from the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government

Mr Joe Horan, County Manager


South Dublin County Council


County Hall


Town Centre


Tallaght


Dublin 24


30 March 2009


Dear Mr Horan,


I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 5 February 2009 addressed to the 
Secretary General, Ms. Geraldine Tallon.  The points you have made have been 
noted.


General purpose grants from the Local Government Fund are structured to bring 
about equalisation, over time, so that each authority will have sufficient resources, 
either from central grants or from its local income base, to provide an acceptable 
level of day to day services to its customers.  In determining these grants a number 
of factors are taken into account including the overall funding available for this 
purpose, the estimated cost to each authority of providing an acceptable level of day 
to day services to their customers, the income each authority should generate from 
local sources and the necessity to provide each authority with a baseline allocation 
that will ensure financial stability.  


It is a matter for each local authority to determine its own spending priorities in the 
context of the annual budgetary process having regard to locally identified needs. 
The level of funding provided through general purpose grants makes a significant 
contribution towards enabling all local authorities to provide a reasonable 
level of services to the public. 


The Valuation Act 2001 provides for a revaluation to bring fairness and uniformity to 
the distribution of the rates burden among ratepayers.   I note the concerns that you 
have raised in connection with the revaluation that has taken place in the South 
Dublin County Council area, and these matters have already been raised by us with 
the Department of Finance in the context of the roll-out of the national revaluation 
Programme.  The revaluation is a matter for the Department of Finance and the 
Valuation Office and any issues that you have should be raised directly with that 
Department in the first instance.  


There are no additional resources available to the Department at this time to increase 
the amount of the General-Purpose Grants.  The sources of funding for local 
authorities are being broadened with the introduction of a new charge to be levied on 
the owners of non-principal private residences.  The new revenue raising measure 
will come into effect during 2009, and legislation will be brought forward at an early 
date to give effect to the new charge.  


I appreciate that this is a difficult year for South County Dublin.  I note also that the 
increase in ARV for 2009 was less than inflation, a measure that will be of assistance 
to those businesses in the area that are also facing difficulties this year.


Yours sincerely,


_______________


Laurence Kelly,


Principal Officer,


Local Government Finance 

Letter Sent to Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government
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Q11/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on this Council's proposed Pilot 
School Transport Project and if there have been any further responses from the 
Department of Transport?

REPLY:

The Minister for Transport , Noel Dempsey T.D. published "Smarter Travel - A 
Sustainable Transport Future" A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009 - 2020 several 
weeks ago. The policy provides under Action 14 (Chapter 5) that the Department of 
Transport will :

· Examine the potential for the expanded use of school and other publicly 
funded buses as a "local transport bus" to bring people to a range of 
services, with (in the case of school buses) the primary emphasis continuing 
to be on transporting children to and from school at the necessary times.


It is proposed to explore with the Department how this policy can be delivered and 
what actions the Council can take to advance its Sustainable School Transportation 
Scheme for the County. The Council will be kept informed of progress over the 
coming months.

Bottom of Form

Q12/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on initiatives by the Council or
initiatives in which the Council has been involved, since 2004 to provide 
supported housing for older people?

REPLY:

In the past four years senior citizen specific accommodation has been provided at the 
following locations throughout the County:


Jobstown Village Core Tallaght and Liscarne   Senior Citizens Complex, 
Clondalkin.

The wide range of support services available from the Liscarne Complex are available 
to the residents of Neilstown Village Court and the wider community of Clondalkin.  
Services provided include subsidized meals, social/recreation   and medical support .


The Council’s housing stock comprises of 740 single person units which includes the 
following cluster of senior citizen specific accommodation which continue to be 
prioritized for upgrading on an ongoing basis subject to finance being available.


Lucan 


Airlie Heights                                    11 Units                                           


Arthur Griffith Court                           8 Units


St Finians Avenue                             18 Units


Esker Drive                                       2 Units


Sarsfield Close                                16 Units


Clondalkin

Kilmahuddrick Crescent                     17 Units


Melrose Park                                      7 Units


Lealand Avenue                                10 Units


Lindisfarne Grove                              11 Units


Lindisfarne Lawns                             15 Units


Liscarne Complex                              74 Units


Neilstown Village Court                     11 Units


Oldchurch Drive                                11 Units


Tallaght  South

Balrothery Estate                              12 Units


Brookview Terrace                            8 Units


Jobstown Village Square                    10 Units


Pairc Mhuire                                     4 Units


Rathlawns                                         4 Units


Tallaght Central

Limekiln Green                                 16 Units


St. Maelruans Park                            4 Units


Tymon North Court                           11 Units


Tymon North Place                           15 Units


Tymonville Park                                5 Units


Terenure/Rathfarnham

Willbrook                                           4 Units


Under Part V of the Local Government Planning and Development Act, 2000 as 
amended the Council is acquiring the following sheltered housing projects in 
conjunction with Housing Associations/developers:

	Location
	Housing Association
	Proposed Units
	Current Position

	Whitestown Way
	Fold Housing Association
	35
	These units will be managed by Fold Housing Association (Ireland) limited and subject to Part V negotiations.

	Cherryville, New Road Clondalkin
	 To be determined
	9
	These units have been allocated and will be occupied early april 2009 .

	College Drive, Terenure
	 Fold Housing Association
	23 + caretakers unit
	 Subject to Part V Negotiations



A draft Financial Contributions Scheme similar to that which is operated by Dublin 
City Council is currently being examined with a view to bringing a report to a 
 meeting of the Housing SPC . The scheme is targeted at senior citizens throughout 
the county who are home owners, who may be over-accommodated in their own 
homes and because of age/infirmary, are no longer able to maintain their homes and 
garden.  The scheme provides that such applicants may apply to SDCC to purchase 
their family home on condition that a percentage of the proceeds from the sale of the 
house be paid to the Council in exchange for a life-long tenancy of sheltered 
accommodation. It is envisaged that such a scheme would provide an important 
mechanism for sourcing family type houses for letting by the Council while 
responding to the needs of our elderly community through the provision of sheltered 
accommodation.


The Council will also continue to promote the improved use of its own rented housing 
stock through facilitating, where possible, existing elderly Council tenants wishing to 
surrender larger units of accommodation in return for housing in smaller units of 
accommodation more suited to their needs.  


The terms of the Capital Assistance Scheme for voluntary housing projects, funded by 
the DoEHLG, through the local authorities allow for up to 25% of the accommodation 
in a VHA project being allocated to elderly emigrants returning to this country from 
abroad who satisfy the required eligibility criteria. The scheme is facilitated by the 
Safe Home Programme based in Mulranny Co. Mayo in respect of which a 
presentation was made to the Housing SPC earlier this year.
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Q13/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a progress report on the implementation of the 
Council's Five Year Playground Programme? 

REPLY:

The 5 Year Playground Construction Programme was adopted by the Council in 
December 2006 and arises from the Council’s Play Policy –    Developing Play in 
South Dublin County 2006 – 2009.


The details of the playground programme, as approved by the Council is set out 
below:

	Location
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Lucan Clondalkin



Two of the playgrounds listed on the programme have been completed and are now 
in public use. 


The playground at Rathfarnham Castle Park provided and opened in 2008 and work 
has  recently been completed on the playground  at  Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght.

 
The provision of new playgrounds at Griffeen Valley Park, Tymon Park, Corkagh Park 
are at various stages.


A Part 8 proposal for the development of the Griffeen Valley Park (Grange Lands) 
was advertised and adopted in June 2006. This proposal included for the provision of 
a playground as part of the development of the park. 


Design work on playgrounds at Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park is subject to 
identification of suitable sites. 


Design work on the proposed new playground at Tymon Park is scheduled to take 
place over the coming months. 


All of these projects are subject to the identification of finance as part of the Capital 
Programme. 


Playgrounds have also been provided at Quarryvale Community Centre under 
successive RAPID Playground Programmes at Quarryvale, Collinstown Park, 
Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, Brookfield, and Kiltalown. Unfortunately, the 
playground at Collinstown Park was subject to continuous vandalism and had to be 
removed. 


 It should also be noted that a number of playgrounds have also been provided in the 
county by private developers e.g. at Adamstown, Balgaddy and Ballycullen.  


A new playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 
2008.  


The Play Policy is due for general review this year and the experience gained to date, 
particularly in relation to unsupervised playgrounds, will be taken into account in this 
review. Consideration will also be given to the type of play facilities provided for 
children and also the provision of exercise facilities for adults. As part of this review, 
the Programme will be reviewed and updated. It is hoped to present a draft Play 
Policy to the Members  in  2009. 
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Q14/0409
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can make a report on the number of companies who 
have purchased sites in Grange Castle Business Park since 2004 and an update 
on the number of people employed in companies in the Business Park  in 2004 
and currently?

REPLY:

Grange Castle Business Park

Wyeth BioPharma was the first company to locate in the Park. While construction was 
completed in 2003 commercial production only commenced in 2005. Approximately 
1,250 permanent staff has been recruited to date.


Takeda Pharma Ireland Ltd (TPI) commenced construction of their facility in 2003 
construction was completed in 2006. The company employs 60 staff in Grange Castle. 
Takeda purchased an additional 19 acres in the park in 2008 to allow for future 
expansion of their operations. Takeda have now commenced preplanning discussions 
in relation to a proposed extension to their facility which will lead to further potential 
employment.   


Aryzta AG (Cuisine de France /IAWS Group plc) commenced construction of their 
Facility in late 2006 and went into production in mid 2008. The relocation of office 
administration staff has yet to be completed. When fully commissioned and staff 
relocation is completed there will be 500 staff in direct employment. 


Microsoft Ireland Operations Ltd, commenced construction in November 2007 of 
Phase I of their development comprising of a Data Server Area, Administrative Area 
and Canteen. It is anticipated it will be completed in late 2009. Approximately 20 new 
high value jobs will be generated when the facility goes live. 


The above numbers do not include the additional support jobs created in the 
surrounding area.
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H6/0409
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.







PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
H7a/0409
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, and was CONSIDERED:
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path has sold 1363 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives. 

To date 345 applications have been received In respect of the 121 properties made available by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. 119 of these properties have now been closed. 

A new initative was launched in August 2008 consisting of Affordable properties in Newcastle.Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper promotional campaign took place on these homes. Affordable applicants have placed deposits on 139 homes under the scheme, and 99 sales are due to be completed. This scheme is now closed.

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  2 properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and 1 property in Aylmer Heath, Newcastle, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Ridge.

Mr. B. Coman responded to Cllr Ridge’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 2 properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and 1 property in Aylmer Heath, Newcastle, Co. Dublin to the eligible applicants (schedule available at meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003”.
H7b/0409
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT JUNCTION OF KILLEEN


ROAD AND OLD NANGOR ROAD 

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, and was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan  to incorporate a portion of land adjacent to their business at the junction of Killeen Road and Old Nangor Road.  This is an area of ground that remains surplus to a road widening project some years ago and the public right of way has been extinguished at this location. 

Accordingly, I recommend, that the Council dispose of the area of land comprising of an area of 205 sq. metres or thereabouts at the junction of Killeen Road/Old Nangor Road as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/26/08 REV.A, to the respective owners of an adjoining property, Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the area on a leasehold basis for car parking and 
garden purposes only. 

2. That (if necessary) the applicants will seek planning permission to construct 
surface car parking spaces on the subject plot.  If such planning permission 
(if necessary) is received, the applicants shall be granted a lease of the 
above Council lands for a term of 10 years subject to a rent of €5,000 (five 
thousand Euro) per annum, exclusive of all outgoings. 

3. That the initial rent shall be subject to review at the end of the fifth year of 
the term.  The revised rent shall be the higher of the yearly open market rent 
of the demised lands at the date of review or the passing yearly rent indexed 
linked to the increase in the consumer price index. 

4.  That the above rent shall be paid by way of standing order on a quarterly 
basis in advance. 

5. That the applicants shall incorporate the Council lands with their own lands 
and construct a suitable boundary.  All works carried out on the plot to be 
agreed 
with the Council. 

6. That the applicants shall be liable for any costs incurred in the carrying out of 
these works and responsible for obtaining any necessary planning 
permissions. 

7. That no permanent buildings or structures other than a boundary feature are 
permitted on the subject Council land. 

8. That the applicants shall indemnify the Council against any claims as a result 
of any works on or  arising from the use of the demised lands. 

9. That the applicants shall not be permitted to alienate, assign or sublet the 
Council lands without the prior consent of the Council. 

10. That the applicants shall keep the demised lands in a good state of repair 
and on the expiration of the lease return the lands to the Council. 

11. That the Council shall retain a wayleave over the area shown hatched on 
Drawing No. LA/26/08 REV.A to access any existing services that encumber 
the subject lands.  Manholes on the subject plot are to be kept accessible at 
all times. 

12. That the applicants shall be responsible for the cost of carrying out a survey 
to determine the location of the lighting cables and relocating any public 
lighting as deemed necessary by the Council. 

13. The relocation of Council signage currently located on the subject plot is to 
be agreed with the Council’s Road Department and any costs incurred are to 
be borne by the applicants. 

14. That the applicants shall be responsible for liaising with Dublin Gais regarding 
the presence of a 180mm diameter 4 bar Gas main and two associated 
services that may be present on this site and (if necessary) for the cost 
of altering the main gas line. 

15. That the applicants shall pay Valuers fees of €1,000 (one thousand Euro). 

16. That any V.A.T, Stamp duty or other taxes which arise as a result of the 
creation of the lease are to be borne by the applicants. 

17. That each party are responsible for their own legal fees in this transaction. 

18. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and may 
include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, 
additions and modifications thereto as he deems 
appropriate.                                                                                            

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from J.J.Smith & Sons, Camac Valley Properties and Killeen Corrugated Products Ltd in 1990 for Roads purposes.

J. Horan 
County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M.  Corr   and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of the area of land comprising of an area of 205   sq. metres or thereabouts at the junction of Killeen Road/Old Nangor Road as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/26/08 REV.A, to the respective owners of an adjoining property, Colm O’Cuilleanáin and Martin Ryan in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.”

H7c/0409
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF LANDS AT SAGGART TO DUBLIN


CITY COUNCIL 
 The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms. E.    O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer, and was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Council acquired approximately 11.5 acres of land at Saggart from Mr John Kelly, partly to facilitate the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme and partly on behalf of Dublin City Council who also own a water reservoir in adjoining lands.  The breakdown of the areas required by each authority is as shown on Indicative Drawing No. 20154/LA/01 and marked as follows: 
·    Area outlined in red on Indicative Drawing. No. 20154/LA/01 comprising 
an 
area of 4.2 hectares or thereabouts acquired for South Dublin County 
Council.

·   Area outlined in red and shaded blue on Indicative Drawing. No. 20154/LA/01 
comprising an area of 7.16 hectares or thereabouts acquired on behalf of 
Dublin City Council.

·    Area outlined in green to which Vendor held possessory title only 

comprising 0.11 acres or thereabouts acquired on behalf of Dublin City 
Council.

The title to the major part of the lands has now been registered in the name of South Dublin County Council with a small plot of unregistered land still under examination by the Property Registration Authority. It is now proposed to proceed with the transfer of the registered portion of the lands required by Dublin City Council at this stage. The unregistered portion as shown outlined in green on map may be transferred to Dublin City Council , if required , at a future date if the title is registered  in Land Registry. 

I recommend therefore that the Council dispose of a plot of land comprising of  7.16 hectares or thereabouts as shown outlined in red and shaded blue on Indicative Drawing No.20154/LA/01 together with plot shown outlined in green comprising 0.11 acres or thereabouts, if registration of title is finalised, to Dublin City Council in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions :- 
1. That the landsbeing disposed ofat this stage comprise of an area of 7.16 
hectares or thereabouts as shown outlined in red and shaded blue on 
Indicative Drawing. No. 20154/LA/01. 

2. That the plot shown outlined in green on Indicative Drawing. No. 
20154/LA/01 comprising 0.11 acres or thereabouts shall be disposed of to 
Dublin City Council, in the event of the title being registered by the Property 
Registration Authority.  

3. That Dublin City Council pay the sum of €1,228,715.86 which represents the 
cost to South Dublin County Council of acquiring these lands including 
purchase price, apportionment of stamp duty,  legal and Valuer’s fees.  

4. That each party are responsible for their own professional fees in relation to 
this Transfer.  

5. That South Dublin County Council shall prepare accurate maps of the lands to 
be transferred.  

6. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and may 
include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, 
additions and modifications thereto as he deems appropriate.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from John Kelly in 2003 for Environmental Services purposes. 

J. Horan 
County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor J. Daly.

Ms. E. O’Gorman responded to the Member’s query.

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King   and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of a plot of land comprising of  7.16 hectares or   thereabouts as shown outlined in red and shaded blue on Indicative Drawing No.20154/LA/01 together with plot shown outlined in green  comprising 0.11 acres or thereabouts, if registration of title is finalised, to Dublin City Council in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the recommended terms and conditions.”

H9/0409
REPORT ON PRINTING OF POLLING CARDS FOR 2009 LOCAL 

ELECTIONS

The following report which had been circulated, was presented by   Ms. T.     Walsh, Head of Corporate Services and was CONSIDERED: 


 “In accordance with Article 55 of the Local Election Regulations 1995 and  S  54 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act  a local authority may decide that polling information cards shall be sent to electors at an election. 

"Polling information card" means a card informing an elector of the elector's  number (including polling district letter) on the register of electors and of the place at which the elector will be entitled to vote, and containing a statement in relation to the specified documents required for identification. 
Where a local authority decides in accordance with sub-article (2) that polling  information cards shall be sent to electors and where a poll is to be taken in a local electoral area at the election of members for such local authority, the returning officer shall send a polling information card to every elector whose name is on the register of electors for the local electoral area and is not on the postal voters list or the special voters list.

A polling information card shall be addressed to the elector at the address in respect of which the elector is registered in the register of electors and shall be sent so as to be delivered at that address not later than the third day before the polling day.

This matter is now before the full Council for approval and the following resolution will be required 

“That polling information cards will be issued to local electors for the    forthcoming Local Election to be held on 5th June 2009”.”
 A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Walsh.
Ms T. Walsh responded to the Member’s query.
It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor E. Walsh  and resolved:

“That polling information cards will be issued to local electors for the   forthcoming Local Election to be held on 5th June 2009.”

H10/0409
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE 


CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM ST. JOHN OF GOD 


TRUST (IRELAND) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF 


THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992


FOR THE PURCHASE AND RENOVATION OF 1 DWELLING AT 
42 

MONASTERY RISE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22


The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED: 


“An application has been received from St. John of God Trust (Ireland) for a grant in the sum of €475,138.40 for the purchase and renovation of 1 dwelling at 42 Monastery Rise, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.  The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.

Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Accordingly, the following motion is required:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the sum of €475,138.40 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to St. John of God Trust (Ireland) for the renovation and purchase of 1 dwelling at 42 Monastery Rise, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved”.”

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor R. Dowds.


Mr. B. Coman responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by  Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the sum of €475,138.40 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to St. John of God Trust (Ireland) for the renovation and purchase of 1 dwelling at 42 Monastery Rise, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved”.

H11/0409
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE


CAPITAL LOAN AND SUBSIDY SCHEME FROM CIRCLE



VOLUNTARY HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE


WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS 



PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 40 NO.


DWELLINGS AT STOCKING LANE, RATHFARNHAM, DUBLIN 16
The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and was CONSIDERED: 
“An application has been received from Circle Housing Association for a loan in the sum of €10,533,947.22 for the construction of 40 no. dwellings at Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.  The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.  The Council has arranged for the acquisition of these units by Circle Voluntary Housing Association under a Part V agreement from Deane Homes Limited under Planning Application permissions SD04A/0393, PL06S.212191.

Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment, heritage and Local Government.  

Accordingly, the following motion is required:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of €10,533,947.22 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Circle Housing Association for the construction of 40 no. dwellings at Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved”.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and C. Keane.

Mr. B. Coman responded to the Members’ queries.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor G O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a loan in the sum of 
€10,533,947.22 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Circle 
Housing Association for the construction of 40 no. dwellings at Stocking 
Lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16 in accordance with the requirements of Section 
6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved”.

H12/0409
INNOVATION & JOB CREATION
The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr explained the background to this item and highlighted and commended the Council’s extensive work undertaken within a short period of time since the motion was passed at the last Council Meeting.

The Manager, Mr. J. Horan delivered a presentation on innovation and job creation entitled:  “Make the next leap - Intellectual Enterprise Zones – expanding professional skills to engage in the emerging smart economy”.  He outlined initiatives being taken by South Dublin County Council to stimulate job creation through a coordinated approach working in partnership with IT Tallaght, Social Welfare and FAS.


County Managers Presentation
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, M. Corr, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, R. Dowds and M. Murphy.

Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.


CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING  

Co1/0409
H.S.E.  Response to SDCC's motion in relation to cut in funding to 


Disability Federation.

The above letter was NOTED.
Co2/0409
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown Council Motion calling on Minister not to reduce 

numbers on Harbour Boards.

The above letter was NOTED.
Co3/0409
Nenagh Town Council Motion on education opportunities for children.

The above letter was NOTED.
Co4/0409
Monaghan County Council 3 Motions:


 (i) Reduction in VAT rate 


(ii) Re-introduction of Third Level Fees


(iii) Duplication of shopkeeper fees: PPI and IMRO.


The above letter was NOTED.
Co5/0409
Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform - Provision of a second Garda 

Station in Tallaght area.

The above letter was NOTED.
Co6/0409
Monaghan Town Council motion condemning Government cutbacks (Irish 

language).

The above letter was NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

MAYOR'S BUSINESS
M1/0409
BERNARD DUNNE – CIVIC HONOUR

 Councillor M. Corr 


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That South Dublin County Council congratulates Bernard Dunne on his 
magnificent recent sporting achievement in winning the Super-Bantam Weight 
Boxing Championship of the World and recommends that a Civic Reception 
be held in recognition of this achievement.”

REPORT:


If the motion is passed arrangements will be made in accordance with the existing 
protocol to host a civic reception to acknowledge and suitably mark  Bernard 
Dunne's historic victory and sporting achievements

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr and J. Daly.

The motion was PASSED and arrangements will be made in conjunction with 
Bernard Dunne’s agent to arrange a suitable date for the event.

M2/0409
LUAS A1 AT BELGARD STOP


Councillor K. Warren




It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council calls on the RPA to revise its plan to terminate the Luas 
A1 tram at the Belgard Stop, causing passengers who  boarded  the Luas at the 
proposed 5 new stops to change tram in order to continue  their journey to 
the 
city.” 

REPORT:

The Railway Procurement Agency (RPA) following consultation, submitted a Railway 
Order Application to An Bord Pleanala in December 2007. 


Following the statutory display period, an oral hearing was held by An Bord Pleanala 
and a Railway Order was made which became enforceable on 11th August 2008. This 
order provides the RPA with the necessary powers to construct, operate and maintain 
Luas Line A1 – Belgard to Saggart.


Schedule 11 reference 4 of the Railway Order states that:


“The RPA confirms that at passenger service commencement of Line A1, a minimum 
service of 10 trams per hour in the peak periods will be provided to the Tallaght 
Terminus and that in acknowledging that Tallaght Town Centre remains the county 
town, services to the Tallaght terminus will be prioritised over those to the Citywest 
spur.”


The terms of the motion would appear to conflict with the Railway Order in that the 
motion proposes the prioritisation of Citywest Spur over that of the Tallaght mainline. 
Accordingly it is not recommended that that motion be passed.
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors K. Warren, M. 
Corr, C. King, T. Ridge, J. Daly, M. Murphy, J. Hannon and D. Corrigan.


Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport responded to the Members’ queries.


It was AGREED to write to the CEO of the RPA and invite him to address the 
Members to clarify the position in regard to the Delta Junction and 
to respond 
to Members’ queries in this regard.
M3/0409
VACANT AFFORDABLE HOMES


Councillor C. King 


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:


“That this Council calls on the Manager to investigate the feasibility of 
transferring any affordable homes currently in possession of the Council that 
cannot be sold in the current climate (i.e. certain section 23 
apartments) to 
either direct social stock or RAS stock with a view to a fast 
track solution to 
help reduce the growing SDCC housing list.”


REPORT:

South Dublin County Council currently has 227 affordable homes available for 
sale. 89 of the homes are in the ownership of South Dublin County Council and the 
remaining 138 are being sold directly to eligible applicants by the developer through 
the direct sales process. Because of the current economic conditions, falling house 
prices on the open market, difficulties sourcing mortgage finance, both the Council  
and developers are encountering challenges in selling the affordable homes .  At 
present there are 2459 approved applicants for Affordable Housing on our list. 


While this Council has been in discussions with the Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government in relation to the foregoing issue, the  Affordable 
Homes Partnership has co-ordinated  the position  nationally on unsold affordable 
homes on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government .  Should the Council  transfer the stock of  Affordable Homes to social 
homes  in areas where it is appropriate, the funding would have to be forthcoming 
from the Department of the Environment and this is a matter of concern for local 
authorities nationally and is under review.  Many options have been considered and 
examined by this local authority and other local authorities together with the 
Affordable Homes partnership and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government  in order to reach a satisfactory solution. 


It is understood that all local authorities are to be sent a circular from the 
Government soon outlining a new sales strategy aimed at releasing affordable homes 
where local authorities are currently experiencing difficulties. The circular from the 
Department of the Environment will ask local authorities to review their current 
policies regarding social and affordable housing, and will be accompanied by a Sales 
Strategy prepared by the Affordable Homes Partnership (AHP). 


City and county councils will be asked to identify and focus their efforts on properties 
that are most likely to sell, with alternative options to be considered for all properties, 
including: 


Selling them at market value on the open market. 


Temporarily transferring affordable properties to the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS). 


Selling the houses to local authority tenants under the Incremental Purchase Scheme. 


Or temporarily using the affordable properties as social housing support under 
appropriate leasing arrangements. 


The Council awaits the issuing of the circular and will inform the members 
accordingly.
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, S. Crowe, 
E. Maloney, T. Ridge, J. Daly, M. Murphy, J. Neville, M. Corr, D. Corrigan 
and R. Dowds:


Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing responded to the Members’ queries.


The motion was PASSED.

M4/0409
TALLAGHT HOSPITAL


Councillor S. Crowe


It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:


“This Council views with concern the current proposals to transfer vital adult 
and children’s services  from Tallaght Hospital and agrees to write to the 
Minister for Health and Children Mary Harney TD to express our concern at 
the continued  downgrading of services from this hospital.”


REPLY:

If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be 
conveyed to the 
Minister for Health and Children, Mary Harney

A discussion followed with contributions from S. Crowe, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, E. Walsh, P. Cosgrave, C. King, K. Warren, M. Corr and D. Corrigan.

It was AGREED with Cllr Crowe’s consent to amend the motion as follows:

“This Council views with concern the current proposals to transfer vital  adult and children’s services  from Tallaght Hospital and agrees to write to the Minister for Health and Children Mary Harney TD to express our concern at the continued  downgrading of services from this hospital and request details on specialty services to be transferred to Tallaght Hospital to replace those services being withdrawn.”
The amended motion was PASSED.


SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order. 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr proposed and the members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with two emergency motions as follows:

Social Housing Site In Fettercairn

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, R. Dowds, t. Ridge, E. Walsh, E. Tuffy, D. Corrigan, P. Cosgrave, G. O’Connell, C. King, M. Murphy, J. Daly, M. Ardagh, J. Lahart, J. Hannon, C. Keane, D. Keating and T. McDermott:
“That this Council urges all parties to the dispute on the Social Housing site in Fettercairn, Tallaght, to engage in open and meaningful dialogue to resolve the current deadlock and calls for the Building & Allied Trade Union representatives, Construction Industry Council or some other independent facilitator to get involved to resolve the issues central to this dispute.”

The motion was PASSED without debate.

Community Childcare Workers

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillors E. Maloney, R. Dowds, E Walsh. P. Cosgrave, S. Crowe, D. Keating, Mick Murphy, J. Daly, J. Neville, D. Corrigan, E. Tuffy, K Warren, C. King, C. Brophy, T. McDermott, T Ridge:

“That the council calls on the Minister for Children and Youth affairs to begin negotiations with Community Childcare workers through their unions, SIPTU, in order to address the real and immediate issues facing the Community Childcare Sector” 

The motion was PASSED without debate.

M5/0409
TEXT MESSAGING FOR DEAF PEOPLE


Councillor C. Keane 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded Councillor T. McDermott:

“That this Council discusses the setting up of a 999 text messaging service to enable deaf people to contact the emergency services from their mobile phones. This is available in Northern Ireland and has been launched in West Yorkshire in conjunction with Leeds City Council where Police Officers have worked in partnership with the Leeds Society for Deaf and Blind people and Leeds City Council to develop the service.”

REPORT:


South Dublin County Council will liaise with societies for the hearing impaired 
and 
public emergency service providers to explore the possibilities of 
introducing emergency texting system.  The council will keep the members updated 
on progress in this regard. 
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor C. Keane, T. McDermott, C. Jones and E. Maloney.

The motion was PASSED  and it was agreed to use this as an opportunity to publicize the potential of number 112.


MOTION MOVED & RE-ENTERED

M11/0409
TAXI REGULATOR



It was proposed Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:


“That this Council calls on the Minister for Transport, Mr. Dempsey to 
instruct the Taxi Regulator to suspend the issuing of licenses with immediate 
effect.”


The above motion was MOVED and RE-ENTERED.


The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m. with the following motions not reached:

MOTIONS NOT REACHED

M6/0409
REFUNDABLE DRINKS CONTAINERS

Councillor D. Corrigan

That the Manager write to the Minister for Environment and Local 
Government calling on him to introduce a refundable charge on drinks 
containers (glass bottles, plastic bottles and cans) to prevent pollution of our 
environment and to create a safe environment for children at play.  Broken 
glass strewn in our parks and on playing fields are a serious health hazard to 
members of our community.  In decades past there was a refundable charge on 
lemonade bottles and the scheme was very successful.   

M7/0409
CLIMATE CHANGE

Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council notes the Council's draft Climate Change Policy document, 
in particular the lack of emphasis given to adaptation issues, requests the 
Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government seeking information on progress by his Department in producing 
a National Policy on Adaptation for Climate Change, as promised in the 
Government's White Paper on Climate Change, and recommends that in the 
period available for the completion of the Council's policy the draft document 
be amended to include sections on adaptation, in accordance with best practice 
policies and actions implemented in other countries by local and regional 
governments. 
M8/0409
CORPORATE IMAGE

Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager present a report on the cost of the Corporate Image Change 
to the Council.
M9/0409
PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMODATION

Councillor R. Dowds


That the Manager produce a report on ways whereby rents in privately owned 
houses occupied by people on our Council's housing waiting list could be 
reduced.

M10/0409
SWISS BANK ACCOUNTS

Councillor T. Gilligan

That this Council asks Revenue and the Finance Ministry to copy the US 
approach by seeking out residents holding Swiss bank accounts in an effort to 
minimise tax evasion.  Any monies recouped could then be ring fenced into a 
Community Project Fund to which Local Authorities, including South Dublin, 
could apply for funds to develop local projects.
M12/0409
SCRAMBLER BYE-LAWS

Councillor T. McDermott

That the Manager initiate the process to make Bye Laws pursuant to Section 
199 of the Local Government Act 2001, to control the use of off-road motor 
vehicles (including particularly scrambler motorcycles, mini-mopeds and 
motorised quads etc.) in the Dublin Mountain Zone within South Dublin, with 
particular reference to those parts that are either subject to designations under 
the EU Habitats directive, the Wildlife Acts, or are in use wholly or in part for 
recreational or amenity purposes such as walking and hiking trails, horse 
riding trails, forestry areas and unenclosed mountain commonage, and any 
other amenity or recreational area of the county that the Manager may 
consider appropriate, and that the process be undertaken as a matter of 
urgency, due to the risk to public safety, the loss of amenity value due to 
noise, pollution, erosion etc., and serious ecological damage to protected and 
designated areas or wildlife from the current widespread unregulated use of 
off-road motor vehicles in sensitive upland areas of South Dublin, and that in 
conjunction with the making of such Bye Laws the Manager shall support any 
appropriate initiative of the Dublin Mountains Partnership in regard to the 
provision of sustainable facilities for the regulated or supervised use of off-
road motor vehicles (including particularly scrambler motorcycles, mini-
mopeds and motorised quads etc.) and the Manager shall encourage and assist 
the Dublin Mountains Partnership in bringing forward proposals in this regard 
at the earliest opportunity.
M13/0409
OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Councillor D. Keating

That the Manager would present a detailed report for discussion on what new 
facilities have been sourced by this Council that would provide the residents of 
this county with outdoor recreational and sporting opportunities that are also 
less conducive to anti-social behaviour and vandalism? There are newer and 
more innovative such fittings for parks that could be explored on a pilot basis 
and that may prove to be successful and beneficial to all our people.
M14/0409
VOLUNTARY HOUSING RENTS

Councillor C. King


That this Council calls on the Manager, when signing agreements with 
Voluntary Housing Associations states that no more than 15% of tenants 
income will be payable for rent taking into consideration the Council's 
differential rent scheme only charges 10% of tenants income and as some 
Associations are currently charging as much as 20% rent which is placing a 
disproportionate burden on those tenants, who applied for housing under the 
same scheme as Council tenants.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT PLENARY SESSIONS

Councillor T. Gilligan

That this Council asks the European Parliament to video its meetings, allowing 
local Councillors to view the proceedings of the plenary sessions.

SIGNED: ____________________



    Mayor


DATE: ______________________
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