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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, April 06, 2009

HEADED ITEM NO.H4(C)

 

STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Polling Arrangements

REPORT:
The following supplementary report was presented to the OP&F meeting held on 19th March 2009  

"It is customary as part of any preparation of a proposed draft Polling Scheme to engage in a pre - public consultation process with elected members and the County Registrar. 

The following meetings / updates were scheduled:

·        County Registrar – Wednesday 18th March 2009

·        Elected members – OP&F Meeting, Thursday 19th March 2009

The process undertaken to date was discussed at length with the County Registrar at yesterday’s meeting.  There was consensus at that meeting that the primary objective for both the council and the County Registrar is to make suitable arrangements for the taking of the poll in the June 2009 Local Elections, particularly in light of the publication of the report of the Dublin & Cities Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report.

As the report has resulted in minimal changes to the polling arrangements over those in place at the 2008 Referendum, the County Registrar has recommended that the making of a new Polling Scheme, which should encompass a major review of polling arrangements in large new urban areas ie Adamstown, be deferred until after the next Referendum.

Accordingly the amendments to polling arrangements proposed for the taking of the June poll are outlined hereunder and you are asked to consider these amendments in isolation of the making of a full formal Polling Scheme"

It was AGREED that the priority should be to ensure polling arrangements for the taking of the poll at the Local Elections in June 2009 are put in place as expediently as possible.  Having regard to the extensive work and timeframe associated with the making of a new Polling Scheme it was AGREED to RECOMMEND that the making of a new scheme be deferred until after the Lisbon (2) Referendum in Autumn 2009.  It was also agreed to RECOMMEND that where possible dual electors ie Local and By-Election be facilitated at a common polling place, and that suitable arrangements are made to ensure polling places are fully accessible.
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