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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, April 27th, 2009

HEADED ITEM No. 13  
REPORT ON DRAFT COUNTYWIDE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2009
INTRODUCTION:
The Road Traffic Act, 2004 establishes speed limits that apply to defined categories of roads.  These apply on a default basis and can only be changed on a permanent basis by county and city councils through the making of special speed limit bye-laws.  The speed limits that apply on a default basis are as follows:-

· the motorway speed limit of 120 kmph

· the national roads speed limit of 100 kmph

· the regional and local roads speed limit of 80 kmph and

· the built up area speed limit of 50 kmph.

These are known as general speed limits.

Special speed limits are speed limits that are specified in bye laws made by elected members of county and city councils.  Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act 2004 sets out the range of special speed limits that may be specified in bye-laws and applied as follows:

(1) 30 kilometres per hour, which shall only be applied in respect of a road or roads (other than a motorway) in accordance with guidelines issued by the Minister under Section 9 (9) of the Road Traffic Act 2004.

(2) 50 kilometres per hour, in respect of any road other than a road in a built-up area

(3) 60 kilometres per hour in respect of all roads both inside and outside the built up area.

(4) 80 kilometres per hour, in respect of a motorway, a national road or a road in a built-up area.

(5) 100 kilometres per hour, in respect of a motorway, a non-urban regional or local road or a road in a built-up area.

(6) 120 kilometres per hour, in respect of a dual carriageway that forms part of a national road that is not a motorway in accordance with guidelines issued by the Minister under Section 9(9) of the Roads Traffic Act 2004.

South Dublin County Council in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 9 of the Road Traffic Act, 2004 and in accordance with guidelines issued by the Department of Transport for the application of speed limits, prepared Draft Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2009 together with an explanatory map in respect of the administrative area of South Dublin County Council following a countywide review.  The proposed amendments to existing speed limits, as included in the advertised draft, are listed on attached Appendix A.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The Draft Bye-Laws and explanatory map were circulated to the Members, the National Roads Authority and the Garda Commissioner for consideration.  The Draft Bye-Laws were advertised in the National press on 16th February, 2009 and copies of the Draft Bye-Law and the associated map went on public display from 16th February, 2009 to 23rd March, 2009 in County Hall, Tallaght, at the Clondalkin Area Office, at the County Library, Tallaght and at the Council’s Branch Libraries.  They were also displayed on the Council’s website.  The public were invited to make written submissions during that period.

SUBMISSIONS:

The following submissions were received in response to public advertisement:-

1. L. Roche, Saggart in respect of Castle Road
2. Cllr. Dorothy Corrigan in respect of various locations.

CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS:

	AREA
	ROAD NAME
	SUBMITTED BY
	REQUEST
	RECOMMENDATION

	Tallaght
	Castle Road
	L. Roche
	Amend map to include Castle Road
	Slade Road is the official name of the road but it is also locally known as Castle Road – Map has been amended to include local name for clarity.

	Lucan -Clondalkin
	Adamstown Road (Proposed)
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Amend Adamstown Road (Proposed) to Adamstown Link Road
	Map and Bye-Law amended.

	
	Grange Castle Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Amend Grange Castle Road to Outer Ring Road
	Official Name is Grange Castle Road – Amended to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road) for clarity on map and Bye-Law

	
	Griffeen Avenue (west of ORR)
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools.  This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).

	
	Griffeen Avenue (east of ORR
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools. This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).

	
	Willsbrook Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools. This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).

	
	Newcastle Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Periodic Speed Limit – school related
	Flashing ambers in place.
Awaiting outcome of preliminary analysis of resources required to

complete a special safety audit at all South Dublin schools. This can be accommodated by way of a special bye-law independently of the Countywide Speed Limit Bye Law (if required).

	
	Peamount Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 20 kmph
	The application of a 20kmph is not 
provided for in the 2004 Act.  Additional signing and lining can be considered.  It is not recommended that the current speed limit of 60 kmph be changed.

	
	Loughtown Rd
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	60 kmph is recommended for the nature of the road.  It is recommended that the current speed limit apply.

	
	Brownstown/ Relickeen Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 20 kmph
	The application of a 20kmph is not provided for in the 2004 Act.  Additional signing and lining can be considered.  It is not recommended to change the existing speed limit of 60 kmph.

	
	Lyons Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	Relined recently – solid centre line and warning road text added – it is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced 60 kmph as appropriate for the road.

	
	Smiths Hill
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Athgoe Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph on the newly constructed section of the Athgoe Road – the existing speed limit of 60 kmph will therefore be continued from Steelstown Interchange (N7) to Newcastle Village, as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Castlewarden Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road within SDCC’s administrative area.

	
	Free State Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Old Chapel Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Highdownhill
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 20 kmph
	The application of a 20kmph is not provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is not recommended that the current speed limit of 60 kmph be changed.

	Tallaght
	Lugg Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is not recommended that the current speed limit of 60 kmph be changed.

	
	Redgap Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Rathcoole Hill Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Carrigeen Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Oweneens Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	
	Lees Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	Tallaght
	Slademore Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 50 kmph
	It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	Tallaght
	McDonaghs Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is proposed that the current 80 kmph be reduced to 60 kmph as appropriate for the nature of the road.

	Tallaght
	Lugmore Lane
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Reduce speed limit to 30 kmph
	The application of a 30kmph is not generally provided for in the 2004 Act.  It is not recommended to change the existing speed limit of 60 kmph.

	
	N7 – Naas Road
	Cllr. D. Corrigan
	Distinctive Signage to mark the changes of limits from 100 to 80 to 60 kmph
	Standardised statutory signage is provided in accordance with regulation.


RECOMMENDATION:

The Garda Commissioner by letter dated 26th January, 2009 advised that he concurred with the draft proposals.  Written consent is awaited from the National Roads Authority on the draft proposals in relation to the national roads and motorways.

It is recommended that the Road Traffic (Speed Limit) Bye-Laws 2009 as advertised, be adopted for the administrative area of South Dublin County Council.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the full Council for decision.
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