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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Housing, Community and Environment)
HELD ON 16th MARCH, 2009
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Crowe S.
	King C 

	Daly J.
	Neville J.

	Hannon J.
	Warren K.

	
	

	
	


Councillor C. King presided.

Councillors C. Jones, E. Maloney and Mayor M. Corr sent their apologies for non-attendance.
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan, A. Jacob, M. O’Shaughnessy
W. Sheils.  

	Senior Engineer
	L. Magee

	Executive Environmental Scientific Officer
	Richard Fitzpatrick

	A/Administrative Officer
	B. Martin

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	S. Reinhardt


T/170/09
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 16th February, 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 16th February, 2009 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING BUSINESS
T/171/09
QUESTIONS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/172/09
REPORT ON SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Councils Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The Strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable purposes. The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Acts 2000 - 2006 (as amended)

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes

(c)  Integrated Area Plans

To date 1142 affordable homes have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 514 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area.

The following schedules set out (a) the location  and number of affordable homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (b) the location and number of social/affordable homes to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (c) location and number of social homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (d) location and number of traveller accommodation homes procured to date in the Tallaght area under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 (as amended) (e) location and number of voluntary homes procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (f) location and number of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer.

 (a)   Schedule of Affordable Homes procured in the period 2003 – to date.
	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	The Farm, Balrothery
	3 homes
	 21/09/2004

	 Corner Site bounded by Blessington Road/Belgard Square East
	 8 homes
	 26/11/2004

	 Russell Square, Fortunestown
	 100 homes
	 2004/2005

	 Deerpark, North Kiltipper Road
	 102 homes
	 2004/2005

	 Kiltalown, Jobstown
	 28 homes
	2004/2005

	 Brownsbarn, Kingswood
	4 homes
	21/08/2004

	 Springfield, Tallaght
	 40 homes
	 13/10/2005

	Westend Gate, Tallaght 
	17 homes 
	04/10/2005 

	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square West
	20 homes
	 20/10/2006

	Hunterswood, Ballycullen
	9 homes
	May 2007

	Verschoyle Park
	2 homes
	July 2007

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road
	18 homes
	July 2007

	Block E, The Belfry
	9 homes
	July/August 2007

	Blackthorn Hill, Rathcoole
	16 homes
	July/August 2007

	Carrigmore/Carrig Court, Fortunestown
	40 homes
	July/August 2007

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	17 homes
	22/11/2007

	Kingswood Naas Road
	25 homes
	April 2008

	Swiftbrook Saggart
	40 homes
	December 2007

	Suncroft Tallaght
	2 homes
	May 2008

	Killinarden Shopping Centre
	3 homes
	April 2008

	Marlfield
	12 homes
	Late 2007 early 2008

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	59 homes
	2008

	Former Iceland Site (Prior’s Gate)
	27 homes
	Summer 2008

	City West Shopping Centre
	40 homes
	July 2008

	Deerpark
	32 homes
	October 2008

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole
	 2 homes
	October 2008

	Former Cats and Dogs Home,Stocking Lane
	60 Homes
	October 2008

	Total
	735
	 


 (b) Schedule of Social/Affordable Homes to be procured where Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached.
   

	Location
	No. of Homes
	Target Completion Date for homes

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By-Pass
	35
	2008 - Voluntary

	Junction of Greenhills Road and Main Street, Tallaght
	 8
	2009 - Social

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	34
	March –August 2009

	Former Cats & Dogs Home Stocking Lane
	60
	2008-2010 – Soc/Aff

	Saggart Lodge, Garters Lane
	6
	2008

	Cookstown Road
	6
	Mid 2009

	New Bancroft, Tallaght Greenhills
	19
	Spring 2009

	The Presbytery, Cookstown Road
	2
	Early 2009

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	74
	2008

	Total
	244
	 


 (c) Schedule of Social Homes procured in the period 2004 - to date.
  

	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Marlfield
	 27 homes
	 2004

	Daletree
	   8 homes
	 2005

	Daletree
	 24 homes
	 2006

	Daletree
	   3 homes
	2007

	Heathersett, Old Court Road
	 40 homes
	2007/2008

	Ardmor 
	   2 homes
	2008

	 Total
	 104 homes
	 


 (d) Schedule of Traveller Accommodation Homes procured under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2006 (as amended)
	 Location
	 Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Marlfield, Kiltipper
	 5
	 December 2004


(e) Schedule of Voluntary Housing Homes procured under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000 - 2006 (as amended)
	 Location
	Number of Homes
	 Date of Procurement

	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square West, Tallaght
	 38
	 January 2007


(f) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer
	 Location
	Estimated Number of homes for Social/Affordable/voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Homes*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road
	 3 homes
	 2009

	Tallaght Retail Unit
	 16 homes
	 2009

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	 4 homes
	 2009

	Stoney Road, Rathcoole
	34 homes
	 2009

	 Total
	 57  homes
	 


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimate only of homes to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc. 

 In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure a further 351 (approx.) social/affordable homes in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted.”
The Following maps were available with the report:

Boherboy Road/Saggart Map
Cookstown Road Map
Former Cats & Dogs Home Stocking Lane Map
Greenhills Map   

New Bancroft Map
Saggart Lodge, Garter's Lane Map
Tallaght Cross Map
The Presbytery, Cookstown Road Map
Whitestown Way Map
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Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, C. King, J. Daly contributed Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.


The report was NOTED.

T/173/09
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery throughout the Tallaght Area of the County.

Under the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009- 2013 the following developments are expected to be completed/commenced in 2009:

	Development
	No. of Units
	Description
	Delivery

	Stocking Hill
	10 RCP’s
	New development
	Development occupied by residents February 2009

	Turnpike
	3 GH’s
	Redevelopment
	Part VIII approval 9/3/2009, cost plan approval being sought from DOEHLG

	Belgard Road
	6 GH’s
	Redevelopment
	Concept design stage (discussions with Tallaght I.T. ongoing)
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Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.
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Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Daly, C. King, K. Warren, and S. Crowe 
contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer replied to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a survey of the families in the Belgard Road Residential Caravan Park would be included for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Housing Business.  
T/174/09
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“2008 COMPLETIONS TO DATE
Avonbeg Phase 3                                                      29 units

Cushlawn Phase 3                                                    22 units

Heatherset (Part V)                                                  40 units

Ard Mor (Part V)                                                      2 units

Kilcarrig / Drumcairn                                            34 units

TOTAL                                                                      127 UNITS
 

2009 COMPLETIONS TO DATE
Kiltalown                                                                 27 units

TOTAL                                                                    27 UNITS
 

SCHEMES ON SITE 

Fortunestown B Phase                110 units (remedial works in progress on Fortunestown B Phase 1
heating  systems   in 57 units)

Kilcarrig Phase 3                         45 units       20 units in March / 25 units in April

Greenhills Road (Part V)                   8 units         2nd Quarter 2009

Arena Court (Part V)                       35 units        1st Quarter 2009

Eaton, Rathcoole (Part V)                 4 units         2nd Quarter 2009

Avonbeg Phase 4                                7 units         3rd Quarter 2009

Fettercairn  Phase 2                          32 units        3rd Quarter 2010

Castletymon                                       32 units        1st Quarter 2010

Stocking Lane (Part V)                      40 units       4th Quarter 2009

TOTAL                                              313 UNITS
 

TENDER ASSESSMENT 

Knockmore                      90 units                  Approval received from    DOE. Proposed start October 2009

Stocking Lane                  24 units                  Project brief submitted to the Department for approval

Deerpark                            8 units                Target Tender date, 4th Quarter 2009

Rossfield Old Shop Site     9 units              Target Tender 4th Quarter 2009

Fortunestown B                   160 units         Proposal being reviewed by Architects       Phase 3 & 5                                                   Department

TOTAL                               291 UNITS 

 

CONCEPT DESIGN
Suncroft                                                10 units                                       2010 Start

TOTAL                                                 10 UNITS “
Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe, C. King and K. Warren 
contributed Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Housing list and the Transfer list would be updated on Membersnet.
T/175/09
PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES IN THE MACULLIAM ESTATE
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Phases 2 of this scheme is currently occupied and served by a temporary access / egress from McUlliam Lane onto the Fortunestown Road. This temporary arrangement, together with the temporary linkage of McUlliam Lane and MacUlliam Parade will be removed on completion and occupation of Phase 1 which will occur over the coming months. The new traffic circulation pattern will constitute a considerable improvement over the existing arrangement.

The issue of pedestrian movements from the McUlliam estate across Fortunestown Lane is complicated by the fact that there are currently no footpaths from the eastern or western extremities of the estate along the south side of Fortunestown Lane. There are currently no plans for construction of footpaths at these locations.

The natural crossing points from the scheme across the Fortunestown Lane will be from footpaths at the extremities of both McUlliam Lane and McUlliam Crescent. A safe footpath route exists within the estate between these four points.

A commitment was given at the Tallaght Area Committee (2) meeting of February 25, 2008, by Roads Department to carry out a count / survey to establish whether a warrant exists and to highlight a location for a potential pedestrian crossing at this general location. At a subsequent Traffic Management Committee meeting it was agreed to defer this survey until the housing scheme at McUlliam was completed and occupied. This will be the case in the coming months and Roads Department will be requested to make the necessary arrangements for the study to be undertaken as soon as is practical.”

A H 5 Map was available as part of the report.
Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and C. King contributed Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, replied to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Roads Department would be informed of the members concerns regarding the possible danger posed by an embankment of land at the estate.

T/176/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/177/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/178/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/179/09
CLEANING OF GUTTERS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor C. King:

“Concerned at the long term effect and wear, of the culmination of waste matter lodging in gutters, this Committee agrees to ask the manager can he confirm that it is over 20 yrs since many were cleaned in the Killcaraig, Drumcairn and Kilmartin areas of Fettercairn and in Brookview Estate in Tallaght and if any programme currently exists or is proposed for the immediate future”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The maintenance of gutters of Council rented accommodation is the responsibility of the  tenant as set down in the Appendix attached to each Tenancy Agreement and can be found under "External Repairs" (item  f ).

Therefore, no programme exists or is likely to exist in the near future for the carrying out of such works.

However the Maintenance Section will clean the gutters of Old Age Pensioners and perhaps tenants who have some disability, if requested.

If the Councillor has any individual requests for such tenants, he could pass them on to the Maintenance Section for attention.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors S. Crowe and J. Daly contributed, Mr. H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
T/180/09
ONGOING PROBLEMS IN THE BROOKVIEW AREA
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor C. King:

“This committee in view of ongoing problems being experienced in the general Brookview area calls on the manager to give a report outlining steps he proposes to take along with other agencies to address some of these issues.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“A total of 50 complaints of anti social behaviour by tenants from rented dwellings in Brookview Estate were reported to the Council's Housing Estate Management Team in 2008.

A total of 247 individual actions were taken by the Council in response to these complaints including the issue of some serious warnings which are a precursor to the service of notice to quit.  

There has been a large investment of resources in recent years in the administrative area of South Dublin County. Set out below are some of the initiatives and interventions made in order to improve the quality of life of residents in the County.

1.       A number of on-site visits have taken place by Council management with a view to identifying enforcement issues. These issues are being tackled on an inter departmental/agency approach. 

2.       A co-ordination meeting was held with Garda Management. Such meetings will continue to strengthen existing good linkages and co-operation with the Gardai. 

3.       Estate management procedures are constantly being reviewed and specific training has been undertaken by the Housing/Community staff on identifying and developing local community resources. This will further develop community focused initiatives and strengths. 

4.       Tenancy training has been reviewed with a view to emphasising the responsibilities of tenants to their local community and environment. A new programme has been developed with other agencies, (particularly CDI), and is being delivered to all new and prospective tenants of South Dublin County Council.

The primary aim of the above initiatives, is to ensure that South Dublin County is a safe and attractive place delivering good quality of life to those people living there.

Estate Management
Tackling anti social, and promoting pro-social, behaviour is at the core of this Councils housing management policy. Detailed below are the various projects that are currently being implemented in this regard.

Anti Social Policy
All complaints are dealt with in confidence.  The Estate Management Team will investigate every complaint and where appropriate will conduct interviews, issue verbal and written warnings, refer to other agencies, issue Eviction Notice (eviction of whole household)

Tenants involved in persistent anti-social behaviour will be evicted from Local Authority housing

Tenants evicted for anti-social behaviour cannot apply for Local Authority housing for 2 years and may not qualify for rent subsidy

The Council's Anti Social Policy document is currently being reviewed.  This review will be guided by the provisions of Housing (Miscellaneous) provisions Bill 2008.  A sub-committee of the Housing SPC has been formulated for purpose of  overseeing this review.

Vetting/Validation of Housing applicants
In the interest of achieving good estate management, and in accordance with the provisions of the Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act l997, applications under Section l4 and l5 of the Act are made to the Gardai in respect of each housing applicant so as to ensure the applicant is not currently known to the Gardai, and is not likely to engage in anti social activity to the detriment of existing and emerging communities.

Pre-Tenancy Training
The format/content of pre-tenancy training which is mandatory for all new tenants has also been revised as part of the overall review of the Estate Management function.   The Council recognizes new challenges that have emerged in recent years due in part to the numbers of new Irish who are being housed and the language and communication difficulties which have to be addressed so as to ensure the integration of these families into their community from the outset.   While the pre-tenancy training will be fully utilized to convey relevant information to our new tenants in relation to the charter of tenant’s rights and responsibilities, the focus will be on fostering and nurturing community spirit amongst the occupants of new developments with a view to creating ownership from the outset and staving off future incidence of anti social behaviour.  The training session will be supported by inter-active video link with a presentation from the ‘Connect-me’ which will provide valuable links and information to the local community in relation to local  social and physical infrastructure.  Pre-tenancy training is supported at cross-departmental level within the Council with individual stakeholders such as Health Services Executive (local Public Health Nurse), Department of Education (School Liaison Officer) and the local Community Gardaí also represented.   

It is further proposed to supplement pre-tenancy training with follow up visits to new tenants to ensure that they are integrating successfully into their new environment – where special interventions are identified, e.g. support services such as social workers, welfare officers, tenancy support officers or Family Functional Therapy, these will be put in place.

Family Support System 

 This service is targeted at families who are at risk of losing their tenancies because of anti-social behaviour. The Council's Welfare Team develops a preventative plan to create conditions for the sustainment of the tenancy and to protect the community in which the tenant lives from anti social behaviour. This plan is developed in consultation with the family support agencies, to ensure support services are bound together in a complimentary and integrated way. Families participating in this welfare plan are required to sign a Behavioural Contract Agreement requiring them to adhere to the terms and conditions of the plan. Breach of the Behavioural Contract can result in loss of their tenancy – approx. 33 families countywide are actively engaging with this support service. 

Weekly Housing Clinics are hosted by the Council's Housing Estate Management Team  throughout the county at the following locations: 

	Clinic Name
	Address of Clinic
	Days Held
	Time of Clinic

	Mary Mercer
	Mary Mercer, Jobstown
	Every Thurs
	11am – 12 noon

	Glenshane/Rossfield
	12 Brookfield Court
	Every Fri
	11am – 12 noon

	Killinarden
	Killinarden Community Centre
	Every Fri
	11am – 12 noon

	Fettercairn
	Fettercairn Community Centre
	Every Wed
	10.45am – 11.45am

	Clondalkin 
	Civic Offices, Clondalkin
	Every Thurs
	10 am – 11am

	Ronanstown
	Ronanstown CYC
	Every Tues
	11.30am – 1pm


Members of the public are actively encouraged to attend these clinics for purpose of discussing housing related business including incidents of anti social behaviour.  Where such incidents are reported they are treated with utmost confidentiality.  The Clinics are attended by the local Community Garda. 

CCTV
As a result of major anti-social activity and illegal dumping at a number of estates throughout the County it was considered necessary to install security cameras as a means of monitoring and identifying the persons involved in any further illegal activity. These cameras are sometimes monitored 24 hours per day during periods of increased anti social behaviour.

Inter-Agency Meetings
The Allocation Support Unit continues to work closely with other local agencies/groups in an integrated manner to improve service provision to the Council’s tenants.  ASU consults with the Gardai, Tallaght Partnership, Probation Services, the HSE, Dublin Bus, Social Welfare, etc.

Mediation Bureau
The Mediation Bureau is a community mediation service for people in conflict. It is an impartial, independent and confidential way of preventing conflict getting worse and restoring good relations.  In this regard the work of the Bureau is particularly relevant in the context of tenants’ relationships in Council estates where harassment, threat, intimidation, allegation, noise disturbance, and other anti-social behaviour exists.    A representative from the Mediation Bureau attends all Estate Liaison Committee meetings.  A number of families have retained their tenancy through this process over the years.    
County wide focus
The improvement of the Estate Management service will continue with the development of further county wide strategies / programmes that will ensure consistency of service, improve the coherence of the service and further enhance understanding of what the service is intended to achieve and what residents can expect.  These strategies will include an Environmental strategy, Sports Strategy, Arts/Cultural strategy, Residents Training Strategy, Community Development Programmes etc."

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.Bottom of Form
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Following a discussion to which Councillors  S. Crowe, J. Daly, C. King, K. Warren contributed, Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer  responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/181/09
QUESTIONS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/182/09
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/183/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/184/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/185/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/186/09
OPERATION OF THE NEW TALLAGHT STADIUM

It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe and seconded by Councillor J. Daly:
“This committee concerned at rumours of  possible delays in the opening of  the new stadium, the proposed home of  Shamrock Rovers FC calls on the manager to give an updated report on plans and structures he proposes to establish to ensure the smooth operation, and running  of the long awaited stadium.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council’s new Tallaght Stadium opened as planned on Friday 13th March 2009, when it staged the League of Ireland match between Shamrock Rovers and Sligo Rovers. The match was televised live by RTE.

All the necessary emergency services and policing arrangements were in place. The Council worked very closely with all the parties concerned to ensure that the  match was staged in a professional manner, meeting the relevant health and safety standards, as well as complying with EUFA (the European Football regulatory body) requirements 

The new stadium will accommodate 3,000 spectators initially, and will accommodate double this figure when the second stand is erected as planned during the summer.

While Shamrock Rovers Football Club will have the use of Tallaght Stadium for their home games, South Dublin County Council plans to explore every opportunity to maximise the use of the facilities at the stadium“
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Following a discussion to which Councillor K. Warren, C. King, J. Daly and S. Crowe contributed,   Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED. 

ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/187/09
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor J. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 – 2, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/188/09
LITTER AT  BROOKVIEW CRESCENT AND ST. AIDANS BUNGALOWS
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the manager will he arrange for the litter to be removed from the green space between Brookview Crescent and St. Aidans bungalows?"

REPLY:
There is an ongoing litter/dumping problem at this location and it appears to be the case that the material emanates from local households but there has been insufficient evidence found by the Warden to support fines or prosecutions.  The area is regularly monitored by the local Anti-Litter Warden to check for evidence and to arrange for clean ups as required.  The area is cleaned by the Parks Dept staff and they have been requested to carry out a clean up by the Warden.

Bottom of Form

 Bottom of Form

T/189/09
LITTER REMOVAL  ALONG THE RIVER DODDER AND AT THE REAR OF CHERRYFIELD TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION
QUESTION: Councillor S. Crowe

"To ask the Manager will he give an updated report on the litter removed and works carried along the River Dodder and at the rear of Cherryfield Traveller accommodation?"

REPLY:
In line with previous commitments, some minor clean-up works have been carried out by the caretaking staff at the site.  A substantial clean up of the parkland surrounding Cherryfield RCP is imminent following discussions between the Parks, Environmental Services and Housing Departments about  the resources that are available for this work.  Once the clean up is complete, the Anti-Graffiti Team will immediately carry out substantial re-painting to the boundary walls of Cherryfield RCP.

Discussions are ongoing between the Environmental Services and Housing Departments regarding the implementation of enhanced monitoring of alleged litter offences to support fines/prosecutions at this location.
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T/190/09
DRAFT EASTERN RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLAN
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The constituent local authorities of the Eastern River Basin District (ERBD) have prepared a Draft River Basin Management Plan and Programme of Measures for the ERBD which gives effect to the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC as transposed in Ireland by the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 722 of 2003) as amended by the European Communities (Water Policy) (Amendment) Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 219/2008). The purpose of the plan is to maintain the “high status” of waters where it exists, prevent any deterioration in the existing status of waters and to achieve at least “good status” in relation to all waters by 2015.

The area of the ERBD takes in all or part of counties Cavan, Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown, Fingal, Kildare, Louth, Meath, Offaly, South Dublin, Westmeath, Wicklow and Wexford.  It encompasses hydrometric areas 7, 8, 9 and 10.  This is the basin district for several significant bodies of water.  Some of the better known rivers are the Boyne, Liffey, Nanny, Devlin, Vartry, and Avoca.  There is extensive coastline with well-known high-amenity bays and beaches e.g. Dublin Bay and Brittas Bay.  The main water features are:

· 16 distinct river basins 

· Over 500 lakes – 20 of which are greater than 10 hectares in area 

· 2 canal systems – combined length 200km 

· 120km coastline with significant estuaries 

· 28 reservoirs.

The ERBD is the most densely populated of all Ireland’s RBDs.  The economic expansion of the recent years has given rise to a growth in population, especially the expansion of the Dublin commuter belt.

 In compliance with the European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435 of 2004), a Strategic Environment Assessment is being carried out on behalf of the ERBD constituent local authorities, and an Environmental Report has been prepared assessing the likely significant environmental impacts of implementing the Draft Plan and Programme of Measures.

 A Habitats Directive Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC has also been undertaken to ascertain if the Draft Plan and Programme of Measures could significantly impact on any site designated for conservation as part of the Natura 2000 network.

 Copies of the Draft Plan and Programme of Measures, the associated Environmental Report and the Habitats Directive Assessment can be downloaded from www.erbd.ie. A copy of the draft Plan is available for inspection at the Environmental Services Department, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 during office hours.

 The constituent local authorities now invite written submissions or observations with respect to the Draft Plan, associated Environmental Report and Habitats Directive Assessment. Written submissions should be forwarded for the attention of Mr Ray Earle , Project Co-ordinator, Eastern River Basin District Project c/o Dublin City Council, 4th Floor, 68-70 Marrowbone Lane, Dublin 8. Tel: 01-222 4274. email: comments@erbd.ie on or before 22nd June 2009. These submissions / observations will be taken into consideration before finalisation of the Plan.

 This notice is issued in accordance with Article 14.2 of the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 722/2003) and Article 13 of the European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 435/2004), on behalf of the constituent local authorities (Dublin City Council, Kildare County Council, Meath County Council, Wicklow County Council, Cavan County Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council, Louth County Council, Offaly County Council, South Dublin County Council, Westmeath County Council and Wexford County Council).”
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Mr R. Fitzpatrick, Executive Environmental Scientific Officer, made a presentation on the Plan. See H 9 Presentation.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr R. Fitzpatrick, Executive Environmental Scientific Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
T/191/09
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/192/09
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/193/09
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/194/09
MOUNT VENUS ROAD GREEN BIN SERVICE
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor S. Crowe:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to state why residents of Mount Venus Road have received no green bin service for the entire month of January and to provide a commitment from the contractor that this situation does not arise again save a severe snow storm or similar extraordinary event".
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
 “Greyhound Recycling & Recovery commenced the contract for the green bin collection service for the Dublin Region on 1st January 2009. This contract is managed by Dublin City Council on behalf of the four Dublin Local Authorities. Unfortunately, in the lead up to the transition of contractor, the previous contractor appeared to downscale their operations resulting in missed collections throughout the County. The consequent backlog of green bins to be collected impacted on Greyhound's service provision and when combined with teething problems for Greyhound this resulted in some householders not receiving a satisfactory service.   Senior management in Greyhound attended ongoing meetings to discuss the various aspects of their performance after the commencement of the contract and committed to improving the service levels and rectify specific issues raised.  Improvements were subsequently seen in the service level as a result of this and collections that were missed have for the most part now been provided.  In addition, a designated contact person has been appointed by Greyhound to liaise specifically with South Dublin County Council on issues arising in the County. 

Mount Venus Road experienced problems as a result of the above issues but also were affected by adverse weather conditions during the period when the contractor caught up on most missed collections. The service has now been restored to normal levels for the residents there and, while it is regrettable that these problems have arisen, Greyhound have and will continue to be taken to task where issues arise with a view to ensuring that the expected high standards of service are provided to customers going forward.”
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Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and S. Crowe contributed,                                         Mr. L Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED.

T/195/09
STONES AND RUBBLE ON THE OLD BELGARD ROAD
It was proposed by Councillor S. Crowe, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“This Committee agree to call on the Manager in view of the visible build of stones and rubble on the old Belgard Road and the obvious dangerous implications for pedestrians and other road users that appears to be coming  from lorries leaving Roadstone and asks him to liaise with other Departments and Agencies with a view  to

A) Get the Environments litter warden to carry out spot checks in this general area 

B) Ask the Garda Authorities to monitor overladen truck loads and speeds in the general area 

C) Investigate measures that can be taken to discourage heavy trucks using this road as a rat run. 

D) Carry out a more regular road sweeping operation in the area particularly near the Community Centre

E) Write to Roadstone asking them to take action against drivers and look for financial support for the clean up bill till the situation is resolved.

F) Carry out an investigation using camera and other surveillances devices to monitor the offending trucks using this particular road.

G) Agree to list this as a headed item”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Anti-Litter Warden for the area reports that he has inspected the area and ascertained that there is a problem with material spilling from trucks at the location referred.  Further investigation will be undertaken to determine which vehicles are causing the problem and enforcement under section 4 (1) of the Litter Pollution Act or under the Roads Act will be pursued as appropriate once this is determined.

Rather than altering existing roadsweeping schedules, it is preferable that the appropriate persons causing these issues are pursued to address the problem and the enforcement action will incorporate this.

The Roads Department report that it is not possible to apply a weight restriction on this road as Roadstone have an entitlement to access this road over a long period of time as their main access and egress to the south of the county from their Quarry. Businesses requiring access to the quarry could not be refused access by such a restriction either. 

The issue of the laden weight of the vehicles is a Garda matter and has been referred to An Garda Siochana for investigation.”
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Following a contribution from Councillor S. Crowe, Mr. L Magee, Senior Engineer,          responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to Roadstone Ltd regarding the matter.Bottom of Form
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







