COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 09th March 2009


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	King, C.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Maloney, E

	Corrigan, D.
	McDermott, T.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Murphy, M.


	Crowe, S.
	Neville, J.

	Daly, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Connor, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	Warren, K.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function


	 T. Doherty, P. Smith, F. Coffey, J. Walsh, F. Nevin, B. Coman, T. Walsh 

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, M. Judge,  H. Hogan, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, C.  Ryan

	Senior Executive Planners
	S. Rhys Thomas 

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’ Neill

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan

	Multi Media Developer 
	G. Warren


Councillor M. Corr, Mayor presided.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Cllr Corr, and all members of the Council extended congratulations to Cllr Catriona Jones and her husband Ross on the recent birth of their baby daughter Mia.

Before continuing with the meeting the Mayor wished to highlight the imminent opening of Tallaght Stadium later in the week.  This was a significant event in the County and the Mayor asked the Manager for a comment before proceeding.
Director of Service Mr. Tom Doherty outlined in brief the history of the project and advised that contracts are ongoing.  Shamrock Rovers will host 40 matches per year and will be renting office space and a shop on the complex.  A quarter acre site within the complex boundary will be developed as a clubhouse.   

 H1/0309 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th February 2009 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

H2/0309   
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2(a)/0309
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 3RD FEBRUARY 2009 - DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, & CORPORATE SERVICES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



H2(b)/0309
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) -  10TH 
FEBRUARY 2009 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, 
ENVIRONMENT, &  HOUSING





It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



H2(c)/0309
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) -  16TH FEBRUARY 2009 - 


DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), 

PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, &  HOUSING
 The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:



“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set 
out 
hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	1817
	The Phoenix Rising Marching Showband
	Minor Equipment Grant
	27/01/09
	€800

	1820
	Fettercairn Youth Football Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	05/02/09
	€3,000

	1818
	Rathcoole Community Council Ltd
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centres
	29/01/09
	€30,000



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)


Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received from the 
organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions 
of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	AGF 669
	Tallaght Guild ICA
	Assistance Grant towards annual programme of arts activities
	08/12/08
	€400

	ADF 670
	The Phoenix Youth Band
	Assistance Grant towards a competitive event to be held in St. Marks GAA club in May 2009
	27/01/09
	€600



It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”

It was proposed by Councillor Corr and seconded by Cllr Keane and 
RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin 
County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 16th February 2009 – 
Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.


H2(d)/0309  TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23RD  FEBRUARY 2009 -

DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, & 
CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



H2(e)/0309 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 18TH FEBRUARY 

2009 - DEALING WITH PLANNING (1 REPORT - PALMERSTOWN


LAP), DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, & ROADS 
Director of Service Mr. Frank Nevin outlined the Council’s position in relation to the motion and reaffirmed that the current Development Plan gives detailed guidance in Chapters five, ten, eleven and twelve for assessment of development proposals in Palmerston Village. He confirmed that the making of a Local Area Plan is not a requirement to assess the current Planning Application in relation to the site in question and recommended that the making of a Local Area Plan should be considered in the context of the review of the County Development Plan. 

REPORT:


“The following motion was adopted at the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee 
Meeting of 18th February 2009


MOTION (4 ) LOCAL AREA PLAN FOR PALMERSTOWN

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating and seconded by Councillor D. Corrigan:


“That this Committee requests the Manager to prepare a Local Area Plan for 
Palmerstown and that the Manager would set out the time-frame for the preparation 
of such a Local Area Plan. In the context of the current Proposed Development at the 
former Vincent Byrne site, it is premature to consider this Planning Application until 
a Local Area Plan is prepared. This Committee requests the Manager to seek a report 
from the National Roads Authority on its views of this proposed development, in the 
context of any future up-grading of the junction at the Kennelsfort Road/N4, 
including a east-west/west-east underpass similar to that at the Newcastle Road/N4 
junction in Lucan. The local community in Palmerstown is united and shocked at the 
prospect of such a massive over development on this site, which would have such 
devastating consequences for the entire Palmerstown Community, including 
the residents of Palmerstown Village. Would the Manager also present a 
detailed report on the longer-term traffic implications for Palmerstown, including 
Palmerstown Village at the Kennelsfort Road/N4 junction?”


The following report by the Manager was READ:


“The current County Development Plan has zoned lands in Palmerstown as LC - 
'Local Centre' and A - 'Residential'. With respect to the development of lands zoned 
LC, it is considered that the current plan gives detailed guidance in Chapters five, 
ten, eleven and twelve for assessing development proposals. Given the existing 
polices of the County Development Plan, current Government and Regional 
guidelines and the ongoing work programme of the Planning Department, a Local 
Area Plan for this is not a requirement and is not considered necessary to assess the 
current planning application.


With regard to the roads issues, a Consulting Engineer's report on the traffic 
assessment of this junction and the surrounding roads within the network is due this 
week.


The development of a scheme to improve this junction is at a very early stage and 
any recommendations contained within the traffic report must be reviewed as part of 
the overall transport strategy with the National Roads Authority in the context of this 
development proposal.


The Planning Authority has received an application for the re-development of the 
'Vincent L Byrne' site. The Planning Authority must make a decision that is grounded 
on the policies and objectives of the current County Development Plan policies, 
taking into consideration the recommendations from other Council Departments 
(including the Transportation Department), prescribed bodies (including the 
NRA) and third party objections received during the appropriate period.”


The members agreed that a report be brought to the March Council meeting.


Manager’s Report to Council 9th March 2009


As indicated in the foregoing report it is considered that the current Development 
Plan gives detailed guidance in Chapters five, ten, eleven and twelve for assessing 
development proposals. Given the existing polices of the County Development Plan, 
current Government and Regional guidelines and the ongoing work programme of 
the Planning Department, a Local Area Plan for this area is not a requirement and is 
not considered necessary to assess the current planning application.


It should be noted that the current application referred to in the motion must be 
considered in accordance with the policies and objectives of the current Development 
Plan. The preparation of this or any other LAP should be considered in the context of 
the review of the Development Plan.”
A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors Keating, Tuffy, O’Connell and Corrigan.  The main concern expressed related to the likely impact of the proposed development on local residents and requested that the Heritage / Village Renewal Plan be used to assist when considering planning applications in the village.
Mr. Nevin responded confirming that the application in question was under consideration, that a number of submissions had been received in respect of the application which would be taken into consideration, and that the preparation of this or other Local Area Plans should  be considered in the context of the Review of the County Development Plan.  At this point Mayor Corr proposed that the meeting also consider Motion No. 10 – submitted by Cllr Keating.  

“That the Manager would present a detailed a detailed report for discussion on the 
requirement for a Local Area Plan for Palmerstown following the passing of  my 
recent motion unanimously by the February 2009 Lucan/Clondalkin Area 
Committee 
1, including "That this Committee requests the Manager to prepare a Local Area Plan 
for Palmerstown and that the Manager would set out the time-frame for the 
preparation of such a Local Area Plan", and that the Manager was requested to 
reply by way of a Headed Item at the March 2009 Council Meeting.”
Cllr Keating accepted the Manager’s report.

H2(f)/0309 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH 




FEBRUARY 
2009 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - 



COMMUNITY GRANTS), PARKS, 
ENVIRONMENT, & 
CORPORATE 


SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants 
Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these 
grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set 
out 
hereunder, are recommended for approval:

	Ref:
	Group         
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application  
	Amount  

	1792
	Whitethorn Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	11/09/2008
	€500.00

	1800
	Clondalkin Village Community Games
	Youth Project Grant
	24/09/2008
	€1,000.00  

	1804
	Clondalkin Guild Irish Countrywomen's Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	10/10/2008
	€200.00

	1809
	Mill Court Residents Group
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	18/11/2008
	€200.00



Application for Grant (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a contribution under the Council’s Arts Scheme has been received 
from the organisation listed below. Payment of this contribution, in accordance with 
the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval.


Arts Contribution
	Group:
	Type of Application
	Date of Application  
	Amount

	Lucan Community College
	Cost of arts workshops as part of College Art Festival
	10/2/09
	€700



It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and 
RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
contributions as recommended in the foregoing report”.”

Bottom of Form


It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Ridge and 
RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) - 24th February 2009 Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 H3(a)/0309
ENVIRONMENT  STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i) Report of 
Meeting, 4th February 2009;   (ii) Minutes of Meeting 12th November 2008

(i) Report of Meeting 4th February

Attendance


Elected Members


Officials


Cllr T. McDermott


P. Poole, Director of Services 


Cllr S. Crowe



M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr M. Corr



J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer


Cllr E. Maloney



T. Moyne, Senior Engineer


Cllr C. Brophy



D. Finch, Senior Engineer







L. Magee, Senior Engineer







S. O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer







D. O’Brien, Principal EHO


Sectoral Interests


C. Kiernan – Community Forum


J. Lawlor – Community Forum


Michelle Kearns – Community Platform


Apologies


Cllr E. Walsh

1. Minutes of meeting of the SPC held on 12th November 2008.  Noted and 
Agreed.
2. Matters Arising – Mr Jim Lawlor raised a number of matters at this time, 

relating to illegal dumping in the Dublin Mountains. It was agreed that these 

matters would be dealt with under the headed item on this matter.

3. Eastern River Basin Management Plan - A presentation of the Draft 


Eastern River Basin Management Plan was made by Ms Amy O’Connell of the 

ERBD project team. 
4. 
Update on Climate Change Strategy – The draft climate change strategy 

was presented by the Environmental Awareness, Ms Sorcha O’Brien.  Cllr C 

Brophy requested that a further report on the matter be made to the Area 

Committee Meetings at the end of the consultation process and prior to 


submission to the County Council meeting.

5. 
Air Quality Management Plan – A presentation on the Dublin Region Air 

Quality Management Plan was made by the Principal Environmental Health 

Officer, Mr Dave O’Brien. 


6. 
Year of Innovation and Creativity - 
Ms. Philomena Poole gave a 


verbal report to the committee.

7. 
Glass Collection and Recycling – A Policy Review 

This item was deferred to the May 2009 meeting of the Environment SPC, 
due to the unavailability of the consultants representative Mr Warren Phelan.

8. 
Survey of Dumping in the Dublin Mountains – An update report on this 

matter which had been circulated was presented by Leo Magee, Senior 


Engineer, who responded to various questions raised by Mr Lawlor under 

matters arising.

9. 
EMS – Environmental Management System update


A presentation was made by the Environmental Awareness Officer detailing 

the scope of the Environmental Management System being developed by the 

Council.

10. A.O.B  No A.O.B.
The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.”

 The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of meeting of the Environment SPC held on 12th November          2008 in the Council Chamber
Attendance


Members


Officials


Cllr T. McDermott

P. Poole Director of Services 


Cllr G. O’Connell


M. Coleman Senior Executive Officer


Cllr M. Corr


J. Quinlivan Senior Executive Officer


Cllr E. Maloney


T. Moyne Senior Engineer


Cllr M. Murphy


D. Finch Senior Engineer


Cllr E. Walsh


L. Magee Senior Engineer






P. Harty Senior Engineer






R. McGarry A/ Senior Staff Officer


Sectoral Interests


C. Kiernan – Community Forum


J. Lawlor – Community Forum


Apologies


Cllr M. Corr


Cllr J. Lahart


Cllr C. Brophy


Cllr K. Warren


B. Buckley


M. Kearns



In the absence of An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. G. O’Connell 
presided at the start of the meeting.
1.   Minutes of meeting of the SPC held on 3rd September 2008.  Noted and   Agreed.

2.     Matters Arising – No matters arising.
         3.     Update on Climate Change Strategy – It was noted that CODEMA the 

        Dublin City Company engaged by the Council to draft a Climate Change 
 
        Strategy for the County had recently informed the Council that due to a 

        staff shortage it was not  possible to prepare a draftstrategy within the original 
        time frame i.e. 7th November 2008 and that it is now proposed that the draft 
        strategy will be available for referral to the SPC Working Group early in 2009.            
        An Cathaoirleach expressed his disappointment at the delay. 
   
        An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott took the chair at this stage in the  

   
        Meeting.

4. Draft Water Services Strategic Plan for the Dublin Region – 
Powerpoint   presentation on the Water Services Plan for the Dublin Region was presented by Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer.  Mr Moyne responded to various questions raised by the members.

5. New Water Services for Dublin – A short video on possible new water services for the Dublin Region was presented by Tom Moyne Senior Engineer. 

6. Glass Collection and Recycling – A Policy Review 
      Deferred.
7. Survey of Dumping – A report on this matter which had been circulated was presented by P. Harty Senior Executive Engineer.  Mr Harty responded to various questions raised by the members.

8. EMS – Environmental Management System update
not reached.
9. A.O.B – not reached.
      The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.”

The report was NOTED.

H3(b)/0309    TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
(i)  Report  


of Meeting, 26th February 2009  (ii) Minutes of Meeting 6th November



2008
(i)  Report of meeting 26th February
1.
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 6th November 2008 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2. Aerodromes – South Dublin 

Mr. J. McLoughlin gave a detailed presentation on the two aerodromes in South Dublin – Casement Aerodrome in Baldonnel and Weston Aerodrome in Lucan.   

Mr McLoughlin outlined details on development restrictions, noise contours and future policy of the Council to seek the co-operation of the Department of Defence and other Government Departments and agencies in the carrying out of a study on the safety and security implications of the development of Casement Aerodrome for joint military/civilian uses. 

Mr McLouglin informed the Committee that the Council propose to invite representatives from the Department of Defence and Weston Executive to present their vision of the future of these facilities to a future Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.

Following contributions from Cllr. C. Keane, Cllr. D. Keating, Cllr. D. Corrigan, Cllr. T. Ridge and Cllr. S. O’Connor the report was NOTED.

3.
Report on Naming of Roundabouts
Mr. P. Murphy gave an extensive presentation outlining the Council’s position in relation to the Naming of Roundabouts.  The presentation titled “Landmark Signage” outlined existing directional signage and requirements for identifying junctions.

Mr Murphy also outlined the Council’s Pilot Scheme whereby it is proposed that a countywide selection of junctions will be assessed for the installation of signs and a number of junctions reviewed.

Following consideration of the report the Committee made the following recommendation to the Council:-

“That distinctive landmark signage be installed at significant locations and that a pilot scheme at a limited number of selected junctions across the County will be assessed”.
4.
One Small Step – Partnership Programme
Mr P. Murphy outlined the Council’s initiative in relation to “One Small Step Partnership Programme” whereby the Council has been exploring how it can further advance and support more sustainable travel habits among staff, Members, Clients, Visitors and the general public.

Mr Murphy recommended to the Strategic Policy Committee that the Council formally join the One Step Partner Programme.

In becoming an official partner of the initiative, the Council will   undertake the following:

· To survey staff and visitors to the Council on their commuting habits 

· To encourage staff and visitors to use more sustainable transport and to 
support initiatives in this regard 

· To further develop the council's Workplace Travel Plan 

· To provide support to implement initiatives 

· To dedicate financial and non financial resources to supporting initiatives 

· To monitor the performance of the Council's Workplace Travel Plan 

· To work with other organisations in South Dublin to develop a "network of 
mobility" in the County.


Following consideration of the report the Committee made the following 
recommendation to the Council:-


“That the Council formally joins the One Small Step Partner Programme”.

5 Report on “Smarter Travel – A Sustainable Travel Future” – A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009-2020
Mr. P. Murphy gave a summary of the Report launched by Minister for Transport, Mr Noel Dempsey TD “Smarter Travel – A Sustainable Travel Future” – A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009-2020.

Mr Murphy gave brief summaries of each chapter of the document outlining targets, actions and funding needed to show how we can reverse current unsustainable transport and travel patterns and reduce the health and environmental impacts of current trends and improve our quality of life.

After discussion and questions raised by Cllr. K. Warren, Cllr. D. Corrigan and Cllr. E. Tuffy, Mr McLoughlin and Mr. Murphy responded to queries raised.
The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

 _______________                               _______________
Councillor K. Warren                            Date
Chairperson”

The report was NOTED.
 
(ii) Minutes of Meeting of 6th November 2008
Present:
 Elected Members:
Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor D. Keating

Councillor S. O’Connor

Councillor K. Warren

Councillor T. Ridge

Councillor C. Keane

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Sectoral Interests: Ms. D. Quinn, Community Forum

Council Officials: 
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation And 

                             



County Engineer   

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer

Mr J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer




     
Mr. D. Ryan, Senior Engineer

Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Engineer

                      
Ms. K. Gainford, Assistant Staff Officer (assigned)             


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.
1.

Confirmation of Minutes


Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 4th September 
2008 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2.      
Presentation on Cycling in South Dublin  

D. Ryan gave an extensive presentation on the Cycle Strategy 2008-2010 including details on the existing and proposed cycle network and the proposed green route network.

The presentation also included recommendations on new policy initiatives and objectives which would form the cornerstone of the strategy and which would be included into the new Development plan.

Following contributions from Cllr. C. Keane, Cllr. S. O Connor, 

Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. K. Warren and Cllr. D. Keating the proposed strategy was AGREED.
3. Presentation on Traffic Control & Monitoring System & Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) System
A. O. Mullane made a detailed presentation on the Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) and Micro Processor Optimised Vehicle Actuation (MOVA) Programme 2008-2010.

In the course of the presentation it was noted that the ANPR system can be used to facilitate journey time analysis and route planning to show comprehensive journey complete times between public and private vehicles.  The system is also useful for route planning demonstrating virtual tolling/road pricing and will integrate with potential expansion of the systems beyond the Greater Dublin Area.

An expansion of the Council’s MOVA (Micro processor Optimised Vehicle Actuation) System for through put locations was detailed.

4. Aerodromes – South Dublin 
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. K. Warren informed the Committee that as the time for the meeting had expired, she would be unable to take the report on Aerodromes in South Dublin.

An Cathaoirleach indicated that this matter would be taken as a priority at the next meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

 _______________                              _______________

Councillor K. Warren                            Date

Chairperson”

The report was NOTED.
H3(c)/0309
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
  (i) Report of Meeting, 11th February  2009   (ii) Minutes of Meeting 5th  November 2008
(i) Report of Meeting 11th February

Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr C. King, Chair  
	Pat Smith , Director of Services

	Cllr C. Jones 
	Willie Sheils, Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr C. Brophy
	Hugh Pierce, Administrative Officer

	Cllr J. Neville 
	Alison Silke , Sports and Recreation Officer

	Cllr D. Keating
	Thomas McDermott, Sports Partnership

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 

	James Coughlan
	 



An Cathaoirleach Councillor Cathal King Presided.

1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 5th November 2008 were noted and 
approved.


2. Matters arising.


3.  H-1 (2)  Community Facilities Report.

P. Smith presented above report and advised of progress and current position with 
regard to the various projects.


He advised that the current economic climate ( including availability of development 
levies) would affect the speed at which progress will be made in advancing the 
various projects.


Following discussion to which Cllrs. King,  Keating, Jones and C. Johnston  and W. 
Sheils contributed the position regarding Jobstown and Ballyowen Community 
Facilities was noted.


The issue regarding maximizing use of all available facilities over each day was noted 
as was the need to ensure adequate and appropriate signage to ensure that all 
citizens are aware of the location of the facilities.


It was pointed out that the Council will be working with all interested parties ( Road 
Authorities, Tourism organizations etc.) to ensure adequate signage is put in place.


The use of both Council and Centre / Facility websites  was cited as another 
appropriate mechanism by which to advertise the centres and their activities.


4.  H-1(3) Sports Audit Update 

Position regarding Community facilities and Sports facilities Audit was noted following 
an update from P. Smith and A. Silke..


Following a discussion to which Cllrs King, Keating ,Jones and C. Johnston and W. 
Sheils contributed A. Silke , Sports Officer outlined the reasons why the Audit took 
place , detailed the methodology used to compile the information ,explained the 
ongoing nature of the process and advised that the completed audit will be used as a 
basis for further analysis of the facilities with regard to peak usage times, categories 
of persons availing of the facilities etc.


In response to general queries concerning licence / lease issues W. Sheils advised 
that a comprehensive review of this issue is currently underway in the Council.


It was noted that the Audit  will also be circulated to all members of Council and will 
most likely be used by Central Government to inform itself regarding future Sports 
Capital programmes.


5.    H-1(4)  2009 Year of Creativity and Innovation.

W. Sheils introduced this item and spoke with regard to the need for the Council to 
maximize all its resources both financial, infrastructural and human in order to ensure 
that we can attempt to target and service particular cohorts that for whatever 
reason are currently not accessing sport and recreational opportunities.


Following discussion to which all members contributed it was noted that one welcome 
aspect of the current economic downturn is the increasing number of persons coming 
forward to volunteer in all aspects of community life including sport and recreation.


W Sheils spoke of the need to harness this energy and commitment and to this end 
will arrange to meet with all local centre managers , staff and community partners to 
see how this renewed focus can assist in advancing  our goals of increased 
participation by all (  especially girls and older people ) in sport and recreational 
pursuits.


6.  H-1(6)  Sports Partnership Update.

T. McDermott gave a presentation on the policies, operations, strategy and vision of t
he Local Sports Partnership and brought the members through the new Sports 
Partnership website which was officially launched on 28/1/09.


Following the presentation T Mc Dermott and W Sheils responded to questions from 
the Committee and again referred to the need to target our limited resources at 
those members of the community not currently participating.


7.    A O B

A. Silke, Sports Officer invited the committee members to the launch of the latest Sli 
na Slainte walking route in Tymon Park on 12/2/09.


Meeting concluded at 7pm.”
 
The report was NOTED.

      (ii)  Minutes of meeting,  5th November 2008
 
ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS                                0FFICIALS

Cllr C. King, Chair                       Pat Smith , Director of Services


Cllr C. Jones                              Billy Coman , Senior Executive Officer


Cllr C. Brophy                            Hugh Pierce , Administrative Officer


Cllr J. Neville                              Alison Silke , Sports and Recreation Officer


Cllr D. Corrigan                          Thomas McDermott , Sports Partnership 

Cllr P. Cosgrave


  Coordinator


Cllr D. Keating


Cecil Johnston


Ambrose Shields


Sean Reid


An Cathaoirleach Councillor Cathal King Presided.

 1. Minutes of previous meeting held on 10th September 2008  were noted.


2. Matters arising.


Before replying to this matter B. Coman expressed his sympathy and that of 
management and staff to committee member Ambrose Shields on the recent tragic 
death of his daughter.


 Committee Chair Cllr King requested a briefing on the issue of levels of anti social 
behaviour in the County.


 B. Coman advised that all resources and efforts of the Council are being directed at 
pro-social policies and activities and that Community Facilities have a big role to play 
in fostering participation and inclusion by all age groups within the County. It will also 
be necessary to achieve maximum usage of existing facilities in an open, accessible 
and affordable way.


 He advised that an analysis of anti – Social behaviour and activities is currently being 
prepared following which results will be circulated to Committee members.

 
Following a general discussion to which Cllrs. Cosgrove, Corrigan, Jones, Brophy, 
King and committee member C. Johnston contributed it was noted that 
community 
facilities and access to them is vitally important.


In this context current status of those Sports Complexes (owned by Department Of 
Education and Science) at Collinstown, Killinarden, Firhouse and Palmerstown was 
raised as Departmentof Education and Science have indicated they are no longer in a 
position to provide funding (dormant account funding exhausted) to allow continued 
operation of community element.


 B. Coman advised that both the Council and VEC (who contribute to annual running 
costs) are currently working  with the Department of Education to  identify and 
source funding  that will allow at least existing community operations to continue 
during 2009 albeit with reduced staff.


It was agreed that a letter on behalf of the Committee would be sent to the 
Department of Education and Science making representations in the strongest 
possible terms with regard to the need for these facilities to continue to be available 
to the wider community.


3. Position regarding Community facilities and Sports facilities audit was noted 
following an update from B. Coman.


4. Presentation by T. McDermott, South Dublin County Local Sports Partnership 
Coordinator.


T. McDermott gave a presentation on the policies, operations, strategy and vision of 
the Local Sports Partnership and brought the members through the new Sports 
Partnership website.


Following the presentation T Mc Dermott and B Coman responded to questions from 
the Committee.


5. AOB 


There were no items under this heading. 


Meeting concluded at 7 pm”.

The report was NOTED.
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(i) Report of Meeting 12th February


PRESENT:


Members:                                  Council Officials:

	M. Ardagh
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	M. Corr
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	T. Gilligan
	M O Shaughnessy
	Senior Executive Officer

	J. Hannon
	M. Fagan
	Senior Executive Officer

	C. King
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	E. Maloney
	 
	 

	T. Ridge
	
	

	 
	
	

	R. Smyth,  Tallaght Community Radio Forum
	
	

	M. Healy, Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit
	
	

	 
	
	

	Apologies were received from the following for inability to attend:
	
	

	Cllr. T. McDermott
	
	

	Ms B. Tyrrell Collard, CPSU & ICTU, Trade Union
	
	

	 
	
	



Councillor E. Maloney chaired the meeting.  


H-I(1)              Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 
Meeting held on 13th November, 2008 were proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh 
econded by Cllr. C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)   Matters Arising  

            It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


H-I(3)    RAS Update  


The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) commenced in South Dublin County 
Council in 2005.  To date 626 Rent Supplement Recipients have been transferred to 
RAS.  A total of 189 vacant properties have been contracted into RAS.  These 
properties are required to meet the needs of those Rent Supplement 
Recipients whose landlords are not interested in contracting into RAS or where their 
existing accommodation does not suit their requirements due to its size or its failure 
to meet the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations.


One hundred of the Rent Supplement Recipients transferred are now in 
accommodation which is owned by South Dublin County Council and designated 
RAS.  This accommodation is managed and maintained by North & East Voluntary 
Housing Association Ltd. under a Service Level Agreement which became effective on 
1st January 2009.


Inspections under the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 1993 are 
also managed by the RAS Unit.  At the end of 2008 a total of 1695 properties had 
been inspected.  New regulations came into effect on 1st February 2009 Housing 
(Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008.  These regulations include 
additional requirements which will give rise to the phasing-out of traditional 'bedsit' 
accommodation and takes into account the particular requirements of multi unit 
dwellings.  


During 2009 it is proposed to transfer 400 Rent Supplement Recipients to RAS.  In 
addition approximately 190 Rent Supplement Recipients will be accommodated in 
standard local authority homes, voluntary homes and Part V procured homes.”


Mr M Fagan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr B Coman, Director of Services 
summarised the report


Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, M. Ardagh, E. Maloney 
and Ms. M Healy contributed, Mr M Fagan, Senior Executive Officer responded to 
queries raised.


The report was NOTED.


H-I(4)     Tenancy Agreement

“A subgroup of the Housing and Social SPC has been established for the purpose of 
reviewing the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the 
Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the Scheme of 
 will also form part of the overall review.  The purpose of the review is to strengthen 
the enforcement powers available to the Housing Authority having regard to the 
changing profile of our local communities. The sub group comprises the following 
members of the SPC; Mayor M.Corr, Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr C. King and Ms. Betty Tyrell- 
Callard.  The inaugural meeting of the group was held on the 7th October 2008 when 
the following ten no. recommendations were made by the Members:


1.      Members want a review of Computer System for Housing.


2.      If new system cannot be introduced the Housing Application Form will need 


to be simplified.


3.      Councillors 20 recommendations in relation to Tenancy Agreement previously  
agreed to be revisited.


4.      Manchester initiatives in relation to anti social behaviour to be incorporated in 
draft documentation.      


5.      There should be a mechanism in place to ensure that what is agreed by various 
agencies at case conferences is followed through. 


6.      Housing Application Form should stress what a tenant’s responsibilities/duties 
are while they are in Private Rented Accommodation awaiting allocation of house.


7.      We should aspire to ensuring that someone evicted for Anti-Social behaviour 
not be allowed to get private rented within 3 mile radius. 


8.      Duties and responsibilities of applicants and tenants to be stressed at all times 
and on all application forms.


9.      Gardaí not to be involved in sub group discussions until we are certain where 
our responsibilities end and theirs begin. 


10.    Elected members suggested that a representive, possibly from a Housing 
Association, be advise on the strategy.      


It is hoped to complete the review by lst quarter of 2009.” 

            It was AGREED to take Headed Item No. 5 in conjunction with the above Headed 
Item. 


H-I(5)  Anti – Social Behaviour 


“The Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy document entitled "A Safe and Peaceful 
Place to live" was adopted in February 2005.  The purpose of the policy was to create 
and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin 
County Council by actively tackling anti social behaviour through prevention, 
enforcement, support and rehabilitation.


http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications/pdf/

A sub-committee of the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee was 
established for the purpose of reviewing the aforementioned Policy document aimed 
at building on the UK experience of Manchester City Council in dealing with anti-
social behaviour with a particular focus on inter-agency co-operation, enforcement 
powers, victim focus, perpetrators rights and PR campaign. The sub-committee 
comprises of 3 members, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr. Cathal King and Ms. Betty Tyrrell-
Collard (representing Trade Union interest).


The inaugural meeting of the committee was held on the 23rd October 2007. The 
second meeting of the sub group took place on the 08th January 2008. A third 
meeting of the group was held on the 7th October 2008 when the following 10 no. 
recommendations were made by the Members:


1.      Members want a review of the Computer System for Housing.


2.      If a new system cannot be introduced the Housing Application Form will need 
to be simplified.


3.      Councillors 20 recommendations in relation to Tenancy Agreement previously 
agreed to be revisited.


4.      Manchester initiatives in relation to anti social behaviour to be incorporated in 
draft documentation.      


5.      There should be a mechanism in place to ensure that what is agreed by various 
agencies at case conferences is followed through. 


6.      Housing Application Form should stress what a tenant’s responsibilities/duties 
are while they are in Private Rented Accommodation awaiting allocation of house.


7.      We should aspire to ensuring that someone evicted for Anti-Social behaviour 
not be allowed to get private rented within 3 mile radius. 


8.      Duties and responsibilities of applicants and tenants to be stressed at all times 
and on all application forms.


9.      Gardaí not to be involved in sub group discussions until we are certain where 
our responsibilities end and theirs begin. 


10. Elected members suggested that a representive, possibly from a Housing 
association, be advised on the strategy.      


The recently published Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 
(http://www.environ.ie/en/Legislation/DevelopmentandHousing/Housing/FileDownLo
ad,17932,en.pdf) contains provisions in relation to anti social behaviour in local 
authority housing estates.  Each Housing Authority will be required to draw and 
adopt an anti social behaviour strategy, the principal objectives of which shall be as 
follows:


(a) the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour


(b) the co-ordination of services within the housing authority directed at dealing with, 
or preventing or reducing, anti-social behaviour

(c) the promotion of co-operation with other persons, including the Garda Siochána, 
in the performance of their respective functions insofar as they relate to dealing with, 
or the prevention or reduction of, anti social behaviour, having regard to the need to 
avoid duplication of activites by the housing authority and such other persons in the 
performance of those functions, and


(d) the promotion of good estate management.


The Anti social behaviour strategy will set out the proposals of the Housing Authority 
for achieving these objectives including:


(a) procedures in relation to the making of complaints to the housing authority in 
respect of anti social behaviour; 


(b) initiatives for the prevention and reduction of anti social behaviour;


(c) the provision of education relating to, and the carrying out of research into, anti 
social behaviour and its prevention and reduction. 


In drawing up its anti social behaviour strategy Housing Authorities will be required 
to consult with -  


(a)   any joint policing committee established under section 36 of the Garda Siochána 
Act 2005 in respect of its administrative area.


(b) the Garda Siochána,


(c) the Health Service Executive, and


(d) any other person as the authority considers appropriate.


The full text of the relevant section of the Bill is included hereunder for clarity.   
There are indications that this bill may be passed into law next month and while the 
final wording of the legislation cannot be anticipated it is expected that this section of 
the bill will be retained.


The drawing up and adoption of the anti social behaviour strategy will be a reserved 
function of the Council.   A draft strategy has been prepared and the Scheme of 
Letting priorities and the Tenancy Agreement are currently being updated at the end 
of which process a meeting of the working group will be convened to examine the 
draft documents before they are brought to the committee proper.


 Section 34 of The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 reads as follows.

“34.—(1) A housing authority shall, within one year of the 


commencement of this section, draw up and adopt a strategy (in this


section referred to as an “anti-social behaviour strategy”) in respect


of that part or those parts of its administrative area in which are


situated—

(a) dwellings let by the housing authority to tenants under the 


Housing Acts 1966 to 2008,

(b) dwellings in which relevant purchasers (within the meaning


of section 1 of the Act of 1997) reside, and


(c) sites (within the meaning of section 1 of the

 Act of 1997).

(2) An anti-social behaviour strategy shall have as its principal 


objectives—

(a) the prevention and reduction of anti-social behaviour,

(b) the co-ordination of services within the housing authority


directed at dealing with, or preventing or reducing, antisocial


behaviour,

(c) the promotion of co-operation with other persons, including


the Garda Siochana, in the performance of their


respective functions insofar as they relate to dealing with,


or the prevention or reduction of, anti-social behaviour,


having regard to the need to avoid duplication of activities by the housing authority 
and such other persons in the performance of those functions, and

(d) the promotion of good estate management.

(3) An anti-social behaviour strategy shall set out the proposals


of the housing authority for achieving the principal objectives


15 referred to in subsection (2), including, but not necessarily limited to,


the following:

(a) procedures in relation to the making of complaints to the


housing authority in respect of anti-social behaviour;

(b) initiatives for the prevention and reduction of anti-social


20 behaviour;

(c) the provision of education relating to, and the carrying out


of research into, anti-social behaviour and its prevention


and reduction.

(4) A housing authority—


25 (a) shall, not less than 6 months before the expiration of its


housing services plan, and

(b) may, from time to time as it thinks fit,


review its anti-social behaviour strategy and amend the strategy or


draw up and adopt a new strategy, as it considers appropriate.


(5) When drawing up a strategy, or before amending a strategy, a


housing authority shall consult with—

(a) any joint policing committee established under section 36


of the Garda Siochana Act 2005 in respect of its administrative


area,

(b) the Garda Siochana,

(c) the Health Service Executive, and

(d) any other person as the authority considers appropriate.

(6) The drawing up and adoption of, and the amendment of, an


anti-social behaviour strategy shall be a reserved function.

(7) The drawing up and adoption of, and amendment of, an antisocial


behaviour strategy is not to be taken to confer on any person


a right in law that the person would not otherwise have to require a


Housing Authority in a particular case to exercise any function conferred


on it under the Act of 1997 or this Act or to seek damages


for a housing authority’s failure to perform any such function.” 

 
Mr Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the reports.

 
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, E. Maloney and Ms M 
Healy contributed Mr Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr B Coman, 
Director of Services responded to queries raised. It was AGREED that a meeting of 
the Subgroup, set up to advance the preparation of the Anti-social Strategy and 
Review of Scheme of Letting Priorities and Tenancy Agreement, would meet in early 
March, 2009. 


The reports were NOTED.  


H-I(6)        Affordable Homes 


The following report which had been circulated was NOTED: 


“South Dublin County Council currently has 247 homes available for sale. 85 of the 
homes are in the ownership of South Dublin County Council and  the remaining 162 
are being sold directly to eligible applicants by the developer through the direct sales 
process. Because of the current economic conditions, falling house prices on the open 
market, difficulties sourcing mortgage finance, both the Council and developers are 
encountering challenges  in selling the affordable homes. At present there are 2585 
approved applicants for affordable housing on our list.


While this Council has been in discussions with the Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government in relation to the foregoing issue, the Affordable 
Homes Partnership has co-ordinated the position with a number of local authorities 
on unsold homes on behalf of the Department of the Environment , Heritage and 
Local Government.  The matter is of concern for a number of local authorities 
nationally and is under review. A number of options  such as;


·         Affordable rental 


·         Rent to buy option 


·         Transfer to Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) where appropriate 


·         Transfer to social housing where appropriate and subject to DOE funding. 


·         Discounting the affordable price


are currently being examined by this local authority and other local authorities 
together with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
in order to reach a satisfactory solution. 


In developments where the price of the homes remains affordable when compared to 
the current market price, our  marketing strategy is being reviewed in an effort to sell 
the current stock.  However, this Council is conscious of the fact that the eligible 
applicants  have to be  provided with a home that  is reasonably priced, affordable 
and suitable to their needs.” 

 Ms M O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
 
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Ardagh, T. Gilligan, and Ms M. Healy 
contributed Ms M O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries 
raised. It was AGREED that Housing Department would obtain further information in 
relation to the development in Gilabbey Court, Cork, as presented at the September 
Meeting of the Housing and Social SPC, and consider if this type of development 
would be appropriate or suitable for South Dublin County Council.

 
The report was NOTED.

 
The meeting concluded at   7 pm.”         


The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 13th November 2008

 PRESENT:



Members:



Council Officials:
	M. Corr
	F Nevin
	A/Director of Housing

	R. Dowds
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	T. Gilligan
	M O Shaughnessy
	Senior Executive Officer

	J. Hannon
	Y Dervan
	Senior Executive Officer

	C. King
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	E. Maloney
	
	

	T. Ridge

	M. Ardagh

	

	R. Smyth,  Tallaght Community Radio Forum

	M. Healy, Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit

	

	



Councillor E. Maloney chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
Minutes

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 11th September, 2008 were proposed by Councillor   E. Maloney seconded by Cllr. T. Ridge and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.


H-I(2)
Matters Arising  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.


H-I(3)
Update on Housing Needs Analysis

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS NOVEMBER 2008 

HOUSING LIST @ 07/11/2008


At present there are 5,575 live applications on the housing list, 3,050 are in 
receipt of Rent Supplement and 547 are RAS tenants.


Breakdown of family composition as follows:

	Family size
	Number on List
	%

	Adults
	Children
	
	

	1
	0
	1122
	20.13%

	2
	0
	  137
	2.46%

	3+
	0
	    14
	0.25%

	1
	1
	1668
	29.92%

	1
	2
	  798
	14.31%

	1
	3+
	  478
	8.57%

	2
	1
	  247
	4.43%

	2
	2
	  408
	7.32%

	2
	3+
	  687
	12.32%

	Other
	Other
	    16
	0.29%

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	5575
	100%



Housing applicant’s source of income

	Income Type
	No. of Applicants
	%

	Unemployed Assistance / Benefit / Social Welfare
	2003
	35.93%

	Lone Parents Allowance
	1710
	30.67%

	Employed (inc. part-time)
	1131
	20.29%

	Disability/Invalidity - Allowance/Benefit/ Pension
	379
	6.80%

	Back to Work
	149
	2.67%

	FAS
	40
	0.72%

	Old Age Pension
	47
	0.84%

	Maternity
	37
	0.66%

	VTOS
	25
	0.45%

	Carers Allowance
	24
	0.43%

	CE Scheme
	20
	0.36%

	Widows Pension
	10
	0.18%

	 
	 
	 

	                                   TOTAL
	5575
	100%



Housing applicants are listed under D.O.E.categories as follows:-

	Value
	Description
	Nos.

	A
	Homeless
	71

561

	B
	Travellers 
	126

	C
	Living in accommodation that is unfit or materially unsuitable
	0

	D
	Living in overcrowded conditions
	    671

	E
	Sharing accommodation involuntarily
	474

	F
	Young persons leaving institutional care or without family accommodation
	 4

	G
	In need of accommodation for medical or compassionate reasons
	 49

	H
	Elderly
	14



	I
	Disabled or handicapped
	  16

	J
	Not reasonably able to meet the cost of the accommodation
	4150

	 
	                                                                                              TOTAL
	5575



These figures are based on 1st category, applicants may fall into two or more 
categories


i.e. G - Medical


      H – Elderly

    
      D – Overcrowding”
Ms Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillor T Ridge contributed Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
Report from Workshop on Part V

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“DRAFT ONLY

Discussion paper: South Dublin County Council – Part V policy.


1. Introduction

The Councils housing strategy is set out in accordance with the Planning & 
Development Act 2000 in the County Development Plan 2004-2010.


It is anticipated that supply of social/affordable/voluntary, (sav), homes in 
accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, (as amended) has 
and will form a significant portion of home delivery in the coming years. The aim of 
this document is to set out the Councils policy when dealing with developers on Part 
V supply. 

· The proposed policy is set out. 

· The approval procedure is identified. 

· Finally, the implementation of the policy, (if adopted), is outlined.


A workshop with the SPC and representatives from the Irish Home Builders 
Association and the Affordable Homes Partnership was held in September 2008.


The revised draft policy is set out below.


2. Policy (PROPOSED)

(i) In accordance with the South Dublin County Housing Strategy the policy of South Dublin County Council is to aim to achieve delivery of the required sav homes in accordance with Part V on site as part of the development which is the subject of the planning application. This is the primary basis on which all negotiations will be conducted.

(ii) In so far as practicable the Housing Department will commence Part V negotiations as early in the planning process as possible. The intention will be that the Part V agreement and appropriate funding approvals are in place prior to commencement of construction.
(iii) The involvement of Voluntary Housing Associations will be welcomed in Part V supply subject to discussions and agreement with the Councils Voluntary Housing Unit. These discussions and agreements should coincide and finalise with the overall Part V arrangements including funding approvals and are subject to the approval of the members in accordance with the Housing Act 1992.
(iv) In so far as practicable affordable properties will be marketed through direct sales by the developer. Any request from the developer that the homes be subsequently purchased by SDCC will be subject to the proviso that the homes may be used for any purpose in accordance with the Councils Housing Strategy.

(v) RAS proposals from developers for Part V provision will be examined and assessed on an individual basis. Proposals must provide equivalent value as the other forms of provision provided for in the legislation.

(vi) However, as indicated in the legislation there may be instances where on-site delivery is neither practicable nor desirable from South Dublin County Councils point of view.

(vii) The only instances where the position at (vi) above will be acceptable in South Dublin County is where 

(a) The development is a small development i.e. less than 10 homes. (Larger schemes must meet Council requirements for tenure mix). For purposes of clarity the scale of the development must “fit” the available site, i.e., the application cannot form part of, or be “split” from, a larger development. If the application is either part of a larger scheme and/or there is additional residential capacity on the site (i) above will apply

AND

(b) The homes being developed are not suitable for sav homes due to size and/or type, or

(c) The home being developed are not possible to place on the market as affordable homes due to certified cost price, or

(d) The homes being developed are not suitable as social homes due to certified cost price having regard to DOELG guidelines and funding.

(It is envisaged that this clause will normally only be applicable to small infill schemes.)


Certified cost price is to mean the cost price per home calculated in accordance with 
the terms of the Planning Acts.

(viii) Where a developers planning application falls within the terms of (vii) above and the developer applies to pay compensation in lieu of the Part V requirement the Councils valuer will enter into negotiations and seek to reach agreement on value with the developer and/or their agents.

(ix) In instances where financial compensation is accepted in lieu of homes the intention will be that monies will be utilised for housing purposes in the Local Electoral Area in which the site is located in order to deliver a planning/housing gain to the local community.

(x) Off-site provision will not normally be acceptable under Part V. The reasons for this are :

(a) 
The acceptance of same could lead to distortion in the tenure mix in both 
developments and/or the wider area(s).

(b) 
Administrative, legal and practical difficulties in monitoring and delivering the 
homes on the alternative site.

(xi) The mix of social/affordable/voluntary homes in each case will be decided by reference to the Housing Strategy and the current demand in the relevant area.

3. Approval of draft policy
(i) In the first instance it is proposed to present this document to the Housing SPC for perusal & discussion.

(ii) The position document agreed with the SPC will then be brought to the Area Committees of the Council.

(iii) It may be necessary to return to the SPC with the input from the Area Committees.

(iv) The final document agreed with the SPC will be brought to the members of South Dublin County Council for final discussion and possible approval.

4. Implementation of Policy

The policy, if approved by the members, will be circulated to the interested parties, including the CIF and the ICSH, and will, as indicated in the introduction, form the basis of all Part V negotiations in South Dublin County.

5. Next steps.

     As indicated above this document is now before the Housing SPC.

     Frank Nevin

     A/Director of Housing.

The following links were also provided;

Presentation from John O‘Connor AHI

Presentation from Noel O‘Connor IHBA

Minutes of Workshop on Part V 26th September 2008”

F. Nevin, A/Director of Services, summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, C. King, M. Ardagh, and J. Hannon contributed.  F. Nevin, A/Director of Services, responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to remove points (IX). The report is now to go to the 3 Area Committees.


H-I(5)
Review on the Scheme of Letting Priorities/ tenancy 
agreement/ ASB Policy 

 
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:



“Report on review of scheme of letting priorities/tenancy agreement/ASB 

policy



Housing and Social SPC has been established for the purpose of reviewing 

the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy document which was adopted by the 


Members in 2005.  The Council’s Tenancy Agreement together with the 


Scheme of 




Letting 
Priorities, which was adopted by the Members and approved by the 

DoEHLG in 2006, will be also form part of the overall review.  The purpose of 

the review to strengthen the enforcement powers available to the Housing 

Authority having regard to the 
changing profile of our local communities. 

The sub group 
comprises the following 
members of the SPC; Mayor M.Corr, 

Cllr T. Ridge, Cllr C. King and Ms. Betty Tyrell- Callard.  The inaugural 


meeting of the group was held 
on the 7th October 2008 when the 


following ten no. recommendations were made by the Members:



1.      Members want a review of Computer System for Housing.



2.      If new system cannot be introduced the Housing Application Form will 

need to be simplified.



3.      Councillors 20 recommendations in relation to Tenancy Agreement 

previously agreed to be revisited.



4.      Manchester initiatives in relation to anti social behaviour to be 


incorporated in 
draft documentation.      



5.      There should be a mechanism in place to ensure that what is agreed 

by various agencies at case conferences is followed through. 



6.      Housing Application Form should stress what a tenant’s 



responsibilities/duties 
are while they are in Private Rented Accommodation 

awaiting allocation of house.



7.      We should aspire to ensuring that someone evicted for Anti-Social 


behaviour not be allowed to get private rented within 3 mile radius. 



8.      Duties and responsibilities of applicants and tenants to be stressed at 

all times and on all application forms.



9.      Gardaí not to be involved in sub group discussions until we are certain 

where 
our responsibilities end and theirs begin. 



10. Elected members suggested that a representative, possibly from 


a Housing Association, be advised on the strategy.      



It is hoped to complete the review by lst quarter of 2009.”

Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, R. Dowds, C. King, and M. Corr contributed Ms Y Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, and F Nevin A/Director of Services responded to queries raised. It was NOTED that the review of the Anti Social Behaviour Policy Scheme of Letting Priorities and Tenancy Agreement will need to be informed by the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 which has not yet become statute.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that concerns regarding difficult tenants would be brought up at the next meeting of the SPC sub group on review of ASB Policy Document. It was also AGREED to write to the Minister for Environment, Housing and Urban Renewal regarding anti social behaviour in the private rented sector.  


H-I(6)
Update on Traveller Accommodation Programme


The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:



“Update on Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013


 Notification of the publication of a Draft Traveller Accommodation 


Programme 2009 - 2013 was advertised in the national and local 


Press on the 22nd of October, 2008, and circulated to Members and 


relevant agencies.The 
latest date for receipt of written 




comment/submissions is the 22nd of December, 2008.



A report will be brought before each of the Area Committees prior to the 


December deadline and discussions with Councillors will take place on the 

draft Programme. Discussions on the Draft Plan will also take place at a 


specially convened meeting of 
the Local Traveller Accommodation 


Consultative Committee. A report will be prepared for the Manager, detailing 

all comments / 
submissions along with the Housing Departments 


comments on same. The Manager will then place the re-draft report 


before the full Council for ratification and adoption. Circular TAU 7/2008 


from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 



Government indicates that the 
latest date for adoption of the 



Programme is the 30th of April, 2009.”



Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised a Presentation on the 
Draft Document of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013. 
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and E. Maloney 
contributed Mr. H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries 
raised.


The report was NOTED.  



H-I(7)
Affordable Housing – Motion from Terenure Rathfarnham 
Area Committee Meeting


The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:



“The following motion was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave and seconded 

by Councillor C. Keane  and  PASSED at the Terenure- Rathfarnham Area 

Committee Meeting (2) held on 9th September, 2008:-



"That this Council set up a new scheme within the Affordable housing 


scheme in Terenure-Rathfarnham area for people who are over fifty 


and have gone through 
marriage or partner separation. In most 



cases this leaves them with a small settlement and unable to get 


back onto the property 
ladder."



REPORT:



“The affordable housing scheme adopted by South Dublin County Council on 

14/04/03 makes provision for the current housing circumstances of eligible 

persons to be taken into consideration. In cases where the applicant(s) are 

coming from a 
marriage or partner separation, the Council's Affordable 


Housing section looks at all the possibilities available to aid the applicant 


qualify for the Affordable Housing List. 
South Dublin County Council can 

only consider the advancing of a mortgage to applicants between the ages of 

18 and 65, which must be paid by the time that the home purchaser 


turns 65; the maximum term of the loan is 30 years. However since last year 

applicants may secure a mortgage from one of 6 lending institutions who 

have signed up to the Affordable Housing Scheme and may be able to 


negotiate a longer repayment term or conditions.



In deciding to grant a mortgage to an applicant the Affordable 



Housing section must ensure that the purchaser(s) has enough income to 

meet the mortgage repayments after all other outgoings have been paid.  

Mortgage repayments must not involve the use of more than 35% of net 

income (gross income less income tax 
and P.R.S.I.)”



It was AGREED that the report would then be further considered at the next 

meeting of the Housing and Social SPC”.



A link to the Home Choice loan was provided. The DOEHLG Circular AHS 

3/08 on the proposed new Equity loan was also provided.
   

Ms M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Hannon, C. King, 
and M. Ardagh and Mr. Smyth contributed Ms M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior 
Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.  


H-I(8)
Management Companies


A presentation which had been circulated was NOTED:

Mr F. Nevin, A/Director of Services, summarised a presentation on 
Management Companies. Following a discussion to which Councillors R. 
Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, and T. Gilligan contributed   Mr F. Nevin, 
A/Director of Services responded to queries raised.


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Minister for 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting him to fast-track 
and update on the proposed legislation dealing with Management 
Companies.  


The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm. 



__________________

Date:_____________________


Chairperson



Councillor E. Maloney”

The report was NOTED.
H3(e)/0309 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING AND   DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE  (i) 
Report of Meeting, 18th February 2009  (ii) Minutes of Meeting 19th September 2009

(i) Report of Meeting 18th February 2009

Present:

Councillors                              Sectoral Representatives

                          






Dorothy Corrigan

Justin Byrne


Robert Dowds


John Kearns 


Shane O’Connor    




Joe Neville


Eamon Tuffy

                   


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllr. E. Walsh.


Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials Present:


Frank Nevin, Director of Planning


Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer


Emer O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer


Colin Ryan, Senior Planner


Peter Byrne, Chief Executive Officer, South Dublin Chamber


Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Office 


ITEM 1:  Minutes


(A) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development & Planning SPC of 19th 
November 2008, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. 
Tuffy.


Councillor D. Corrigan requested that the Minutes be amended under Item 5 
“Introduction of a HGV Ban” to read “Councillor Corrigan opposed Item B of this 
proposal”.  Councillor Corrigan 
seconded the Minutes and the Minutes were 
amended and APPROVED as a true record and 
signed.


Matters Arising


None


ITEM 2:  An Integrated Economic Strategy for South Dublin County


Councillor E. Tuffy introduced Mr. Peter Byrne, Chief Executive Officer of South 
Dublin 
Chamber, to the SPC Members.


Mr. Byrne gave a presentation on An Integrated Economic Strategy for South Dublin 
County.


Contributions were made by Cllrs. E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, R. Dowds and D. Corrigan, 
and Mr. J. Byrne to which Mr. Byrne responded.  Councillor Tuffy and Mr. Frank 
Nevin, Director of Planning, thanked Mr. Byrne for the report.  Councillor Tuffy 
requested that selected aspects of the Report be brought to a future meeting of 
the 
SPC.


ITEM 3:  Employment Support Forum


Cllr. E. Tuffy outlined his proposal regarding the above and informed the SPC that he 
had made a presentation to the Economic Development Working Group of the 
CDB.  The proposal was welcomed by the SPC Members and contributions were 
received from Cllr. S. O’Connor 
and Mr. J. Kearns.


ITEM 4:  Discussion on Enforcement Policy


It was agreed that the Discussion on Enforcement Policy would be deferred to the 
next Economic Development & Planning SPC Meeting.


ITEM 5:  Discussion on Review of Development Plan


Ms. Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines, presented a report on “Reviewing 
the Regional Planning Guidelines 2004 – 2016” and stated that the closing date 
for 
submissions is 30th March 2009.


Contributions were made by Mr. J. Byrne and Mr. J. Kearns.  Councillor D. Corrigan 
requested a copy of the slides of the Regional Planning Guidelines.

Mr. Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, gave a presentation to the Members on “Review of 
Development Plan”.


Contributions were made by Cllrs. E. Tuffy and D. Corrigan, Mr. J. Kearns and Mr. J. 
Byrne to which Mr. Colin Ryan, Senior Planner, responded.  Mr. Frank Nevin, Director 
of Planning, stated he would welcome suggestions from the SPC Members on the 
Review of the Development Plan.”

 (ii)  “Minutes of Meeting held on 19TH NOVEMBER 2008

PRESENT:

Councillors                               Sectoral Representatives

                         





	Dorothy Corrigan
	Deirdre Mooney

	Trevor Gilligan

	John Kearns

	Mick Murphy   
	

	Shane O’Connor    
	

	Eamon Tuffy
	

	Robert Dowds

	

	
	

	
	








                


Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 


Officials present:

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning


Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development


Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer


Neil O’Byrne, Senior Planner


ITEM 1:  Minutes


Minutes of Meeting of Economic Development (including Planning & 
Development) SPC of 17th September 2008, which had been circulated, 
were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and 
APPROVED as a true record and signed.


ITEM 2

a. Updated report on energy efficiency 

Tom Doherty presented the following report: 


(a)      Updated Report on Energy Efficiency     


Building Energy Rating (BER)

A fundamental rethink in the way buildings are being designed, constructed and 
operated is being brought to the forefront by recent legislation, the introduction of 
new guidelines, revised regulations , rising energy costs and continued environmental 
concerns most notably the threat of climate change.


Building Energy Rating (BER) is a requirement of the EU Directive on the Energy 
Performance of Buildings (2002/91/EC of 16 December 2002), which has now been 
transposed into Irish legislation.


BER will make the potential energy performance of the building visible.   For the first 
time, this will allow buyers and tenants to take potential energy performance into 
consideration in their decision to purchase or rent a building. 


Overall, the message in a market context is:  “information is power”.   BER is about 
equipping the consumer with information and the consequent power to act in their 
own best interests.


The following is the statutory background

· European Communities (Energy Performance of Buildings) Regulations 2006 
(S.I. No. 666 of 2006) provide the regulations for implementing Building 
Energy Rating (BER) 

· Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI) designated as Issuing Authority on foot of 
circular BC 1/2007 

· Building Control Authority designated as Enforcing Authority on foot of 
circular BC 1/2007 & BC 5/2008 

· Enforcement of BER relates to Production and / or Examination of a BER 
within 28 days when requested by an “authorised officer” of the Enforcing 
Authority. 

· Four items of additional statistical information relating to BER to be recorded 
from 1st July 2008. (BC 5/2008) 

· Enforcement to be exercised in conjunction with inspections of new buildings 
under Building Regulations. 

· Prosecuting on foot of breaches of regulations relating to BER to be brought 
by Building Control Authority. 

· SEI to monitor implementation and enforcement of BER


Effectively the Building Control Authority is required to ensure that (i) a BER cert 
outlining the potential energy performance of a building exists where required and 
(ii) is in accordance with the requirements of the Issuing Authority.   This along with 
enforcement / persecution is to be recorded as part of the 6-month Building Control 
statistics.


Building Energy Rating applies to 

(i)   new dwellings for which permission was applied for after 1/1/2007,

(ii)  new non-domestic buildings for which permission will applied for after 1/7/2008

(iii) existing buildings offered for sale or letting from 1/1/2009.  There is an exception 
for Protected Structures and certain temporary buildings.


All new dwellings must comply with the Building Regulations Including Part L which 
relates to energy.   If a registered BER assessor finds that a new dwelling does not 
comply with the regulations, he or she is required to advise his/her client that they 
appear to be in breach of Regulations, explain the issues that have resulted in the 
apparent breach, encourage them in as strong terms as possible to rectify issues.  
 He or she should also advise his or her client that the new owner will have a right of 
access to this information.


A BER is an objective scale of comparison for the potential energy performance of a 
building ranging from A1 (<25kWh/m2/yr)/0kgCO2/M2/Yr to G>450kWh/m2/yr / 
>120kgCO2/M2/Yr.   It is rather like the A to G rating for a household electrical 
appliance like your fridge. A-rated homes are the most energy efficient and G the 
least efficient.   The scale has been designed so as to facilitate proposed future 
higher efficiency standards under the building regulations.   The current building 
regulations should result in a BER rating of A3.   A BER however does not cover 
electricity used for purposes other than heating, lighting and necessary pumps and 
fans, i.e. it does not include cooking, refrigeration or laundry.   The actual energy 
usage of a building will however depend on how the occupants operate the structure.


A BER for a building will be valid for 10 years from the date of its being issued, 
unless there is a material change in the building in the meantime which could affect 
its energy performance – for example an extension to the building, a significant 
change to the building fabric or a change in the heating system or fuel used.  


Therefore if a property which has received a BER is placed on the market within 10 
years of that BER being issued, and the property has experienced no relevant 
alteration in the meantime, then that same BER may be used by the building owner 
for the purposes of meeting their obligations under the Regulations.

What a BER looks like: [image: image1] BER

Alternative Renewable Energy Systems

S.I. No 666 of 2006 also requires persons commissioning a building with a useful 
floor area over 1,000 sq m (a large building) to consider the technical, environmental 
and economic feasibility of installing alternative energy systems in the building, and 
that the use of such systems has been taken into account, as far as practicable, in 
the design of that building [Article 5(1)].


Compliance with Article 5(1) of S.I. No 666 of 2006 to be demonstrated either by 

(a) a study published by the issuing authority (SEI) which assesses the 
appropriateness or otherwise of the alternative energy systems which may be 
technically, environmentally and economically feasible for large buildings or particular 
types of large building, or 

(b) a particular feasibility study carried out for the proposed large building.


SEI are to publish a national feasibility study of the more common types of large 
buildings and the appropriateness or otherwise of the alternative energy systems.


Failure to comply with Article 5(1) of S.I. No 666 of 2006 is an offence to be 
prosecuted by the Building Control Authority.


Compliance with Article 5(1) of S.I. No 666 of 2006 could be approached by 
requesting either (a) or (b) above following receipt of a commencement notice.


The report was noted.Bottom of Form

b Report on any regulations governing polluting spotlights on newbuildings sites (large arc lights on all night – Newcastle Village) 
     Tom Doherty presented the following report:


With respect to floodlights for football or sports pitches, these do require planning 
permission and are assessed with reference to the possible impact of such structures 
on adjoining residential development where appropriate.  Conditions attached to such 
permissions may include times for the turning off of these lights.


With respect to the placing of security/ arc lights on sites or buildings there are no 
specific planning regulations generally governing these.  However, where the 
attention of the local authority is drawn to these lights creating a nuisance to local 
residents, the Environmental Health Officer will investigate and where appropriate 
take action under their governing legislation and regulation.


The report was noted.

Bottom of Form

b. Report on details on whether any of ESB 21,000 units (smart meters) will be in South Dublin 
Tom Doherty presented the following report:


Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources have indicated that the 
relevant aspect of the recently launched pilot in respect of Smart Metres is the 
Customer Behaviour Trial to commence shortly.   Participants are being selected on 
the basis of a rigorous statistical analysis, undertaken to ensure that the sample is 
properly representative of Ireland’s electricity consumers both in terms of usage 
profiles and geographical spread. Recruitment for the CBT is currently underway and 
there has been a very good response rate so far.   An important concern for this 
aspect of the pilot is the achievement of unbiased, measurable results.  Therefore, it 
is preferable from the perspective of the Department of Communications, Energy & 
Natural Resources that the amount of information about the trial in the public domain 
is to an extent controlled.  For this reason the Department of Communications, 
Energy & Natural Resources is unable to indicate whether any of ESB 21,000 Smart 
Meters will be in South Dublin.


The pilot phase encompasses a technology trial which will test a number of advanced 
metering systems and their associated IT and communications infrastructure and a 
customer behaviour trial, which will determine the potential of smart meters to 
achieve measurable change in consumer behaviour.   The incorporation of gas 
customers into the pilot phase is being progressed.   The pilot phase was launched 
on 15 September last.   The response to the first round of invitations to participate 
has been positive with 30% of customers contacted expressing an interest in 
participating.   The number of participants needed for the customer behaviour trial is 
6,000.


The technology trial will look at meter functionality and supporting information and 
communications systems.   There are many challenges involved in developing a 
metering system for Ireland that will facilitate the dispersed nature of our population 
and by extension the electricity network.   This trial will involve the installation of 
15,000 meters.   Installation of meters for the pilot phase is under way and is 
expected to be completed by mid next year.


The functionality of the meters to be tested in this pilot phase includes half hourly 
meter reads instead of the current bi-monthly reads.   This will enable a move to 
billing on the basis of time of use, which is far more cost effective.   Advanced meters 
can be read remotely which does away with estimated bills.   This will result in 
reduced costs for suppliers and improved service for consumers.   Testing the 
capability of advanced meters to distinguish between the import and export of 
electricity will also form a key part of this pilot.   This will facilitate the development 
of microgeneration where consumers generate their own electricity and sell surplus 
electricity back to the system.


The pilot phase overall will last eighteen months in total.   This will facilitate the 
introduction of smart metering initiatives and resulting electricity consumption 
behavioural changes measured. It is important to have a trial lasting a full year so 
that seasonal changes in usage are captured for peak demand management 
purposes.   The results of the pilot will inform the timing of a national roll out.   The 
costs of the pilot to end 2008 will be approximately €6m in total.   As part of the 
preparation for the ‘go live’ of the pilot, the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) 
is currently considering submissions from the ESB on the budget for the entire pilot 
phase.


The report was noted.

Bottom of Form


ITEM 3


Discussion on Review of Development Plan


Tom Doherty informed the committee that the current stage of the Development Plan 
Review process was focussed on strategic themes, and that the next phase of the 
consultation process would be site specific.


Following a discussion, Cllr Tuffy proposed, and it was agreed, to have this item, and 
an item on Planning Enforcement policy as the only items on the next SPC Agenda


Background Issues

Issues Booklet

ITEM 4


Proposed Development at Clutterland and Milltown Business Park adjacent 
to Grange Castle Business Park
Jim Walsh presented the following report:


Proposed Development at Clutterland and Milltown Business Park adjacent 
to Grange Castle Business Park

Clutterland

The Part 8 (Planning & Development Act 2000 and the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 - 2007) process for the provision of an access road and services to 
30 Acres of Council owned lands at Clutterland has been completed.  Tender 
documents are now being finalised and it is expected that a contractor will be 
appointed shortly with a projected commencement date of February 2009.


Dublin Bus have recently been granted permission, subject to conditions, by An Bord 
Pleanála for the construction of a bus depot on these lands.  The legal documentation 
is now being prepared for the transfer of lands and completion of the sale.


Milltown Business & Technological Park

The Council owns some 80 acres of land at Milltown, south of the Nangor Road which 
are zoned Objective E, to provide for Enterprise, Employment and related uses in 
South Dublin County Council's Development Plan 2004 - 2010.  It is now proposed to 
commence the process of constructing the necessary infrastructure to service these 
lands so that they can be developed in accordance with the zoning objective.  The 
initial development will be the provision of a main access road and services which will 
then allow these lands to be brought to the market.


The Part 8 (Planning & Development Act 2000 and the Planning & Development 
Regulations 2001-2007) process has now commenced and notice was advertised on 
21st July 2008.  The closing date for receipt of submissions was 19th September 2008.


It is proposed to submit a report on the matter to the November meeting of the 
Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee and subsequently to the December meeting of the 
Council.


Both these proposed works are part of the Council’s continuing programme of 
improving and developing critical infrastructure to promote and market the County as 
an ideal business location.


These projects (among others) are critical in sustaining and creating employment 
opportunities in the County and will be delivered as soon as possible subject to the 
availability of the necessary resources. 


Part 8 Map clutterland

Part 8 Map Milltown

The report was noted.

Bottom of Form


ITEM 5


Introduction of a HGV Ban
Jim Walsh presented the following report:

Introduction of a HGV Ban

The following item has been submitted by Mr. Noel O’Connor for consideration by the 
Committee. 


“While this Committee is fully supportive of the efforts to ensure the safety of school 
children in the vicinity of schools it nevertheless, is opposed to the introduction of a 
HGV ban in any area as it would be detrimental to the economic development of the 
County. Measures implemented must ensure the movement of all vehicles in the 
vicinity of schools is such that it provides a safe environment for children.”

 In considering the above it is important:


 (a)   to ensure the safety of children in the vicinity of all schools in the County;


 (b)  to make the distinction between housing estate roads and regional and 
distributor roads; 


 (c)   both regional and distributor roads operate to facilitate the movement of all 
traffic through the County, are fundamentally important to the competitiveness of the 
County, employment creation within the County and the current and future economic 
well being of the County.


 If the Committee recommends these principals as a basis for a strategy in relation to 
the movement of HGVs within the County, the recommendation of the Committee will 
be forwarded to the Transportation SPC for further consideration.

Bottom of Form


Following a discussion, the Committee agreed that the Transport SPC be asked to 
make a policy recommendation to the Council, taking the following into consideration


(a)   to ensure the safety of children in the vicinity of all schools in the County;


(b)  to make the distinction between housing estate roads and regional and 
distributor roads; 


(c)   both regional and distributor roads operate to facilitate the movement of all 
traffic through the County, are fundamentally important to the competitiveness of the 
County, employment creation within the County and the current and future economic 
well being of the County.


Cllr Corrigan opposed Item B of this proposal.


ITEM 6


Any Other Business

The Committee agreed to Cllr Tuffy’s proposal that the only items for the next 
meeting be the Development Plan review, and the Enforcement Policy matter which 
was deferred from this meeting.


The Meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.

 Signed:__________________


 Date:
_______________________”

The report was NOTED.
H3(f)0309 ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE (i) Report of Meeting, 23rd  February  2009   (ii) Minutes of Meeting 24th November  2008

(i)  “ Report of Meeting of held on  February 23rd, 2009

Attendance:


Members                                                      Officials

Cllr. J. Hannon                                                P. Smith, Director


Cllr. G. O’Connell                                             W. Sheils, SEO

Cllr. S. O’Conchuir                                           I. Stobbart, County Librarian


Cllr. T. McDermott                                           R. McAree, Public Art prog. 







Co-ordinator


Cllr. J. Neville                                                   








Apologies

Cllr. C. Jones                                                   Cllr. C. Keane


Cllr. M. Ardagh                                                Cllr. J. Lahart


B. Bollard                                                        Cllr. Delaney


J. Fay                                                              E. Smart





A. Fitzpatrick


An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.
1. Minutes of meeting of 23rd November 2008 – Proposed by Cllr. O’Connell and seconded by Cllr. Jones and agreed.

2. Libraries Update:


Ian Stobbart, County Librarian presented an update on the County Library  
which included a Statistical Review of 2008 and other initiatives including 
Family Learning Initiatives, Cultural Linkage projects, and also outlined some 
Innovation and Change initiatives including the introduction of Online 
Registration, the Digitisation of Local Studies Material and a Digital Book 
Service.


The Statistical Review included the following:


Visitors (actual and virtual) increased from 981,720 in 2007 to 1,169.956 in 
2008, an increase of 19%;


Issues increased from 950,244 in 2007 to 1,073,424 in 2008, an increase of 
13%;


Internet Sessions increased from 66,256 in 2007 to 150,553 in 2008, an 
increase of 
126%.


Following a general debate to which Cllrs. Hannon, O’Connell, Jones, Neville, 
Ardagh and O’Conchuir contributed, the work of the libraries was praised and Mr. 
Stobbart was congratulated on Libraries winning both the Local 
Government e-
Government Award as well as the Overall e-Government award earlier this 
month.


The report was noted.
3. RED County Arts centre update

W. Sheils presented a report and update on RED the County Arts Centre.

Following a debate to which Cllr. Jones, Cllr. O’Connell, Cllr. Hannon, B. Bollard and J. Fay contributed dealing with issues such as tours of the building, opening hours, the name, access for older people and other matters, W.Sheils responded, and the report was noted.

4. Audit of arts facilities

P.Smith reported and the report on the Arts facilities audit was noted following discussion.

5. 2009 – Year of Creativity and Innovation


 Ms. R. McAree,  the Public Arts Programme Co-ordinator made a presentation to the 
members on the theme of Creativity and Innovation insofar as it relates to the 
In 
Context 3 Percentage for Arts programme, and the Arts  Programme in general.


The members congratulated Ms. McAree on her presentation and the report was 
noted.

6. Active Citizenship

W. Sheils delivered a presentation to the members on the theme of Active Citizenship, outlining the background to the Taskforce report, and how the Council proposes to address the issues raised in the report.

Following a debate to which Cllr. M. Ardagh, Cllr. G.O’Connell, Cllr. J.Hannon, B. Bollard and J. Fay contributed, mentioning the need to develop a civic awareness programme to  ensure professional support for  volunteers, and the idea of launching an Active Citizen Programme, the report was noted.

7. Farmers’ Market –Update

W. Sheils presented a report to the members on the Farmers’ Market. The report outlined the background to the Market established in High Street Tallaght in Spring 2007, and which ceased trading around Christmas the same year.

Some factors which mitigated against the success of the market were mentioned, and in the meanwhile a new site for the market has been identified at Chamber Square, between the Civic Theatre and the County Library. Discussions are ongoing in this matter with a view to re-establishing the market in the near future. It is anticipated that the new location may overcome the difficulties which brought the market to a halt previously.

Cllr. J. Hannon, Cllr. Cllr. C. Jones, Cllr. S. O’Conchuir, and Mr. J.Fay all contributed to the debate, welcoming the proposed re-establishment of the market, while W. Sheils responded, and the report was noted.

8. A.O.B.

There was no other business”. 

The report was NOTED.
  
(ii) “Minutes of Meeting held  24th November 2008

Attendance 
  
 Members                                                          Officials

Cllr J Hannon


    B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr G O’Connell                    
    V Durrer, Youth Participation Officer               

Cllr S. O’Conchuir                          Ian Stobbart, County Librarian
 
      

Cllr C Keane                 
   
    

Cllr J Neville                                






Cllr T McDermott                           

Cllr C Jones

Cllr M Ardagh
 
B Bollard                   

J Fay 

A Fitzpatrick 

B Bollard                                            

E Smart
 

Apologies: 

Cllr J Lahart

Cllr T McDermott 

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided. 

1.      Minutes of meeting of 15th September 2008 – Proposed by J Fay and 
seconded by Cllr G O’Connell and agreed.

2.      Matters Arising – general discussion and update took place on the 
Farmers 
Market  and following a contribution from Cllr J Hannon agreed to have a 
further report to the next meeting of the Committee.  
6 Libraries Update

Ian Stobbart County Librarian presented an update on progress on the new County 
Library and new initiatives that have been introduced during 2008 mainly on the 
following topics:


a/ ICT and Service Development


b/ Reader Development


c/ County Library initiatives


covering various items such as on line registration, customer profiling, county library 
usage, Digitisation of Tallaght Echo, Family Learning Project – Telling Tales 
(members provided with copies and cd) and digitisation of Local Studies Resources.


The new County Library Statistics since April 2008 to date are:


Visitors – 207,196


Issues – 202,378


Computer Sessions – 84,941 


Following a debate to which Cllrs G. O’Connell, M Ardagh, S O’Connor, C Jones and J 
Fay and B Bollard contributed relating to digital photography, uemployed numbers 
creating greater users etc, the work of the Libraries was praised and report noted.


4    RUA RED County Arts Centre Update

V Durrer presented a report and update on the on RUA RED the County Arts Centre.

 
Following a general debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, G O’Connell, S O’Connor, C 
Keane and M Ardagh contributed and to which B Coman responded the report was 
noted and agreed to proceed and progress as quickly as possible. A report was also 
made on the NOISE project which was launched in the “Big Picture” recently. 


5. In Context 3  SDCC % for Arts Programme 

V Durrer presented a report and update on the project and outlined the exhibitions 
running in the RUA RED until 7TH January 2009 with the official launch to be held on 
Friday 28th November 2008. B Coman outlined the costings attached to the project 
and the future programming required to sustain the day to day operation of the 
centre. A number of matters relating to the allocation of €300k from Access 11 
funding from the Department Arts Sports and Tourism, Staffing and access to RUA 
RED, Commercial branding of the name of the centre, space for artists to display and 
sell their works and the possibility of seeking a contribution back from Dublin City 
Council from their portion of the proceeds of the sale of Virginia House land. 
Following the debate to which Cllrs J Hannon, S O’Connor, C Keane and G O’Connell 
and B Bollard and J Fay contributed and B Coman responded the reports were noted.


 6 A.O.B.

There was no other business


The meeting then ended at 7.00 pm.”

The report was NOTED.
H4/0309
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

      H5/0309
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor Corr , seconded by Councillor  Maloney   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 (f) Questions numbered Q1 – Q8 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
     Q1/0309
ANTI -  SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Crowe

To ask the Manager will he outline how many complaints that the Housing 
Department has received regarding anti social behaviour in the last 12 months, 
if the reporting is increasing over the last 5 years and the measures and steps 
his staff take to respond to these complaints?

REPLY:

A total of 874 incidents of anti social behaviour were reported to the Council's 
Housing Estate Management Team in 2008.  In accordance with the Council's Anti 
Social Behaviour Policy document which was adopted by the Members in 2005, 
incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised under three no. categories.  The 
following is a breakdown of incidents per category throughout 2008:


Category A (Drug related activity) 24 incidents


Category B (Criminal activity, vandalism, violence, intimidation, harassment) 304 
incidents


Category C ( all other complaints) 546 incidents


http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/housing/publications/pdf/
AntiSocialBehaviourPolicy26112007.pdf
 
The following is a breakdown of the Enforcement Actions taken by the Council's 
Estate Management Team in response to the aforementioned incidents: 


–14 Notices to Quit Issued  in accordance with the provisions of Section 62 of the 
Housing Act l966


–19 Excluding Orders Sought - in accordance with Section  3 of the Housing 
Miscellaneous Provisons Act l997 


–11 Abandonment Notices Served  - in accordance with Section 62 subsection 2 of 
the Housing Act l966


–3 Pre-emptive surrenders 


–7 Final Warnings  


- 65 Formal Warnings   


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1966/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

Anti social behaviour activity 2004 - 2008

The following table outlines the anti social activity Countywide within the 
South Dublin County administrative area for the 5 year period 2004 to 
2008.
	Year
	Incidents
	Actions
	Actions per incident

	2004
	652
	528
	0.8

	2005
	742
	1340
	1.8

	2006
	1104
	4790
	4.3

	2007
	770
	3676
	4.8

	2008
	874
	4117
	4.7



There has been a large investment of resources in recent years in the administrative 
area of South Dublin County. Set out below are some of the initiatives and 
interventions made in order to improve the quality of life of residents in the County.


1.       A number of on-site visits have taken place by Council management with a 
view to identifying enforcement issues. These issues are being tackled on an inter 
departmental/agency approach. 


2.       A co-ordination meeting was held with Garda Management. Such meetings will 
continue to strengthen existing good linkages and co-operation with the Gardai. 


3.       Estate management procedures are constantly being reviewed and specific 
raining has been undertaken by the Housing/Community staff on identifying and 
developing local community resources. This will further develop community focused 
initiatives and strengths. 


4.       Tenancy training has been reviewed with a view to emphasising the 
responsibilities of tenants to their local community and environment. A new 
programme has been developed with other agencies, (particularly CDI and the 
Community Safety Initiative), and is being delivered to all new and prospective 
tenants of South Dublin County Council.


The primary aim of the above initiatives, is to ensure that South Dublin 
County is a safe and attractive place delivering good quality of life to 
those people living there.


Estate Management

Tackling anti social, and promoting pro-social, behaviour is at the core of this 
Councils housing management policy. Detailed below are the various projects that 
are currently being implemented in this regard.


Anti Social Policy

All complaints are dealt with in confidence.  The Estate Management Team will 
investigate every complaint and where appropriate will conduct interviews, issue 
verbal and written warnings, refer to other agencies, issue Eviction Notice (eviction of 
whole household)


Tenants involved in persistent anti-social behaviour will be evicted from Local 
Authority housing


Tenants evicted for anti-social behaviour cannot apply for Local Authority housing for 
2 years and may not qualify for rent subsidy


The Council's Anti Social Policy document is currently being reviewed.  This review 
will be guided by the provisions of Housing (Miscellaneous) provisions Bill 2008.  A 
sub-committee of the Housing SPC has been formulated for the  purpose of  
overseeing this review.


Vetting/Validation of Housing applicants

In the interest of achieving good estate management, and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act l997, applications under 
Section l4 and l5 of the Act are made to the Gardai in respect of each housing 
applicant so as to ensure the applicant is not currently known to the Gardai, and is 
not likely to engage in anti social activity to the detriment of existing and emerging 
communities.


Pre-Tenancy Training

The format/content of pre-tenancy training which is mandatory for all new tenants 
has also been revised as part of the overall review of the Estate Management 
function.   The Council recognizes new challenges that have emerged in recent years 
due in part to the numbers of new Irish who are being housed and the language and 
communication difficulties which have to be addressed so as to ensure the 
integration of these families into their community from the outset.   While the pre-
tenancy training will be fully utilized to convey relevant information to our new 
tenants in relation to the charter of tenant’s rights and responsibilities, the focus will 
be on fostering and nurturing community spirit amongst the occupants of new 
developments with a view to creating ownership from the outset and staving off 
future incidence of anti social behaviour.  The training session will be supported by 
inter-active video link with a presentation from the ‘Connect-me’ which will provide 
valuable links and information to the local community in relation to local  social and 
physical infrastructure.  Pre-tenancy training is supported at cross-departmental level 
within the Council with individual stakeholders such as Health Services Executive 
(local Public Health Nurse), Department of Education (School Liaison Officer) and the 
ocal Community Gardaí also represented.   


It is further proposed to supplement pre-tenancy training with follow up visits to new 
tenants to ensure that they are integrating successfully into their new environment – 
where special interventions are identified, e.g. support services such as social 
workers, welfare officers, tenancy support officers or Family Functional Therapy, 
these will be put in place.


Liaison Committee Meetings

There are currently 3 such committees in place in the County  McUilliam and Daletree 
in Tallaght and Balgaddy, Clondalkin.  A 4th Committee at  Cushalwn Estate Tallaght 
will be established later this year.


The purpose of these meetings is to bring together all the service providers in order 
to ensure a focused and integrated service delivery.  Regular meetings are held and 
policies advanced.


Family Support System 

 
This service is targeted at families who are at risk of losing their tenancies because of 
anti-social behaviour. The Council's Welfare Team develops a preventative plan to 
create conditions for the sustainment of the tenancy and to protect the community in 
which the tenant lives from anti social behaviour. This plan is developed in 
consultation with the family support agencies, to ensure support services are bound 
together in a complimentary and integrated way. Families participating in this welfare 
plan are required to sign a Behavioural Contract Agreement requiring them to adhere 
to the terms and conditions of the plan. Breach of the Behavioural Contract can result 
in loss of their tenancy – approx. 33 families countywide are actively engaging with 
this support service. 


Family Functional Therapy

This pilot project was introduced by the Clondalkin Partnership and the Council has 
nomination rights for 40 families. This system was developed by James Alexander in 
Holland. It is aimed at children between the ages of 11 and 17. The programme 
functions as both a preventative and intervention mechanism and as such has the 
capacity to address both those at risk of developing problem behaviour and those 
experiencing behaviour difficulties at the present time. This therapy has now been 
extended to the Tallaght Area and 84 families county wide are now participating in 
the scheme having been nominated by several agencies including the Council, Dept 
of Education and Science and community workers.


Weekly Housing Clinics are hosted by the Council's Housing Estate Management 
Team throughout the county at the following locations: 

	Clinic Name
	Address of Clinic
	Days Held
	Time of Clinic

	Mary Mercer
	Mary Mercer, Jobstown
	Every Thurs
	11am – 12 noon

	Glenshane/Rossfield
	12 Brookfield Court
	Every Fri
	11am – 12 noon

	Killinarden
	Killinarden Community Centre
	Every Fri
	11am – 12 noon

	Fettercairn
	Fettercairn Community Centre
	Every Wed
	10.45am – 11.45am

	Clondalkin 
	Civic Offices, Clondalkin
	Every Thurs
	10 am – 11am

	Ronanstown
	Ronanstown CYC
	Every Tues
	11.30am – 1pm



Members of the public are actively encouraged to attend these clinics for purpose 
of discussing housing related business including incidents of anti 
social behaviour.  
Where such incidents are reported they are treated with utmost 
confidentiality.  The 
Clinics are attended by the local Community Garda. 


Enforcement Projects

These projects have been carried out in a number of estates throughout the County 
due to the high volume of complaints received from residents.  Cross departmental 
teams were formed to focus the Council’s responsibility and enforcement powers on 
this estate.  A number of the issues related to lack of children’s play facilities and the 
need for traffic calming.  A number of residents expressed an interest in becoming 
involved in the running of their estate and also expressed an interest in receiving 
further training.  Residents groups have been set up and it is generally accepted that 
the enforcement initiatives resulted in an improvement to the quality of life of the 
residents concerned. 


CCTV

As a result of major anti-social activity and illegal dumping at a number of estates 
throughout the County it was considered necessary to install security cameras as a 
means of monitoring and identifying the persons involved in any further illegal 
activity. These cameras are sometimes monitored 24 hours per day during periods of 
increased anti social behaviour. The approved Community CCTV scheme is also at an 
advanced stage. 


Inter-Agency Meetings

The Allocation Support Unit continues to work closely with other local 
agencies/groups in an integrated manner to improve service provision to the 
Council’s tenants.  ASU consults with the Gardai, Tallaght Partnership, Probation 
Services, the HSE, Dublin Bus, Social Welfare, etc.


Mediation Bureau

The Mediation Bureau is a community mediation service for people in conflict. It is an 
impartial, independent and confidential way of preventing conflict getting worse and 
restoring good relations.  In this regard the work of the Bureau is particularly 
relevant in the context of tenants’ relationships in Council estates where harassment, 
threat, intimidation, allegation, noise disturbance, and other anti-social behaviour 
exists.    A representative from the Mediation Bureau attends all Estate Liaison 
Committee meetings.  A number of families have retained their tenancy through this 
process over the years.    

County wide focus

The improvement of the Estate Management service will continue with the 
development of further county wide strategies / programmes that will ensure 
consistency of service, improve the coherence of the service and further 
enhance understanding of what the service is intended to achieve and 
what residents can expect.  These strategies will include an Environmental 
strategy, Sports Strategy, Arts/Cultural strategy, Residents Training 
Strategy and Community Development Programmes.
 Q2/0309
PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES BOARD


QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds 
To ask the Manager to again write to the Minister for the Environment & Local Government requesting that he meet South Dublin Co. Council concerning the workings of the Private Residential Tenancies Board (first request submitted in late 2007)?

REPLY:

The Department for the Environment and Local Government will be written to 
requesting a meeting with the Council, and when a reply is received, this 
Council  will be informed.
 Q3/0309
OUTER RING ROAD


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise of the total cost of the complete 
Outer Ring Road project and the sources of funds for the financing of the 
project, including the amount derived from Development Levies.  

REPLY:

Expenditure to date on the Outer Ring Road Scheme is €142.5 Million. Monies 
received from the DOEHLG, NRA and DTO by way of grant was respectively 
€46.6Million, €7.0Million, and €19.6Million. The balance is fundable from the Council 
Levy scheme and amounts to €69.3Million. This is  not a final figure as there is still 
some outstanding expenditure relating to Land Acquisition yet to be resolved.
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Q4/0309
PARK AND RIDE FACILITIES


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if the provision by the Council of Park and Ride facilities serving the N4 and the N7 are still under active consideration by the Council and if he will make a statement on the matter?


REPLY:

The N4 and N7 are ideal corridors for the provision of Park and Ride facilities, 
particularly, because of the existence of QBC's along the routes. The Council is 
anxious that a Park and Ride facility be provided on the N4 corridor to replace that 
which was turned down by An Bord Pleanala in  2008 as shown on the Council 
Website. Preliminary discussions have taken place with The Department of 
Transport and other stakeholders with a view to progressing same along the N4. In 
addition the provision of a Park and ride facility on the N7 is also being 
examined.  The Councillor will be advised as progress is made.
   Q5/0309
 AFFORDABLE HOMES

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise if any significant number of residents 
who purchased houses under the Part V Affordable Homes scheme and were 
granted mortgages/loans by the Council to finance their purchases have 
notified the Council that they are experiencing difficulties in keeping up their 
payments and if he will advise councillors of the approach of the Council to 
residents experiencing such difficulties?

REPLY:

The N4 and N7 are ideal corridors for the provision of Park and Ride facilities, 
particularly, because of the existence of QBC's along the routes. The Council is 
anxious that a Park and Ride facility be provided on the N4 corridor to replace that 
which was turned down by An Bord Pleanala in  2008 as shown on the Council 
Website. Preliminary discussions have taken place with The Department of 
Transport and other stakeholders with a view to progressing same along the N4. In 
addition the provision of a Park and ride facility on the N7 is also being 
examined.  The Councillor will be advised as progress is made.
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Q6/0309
QBC’s

            QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise if separate funding was received by the 
Council in respect of the inclusion of QBCs on the Outer Ring Road, including 
signage etc., how much funding was received and if there are any ongoing 
discussions with the Quality Bus Network, Dublin Bus and the Department of 
Transport about the provision of bus services on these new 
QBCs?


REPLY:

The Council obtained a grant from the DTO of €19.6 Million for the provision of the 
QBC on the Outer Ring Road. The €19 million was finally approved before Christmas 
following detailed assessment by the DTO and the Department of Transport for 
stages 2 and 3 of the Outer Ring Road scheme and related to the construction of the 
bus corridor and cycle track which could not have been provided from the Council's 
own resources. The balance of monies was paid following detailed discussions during 
the course of stage 1 of the scheme which was modified so that the bus corridor 
could be provided.


The Quality Bus Network office is an inter- local authority office charged with the 
provision of QBC's in the Dublin area and the Council have on going discussions with 
them and the DTO with regard to the provision of buses along this and other 
strategic bus routes, however, the provision of buses is a matter for Bus Atha Claith 
and the Department of Transport. The matter has also been discussed at various 
committees of the DTO.
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   Q7/0309
HERITAGE PLAN

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the production of a County 
Heritage Plan?

REPLY:

Update Report on the County Heritage Forum

The public consultation period for the South Dublin Heritage Plan was held 
between mid July and mid September 2008.  It involved 5 evening public meetings 
and resulted in 37 written submissions being received. 


The Heritage Forum was established in July 2008 and met on 15th July and 24th 
September 2008.  The membership stands at 24 individuals, representing a broad 
range of stakeholders.  Membership from within the Council includes elected 
members (x3), council staff from Planning, Parks, Community Services, Arts, Library, 
the Heritage officer, the Conservation Officer and the Tourism Executive.  


Heritage Forum Members from outside the Council include representatives from 
DoEHLG (Archaeologist and Wildlife Conservation Ranger), Waterways Ireland, 
Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, Tree Council of Ireland, BirdWatch Ireland, South 
Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Baldonnel Military Museum, Rural Development 
Programme, and Coillte.  Two local historians and an independent archaeologist are 
also participating on the Forum.


To facilitate the efficient assessment of public submissions and to assist in the 
determination of proposed objectives and actions that will form the basis of a draft 
Heritage Plan, 5 smaller working groups were established in November 2008.  These 
working groups also offer the opportunity for other individuals and groups in the 
County to participate in the process while also bringing additional experience and 
expertise to the table.  These groups have been focusing on the heritage-related 
topics of archaeology, architecture, natural environment, cultural heritage, and 
education.  In total, the membership of the 5 working groups stands at 35, 
comprising Heritage Forum members and other individuals with heritage expertise. 


Each working group met 3 times prior to the end of December 2008, during which 
time proposed Heritage Plan objectives and actions were drafted for each group.  On 
19th February 2009, the Heritage Officer presented an amalgamated working draft of 
the Heritage Plan to a joint meeting of the Heritage Forum and all five working 
groups for discussion and agreement.  A further joint meeting is scheduled for 5th 
March to progress discussion and agreement on the remainder draft objectives and 
actions.


It is expected that the draft Heritage Plan will be agreed by the Heritage Forum by 
the end of March 2009 and that this draft will be ready for presentation to Council in 
April 2009 for discussion.
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Q8/0309

PASSPORT FOR LEISURE

QUESTION:  Councillor K. Warren

To ask the Manager if consideration has been given by South Dublin County 
Council to introduce a “passport for leisure” discount arrangement for persons 
over the age of 55 years, similar to the initiative which was taken by Dublin 
City Council some years ago, and which provides discounted rates for persons 
in this age category to access leisure facilities provided by the Council, and if 
he will make a statement on the matter?


REPLY:

The cost of running all the Council’s leisure facilities are currently under review. It is 
essential that facilities are sustainable in the present economic climate and the 
challenge is for the Council to be able to maintain the level of services in the light of 
the downturn where people have considerably less disposable income.


However, it must be borne in mind that the range of facilities provided by the Council 
are already available at very competitive prices, where they are not actually free of 
charge.


In the present circumstances, and without pre-empting the current review, it would 
not be practical to introduce a broad discount arrangement for over 55s, especially 
where it may lead to anomalies such as a person over 55 in employment using the 
facilities at a lower cost than that paid by an unemployed 35 year old.


When  the review is completed members will be updated. 
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H6/0309
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

a) Ballycullen Road  (part of)


“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 
Monday, 23rd February, 2009.


“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to 
consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,


Ballycullen Road (part of)

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads. 


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads. 


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.”


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare 
Ballycullen Road (part of) as set out in the above report to be a public road.”


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That the road referred to in the attached schedule be and is hereby declared to be a 
public road.”

 SCHEDULE FOR:    Ballycullen Road (Part of)

    
 LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:     Tallaght South

	                     TOWNLAND:   
	Ballycullen
	B.C. NO:
	1399

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght
	 
	 


  

	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Ballycullen Road (Part of)
	808m
	From it’s junction with the roundabout at the Killininny Road and St. Colmcille’s Way intersection, southward for 150m up to and including the roundabout at Woodstown Avenue and Daletree Road junction, comprising of 76m, and,  continuing southward for 108m, then southeastward for 398m to its junction with and including the roundabout comprising of 76m, at the Stocking Avenue and Hunter’s Road intersection. 


Bottom of Form


b) Woodstown Village

    PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 
Monday, 23rd February, 2009.


“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to    
consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,


Woodstown Village (Woodstown Phase 4)

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.


No objections were received. 


It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads. 


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next 
meeting.”


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and 
AGREED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 
roads in Woodstown Village (Woodstown Phase 4) as set out in the above report to 
be public roads.”


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-


“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to 
be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:Woodstown Village. (Woodstown Phase 4)
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Tallaght South 
	TOWNLAND:
	Ballycullen
	B.C. NO:
	1273 (1)

	ELECTORAL DIVISION
	Tallaght
	 
	 


	ROADNAME
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Woodstown Crescent
	175m
	From its junction with Woodstown Avenue, northward for 175m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Hill
	76m
	From its junction with Woodstown Crescent, eastward for 76m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Court
	115m
	From its junction with Woodstown Avenue, northeastward for 10m to meet that part northwestward for 52m to the end of its turning bay, and also southeastward for 53m to the end of its turning bay. 

	Woodstown Drive
	291m
	From its junction with Woodstown Avenue roundabout, northward for 207m then eastward for 84m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Lawn
	75m
	From its junction with Woodstown Drive, westward for 75m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Walk
	214m
	From its junction with Woodstown Avenue, northward for 10m to meet that part southwestward for 59m to the end of its turning bay and also southeastward for 138m to the end of its turning bay. Also including entrance road opposite no. 12 southwestward for 7m to its junction with Woodstown Avenue. 

	Woodstown Gardens
	230m
	From its junction with Woodstown Walk, northward for 165m then northwestward for 65m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Parade
	132m
	From its junction with Woodstown Gardens, westward for 83m then northward for 49m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Green
	198m
	From its junction with Woodstown Avenue roundabout, northward for 141m then northwestward for 57m to the end of its turning bay.

	Woodstown Village Footpath ‘A’
	15m
	From its junction with Woodstown Drive, southeastward for 15m to its junction with Woodstown Gardens. 

	Woodstown Village Footpath ‘B’
	8m
	From its junction with Woodstown Walk, southwestward for 8m to its junction with Woodstown Avenue.


It was proposed by Councillor Maloney, seconded by Councillor Keane

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
  H7/0309
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES
(a) Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) 
South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes 
of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the 
County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides 
for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful 
in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-


 (a)  Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)


(b)  The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures. 


(c)   The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas. 


The Property Path has sold 1321 affordable homes since the commencement of all 
programmes, under Part V, joint venture and affordable initiatives.  


To date 345 applications have been received In respect of the 121 properties made 
available by the Affordable Homes Partnership in March 2007. 119 of these 
properties have now been closed.  


A new initative was launched in August 2008 consisting of Affordable properties in 
Newcastle.Adamstown, Lucan and Tallaght. An internet and newspaper promotional 
campaign took place on these homes. Affordable applicants have placed deposits on 
139 homes under the scheme, and 99 sales are due to be completed. This scheme is 
now closed. 


In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of  2 properties 
at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible applicants (as 
per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as 
adopted by the Council in April 2003.  


The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to the 
eligible applicants. 


Joe Horan


County Manager” 


It was proposed by Councillor Corr, seconded by Councillor Maloney and 
AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of 2 properties at Broadfield Hall, Belgard Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003.”

(b) Disposal of Fee Simple Interest
“The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST – TENANT PURCHASE HOUSES (i) 25 
HOMELAWN DRIVE, TALLAGHT   (II)45 LIMEKILN GREEN, WALKINSTOWN, 
(III) 23 PAIRC MHUIRE, SAGGART.


It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed 
hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple 
interest in the properties.


25 Homelawn Drive

William & Kathleen Larkin

 €41.47


45 Limekiln Green

Frances Chambers


€111.90


23 Pairc Mhuire


Noel & Marie Archbold

             €41.38

It was proposed by Councillor Maloney , seconded by Councillor  Ridge and AGREED:


That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the 
provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 disposes of the 
fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in 
accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) 
(No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties: 


ADDRESS                       LESSEE(S)                             PURCHASE PRICE

25 Homelawn Drive

William & Kathleen Larkin

  €41.47


45 Limekiln Green

Frances Chambers


€111.90


23 Pairc Mhuire

Noel & Marie Archbold

  €41.38

H8/0309

REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS 2001- TURNPIKE TRAVELLER SPECIFIC 
ACCOMODATION

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Public Consultation Procedure under Part 8, Planning & 
Development Regulations 2001 - 2003 for the proposed Redevelopment of 
existing traveller halting Site at Turnpike, Tallaght, Dublin 24

Under the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 the existing Traveller 
Development at Turnpike was identified for redevelopment.


Notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001 - 2003 was published on Tuesday 24th June 2008 in respect of the 
redevelopment of halting site at Turnpike, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


The work will comprise of 3 No. dwelling units as follows:


2 No. 4bed/8person units and 


1 No 2bed/3person unit. 


The work to include demolition of existing walls and toilet blocks within the site, road 
works, infrastructure, landscape works, and all necessary associated ancillary works 
on the site.


Plans and drawings of the proposed development were placed on display at the 
headquarters of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24, until 
Tuesday 5th August 2008.   A further period of two weeks were allowed for receipt of 
written submissions or observations with respect to this matter dealing with the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development 
would be situated.


One submission only was received in relation to the proposed development as a 
result of the PART 8 process. 


This submission was from the National Roads Authority.  NRA Submission

In it the N.R.A. recommended that “an appropriate noise and vibration assessment 
(in accordance with the “Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines” 
published by the NRA)” be carried out on the site.


The Architectural Services Department sought quotations from suitably qualified 
specialists and ICAN Acoustics was appointed to carry out the assessment.  Their 
report was received on 30/10/2008. Acoustic Report

No other submissions/comments were received in regard to the proposed 
development.


In brief: The M50 interchange at the Red Cow Roundabout is, and has been for some 
time, a busy construction site with the result that it has been impossible for the 
acoustic surveyors or ourselves to access any meaningful information re the actual 
anticipated future noise levels at the site. However measurements were taken at the 
site under current conditions. Expected daytime and evening levels were also 
interpolated using 24hour measurements from a similar situation on another Irish 
motorway.


The resulting report indicates that the derived figure is an average of 5dB above the 
N.R.A. guidelines. The main area of concern is the bedrooms at first floor (dormer) 
level.


A general approach to incorporating mitigating measures in the design was 
suggested in the report. Subsequent to the formal report further details and product 
information was submitted by ICAN acoustics. 


Please see brief summary of mitigating measures proposed below.


Site Boundary:

This should be of ‘imperforate’ material (this can include: rendered masonry, precast 
concrete, timber barriers, even glass…) Essentially once the material has a 
reasonable density (ICAN will define this if we are considering alternatives) and there 
are no air-gaps or perforations, then it will suffice as a barrier.


Increasing the height of the boundary wall to 2.4 -2.6 metres will offer improvement 
re traffic noise from the immediately adjacent slip-road.  


Dormer Roof Spaces:

Low mass roof: Substantial ‘break-in’ of sound under normal design. An IsoMax 
system should be considered and additional layers of plasterboard with a mineral 
wool absorber. This is likely to be a build up using Dense Mineral Wool for thermal 
and noise absorption. The inner plasterboard build up will need to be significant with 
two layers staggered and perhaps isolated from the roof structure on a mounting 
system. All gaps would need to be closed and service penetrations seriously 
considered and treated. 


Ventilation: Normally large sound ‘break-in’ at a site such as this. Consider an 
acoustic airbrick, located on the sheltered side of the building.


As the proposed scheme, as modified in the foregoing report, is in accordance with 
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is proposed to 
proceed with the development with the modifications as indicated above.”

A report in respect of the redevelopment of the Traveller Specific Site at 
Turnpike was noted by the Lucan/Clondalkin Meeting of the 19th May 
2008.
NRA Submission


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
 H9/0309     
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY

      


Extinguishment of Public Right of Way, Wood Avens 

“The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY LEADING FROM 
WOOD AVENS ESTATE TO NEILSTOWN SHOPPING CENTRE, CLONDALKIN  
DUBLIN 22.  MAP REF: RE 0809 



The attached report was considered at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting 

(1) held on Wednesday, 18th February, 2009.



It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and 


AGREED:


"That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of 
way leading from Wood Avens Estate to Neilstown Shopping Centre, 
Clondalkin, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0809 be 
extinguished.”

The extinguishment is to be effected by means of continuing the existing dwarf wall 
and railing to close all gaps leading from the cul-de-sac to the open space.


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:



“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the 


Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way leading from Wood 


Avens Estate to 
Neilstown Shopping Centre, Clondalkin, as shown colored red on 


Drawing No. RE 0809 be extinguished.”

Director of Service Mr. Frank Coffey outlined the background to this item and 
responded to queries raided by Clllrs Ridge and Gilligan in relation to the closure by 
way of a dwarf wall and railings which will prevent access.  

It was proposed by Councillor Ridge, seconded by Councillor Corrigan and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right–of-way leading from Wood Avens Estate to Neilstown Shopping Centre, Clondalkin, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 0809 be extinguished.”
H10/0309
PROPOSED METRO WEST PROJECT - DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY 
DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Metro West

Proposed Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme

Manager’s Report
4th February 2009
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Introduction


South Dublin County Council has prepared a draft Supplementary Development 
Contribution Scheme (SDCS) under Section 49 of the Planning and Development Acts 
2000-2007. 


The draft Scheme is for the Metro West Light Rail Project and applies to an area of 
approximately 3,500 hectares either side of the preferred route alignment within 
South Dublin County (Appendix 1). 


Metro West extends approximately 24.7km from a point to the west of Main Street, 
Tallaght, in the South Dublin County Council area to Metropark, on the proposed 
Metro North line in the Fingal County Council area.  The Metro West Project will link 
Tallaght Town Centre with Dublin Airport using the Metropark-Airport section of the 
Metro North Route.


Approximately 10.1km, or just under 41% of the extent of the Project runs through 
the South Dublin County Council area.


In the South Dublin County area 7 No. stops are proposed at Tallaght East, Belgard, 
St Brigid’s, Clondalkin, Fonthill, Rowlagh & Liffey Valley.  2 No. additional future stops 
are also proposed at Colbert’s Fort and Newlands. 


South Dublin County Council commissioned an economic assessment in order to 
determine the appropriate rate of levy for the draft Scheme having regard to, inter 
alia, the cost of the Project in the South Dublin area, the quality of service to be 
provided by the Project and the estimated benefit to different classes of future 
development. 


Accordingly, the draft Scheme proposes contributions at the following rates:

Residential Development 

€3,000 per unit

Commercial Development
    €50 per m2
   Retail Development
    €65 per m2

The draft scheme was presented to the County Council, advertised and displayed in 
public for over six weeks from 13 November – 8 January 2009.  7 No. submissions 
were received during the public display period. 


The purpose of this Report is to provide an account of the written submissions 
received following the public display of the Metro West Light Rail Project 
Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme (SDCS).  


The Managers Report forms part of the statutory procedure for the Supplementary 
Development Contribution Scheme as set out under Section 49 of the Planning & 
Development Acts 2000-2007.

2.0 Legislative Background and Requirements


Under the terms of Section 49 (3) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007, 
the legislative requirements outlined in subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), 
(10), (11) and (15) of Section 48 apply to a the making of a Supplementary 
Development Contribution Scheme. 


Section 48 (6) (c) (i) of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2007, requires that 
not later than 4 weeks after the expiration of the period for making submissions or 
observations on the SDCS, the Manager must prepare a report on any submissions or 
observations received, and submit the report to the members of the authority for 
their consideration. 


Section 48 (6) (b) of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2007, states that the 
Manager’s Report must:

· List the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations

· Summarise the issues raised by the persons or bodies in the submissions or 
observations, and

· Give the response of the manager to the issues raised, taking account of the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 


Section 48 (7) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007, requires the 
Members of the Planning Authority to consider the draft SDCS, the report of the 
Manager and to have regard to any recommendations made by the Minister. 


Section 48 (8) (a) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007, requires the 
planning authority to make the scheme, unless it is decided by resolution, to vary or 
modify the scheme, otherwise than as recommended in the managers report, or 
otherwise decide not to make the scheme. A resolution under paragraph 48 (8) (a) 
must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager’s report. 


3.0
Public Consultation Process


At the County Council Meeting on November 10th 2008 the Elected Members of the 
Council noted the Draft Scheme for public display.


The statutory public consultation phase commenced on the 13th of November 2008 
and continued until the 8th of January 2009. A public notice was published in the Irish 
Times on the 13th of November 2008, with details of the consultation process. 


Copies of the draft SDCS and the accompanying map, were available for public 
inspection during the consultation period at County Hall, Tallaght, the Civic Centre, 
Clondalkin and at Lucan, Clondalkin and Tallaght Libraries. The draft Supplementary 
Development Contribution Scheme was also available on www.southdublin.ie

Copies of the draft Scheme were sent to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government, to the Minister for Transport and to other relevant prescribed 
bodies and statutory organisations.


Submissions and observations on the draft Supplementary Development Contribution 
Scheme could be made in writing to the Council between the 13th of November 2008 
and 4.00pm on the 8th January 2009.


4.0
Submissions and Responses


4.1
Number and Type of Submissions


Seven submissions were received during the statutory 6 week period.  These 
submissions have been recorded and compiled in this report, with responses from the 
Manager and recommendations. 


Submissions were received from the Irish Rugby Football Union, the Irish Home 
Builders Association, Treasury Holdings, Barkhill Ltd, Railway Procurement Agency, 
Dunloe Ewart and SIAC Construction Ltd.


Submissions were received from the Department of Transport and The Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government after the closing date.


4.2
Summary of Issues Raised in Submissions


MW001
Irish Rugby Football Union


The submission claims that the proposed scheme is excessive and would create a 
negative impact on the development potential of the Newlands area.  Given the 
current 
economic downturn the overall cost for the infrastructure should be brought 
in to question.  In this respect it is claimed that the scheme is not reflective of key 
cost drivers and it is recommended that SDCC revisit the economic argument for the 
derived rate.


It is contended that the level of contributions are not commensurate with the level of 
service that will be provided by Metro West.  Comparable benefits indicated by the 
proposed Metro North will not be similarly enjoyed in the Metro West catchment.  
This is described by drawing comparisons with passenger carrying capacity for 
various modes of public transport and scheme rates.


Future costs will be necessary in order to upgrade Metro West to Metro North 
standards.  In this regard it is contended that the scheme is excessive insofar as 
notional benefits have been attributed to adjoining lands, which may not happen if 
the upgrade fails to occur.


The submission seeks to:



Revise the economic baseline underpinning the cost/impact estimate




Amend contribution level downwards in light of economic baseline revision




Acknowledge flawed methodology regarding carrying capacity and operation




Amend contribution level downwards based upon submission comparative 

analysis


MW002
Irish Home Builders Association


It is unreasonable and unjustifiable to exempt social housing units from paying a 
contribution under the scheme.  By removing 15% of housing units from the cost 
calculation, a burden has been placed on the private house buyer.  Recalculate the 
level of contribution to include social/affordable housing, resulting in an overall lower 
figure for all dwelling units.  


The fixed 5% per annum update amount is considered to be excessive.  It is 
recommended that the yearly update amount be linked to inflation and that such 
updates be only applied to proposals that have not commenced payment.


Progress reports should be prepared and made available every two years.


MW003
Treasury Holdings


The submission states that the proposed scheme limits the development potential of 
land in the vicinity of the proposed Metro West and the rate should be reassessed in 
light of the current economic slowdown.


It is contended that the estimated increase in property values as a result of Metro 
West is high considering current economic circumstances.  In view of this factor rates 
should be recalculated and subsequently reduced.


Comparative analysis is presented to illustrate the cumulative impact of levies 
(Section 48, Section 49 KRP and Section 49 Metro West) and how excessively high 
development contributions may discourage development.  It is further argued that 
costs associated with the delivery of the Clonburris SDZ may impact on its 
deliverability.  It is suggested SDCC follow Department of the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government guidance (Circular PD 4/2003), which warns of setting 
contributions excessively high.  This, it is argued, could lead to displacing 
development outside the catchment area and damaging the potential of Clonburris 
SDZ.


Comparisons have been drawn between Metro North (DCC) and Metro West, 
commercial and retail rates, describing a significantly higher rate for Metro West.  
This leads to the conclusion that SDCC should follow DEHLG guidance and be mindful 
of rates set in adjacent authorities.


Preference for a per hectare rate rather than a per unit or square metre rate is put 
forward, arguing that per hectare rates allow the developer a degree of certainty as 
to the amount of contribution payable on land.  Per unit contributions may act to 
reduce densities along the transport corridor, due to higher contributions.


The fixed 5% per annum rate increase should be index linked.


Multi-storey car parks should be exempted, as they are viewed as an ancillary use to 
commercial/residential development.


MW004
Barkhill Ltd


Residential rates should be based on bed spaces, to allow for units that are attractive 
to first time buyers.


The scheme should be clarified to state whether per square metre rates are based 
upon nett or gross floor areas.  Nett floor areas are preferred, as this is the area from 
which business derives value.


Multi-storey and under croft car parking should be exempted from contributions to 
ensure that surface car parking is discouraged, together will all other ancillary areas.


Include a third class of development – Community/Social Use, exempt such uses 
from fees, even if they are liable to pay rates.


Regeneration involving floor space removal, demolition or refurbishment should be 
considered as exempt from the scheme, this would encourage sustainable forms of 
development.


Social and Affordable homes should be considered for inclusion in the contribution 
scheme.


If the project does not proceed, contributions are to be paid back with interest; this 
level of interest should be stated in the scheme.  The scheme lifespan should be 
shortened.  It is not lawful to implement an administration charge.


Value creation, queries are raised as to the target to requirement to raise at least 
18% of the value crated, an alternative target rate of 16.5% is suggested.  


The fixed 5% per annum rate increase should be index linked.


MW005
Railway Procurement Agency


Requests that the scheme be implemented in full to ensure a minimum of 50% of the 
cost of the project is recouped through private funding.


MW006
Dunloe Ewart


Comparisons are made with the rates set for the DCC Metro North scheme.  The 
passenger carrying capacity is also compared between Metro North and Metro West.  
Both aspects lead to the conclusion that Metro West will carry less passengers and 
that the rate should be reduced to a comparable level with Metro North (Dublin City 
Council).


All car parking should be considered as ancillary to the primary development and 
therefore exempted from the scheme.  All car parking should be encouraged to 
allowed passengers to avail of a park and ride facility and maximise use of public 
transport trips.


An Bord Pleanála have set the development potential for the lands, allowance for 
change is minimal.  Therefore, Clonburris Plan lands should be exempted from the 
scheme.


It is stated that if development is discouraged from locating within the scheme 
corridor, revenue streams accruing to the Council from commercial rates will reduce.  
In order to protect this potential fro revenue, the rate should be reduced to 
encourage commercial development.


MW007
SIAC Construction Ltd


Agreement that Metro West is essential to South Dublin County Council, but an 
excessive scheme should not undermine the competitiveness of the County.  
Reassessment and revision of the scheme rates is required in order to take a long 
term development view of strategically located lands.


The benefits of Metro West have been exaggerated, the impact on property 
values has been overstated, and a more realistic view 
should be taken in light of 
current economic conditions.


It is agreed that Metro West will probably have a greater impact on residential 
property values and a lesser impact on commercial/retail property values, this 
assertion should be reflected in a revised lower rate for commercial/retail 
development.  This argument is further substantiated by the background economic 
report which suggests that industrial/warehouse development benefits little from 
proximity to Luas.


The fixed 5% per annum rate increase should be index linked.


A query is raised in relation to areas within the scheme boundary which are clearly 
beyond 1km of the proposed Metro West alignment, locations and distances are 
presented.  It is further asserted that the current County Development Plan does not 
provide guidance concerning residential density beyond 400 metres of a Luas stop, 
clarification on this matter is requested.  Will increased densities be permitted within 
the contribution scheme?


It is stated that lands within the proposed scheme boundary will also be subject to 
the Kildare Route Project Section 49 Contribution Scheme.


Comparisons are made with other supplementary contribution schemes in the Dublin 
area.  It is not justified to compare a Dublin City Centre condition, in terms of plot 
ratios, with lands in SDCC.  Per unit and per square metre rates cannot be compared 
with per hectare rates.


The Kildare Route Project charges a much lower rate and will provide a higher quality 
service.


Clarification is sought on the following aspects of the proposed scheme:


The agreement drawn up between the service provider and SDCC should be publicly available.


Details are requested concerning the retention of part of the contributions for administration purposes.


The nature of ‘open storage/hard surface commercial space’ be defined


Car parking and open space should be included in the list of exempted uses.


MW008
Department of Transport (Late submission)


No observations


MW009
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Late submission)


The submission welcomes the publication of the draft Supplementary Development 
Contribution scheme and commends South Dublin County Council on the level of 
transparency shown regarding the availability of the document.  The following points 
should be considered:


The Planning Authority should satisfy itself that it is permissible under the planning 
legislation to allow for the following - 


If the construction of the project does not proceed to completion, the contributions 
received under the Scheme will be returned to those who paid them with interest.


The Council will seek to retain a proportion of the cost of contribution for the 
administration of the levy.


The Planning Authority should satisfy itself that ‘double charging’ will not occur and 
that the scheme will not include any benefit that accrues in respect of existing 
property.


Exemptions – a further category which should be considered for 
exemptions/reductions would be drug treatment facilities.


Given the transparency recommendations contained in Department circulars 
PD4/2003 and PD 5/2007; more information should be provided regarding the unit 
basis for the application of the levy.


In the interests of transparency and customer service, the scheme when adopted 
should be available on the Council’s website.


4.3
Issues Raised and Manager’s Response


4.3.1
Economic Basis of Scheme


A number of submissions suggest that the economic basis for the scheme 
should be re-visited in light of the changed economic circumstances in 
recent months.  The benefits of Metro West have been exaggerated and 
that the levy should be revised downward as a result:


Total cost of the scheme and together with the levy itself should be revised 
downward based on an up to date estimate of current and future potential costs due 
to economic downturn. Entire economic basis of scheme should be revised 
(MW001)


Economic downturn will have a huge impact on property prices in vicinity of scheme. 
It is contended that the estimated increase in property values as a result of Metro 
West is exaggerated and is high considering current economic circumstances.  In 
view of this factor rates should be recalculated and subsequently reduced.  
(MW003), (MW007)


The levy proposed will limit the development potential of land in the vicinity of the 
proposed Metro West, will damage the competitiveness of the area and will 
discourage development.  The rate should be reassessed in light of the current 
economic slowdown. Rate should be decreased to encourage development (MW003, 
MW006, MW007)

Value creation, queries are raised as to the target to requirement to raise at least 
18% of the value created, an alternative target rate of 16.5% is suggested.  
(MW004)


It is agreed that Metro West will probably have a greater impact on residential 
property values and a lesser impact on commercial/retail property values, this 
assertion should be reflected in a revised lower rate for commercial/retail 
development.  This argument is further substantiated by the background economic 
report which suggests that industrial/warehouse development benefits little from 
proximity to Luas.  (MW007)


Manager’s Response


South Dublin County Council commenced the preparation of a draft Section 49 
Scheme for the Metro West Orbital Rail Proposal (MWORP) during the summer of 
2008.  This work was undertaken in the context of several such schemes recently 
completed in the Dublin Region, including those for the ‘Metro North’ Project, the 
reopening of the Dunboyne-Clonsilla railway line and the Luas Green Line extension 
to Cherrywood and the Kildare Route Project Scheme. It was also commenced at the 
direct request of the RPA to South Dublin County Council.


At present, lands in the South Dublin County Council area adjoining the line of the 
proposed MWORP have restricted access to the limited number of public transport 
systems operating in the area at present. The proposed Metro West will


• Connect key towns in the west of Dublin serving existing and new communities;


• Connect with Metro North, serving Dublin Airport, Swords and Dublin city centre;



• Provide an important connection between current and planned transport systems 
by linking with Luas, Iarnród Éireann, Metro North and Bus services;


• Provide a fast, frequent, reliable and safe service;


Without access to a high frequency, dependable rail service, it is likely that new 
development on lands in the vicinity of the line would be heavily car dependent, 
adding to the already high levels of traffic congestion in the northern part of the 
County.  This, in turn would place limitations on the level of development that could 
be reasonably sustained on lands in the area.


MWORP will provide improved access to dependable, high frequency rail services to 
lands in its vicinity.  Along with the further improvements in public transport that the 
MWORP will facilitate, the increased level of service allows for significant increases in 
the density of mixed use developments likely to be permitted on adjacent lands.  As a 
result, MWORP is an element of infrastructure offering significant additional benefit to 
nearby property owners.  It is therefore considered by the Planning Authority that a 
supplementary contribution scheme should be implemented in respect of new 
development generally in the vicinity of the MWORP route to facilitate the 
construction of the MWORP and that the levy would be collectable over a 30 year 
timeframe.


The Planning & Development Acts 2000 - 2007 require a Supplementary 
Development Contribution Scheme to state the basis for determining the 
contributions to be paid in respect of the public infrastructure project to which the 
Scheme relates.  In this regard, South Dublin County Council commissioned KHSK 
Economic Consultants to prepare a report which would provide an economic basis for 
a Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme. In particular the economic 
consultants were asked to report in respect of the following:


a)
Estimate the benefits that will arise as a result of the infrastructure in the form of enhanced property values;


b)
Identify the percentage of total cost of infrastructure which is applicable to SDCC and the contribution of the SDCS to that cost;



c)
Identify the optimum rate of levy to maximise the yield;



d)
Identify the appropriate rates for different classes of development;




e)
Advise on appropriate inflation and discount factors;




f)
Identify the unit basis for application of the levy;



g)
Identify potential exclusions from the levy and the impact on revenue from the SDCS.


The economic analysis which forms the basis for the scheme has been carried out by 
a professional economist who has experience in the preparation of such schemes.  It 
was a specific requirement of the scheme that it would minimise adverse effects on 
housing supply and on the demand for housing in the area any minimising any 
impact on the competitiveness of the area.  The economic analysis carried out 
indicates that the proposed levy rate is robust and will retain the competitiveness of 
lands in its vicinity.


Economic Analysis


Economies by their nature experience peaks and troughs.  The current downturn is 
an example of this phenomenon.  It is possible that the downturn will impact on the 
cost of the infrastructure and may affect the extent of the monetary increase in 
property values which will occur as a result of the investment.  In relation to the cost 
of the scheme, the RPA stated in correspondence dated August 20th 2008 in response 
to a query raised by South Dublin County Council that ‘the current estimate for the 
project suggests that the capital costs will be in excess of €1billion.  In the same 
correspondence the RPA go on to state that ‘It is the policy of the RPA to secure 
private contributions to the project of at least 50% of the total capital cost’.  The 
Planning Authority has accepted the RPA projection and is not in a position to review 
this cost estimate.  It is estimated that the proportion of the MWORP which traverses 
SDCC will incur 41% of the total cost of infrastructure.  Consequently, an objective of 
the scheme is to raise in the region of 50% of this cost.


The economic assessment was undertaken during the latter part of 2008.  The 
ongoing falls in property prices mean that property values are now lower on average 
than at that time.  Since the estimate of the value created is expressed as a 
percentage of the underlying property value, it is simple arithmetic to conclude that 
the estimate, should the calculation be done again today would result in a lower 
overall value.  However, for a number of reasons, this does not lead to the conclusion 
that the economic basis for the scheme is invalid or needs to be redone.


The economic analysis was undertaken at a time when it was clear that there was a 
substantial downturn in property prices.  This was taken into account in the 
assessment.  The analysis was based on prices for properties on sale and on the 
views of estate agents on the current state of the market.  This approach indicated 
that prices had fallen in some instances by 20% or more and it was these revised 
estimates that were used in the calculation.  This fall was much greater than what 
was indicated by official statistics since these related to properties that had already 
been sold.  As a result, the data were forward looking in terms of the extent of the 
downturn.


It can be expected with a high degree of certainty that the economy will experience 
many fluctuations during the timeframe of the scheme.  Thus, there will be period 
where property prices, after allowance for general inflation, are higher than currently 
as well as the prospect that they will be lower.  As a result, the timescale of the 
scheme ensures that fluctuations such as are currently being experienced are taken 
into account.  This means that, while the extent of the falls that might occur in the 
current downturn cannot be forecast with certainty, there would be no gain in terms 
of the accuracy of the assessment of the impact on values of the overall scheme by 
revising the dataset. 


The issue of ensuring that the scheme does not affect the competitiveness of the 
area in terms of attracting investment was given priority in the economic report.  In 
line with the Guidelines from the Department, this was done by ensuring that it is 
consistent with schemes in other adjacent areas.  Consistency is assessed under 4 
headings:

· The monetary values of the levies;

· The proportion of the cost that is raised;

· The proportion of the benefits that accrue as levies;

· The service that is provided in terms of carrying capacity.  


Each of these criteria is discussed at length in the report.  The resulting levy is set at 
a level that that it meets in as far as possible the often conflicting requirements of 
these criteria.  Given the analysis it is the view of the economic consultant and SDCC 
that the economic analysis that was carried out is robust and results in a levy that is 
consistent with schemes in other adjacent areas.  As a result, it is concluded that it 
will not undermine the competitiveness of the lands in the vicinity of the scheme and, 
by facilitating the construction of MWORP, the scheme enhances the attractiveness of 
these land for development.


An argument is made that the target to raise 18% of the value created in property is 
overestimated and an alternative target of 16.5% should be set.  A number of levy 
schemes in the Dublin area were reviewed by the consultants.  These are shown in 
Table 2.4 of the report.  The proportion of the benefits identified that are projected 
to accrue as revenue range from 8% to 25%.  If the percentages in each case are 
summed and averaged the answer is 16.5%.  However, the schemes range greatly in 
size and in terms of the properties that will be included.  In particular, the Dublin City 
Metro North scheme greatly lowers the average.  A better approach is to sum the 
total benefits and calculate the overall percentage that will accrue as revenue.  This 
provides the estimate of 18%.   


In conclusion, the argument that the cost of the scheme should be revised due to 
current economic circumstances is weak due to the multi-year timeframe of the 
scheme.


4.3.2
Scheme/Infrastructure Comparisons


Issue Raised


A number of submissions argue that the scheme is flawed especially where 
it relies on comparisons with other schemes in particular Metro North 
Fingal which has a far greater carrying capacity than Metro West and Metro 
North Dublin City which has a far different profile to SDCC.


Methodology regarding carrying capacity and operation where comparisons are 
drawn with Metro North is flawed. This should be addressed and levy revised 
downward. Metro West is effectively a tram line rather than full metro and will not 
yield same benefits as fully integrated metro system.  (MW001)

Comparisons have been drawn between Metro North (DCC) and Metro West, 
commercial and retail rates, describing a significantly higher rate for Metro West.  
This leads to the conclusion that SDCC should follow DEHLG guidance and be mindful 
of rates set in adjacent authorities.  (MW003)

Comparisons are made with the rates set for the DCC Metro North scheme.  The 
passenger carrying capacity is also compared between Metro North and Metro West.  
Both aspects lead to the conclusion that Metro West will carry less passengers and 
that the rate should be reduced to a comparable level with Metro North (DCC).  
(MW006)

Comparisons are made with other supplementary contribution schemes in the Dublin 
area.  It is not justified to compare a Dublin City Centre condition, in terms of plot 
ratios, with lands in SDCC.  (MW007)

The Kildare Route Project charges a much lower rate and will provide a higher quality 
service.  (MW007)

Manager’s Response


Section 2.3 of the economic report dealing with comparative criteria acknowledged 
that the passenger carrying capacity for Metro West is lower than that for Metro 
North Fingal.  This report was also written in the knowledge that Metro West would 
largely run over ground.  The economic consultant advises that when designing SDCS 
schemes the issue of carrying capacity has not been deemed to be the dominant 
criteria for comparison purposes, except in the case of the Navan rail line.  As 
discussed above, it is one criterion for consideration.  The service that will be 
provided by Metro West is similar to Metro North although carrying capacity is 
projected to be lower.  There are additional network benefits as a result of 
multiplying the options that are available to passengers through integrating public 
transport in the Dublin area so that up to 7 million car journeys per year will be 
removed from roads.  As a result, while carrying capacity is projected to be lower, 
Metro West will provide a service that is broadly comparable to Metro North so that 
this criterion does not support the conclusion that a lower levy should be set 
compared to Metro North SDCS.


Regarding comparison with the levy rate set by Metro North Fingal and Dublin city, 
Tables 2.1 and 4.4 in the KHSK economic report compare levy rates in a range of 
schemes in the Dublin area.  The table below is derived from this report.  For the 
purposes of comparison Metro North Fingal, Kildare Route and Dublin City schemes 
have all been converted to per hectare according to projected densities and plot 
ratios.  This table shows clearly that the proposed rates are in line with those applied 
in other schemes when calculated on a comparable basis.  The lower residential rate 
per unit in the city when compared to SDCC rate arises simply because of lower 
projected densities in South Dublin.  


Levy Rates in SDCSs in Dublin in 2008
	
	Residential
	Commercial
	Retail

	Metro West 
	€300,000 per ha
	€750,000 per ha
	€975,000 per ha

	DLR Luas B1 
	€319,070 per ha
	€727,500 per ha

	Fingal Metro North
	€319,725 per ha
	€727,650 per ha
	€992,250 per ha

	Dublin City Metro 
	€320,040 per ha
	€752,000 per ha
	€966,000 per ha



Note: The Dublin City levies are converted to per ha equivalents according to 
projected densities and plot ratios.


The rate set for the KRP is indeed lower than in the case of Metro West.  The basis 
for this was that irrespective of carrying capacity on the KRP, most passengers using 
it would have destinations that originated and/or begun outside the South Dublin 
area.  As a result, the benefits to South Dublin are relatively low compared to 
carrying capacity.  The levy rates reflect this.  This means that a simple comparison 
of the rates in these two schemes which does not take this into account is not an 
appropriate basis to argue for a revision of the Metro West rate. 


These data show that SDCC has closely observed the Department’s Guidelines 
regarding consistency and considers that the comparisons which are set out in the 
Metro West scheme are consistent with other schemes in adjacent areas.  


4.3.3
Indexation


Issue Raised


The fixed 5% per annum update amount is considered to be excessive.  It is 
recommended that the yearly update amount be linked to inflation and that such 
updates be only applied to proposals that have not commenced payment.  (MW002, 
MW003, MW004 and MW007)

Manager’s Response


The capital cost of Metro West must be all paid at an early stage of the scheme, 
assumed to be year 1.  This will need to be financed either through debt or other 
public resources.  However, the revenues will only be collected over a number of 
years under the scheme.  Thus, in order to protect the real value of the Scheme, the 
index factor should be set with reference to the appropriate discount rate, not some 
inflation index that may or may not have a superficial association with the business of 
building Metro West. 


This approach has precedence.  Schemes in the Dublin area discussed above have all 
adopted a flat rate of 5% per annum with no reference to wider developments such 
as the possibility that inflation might exceed this rate.  This has been based on the 
calculation by the Department of Finance that the rate of interest paid on Ireland’s 
national debt approximated 5% per annum since the early 1990s.  This calculation 
was temporarily reduced to 4% for a period.  However, the long time period of the 
SDCS and the wish to maintain the real value of revenue irrespective of the timing of 
development mean that it is considered that the rate of 5% remains appropriate.  
The Department has concluded that since repayment of the national debt can be 
considered to be the alternative use of funds, then the cost of this debt provides the 
appropriate discount rate.     


It is recommended that the levy rates identified Year 1 should be indexed at a flat 
rate of 5% per annum, in line with other recent schemes in the Dublin area.  The key 
issue here is the wish to preserve the real value of revenue i.e. to try to ensure that 
the impact of discounting is offset by the indexation.  While it appears safe to 
assume that the lands in the study area will all be developed within the lifetime of the 
SDCS, the actual timing of this development and thus of the revenue flow will depend 
on decisions that are, to a considerable extent, outside the power of the Council to 
determine.  Setting the indexation and discount rates at 5% will preserve the real 
value of revenue irrespective of timing thereby removing the potentially important 
risk factor from the scheme.  By adopting the recommended parameters the real 
value of the Scheme’s revenue is preserved irrespective of the timing of 
development.  


The draft scheme states that the indexed rate of 5% per annum can be subject to an 
option by the Council to suspend indexation for a period or periods should this be 
required (paragraph 5.2).


4.3.4
Unit Basis for Levy Calculation


Issue Raised


It is suggested that a per hectare rate or alternatively (in the case of residential) a 
bed spaces rate rather than a per unit or m2 rate is used for the calculation of the 
levy required.  The scheme should be clarified to state whether per m2 rates are 
based upon nett or gross floor areas.  (MW003, MW004)  Given the transparency 
recommendations contained in Department circulars PD4/2003 and PD 5/2007, more 
information should be provided regarding the unit basis for the application of the 
levy.  (MW009)

Manager’s Response


Under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007, only one levy rate for each 
class of property can be applied in the scheme and the unit basis for its application 
must be identified.


These levies can be applied on the basis of the underlying property i.e. € per hectare, 
or on the basis of the actual area developed i.e. € per housing unit or per m2 for 
commercial and retail property.  The former approach provides some degree of 
certainty in relation to projections of future revenue streams since the areas to which 
the levy will be applied are known.  With the latter, the revenue stream would be 
related to the plot ratios and densities achieved.  Residential densities and 
commercial plot ratios have been used to provide the projected quantum of 
development and it is assumed that these represent the potential for development.  
However, a key requirement is to ensure that the provisions of the scheme do not 
interfere with the implementation of development plans for the area and these are 
subject to change in the future.  


The Fingal Metro North and Luas B1 schemes applied levies calculated on a per 
hectare basis.  The Dublin City scheme adopted a per unit basis for residential 
development and a m2 basis for commercial and retail due to the shortage of 
development space and since the areas in question are small.  South Dublin also 
adopted this approach with the KRP SDCS because, particularly in the case of 
commercial property, plot ratios were deemed to be likely to vary considerably 
between different locations within the study area and because there was also the 
potential that higher densities would be achieved in the future than are currently 
foreseen.  The per unit/m2 approach will maximise the potential take of the scheme 
as higher densities will increase its value.  Thus, the decision depends on 
characteristics of the study area.


SDCC will wish to encourage higher densities and plot ratios for new development 
compared to the existing property stock.  Preparatory work undertaken by the 
Planning Department in SDCC indicates that existing commercial development has an 
average plot ratio of 0.5:1 while average residential density is 40 per ha.  However, 
the estimation of potential development applied ratios of up to 2.0:1 and 2.5:1 in 
mixed developments in Tallaght Town Centre.  Residential densities of up to 125 per 
ha were used.  However, these are not consistent across the study area.  Some 
commercial/retail development will be as low as 0.5:1 while a proportion of the 
residential development that is foreseen will be at densities of 75 per ha and lower 
for infill housing.  Given this disparity within the area, it is considered that 
applying the levies on a per ha basis would not be appropriate.  Instead, it is 
recommended that the residential levy should be applied per unit and the commercial 
and retail levies per sq. meter of development.  Page 24 KHSK Report.


4.3.5
Scheme Overlap

Issue Raised


Comparative analysis is presented to illustrate the cumulative impact of levies 
(Section 48, Section 49 KRP and Section 49 Metro West) and how excessively high 
development contributions may discourage development.  It is further argued that 
costs associated with the delivery of the Clonburris SDZ may impact on its 
deliverability.  (MW003, MW007).  Therefore, Clonburris Plan lands should be 
exempted from the scheme.  (MW006).  The Planning Authority should satisfy itself 
that ‘double charging’ will not occur and that the scheme will not include any benefit 
that accrues in respect of existing property.  (MW009)

Manager’s Response


Each levy scheme has been designed with reference to specific pieces of 
infrastructure as is required by the legislation.  While some areas will be subject to 
more than one levy scheme, this arises because they are determined to benefit from 
more than one piece of infrastructure.  The legislation also requires that each scheme 
has a single levy rate that applies to all property defined by its class.  Thus, it is both 
appropriate and a requirement that some areas will be subject to more than one levy 
scheme.  


The benefits attributed to locating within a corridor exposed to superior public 
transport can often outweigh the costs associated with development and delivery of 
units.  A greater potential for development exists within the scheme area compared 
with other locations within and outside the county.


It is noted that the density and scale of development proposed in the Clonburris SDZ 
is dependant on the provision of an integrated and sustainable public transport 
network.  It is considered reasonable that the developer’s would contribute to this.


It is noted that government guidance on this matter states:


In the area for which the scheme is adopted, these contributions will be payable in 
addition to those payable under section 48.  Developers should not be required to 
make two payments in respect of the same infrastructure, and therefore a public 
infrastructure project should not be included in both a general and supplementary 
contribution scheme.


Metro West and the Kildare Rail Project are new pieces of infrastructure and are not 
included in the County wide Section 48 scheme, therefore, developers will not be 
liable to double-charging with respect to infrastructure provision.  This is as set out 
within section 49(5) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007.


4.3.6
Exemptions


It is unreasonable and unjustifiable to exempt social housing units from paying a 
contribution under the scheme.  By removing 15% of housing units from the cost 
calculation, a burden has been placed on the private house buyer.  Recalculate the 
level of contribution to include social/affordable housing.  (MW002, MW004)

Manager’s Response


It is the policy of South Dublin County Council to exempt both Social and Affordable 
Housing from development contribution schemes. 


Exemptions – Car Parking, storage and open space


All car parking, multi-storey, under croft car parking and open space should be 
exempted, as they are viewed as an ancillary use to commercial/residential 
development.  The nature of ‘open storage/hard surface commercial space’ should be 
defined.  (MW004, MW003, MW006, MW007)

Manager’s Response


Car parking which is considered ancillary to the primary use is exempted from the 
levy scheme.  Commercial car parks shall be considered to be included in the levy 
scheme.  Open space is not included in any rate schedule and is therefore exempted.  
Open storage/hard surface commercial space is defined as uncovered storage space 
associated with a commercial enterprise, e.g. uncovered storage space displaying 
motor vehicles for sale or uncovered storage space for materials used as part of a 
permitted use on site.  This type of use is liable for one third of rate as outlined in 
the draft scheme.


Exemptions – Community Facilities


Include a third class of development – Community/Social Use, exempt such uses 
from fees, even if they are liable to pay rates.  (MW004).  A further category which 
should be considered for exemptions/reductions would be drug treatment facilities.  
(MW009)

Manager’s Response


The proposed scheme already provides exemptions for:


Voluntary non-profit making clubs and similar community facilities/centres, youth 
centres and similar non-commercial community related developments with a 
commercial element;

A further category will be added to the exemptions list regarding Drug Treatment 
Facilities.


Exemptions – Regeneration


Regeneration involving floor space removal, demolition or refurbishment should be 
considered as exempt from the scheme; this would encourage sustainable forms of 
development.  (MW004)

Manager’s Response


Residential, commercial and retail development not exempted from the scheme shall 
be levied the appropriate rate.  Any contributions paid under this supplementary 
development contribution (with regard to Metro West) will be appropriately 
discounted against future re-development.  Regeneration involving floor space 
removal, demolition or refurbishment will be considered as development for the 
purposes of this scheme and levied accordingly.


4.3.7
Administration, Monitoring and Review

Issue Raised


Progress reports should be prepared and made available every two years.  The 
scheme lifespan should be shortened.  If the project does not proceed, contributions 
are to be paid back with interest; this level of interest should be stated in the 
scheme; is this practice permissible under the planning legislation?  Details of the 
administration charge and its legality are raised.  The agreement drawn up between 
the service provider and SDCC should be publicly available.  (MW002, MW004, 
MW007, MW009)

Manager’s Response


The draft scheme allows for a degree of flexibility in relation to monitoring, review, 
level of contribution and time span.  The draft scheme states:


The Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme may be reviewed from time to 
time by the Planning Authority having regard to circumstances prevailing at that time.  
Where it is proposed to reduce the level of contributions payable this may be attained 
by an amendment to the existing Scheme when agreed upon by the elected 
members.  Any increase in contributions will require the adoption of a new or 
amended Scheme by the Council of the County of South Dublin.


Details regarding the agreement between South Dublin County Council and the 
service provider, in this case the Railway Procurement Agency, shall be made 
available and 
will be determined in line with the requirements of paragraph 
(4)(a)(b)(i, ii, iii and iv), section 49 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-
2007.  This may include information regarding administration fees, such fees will not 
be levied on the applicant.  There is no mechanism in the Planning and Development 
Acts 2000-2007 to compel a County Council to return monies should the project not 
proceed, however, the agreement with the Railway Procurement Agency will have 
provision for repayment in this event.  It is considered that a monitoring document 
would prove useful with regard to any review of the scheme during its lifetime, a two 
yearly period is appropriate.


4.3.8
Project Costing

Issue Raised


Requests that the scheme be implemented in full to ensure a minimum of 50% of the 
cost of the project is recouped through private funding.  (MW005)

Manager’s Response


Noted

4.3.9
Development Plan – Development Density 


Issue Raised


A query is raised in relation to areas within the scheme boundary which are clearly 
beyond 1km of the proposed Metro West alignment, locations and distances are 
illustrated.  It is further asserted that the current County Development Plan does not 
provide guidance concerning residential density beyond 400 metres of a Luas stop, 
clarification on this matter is requested.  Will increased densities be permitted within 
the contribution scheme?  (MW007)

Manager’s Response


The County Development Plan 2004-2010 provides detailed guidance regarding 
residential densities in the vicinity of public transport networks.  The County 
Development Plan is currently under review and will be informed by government 
guidelines in relation to residential densities, such as the recently published 
‘Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas’.


Other plans have been prepared for areas within the scheme boundary.  These 
include the Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme, Liffey Valley LAP and currently in 
preparation the Naas Road Development Framework; clear guidance in relation to 
appropriate residential density is outlined in these documents.


Increased residential densities will only be permitted in appropriate locations adjacent 
to Metro West stops.  In other locations remote from Metro West stops, reduced 
densities will be considered; consequently reduced levies will apply.  This is the 
advantage of a unit based levy over a per hectare scheme.


5.0
Manager’s Recommendations


RECOMMENDATION No. 1


Insert the following bullet point at the end of Section 6.1: 

· Drug Treatment Facilities


RECOMMENDATION No. 2


Insert the additional paragraph in section 7 Monitoring and Review at 7.6:


The Council will publish an e-document every two years, starting at the second 
anniversary of the coming in to operation of the scheme, outlining the following:

· The amount of levy raised in that period.

· The amount and type of planning permissions permitted in that period.

· Construction and operational progress of Metro West (where relevant).


RECOMMENDATION No. 3


Insert the following footnoted definition at the 10th bullet point of section 6 
Exemptions and Reductions:


Open storage/hard surface commercial space is defined as uncovered storage space 
associated with a commercial enterprise.  For example, uncovered storage space 
used for displaying motor vehicles for sale or uncovered storage space for materials 
stored as part of a permitted development.


6.0
Resolution. 


South Dublin County Council. 


Planning & Development Acts 2000-2007. 


Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme for the Metro West 
Light Rail Project.


South Dublin County Council.

A. In exercise of its powers under section 49 of the Planning & Development 
Acts 2000-2007 (the Planning Act);

B. Having published on 13th November 2008 notice of this scheme as required 
under section 49(4) of the Planning Act. 

C. Having sent a copy of a draft of this scheme to the Minister for the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government as required by section 49(5) of 
the Planning Act (and having received recommendations from that Minister 
and having considered and had regard to them);

D. Having received (less than 6 weeks ago) and considered the managers report 
under section 49(3) of the Planning Act. 


By resolution, MAKES this supplementary development contribution scheme.

1. This is a supplementary development contributions scheme under section 49 
of the Planning Act. 

2. This scheme relates and applies to the area (edged red) on Appendix 1 
attached to and made part of this scheme (the scheme area)

3. This scheme is for the development, financing, operation, and maintenance 
of a light railway within the borders of the County, including the provision of 
depots, stations, car parks, other ancillary development, and diversion of 
utilities (the Project). 

4. The project is to be carried out by the Railway Procurement Agency, under 
an agreement with South Dublin County Council.

5. The estimated capital cost of the Project is €410 Million (2008 prices)

6. The Project will benefit development in the Scheme Area (the Project will 
enable the development of the Scheme Area in a sustainable manner to a 
high density in accordance with the County Development Plan and 
Residential Density Guidelines. The project will improve the Scheme Area’s 
attractiveness and marketability for residential and commercial developments 
and will add significantly to the value of land in the Scheme Area. 

· The amount of contributions to be paid under this scheme (in 2008 prices) 
are: 

· Residential developments:  €3,000 per house, apartment or other residential 
unit

· Other developments:  (Commercial €50 per gross square metre/ Retail €65 
per gross square metre. 

The amounts in this paragraph will increase on 1 January each year at the compound interest rate of (5%) per year, subject to an option to the Council that it may suspend indexation for a period or periods should this be required.  The contributions must be paid at the rate in effect at the time of payment.  

The amounts in this paragraph have been determined having regard to the estimated cost of the Project, which is set out in paragraph 5 above. Benefits accruing to existing development have not been included in the determination. 

7. It will be a condition of all planning permissions granted for development in 
the Scheme Area (subject to paragraph 10 below), while this scheme is in 
effect, in that the developer pay to South Dublin County Council the 
contribution required under this scheme. 

8. Contributions under this scheme must be paid on commencement of the 
development, or on a phased basis agreed with South Dublin County Council. 
If payment is phased the outstanding balance will increase at the rate in 
paragraph 8 above.  If payment is not made when due, interest will accrue 
on the unpaid balance at the rate specified in the European Communities 
(Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2002, or any law 
that replaces them. 

9. The following developments are exempt from contributions under this 
scheme:

· House extensions, to include family flats that as a condition of 
planning permission restrict their use to that of accommodation 
ancillary to the main dwelling;

· Registered charitable institutions;

· Replacement dwellings on previously fully serviced sites;

· Primary schools;

· Post primary schools;

· Voluntary non-profit making clubs and similar community 
facilities/centres, youth centres and similar non-commercial 
community related developments with a commercial element;

· Childcare Facilities such as crèches;

· Social and Affordable housing units, including those which are 
provided in accordance with an agreement made under Part V of the 
Planning and Development Acts 2000-2007 or which are provided by 
a voluntary or cooperative housing body, which is recognised as such 
by the Council;

· Underground car parking;

· Open storage/hard surface commercial space development shall be 
liable at one third of the rate.

· Drug treatment facilities.

10. South Dublin County Council will receive the contributions to be made under 
this scheme, and pay them to the Railway Procurement Agency in 
accordance with the agreement referred to in paragraph 5 above.  Pending 
completion of that agreement, South Dublin County Council will retain the 
contributions collected and place them on investment with an investment 
company selected with the objective of maximising return and minimising 
risk.  These contributions and interest will be paid to the Railway 
Procurement Agency when the agreement is concluded.  The agreement with 
the Railway Procurement Agency will provide that the money received by 
South Dublin County Council under this scheme can only be used for the 
Project.

11. If South Dublin County Council enters a contract for a development to be 
carried out on behalf of, or jointly or in partnership with South Dublin County 
Council, and as a result the development is an exempted development under 
section 4(1)(f) of the Planning Act, the contract must require the developer 
to make the same contributions as would be required under this scheme if 
the development had planning permission. 

12. This scheme will apply from the date it is mate until the 30th anniversary of 
that date.  This scheme will not be amended before that date so as to reduce 
the contributions to the Project, except when the cost of carrying out the 
project is less than the estimated amount as stated in paragraph 6 above.  

13. If the construction of the Project does not proceed, the contributions 

received under this scheme will be returned to those who have paid them.  
The agreement with the Railway Procurement Agency will have provision for 
repayment in this event.

14. This scheme can be referred to as the South Dublin County Council 
Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme for the Metro West Light 
Rail Project.”

Made at County Hall, [insert date]. 

Appendix 1: Scheme Map

Appendix 2: Public Notice


Appendix 3: Submission Received


REF
Name
Address


MW001
John Sheehan
Tom Phillips & Associates, The Chancery 3 – 10 Chancery, Dublin 8


MW002
Noel O'Connor
Irish Home Builders Association, Construction House, Canal Road, Dublin 6


MW003
John Spain
John Spain Associates, 10 Lower Mount 

St, Dublin 2


MW004
Simon Clear
Simon Clear & Associates, 3 Terenure Road West, Terenure, Dublin 6W


MW005
Peter O'Shea
RPA Parkgate Business Centre, Parkgate Street, Dublin 8


MW006

Christy O'Sullivan
ILTP St. Albert's House, 




Dunboyne, Co.Meath


MW007
Garrett Robinson
SIAC Construction Ltd, Dolcain House, Monastery Road, Clondalkin Dublin 22


Late


MW008
Imelda Condon
Management Services Unit, Dept. Transport, 25 Clare Street, Dublin 2


MW009
Eddie Kiernan
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Custom House, Dublin 1


Mr F. Nevin, Director of Service outlined the main issues associated with the 
proposed scheme and the nature of the 7 submissions received.  The 
report recommends three amendments to the scheme which went on display as 
follows:

· RECOMMENDATION No. 1


Insert a pullet bullet point at the end of Section 6.1 on Drug Treatment Facilities

· RECOMMENDATION No. 2


Insert an additional paragraph in section 7 Monitoring and Review at 7.6:

· RECOMMENDATION No. 3


Insert a footnoted definition at the 10th bullet point of section 6 Exemptions and 
Reductions


It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr Corr, seconded by Cllr O 
Connell to make the Supplementary Development scheme and the 
following resolution was passed:
“In exercise of its powers under section 49 of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2007, South Dublin County Council having published notice of this scheme on 13th November 2008 (as required under section 49(4) of the Planning Act) and having sent a copy of a draft of this scheme to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (as required by section 49(5) of the Planning Act), and having received recommendations from that Minister, and having considered and had regard to the Minister’s recommendations, and having received less than 6 weeks ago and considered the manager’s report under section 49(3) of the Planning Act, by resolution, hereby MAKES this supplementary development contribution scheme”.


        

 H11/0309
PLEBISCITE FOR PALMERSTON

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED

PLEBISCITE FOR PALMERSTON

“Since the last report on the proposed holding of a plebiscite was presented at 
the January 2009 meeting the draft list of Qualified Electors to take the plebiscite was 
published.   


Notices were placed in the Irish Independent, Lucan Gazette and Local News advising 
of the inspection period which closed on 26th February 2009.   Documentation 
was made available on the website, at County Hall , Clondalkin Civic Office 
and libraries located within the Lucan Clondalkin Electoral Area. The draft list of 
Qualified Electors as published comprises of all those electors registered on the Live 
Register of Electors for the Polling Districts of Palmerston 1(Register Book FJ), 
Palmerston 2 (Register Book FK), Cherry Orchard (Register Book FI) & development 
at Coldcut (in Register Book FG) and the Rated Occupiers of premises located within 
the geographical area in question. 


Two submissions were received from local residents requesting that they be 
circulated with plebiscite papers.  


It is now a matter for this council to formally adopt the List of Qualified 
Electors and to proceed immediately thereafter with the taking of the 
plebiscite.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Cllr. G. 
O’ Connell, Seconded by Cllr. D. Corrigan to formally adopt the List of 
Qualified Electors and to proceed immediately thereafter with the taking of the 
plebiscite.”


Plebiscite – Electors

Plebiscite – Rated Occupiers  


CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING
 Co1/0309
Letter, dated 30th January 2009 from the Association of City & County 
Councils regarding International Women's Day.
 Co2/0309
Letter, dated 13th February 2009 from Carlow County Council requesting 
support for their Motion opposing the closure of Bethany House.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

MAYOR'S BUSINESS 
M1/0309         INNOVATION AND CREATION OF EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES

 It was proposed by Councillor Corr and seconded by Councillor Tuffy:

“That this Council actively engage with the Institute of Technology and FAS 
to explore the innovation and creation of new employment opportunities 
in 
this County.”

REPORT:

“The Council currently actively engages with  and will continue to engage with FAS 
and the Institute of Technology and other key stakeholders to examine and develop 
innovative methods of job creation within the County.  To date our collaborative 
approach to inter agency work has been chanelled through the Economic 
Development Working Group of County Development Board.  This group comprises of 
representatives from the Council, South Dublin chamber of Commerce, Dodder Valley 
Partnership, CPLN Partnership, FAS, South Dublin County Enterprise Board, 
Community Platform and the IDA.  This group is mandated through the County 
Strategy to:- 

· Develop an integrated economic strategy for South Dublin County 

· Develop an integrated strategy for improving access to and progression 
within employment for disadvantaged groups 

· Adopt an integrated strategy to assist employees of medium- large 
enterprises undergoing restructuring.


South Dublin Chamber was nominated by the County Development Board as the lead 
agent for the development of the Economic Strategy.  This strategy was adopted by 
the County Development Board at its meeting on the 28th of November 2008, 
following a consultative process undertaken earlier in 2008 and was launched in 
February 2009.  The strategy identifies seventeen opportunites for the County to 
further economic progress and activity.  Through pursuit of these opportunities new 
employment avenues will be opened within County.


Dodder Valley Partnership is the lead agency developing a strategy for  improving 
access to and progression within employment for disadvantaged groups. Work 
commenced on the strategy in 2008 and will continue in 2009.


The working group produced and published guidance in 2008 to assist employers and 
employees undergoing restructuring within their current employment.


Further to the CDB working group the Economic Development Department actively 
engages with its state partners, such as the IDA and Enterprise Ireland to seek and 
attract new investment into the County.  By working in partnership with the agencies 
the Council has successfully attracted a number of high profile multi-national 
companies to the County over the last number of years.  The Council regularly 
engages with these companies to discuss issues arising and we seek to mitigate any 
obstacles that they may be encountering to ensure their continued successful 
operation in the County.


The Council also seeks to support start up indigenous businesses and the small to 
medium enterprise sector, again in conjunction with our partners, through the 
provision and support of enterprise centres in the County.  A large number of 
businesses, circa 101, employing approximately 275 people, are currently located in 
enterprise centres developed by the Council over the years.  The Council is currently 
looking at a joint venture with Enterprise Ireland to identify and develop a site that 
would be suitable for indigenous businesses that are currently located in the 
enterprise centres but are seeking to expand.  This would allow current businesses to 
further develop and also afford an opportunity to new start up companies to 
establish themselves in supported premises.


2009 is the year of Creativity & Innovation and the Council along with other 
stakeholders, such as the Institute of Technology and FAS,  are examining a number 
of projects that will identify sectors at risk within in the County, risk assess the 
prominent employment categories and develop interventions and programmes that 
will help to foster the entrepreneurial spirit of its citizens to encourage new business 
and job creation within the County.”
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Councillor Corr expressed her satisfaction with the report which focused on creativity and innovation and the work being done by SDCC by engaging with FAS and other agencies.

A lengthy debate followed with contributions from Councillors, Tuffy, O’Connell, Maloney, McDermott, Ridge, Corrigan, Gilligan, O’Connor, Keane, Crowe, Daly, Hannon, Lahart and Brophy.  The report was widely welcomed and the Mayor was complimented for setting down the Motion..  Members also complimented the Manager on his leadership role and stressed the need for continuing Local Authority guidance, support and consideration for all those adversely affected by the very difficult economic climate which prevails.

The Manager responded to issues raised and thanked the Member for their comments and compliments to Council staff and outlined how at his regular meetings with the local Chamber of Commerce, the change in how public services are delivered is highlighted and the range of employee skills throughout the County is discussed.  Some of the items currently being looked at are:

· Production of a brochure of every public building and facility in the County. This is being done in collaboration with FAS and other Agencies

· Broadening the use of technology in our Libraries and working with FAS to maximize the facility

· Promotion of the range of facilities in the new Arts Centre

· Working with the Chamber of Commerce to identify the profile of jobs that exist in the County; low skills which may require CE schemes, medium skills that may require re training and further development of the highly skilled

The Manager together with the Director of Economic Development agreed to put together an outline report on all topics discussed at the meeting.

The Motion was PASSED.


M2/0309
LIFFEY VALLEY NATIONAL PARK

It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and seconded by Councillor Keating

“That the Manager write to the Minister for the Environment requesting that 
he set up a joint working group composed of representatives of both the 
elected members and management of South Dublin, Fingal, Kildare and 
Dublin City Councils, with the objective of actioning the recommendations of 
the EMS Report on the Liffey Valley (given that  the OPW have indicated that 
they are not to coordinate the work of promoting a Liffey Valley National 
Park)”. 
REPORT:

“If the motion is passed the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the 
Minister for 
the Environment and the members and management of Fingal, 
Kildare and Dublin City Councils.”
Liffey Valley Background information 


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors O’Connell, Keating, Corrigan, and Dowds.  It was noted that the four Authorities involved (Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council and South Dublin County Council) and the OPW should work together to develop the Park, this would provide both skilled and unskilled employment and would also have the potential for promoting the area as a tourist location. It was also noted that Fingal County Counil  were to be the lead authority for a forthcoming seminar but that this has not materialized.  

It was further noted that the biggest obstacle to achieving this project was the issue of private land owners and the possible need for legislative changes before this obstacle can be overcome. 

The motion was PASSED.
 M3/0309
CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy and seconded by Councillor Mc Dermott:

“That this Council agrees to the introduction of a pilot scheme to provide 
'children at play' signs to local residents associations without charge.  Such a 
scheme could include a limit per year on the number of signs and an equal 
division throughout the County.  The current situation where communities 
with greater wealth can easily afford to pay for such signs which the Council 
then erects without charge is manifestly unfair, as other communities with 
equal or greater need, but who cannot afford to buy the signs, are left with 
their children facing greater risks when playing in their area.”
REPORT:

“The introduction of a scheme as set out in the motion would require detailed 
consideration. If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the 
Transportation Strategic Policy Committee for examination. The matter will also have 
to be considered in the light of the current financial climate and other pressing 
demands for any available finance. The presence of a proliferation of signage can 
also have a negative effect on road safety.


It should also be noted  that the provision of "Children at Play" signs is only one of a 
number of initiatives that the Council has taken in recent years to decrease the speed 
of vehicles in residential areas. Significant investments have been made in traffic 
calming schemes and the formation of traffic cells in residential areas and when 
taken together with the provision of other signing and lining measures have 
generated a substantially safer environment along the lines envisaged in the motion. 
The absence or otherwise of "Children at Play" signage would have a minor affect 
in such circumstances.”
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A discussion ensued with contributions from Cllrs Brophy McDermott, O’Connor, Keane, O’Connell and Corrigan with the primary focus on the safety of the children in their area and the need for an equitable system with limited expense liability on all residents associations.  

Director of Services Mr Frank Coffey responded and informed the meeting that the key to safety in estates is traffic calming measures, on which SDCC has invested heavily. He reiterated that statutory road signs and markings must take priority.  

It was agreed to examine a way of delivering a scheme.
The report was NOTED.
M4/0309

LISBON TREATY
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor J. Lahart  was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL:


“That the Council, in the context of the ongoing Lisbon debate, fully utilises 
its designated member of staff charged with European Responsibilities, 
and, through discussions at CPG level and among party leaders, considers 
the 
option of using existing meeting headings and structures to 
regularly and 
formally inform members of developments at European Union level 
which 
directly affect the work and policies of the local authority.”
M5/0309

VIEWING POINT 

In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor C. Jones  was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL:


“That this Council will explore the possibility of locating a viewing point 
amenity, in the Dublin Mountains, that will serve as point of significant 
interest within our county.”
M6/0309
HOUSING LISTS

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T Ridge

“This Council recommends that single people, male and female, be permitted 
to go on the South Dublin County Council housing lists even when they 
live 
at home”. 

REPORT:  

“With regard to South Dublin County Council's Affordable Housing list, there are 
no restrictions on  a single person applying provided that they meet the criteria 
outlined in the Council's Affordable Housing Scheme.

In accordance with the Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities "single adults with no 
dependants who have accommodation available to them in their family home will not 
be considered for Council housing except where priority status has been granted".   
However, single adults, who are applying from an address outside their family home 
are eligible to apply for Social Housing subject to their application meeting the criteria 
as outlined in the Scheme of Letting Priorities.”
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A discussion ensued with contributions form Cllr Dowds, Ridge, Cosgrage, Corrigan, O’Connell, Keane, Maloney, O’Connor, Brophy, Kind and Corr.  Most members considered that the existing scheme of letting priorities resulted in inequities in certain cases and that the building programme was not taking account of certain needs.  
Director of Service Mr Billy Coman responded to the members queries and advised that a new scheme would require Ministerial sanction.  The Manager suggested that this matter could be discussed at the next Housing SPC Meeting on 19th March 2009 and this was agreed, with Councillor Dowds reserving the right to bring the Motion back to Council if not progressed. 

The report was NOTED.
Meeting concluded. 6.25 p.m.

MOTIONS NOT REACHED
(M7)
AFFORDABLE HOMES

Councillor C. King

That this Council calls on the Manager to investigate the feasibilty of 
transferring any affordable homes currently in possession of the Council that 
cannot be sold in the current climate (i.e. certain section 23 apartments) to 
either direct social stock or RAS stock with a view to a fast track solution to 
help reduce the growing SDCC housing list.

(M8)
TALLAGHT HOSPITAL

Councillor S. Crowe

This Council views with concern the current proposals to transfer vital  adult 
and childrens services  from Tallaght Hospital and agrees to write to the 
Minister for Health and Children Mary Harney TD to express our concern at 
the continued  downgrading of services from this hospital.

(M9)
999 TEXT MESSAGING 


Councillor C. Keane

That this Council discusses the setting up of a 999 text messaging service to 
enable deaf people to contact the emergency services from their mobile 
phones. This is available in Northern Ireland and has been launched in West 
Yorkshire in conjunction with Leeds City Council where Police Officers have 
worked in partnership with the Leeds Society for Deaf and Blind people and 
Leeds City Council to develop the service. 
(M11)
REFUNDABLE CHARGE ON DRINLS CONTAINERS

Councillor D. Corrigan

That the Manager write to the Minister for Environment and Local 
Government calling on him to introduce a refundable charge on drinks 
containers (glass bottles, plastic bottles and cans) to prevent pollution of our 
environment and to create a safe environment for children at play.  Broken 
glass strewn in our parks and on playing fields are a serious health hazard to 
members of our community.  In decades past there was a refundable charge on 
lemonade bottles and the scheme was very successful.   

 (M12)
CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY


Councillor E. Tuffy

That this Council notes the Council's draft Climate Change Policy document, 
in particular the lack of emphasis given to adaptation issues, requests the 
Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government seeking information on progress by his Department in producing 
a National Policy on Adaptation for Climate Change, as promised in the 
Government's White Paper on Climate Change, and recommends that in the 
period available for the completion of the Council's policy the draft document 
be amended to include sections on adaptation, in accordance with best practice 
policies and actions implemented in other countries by local and regional 
governments. 
(M13)
CORPORATE IMAGE CHANGE

Councillor J. Lahart

That the Manager present a report on the cost of the Corporate Image Change 
to the Council.

(M14)
RENTS

Councillor R. Dowds

That the Manager produce a report on ways whereby rents in privately owned 
houses occupied by people on our Council's housing waiting list could be 
reduced.
(M15) VOLUNTARY HOUSING ASSOCIATION

Councillor C. King

That this Council calls on the Manager, when signing agreements with 
Voluntary Housing Associations states that no more than 15% of tenants 
income will be payable for rent taking into consideration the Council's 
differential rent scheme only charges 10% of tenants income and as some 
Associations are currently charging as much as 20% rent which is placing a 
disproportionate burden on those tenants, who applied for housing under the 
same scheme as Council tenants.
SIGNED: _________________________       DATE:__________________________
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